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NOTE ON DATES 

I have followed throughout the modern convention 

of dating the year from I January, Dates of days 

and months remain'214 Styll before 2 Septeziber 
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I 

Ihe Nature-Ond Timing of Transport Improvements 

INTRODUCTION 

The years between the Restoration and the conclusion of the War of 

American Independence are now recognised as ones of significant 

change in many aspects of the English economy* Although it in not 

possible to identify rapid and broadly-based structural changes in 

industrial activity before the 1740'st it has long been apparent 

that certain branches of commerce and manufacture - together with 

the communities which thrived upon them - were developing more 

rapidlyt and achieving rates of growth and capital accumulation far 

higher than others. It is now becoming clear that the late seven- 

teenth century and the first three-quartere of the succeeding one 

witnessed not merely the quantitative expansion in tho traditional 

pattern of economic activityg but also the start of locational and 

structural changes which wore to form the basin for later industrial 

development* By the 17801s the number of #growth points$ in the 

economy - with associated qualitative changes - was sufficiently 

marked that there was an unmistakable break in the tradition of 

economic life. 

The dramatic expansion of commerce to distant markets In Asia 

and the Americas - with the associated growth of re-exporta to Europe 

undoubtedly proved an important generating source for economic 

I 



momentum in the century before industrial 'take off', affecting 

levels of wealth$ the size of markets available# sources of savings# 

and the differentiation of Englandla economy and society, The 

growth in the population of a number of west coast towns such as 

Bristol and Liverpool came largely in response to such commercial 

development. In the 1730's Bolingbroke came to regard the late 

seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries as an ago of commercial 

revolution# when foreign trade hallucinated the imagination and 

bemused the minds of many of his contemporariesol Modern scholarship 

has done much to confirm the impressions of the timo*2 

Changes in the locations structure and techniques of the mining 

and manufacturing industries were associated less with long distance 

markets than with the conditions which prevailed in the home and 

European markets, both of'which wore still the countrýto life-blood. 3 

]For example, it has recently been suegested that for the lead-mining 
industry the Undustrial revolution# was in full swing from the 
1. Plumbp P-3- 

2* Re Daviag A Commercial Revolution (Historical Association pamphlet# 

1967)e 

3. Ashton (1955)o p. 63. Ashton quoted D. Macpherson# Annals of 

Commerce# IlIs 340o that the home trade 'is with good reason 

believed to be a vast deal greater in value than the whole of 

foreign trade#, 
2 



beginning of the eighteenth century* 
1 Estimates of population growth 

in Derbyshire$ which containad the largest lead-mining field in the 

country, suggest an increase from 68sOOO in 1676 to 1279000 by 1704# 

and no doubt partly reflect increased activity in a major extractive 

industry* 

The cappcity for the expansion of the country's economy was 

partly determined by the cost of carriage# which also affected the 

location of industry and the extent of the market for both agricult- 

ural and industrial products, Favourable local mineral fuel supplim 
I 

close to navigable water was a key locational advantage for the 

development of a mass-output, low-cost heavy industry, The quantily 

of fuel necessary to smelt both ferrous and non-ferrous metals was 

so considerable that major producing units wore often located close 

to the sOurc8s Of fuels A major factor - but not the only one 

which determined the timing and direction of industrial change was 

undoubtedly the cost of obtaining bulky raw materials and fuelp and 

the cost, of marketing manufactured products, The non-ferrous metal 

industries were moving away from Bristol and its neighbourhood in 

the early eighteenth century to the South Wales coalfield where fuel 

was cheaper; similarly, smelting works for copper were being closed 
lo Re BurtoOLead Production in England and %(ales# 1700-177's Fcon. 

- 
Hist, Rev*, 2nd. ser. XXII (1969)# 267 

2* Chamberap p*39* 

3 



down next to the mines in Cornwall in the 1720's and were becoming 

sited near Swansea, where coal was half the prices 
I Locational chanMp 

by altering the cost, of production., tended to, load. to modifications 

In market conditions and market potentials 

The movement of a number of industries to the coalfields was 

partly determined by intra industrial techniques and, the timing of 

the substitution of inorganic for orSanic, fuel* The crisis In timber 

supplies in the seventeenth century led to an intense period of 

experiment in the metallurgical world* 
2 rrom the beginning of that 

century* and throughout its cours% a growing number of industries 

were applying coal to, some stages, of manufacturej for, example brewilro 

distillingo soap-makingt sugar-refiningg brick-makingl potteryg nail- 

making, glass manufacture and the making of Galt by evaporation* 

besides the non-ferrous metals* It seems impossible to refutes or 

even to challenge the view that the most important change in raw 

material provision which took place. in the late seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries was the substitution of inorganic fuel for 

organic sources&3 Technical progress which enabled charcoal to be 

replaced by coal also tended to alter market potential, For examplet 

the use of coke in the manufacture of malt at Derby in the years 
Mathias (1999)t P0122t 

2* Raistrick and Jenningsp p. 116, 

3# Wrigley, p. l. 
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after the-Restoration seems to have enhanced the reputation of that 

Commodity and to have modified its market potential, 
' 

Internal trade patterns were also modified bythe quantitative 

expansion of a number of industriest Me brewing and soap-boilingl 

which had been known for centurie s as 4ousehold processoo but. were 

now becoming specialized manufactures operating on a considerable 

scale izv response to a growing demand that came first from, town 

dwellers and then apilt, over into country markets, 
2 

Changes in the location of industry# modifications in manufactur- 

ins techniques$ and the quantitative expansion of industry often came 

in response'to - or they created now or altered market 'potentials 

'for raw materials or finished products* Often-such potentials could 

only be roalised if transport and communications were improved, A 

change inýlocation might enable a. moving manufacturer to benefit 

from a cheaper'form of transport. For example# Samuel Walker one of 

the leading ironmasters in the mid-eighteenth century noted in his 

diary that: - 

1ý .. the year beforeg thought himself so well settledg began to see 

the disadvantages of being so far from the navigable river# and with 

a deal of trouble prevailed to have a beginning at Hasborought near 

Rotherhamo where we built a casting-houso 03 
1* Infra P P. 171. 
2o Wilsons, P*204* 
36 Jackson, p*115, quoting A*H. John$ The-Walker FamilX. 1741-1893 
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There seems to be little doubt that'one of the factors which must 

have recommonded Coalbrookdale to Abraham Darby was easy access to 

the river Severn and water carriage* Producors who could locate 

their principal manufacturing units conveniently for water carriage 

and the cupply of raw materials we're in a favourod position, In 

many instances however market'potential could only be fully roalieed 

it transport and communications were improved* Sometimes technical 

or location'al, changes would encourage . producers to mako'custainod 

efforts to improve lines of communications over many yearns ror 

exampl6l the maltstors of Derby seem to have been'sufficiently 

confident of the potential market for coke manufactured malt that on 

no less than seven occasions efforts were made to obtain statutory 

authorisation for the development of navigation on the river Dervente 

The increasing industrial use of coal and the need to move a 

growing quantity of coal to meet rising domestic consumption was 

probably the moot important sinCle factor which brought pressure to 

bear on existing systems of transport and communications, The 

quantitative expansion of trade in bulky low density commodities - 

particularly coal# timber and stone - was largely determined by the 

availability, or potential availability# of cheap water carriage, 

The most highly developed coalfields in the seventeenth century had 

easy access to the sea or navigable waterways. The greatest coal- 

1, Infra, p. 1-8.1. 
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field in Britain was virtually on the coast and was able to utilise 

the rivers Tyne and, Wear, and Ifleedert, waggonways; the Lancashire 

coalfield was within half a dozen miles of the Mersey estuary at its 

nearest point;, tho South Wales coalfield was not far from the coasts 

John Houghton#, ono of the leading, pamphleteers and newswriters of the 

late seventeenth contury urged his readers to provide information on 

the location of mineral deposits and coalo particularly in rogions 

where accessibility to navigable Water was easyj, In March 1693, 

Houghton concluded an account of the rivers in Yorkshire# insisting 

that: - 

IThe use 
:0f, 

this will. be a ground for learning what Trade already iN 

and, what, may be improv'd upon thope'Riveral Particularly what may be 

given to any that will enquire after Mines of Coal, Lead# Tinno Iron# 

Copper$ or any other Hineral not far away from theml also for the 

easie carriage of Woods Charcoal# Cornj or any other Bulky Commodity, " 

The arrangement of commodities by Houghton is not without significance. 

, 
The former group - the production of which would be claosified by at 

least, ono modern historian as 'punctiform' -, involved, tho moving of 

heavy tonnages along a small number of routoways; the latter group of 

organic commodities the production of which might be classified an 

'areal' - iuvolved a low traffic density'alone any one routes The 

growing volume of mineral traffic in the late seventeenth century 

and during the eighteenth century led to the heaviest capital invest- 

ment in those transport undertakings which would carry bulky inorganic 
le Letters forthe Improvement]; f Husbandry and Trades 3 March 1693 
2. wrigley, P. 3. 
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materials the, carriagO. Of which constituted a major item of, the 

marketing, col3t,, , 
No doubt many coal mining proprietors and promoters 

of inland navigation would havo, agroed wholeheartedly with the 

sentiments subsequently. attributed, to the IX ule of Bridgewater that: - 

'a good navigation should have, coals, at the heel Of its' 

So far$ we have,, discussed the affecto, of intra-inductrial. develop.. 

ment on, thezodification of market potential which might neconsitate 

the. improvement. o, f,. transport and. -communications& It is nowltime to 

consider, somo of the other factors which might alter the market 

potential of'a particular industry# or of certain rogions. For 

examplej the imposition of a differential tax on coal carried by sea 

in the last years of the seventeenth century was undoubtedly one of 

-the factors', which created a largerýpotential market for inland coal 

which could be carried by inland waterways and was unaffected by the 

tax, When Defoe described the traffic of the Aire and Calder water- 

way in the early eighteenth century he observed thatt- 

$they carry coals down from Wakefield (especially) and also from 

Leeds .. * , quite down into the Humber# and then up the Ouse to York$ 

and up the Trentp and other rivers, * with this advantage toog 

that whereas the Newcastle coals pay four shillings per chaldron duty 

, th ese being only called river borne coal$ are exempted *, * of 
I 

Relations with other states and conditions of foreign trade were 

not without significance in determining market conditions6 in the 

I* Defoe# 11, p. 2U8, 

8 



main# it seems that the wars of the period providod a stimulus to 

th6 iron and'riunition industrios, ' The old inductry of tho Suasex 

Weald which was dying from scarcity of fuel and raw matoriala survived 

in the first half of the eightoenth century largely duo to canon 
I Contract 0, The return of peace often meant that iron producers wav 

faced with problems of over capaciiy'and increased competition in 

domestic markets, Under such conditions# the cost of obtaining raw 

materials# or of marketing finished products more cheaply# might mean 
the difference botwoen survival or inGolVOncY* 

The conditions which prevailed'in England's continental markets 
naturally had an important affect on domestic manufactures. For 

examples increasing competition in many of England'a traditional 

markets for Woollen cloth in northern and wontern Europe was ine, 

factor which forced the West Riding clothiers to diversify their 

manufacture, Commencing with the manufacture of bays in the late 

seventeenth centurys they commenced - soon after 1700 - to produce 
finer woollen and Worsted goods* To the advantages of COalv Water 

power and relatively cheap labourp was'added cheaper means of carriage 

With the opening of the Aire and Calder'Navigationd, Within thrde- 

quarters of a centuryp the West Riding had ectabliehed a paramount 

position over the older woollen producing centroo of the West'Couhtry 
., 2 and the worsted producing districts of East Anglia* 

(jj) THE TIMING OF IMPROVEMENTS 

The improvement of river and road transport would undoubtedly 
1, Hathias (1969)# P-45. 
2, Wilsons PP*294-6, 
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have proved beneficial at any time in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, Neither the Commissioners of Sewers - rhose prime 

concern was drainage - nor the statutory labour of V. e. narishes for 

the repair of the highways$ could adequately cope with the -growing 

demands for improvement, 1 Although improvement was "in the air" 

throughout the period under considerations it is now generally 

accepted that certain years seem to have witnessed feverish activity 

in the promotion of statutory undertakings for river improvement, 

turnpikes or canals, It is usual to associate such activity - for 

example in the years immediately after the Restoration; the last 

years of the seventeenth century following the Treaty of Ryswick; the 

years immediately preceding the South Sea Bubble; and a more sus%ined 

period of activity from 1745-60 - either with a period of low rates 

of interests or in response to a return to peacetime condition3 after 

years of domestic turmoil or foroign war# or an part of a general 

period of speculative activity* 
2 

Too oftea such explanations fail to 

take sufficient consideration of the nature of contemporary invest- 

mont in transport undertakings# or to the concopts and assumptions 

of the age, or to changes in market potentials to which some reference 

has already been made# 

Any analysis of the promoters of river improvement schomes at the 

end of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries shows that the 

original subscribers were almost all local men who were likely to 

gain from the realiaation of market potential for products in which 
1. Willan 7939)s P, 21. 

Z- lbi clý P- 29.10 



's,, The years 1697-1701 nro rightlý they carried on extensive dealin. 

regarded as a time of ", eat activity in the promotion of schemes to 
v 

develop inland navigationg attributed by Professor Willan to the 

reaction from foreign war. 
1 

Gertainlyg it would be difficult to 

sustain the areument that. rvLfis of interest were pr-irticularly favour- 

able in that period, it seeme that during Anne's reigno rnten of 

interest were lower than the levels provniling during tho roign of 

William III& without witnensing marked activity in the promotion 

of transport schemes* 
2 No doubt it could be claimed that the reign 

of Anne was a time of foroign warg nnd thorefore unli. '-ely to ý"itnona 

the kind of activity which h. -. (. i fo the Poacc of T, Yrr! -1. c! -.. Nevrxý 

thelesnq after 1708 a number of improvement schemes for inland 

navigationg ports and marketing facilities were being seriously con- 
3 

Eddersd,, It would not be inapproprinte to take another look at 

the timine of improvement achemes in the lete seventranth nnd ei-,, lit- 

Penth centuries, 

In generalg confidence, ca,., -)itnl, nnd ongineoring alLill vmro k'ho 

prerequisites for major inland naviZ; ation and port undo rt ahl nI, -',,; 0 Tile 

extent to which the aervices of civil engineers are required depencle 

In. -Cely on the confidence of their contemporaries and the pro, ýensity 

to find and invest the requisite cApital, t-)robnbly tho most liq, )ort- 

ant factor rcsponrv,,. blo for in,.; rensed activ"A-ty, in tremm-)ort undertd-dAgs 
1. Willsn (1-936)9 
2. Dicksong p*59, 
3. Infrap p. 4! )l 



in the last years of the saycateonth century =a the diversion of 

capital army from overseas trade into domestic concerns during the 

War of the raague of Augsburgo The beavy incidence of war taxation- 

made land lose attractive an &, field of investmont than oithor 

Cover=ent vocurities or joint-atocic enterprivesol Batwoon 1689-95 

the number of joint-atock companies in England increased from 11 to 

about 100p the Increase being almost entirely in domestic ventures#2., 

Up to 1695 there wero throe coal cem; zzient six for-coppar mining and 

saeltinel, the same number for deVeloying-load-mineas throe for salt#- 

and four for alUz#, IVPiS CAlaziUarl8#, t: Ln and antimony*3 Neither the 

crimig of 1696-7,, nor the return of peace, reverced tho, trande In. the 

last vinter of William III's roign# one H, P* bemoaned the fact that: - 

$our trading in now dead *, p for, (a)-morchant finds a better return 

between the Exchequer and, the Exchangep than he mako(a) by running a,. 

hau, rd to the Indioo*14, 

B. V 1703 the chare-capital-of-the surviving Englich-joint-stoCk COmPan- 

les wan almoot double what-it had, boon in 1695*5 
1, DiCkSoup P*24 

K* Go Daviest 'Joint-Stock Investmant in the late Seventoonth 

CGnturYlp F. C()nsllint*Rov*)2ndesereIV, (1952). 3 

Scotto, Is p#332 

Holmes* P#154 
Ibid The boom cv-1698-1701-did=t push Englivix foroign 

trado to a now pp, ýk; it ma'y not even have recovered position 

reached immediately before the war* Daviss tTradol, p. 2, 
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It is not improbablo thrit increased C, 17,, I. i tal investment in bulky 

low co-: nodities was an importaj-, t fF'ctor in the promotion of 

river navigation scaemes in the The incidence 3f wartime 

taxatiull in the aar-ae years seeris to have had ltlie effect of modifying 

commercial conditions or potential in the markets of certain indijren- 

ous commodities, For example,, the differential salt tax imposed in 

-ovided - tor; [)orarily - condJ-Liuns which were particularly 1'94 pi 

favourable to the rock - as eg-aillst the brinp - Ji-itornsts of Cheshiree 

S` Imilarly, the diffirentiml. coal tax of 16)98 orovided conditions 

which favoured the ex-panaion of the inlond - as against the co,, )-stal - 

coal trade, Indeedo Profesnor Nef considered tlint: - 

'the tqxcF, hen ýed by the Yme-lish governr-'ent upon thp constwise coal 

trade tended to encourare the develo; ). -ent of minJnr, in the Midl. nds 

and in Lencashi. re and Yorl, shire ... It seems r(, P. Ronqbln to believe 

ti-tat the copetwise taxes on coil, by increaninf- thp costs of manufact- 

tire alone- the seaboard and in tlie '"JIhnnes vn11(, y,, t(-nfie. d. to discourage 
Cp 

indtistria-1. ent. p-rpri;, e ti, ere and to encoura-ý. -p tto, -! f-rov: th In the 

Midlands, Lsnepshirrg nnd Yorkshire durirr thp eirbtppntY century. * 
2 

Clearly, no sinfrlp cause Pxplanntion can bp ndvrricnd for the- mJnor 

trsym-port ri. vc1lution. ): r the., lpte sý-, vontoenth centuy-., i. . 
171 provement 

Drojects were essentielly the work of individual lan,. -Jr-d oroprictors 

and trnding and industrial F,, romis who calculated that circumctences 

were opportune for devf-. -l,., -)nent. The Weaver navigation Seems to have 

1. T. C. Bsrlier, #I, anc, -)shiro CoRl, Clio-shire Sal md the Rise of t- 

Lj. vc., r,, uolf, TraiLe, Hint. b0c. of Laxicashirc, 

2. Nei$ 19 P-314. 
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been moved for primari3, v by t',,. -. c rock salt interests of Frodcham and 

Marbury, rho, havina invented con siderable sums in new works in the 

169010 were anxious to maintain a favourable competitive position in 

their struggle with the Cheshire brine boilers* The Aire and Calder 

project was designed chiefly to promote the woollen cloth industry of 

the West Ridings although it had certainly not eacaped, tho attention 

of local coal mining proprietors that, thoro was a favourable market 

in the Humber-Ouso-T! rent waterway system. One of the first atops taken 

by the undertakers of the HaviCatibn was to sot up a co=on stock to 

develop the local coal trade, 2 

Although plausible explanations can bo advanced for*many of the 

Improvement schemes of the periodo it is not possible to do so in 

every case., Often the arguments set out in potitions piosanted to 

Parliament, were statements which would seem to have soze validity 

throughout the period under reviews,, rather than particular circum- 
Iý-ý11-. -*-- -v ,-- 

stances. In an analysis bf, tho factors which were necossary to trans- 

form a few improvement schemes into a spate of activity it would no 

doubt be tempting to fall back on arguments concerning the rate of 

interest or general political circumstancese Clearly# a very high 

rate of interest or political turmoil were unlikely to provide the 

conditions which would prompt a general advancoo. Whother-tho converse 

is true is, open to conjecture,, 
1* Barker, 22. cit,, 90-lo 

20 ht"I, 
lit 



If contemporary oconomic aesumptionn aro considered it is not 

difficult to explain why certain years witnensed intenvo activity 

in the promotion of improvement achomes. Morcantiliems if it moans 

anythinS. In the expression of the merchants' point of view - the 

asnumptions which partly determined the linen of action they adopted, 

Although the views exproused are mainly concerned with foreign trade* 

It would be wrong to attempt too exact a dichotomy between domestic 

and overseas commercoo Trading interontso whether they were engaged 

in commerce botwoon London and Usbong or between Leeds and Liverpool 

tended to assume that there =a a more or loco fixed volume of economic 

activity and that the circumetancee of supply and demand could not be 

readily increased or diminiched6 ýJany believed that if ono trading 

area or group proaperodo another must - in consequence - declineo that 

*you, cannot do good to one town but you rob anothor. 11 When Defoe 

endeavoured to confound the pessimists who mistook the misfortunea of 

one part of industry and trade for the decline of the whol3q hie 

arguments were baced on such assumptionst- 

to o, that if one Place Ginkol another risect and if one kind of 

Manufacture declineal another advancessV2 

At a time when tranaport couto wore high, the Varioun Commercial 

and carrying interests along ono line of communication tended to 

oppose vigorously the efforts to improve neighbouring routes which 

might carry the same commoditiou or divert trades In the 172010 whom 

proposals were mado to oxtond the navigation of the river Don from 
le Lotters of 'J. A, 

2. D. Dofoet A Plan of tho English Commorce (Oxfordgl928 ed* following 
1728 ed, )pp. 188. 
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Doncaater to Shoffieldq interests dependent upon the Trent and the 

ports on the Don below Doncaster strongly opposed the scheme& One 

argument used against the proposal was that: - 

$* ., it one River oncreasos in Seamen# another decays, as one road 

more usad, makes another to be loas so ... where then is the force 

of that argument of every now navigatioa conducing to the Prosperity 

of the Kingdom? A general export to foreign parts certainly does; 

But does it signify anything to the publickg whether Gainsborough# 

Bawtryq Fishlakol or any other place have the particular advantage. 11 

The assumption that the volume of co=erce and level of economic 

activity could not readily be modifiud was not hold universally, In 

refuting cuch concepts$ John Houghton maintained thati. 

to #* the Increavo of Goods and Tradera in one Place may rather 

improve than Spoilo another# to which I'll add come Queries, Has 

the Increase of the Importation of Wine at Londong lossenod it at 

other Ports? Ran the Increase of Ale at London Loosened it at MrSales 

Hulls Stocktong Darby$ or soveral other Places; or tho Increaso of 

Malt'in Hartford-shirep lescanad it in other Counties? Has the 

Increase of Ships at London Lessened them in the Out-portal or of 

England Lessened them of 2rance? If those be answered in the Negative, 

as I pornrado myself they may$ then if the 'World consumes more other 

Goods than they wore wont 9* 12 

Such arguments seem to have done little to allay the apprehensions 

of landodq commercial and manufacturing interests who were anxious 
Hellish HSS# 162T19c7 

2. Letters for the Improvement Of HuabandEZ and Tradet, 19 October 1682* 
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that their established - and often secluded - markets ahould not 

entertain new competitors* At a time whon transport coats were high 

and constituted a major item of total costs for bu33: y goods - 

vested interesta dependant upon one line of communication jealously. 

guarded their positiong and were anxioun to dofeat any propocala to. 

improve alternativo routea which might carry the commodities of thoiT 

competitora and thereby modify the prevailing pattorna of trade and 

market conditions, Rivalry botwoon naighbouring communities could 

bacoma, acuto if thoy were interested in the same class of Gooda. 

Interests intent upon the roalisation of now or modified market 

potentials usually found the arguments of neighbouring rivals not 

sufficiently convincing that they wore preparod to abandon schemOD to 

improve land or water communications. The optiuintical3, y expressed 

aspirations of come groupn of traderas nanufacturarn and landowners 

often contrasted markedly to the posaimistic forobodinGo of similar 

economic and social intoronts bent upon maintaining the otatuu quo, 

Once, soriously contemplatods a propooal to develop a particular route 

- especially If it was a water route - miGht rouno a ctorm of protect 

from communities within a very wide radius$ apprehensive that market 

conditions might be alterode It wan at such tinos - precedine and 

accompanying an application to Parliament for statutory authorisation 

- that coneral arguments for or against improvement wore employed. 

Failure to render abortive or inoffoctivo tho improvement of one 

route often prompted interests dependent on neighbourina routes to 

promote schemes of their own In an attempt to rectora tho pattern of 

is, 17 



trade, ý A number, of inland navigation. CChomen and turnpike projecto 

in the late seventeenth and carly oiGhteenth centuries were of this 

nature, contributing. to the general boom. For erample# when efforts 

I vero =ado to extend the navigation of the river Calder above Wakefield 

in 1740,, it was noted that a number of other projects had been aWked 

off: - 

II wee have potitions for Turnpikes without ond Co: Ln5 forward *. * 

The exorbitant Lock duos upon the River to Wakefield and Loodep and 

the petition for carrying it up to Ealand and Hallifax sconon to have 

put them all upon, mettle prodigiously 

In the 1740-1 P, arliamentary session$ six Acts wore pansed which gave 

authority for the establishment of turnpike trusts to improve revael 

stretches of road in the West Ridingg althouGh thoro wero no Bills 

promoted for roads in othor parts of Yorkshire, 

It would clearly be overstating the case to insist that all tho 

improvemcnt ochemes of the period can be explained in terms of reqponw 

to changing market conditions and potentiall or in the efforts of 

trading Croups and landed proprietors to maintain establichod patteme 

of trade. Improvement was 'in the air' throughout the roventoenth 

and eighteenth centurieo an Professor Willan has rightly pointed oute-2 

Road and river improvement was fashionable# and thin must be taken 

into consideratlon whon the numbera of authoriEation Acts are walys4 

Nor ic it possible to rejoct completely the affect of lov interest 

ratca on the timing of improvement vchemest or the optimism which 
19 Leods MSS* Box 39 (unsort9d")* Lettor of William HarSden of BaMG 
2- Willan (1936), P. 6eý 
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often followed the return of peacetime conditionas Noverthelossi 

given the nature of contemporary investnent and prevailing economic 

assumptions, it can be firmly assorted that many schemes were 

promoted at times when neither the prevailing rate of interest nor 

the political outlook were particularly favourable, It waa not 

merely in the Vale of Trent that turnpikes were vigorously promoted 

during the Seven Years War, 1 

Opposition to transport improvoment schemes muct not be coon 

solely in terms of the determination of trading communitiou to frust- 

rate the designs of competitors and to maintain prevailing patterns 

of trade, In a period when water was the most important form of 

power and its uses for industry were increasing$ a potential waterway 
A 16 often seemed to threaten the life blood of riparian mills, I# & 

time whon rivers were still $alive# the intoresto of trade and the 

livelihood of fisherman were often conflicting,, Landovmers whose 

property was subject to periodic flooding wore often apprehensive 

that navigation works - particularly if they were effected within the 

reach of the tides - would increase the dangers of inundation. ý Land 

reclamation and engineering skills had not dovolopud beyond an embry- 

onic stage so that the claims of riparian proprietors should not be 

dismissed out of hand as being oxaZgerated. Havertholese.. the 

petitions and printed Poasons of the opponents of improvement schemes 

- like the stated cases of the promoters - must be used cautiously* 

In some instances landoymers who mainta: Ln. od that the davolopment of 

le Chamborso P-13. 
19 



A water route would load to flooding, voem to have boon equally, or 

moro concomod that the local markets for atricultural produco chould 

not be opened to increased competition, It vas on such grounds that 

noveral landowners opposed the improvement of the Derbychira Dorwont 

In the into z9vonteonth and early olghteenth centurioso 
I In come 

instancou too* it noema that lando, =ers would oppose one inland navl&w- 

tIon acheze because they wore doriving wharfaSe toll from an ontab. 

liched river port on another watorwaye For oxamplot Joseph Hellish 

opposed the extension of'tho Don in the 1720's on tho grounds that 

his estatos, would be moro liable to floodinS; at the camo time it 

Deems th&t he had a financial interest in Bawtry vharl, the trade, of 

Which right have been adversely affected if the south Tornshiro 

schemo was carr. 41. ed out*2 
' 

(I 11) PARLIAMNTARY ACTIVITY 

It has been -argued that in Eneland GConomic Chang* was accomplish- 

ed not through plv=erc - or policemen - but rather in apite oUthezo 

It tho seventeenth and eighteenth centuries witnessed agraAan and 

industrial traneformation by consontg the canction ofton doemod 

requisite, took the form of atatutox7 authorivationa from Parliament., 

Witldn the political proceco# a key machani&= for Implemonting an 

improvement cchame razi v privato Act of Parlj=ent# sponsored by 

private initiative - and usually supported by the local "rl, p. fs 
1. Infra 

,9 PP- 179,24-Y 
2* Infra, p, 510, P 20 



authorir, ing the enclosure or drainaso of landp the offoctini; of a 

rivcr or canal achomaq rjt the netting up of a turnpike trust. Duch 

undortakingag which Involved compensation aacossmonts and quasi- 

monopolistic Cranto could only be of fectivo if based on a loCal 

instrument permitting - it nccODOMY 0* the coercion of a reluctant 

minority anxious to maintain the status quo* Throughout the poriodg 

private legislation continued to occupy a largo part of the time of 

the 11ouso of Commonag whilo the role of the upper Houco van far from 

Passivo in such mattorne 
I 

Although'evory local and personal Act panned before 1851 cmtedmd 

a clause to the affect that it was a public atatutory inatrumento 

: Lmprovomont Acto - which until 1798 were printed vith tho otatuton 

of the year - complied with a numbor of dictinct orderc and rocula- 

tions in their passage throuCh Parlia"MOnto 2 Aftor 1685 potitiona 

wero nocousary to bring in all privato Dille$ althouCh it wan not 

yet Parliamentary procedure that the alloCationa of the promotere 

should bo proved before the introduction of a Dill*03 ThrouChout the 

poriod undar roview# the ljouco of Commons nominated a day In the 

coccion after which no more privAte bills mij: ht be introduced, an 
I* Ramier and 13rooke, 1. p, 133 

2. Clifford* L, p-267. 
30 On 26 May 1685, it wan ordered in the Houco of Commons thatt. 

'for the future no privato'Bill be brought into this Ilouoop but 
uPon a Patition first presented# truly stating the Cases at the 
Poril of the Parties proterrinC the came and that such potition 
shall be signod by tho Parties who are Suitora for such Dilla,,, 
1!.. 

-or 
C, Journnic, ut 719 
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important factor in the timing of improvement achomea, :, Jkfter the 
Revolution# when Parliamont succeeded in meeting OVOrY year,, ýý import.. 

ant changes occurred in the standing orders which regulated private 

business* -In 1699l the House of Co=ono stipulated that three 

clear days should elapse between the several readings of all private 

bills at the minimuml that a committee on a, private, bill should not 

sit without a weekta, public notice in the Lobbyj and that the chair- 

man of a committee on a private bill should acquaint the House viwtbw 

the allegations of the promoters had been oxaminedo and if the parties 

involved had given their consent to the satisfaction of the cOmmitte8b 

Sik years -later it was first ordered that all private bills should be 

printed after presentation and before the first reading6 
1 

In many casesi a private Act Of Parliament was the outcome of a 

bitter and protracted conflict of vested interests# the Duccena or 

failure of the opposition being evident in the, incorporation - or 

absence . of provisoes and saving clauses* Whereas riparian pro- 

prietors could often be assured of adequate - and in many instances 

generous - compensation# interests dependent on alternative trade 

routes were more anzioua that prospective transport improvements 

should be rendered abortive, For exampleo at the height of the 

controversy over the proposed improvomppt of the river Don in the 

172016s the lord of the manor of Bawtryt who derived part of hie, 

income from vharfa, &e toll on the river Idlos informed the riparian 

proprietors below Doncaster of his apprehensiona: - 
1. Clifford,, : [r, 760-2- 



0. --I hope you will make your utmost effort against having any 

navigation at a119 for clogging will do me no service ,#01 

The changoo in procedure on private Bills in the last years of 

the seventeenth century were no doubt partly designed to encourage 

negotiations to take place between the various partioa concerned for 

and against transport improvement schemes before Bills wore actually 

introduced into the Houso of Commonse There sooms'to have been 

considerable resentment among, H, P, ls if it was brought to the notice 

of the House that tho landed interest had not been approached or 

satisfied before a Bill to improve inland navigation was promoted. 

In 1698, when the leading traders of Derby wore promoting the river 

Derwent schemog they were advised by one of their M*P, 'n that: - 

... it was their best way to agree, with ... all the other prop- 

rietors that should be damaged by such navigation, before the bill 

should be proposed, that it might then easily pass 02 

Failure by the promoters to produce full details of an improvoment 

scheme left opponents with little option but to oppose the preamble 

and general principles of a Bill when the debate occurred on the 

second reading. If opponents wished to call in question the prin- 

ciples of a Bill they were bound to petition against the preamble, 

stating their objections and praying to be heard by counsel at the 

bar of the Houseo They wore then heard if the House thought fit, 

upon the motion for the aecond reading# but at that atage no oppwition 
1, Mellish HSS. lW45, i4uoted in Willan (1965), p. 109 

2, Riot. Mss. Comm*$ Con 11* 379 
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was allowed to particular provisions* Naturally# the promoters 

might also be hoard by counsel in defence of the principles of their 

Bill. The numbers of M. P. 's who might take part in the subsequent 

division of the House might be very large* ror example# over three 

hundred M. P, fa voted on the second readings of the Derwent and the 

Don Bills in 1696 and 1698 respectively, 
1 

Undoubtedly two important prerequisites for the succeseful pro- 

motion of transport improvemont mchemea were the initiating of pro- 

ceedings early in a Parliamentary sossiong and the conciliation - 

where possible - of opposing intereatoo When the corporation of, 

Hull were seeking to promote a Bill for the impoeition of additional 

tolls for the improvement of their havens Andrew Marvello one of the 

portte H. P. Io sought to dissuade theml- 
II 

I... For indeed such things are not to be effactod by writing from 

post to post in the middle of a short session* But to be maturely 

voighdg layd and prepared before the meeting .o 092 

How far limitations in the circulation of information concerning 

prospective Parliamentary promotions rendered the early conciliation 

of opposing interests a major problem is still a matter of conjwture. 

Certainly# it seems to have been a common complaint of landed and 

commercial groups that they had not been adequately consulted before 

a proposal reached Parliamentary level. Newsletter writeraq town 

intelligencerso the printed votes of the Houco of Commons and the 

correspondence-.. botween-M4. P. Pfs and their constituents seem to have 

1. In fra 9 PP -2 55, ý 297. 
2. Marvells P-112- McsVeml)er 1670. 
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kept many provincial communities informed of Parliamentary procoodinee 

of both national and local concorn# but# by that stagog the Succepe- 

ful conciliation of bitterlv opposed parties van liI,. o3, y to prove more 

difficult, The anorgonco of tho provincial press in tho eighteenth 

century onablod the promoters to advertise their intontiono and to 

arrange preliminary meetings at which proposals could be discussed and 

concessions radop before a petition vas pravontod to the House of 

Co=ons nookine leave to introduce'an improvement Bill. 

Even when preliminary meetings had taken place# it was not always 

possible to roach aereemont botwoon the various parties concerned, if 

tho promotern insictcd on their vchomo a protracted struaglo =a likoly 

to dovelop at Parli=entary lovele In obtainize potitions - by which 

means it was customary to promote and oppono echamon . two main con. 

siderationa had to bo borne in mind* Bacauzo it was nocescary to send 

up witnesses to prove the allocations sot down in a petition$ It was 

essential to not out tho particular case in a mannor that could be 

sustained In cross examination by counsel# either at the bar of the 

House Of C; O=Onss or in committoo. Secondly, It Cooma to haVo been 

Oxpected in tho HOUSO that HaPola presonting petitions from thoir 

conetituoncien would follow the c=9 3-ineo Promoters and opponents 

of tranaport doVoloPmOnt schemos noon to havo recognizod that certain 

advantagos would ariso it petitions could bo obtained from boroughs 

vdth Parliamentary ropreaentations vhich might tio down thoce HoPsto 

into actina in accordance idth the Views oxyrocoad in the petitions. 

For e=mplos durint: the Don controveray in 1722p the oppononta of tho 
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acheme noted that: - 

fe ** several gontl *,, who had. promised to patroni, zo your cause, 

are taken of(f) by, the towneill whose petitions they are to, precent 

for the BAl .. *II 

It also seems to have been recogmiced that one way of socuring the 

neutrality or support of leading kiniaters might be by necurizxg yet- 

itions from the boroughs which such Hinistors reprecontod or cont. 

rolled. For examplet the Don promotern obtained a petition from the 

borough of Newark: - 

which must do them (the inhabitanto of Newark) prejudice i, f it 

affect them at a14 but I hear their reamon for gotting it, is to take 

off the D. of N(ewcastle) and the, members of the Town * .* *12 . 
Sizdjar motives may have prompted the Don promotera to obtain a pet- 

ition from King's Iýynn in favour-of. the, propored navigation$-tho 

OPposing interests insisting that: - - 
'As Lyn is no way concornId I hope Mr Walpole will not ba influoncId 

by that Petition *. g3 -I 

prom what has already been sajd$ it is clear that many petitiono 

presented to Maiment were. not the Opontancoun oprocaon of popUar 

opinion. Somotimes the promotorn tind oppononta woto to interesta 

likely to support or OPPOGe a particular project, enclosing the form 

of a petition which might be followod. When the corporation of rqe 

1. Hellish khm M/43, quoted in Villan (196.5)p p*10.3* 
2. Mollish IISS, 16Z/41, quotod in Willan (1965)0 P. 960 

3, Hellish MSS. 162/44a, Quoted in Willan (1965), p. 107. 
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were seeking to promote a Bill to improve their harbour in 1699g a 

petition was forwardod to the corporation of Hullp loaving blanks 

for the approprinto"titlea of'the Yorkshire portel Hore ofton, the 

promotera'and opponents of improvement schomon ouch approached landodl 

riparian or commorcial Interests who seemed to offer the bout hopes of 

support for their position. The role of those doputicod to volicit 

an interest v; as to inform Influential landovmors and tradorn of the 

. 
likely - or acaumad - ropercuesione it a transport scheme was actually 

carried out* The sums oxpondod to obtain potitions - though not in- 

considerable were rather to moot the oxponcoc of doputioc and for 

Itroais"than to buy aignaturooo It coont; unlikely that sufficient 

sums could be laid out to persuade landod intoracto or trading Groups 

directly affocted vith regard to a particular improvement cchome to 

adopt a complotely different stand, Itathors promotors and opponents 

were anxious that landad proprietors and commorcial co=unition with 

whom thero was a co=unitv of intoroct chould tako a dotinito line. 

When the lord of the manor and wharf of Bautry was organicinj: the 

opporrition of the river porta of tho Valo of Trent to the Don naviaa- 

tion schomeo ho obcorvad that the trading and chippinC intorento 

would nots- 

Istir no much in anything i should put them upon, an it they thought 

it thair ovn businow# vhIch undoubtedly it in *92 
T. - T-. 110.7 

2, xellitih. Quotod in Willan (1965)#P, 674* 'Thomas Linter 
of 13aj7try mc able to vecurc at IcAst 6 PotitiOna : from intoresta 

dependent on the Trent for thoir 1IV01JLlioodb llallicb 162/47s 
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Sonotimon It seems that petitions miGht bo obtained if a prordue van 

mado of rociprocal support at some future occacion# For er. =plep 

when the Don promoters obtained a petition from East Itatford in 1722p 

oppononto of tho propoood navigation noted thats- 

Ithoy (thn Inhabitanto of East Retford) made Sheffield a promise (vbw 

their own Bill vraa dependirLS)l to return the fAvour*" 

in ad dition to patitionas other means wero Uso4 to convince M. P. 's 

and public opinion of the likely advantages or advorno reporcussune 

from the statutory authorication of an improvocont achomep Printed 

Renn3nq for or against, inland navigation projects mra often mod by 

promoters and opponents in the coventoonth and eighteenth centurion* 

Provincial and London nowspapors occacionally included the principal 

vxgumonta omployod by promoters or opponents concerning a particular 

ýransport improvomont. Bille For oXamplop in January 1723 a letter 

appeared in the Dallv Pont on behalf of the Don promotarog which has 

boon attributed to Daniel Defooo 2 ý4. Tho circulation of papers and 

pamphlets within both Hounes van widely practinod& despite occasional 

attezpto to rostrict or prohibit nuch attempts to canvass support#3 
lo 11ol1: LW1=o 162/42.. quoted in-ViISR (199.55, ps99, Th; Act to 

improve the river Idle - for which authorication van obtained in 

1719 - was lareely the work of East Votford* 

2. DailX__Posto 8 February 1723* At least one local historian main- 
tained that Dofoo gave evidence in support of the Don Bill in 1726, 

but this has not boon oubetantiatodo JoCockburng Potherham Lnvyorn 

Durin, r, 320 Yearii (Rotherhamg 1932)0 p, 34, o 
30 In Docember 1667 . after a paper on behalf of certain shoemakers 

had been circulated in the Bouse of Commons - the question van put 

that no printed or other matter should be distributed to HoP6#0# a 
motion which was defeated by 62 votes to 47. Mof C, Journnlo#IX# 29 
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Apart from obtaining petitions# making the requisite surveys 

and drawing up and circulating printed Peasonap doputationo of pro- 

motors and opponents were usually sent to London to canvass H, P, Is 

directly for their support, The prime object of thin activity wag 

to secure a favourable majority in, tho committees nominated to exodme 

the petitions seeking leave to introduce an improvement Bill$ and to 

examine the details of a Bill after the second reading and committal., 

Before the changes in standing orders on private Bills, it wan'the 

task of the committee to examine the details of a proposed measure, 

after the preamble had boon debated or accepted at second reading. 

Once the preamble had boon agreed upon by the whole House, it van 

assumed by many members that the powers of the committee were limited 

to the settlement of the various clauses, and the provision of adequate 

protection for those interests whose property or rights wore to be 

interfered with# no that the Bill did not go beyond the stated objects 

of the promoters* Nevertheless# delaying tactics were commonly 

employed by opposing interests so that many committees had notccmplated 

their work before prorogation co that Bills would be Icnunted. out, ' 

The composition of the committee was often crucial to the progress of 

a private Bill, a factor certainly not overlookod by either promoters 

or opponents, For examples in January 1662, a Bill for settling 

drained land within the Level of Hatfield Chase and parts adjacent 

was read for the second time in the House of Commonne After the 

committoe had been named to examine the details of the Billt the Ser- 

jeant of the House was instructodi- 
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$to search forg and take into C'ustody, the Persons that gave in 

Papera of the Names'of Hombers of thin Hounop to be of the Co=ittee 

for the Bill, # 

Although H, P, ls who had opposed the preamble voro excused or diaqua2i- 

fied from service on the committeep local Bills were usually consid- 

ered by representatives of neighbouring counties and towns, who were 

authorinod to hear Counsel and witnesses on behalf of the variousý' 

parties. 

The modification of Parliamentary procedure enhanced the role of 

the co=itteo, In the examination of the allegationa not out in, the 

promotorat petition, the committoe were - in effect - called upon to 

sive their opinion on argumonto which would nubacquontly conntitute 

the preamble of an improvemont Bill. The committee van empowered'' 

to call witneasen and to ey. =ine the propocaln of an improvement 

schemel a favourable report from the committeo to tho liouno being 

required before leave 17an given to buing in a Bill. After the Bill 

had passed its second reading a further committee vras nominatod to 

examine the detailed clauses for which the promotorn were aeolting, 

authorisationo It was at this stage that provisoos and saving 

clauvos wore often written into authorination Billa# although it was 
is He of C, Journals# VIIJO 342. Letitia Bodloop who was directly 

concerned in the Hatfield Chase Bill was brought before the House, 
but it was ordered that she should be diachargod, 

2* In 1640* it was declared in the House that: - #those who speak 
against the body or substance of any Billg Committeeg or other 
thing proposed in thin Housep ought not to be of the Committee fcr 

that businoso. ' H. of C. Journals$ 11,14. 
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possible to offer engrossed clauses ad riders at the Poport Stage or 

at the third reading of the Bill. Mien writing to one of his 

constituents I during the bitter controversy betwoen the Aire andCal 

Navigation and the promoters of the Selby Canal in 1772, Sir George 

Savile expressed sentiments which were probably common among many 

M. P. tep. 

the Lord send them (and me) a good deliverance then we come to 

the field of Actiont, a Crowded Comitteo of the house of Commonest' 

It was to the committee that the promoters of inland navigation 

and turnpike Bills devoted strenuous efforts in their anxiety to secav 

a favourable reportl while opponents did their utmost to delay pro-; 

ceedings in the hapo that sufficient time would not remain for a Bill 

to pass through both Houses* In the nomination of tho committee, 

the initial advantage seemed to lay with the promotersg since many 

M, P. ts seem to have generally favoured transport improvement projects. 

When the Don scheme was promoted in the 172010 the opponents were 

forced to concede thati- 

$a great many members xho are no way conceruld will bo on their side 

from the general disposition there is amongst then to make all rivers 

navigable# lot the consoquences be never so bad*$Z 

Much however depended on the influence or $interest' which the various 

parties could solicit* Recourse to independent opinion was exceptionalg 

so that* for the most parto issues were determined in favour of the 

1. Temple versam MSS. TN-A-A-571/13- 

2o Mellish MSSo 162/45, quoted in Willan (1965). p. 109. 
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parties which could secure a majority on the committooso 

The tactics employed by the opponents of improvement schemes at 

committee level were largely aimed at delaying the report* Ono of 

the means was to move for repeated adjournments* When a majority 

of the committee considering the allegations of the Don petition 

voted in favour of adjournment on 19 December 1722* the opponents 

were jubilantp noting thats- 

I... the long adjournment Puts the managars here under the Greatest 

surprise and nonplus o,, After the notion they had of a great intezw* 

in the Housel especially Sheffield# such a poor come off an 6 members 

only for not adjourning maken them very humble ,, 91 

Occasionally a notion was made that the committee should adjourn sine 

die, or for threo monthas probably after the prorogation* A stratagem 

somotimon used in a committee by the opponents of a transport improve- 

ment scheme was to move that the chairman should leave the chair, 

thereby putting a stop to further, procoodinEa, 
2 Moving udJournments, 

or displacing the committee's chairman was only pocsible if the 

opponents had a majority - or at least a temporary one. This was 

facilitated and It was almost always an indication of determined 

opposition if an order was spcured from the Route that the committee 

should be openedp that fall who come shall have voices. # Once this 

10 Mellish MSS@ 16VIZ. quoted in Willan (1965)o p. 107. 

20 For examplep durind'one meetiýg-of'the committee on the Cald I er and 
Hobble petition of 17411 the opponents - principally the riparian 

millorners - successfully' moved that'Sir Miles Stapyltoul the 

chairman should vacate the chair, thereby terminating proceedings 

on the scheme at that time* Infrap p,. 655. 
- 
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",,, s attained# perronal influonce could often determine the fate of 
improvement propocale, TbOn a diViViOA V*S eXpecteds a whip ime 

rades and icruss vere decided in many caren by the number of frienda 

which zight be musterod on one cido or the other* Many H. Pola a9cm. 

to have had no ncruple in comine down to Toto vithout beinj; fully 

acquainted rith the issues involvod and Dometinen Irithout having board 

a vmrd of the cvidoncoo 
I CAnvanning van resortod to Conerally by the 

local solicitors or by deputationn of promotern or opponents who c=e 
to London for tho purpog. o. ZOmOtir-OB it neems that paid canvassers 

wore employod to Go round to the houses of IfePels to roquect their 

ettendancee 

,, It would be overatating the argument tc) InDist that the Opponente 

of traneport Inprovement-achemca rolied solely on their porconal 

Influenco in soliciting 14. p. on. Uko tho Promoteras the oppononto 

night draw up$ print and circulate Penconn arainst a particular Bill# 

Zo=etinon the oppor-onta of rivor rchemen would employ thoir ovný 

, surveyor in an attempt to secure a favourabla roport from tho committee 

APPOinted to Conaider the promoterst allogationn w. hich might prove 

; uno-ful if the project was subsoquently revived6 The riparian land- 

ownors who opposed tho Don project in 1722-3 certainly seem to have 

I- had such motives in mindp while it wan also realiced that reference 

"td technical detaila would prolong the. co=ittea'a proceadingas-- 
1, During the ])on controversy in the 1? 20'o# one of the opponontep 

Thomas Lister advised the riparian proprietors that he had secured 
the interest of one HoPes Who Itho he is not master of tho case Mt 

since I am concerned he rill assiat meet Hellish IJSS, 162/47* 
Quoted in Willan (1965)s, P-140. 



1. .. certainly he (the surveyor) may puzzlo the cause so as to 

make it impossible for the Committee to got thro the Hap at 2 or 

sittinas .. oll 
Rolerence from eithor Ilouce to an lindopendonts opinion to report 

on Isoues in conflict betwoon prozoters and oppononts acoma to h"e 

,., been rare in the seventeenth and eighteenth conturiec, Whon the 

,,. zaerchants and clothicra of the Wost Riding tor= promotod a Bill to 

extend river navigation to Ueda and Waltefllold in 1698, a bittor 

controversy arose with interests dependent on the river Oucos who 

argued that the tide would flow furthor up tho rivers Aire and Caldor 

and render navigation on their waterway a3most inpossible, During 

: tho debate on the secund reading of the Bill in the House of lords, 

it was rcuolvcd that Trinity House in London should Give an opinion 

,-: on the px-Incipal pointo of contention* Slien the debate was res=odo 

a Report from Trinity liouse wan read* but the Lorda wero not ontirely 

Eatisfiedg and it was finaII7 agreed that: 

Itho Trinity house doo with all Expedition sond como of thoir Membera 

as the Judge proper to view the River and mal: o their obcervations and 

Repoz: t their opinions to this Ilouso#12 

Two reprecantatives fro= London Trinity 11ouso rpent a month completing 

ra survey of the rivera, but were unable to present their Report 

ýbeforo the prorogation of Parlia=ont, Whon a now Bill was promoted 

in the following sousiong the second Trinity Houso Report provided 
1. Mellish IISS. 16V50. quoted in Willan (1965) 1, p. 1.5p.. 

2. R. of L. Journals# XVIs 307- 
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the basis to which Counsel on both cides referred at the committee 

ýstage in the House of Commons; while in the House of Lords its circu- 

lation weighed. heavily against interests which sought to defeat the 

Bill: - 

the Trinity report is industriously spread among the Lords, 

&''it nakes a great impression in that houses becauco that order came 

from -thence. 

It muct be stressedg however, that the calline for an indcpondent 

, 
ý. -body to cast light on Contentious ir3sues of privato Bill logiclation 

r, ar, the exception rather than the rule*2 

The role of the House of Lords in the consideration of transport 

inprovement Bills was rarely a passive one in the lato coventeenth 

-and early eighteenth centuries. Even after the 172010, when trans- 

'Po 
rt, improvement Bills secured easier passaaes throuah the Houce of 

3 Co=ons, dolaya miSht occur in the upper Houso as a result of con. 

I tentious amendments being written in. Hany 14. Pols maintain-ad that 

Dills which authorised the impocition and collection of tolls vore 

money Bills$ which should not be amended in thoir paccap throurh the 

I upper House* For exa-.. pla, in 1741 an attempt was made in the House 

of'Lords to modify the list of trustees named in the Kensington Road 

1,, Unwinl1ACN l's P,. 76- 

2. -. Professor Willan assures me that there were few occasions when an 
independent opinion was called for by either House in the case of 

river Improvement Bills in the seventsonth and eighteenth centuries, 
'3, Plumbs p, 18,, 'It was only in the 1720's that river navigation 

, -, -., 
Bills secured easy passages through the House of Commonest 
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Bill thereby producing a clash with the Commons. The final decidon 

reached in the House of Lords to withdraw their amendment wan much 

closer than the entries in the journal of that House suggest. At 

the division, it coomn that 41 peers favoured making alterations in 

the turnpike Bill# and that tho. same number opposed, It wan only 

when the proxies were called for that the motion against amendments 

was passed by 65 votes to 53.1 

In the House of Lords it seems to have been general practice to 

commit a private Bill to certain peers nominated by the House , tcgeihw 

with all the peers who had been present during the Soesion, or rho 

were present on the day of the second roadina. The poor who moved 

the second reading almost invariabV; 'preaidod, so that the peer pro- 

sumably most interested in the passing of the Bill acted an chief 

judge in deciding its fato*' Committees were gonorally constituted 

by interested peers getting as many members of the upper House to 

attend as they could, either to support or oppoce-a Bill. Canvassing 

was practiced both by letter and by personal applications though not 

to the same extent as in the House of Commons. 2 Agents sometimes 

thought it hopelons to proceed with Bills which were strongly opposed 

by influential peeral because the latter were able to command a much 
1. Spencer Stanhope MSS. 60511 (Sheffield) 

2, When the Don Bill was being considered by. the Houso of Lords in 
1726, the delegates from Sheffield found JLt more difficult to 

solicit support among the peers than among members of the lower 
House: - four business now lying amongst the Lords who are not so 
easy of access an the Commons, ' Leader HSS, 70/29, 
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larger body of friends in the committee than the promoters could have 

brought there, In the case of strongly contested Bills - forexamlie 

to authorise the improvement of navigation on the Derbyshiro Derwent 

in 1720 -a committee of the whole House of Lords might be constitutedý 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the work of Solicit- 

ing private Bills in Parliament wan performed partly by the officera 

of each House, who took charge of Bills on behalf of the promoters, 

saw that the required forms were complied with, made themselves 

responsible for the fees to which Bills were liable, and generally 

chargod a fixed sun for their services, Such fees were firstincliled 

in the House of Commons' Table of Fees between 1690 and 1700t the 

institution of regular committee clerks being, due to the work of 

Paul Jodrellp the Clerk of the House between 1693 and 1726. For 

example# in 1698 James Courthopes one of the four committee clerks 

of the House of Commons was receiving a salary of 25 guineas from 

the Treasury and about C30 in fees for attendance on private bill 

committees# besides any extra gratuities that he may have earnedfrom 

the promoters of private bills for special assistance in their busi- 

ness. 
2 This method of payment lasted until the close of the eight- 

eenth centuryg although the attempts of the committee clerks to widen 
1. Infraq p. 487. 
2'-. The Minute Book of James 

' 
Courthope, ed. O. C. Williams (Camden 

Miscellany, 1953)t PP-ix-xiv. Until Parliament succeeded in 

meeting every yearg as it did after the Revolution, there could 
be little inducement for a clerkly person to give up any othor 

more certain occupation in order to attend the House of Commons 

at unpredictable intervals. 
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the scope of the idea of a private Bill had created such difficulties 

by 1751 that the House of Commons found it necessary to adopt azwmber 

of resolutions which were intended to give definite criteria for 

distinguishing public from Private Bills. 1 

In the late seventeenth century# there were no parliamentary 

agents for private Bills or for opposing petitioneras The MoPo who 

brought in the Bill was usually - though not invariably - the chair- 

man of the committeep and Counsel appeared without an agent to brief 

them. Local solicitors and Recorders of boroughs were often sent 

to London to retain Counsol# for# although anyono who had boencalled 

to the bar could manage the affairp it was customary to employ 

lawyers who had considorable experience in handling Parliamentary 

co=ittees. A distinct Parliamentary bar did not come into oxislence 

before the emergence of large trading and industrial bodies which 

sought authorisation to construct canalop dockep waterworkag gaaworks 

and railways# thereby creating a largo volume of private Billbusinoss. 

Neverthelessg Parliamentary agency was certainly not unlMorn in the 

early decades of the eighteenth century. For example# in 1732 when 

Richard Langley of Grimston sought to promote a private Bill for an 

estate at Driffieldq he advised his London solicitor: - 

I. I shall be very glad to employ Mr Osbaldeston to Sollicit the 

Act of Parliament# provided he can do it at the same Expenco# that 

the Sollicitors who usually attend the Houses on these occasions can 

1, Clifford# III, P. 733-- 
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do: I apprehend there are Persona who make it their bucinona to 

obtain Acts of Course# and by solely attending that Businocap and by 

their acquaintance with the Members, can obtain tom with the least 

trouble and the easiest Exponcee I have no other Objoctiont but 

shall very villingly employ Hr Osbaldocton if he Yzill, undertake to 

obtain an Act at the usual Expenco. 01 

The employmont, of Parliamentary agonta to givo evidonco on bohalf of 

promoters or opponents was not unconnon in tho caso of turnpiko Bills* 

From that has already been written# it will be clear that no 

matter how eminent the Counsel employedl the promoters could not hope 

to secure authorication for an opposed improvement Bill without the 

active support of mombers of both Houses, An Professor Willan has 

writtent- 

'without support from Members# navigation schemes would naturally 

never have gone throuGh the Houses$ but that support was not the 

passivo tAyoll but the more active intervention of men intoroated in 

the economic development of their conatituencioa, 12 

In this connection it in not inappropriate to examine the importance 

of improvement schemes in the selection or oloction of Parliamentary 

candidates; to determine the extent to which HoPeta were pledged to 

support - or oppose - transport Bills, and to see how prospective 

candidates and agents$ by enccuraging the hopes of local commorcialg 

BaWnay HSSo ZDS (rot numberod)t Richard Langley to John Idle$ 

6 January 17329 

2* Willan (1936)9 p*37* 
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agricultural or industrial co=unitiee sought in return to aurment 

their political position. No matter how absolute the control of a 

borough might appear to bep an M@Pe was the reprosentative of a 

certain body of local opinion* Lord Shelbourne wrote in his auto- 

biography with reference to hie experiences in the boroughs of Calno 

and Chipping Wycombos- 

'Family boroughs (by which I mean boroughs which lie naturally within 
I 

the reach or cultivation of any house or property) are supposed to 

cost nothing: but I am sure from my own experience and observation 

that if examined into they will be found to coat an much an the 

purchase of any burgage tenure whateverl by means of what I call 

"insensible perspiration". Like public taxes# the amount in not 

perceived for a great whiles and by some people not at all, because 

it consists in paying always a little and moot commonly a great deal 

too much on every article# and in every transaction you are confined 

to a particular set of tradesmenp and often to their connoctionn in 

towns and can never control their charges, The rents of houses and 

lands must be governed by the moderation of voters* You must be 

forthcoming on every occasions not only of distrossp but of fancy, 

to subscribe too largely to roadoo as wall an every other project 

which may be started by the idlest of the people; add to thing livinzsp 

favours of all sorts from Government# and atowardships; if there is 

an intriguing attorney in the town# who under the name of your agent 

will deprive you of all manner of free agency upon your own properts 

and sometimes of the property itself, if it In a small one *. And 

after all# when the crisis comes# you are liable to be outbid by any 

40 



nabob or adventurer$ and you must expect all that you have done to 

go for nothingg and the most you can look for is a preferenc o 
Donations were often expensive and were not necessarily confined to 

election times. For examplep in 1753, the borough of Tewkesbury 

demanded that the candidates should contribute C19500 each towards 

the repair of the roads, an offer accepted by two rich Londonmembadap 

and so their old memboro Lord Gage - who had represented the borough 

for twenty-two years - was ignominiously turned out*2 Examplea can 

be cited of candidates being adopted because they favourod the 

promotion of inland navigation Bills; or alternatively of their 

selection being partly determined by the knowledge that they would 

not countenance proposals for transport improvements. Growing 

prosperity in a wider economic context was creating in many towns a 

nucleus of rich meno deeply rooted locally# but with nationwide 

economic links# who, by the nature of their social standing# were the 

likely material for the establishment of local oligarchiong to which 

H. P. Is had in some measure to conform. For oxamplegmany of the 

maltaters in Derby were establishing broader commercial links at the 

end of the seventeenth century and were anxious to develop navigation 

on the river Derwent. The issue of the proposed waterway was an 

important factor in the politico of the borough$ it being noted by 

Houghton thats- 

#Great endeavours have been made to bring the navigation to Derbyt 

lo Namier and Brookel It P-47. 

2. Plumbq p. 91. 
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and an far above an Darley in the peak. And whoover atood for yar- 

liamont mang and gave hopoo for offecting of this$ han commonly boon 

chosen .* 0' 

Whether the increase in the size of the eloctorato 0 and the rivina 

cost of elections in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth 

conturies, mado candidates and HaPe's more rooponcivo to the wichoo of 

their constituents on local Jasuea isetill a matter of conjecture, 

nevertheless* tho largo numbers of nembors who recorded their votes 

at diVicions on inland navigation Billa in the years after 1688 may 

not have boon solely due to the deficiencies in Parliament arl proc d um 

to which reference has already been =ad*# Cortainlyl the failure of 

jt. P. 2a to respond to the wichos of influential local opinion might 

havo serious political repercussions$ no the members for the county 

of Cheshire found to their coot in 1710P they having aro used dice atis- 

faction from their failure to strenuously oppoce the Weaver naviga- 

tion* 2 Similarly# the failure to secure Parliamentary authorisation 

for the extension of navigation above Wakefield seems to haveprovided 

an election issue among the leading Halifax freeholdsra at the York- 

shire bye-election of 174le Lord Irwin# who vao actively engaged m 

behalf of the Ministerial candidatep Cholmley Turner was informed 

that: - 

## ** the Gentlemen who are co var: 2 for tho navigation from Vakefield 

to Ealand are prejudiced aZainot, Mr Turner bocauco he did not favour 

their Bill the last Sessions 
1, willan p,. 36 

2, Ibid. ' 

3. Temple Nowa= I=* TII/PO/10/9 
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As it happened# the Tory candidate was not received with any great 

enthusiasm eitherg as was apparent from the reception which one of 

his leading supporters received: - 

$#, a * Sir John Kaye was on, Saturday at Halifax$ but coud got none of 

the freeholders to meet-himo Din'd alono. much out of humour# and 

imediately after returned home .aa, Caygillp Adioeon and other Lead- 

ing men Declared absolutely against rox# as one who had appearld 

against their Navigatioup And S# Samuel Armytage declares he will 

not meddle# unless they find Sir Hilee a Better partner* My Informer 

says, that if Sir Rowland'Winn (who as to the Navigation stood indiff- 

., ', erent) woud go over to Halifax next Saturday, it woud bo of the great- 

est Service'to. the Cause 

Once slectedg. what was the role of the M. P* in the economic 

'devolopment of his conatituencyp or in the preservation of existing 

ý, conditions? Undoýbtedly# one important part of his work was to keep 

local-interests informed of matters being considered by Parliament, 

particularly if there were likely to be repercussions at a local level* 

, The extant correspondence between the M*Pole of Bull and the corpora- 

. -,,, tion in the late seventeenth and early. sighteenth conturioat supple- 

mented by newsletters from their lintallieencerl provided the develop- 

ing merchant community with a continuous record of the activities of 

parliament. Many years laterp Sir George Savilop whose Parliamentary 

'career was larggly a record of service to hie conctituonts without 

-material reward to himself# sought to ýOassure 
mercantile interacts 

-JnYorkahire concerning a proposed waterway schemet. 

J. -Templo Newsam MSSoMIP011019. 
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1. .* If there be any proceeding commenced in Parliament of which 

there shall be reason to suppose the Country is igporantp I shall 

make it my business to apprize those concorned of it ,, of' 

Apart from providing informationg M. P. Is often advised thoirconstit.. 

uents on the timing of local Bill promotions, or of the moot approp- 

riate tactics which might be employed in opposing improvement schemes., 

For examplep in 1699o Sir William Robinsonp one of the MPOn for 

Yorkadvised the City corporation that the Airo and Calder Bill 

might be opposed by petitioning the House of TArds# assuring them 

that: - 

'the Citty shall loose no reputation# by offering it to no purpono, 

or oposing the bill in the Lords house without come tolerable ycospect 

of 'Succass. 12 

It was not uncommon for W. 's to request their constituents to 

send Unstructional on local matters before the commencement of a 

new Parliamentary session* In October 1667* Anthony Gilby one of the 

M, P. te for Hull wrote to the corporation: - 

#. I did not think I should have come so soon for London olce I 

should have received your commands before I had loft youg but since 

my occasions heare prevented that# I hope you vill now please to lot 

ma heare from you and what directions you shall give me, in relation 

to the Interest of the Tovu of Hullq for my deportment in this Par- 

liamentg I shall strictly observe and what you shall further say to 
1ý Temple Nowsam MSS& TN/LA. 5`--/-``171.3* 

2, Unwins IACN ill, p. 77. 
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I-,, I 

me, concerning the good of the whole nation I rhall look upon it as 

my best Councill 9, 'I 

There in little roason to suppose that members receiving instructions 

from constituonts took no stops to follow theme In April 1679o 

Thomas Grosvenoro one of the H, Peta of Choater wrote to the mayor 

and made reference to his exertions in the 11ouno of Commone on behalf 

of the boroucht- 

Min dayp I have had a hard bout about the bringing in of Irich 

cattle* 'go cat untill, 4 o'clock in the afternoon* I thought I 

ohould bo pulled to piocen of my countroycen and the root of my 

acquetntanco for deviding the houne against themg for the good of the 

citty *#a There in no particular newon but what in in the voteng 

the which you have in the Coffy Houcen with you *12 

In the pastago of transport improvement Billo through Parliament# 

the H,. P. to within a region were often called upon to play a major 

role* It may have facilitated the promotion of a Bill for the pro- 

motors to have included a number of H*P*lc* On the other hands the 

odds were also high that a number of members would be directly con- 

cernod in any attempt to frustrate an Improvement echemeo Foremarb, 

the Wye Act of 1696 included four Wets amonS the undertakers 

authorised to effect improvements* tho Bill being passed in a Parlia- 

montary session when the influence of the 11arloy-Foloy group was 

particularly atronj; *3 
1* Bull Lettera* Lo ? 62* London October 199T. 

20 11int* HSS* Co=, t VIIIP 391, London 10 April 1679. 

3# Plumbs p*18* 45 



Much dopondod on the influonco which tho member had in the Housoo 

in 16980 Sir Godfrey Copley the loading promoter of a Bill to extend 

navigation above Doneacter could muster 91 follow XPPOG At thO 

division on the second reading# but opponents of the vcheme secured 

the support of 202 memberat 
1 In, goneral, the personal interoct of 

HoPela seems to have been uore important than party political concid- 

erations where private and local Bill" wero concornod# with a tow 

notable exceptions* rOr O=mPlOp party foolina co=s to have run 

hich in the heated controversy betwoon the promoters of tho Drideo- 

rater canal and the proprietorn of tho Hersey and Irvoll Navigation, 2 

Tho rolo of H*Pota no intermediarien betwoon promotera oroppononts 

and Parliament coema to have boon more usual, In thin capacity they 

were Called upon to precont potitionag to Solicit an'intorost and to 

take an active part in co=itteo* On controverDial local iscuos, 

the M. P. night be placed in a difficult predicament, Support for 

one aoction of local opinion# oven in a Parliamentary boroughs was 

likely to alienate other interacts* Few Committoo chairmon wore of 

the stature of Sir George Saviloo who could - on many local Issues 

claim to be an thonect broker# between conflicting riparian or 

co=ercial Croupoo In ]February 1767#, cne of Saviloto follow combers 

doccribed his prodicamant: - 

#9 **I nuct give come Account of your Yorkabiro businer's - Sumlo 

and Uro are revived- both I think must fail# I am, out of all Choi= 
I- H--oOfjC--. -Journals, XII9 77. 

2. CliffordIvIi311-The, Duke of BridEerater and his friends,, boins Whigs 
had the support of that party; the old navigation wore able to 

muster the aid of tho TorieB. 
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so hope shall steer clear of all blame not only from the parties but 

from you - obeerving thin rule, keeping out of their dieputen an much 

as I can and when necessary acting with Candour honesty and resolution 

We take care of the Port of Hull tomorrow. I had difficulty 
I 

to make Weddle take tho chair being in a Committee of the whole house 
1 he wanted me to do it# but he is certainly the fit person ... ýI 

Undoubtedlyv many county HaP. Is did not 60 to Wootminstor to mako 

or unmake governments, and to win places of honour for themaelvea: - 

fthey went there to watch over the interesto of their conatituento 

and to look on political matters with an independent eye, 02 

It is pertinent to poso the queationp what bonofite accrued to 

Hop. to an a result of their support of local interests? An. analysin 

of transport authorisation Acts reveals the extent to which provisoes 
I 

and saving clauses had been written in during the passage of Bills 

through Parliament. In general# such clauses were likely to satisfy 

opponents as much - and in most cases probably more - an individual 

H. P*#B* Nevertheless# membora were undoubtedly in a atrong bargain- 

ing ponition while a Bill was proceeding throuGh Parliaments to 

negotiate favourable agreements for the development of their own 

estates. Here perhaps one example may be cited, In 1698t Sir John 

Bland, one of the HoPols for Pontefract opposed the JLire and Calder 

Bý1;,, When a now Bill was promoted in the following cession$ he wau 

the chairman of the committee which cousiderod the Bill after the 

second reading$ a position he, waa able to exploit for the benefit of 
le Zavile MSS* DDSH 221; U0. 

2, Namier and Brookes Is p., 5. 
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his constituents and himself* Mile the Bill was in committoot an 

agrooment was reached betreon Bland and the promotern of the ndviGA- 

tion, schemog, catting out thats- 

'whoroas there is a Bill now dependinj; in the Houna of Co., mona 

for makoing **e Airo and Calder Davigablo o (and) *, for 

the prevention of differences between Sir John Bland ** and the 

unAertakers **. concernina reparation for damages *** that if 

the Bill doo pano into an Act #4& thon ,#* Bland ** shall let 

and the undertakers shall take to farmo the mills for forty one 

years (the undertakers) to and from Cautlatord Bridee or 

any other place Below j, ** permit **a Bland *#e at all times to 

carry and recarry coal$ lizo **. up and dovno the rivers and froely 

to pass and repass any Locks **& sluices of gatos uhich shall be 

crectod by &*& undertakore vithout payina any toll duty or 

thins whatsoever,, 
A 

The inhabitanto of Pontofract, - Blandle conatituento - wero to pay 

no tolls on that stretch of the river Aire which van already navigrUe. 

It noema probable that similar agreomtne %vre mado with other 

Influential landowncre and H,, P., 1s while the Bill vac paccing through 
2 Parliament* 

Members of Parli=ont in the period under conaideration do not 

seen to have used their position to vacuro invactmant opportunition 

1. Unwing #ACN lig 

Ibidv p. 76. 
0- 
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in transport undertakingag nor is there much evidence of their being 

rewarded for services rendered by allowing them to securo important 

positions within the bodiec authorised to effect the improvement of 
1 

roads, rivers or ports, When Sir Abstrupus Danbyl one of the M*P*$u 

for Aldborouch agreed to support the promoters of the Aire caid 

Calder Bill in 1698# a promice vras made that he miGht have rooerved: - 

'whatever Sume'you'aro pleased to subscribe towards the Undertalting*12 

Neither Danbyl, nor Sir John Blands'who was actUally named ac one of 

the undertakers in the authorisation Act$ actually subscribed* A 

comprAe"ive' study of the invýatm6nts of 11*P, 1s In local undortaklyge 

would undoubtedly prov; inialuable in'assessing the full role of 

members in the developient oftheir constituencies. In general - 

and it must at this stage be 'a tentative spoculation - H. P, 's seom 

to have contributed to improvement undertakings an much from political 

considerations to keep a particular interest warm an from motives 

of great personal gain, William Jessop andk,. ndrew Wilkinsons agents 

for the Duke of Newcastle in the West Riding and Boroughbridgo 

respectively each contributed to the Don undertaking* and played an 
4 

active role in the promotion or Bills to authorize and develop the 

south Yorkshire undertakings but seem to have hold no more than two 
3 

shares out of 150, The influence of Lord Rockingham at York stemmed 
io In this respect there se emu to have been a marked contrast with 

the subsequent. promotiop of Railway Bills* BY 1847t, no loss than 
178 M. P. 's were directors of Railway Companion. Hathian (1969). 

2. Unwins 1AGN i's p. 639 

3- infrag P. . 532. For River Don shareholders vide Leader, It P-170. 49 



from his position as leader of the Whigs in Yorkshire and wau 

strengthened by his careful handling of tho constituency# an may be 

seen in the following Address of its citizens: - 

'That the thanks of this Corporation be signified by the Lord Mayor 

to Lord Marquis of Rockingham for his generous Contribution of ZIOO 

towards the intended Improvements of one of our Streets# and for pro- 

noting the Improvemont and Advantage of this City 

Rockingham contributed to a nwaber of turnpike trusto in the Went 

Ridingg although his motives for so doing are not ontiroly cloar*2 

The willingness to contribute to local improvemont Ochemos was 

likely to be among the more important factore which would recommond 

a political #interest$ to a borough constituoncy or to cortain groups 

of freeholders in the countye In August 1726p after the Bill to 

improve the navigation of the river Don had boon pasood, tho corpora. 

tion of Doncaster sent a deputation to oxpross their gratitudo to 

Thomas Wentworth for hi3 assistance in the promotion of the schemet 

and promised that they would: - 

#be ready to Serve him with their Votes and Interest at the noxt 

Election for a Knight of the Shiro, 

Although there seems little doubt that Wentworth was primarily con. 

cerned with extending the market for coal mined on hie entatev he 

also found that espousing the Don Bill enhanced hie political interwt 

with some sections in the county, A year later# it was agreed by 
To Wentworth Woodhouse MSSI R1/39. 

Infra, j PIP* 632,634,690. 

3- Doncaster Courtiers (unpublished), p. 667 
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tho corporation of Doncaster that: - 
'at the next election for combers of Parliament the pooror nort of 

freeholders shall have horses found then and their expenses allowed 

at the chargo to the corporation at 70 6d per man for those that 

will vote for Sir Thomas Wontworth and Hr Turnarl and that tro pdacea 

of roast beofs to be onton cold# and two barrolu of ale be provided 

against Thursday r-orninco whon, the frooholdern are to cot forwardoll 

Few corporations went no far in epolling out the significance or 

local izprovemont schemes aa Ono of tho factors which mi&. t dotermine 

political affiliationg. 

it in not poscible to accoss quantitatively the contribution mcdo 

by m, p. ta to the economic development of their conatituonciou in the 

lato covonteanth. and, early oighteenth conturiout when the Oxtencion 

of Inland navigat-lon was bringing somo of the most fortile ar. d 

productive rogions of England within cheap and cavy roach of TAndon 

and tho major outportoo What is now clear is that the inprovomente 

effected in both land and wator co=unicationa were often poor sub- 

otitutos for tho transport schemos originally plonnod. Partly,, this 

was due to tho limitations imposad on the atatutorv authority of 

inland navigation undertakers and turnpike tructcoo; partly to the 

shortcomings of road and rivcr ongineering; and partly to tho limited 

capital outlay on transport undortakini; a in the pro-canal age* 

Although local economic isolation was being gradually obliterated$ 

the economic watorched which ran down the spine of the country was 

not broken until the construction of the trunk canals in the 1770'o* 

1. Doncnoter lRecordng IV$ 201 
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UV) TIM HUMUR-OUSE-MNT IMION 

Until the last quarter of the eighteenth century$ when roads and 

canals helped to establish national markets for primaryl secondary 

and tertiary products$ it was possible to distinguish regional arcas 

with a recognizable economic life of their own, Of the five great 

river systems which covarod much of the country$ the Humbor-Ouse-Trozt 

system was the largest in extonts the waterways providing a medium 

for intra-regional exchange and for ontrepot traffic with the outside 

world. At the same time# by virtue of its varied agricultural$ 

mineral and manufacturing rosourceng its topography and its gooera. 

phical position, the region reflected most of the contemporary 

currents of economic change* 

From early times the Ilumberp Ouse and Trentg together with their 

tributaries# have formed an extonsive, vaterway system, Draining 

one-sixth of the area of England and Waloso and receiving water from 

more points than any other river systems a large region is opened up 

which extends from the Pennines and the Peak to the Yorkshire and 

Lincolnshire wolds, For the river Valley CommunitioaO the waterways 

provided not merely sources of power and piscatorial. resorvoiral ýut 

also-the principal means of commercial exchange - especially for 

bulky goods - between different parts of the rogiong and important 

channels of ingress from - or egress to other parts of Britain and 

Europe* At the same timep the undrained character of many of the 

river valleys tended to constrict settlemente and to render other 

forms of carriage difficult in some seasonat impoesiblo at other 
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timese The rivers were at once gateways and physical and psycho- 

logical barriers, 

In the seventeenth century, it was still possil)le to go t,: i water 

from Nottingham to Yorkv or from Lincoln to Knottingley, or from 

Doncaster to Hull without ever passing out into the open sea, or 

the thirty or more inland ports and shipping points within the Humber 

-Oune-Trent waterway systemp three main Classifications may be made, 

according to the nature of their trade and the vessels which regularg'y 

plied to and from them. The major inland portas which included 

Selby and York on the Ousee and Stockwith and Gainaborough on the 

Trent, participated in the coastine tradep besides dealing with Hull, 

and with lesser ports within the region for which they provided tnum- 

shipment facilities. A second category of ports were able to trade 

by water to Hull, but could not participate directly in the coasting 

trade. These included Beverley - which maintained water links with 

the major Humber port by means of the river Hull and Beverley becis, 

West Gottingwith on the Yorltsi-Are Derwentq Tadcaster on the river 

an4 Wharfe, Knottingley on the Airep Thorne and Doncaster on the Dong 

Newark on the irent. The third category of shipping points consisted 

of those head ports and minor havenes which were unable to pefticdpate 

either in the coasting trade or directly in the water trade to Hull, 

being usually dependent on a transhipment 
.,, ort within the region. 

These included Mi-lby, which depended on Yori,. for transhipment 

facilities either to Hull or other outports and London; Bawtry on the 

Idleq whence goods were sent to Stockwith for transhipment; and 

Nottingham and Wilne Ferry on tne Trent, whence VeSROls bro'-te bul: ý 
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at Gainaborough and Stockwith* 

Although river navigation provided the principal means of carriage 

- particularly for bulky goods - land carriage routes did not remain 

undeveloped, Like the ports of the region# the roads may be claosi- 

fied according to the nature of traffic opecialismoo A number of 

stretches of roads were essentially parts of the major highways thich 

linked London and the North. Other roads provided inter-regional 

trans-Pennine links& Another category ot roads may be classed as 

Ifeedors' to the inland and coastal ports, From the river ports 

and heads of navigation# hinterlands were tapped by land carriage 

routest the limits of which were largely determined by the proximity 

or suitability of alternative lines of land and water carriage. Thus 

in the North-Riding# the ports of the Tees estuary were often used IV 

commercial and mining interests in preference to the ports of the 

Ouse and Humber basinst of which - geographically - they wore a part, 

Traffic on the remaining roads was essentially local in characterg 

sometimes being noted for particular commodities, an in the cane of 

many of the coal roads of the region. 

By the late seventeenth century9 the procedure for highway main- 

tenance and river conservation was well established in England and 

Wales* Within the Humber-Ouse-Trent region other jurisdictions had 

been created - or in some cases pro-datod - the Commissions of Severe 

which had considerable powers in all matters concerning drainage and 

flood prevention in the main marshland areas, For exampleg a con- 

servancy charter of 1462 appointed the city corporation of York 
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overseers and conservators of the Ouse and Humberg of the Wharfe to 

Tadcaster Bridge, the Derwent to Sutton Bridgep the Aire toKnotthg1W 

Hills-and the Don to Doncaster Hills* Thin extensive jurisdiction 

meant that the city was empowered to take steps to preserve the 

rivers an open waterwaysg although there seems to have been no 

authority to effect long torm improvements, ' 

Although the Commissioners of Severs were empowered to make now 

cuts for drainage purposeog they could not authorino the making of a 

now river channel or the introduction of innovations which stemmed 

from the need to improve navigation* The problems of maintaining, 

improving or extending the navigable waterways of the Humberg Ouse 

and Trent basins were perennial concerns for the various trading and 

shipping interests within the region. Modest efforts to conserve 

navigation were capable of rousing a host of vented interests,,, 

proposals for the development of a particular waterway often produced, 

vigorous opposition from riparian proprietors and from neighbouring 

communities determined to maintain the status quo of regional 

commercial patterns. 

By the end of the seventeenth century it was apparent that the 

advantages lay increasingly with ports situated on rivers which were 

naturally navigablel and remained sog without the necessity of major 

improvements*. A pamphlet published in 1675 set out that: - 

Cities seated upon navigable Rivers far within the Land look 

like some Noble Exchange of Nature's own designing; where the Native 

1. Duckham, (1967), P*34. 
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and 'the Forreigner may immediately meet$ and put off to each other 

the particular commodities of the growth of their own Countroyn; the 

Native (as a Merchant) receiving the ForreiGn Goods at first hand', cod 

exchanging his own for theirs at the very place where they are made# 

or grow; org at mosto Going no further to itl than to his ordinary 

Market ... there in more advantage to tho'no places$ whichl being 

coated far within the Land ,. * do enjoy the benefit of Commerce by 

some Navigable Riverp than to those Port-Towne which are coated in 

some Crooke or Bay only$ and are (as I may call it) Land-lock1d, 

having no passage up into the Land but by Carriages .* of' 

A study of the ports of the east Midlandsg Yorkshire and Humber- 

side in'the late seventeenth and first half of the eighteenth crdutury 

reieale a variety of potential among'the economic interests of the 

region* The nature of the estuarine Humber made it difficult for 

small boats of shallow draught to ply safely to and from the port of 

Hull; while the tendency of many of the rivers to become silted, 

coupled with the increasing size Of many coasting vesselog rondered 

natural accessibility to a number of river ports more difficult, 

The problems of York exemplified such disadvantages, the city fathers 

being regularly faced with the question of what methods should be 

most appropriately - and cheaply - adopted to maintain a navigable 

channel. Commercial and shipping interests at other ports seem to 

have been anxious to modify their functions within the waterway qutem_ 
1. Pratts ppollo-129 quoting pamphlet by 'RoS, l entitled Avonat or a 

Transient View of the Benefit of naking_ the Rivers of this KinEPdolm 
Available. 
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For ex=plej when the Don acheme van revived in tho 1720'a a number 

of tradern in Doncaster wore oýtWctic that the otatus of the port 

as a head of naviCation would be modified, and that the town would 

become a tranahipment port with direct access at all timen of tho 

year to Uulle 

Although improvement van Un the air'# particular circtLtetancos 

woro necessary to transform *local co=ýrcial aspirations into the 

practival, reality oUpromoting and obtaining statutory authority for 

an improvement undertaking* EffOctiVO attempts to maintain the 

position of established inland portag or to modify their *main functionst 

and efforts to promote now improvemente seem to have depended as much 

on the conditions prevailing vithin the river valley communities and 

their hinterlandal than on the level of interest ratos or optimim 

Accompanying the ending of international hontilitiec. Changon in 

the organization, capital structurep locations and production tech- 

niquou - stimulated sometimes by extra-roGional factors and modifica- 

tions in demand patterns - of the agrarian, mining and manufacturing 

interests within the region# tended to modify market conditionn"and 

potentialt often leading to pressure on established land and water 

carringe routeng and to the search for viable altornativoc andimpvm- 

mentse However, the pace of chanVo was not uniforml certain communi- 

ties and manufacturing or commercial groups being anxious to develop 

improved trading facilities before noiahbouring intorestag onzaged 

in the s=e - or similar - lines of businena had reached ouch a 

po sition* 
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In examining the problems faced by the various tradingg miningp 

manufacturing and agrarian interests concerned in the river =arketa 

and, porto within the Humber-Ouce-Trent regionj together with the 

ways in which they were worked out on the political stal; ot it is 

clear that the use, of waterway and turnpike records alono would be 

large3, y inadequate* To provide a, picturo of the conditionc which 

prevailed in the inland ports and their hinterlands it has been 

necessary to uso a variety of primary and socondary material, Thw 

paucity of commercial archiveaýextant ; or the late seventeenth 

century =ako it difficult to provide a-dotailod analyvic of the 

numerous trading interests within the region and to assess thelextent 

of their intra-regional# inter-regional and international activities* 

-, Such records have boon supplemented where possible by estate account 

books and correapondencep which often provide the names of whart. 

itgerBp carriers and the categories of goods received frcm the 

nearest inland and coastal ports, In at least one instance, theL 

State Papers have enabled me to describe dealines in a particular 

commodityl while depocitions from Exchequer litiCation concerning 

controversy over the payment of local tolls have been used to piece 

together a picture of come of the lessor commercial routes of the 

region, At times of great activity in the promotion of improvement 

schemes$ reliance hambeen plnced partly on the appropriate Parlia-, 

'pentary 
paperag supplementod by riparian munimontal municipal 

archivesq quarter Sessions and deeds of title, In describing the 

development of transport schomosq the stAutorl authalsatiow have been 
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considered$ together with the extant archives of inland navigation 

and turnpike undertakingas supplemented where necessary by private 

and municipal nunimentse 

The dissertation has been divided into five main phaoea of develop- 

mentip largely detormined by the extent of activity in tho promotion 

of improvomont, schomeal namelyt the years between the Restoration 

and the Revolution; the years between the outbreak of the War of the 

League of Augsburg and the outbreak of the War of the Spanish 

Succession; the first two decades of the eighteenth conturyl tho 

period which has boon termed Ithe Ago of Valpololl and tho years 

between tho, outbreak of the War of'tho Austrian Succession and the 

conclusion of the Seven Yearn War* The chapter divisions are not 

entirely rigid$ and$ where necoccary #overlapping' has been employed. 

For each period a detailed analysis is made of the conditions which 

prevailed within the regions coupled with dotailod accounts of the 

nature and timing of improvement schemes* The dissertation in 

concluded with a short analynis of the main intra-regional develop- 

ments over the whole period. 
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The Humbor-Ouso-Trent Pegion. 1660-1688 

(1) INTRODUCTION 

The period between the Postoration and the end of the nevontoonth 

century was to prove a relatively fertile and progrossivo period in 

English history, in spite of two short wars aCainat the Dutch and a 

longer strugglo with France in the War of tho League of Augsburg. 

Cradled in protective legislation enforced by naval powerp England 

was becoming a world entrepot on its own in an age of commorcial, 

revolution. In the years of good trade between 1677-88 there was a 

sharp and continuous growth in exports and imports by approximately 

one-third# and a rapid development of the ro-export trade in ougaro 

tobacco# calicoes and silk. 
1 It was the last period for fifty years 

in which woollen cloth export - the old staple of the export trade - 

was growing# although it was figuring less largo in total trado and 

there were many vicissitudes in the domestic inductry, 2 Among the 

perceptible chanson in the pattern and character of industry in late 

Stuart EnGland the sudden Growth of the Devon norgo industry and the 

rapid expansion of the West Riding textile manufactures must figure 
1* DaVis, "Trad. 09 p*2* The ro-export trade grow from negligible 

proportions to nearly ono..! third of. total Oxporta in 1699-17019with 

a corresponding growth in the import trado. 

, 2, Ibid, 
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prominently* Significant changes were tal-Ang place in a number of 

industries in the later seventeenth century# and scientific curiosity 

gave renewed impetus to the development of now technologies* 
1 An 

increasine propottion of coal output wan being used for industrial 

purposoop the coalfields which were exploited most rapidly boing thono 

in the Hidlandso with Wales and Scotland followinG close behind in 

rates of growth* 
2 In the same yoarop coal played its part In the 

steady process 9f urbanizationg several now towns appearing along the 

Tyne and Wear valleys# in the West Riding and in Lancachiro*3 The 

steady increase in the home production of food naturally assisted in 

this phase of town development# and was sufficient to enable England 

to turn frqm a corn importing to a corn exportina country* 

Within. tho Itumbor-Ouce-Tront rogion thoro waro indications of 

recovery from the disturbances of the Civil War and Commonwoalths 

and signs, of expancion in ;t number of industries$ notably coal$ irons 

leads woollen cloths and a number of socondary manufactures accociated 

with the products of agriculture* Leas noteworthy rero, the offorto 

to improve inland naviention and conditions at the coastal and inland 

ports of the regions the majority of which either failed to Got off 

the ground or were rendered abortive by rival commercial communitim 

during the thirty years which followed the Restoration* 
To Wilsong P612. 
2, Ibido p*198. 

3* Ibids p. 204. 
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It is proposed in thin chapter to study in detail the conditions 

of trade and transport which prevailed within the liumber-Ouso-Trent 

region in the later decades of the seventeenth century; to consider 

the various attempts to bring about improvements; and to offer a 

number of tentative suggestions as to why so little was actually 

accomplished. 

(ji ) THE HUMBER PORTS 

The perils and difficulties of navigation in the estuarine TDIMber 

were significant factors in determining the nature or role of the 

numerous river ports within the region, Celia Fiennee found that 

the Humber wan a hazardous watery., ay: - 
irowlea and tosses just like the Sea, only the coile being clay turms 

the water and waves yellow and soo it differs from the sea in coulloaq 

not else; its a hazardous water by reason of many shoaren the tides 

meete 

North of Whitton there were dangerous nandbanko which could all too 

easily bring disaster for vessels whose masters were not roll 

acquainted with the Humber. 2 It was generally agreed by those who 

participated in the river trade: - 

'that five foot water is the least that vessels of 30 tons should 

draw to live in Itumber s3 

1, Celia Fiennes, p. 88. 

2* De la Pryme, P-140. 
34' Mellish HSS, 16Z/15* Some shipmasters affirmed that: -#quantity of 

Water necessary for vessels to drawo to give them weight and cUadi- 

noso in the Humber, - moot people toll me six feetj none under five 
feet. 0 Hellish MSS. 162/14* 
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The nature of the Ilumberp which forms the common estuary of the Ouse 

and Trent# was one factor instrumental in the development of the 

different categories of river ports within the waterway systemp to 

which reference has already been made. 
I 

(I I i) BULL 

Becaueo of ito medieval importancop Hull had boon appointed the 

central Customs receiving port for the Humber areap which stretched 

roughly from Scarborough in the north to Theddlothorpe in Lincoln. 

shire in the south. All chips entering or leaving this area had to 

be checked through the Customs House at Hull* 2 In the later seven. 

teenth century, Hull was still almost entirely confined to the vestezu 

bank of the lower river Hulls a left bank tributary of the Humber. 

In 1300# there were only fi. fteen streets in Hull; by 1640t the number 

had increased to thirty-twos but then remained stationary until the 

end of the seventeenth centuryt notwithstanding the fact that the 

population of the port had increacod to almost 120000p creating an 
3 

acute housing problem. Celia Fiennes found there: - 
$the buildings .., very neateo good streets, its a good tradeing 

town by means of thin great River Humber that ebbs and flown like 

the sea .,, and takes in all the great Rivera# the Trontp Ouse$ 

Aireq Dono the Derwont and the Bull j4 

10 §u2ra, p. 5.5, 

2. Jackson, P-3. 
3i WoJ; Davies# 'A Description of the Trade and Shipping of Bull 

During the Seventeenth Centuryl (unpublished M. A. thesis. MLVOZB* 
College of South Waleal 1937)#P. 85 

4. Celia Fiennes. P. 88 
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In the late novonteenth century there wero botwoon twenty and 

thirty ataithoo in the haven at Hull* noveral of which kept cranec, 

acaloo and woighto*l The tonnage of shipping bolonging to tho'port 

iroso from ro=o 2#5.00 tone in 1582 to boma 79600 tons by 1702o 2 In 

a survey =ado by the Corporation in 1672t It was found that 44 chips 

great and small - belonged to Itullp but that: - 

IthouSh there ray coom a great trade horop yet it in carried on with 

(by) strangers* as roll merchants no shipa. 13 

Cortainlys many more vessola used the portp forp later In the camo 

year# it was noted by one Hull merchant thatt- 

#moot of tho ships of thin town# being near a hundred are at precont 

abroad$ not above 10 or 12 being now in harbour*#4 

The rajority of Ifulles seagoing ships in the early cove nte enth conturl, 

were of about a hundred tone-burthen - hoyag pinIto and crayorn 

although they tanded to. increaso in size as the century progrosoed*5 

Many of the vesnele which were entered at the Customs 11ouce did not 

belong to the Humber port# but to the inland porto of the Ouso and 

Trontq particularly York$ Bolbyp Stockwith and Gainaboroughe 

The morchantag factors and chipping agents at Bull had anextongivo 

corrospondanco with the inland ports of tho liumbor-Ouco-Trent regiono 
I* F. R. 0o 1; 134/3! ý Chao* 11/gich*51, 
2, Davis (1962)0 p*35* 
3* P*R*O* S*P*29/235/12? a 
4* P*R*O* S*N29/318/44- 
50 A'Calendar of the r. arly Judromenta of the Ilull TrinitZ n -Ifou at 

ed, r*W. Brooke (Y2A.. S. 
-Pecqrd 

Series cxvr w5u), P*23* 
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with London and the outports of the east coast# and with the Baltic 

states and the Low Countries* Gooda arriving In Hull were usually 

distributed throughout the hinterland by means of direct ccomunimtIon 

by water. In the first instancep ac orreapondence was probably 

begun by an advortlaing letter sent by a hopeful morchant, to someone 

who had boon recommended to him# or of whom he had board good reports* 
I Once a correspondence had bogung a merchant simply advised hie 

customers of anything in stock which he thought might interest themo 

Vion George Cook, a London merchant souSht to estab2lah a correepond- 

ence at Hullq he wau advino4 by Henry Thompsonp a leading York 

merchant: - 

I... you need not any (correspondent) for that ships are noo sooner 

arrived but we have notice where, presently we order our goods to be 

landed or keeled up to Tork as see cause and you may know by the way 

that the greatest vent now at Hull in to the tradesmen of thin towno 

wch Commodities they receives most by Commiccionj tho therein comes 

noo great advantago'to the interoused and coo iff you continue your 

resolution of sending part of your flax to the port of Hull may if 

you please consigno all to my selfe, and shall it being your order 

land half of the goods there to take the market and leave them with 

a friend for whom will answer$ and the other half I vill bring upp 

to Yorke to disposo on ** 90 
1 

Most of the coasting vencels thich were entered at Hull brought 

cargoes from London* This was a commercial axis of great importance 
1. E. R. A,, Oo Lotter Boolt of Henry Thompeong York merchant* DDFA 39/31o 
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to the H=ber port and ita hinterland# cinco the corchanto and tactom 

of the region had no direct trading connections with either tho East 

or Wont Indiesq and trade with certain areas of southorn Europo and 

America was noaliaible*l Tobacco', grocorion and a wide variety of 

Sooda were importod from lAndono Althoueh most of the home Grown 

wool used in the Wont Riding vobllon industry wan obtained by land 

carriagop the coastal trade in tool botwoon a number of the eact 

coast porta and Hull vas growing rapidly by the end of the covontochth 

century* In 1684t Hull received wool from Kin Sts Lynn# Colchester# 

Great Yarmouth# London and Woodbridge* The f6llowing year$ out of 

the 139900 stones of wool shipped from Kinsta Lynn# all but 60 stones 

wont to Hull* 2 Other items for the West Riding voollen induatry 

imported via gull included fuller'n earth from Rochenter# and alum 

from Whitby and Seaton Slujce03 Importo to Hull alco included coal 

from Newcastle and Sunderland# mostly concumed in the Numbor-Ouce- 

Trent waterway systems in 16981 the coalmastern of Tyneside and 

rtoarside complained that more then 400 ships would be laid aside if 

the river markets were to be supplied from the wout Yorkshire coal- 

fiold inctoad of from the North-East* 

19 DaVics 911uWg p*24o Ig 19970 only ono ship which entered null 
from abroad came from &nericae In Harch 167.59 the Yorchnnto 

Pecire, of Hull arrived from Cadiz #with cherries, oilo# fruits 

This in the first chip that is Cone from horo to-that place 
those several years*# S*P*29/369/ý. 

2, Bowden, p, 69* 

3, Willan (1938)o P*80* 
4. Hint. MSS. Commp 11--of L. Has. $ ns. ing 2ile 
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Of tho 154 ships which ontored Hull from abroad in 1687* all 

but ono camo from Norway and tho, Baltic# Hollandp Ge=nny# Franco 

and Flanders* The growth of iron imports Cave increacing importance 

to Hullp aince it cupplied the Sheffield and Birmingham arona with 

Swedish iron through the Ouve azýd Trent river notworkao A growing 

volume of roftwood was also imported and distributed throughout tho 

viaterway, system, rrom. tho ad-coventeenth centuryp tho Batic 

omorgod decialvely an tho tocuo of Hullia import trado. 1 

Tho. impremion. civen of tho export trade of Hull in, tho lator 
. 

seventeonth contury is that of a thriying port drawing a variety or . 
Cooda from an extensive, hinterland# tapping-both a; ricultural and 

industrial aroaeý Corng butter, rapo oilp cloth and load wore 

shipped coastwicos and were cent to Norway and the Baltiq* and to 

Holland and Germany, Coactwise chipmento of Crain consisted larCely 

of oatal barley and wheat consigned to Londong Newcastle# Kingto Lynn 

and Plymoutho, The coactwise shipments of butter uhich had been 

carriod down the Yorkshire Ouse wore consigned almost wholly to Lcodon, 

The armo van true of choose cant down tho Tront. 3 A high proportion 

of tho vessols carrying dairy products which wore entered at the 

Customs Houce at Hull#, operated directly to the inland parts of the 

Ouse and Trento, Rapo oil and rapo cakes wore forwarded to Bull from 

millo in-tho Trent and the Aire and Calder va, 1070.4 
le uaviü--(l962)9 P-2186 
20 DavitzeI4Ullt@ pe26. 
3' Will='(1938)b p6806 
4: infrat P. 107. 



The merchants and factors who purchased pieces of cloth, at the 

local cloth fairs and markets in the West Ridingcold come of them 

locally* but. the great bulk of the kerseya and northern dozens either 

passed to London and thence to other parts of EnGlands or went via 

Londonj Yorkj Hull# Newcastle or Chester to serve the poorer classes 

of Europe, I Although the land carriage Of 'Woollen cloth to the 

annual fair of $t, Bartholomewl or to the more froq4ent sales at 

Blackwell Halle was well developed# woollen cloth was also exported 

through Hullj either to London or to markets in Europe, In the 

early seventeenth century$ coarse northorn woollens compricod nize- 

tenths of the value of Hull's exports* 
2 After the Civil Warg the 

export of kersies continuod to rise until the end of the seventeenth 

century# while the other old trade in northern dozens expanded oven 

more sharply. To these was added a growing export of a now fabric - 

bays - ; which had become marked by the 1680'as and which was to out- 

strip the old draperies early in the next century. Some Manchester 

wares were also exported from Hull* 

Table 1. Number of Clotho exported from Hull (princil2alt"ea)3 

Kercion Dozens Bays 
1637 34055 21*493 961 
1682 34099 279656 121221 
1700 . 53#868 27,335 17A75 

14! Heatont P-146. 
2* Ri=er# 'Loods"s P*117 

Davisl'Hullt, p. 24* In 1684# coastal shipments from Bull includod 
3o269 cingle'doiends 4093 kerseys and 19204 single bays. 

Willan (1938)9 P*120* 
71 



. Lead shipped coastwise from Hull to London, or exported to the 

Low Countries came either from Derbyshireg along the rivers Idle and 

Trento or down the Ouse from the Yorkshire fella. 1 Some of the lead 

from Derbyshire or Yorkshire eventually found its way to Spain and 
ýortugal. a Metal goods - probably made in south Yorkshire or north 

Derbyshire - were sent mainly to London* Other items exported from 

the Humber port included pitch# millstonesp ales and tallow. 3 At 

least two of the items in the export trade of Hull were made up 

partly of roý-ahipmants, Trade in iron consisted partly of ro-exports 

of Swedish iron@ and partly of indigenous iron from south Yorkshirot 

north Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire# being consigned to London, 

Newcastle* King's Lynn and Great Yarmouth., Although some Derbyshire 

coal was exported from Hull in the late seventeenth conturyq the 

principal dealings in that commodity were re-exporto from Newcastle 

and Sunderland, I 

In the late seventeenth contury# Rull's great'morcantilo names 

began to appear - the Sykes# Haistdrs# Crowles and Moulds. For marW 

years Daniel Sykes was the most important merchant at the port, He 

was engaged in the Baltic trade and leased several iron mines in 

Sweden from which his sons and grandsons drew immense wealth. As 

early as 1636 a Mainter was settled at Helsingoro at the entrance to 

the Sound and appears to have pioneered a direct trade in iron betwoon 
10 Willan (1939)0 P'800 -- 

2. R* Gravil##Trading, to Spain and Portugalg 1670-17001# Businees 
HiatoEyj X (1968)t P, 72, 

3. Willan (1938)o P-81- 
72 



Sweden and England, A Henry Mister was liv: tne at Danzig In 1656s 

and for the next contury there wan alWaye a 1-faictor at Stockholm. or 

Gothenburea In the 1680tes Henry Mister stood far ahead of all 

othor Baltic merchants in Hullp the only one of thom to trade on a 

scale comparable with that of the great Baltic merchants in London*' 

The growing affluence of the co=ercial community at Rull no doubt 

reflects the growing trade of the ports which ontered a modest phase 

of expansion around tho middle decades of the seventeenth century, At 

the end of the centurys a contemporary*diariet found Hull: - 

tniehtily improved since I last saw it*12 

(: LV) VIE MAINTENA14CE AND IMPROMIENT OF THE POET OF BULL 

The quertiont; of maintone. nce and improvement at 11ull and other 

ports of the rccion were clonoly linked with tho issue of tolls# over 

which there was incessant controversy and litigation in the r*-., -, ntocnth 

centur: * At 11ullp water bailiff's duos were levied on goods : Import: -d 

and exported, and on the tonnage of voosele enterIng or leaving the 

portg freemen of the town being to come extent ox6pt from payment, 

In addition# under a Charter granted by Jamoc I# duos wore charged 

specifically on exported lcad. 3 The serious limitations on lading 

and unladlng within the port were ag3ravatedl, bocauco - under an 

1, Davis$ 'Bull$# p*26, 

2* Do U. Pr3me'l p*1849 

3v Easto P*193* 
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Elizabethan Charter - no open legal quay was provided to which oxcivo, 

non had access*' After the Restorations the lead merchants and 

factors of, Dorbyshiro and Yorkshiro made repeated complaints against 

the payment of dues at the Tsoolhouco or Co =. on Weigh House at the 

Kina'a Great Boams, occacioned largely by tho, inadequacy of facilities 

in the haven for lodging and weighing the, incroanina quantities of 

lead which wero axportcd* The corporation of Hull van criticized 

for exactinC water bailiff#c dues without payina sufficient attention 

to haintaininS tho depth of the river channel. 

Xn 1665, several Chostortiold morchants apprised the corporation 

of Bull that numorous complaints had boon received from the koolmon 

of Stockritht- 

'that they was lonS kept from the doliveria of their Lead at Bull, in 

coo much that unleac we %-ill allowo them domurridr. o. they cay they 

will not trato on any snore lead att the fraught they usually did. 12 

The rerchanto reminded the corporation of their obligations to pro-. ent 

delays# and to facilitate the export of leadt- 

#woo verie. well remember upon our agreement with you thin wan mentio- 

nodas a grievance and you then promised that Caro ahould be taken to 

prevent It* upon our givina you notice thereof# which we hopo you 

vill carefullio pcrforme upon the roceipt of thocog and that you will- 

soo catiefic the'lzoolnon that we shall hearo no more from then about 

this matter, ' 
19 Uq do Boorg t&volution of Kingaton. -up3n-Rullig GporrnpU 

. 7XXXI 
(1946)#P#144* 

Z. IIuU Lottorne L. 718 
3, loc-cit* 
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AlthouZh there is little evidence that the corporation took the 

requisite steps to satisfy the Derbyehiro lead morchants and Trent 

keelmen a number of boatyards and staithos were leased from Bull 

merchants and boatwrights to store lead which could not be otored in 

the Woolhouse, ' 

The lead dealers and factors also accuced the lessee of the Wool- 

house of engaging directly in tradel. and of undue proforonces, which 

caused much Ill-feeling among the commercial community. When the 

lease expired in 1670t the corporation decided to administer the 

Woolhouse directlys, an overseer being appointed at a salary of E20 a 

year*2 

To roctify the increasingly manifest defects of the haven at Hullj, 

the corporation contemplated the promotion of a Bill to cocure addit- 

ional duties for the upkeep Of the port* Other ports were seeking 

similar statutory provisions in the years after the Rostorationt 

which undoubtedly had isomo influence on the Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 

ports, in November 1670# Andrew Marvell -- on* of tho M. P. In for 

Hull - cautioned the mayor and aldermen of the need to prepare a Bill 

thoroughlyt and advised the corporation not to promote legislation 

to secure a duty on coal which might be used to repair the havon. 3 

During the 1670'es complaints continued that the depth of water 

in the haven was insufficient# and that the channel of the river wan 
le Hull Bench Booksp VIII fOl*90# 

2, Ibidq fol. 209* The overseor agreed 'not to sell or ship any lead 
for any Merchants whatsoever either directly or indirectly during 
his tenure of offico. t 

3. Marvell# p, 3-12. 
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ao, warped up that vensels had difficulty in approaching the staitheso 

that they could not anchor without great difficulty, and that only 

drastic moasuros would avert the ruin of the port* The corporation 

sought to persuade shipmastern using the haven to take como ctepa of 

their own# it being ordered that: - 

$no persona from Paulp nor any othorn should be suffered to bring 

ballast into the haven; but that all ships and vessels whatsoever# as 

well English an foreign, outward bounds should dig half of their 

ballast out of the haven; and that the master of every chip and veawl 

neglecting, this orders should forfeit to the uno of the mayor and 

burgesses the sum of five poundoof 

Having been dissuaded from promoting a Bill in Parliaments the 

corporation of Hull sought to tighten up the collection of its long- 

entablishod sources of revenuee In their efforts to ensure that the 

customary Woolhouso duties were not evaded$ the corporation soon 

clashed with lead merchants in Derbyshire and Yorkshire$ and with a 

number of factors in the port of Hull itself* In October 1672, the 

corporation ordered one Bull factor - who had atorod Derbyshire lead 

at his own staith - to pay the Woolhouse dutiong and directed that: - 

thereafter noo persona whatsoever be suffered to take up any Darby- 

shire Lead at their own staithon. 12 

Shortly afterwardsg it van thought necessary to reiterate the former 

instruction that the overseer and clorks at the Woolhouse should not 

engage in the lead trade on their own account, 
le Tickell, P.! ý49. 

2, Hull Bench Bookat VI! q fol, 299. 
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The Derbyshire lead nerchants and their Bull factors tried to 
I 

avoid the payment of woolhouco duties by various moans* Tho dis- 

tinction mada between freemen of Hull and non-froemen in affixing the 

amount to bo paid in Woolhouso duty cxacerbated relations botween the 

corporation and tho merchants at Chesterfield, A number of Bull 

factors sought to Ovado the payment of the full duty by making it 

difficult for the Voolhouno officern to datermino the o=ornhip ok 

lead upon which it was loviede In Haý 1673, it was ordered by the 

corporation that: - 
fall Loadmerchants their factors or aconts brineing in any 17arranto 

into the Woolhouse for Weighing 6r Shippine of Lead , shall in 

such Warrantn express the names of the ownora of the load and'whothor 

such ownorn be free or unfree If not cot down , then the 

said lead shall be adjudged unfreoo 12 
16 Ono of the Wmplest -was, by non-paymont*, For o=tmplo p in 11, Xch 1973P 

the corporation were informed that IROGer Coaten and 7- Aahg two 

load tradorn had not paid the Woolhouso dutiec* It was decided 

that if their Hull factor did not, payg the Woolhouco officers Idoo 

forbearo working and delivering of lead belonging to Coator. and., 

Ash now in the Woolhouro*t Hull Bench Books# VII, folo322* 

2a lbidl fol-327* Freemen paid ly 5A per fodder; non-freemon 2a per 

fodder, Between. 1670-73t William Smith$ a Rull factor had boon 
. 

tfothering under his n=-o parcello of Lead belonging to un- 
freemon to the great defrauding of the Town contrary to his Bureese 

oath,. $ 
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-Several 
Hull factors ondeavoured to cirCUmVont tho order by falsely 

claimLaC tho omqrship of lead. 1 When the decoption w4n discovoredp 

the co"i oration recorted to the dictraint of =all quantitioa of load 

until the arrears of duty were paid#2 

In 1674s the Chosterfiold morchants and Trent shipmastora made a 
'more dotermined attempt to avoid the payment of the Woolhouco dutioce 

The decinion to chip lead directly for London from stocimith, st)ppdjj8 

only at Hull to onter cargoos, at the Custom lioucal wav probably in 

response to tho incroasing vigilanco of tho corporation. in Ja=ry 

1674, rates of duty had boon adjantod, the T-loolhouse of ficom boing 

instructed to account three and a half firkins aa a fodder of load$ 

, it boini; found, that: - 

Ithreo forkine and an half of Rod lead do amount unto tho Ucual veight 

of a fodders thereon In former timea four forkins did weigh but a 

fodder which tends to the Creat projudice-of jull,, j3 
lo Ilull Bench Books, Vllf fol*32'1. 

29 IbitIp J. '01*345.. In 11av 3.674# 2oo pigs of leadp claimed by Robort 

flovor of Chesterfield wore retained in the Woolhouco, tuntill the 

difference *#. about the payment of 2n a fodder of load for 

dutys for takina up$ lodZingv uoighing# strilting and boating of 

his lead *#w be decided*# 

3. J! Li-dt fol. 357., For discuosion, of torma fodder and firkin ace 

Appendix# 
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Throe months later$ an order made by the corporation in 1627 was 

renorods- 

Ithat all ouch ohippo, crayoro, keelos or Vecaella coming down Number 

with Darbyshire load$ that should deny to pay Woolhouso dutys should 

be stayed and brouCht into the haven and all the lead chould be tvacon 

up into the Woolhouno and kept there till the dutya chould be paid#$; 

The response of the Trent ahipmasters - who had made continuous 

complaints of delays and inconveniences experienced at Hull - came in 

Juno 1674* On 12 Juno$ the corporation were apprised that Robert 

= of Stockrith - had racoived a cockot from Todd - nanter of the JLar 

the Cuotom Houco without landing the cargo of lead or paying the , 

Woolhouse ducce Tho-officers of the Woolhouce were hurriedly dis- 

patqhod to the collector of Customs vith the request that the vessel 

might be searched to determine the quantity of load aboard and its 

ownership. Inquiries wore aloo started among the factors and mor- 

chants of the ports- 

'to require thems as they areburgescool to inform him the coverall 

quantities of loadt that each of their principalls or others have in 

the same voccoll that they know of9 and to demand all ouch Woolhouse 

dutys as are duo 

In the following months, it was necessary for the overseer of the 

Wo I olhouse to be present when lead was entered at the Custom House, 

In the event of refusal to pay the cuntomary port dutios, distrainto 

1- Rull Bench Bookao VIIr folo3? 09 

2* Ibidg fol-372, 
0- 

79 



vero made of =all quantition of leads. Botmen 23 Ja,, w and 2GAuomt 

1674* oight Trout chipmanters had nailed for London without paying 

-the Woolhousc dutione rrom a total of Zj277 piLm In tho va"scolat 

the mater of tho Woolhouca had dictrained 38 Pigs of lead- I 

Tho Dorbyshire load morchants sought to countor the distrainct by 

an action of ropleving hoard at York Aceizoa In Soptomber 1674# wbenco 

tho matter scoms to have been referred Into the Court of Exabequors 

The case of tho corporation not out that the naintenanco of the havan 

at Hull van an onerous, financial burden# that vonsolts navigating tho 

Humbur had tho, bonofit of uzin5 the port for shelter in inclement 

weather# and that it van doomed reanonable that vassola vhich had to 

clear Customs at the port chould pay tho duty M&O gn per foddor on , 

leado. #) To omphaniso tho validity of thoir ur&uiantj tho corporation 

citod other porta which by cuctom had tho riCht to impoco a duty for 

the upkeep of their havonap although in normal circumstancon voccole 

would not actually enter the harbours*3 

Hatters wero temporarily adjunted in Juno 1676s whon an acroemont 

van roachod botween tho mayor and aldo=on of llu3l and a number of 

Dorbyshiro lead marchanto concerning tho paymont of Woolhouco duon 
10 Hull Bench Bookao 711, foI. NO. 

20 Ibids fol#410. 
3, Jbids For oxamploo at Dovors a duty van imponod for the upkeep of 

tho havon Ithough moat of the Shippat that pay that dutyp comea 

not within Twonty Longuea of the said peorrip vott in diatross of 
11c, athor nay hava security by the nazid Poornot 
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for lead sent from Stockwith to Hull for dispatch to London or tcreign 

porta. 
1 in the following conthop other merchanto and mining prop- 

rietore agreed to abide by the agree=ont. However# it coemo that 

many Chesterfield and London morchanta wore reluctant to accopt or 

abide by the terms$ forl in the same year$ tho Woolhouso officern 

recorded the napoo of nineteen merchanto who had failed to pay tho 

requisite duties. 2 in January 1677j, a co=ittee of tho corporation 

was set up: - 

$to inspect arrears of debta and duetys owing by sevorall Morchanto 

and other gentlemen trading in lead and also to concider how 

the carrying of lead by this Port may be prevented or at leact that 

the owners of such lead as is carryed by without landing hare may be 

f orced to pay the Woolhouse dutys for cuch lead03 

The practice of shipping lead directly from Stocktrith to London 

trau not merely a challoni; e to the town corporation of Bull and what 

was conaldered its riGhts by Charter, it was a renewal of an old 

struggle in thich the Humber port had endeavoured to limit the coast- 

ing trade of the Trent ports of Gainaborough and Stockwitho The 

decision takzan by the Chesterfield merchants and Trent shipmanters 

was soon at Rull as a threat to their trading position, the more 

serious in an ag-o 'uhan it was assumed that one totm or port could only 

1. Hull Bench Dookat V119 fol*550. 

2. null Woolhouso Books ( not clacr-ified) 

3. Hull Bonch Books# VIIv fol*604* 
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prospor it another decayods 

Although vessels milsht call directly from GainoborouGh and Stock- 

with to London# It was still nccessary for tho Trent shipueators to 

enter their carCoori at the Cur-to= houce at Uulle The latcr covon- 

toonth contury witnesecd cavcral attempts by tho Tront ports to Cain 

cloaranco facilities of thcIr owne In 16'1,5s an attonpt vas mado to 

secure authority for tho cottins up of a Custom Houno at Stockwiths 

but this cazo to nothing* Sovon ycarn later# a raoro dotorminod 

effort was madow In Juno 16820 potitions woro procontod to the 

Commianioners or Cuctoma froz tho chipmantero of Stockvith and Gainc- 

borough* Tho forrer cot out that vencola ladon at Stockwith fcr 

1,, ondon woro onterod at tho, Custom Houco at 11ullp trhoro the roquicito 

cockets woro, rocoivod,, It was atroaced that tho corporation of Rull 
I* As early ZG !! M90 tho corporation had complain; d Zbout Mect 

trade botwoon Londong Gainaborough and Bavitry %iiich had 'drarno 

awayo, almocto an tho trade from UU11*1 In that year a petition 

had boon prosontod to tho Privy Council 4hat the ancient tnd 
accustomod trade of Derbyshire Lead may bo rostorod rodgemed and 
brought again to Bull ,* that all rooda coming into tho Humbor 
to bo cold both from abroad and from London or other placou tay bo 

diacharCod within the port of Rull and horo landed boforo It bo 

soldoof In 1592* the matter had boon decided in favour of Hull# 
it bolnC docidad that $no merchant or othor person within Mis 

rea3m not being froo qfRull could bring morchandino to Cervo the 

adjoininC country oxcopt via Hull** Hull JIS3. H*92-96# 

20 Bull Lottorno L*861* 
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cmd the conmorcial co=unity at tho port were approhonrAvo of tho 

Crowing participation of tho Tront porta in tho coactine tradoi- 

'of late tho IItxII morchantap onvyinC this tradol and vrith an intent 

to have all thoca Coods brought down from . 0vtocl--vith tUther Ln Liters 

or =11 keoles nud then tImt, thoy tho=solven might. chipp it thoro 

for London *** bave prevailcd coe farr with the Officorn att tho 

Customo house there; That thoy vill, not bo content to taIto tho entry 

and bond as formerly a, *, * of any goodon but lead *** cauco all to 

be talton out of. tho sUppo in t4oir havan into Liters without any 

reason shovm for their soo docing which not onoly hindera tho rmriucrs 

in the# vioaSon but in a great hazard to their goodne and of much 

lo= suGtoynodot 

A r4milar aiovanco %-as complained of concerninA* ioported t.; ood:;: - 

'an thoco niver akippe rotorne from coa with their loading for Stock- 

vith or Ganosburgh these officers att Hull# upon protenco that they 

may havo goodoc in them that hava not paid custom* - thouCh thoy havo 

cockot and Sufforance to show that they are come from landon - they 

WIU cauGo thom to cozo into thoir lukrbor and tulto out thoir loadina 

Into muval boato rhich all hindom the morchanto trado # tho carrinore 

pacrmco and much cntLnnj; crc the nerchants roods. 13' 

To rodrova thoso Criovancool tho Trent chip=ctorm roquaslAcd tho 

Commissioncra that a-Cur-to=r. officer right be appointed to the port 

of a3tockwith, with thom Gooda Might ýo entered and from whom cockots 

might bo raceivod# thorobv malting any caU at 1jull unnococcary, It 
1. Aswaby nssi. Asti Z? ZW6"# 
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%-as claimed that If the propocal rac effected, it rould involve no 

locc or additional charge to the Customop but, on the contraryp, would 

have certain advantaCen*, Firatly# it waa maintained that the two 

Customs officers at Hull were never employed together, so that one 

of them might easily be appointod to the Trent port* Secondly, it 

vian argued that a resident Custome officer at Stockwith would reduce 

the possibility of =uGglingo It vac estimated that the calary of 

C75 a year for a Customp surveyor or cearchor might, oacily bo raised 

from the volume of trade handled by the Trent shipmactorin- 

#for 30 VOGD011 at media 50 Ton and making 3 voyages Coing and coming 

in 3,00 Ton a veccell at 2ýd. per Ton*#' 

If this estirato Is corroct# it rould sac= that the Trent ports were 

handling some 9*000 tons of Goods by the coacting trades about half 

of rhich was exported, The petition from Gainaborough ran couched 

in similar termos requestinG the Custons Commissioners that Goods 

miGht be entered at Stockwith: - 

'the place where all the ... Vosselle Lye and Lade both Corne and 

Lead from Nottinahamshirep Derbyshire and Lincoluchire. 1 2 

The efforts of Stockwith and Gaineborough to entablich a Custom house 

met with failurce 

During the 1680's and 1690$st the corporation of Hull continued 

their endeavours to onsure the payment of Woolhousc duties$ but with 

little success, In 16821 a lawsuit wao commenced againct Richard 

Bagshawe of Castiotont One Of tho loading lead mining proprietorn in 

1" Aswaby HSS. ' ASW 2/66/6, 
2: Aswaby MSS. ASW 2/66/7. 
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tile peak, for the non-pay=ont of dues on lead, but the outcome wan 

in favour of the Derbyshiro interoutss' In the folloving yoarl Ifull 

lost a furthor lawsuit against several Derbyshire lead wercbantal 
12 

who had nade uso of private staithes in Hull rather than the Tiroolhous& 

lien the Woolhouse accounts were audited in July 1688t it racobseryod 

that: - 

#the revenues are much impaired by tho irroaular proceedings of the 

Derbyshire men in exporting their lead diroctly from Stockwith for 

London Contrary to Law the duties aricoing from lead brought to 

this Porte and wrought here will not defray the Woolhouce chargos., 
3 

1. 'Xickellp po564* Richard Bagshawe later sub-! eased coal mines in 
Sheffield Park, 

2.0 Gent9 P-178* Lawsuit against -- Taylor of Valding-t1olla and others. 
Gent recorded that #many strong, Argumenti; rdero ut3ed against the 
Defendents; yet they proved insufficient to cast them, t 

3- Hull Bench Books# VIII, fol, 211, In the year ending Itichaelmas 
1679, revenue from lead landod and wrouCht at Hull had amounted to 

. 
Ad., and the amount owing from merchants who had used Z270 ý. s 

private staithes or 'sailed by' amounted to C. 390. Tho annual 
charges in salaries and for working lead amounted to C277 13. g. 

leaving a deficit on the Woolhouse account of 97 Jon 411o The 

corporation reacted to Its lons of duties by a policy of retrench- 

ment In the adminictration of the 'Woolhouse, In the Woolhouse 

accounts ending Michaelmas 1693# roceipts for lead amounted to 

C267 but payments in salaries &co had been reduced to X199 19.2 tL 
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Controversy over tho paymont of duon was-a typic: xl foaturo of 

any port'a daaliar, 3 with its noic'hbonmo The dic1puto vitllh tho, 

Darbyahire laa4 merchanto did not roprosont tho mm total of RUll'a 

difficulties on that onoros For ox-amplo# in 1682, a lawouit arose 

botwoon I-lull and Leeds on accomit of anne Cooda veilch the rator 

balliff of the Ilumber port had dietrainad, An in the ctruc. -lo with 

tho Derbyshire load marchantas the corporation, ureod tha,, '. * they were 

authoricad by thoir Charters to taho dutica fron all shipa trnding 

Into 11uUj and of all Voon importod or exportad cxcept, thoca belong- 

Ing to the citIzona of York*' On the other hand# Loodc intoranta, 

10 The oc4pcp of York an tho Nadins Yoritahlre port by the riva of 
Hull was marka4 by much rivalry and mutual jealousy., In the late 

nixtaunth century# agreement had boon reached botwoon. tho two 

portas although the ter=s drawn up in 1578 cQuaG4 aubaoquont diffi- 

cultien. In 1622, follovine the otay of load at IN4 belonf; ing 

to certain York morchants, and the roferencooof difforoncen to Sir 

Arthur Ingrans it van decidod that: - 'for tho tino to Como no 
dutios shall be talcon for ouch lead no shall be brought from York 

to Bull by the citizena of York but only for such an shall bo 

landed thereof Hull M$S* D#6829 From the 1670'al sevoral York 
load marchantot lilw those of Derbyshire woro ongar to nvoýd land- 

ing lead at the Wool1iouro, During the lawouit of 16829 one null 

aldorman van apprised by the corporation: - $the witnoccon fro: % 
Yorke though they bo many yot, they all accort one and tho r4ine tUns# 

viz, that they have brought lead to Hall and not landed it at the 

woolhouso nor payd any duty for It which maltoo thon partica as 
lead traders in the cama vay the defendonto are and rooo expect a 
futuro bonefitt by the cuccoss of this cuite o# of Hull Lottern. 

L*1073* 
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arGuod. that inclusion rithin, the Duchy of Lancnztcr c*.,,., Qmptod then 

from the paymont of toll# citing v. procedent of the Into cixtoonth 

century rhcn tho yrater-bailiff of Bull. had been itntructed to =alto 

reco=penc* for dintraint* The corporation of Bull found tho cuit 

untonablog and gave way*2 Fivo yearn later# vhon the wator-bailiff 

seized come fir doals belonging to a Beverley trader# the latter 

rroved succoneful, in a cubcoqueAt larcuito havinC plo. -ded a clause 

in Deverloyfe Charter of Houry X# which had granted exomption from 

all zannor of tolls in all the towne and porte of EnSlvn4*-3 

Tho difflculties experienccd by the corparction of Ilull in the 

collection of their long-establithed dutioap probab3, y prompted them 

to convider once arnin the advantaCen of cocuring an Ac t of Parlimorl, 

Sunpicion of nuch intontiona roon put the othcr inland and coastal 

rorts on their Guard, At Yorkp it van approhended by the civib 

authorition and co=ercial community that - if Hull obtained &tstutory 

Authority for additional dution on nhipo and Coods cominS into their 

haven - it rould:. 

$bring ix groat char&o upon the inerchants and tradern in thic citty, 

and if nuch an Topocition chould be layd upon gtil tho roods) that ahan 

ba brought Into thoir haven, I doe verily believe that wo Att. Yorke 

should pay more than ral tt. -e Inhabitanta of Hull, to tho repairou of 

thoir jetties which thoy I=ve suffere4 to 4ocvýy, tlý 

le Gentj P*178- 

Re TiCkellp p. 560. 
3, Centp Pý184- 
4* Rorosby 1.153,40/29* 
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Once again - as in 1670 - the corporation of Hall ovantually decided 

not to promote a BM in Parliamont. 

- mun PORTS OF THE WILL VALLEY 
I" 

In its earliest phase$ Hull had been primarily a port for the 

East Riding, the rivor Bull tapping an underdavoloped and largely 

unonclosed agricultutal hinterland*' Nevertholoseq largo quantities 
2 of grain were carried by water from Wansford to Hull, whila, dealers 

who bought wool from the East Riding farmers carried it into tho Want 

Riding clothing districtal particularly to the markets at Wakofields 

Leeds and IIalifaxO3 The extant accounts of Henry Boot of Elmovoll 

show him purchasing timber at Hull, which was then carried to Wanalbrd 
4 by water. Although the river Hull was navigable to vannford in the 

seventeenth centuryo it in unlikely that much river traffic panned 

north of Bovorley Beek* 

Beverley port was at the head of the Bock, which the corporation 

regarded as its own property, and levied rates on the inhabitants 

for ita upkeep, Apart from the carriage of coals turfag wool$ grains 

malts wood$ leather and barks a number of York and London grocere 

and merchants sent goods by water to the several faira hold in 
I 

lo A* Harrisq'The Lost W-11age and the Landucape of the Yorkshire 
Woldlo Ag. Hist*Pov*, VI (1958)9 pp-97-100. 

2. M. W. Barleyq HistorX 
--- of Great and Little Driffiold (1938)PP-65. 

Bowdeng p. 20.5. 

Barlevt op-cit., p. 65. 
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Davorloy each year. 
I Tho corporation of Bcvcrley clai-.. cd u monopoly 

of troLf: rjc on t1io Jýockj and took grout intercut in the milutonanco of 

thair watorway to the river hullp nrdting ropected provicion for 

6rcdj; iug* ror a*. =mpIc# in 16899 arranger. onta for ccourini; tho Llock- 

were accompaniod by tho leasinG of the waterr. ty to a cortain Plogor 

Ilacon for a period or five years* Ifacon was crantcd a zonopoly to 

carry Gocdc by watcr: - 

#provided ho koop tv. o good and cufficient boate vnd that he 

attend to take in Coode at reasonablo timosol? - 

Boverloy ccona to have recovered rapidly from the Civil tars &nd 

by the and of the century van dencribed aas- 

'a very tine tosm for ito site o, * thore are three or four large 

Mrootes voll. pitchid *, # the buildings are now and protty lorty*03 

0 Javrvin, G an escentiallii arricultural aroag many of Beverley's inhabit- 

ants were enGaged in secondary induatriong particularly the making 

of malt$ oatucal and tanned leathere'14- 

('Vi) UUMMM PORTS 

Although Hull wan the principal port concerned in trade on tho* 

Ilumberi other Navons continued to engago in comA-. crco* To the east 

of Hullj the n=all town of Iýedon had nov& trade by %, ater, Paull 

wan octeil-ichod alz, the nouth of Hadon havon in the early firteonth 

1.6 11ccutchoon! ji"1390 

2,0 The-Vocords of the Borough-of Ileverley_1575-1821# ad, Js Dennott 
(Xorka. Arch# Record core LXXXIV), ps 17.9. 
Colin Fiennont p*80. 

4. Defoe# 119 p*209.89 



contury in an attompt - by creating an outport there - to avert the 

decline of Hedons whoro the artificially enlAreed lipmen was r1ready 

badly silted. 
' Three centuries later$ Defoe accertod of Iledon thatt- 

'their haven will do nothing considerable for then$ unlesc they can 

do something very considerable for that, 12 

Until the expansion of Hull in tho fifteenth and nixteenth 

centuries# tile largest port of the Humber vras Bartont whence ferries 

had crossed to and from the south bank of the estuary and the mouth 

of the river HuU from early times* Partly bacnuse of its Royalist 

leaningsl Barton had farod badly under the Comnonveolth. Topographers 

of the late seventeenth century maintained that the growth of Hull 

had contributed to the decline of Bartoni- 

than robb'd It of all it's trade and richov. j3 

The riao of Ilull had also affected the position of GrImaby# whIch 

still participated in the coanting tradog'although it had soon botter 

time s: - 

#formerly a very largo town and enjoyed a good trade occasioned by 

its co=odious haven which being now choaked up it hath lost much of 

its trade and grandure. 44 

At the, end of the soventeenth century, it was referred to as: - 
1. J. R* Boyla, The--Early HistorX of Hedon (1995), p. 79* 

20 Defoe$ III P, 208* 

3. Dela P=ep P-132. Whon the diarist ferried from Barton to Hullp 

ho paid $a groat for our paosage, and a chilling for'a horce., 

BlIoneg P-142, 
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#a little poor town, not a quarter so great as heretoforo, The old 

marquet place in lost, and that where they now keep it In in the 

midst of a street# There is scarce a Sood house In tha whole town 

... Grimsby very great and rich formerly by its having a long apacloua 

haven which brought great traffic to the town; but the haven growing 

worse and worse for this two or three hundred years togetherg the 

town decayed more and moreq and came to that poverty in which It is. ' 

(V11) RIVER PORTS IN TIM VALE OF YORK 

Throu. ýhout the middle agest York was the major port of the Ouve 

and its tributariesp the river being naturally naviCablo up to the 

city. In 1462o the mayor and aldermen of the city of York wore 

appointed by Edward IV the conservators of the rivers Ouse# Aire, 

Wharfa# Derwonto Don and Humber# a rooponcibility which required - 

but did not always receive - constant vigilance. The connorvancy 

charter gave no poier to alter the course Of tho Ouve and ita tribu- 

tarios by the excavation of cuts or by the reduction or elimination 

of tortuous bonds, 2 

Although there were repeated complaInto in trho novontoonth century 

that the flowing of the tide further up the rivorn Don and Airo van 

robbing York's waterway# the evidence on that ocore in far from con- 

clusive, In 1698stwo memborn of London Trinity Houco concluded that: - 

'according to a survoy made Anno 1616 the Tide flovod at York 2 foot 

6 Inchon on a Spring and now by their own Accot it flowen the c=o 
1* De la Pr=. ie, P-153. 

2. fiamra, PP. 57 8. 

91 



71 

at como Tides for the water floras upon extroardnary Tides to a placo 

callod popleton fforry tch is abot 4 miles abovo tho Citty & ro"rould 

not learn that except upon oxtroardnary Tides it over flowed HiCh"oro, 

Descriptions of tho city of York in the lato covontoonth contury 

provide a variety of Impronvions and muct be treated with concidor.. 

able caution* For oz=plo# Ono traveller rocorded thats- 

#although the town of York in very largol it in not the loan handoomo, 

houses arc well built# ita atroeta are vido and roll-formodo 

and all filled vith rich doaloro# on account of the convenience of 

the river$ the tido ricina so aa to bring lareo barks into the middle 

of the town, along a Great quay which borders the river, 12 , 

The loan rocento view of Colia Fionnen a few yoarn later fits more 

closely vith the knoun state of trade of tho Cityl. 

$the Stroctes arc narrow and not of any lonatho Cavo one which you 

enter of from the brideo# that is over the Ouiso which lookon li1to 

a fine river when full after much raino - it in but low in comparison 

of come rivera - it boare groat Bargeag it looka muddy .* 003 

During the coventoonth century$ the trade and naViCation of York 

steadily declinodt partly duo to an increaco in tho cizo of chips, 

but mainly duo to the silting of tho rivoro In 1639, tho Kins had 

been petitioned to allow tho manufacturo of coap at Yoricq it boina 

1, Unvint 1ACH V# P*83. 

2, Grosol 
-Antinuarion 

Ranertna, j IV (1809)9 p#6149 

3* Colin rienneng P*76. 
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claimod thatt- 

'by reason of tho rant of water in tho said rivar in ou. =crp and of 

flooda and frosto in wintero tho D=o cannot bo conveyed a Groat part 

of thq yearo' 

Soa-going verrels up to one hundred tona burthon had reached Yoric 

in tho timo of Charlea 11#2 but by tho lato covantoonth contury tho 

City rac no longer accosciblo to tho lareor typo of oca-i; oing vocsol*3 

It, v. ýo. boc3minG increasint; ly apparent that York had loot ita fornor 
I 

POCition aG a manufacturing contros which was roflected in ito doclin- 

ing trade by water* In 1698# it van affircod thatt- 

'at yorko the Navigation of the placo may cOncict of at procont of 

8 or 10 Vossolle fro= 60 to 80 Tunns vhich use the sea & of come 20 

or 30 mallor vossolls & Keelon from 210 to 40 Tunno Vch uco tho Inland 

trade that the woollen manufacture of the place it self an roll an 

their Trade therein in Growne very inconaidarablo what from their 

own noeloct, & the induntry of the people of Leads Vakofoild & Lover- 

poole whothor tho samo in carry1d the Trade of the Citty now choitly 

Consisto in the exportation of Lead butter Choono &c to London & some 

parton boyond tho soa, 70s4 

In tho c=o year# the London cheonemongorn - anxious to precorvo tho 

navigation of the Ouse - petitionod the House of Lorda againat the 

pe192. 

2o Hint* H, "oS* Co=op. portlnnd Ill P*310- 

3* 1: i11ans1Yor1wRivorn#p p*192. 

4o UnWins'ACH If# P*83- 
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Bill to improve and oxtond tho Aire and Calder wator=tyo affirming 

that they had: - 
In very groat trade for butter# bacoul porl-. # choono and othor co=odi- 
tioa from Yoft and aro now building four small voncolla to bo continu- 

any omployod botwoon, London and York 

Although York had to a very larl; o oxtont lont, Ito Industrial acti- 

vitys the existence in the city of local branchou or courto of the 

Morchant Adventurers and the Eastland Companion had enabled it to 

retain none of its formor con=ercial position$ at least in tho early 

years after the Restoration* The exporters of Yorkehiro cloth were 

enrolled in ono - and often in both - of the companiong which onnblod 

them to exploit tho whole of the ? Iorth Sca and BaltiC littoral*2 The 

extant accounts and letter books of one York merchants who was a, 

prominont membor of both tho Eactland and Herchant Advanturorce 

Coopanious reveal an extensive commorcial cOrroapondenco wit), the 

Baltic portct the Low Countrion and France* 
3 

110MY Thompr-on on1ported 

kerseyag dozens and fustinnal tho cloth being bouoit in the Loodos 

Halifaxq Xoighley and Bradford diatricto,. woollen cloth van often 

nado to tho specification of foroign merchantst. 

#1656 my 13, To John Saithe Pottordam, I tako notice of what you 

w touching a parcell of very good Cloth$ and upon that littlo in- 

coural.,: omont yu Sivo no I Vill to zorrow for Loodu and Civo ordorn 

Is MGt$Hs5*co=. s H. or 11*SO lilt 211. 

2* -Ileaton, p,, 15o, 

3* E*R*A*Oo Letter Book of 11=7 Thompson# Toxic norchante DDFA 39131* 
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for the Compleating of that parcell, of 60 clothes an nigh your 

directions for substance and coulern an I can possibly procuroe" 

In addition to broadcloth - there is no reference to trade in bays 

in the letter books of the Commonwealth period - Henry Thompcon ex. 

ported lead$ butterp raposeodp grain and small quantities of Newcastle 

coal. The principal comtodity imported was vine$ together with 

small quantities of tobacco and prunes$ and a variety of miscellaneous 

goods including eleplutnts tooth. Thompsonle trade was conducted 

through factors and shipping agents at Hullp goods for York being 

2 
sent by keel from the Humber port. 

In 1660s the idea that trade could best be conducted through the 

grant of monopolistic powers to chartered companies was still strong* 

However# in the later seventeenth century many of the groat trading 

companies# which had formerly been important instruments of commer- 

cial development were falling into decay* In 1673g a Bill was passed 

throwing open trade to Sweden, Denmark and Norway to any English 

person on the payment of 40. qg which had the effect of destroying the 

monopoly previously claimed by the Eastland'Companvo a position which 

had already been considerably weakoned*3 By the end of the contury, 

both the commercial position of York and the dominance of the Merchant 

Adventurers and Eastland Company had been auccenefully challenged by 

To E*R*A@O* retteF Book of Henry Thom; oono Tork merchant* DDFJL 3973"r"o' 
2. loc, cit, 
3. For jealousy between the Eastland Company of York and Leads mer- 

- chants gg. 9 Maud Sellerag'The Acts and Ordinances of the Eastland 
Company'# gamd2a SocietX9 3rd. sere XIe 
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Leeds and Wakefield morchantc* 

00a000#0000*0000*0 

Above York* small craft could venture upstream almocit to the edge 

of the highland zone$ and# from quite early times Pennine lead was 

loaded at Boroughbridgep and then floated down the Ouse in lichtora 

to be transhipped at York# Selby and Hu3. l* in 1698p the inhabitants 

of NorthaLlorton claimed that: - 

Iquantition of leado butter and other co=odition are dailv carried 

... to Burrough Briggag and thence by water upon the river Oune to 

nevoral parts. of thic kingdom and boyond the coan. 12 

Some years latorg it wag affirmed that: - 

$the Rivers Ouse and Ure now are and for time Immemorial have been 

I navigable between York and Borrowbridge and have boon freely unod & 

navigated clear, of any duty or charge whatcoover to the great benefit 

and advantage not only of this borough (Ripon) but of all the neigh- 

bouring towns and villages which thereby carry down to York great 

numbers of Butter firkins and quantities of load ... bring up from 

1, The claim by the Merchant Adventurers of York that they yearly 

exported large quantities of clothp lead, corno butter in which 

above 100 vessels were employed every YOarg dooo'not accord with 

the extant evidonco either for the position of York or of the 

Company. Unwing 1ACH l's P-83. 

, 2. H. of C. Journalaq XIII 101, For a deacription of the lead trade 
. 

to Boroughbridge in the middle agea'see Raistrick and Jennings, 

chapter 2. 
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thence great quantities of coala# raffp grocery wares and other 

commoditys without paying anything at precont save only the freight 

the River being at pronent ... sufficiently navigablo already 

as far as Milby boats from York to Milby carry 20 tons and 

draw when loaded full 3 feetq but with 24 inches can carry 12 tonag 

and 18 inches or 20 carry 5 tons*# 1 

Milby and Boroughbridge tapped and supplied a hintorl=d which 

was almost entirely engaged in agriculture or mining. However* not 

all the lead mined in the Yorkshire dales and designed for export 

was carried to the ports of the Ouse or its tributaries, The bamTdo 

and inadequacies of the waterway above York, and the high cost of 

land carriage to Boroughbridgep probably encouraged a more rapid 

development of the alternative land routes via Richmond and Barnard 

Castle to the Toes ports of Yarm and Stocktone Lead from Wharfedale 

and Niddordale continued to be shipped along the Wharfeg Ouse or Urep 

but mining interests in Swaledale - and to a lessor extent in rlenalq- 

dale-showed a growing preference for the shorter$ more northerly 

outlet. 
2 

1. Vyner MSS, 56*2-. 
2. The use of the Ure-Ouse-Humber route and the Richmond-Yarm-Stoclstm 

route may be neon from several entries at the Diocesan Registry# 

York* B, IoH-R* R*VII*P*L* 25-26. Henry Thompson# the York morch- 

ant to whom reference has already been made purchased Swaledale 

lead which was exported via the Ouse ports* PR. O. E 134/35 chan 

II/Mich*51, Wensleydalo, had little lead mining history of any 

importance before nineteenth century devolopmentso Raistrick and 
Jennings$ P-163. 
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Apart from the accessibility of Boroughbridge by watert it bone- 

fited from its position at the junction, of three important roads$, vizp 

the Great North Road$ the road from York to Ripon# and that from 

Loods, to Harrogate and Knareaborough. Well situated for deriving 

benefit from the carrying tradeq the fairs hold at Boroughbridgo were 

renowned over a wide area* In, 1670,,, Charlet) II granted Borough" 

bridge five now, fairs a year# one of which was attended by horse 

dealers from many parts of Britain and the Continent. ., It seems that 

the manufacturers of Leedsp Sheffield and Birmingham sent largo 

quantities of-cloth# hardware and-toys. 
' 

0000000000000 

The Ouse not merely served and sustained the Vale of Yoric, it 

also provided an outlet for the expanding industry of the went 

Riding, During the seventeenth century$ York, Selby# Tadcactor and 

Knottingley were the principal inland ports for the Crowing Vogt 

Yorkshire towns and clothing districts* The decline in the trade 

and navigation of York enhanced the position of Selby$ the principal 

transhipment port of the lower Ouao: - 

'which Given pascage for small vessels to York by reason of which it 

in a great Town of some trade and hath a good market on Mondays for 

merchandize and provisiona. 12 

By the end of the seventeenth century$ Selby was well entablished an 

an important port for the West Ridingt- 

1. T* Lawoon-Tancredt Records of a Yorkshire Manor (1937)l p*12* 
2. Blomef 
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tthe place upon the OuGO to 'which most gooda oithor impprtod from 

abroade or to be exported thither are now ýbrought to be carryod 

by land to and from Leeds &C. " 

Substantial warehouses had been constructed# which remained long 

after the port declined in the early decades of the eightoonth century. 

Some years later$ one traveller described a warehouse at the Ouse 

port: - 

'a large house of hewn stone which served for their cloth when 

they brought it to thic place by land to be ahipid of,, 12 

Woollen cloth merchants resident in the West Riding towns often sent 

their goods to Selby, to be shipped either directly to London* or to 

be forwarded to HuU by water, The extant letter book of one Loods 

merchant provides evidenco of interests using thin route$ althouGh 

commercial archives are acanty for thin poriod93 

Estate accounts and corresýondence'often provide the names of 

wharlingera and shippers at the local. ports to and from which goods 

were carried by land. in the 1690'st it seems that Lawrence Spencer 

was the principal wharfinger at Selby, and his correspondence with 

the steward of the Temple Norsam estate provides some indication of 
I* Unwin#'ACH l1v p&85* 
2. Pocockels Trgelag p. 173. 

3. Bodleian Library, Engemisc. MSS, c9260, b For'exmple, in August 1686 
_N. the Leedo merchant - whose identity is not knom - advised Jamthan 

Bietb. vg, a merchant and shipper at Hull: - I... by direction from 

Jno Sowter of London I have sent dovme to Selby to forward to you 
1 pack ,** of cloth *, * which you are desired to ship por first 

vessel to London. ' 
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the varlety of goodc handlod by the Oui3e port# and the moana by which 

they were collected or distributodý The identity, of Lawrence Sp=er- 

ic not easy to determino, Ilany of his invoicon wore mado out on 

behalf of his auntý M=y Zponcorl and it in poosiblo that cho was tho 

vidpw of a local morchant? Richard Spencerp I In Octobor 1698p tho 

steward at Tomple News= received advice from London; ý- 

I havo cent tho hoppe by Willi= Hall tho mactor of tho Shipp 

he goes from the Custom House and they are directed to be 

Left for you at *, Spencer's at Solby Namo of the chipp is 

Mary Ann- a gull vesEoll-I 

Tho estate accounts also include references to the payment of certain 

wharfage duee at Selby# probably to the lord of tho manor. For 

examples whon a cased hogshead of wine vas brought from London to 

Selby the freight charge vas and the duoo at, Solby# 6do3 Land 

carriage betwoon, Splby and Temple Newsam was also arrangod by Sponcorý 
1. M*I. Selby Abbey#- Richard Spencer morchantg Go of Hatthe:; S encer* 

Born at Leods I February 16629 Died 13 February 1600. 

2* Temple Newaam MSS& TN*Corro 8. 
3i Temple Newsam MSS* TNIEAA3155* 

, 
When John Buttery# master of a 

coasting vessel brought from London to Selby $IF bags shot# 2 boxesp 

.3 
fraileo and a parcell of trees# 0 the freight vac 10ý9 and the dum 

at Selby 2ý. a 6jj* 
4i Robert and William Suoden were the carriers most often employed 

between Selby and Temple Newsam, For examplot in Wovember 16890 
Robert Sugden was paid 40.2* #for carriage of two cart loads of 
goods from Selby to Temple Newsam, ' Temple Nowriam HS59TNIEA112115, 
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Apart from participation In trado* lllolby, had also 'dovolopod'a 

thrivina chipbuildinC inductry for bothrivor and coactinj; voccolco 

Por o?. =plos in 1697# the Lolton vas built by V7,11liam Poarcon, a Solby 

chipwriGht for Robart Palliator# a York fichmoneor* Tho voccol wao 

30 foot Iona# 15 foot broad and 9 foot deep# had a burthon: of, 54 tones 

and van cold for r. U5# A Selby blacharith ran rooponsibla for tho 

Iron wo: et* Tho ownercadp of cmah voobols van ofton dividod into 

movoral p=-iia, usually aixtoontha and thirty-cocondv*2 

(viii)= IlAnITEMU-10 AND nimovEmEzu OF THE RIVER OU= 

Tho city corporation of York adoptod a dual policy towardo tho 

maintonwco and Inprovement of tho watorwyoo On tho ono h=, d it 

coad invoko tho authority'vostod by tho concorvancy chartorl, which 

tandod to produce piocamoal and, larcely inoffoctual moasureov on 

the other handp the corporation 6ould promoto a Bill to vocuro more 

etfc6tivo atatutorý porom During the GOV6ntienth contury both 

measures voro tried# but neither mat with much auccacb* 

Dospite earlier failures In their odorte to vocuro statutory 

authority for the imProVanont. of tho river Ouros -the CitY Corporation. 

Of York continuod to prons for Danction from parliamont to carry out 

improvementoo An Act was passod In 1657# follovini; rhich an accons. 

ment was levied on tho citizens of-Yorks for tho, amolioratiou of the 

waterway*3 This proved a disappointment# forp apart from nomo drodg- 

Ing near the cityl no real chanro in the condition of the river 

it i3oxattnt n. m. P. Ezge Precedent Paperm* 

2. Beui. n. n. m. P*E. 45w Precedent Papers* 
3, NOwbY Ilmu liss, IM/2442o. 
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resulted. Noverthelesso for somo yearn after 1657, dution woro 

taken on Goods passinc upon the river$ the colloctor beine paid a 

calary of C20 a yeari' Soon after the Restoration it wan thouCht 

nococcary to have those linitod' statutory powera confirmed or extonWo 

Howeverg a proposal in 1662 that a now Bill'abould be promoted for 

the improvemont of thd Ouco ran rojectod by tho Co=on Councilt- 

Ithay saying thoro was no money to spare for such mattornsj2 

Ilero tho zattor soom to havo rostod for como yoarao'tha city of York 

rOlYinj; on its long octablichod powors of concervancyt 

Ono of the main concerna of the inland porta van to prevent ob- 

structions and oncroachmonts on the watorwaya which provided ccýiouu 

hazards to navigation* in Novembor 1672s. tho city of York requested 

the corporation of Bull to co-oporato in a raquoct to'tho Lord Doper 

for the removal of a number of obetructionot- 

'beinglo , ry noncible of the great jeopardy of Shippa koeles Boats and 

other vearmol-Is passing between *. * Null and ,*9 Yorke by reason 

of certain Engines for taking of fish in the River and'vater of Ouj3e 

placed by certain persons contrary to the Statute of the Three and 

twentieth of Honry VIII Capito Docimo'Octavo aý 
In 16739 a view was talcon of the rivor Ouso# and a numbor of fish. 

garths, wore prosentad as obatructionse These included two at skeltadl 

lo VoGileas The Yorlwhire Ouset SOMO PrOLOctOd 
(1913), P*12* 

24, KeWbY Hall 14SSo' 191/2442* 

Ilill tonch'Booýo#'Vilt fol*90* 
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ono at Sandholmo Banlzp two at Saltmarcht ono at Crabby# and trO at 

Blacktofto I Thoco woro judgod co=on nuicancou and pullod dovm# the 

navigation botwoon York and Bull boing rendored cafer than it had 

boon for coveral vearce 
2 

In tho 16801as a mora imneinative schomo to improve tho Ouco was 

auggosted by Charlon Powlottv firat Duke of Boltont vho proponod that 

a Bill rAiould be promoted which would provido tho requisito authority 

for cuttina a nov channel from Blacktoft, in a direct lino for Yorlc. 3 

nolton, it voemal was prepared to act an nolo undortakor in return 

for a settled toll on vossols passing along the watormy# A survey 

van taken, but tho plan wan never carried out. 4 Onco again the city 

corporation rovertod to moacuras designed to maintain or improve the 

oxicting course of the rivoro For ex=plol in 1688* Valtor i-iolvin 

was employed to scour certain shoals bolow Torkt. 

Oby vmrl-. ing with certaine Eneinoo-05 

I* To Clarkop IlictorZ of the-Church* Pariah and TITanor of Ilovdon 
Olowdons 1850)o P*75# 

2* J. Je Shoahan# flintorZ-of Ifull (1864), P, 138. 

39 Willanp 'YoritsoRivoral a P1,193* POODiblY a roViVal of a echeme of 

1616-17s vhen a cut of sovontoon mUes was contomplated, which 
included propocals for two locks, tho actimted coot of the whole 

work being 9136gOOOo Newby Hall I-WS* IIH/2442* 

4* Drakcp_p*231* In the coventoonth conturv tho load mines at Marrick 

wore workod diroctly by. tho Powlett familv* Paistrick and Johningat 

. P*154-o 
5* Duckh= (1967). : ý*50o 
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It had become apparent by the 1690's that tho'remedies adopted 

to remove obstructions in the lower Ouse in 1673 had proved a piece- 

Meal and far from permanent solution* Now encroachments from ripar- 

ian interosto who were loss concerned with the Ouse an a major 'Water. 

way than an a source of piscatorial activity had coon made themselves 

felt. Numerous obstructions were presented by a jury impanelled at 

an Admiralty Court held at Selby in 1693*. MOD totallins C90 wore 

imposed on the inhabitants of Skelton$ lZeedneaul Saltmarsh, Sandallp 

Hook and Asselby for erecting fishgarths and failing to remove ob- 

structions to navigation* Lessor fines wore imposed on certain 

individuals for allowing towing paths to bacomo ovorgrouno Present- 

ments of this kind were unlikely to produce markod or lastinj; improve- 

tent# By the late seventeenth century# dractic, action was needed, 

the Ouse being so shallow that vessels could hardly reach the city 
2 

staith with any load of consequence. In the decades after the 

Peatoration the capital necessary to'effect, major improvements had 

n6t been forthcoming, either from the corporation or from the 

morcantile co=unity at York*. 

IVER POTS IN THE AIPE VALLEY 

Un4er the mid fifteenth century Charteri the city authoritioe of 

York had been appointed connervators of the river Aire from the Ouse 

to Knottingley Hillog where, the further progreco of navigation was 

lo B*l*H. R* R. M. PoE9125. Precedent Papera. 

2* Duckham (1967)p P*50. 
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stopped by a dam across the stroame From KnOttinglev, tho hand of 

nAVILGatiOnt and from OthDr shipping ports 
, 
on the Airo - notably Wee. 

land and navelifto ., as roll as fron, Turnbrideo on the river Don# 

Pack hornes woro unod to Convoy Cooda to and from tho root Yorkshire 

towne and clothina districtool Throueho'ut tho oixteenth and soven- 

teenth centuries it scoms that KnottinGlOY romaind tho hoad ot 

navi, Sat: Lon* Thur, in 3.!; 81v whon arrangementa raro being mado to convey 

sixty troca from Kippax to ropair the dofencos at Uullp they rare 

first transportedl- 

#to tho vmtcr of Airo on. tho rent side of Knottincloy M1104*12 
By the late sovontoont4 conturyp Knottingloy and Selby hrd, become 

the principal ports for the Went Mine* In 1698p it =a affirmod 

thats- 

Itho number of V0000118s koolos and boaten bolonZine to r. nottingley 

and other placou'upon the Aire may be about 3o from 
. 
30 tons dornwarda 

the biaast of rhich may, =7 coo up to. Knottingloy noo dutyon an we 

could learno beins paid by those Vonsola in their Cooing and comoing 

from Yorko, Hull &cs*-3 

The depositions of Wharfingerap traders and ahipmantoro In a law. -suit 

ot 17120 provide nono indication of tho coasting and rivar trade of 

Knottingley in the late covantoonth and oarly eightoonth centuries* 

It was tentifiod that Bea Coing vessels from Pocheaterp London# Now- 

castle and evon from Holland$ carrying forty or fifty tons and draving 

I* Unwint 1ACT111's 

2# Vull IMP D*692,, 

3* Unwint 'ACH Its P*84* 
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six or seven feet of watert- 
#used to come up in freches to Knottinglei to= aida. f 

Commoditios carried by coasting vo, socle included fullorn earth# salti 

, 
barley# : wool# hiden and rape cakeno Knottingloy also traded to 

n=crous river ports within the Humber-Ouce-Trent, waterimy mystomg to 

Torksays Histerton# Burton Stather, Wintringhamq Brisgo Paull$ Broughp 

Uhitgiftl Swinoflecto Barmbys v; hlilo it was otatod thatt- 

$a great many more good Vessels from York# Thorne and Doncaster ofton 

traded up this Rivero" 

Ono witness# who had been employed for twenty years upon the river 

Airep_ trading from Knottingley to Ilulll Yorl-. 11 Grimaby and Gainsborough 

deposed that he had seen at Knottingley, at one time eighteen or nine- 

teen large top mast Iteols. 2 At Knottingleyg the burning of'lime was 

woll entablished by the late seventeenth centuryg and was traded 

throughout the river systemp, while a forge had been cot up at the 

port in the years after the Reatoration*3 

Above Knottingloy, important industrial and commorcial develop- 

ments were taking place in the co=unities nerved by the rivers Aire 

and Calder* When the mills at Allorton Bywater and Caotleford were 

leasod from Dame Jane Bland In 1675# tho tenants agroodt- 

Inot atlany time to give leave tolany porson whatsoovor 

to land or fix any boat ., # or lay any coala .,, on any part of 

the ground belonging to tho said mills such tending to her 

ladychipts loco and damage che being the owner of great collerien 

1. Unwin, IACN 210 p-13. 
2. IWO p., 12. 
3. Temple Hirst MSS, (unsorted). 
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near that place when strangers have or shall have liberty to land 

boats and lay coals ... without consent will hinder the nale 

of coalO 
1 

In 1697# Celia Fiennes noted at Castleford, the confluonce of the 

Aire and Calder: - 

'a Glass house; we saw thom blowing white glass and neale (anneal) 

it in a large oven by the heate of the furnace; all the Country is 

full of Coale and the pitts are so thich in the roade that it is 

hazardous to travell for strangers. $ 2 

Rape mills and co. -n milln had also been constructed at Castleford. 3 

"I"" SSSSS" 
* S" " 

The total tonnage of goods forwarded by land from Leeds and Wake- 

field to be shipped at Knottingleyp Selby or Tadcaster was quite 

considerable, In 1697, a prominent Leeds merchant calculated that: - 

, Wee send by a moderate Computation about 2,000 tunn of goods down to 

Hull in a yeare and have about the same Quantity coming up. t4 

Woollen cloth was undoubtedly the most valuable export from the West 

Ridings its volume depending largely on the state of trade, Although 

a small proportion of the cloths which changed hands in local fairs 

1. UnwingtACN 11# 9.57. 
2. Celia Fienness P-94. William Clifton was tenant of the glass house* 

Peferences to Clifton appear in the estate and household accounts 
of Temple Newsam. 

3. Bland MSS, DB212/2/10. 

4. Unwing IACN 119 P-55. 
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and markota continuod to be nold local2, y'. the Croat bulk pacood to 

London bv land carriage or coasting vocGolt rhoncq it was dintributod 

to other parts of England$ or wont via London, York# Hullj Howcantlol 

or Chostor to tho Continonto Tho Parly zovonteanth contury had 

witner-nod aiGnificant advances in the cloth-producing dintricto of 

tho Went RidinS9 whila a growing quantity bf roollona woro cont in a, 

went-eant directions inatcad Of moving along tho north-couth axin 

vrhich had hithorto dominated thoraCion's aconor4.2 Ho'woverl prou- 

perity gradually obbod out of tho Airo and Calder valloyco plagueg 

civil war and tho uncartainty of foroignzarkata adding to tho diffi- 

cultics. of the clothing co=unitiou, The dif ficultiou lahich tho 

woollon Inductry exporiencod in thO late Oevonteonth contury wore 

partly duo to tho ozpansion of toxtilo Inductriec in thoco countrien 

-'OEM., ocially Fr=co vMd Holland - vrhero English cloth had formorly 
3 

tound a oubstantial markoto. Dospito complainto trom tho Wout Riding 

co=unition about tho atato of tradov it coome that tho export of 

karsies and northern dozons through the port of Ilull continued to 

rica*4 

Is Hoatons P*170. 
2o Ritizaerp Moodals poll? * The growth of Looda coincidoc with the 

rovival ot null as a port* in 1638p throo quarters of tho Wout 

Ridinz: lo korveyn 
'were 

exported throueh liull and other east coast 
ports, 

Uoatons p*251. 

DavisqIIIuIlI# P*24s Rimor concidom that it was not until the 
16901c that prosperity muy be said to have returned to Leads* 

13.0 



Probably the two moot significant d9volopmonta in the to3ttile 

induntry of the Wont Riding in tho later docadon of tho coventeenth 

century were the diversification of manufacture$ an4 a grqwing tond-, 

ency for local merchants to, trado directly with London and tho Conti- 

nent# despite alleged encroachments by the metropolitan factors and 

the attempts of the Begulated Companies to maintain a commorcial 

monopoly* 
1 After t4e Rostorationp the worsted induatry boaan to ! iýske 

headvay outside East Angliag manifeated, in the Vloqt Riding by, the 

manufacturo of baya - Clotho vhich wero half vrool and half, worstod, - 

particularly in the Halifax district. 

2 
numbor of bays wore being exported* , 

BY the 1680 #a a conadorAle , 
in 1688l the output of baya in 

Yorkshire was aufficiontly groat to Justify tho inclusion of this 

fabric in a, short list of cloths on which subsidy and u1nago wore 
3 

paid* 
The latter years of thq soventeenth century vrere also marked by 

bitter complaints from the commercial, interests of Loodo and Wake- 

field against the factors and cloth dealing companion of London* 

Manynorthern. clothiers and merchants arguod that it van becoming 

increasingly difficult for them to arrange transactions at Blackwell 

Heaton, p. xviii. 

2. in 1684# coastal shiPmOntu from Rull included 3#269 singlo, dozeno, 

4,893 kerneya and lp204 single bays. Willan (1938)#P-120. 

3*, Hoatong P*268* 
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Hall on equal terms with the commercial coamunity of the motropoligge 
1 

Trading interests in the, Aire and Calder valleys also had to contend 

with the joalousy of the Eastland Company and Morchant Adventurorep 

whose branches at Bull and York did not welcome morchanto from Leeds, 

Wakefiold and Halifax,. However# the morchanto of west Yorkshire 

were in closer touch with the cloth-producing dibtrictb than traders 

from the port tornsp and a large proportion of tho traffic in cloth 

roll into the hands of the formorg despite the efforts of York mor- 

-chants to bar interests from Leeds# Wakefield and Halifax from the 

Regulated Companions 2 Even before the Restoration there is evidence 

that Leeds merchants were acting together in the freiGhting of 

vessels at HU1193 The extant accounts of one English morchantq who , 
I* JiMont P*1709 For oxamplop in 1964 the clothiers and merchants of 

Leeds petitioned the House of Commons complaining that the city of 
London had imposed additional charges at Blackwell Hall and 
Leaden Hall. ý Attempts to check the London companion by logislat- 
ivo instrument proved largely inoffective, 

2" Jbid, The York merchants did not approve of West Riding M6ichanto 
living in the clothing diGtrictsl instead of sharing in the civic 
expencen of York* For ex=plel, in 1654 whon the traders of Leeds 

wore seeking to make an arrangement with their brothren at York# 
the Eastland'merchants of Yokk replied thatt- 'if the Morchanto 

of Leeds and others that live in Clothing Townes will come and in- 
habitt in port Townoss we will joyne with thon in anything that 

may conduco to the good of this country, ' 
3* E. R*A. Oo Letter Book of Henry Thompson$ York morchantoDDFA 39131- 

010 May 160 Leo-Cawood was yesterday taken on for Hambro 
by the Leedo morchantoo! 
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ras resident at I-kLmburg in the 1680's. chow him acting an the asont 

and factor for a number of Leeds merchantal importing ltornoynpdozonýj 

and bayaq and arranging for thoir dictribution in Bromon, Lubeck and, 

Oldenburg, 1 

The Yorkshire clothiers supplemented the inadequate and coarne ' 

wool of thoir own county from thb Ilidland and nouthern countioa* 

There vms a wo3I developod 0713tom of internal tradop wool from Lin- 

colnshiro# Leicestershire# Rutlandl Warwickshirop Oxfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire boinj; sent by land carriapp to Leads$ Wcatofiold, 

Halifax and Rochdaloo where it vas'cold by aeonto and staplern to 

clothiern of tho murrounding districta, Somo clothiarn purchaned 

directly fron the faira at Hipong Doncacter or Pontofracts or from 

wol fairs in the midland counties, whilo othorm traded directly with 
'2 

the wool groworn, During the later seventeenth century, Bull im- 

ported increasing quantities of wool, which was forwarded by water 

to the Alre and ouso portal and completod tho journoy to the vost 

Rýding ýtarkot toms by land carriago,, 
3 

RIVER IMMOVEMENT SCHEMES IX, THE AIM, VALLEY 

High land carrialp rates to and from Knottingloyg Tadcastorg Selby 
10 Doncaster Huneum ArchivosDWD7!,, Account Book of Matthew Aohtonp 

Hanbure merchant* He assumed the name of rrank on bocoming hoir 
to his brother, His son was Richard Frank of Campsallp who bec=e 

Recorder of Doncaster$ and subsequently of Pontefractf 

2. Hoatonj, ýppj. 18-9,, Evidenco of the land carriaCe of wool may be found 

in tho numorous disputes concerning internal tolls, For e2umpletin 
IG76 a Gainsborough felltaongor affirmed that he Imost3, v ovory week travelled with horcoo loaded vith wool packs through Doncaster. ' 
P*R*O* D. L*4/118/3. 

3. Temple Hirat MSS9(unco*ýted) 113 



and Yorky'tho ýrincipal river ports f6r the grovinG west Yorlwhiro 

townshipas pronptod sovoral achemon to improvo and'ontond rivor 

navisationo Howevort early attempt3 to improve the co=unicationa 

of Loodu and Vakofield provod abortive. 

In the reign of James Il tho clothing townships of tho Vust 

Riding had first proposed to make the rivers Airo and Caldor navlG- 

able from Loedu and Wakefield to the tidoway, 'A Bill van brought' 

boforo Parliament In 1621ý to impr6vo certain rivorn for the economic 

advancement of Bury St. Edmundc# Sudburyq Chelmoford" Loodat' Wake- 

fiold# Dewsbury and 11adloys but it wac rojectod in the Houso of 

Lords, FivG yearn later a new'Bill tas introduced for molting the 

' but' determined opposition from YGMIC rivers Airo and Calder navigable$ 

and other northorn torns - wherait was assumed that any bonofito 

i7hich might accrue to the trading co=unitioa in the voollon cloth 

dictrictj3 would be at thoir expenco ;- was nuf ficiont to prevent the 

Bill passing.. 
2 The city corporation, of York informed thoir H, P, lo 

that: - 

'the townsmon of Leeds and Wakefield are about to procuro an Act 

for cutting or amending the Diver of Aireq which if they Bhould 

pI cure 
I 
would be to the uttor overthrowo of this cittie, they having 

so good a trade by clothoinS6 whoroby they Growo ritch; thoreforo we 

desire you would stand for this cittic and prevent them in their 

saitos* 3 
lo UnwinglACN, 10, p,. 53. 

n2id a p.. 53. 

3. We P-10. 
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Although further proposalc rare made to survey the rivorn Aire and 

Caldars the project appoarn to have been abandoned for a number of 

years* 
I 

After the Pentorationg attention was controd at first on. the 

extension of water co=unication to Leeds. in 1679, tho corporation 

of Lecdc considered: - 

$the great Proffit and Advantage which may accrue to the Towno and 

Burrough of Leedes *** by malteing the niver of Aira Vavigablo or 

Usefull to carry and rocarry goods and morchandi-,, O by'Boatce to and 

from Knottingloy and zoo on to Hull 

The ctepa necesnary to execute the undortaiting were diccuasodo and 

William Pickering - the mayor - proposed that an undertaker should 
I 

be appointed. Although members of the Corporation vero approachods 

only Pickering was prepared to carry the matter further and he vas 
3 

confirmed an solo undertakers 

Pickering# a Merchant Adventurer who enzaced in trado to ll=burg 

on a conEiderable ccale, continued to work for the improvement of 

the river Aire between Leads and Knottingloyt and appears to have 
41 

contemplated a larger schemeo In 168% the arguments for developing 
lo UlmmerplLeods'# p, 126, Thomas Savilloo the Manorial Steward of 

Wakefield would not promote the project again when cýckod to do so 
in 1627. 

2* Unwino#ACN lip p* 54o 
3o Ibid. Pickering was 'the ingenious Author of the Harrow of the 

Hathematicks, l Ducatussp*248, 

49 UnwinsAU 11, P-54, References to William Pickering appear in the 
Accouht Book of INatthov i1shtons Hamburg merchant* Doncaster Museum 
Archivoc. -D"/Io 
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the went Yorkshire raterwayn wore not out in Pen none 'of fored for rink-, 

inp Viver Aro(nic) Nnvigablq -frori Knotting1by to T-peden"and Piver 

Caulderl nic2- 
-from 

Cantl oforthLsic) to Wakofiold. It was predicted 

that'by means of water communication to Loode and Wakefield a thouBWA 

pounds would be saved every year on the land carriage rates to and 

from Selby and Knottingley, which at cortain times of the year 

amounted to fifty shnlinGs per ton# or an high no throo poundo4 It 

was also maintainod, that the extension of rivor navigation would en- 

courage and increase the manufacture of woollon cloth and other 

tradeas employ zany mens and increase the numbers of boatmen and sea- 

mono Dospito theso argumontol Pickoringla ochome, remainod. only on 

paper: - 

'being too great an Undertaking for a private Gentleman*" 

The town corporation of Loodup Me tho city corporation of Yorkv 

seema to have been unwilling-to twdcg the requisite corporate action 

for the improvement of local water CO=uniCations, Tho Wout Riding 

woollen industry was marked by periods of depression daring the relp 

of Charles 110 which may have made it difficult to raise the neces- 

sary capital to promote large scale undertakingso Even if the 

capital was availablep the confidence to'invoot in local transport 

improvemenýa was absent in, the years between tho Peatoration and the 

Revolution 

TADCASTER ANDMIE RIVER WHARFE 

Although the river ports on the Ouse and kire provided the main 

1. UnTinj'ACN Ift. P. 54. 
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channola for the more populoui3 co=-junition of the V,,, qot niding in 

their trade by water; thero is somn evidence, that tho rivar Marto 

was nlno uned. In tho late sovonteonth century the river Uharfe 

=a naviCablo to Tadcantero rUcho in addition to Ito trade by vmterl 

van a hnltini; place for pack-horcen and stago concheat- 

#a vory good little tozm for travolloro# montly Inno and 31ttlo 

trado=onle honacs, " 

In 1693# the inhabitantn of Tadcantor and covoral other tor. na adjoin. 

Ing upon tho river Wharfo, not out In a potition to tho Houco of 

Co=mon3 a doncriptiolaf, their coznorcial v: dc by ratert- 

'a navigable Ptivor and Tradon with vounelo And boato to and from the 

city of York# the torn of KinCaton upon Hull and other placon by 

rhich river Great quantityoc of Morchandice are brour. ht. to the vaid 

town of Tadeactor and carryod from thence by horcon to Loodn$ Zkipton 

and coverall other places lying in the Woot Vidina .6o and aloo 

whore and from thence cloth, and other commoditiec, in brought from 

Looda #a *12 
lo Calin Fiennon, po?! ý* Zome yearn 13FO; ano-Mor Ua"Mlor recordod 

that: -#Just above the bridee ia a reir acroon the river# so that 
it is at prooOnt no furthor navieableoviLintolto"r,, co=,, ZO. Mtl. n? xd V19 
93, 

2* jjqof C. Journ. -Anp 104* In January 168? 6 Pobert. MWto vnrote 
fron TAdcaotor to Sir John lReroobyt-113o pleacod to boti-iond John 
Loft who in my noighbour and tovnr. =an a London carryor he had a 
brown Colding taken from him. upon the road about Pothorhamt 
Forosby IISS* 43/14,. In Docombor 1689, a letter ran addroarad to 
Temple Nowcam fro= London: - 1. * al 1,; avo you novm of a double Koego 
of Sturi; iono delivered to John Loft carryor of Tadcantor and 
direct for myý Lord* I Temple Hewaam IIZSp WeCorrs 5/364* 
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A Poport, by two combarn of tho London Trinit,,,, Mum in tho c=o yonr 

is probably clocor to the, zarh. in itc dcocription or navigatUn on 

tho rivor Tharfo: - 

sc, omo low mail vorsalla or boatca did upon Sprina tidou tho not with- 

. out dificult. v, Got up to Tadcactor ,#s so that tho trado or t1=t 

placo by untor (ic) very inconcidorabloos' I 

In, tho abnonce o! co=crcial archivout it ic noconvary to havo 

recourso to tho accuuntu and corrospondonco of noarby catato%-. * In 

1689# Pobart Vhyto# a rharfingor and trador at Tadcautor uns paid 

rio 12,. n. for 161 doultj# and carrint,; o to Tonplo Norc=# Grocory 

Coodn6 graing hopc and vino voro alco obtabiod from Myto from time 

to t1mos Duen voro alvo paid at Todcantor# possibly r1wrtalp to 

tho lord of tho = orj- 

fut, lion Ld Irwin dobitor to Robart MýYto of Todcautor: 2 

Za 

For froight of mpl; a 
Duen att Tadcastor 6 
For 8 oL-a boarda 0 
For 146 foathor latta 0 4-q por 100 60 
For : rrt of I box applea to Hull 30 
Dues hare and portorldgo 

TO 

UnwinotACIT Ift P, 73s 

-2* TOmPle Now= =so W&A/3-345-59 In 1657v a Pobort Myto of Tad- 

cantor van =ong tho ocoro of Marfodalo gentlomou rho =ro 

appoiniCled under convorvatora of the Wharlo for the protaction of 

fichinGo Its Spoightp MM. Shounand. Xenrn of Tndcaptor Ifintorl 

(1903)0 P67426 118 
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(Xi THE YOMCIlj*lIIRE MINIM- NT 

In the late coventoenth cgnturyg tho Yorkshire Derrmnt wac the 
L-r-FT, 

only right-, banl-. tributary of the Ouco which vras navigable. Tho head 

of navigation dopended largely on tho atato of tho rivor at any 

particular timet usuallY to Eaot Cottinrwithq, conctimon to Zuttono 

The number of vessels which regularly used the river van probably 

very c=ll,, In 1698# it wan recorded that: - 

'there were 2 Kooloo of 20 or 30 Tune besides come for open Boaton 

of or 6 Tuns which Ymro imploy'd in fetching and carrying to the 

next Towne some 10 or 20 Milan up the Diver the Comodityon of the 

Country Corno oupecially&12 

Hz-atong the principal borough on the Dorrent - though not on its 

naviCablo stretch in the late seventeonth century - probably'roceived 

many of its importod goods by land either from York or, from Scarbor- 

oughe Colia Flennas found it: - 

'a pretty largo, town built of stone, but poorp there ic a largo madcot 

place and noverall great housee of Gontlomone round the to=. l3 

East of the Derwentt Ilorden had como trade$ one contemporary 

topographer votinSt- 

$a good largo town a very groat mmitet on Saturdays for cattle, corns 

provisions, *4 
in 16659 apprehension was expresood lent plaguo should, sproad from 

the motropoliss. 

@great danger from the Howdon fair* lost tradesmen brinsins goods 
from London should scatter infection thereby ... 15 

- Is W: LllaulYorko* Divoral, p. 197. 
2, Unwin. 1p. cg lo,, po83. 
3* COUR Fiennes, p, 9.3, 
4- Blome, p. 255. 
50 POROOO S*P*29/lp-slr,, n- n9, 



(Xii i) TIM, RIVE, R PORTS OF TIM. DON VALLEY 

Tho tco contiguoun lowland areas of tho Isio of Axholmo and 

Ilatfiold Chaso in thoir pro-drainago condition vroro subjoct to periocla 

floodings Innumorable atroam channela exiatingin association vrith 

tho main rivors - tho Dong Idle# Trent and Torne. Beforo the drain- 

'ago of Batfiold Chase, the river Don had no direct outlot into the 

Yorlzbhiro Ousep one branch flowing inio the vivor Aires and the other 

into the river Tronto In the later middlo agaul vaccola of consider- 

able draught. had boon able to navigato tho Don to Thorno quoyl Fish- 

lake Ferry or Stainforthq and smaller craft to get up to Doncaster. 

A petition in 14421 viened by the H. P, Ia for the countioc of Lincolng 

Nottinshamp York and Derby aet out tho importance of naviration on 

the Don: - 

#a usual and common passage for divers particI3 of the said counties 

to the cities of York, Bull, Hodons Holdernonso Beverley# Bartong 

Grimsby and to London and olsowhero. 02 i 

1, J. Tomlinson, Doncnater fr6n tho Ponan Occujýation to the Present 

Time (1887) 1 P-179- 
2, J. Huntert History of Hallanchire (nov ad* by A* Gattyl 1869)9 

P*154- At that Una the river Dan dividod at Stainforth into 
several channels$ the most considerable of them Joining the river 
JOLre at Turnbridges which remained an important rivor port until 
the arainage schemes of Vermuydan, In the early novoiitoonth 
cantury large quantities of raw hides woro Imported at Hull and 
forwarded 'upp Humber and the fresh rivers there to Turnbridge 
and Bartroy, and hence by land to our coverall drollince within 
the Woot Riding of Yorkshiree, 'L*A. ClarknongtTho Leather 
Craftz;, Jn Tudor''and Stuart EnGlandlp AC*Rist*Rove IV(1966)o 25-39. 
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Tho pattorn of drainacep inland navigation and rural oconomy in 

the Inlo of A. "diolmo and Hatfield Chaco vere Greatly modified va a 

result of the work of Sir Cornelius Vormuyden and his partners in tho 

first half of the roventeenth century. Tho drainago of those areae 

was a single rchemo, Vormuyden attempting - in spite of bittcr oppo- 

nition from local inhabitanto - to roplaco tho old paotoral economy 

rith-a new arablo one which would permit the cultivation of corn and 

rape. 
I 

ita part of the ochemo tho branch of the Don which flowed into 

the Tront rac cut off, forcing all tho water of the Don into the 

river Airo, Extensivo flooding followodp and Vormuydon rac compoUod 
I to Cut the Dutch Itivor - at a coot cf C20,000 - to give the Don an 

OUtlOt into tho river Ous0#2 To allay tho approhonciona of furthor 

floodingg and to moot a romonatrance from tho city corporation of 

York, a lnrgo oluice ran placed at the Mouth Of the Dutch nivor to 

provant tidoo flowine fmm thO OUVO, 3 The decay of thia cluico in 

the later sevontoenth century produced bitter controvorsy# it being 
lo Joan ThirakplThe Isle of Axholmo before Vomuydon'l jLr*1jjntýRevq, $ 

1 (1951)9 16* 

2, Willan (3.965), p, l 

3ý Templo Norman )=, TIlo Corr# 14/11. An oarly oightocath contury 
topographer recorded of the sluice at Goolo that the Villasors and 

farmers of Hatfield Gbaso bad 'for their own Eafetyj as roll as by 

a romonstrance from tho city of York built a sluice and 

flood gates at. tho mouth of it (the Dutch River) to atop the tide 

takins that courco, ' Drake, p. 231. 

P-1 



claimed by tradine intoroato dependent on tho river duso and its 

tributaries that the participants of Hatfield Chaco haa Intolen' the 

ontuarino tidoj3* I Despite injunctions by the Court of Seviora that 

the mouth of the Dutch River should be Itept at twonty, fiVoLyardo in 

breadth, the cluico, raa not repaired and the mouth of tho cut had 

grovm to fifty yarda by tho early eightconth century., Nevortheloang 

the exaggerated claima of the city corporation of York that the docay 

of Goole sluice had ruined the naviCation of tho Ouco wore effectively 

Countered in a Roport, by two members of London Trinity House In 1698,2 

I* Drake, p, 231,, -Sojýe time after the Reatoration - evon eighteenth 

century local hictoriana vmro unable to give an exact date -a 

Violent land flood led tho oluice to 'blow up, ' 

2, UnwintACII 10, P. 83. The Trinity Houca, members affirmed thatt- 
f 

two were, very Curious & exact, in our Survey & obcorvation upon 

Gowle aluce & the Dyke thereof & tho, it is the co=on Complaint 

of the inhabitants of york that the decay of the aforecd cluce 

hath boon tho ocation of Loaning their water & apoyloing the River 

Ouze woo doo'bolievo it hath done littla projudico therounto nor 

can it have los"od thoir water to the proportion they complaino 

of for that tho Atea df thid Dike in but small in comparison with 

the whole Area of the soverall. Rivorej above this place moo. far 

that the Tido flowes# & the water that now passos t7drof the said 

dike or Cutt BuplYoG only the River ftnii Tihich van bofore Suplyed 

throf the Airpet 
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Although the Dutch River was not deciened lprimarily as a ch=nel 

for, inland navigationg it vrac doutined to become pert of an important 

wateruay* In the Into seventeenth century$ Thorno and Mablalte vore 

the principal porta on the lower Don# providinj; tranradpment facd1litim 

for cmaller vesDols trading to higher pointn on the river* Vessels 

traded regularly from Thorno and Fichlako to Hull and to other river 

porto within the 11=ber-Ounc-Trent watervay systom, 
I Vcrmuydon had 

done nothing in hic lifetime to prove hio contention that the drained 

fen could be made more profitable than the undrainedg but he had 

chown that the land could be put to a difforent, uno* Nevertholecat 

come y0ara laterg Dugdale waa able to write vith admiration of the 

corn and rapo which waEj ro= on tho Iola of Axholmos 2 Tradors and 

f4ctors Uoing Thorn6 ahd Fishlalto doalt in cornp tizbor, coal andg 
3 to a loscor oxtonts iron, Poat was cut in the noighbourhood and 

was conveyed by water to other parto of the Don valley and to othor 

river porto of the region, 
4 A numbor of the inhabitanta of Thorne 

engagod in what must havo boon a Wrillar occupation: - 

'digging and selling of ... nubtorranooua Trees and Poots 15 

Above Finhlako, arand and gravel bads made navigation to rowuuter 

hazardoue when tho rator In thoriver was low. It coa= clear that 

navigation betwoon Doncanter and the Ouco wan precarioual and that 
I., Temple Hirst MSS* (unsorted), 

2. Joan Thirsk, oRocit, l p, 20, 

3. 'W*Peck) History of Bautry and T horne (Donca&. Wer# 1813)t Po87. 
4.5411aleYs History and Antinuitiou of Thorne (Thorneg 182.9), P*122@ 

5. B-11. Sloane liss- 40361 tole? -94, 
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the river wan not nr. vILn, blo at all abova the to=. ' Although tho 

tido Tlc>wod u. p t1jo I)utch river after the decay of COOIO cluicOt itO 

, Dff(Ict, o Tmro lot felt at Donc"tor*2 W-In norouOibridea and Baw*,. rY# 

tho Inhabitants of Doncastor onjoynd inportant land so tvll an wator 

communicationn: - 
fcoatod on tho exosit road to London ;i larCug mll-built cmd inhabited 

Town-Corporato onjoyeth a good trado o,, rpocially for StocldmCv, kxLit 

ra: L"tco'*, ttct ""O"icOattl =a CIIOVOO ct verY cood I! ar'.,. ct for corn$ clkttio, 

provisiona 013 

, Apart tmu onjoying tho nenntaZon ot bo; tnt; zituatod on tho Grent, 

North Poad, the to= of Doucautor alco derived come banotit an a heaa 

of navigation which sorved ono of the tranc-Ponnine land routeas 
Alonj;, thin caatý. w3ct D, %irjo ralto Grv . 

int flax and othor mods roro 

forwardod to Dorbychirop Lancachiro and Chachiral, v; honco junat, choece 
1., Willan M'G! ý)* Vel* 
, 2. E. killer, llintgrX nml-Antignition-of Ponvinter (1804)s P, 6295. 
3. Dlomes p*2.57* The atuation. of lx)ucvntor on tho Great North Pload 

apparently aided tho inhabitanto in the vale of their manufactureco 

Tho=s Basitorvillo recorded that: -Ithoy mnl-. o oxcollont stocIduen 
I. I. IA 

for hornomon of very fino yarn nnd varioty of coloural and tho 

women of tho tavn are so importunate for tboy ro with bundles of 

thO StOCIcings On thoir arms from inn to inn where travellers arep 

that you can hardly ovada laying out money vith thon ,** and 

they r,, ro to be commonded for itt for this being the grout road 

botwoot L!: ndon and YorIc# and Scotlandp thoy do by thic moana vond 

a 17cat deal of Sooda*$ IliStalMeCommes J! qrtInnd Ils 
. 
3100 
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butter and tobacco woro brou&t in return. 
I 

of all the varicultutal 

produce ccld at Doncaster market,, Crciu was probably the cost import- 

ant# a now Moat Croca bcinS built in the torm in 1679*2 Moat cold 

in the totm wan often carried by land to the loror Dou ports of 

Thorne sind richla. o for dispatch by rater to Lull, Althoucb. metal 

Coodal I =. dwaro, iron and load tore handled at Doncautor for interwto 

in the Shoftiold district end north DorbycUro) the cutlorc and load- 

macturv soon to have preferred tho Bautry-StocIrcith axin vhicL wau 

voll dovoloýod by tho end of the revonteenth coztury*3 W. o numbor of 

vocr, ola regularly trading to Doncactor in the later coventeenth 
4 

contury va6 probably ver,,, small. Doncastor'n trado by wator at that 

1. Willan (1965), p. l* At the end of tho covonteenth century, the 
improvemont o; r tho ljorsoy botwoon rarrinaton and ltunrtorn van undor- 
taken by Thomas Patteup a Warrington merchant* When Patton landod 
tobacco at his ovn. quay for dinpatch to Rulls it %-" for=ded by 

cart to Stockport* by packhorco from Stockport, to Voncaator# and 
complotod 146-ho journoy by vator,, 

20, Ei. Miller, op. *citoo p*43* Close to tho marltet# Doncantor corporat- 
ion o=od tho manorinl corn-mills, Viore the c,.,. ru ma dolivorod 
in btak, aftor purcbnvo by vamplo in the warhott In Juno 1678g 
the mills wro loanod by Reginald Spofforth and others for oleven 
years at the ront of &125 por annumo Doncnnter j! ocordev 111* 341 

3, & C* Hadfiold# Jhe C. pr. p1t; 
__of 

the r. nvt_ )1idjrLr. dn (Newton Abbot, 19600 
P, 030.1 

4#. In Decombor 1680# Jovan Mold# a 1jull sUppers advicod-Bir John 
Varczbyt. to as for your hampom and other thinGa they are not 
an yet comed to hand but oupono they may ba under the tay for 
neathor of Doncaoter bo. '%to are hoare supovo the rivers is frozen*' 
Vorosby M51,15.16/7,. 
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time seems to have been dominatod by the Haddoxt Dixon and Ambler 

families. 

TIM IDLE; - TPENT AXIS 

Iý. Trading and inductrial co=unitios on the upper Dons and p, robably 

at Doncacter Itsolf found an alternative outlet for thoir Cocds by 

conding them by land carriage to Bawtryt thence down the river Idle 

for transhipment at Stoc] 

London, 2 Tho Idlo-Trent 

affected by tho drainaec 

the drainaGe of Hatfield 

the river Trento namely, 

Stockwithp by Haro Dyke# 

ýmith on the Trent either for Hull or for 

arAo# like the Don routej wan greatly 

schemea of the seventeenth century, Before 

Chacol-the river Idlo had three outlets into 

by a navigable cut - the By Carra Dyko - to 

and by a natural channel to Adlingf1cat, 

the, last two being in conjunction with the vouthern branch of the 

river Don*3 Evidence that Chesterfield had replaced Derby as the 

maJor lead market of the county by the. late sixteonth century ceems 

to confizz that it raa during the reign of Elizabeth I that Bawtry 
4 entered a phare of onpanrion, In 1620, a witness in a lawsuit 

10 Estate correspondence a3d accounts of the Reresbys Saunderson# 

and Savile families provide numerous roferencos to the use of the 

river Donj and - in the absence of commercial archives - reveal 
s6me-evidonce of the water trade. In the 16801c John Mladdox seemB 
to have been the'principal wharfinger and shipper at Doncastero 
Pereaby JISS# 18/6; 19/29; 2445 

20 Willan, (1965)l p. lo 

3. Bradchavo p. 180. 

4. Hull mss. it. '92-96 
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concorning local tolls dopocod. thatt- 

'the Xdlo falloth into Trent'at 5"tockvith being ten milan 

diatant by wator fmm DartrY vaid Rivar in IlaWLS. -ablo boaring 

boteat L-otchca aud krialots somo of them of 10 or 3.2 Ton burthanol 
2 

At that timo thoro woro, appra-ontly threa staithan at tha inland port* 

Ac part of Vcrmuyden'u'drjdnugo scheme tho nouthern. branch of 

% tho Idle Tmso cut off, and the water of tho rivor conveyod to the 

Trant by A cut uhich vac not naviLrablo,, Doapito protoctso thlo 

cyatcm'romaiu-,,. d - leavint; tho By Crrra Dyko an tha chiot and navierlie 

branch of the Idlo - under tho juriodiction of the Ilattiold Chaco 

Co=icr, ionorj3, %3 
Althoul; h goode continuod to bo chipped from B, -A-,, try and rtocl, -. with 

4 

to Hull during the poriod "of the Civil Wars the morcLanta and Icool. 

mactore at tho inl. '.. Ind ports did not rasa through tho conctitutiowl 

cont3let unscathodo in Jazuary 1643p ordarn wore Sivan at wout 

ýAoclwith: - 
#to vinhe and caucod to bo mmko there# all tho heilon and boats 

... cave one keile which gott aray by atcalth and one ladcn*, 4 

Bawtry ceems to hove recovored ita position aftpr tho pectoration* 

le PeRe0, b F. 134/17 Jur-el/ilich*7- 

2, P*1,16,0* E 134/a JDcol/Par" A*13o The king tan Ormor of Dartry ranor 

tand of 3) ataithav in Davtry ad, 40inint: river Idlo ono called bý 

the n=o of Burgonses Staith thercat tood and corn have been 

landed. 

Dradahaw, pý18U. 

Uull I=o 11,181.128 



In 1667p Bawtry was described as: - 

'the groat Key of the Countric, and lauch Leadel Coalol Wood and 

other Goods are dayly brought hither and i=adiatcly sont away, # 

West Stbckrith devolopod aa a transhipment port for Bawtry and 

for the inland ports of the upper Treat, In 1682s West Stockvith 

was reforrod to an: - 

#a town three miles North of aainaburgh To which by reacon of, 

an antiont River called Dickoradike runninG thither the Dorbyehire 

Leadmerchants sends all their load# corno and other goods to Stock- 

with to be shipped from thence to London and factors imployed to 

Shipp ouch gooden as shall come to their hands# there boing abouto 

thirty vosselle of considerable burthene imployed constantly and 

have their dependence onoly on that trade, 02 

Morchantsj wharfingors and shipowners at the Trent ports coem to 

have considered their position sufficiently important to rarrant a 
'3 soparato Admiralty convoy in time of war* 

The vessels omployod on the Idle-Tront axis viore built locally# 

Ketches on the Idle probably varied little during the seventeenth 

century$ although thair burthen tended to, incronso slightly.. The 

nature of the Idle navigation imposed certain limitations on the 

Venselst- 

'not to draw above 2 foot and 9 inches rator for they can be built 

I. PoPoOo S. P. 29/189/25(3)* 

2. Aswaby 1ISS* ASW 2/66/6, 

llist-14SS,. Co=$, t Corpor 111,9., Godfroy Watkincon and Paul Wobstor 

of Chesterfield to John Curzong M. P. 2-0 May 1702. 
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no Birgor for to go under the BridCou and through the flood Cates 

and the rater ic very low in the summer. ' 

Shipbuilding probably began at West Sioclswith in ihe early covente-enth 

century. 
2 By the end of the century', fiching voccela and cizbable 

3 coasting vesEela were being constructod there, The extant 6ads 

of a fanily of shiprrielitt; at Woot Stockrith in the late covonteenth 

and early eighteenth centu, rioo reflccto the activition of a community 

clovely. interosted in chipa and shippinco The vill of John 

Iluntin&ton of West StOcItwith in 1683v dovicod to hie three children 

sharen or parts in savon Trent vosselas bovidon land in Woct Stock- 

vith, Dodithorpo# Histerton and Keadby* When Williaml his cocond 

son ditid in 1716l he bequeathed a. chipyardp and property at Tlect 

Ztock, withl, Gunhouce and Hictarton. A num of ýC300 vas to be laid 

out to build a chapol-of-oace in his chipyardl and a furthor C300 to 

bI uild ten imall houses for the ridora of ahiprrirhta and sacmen04, 

00 do 40 0a 
*00*6* 00 lip 0*a 

In south Yorkahiro and the Vale of Trent, the pace of economic 

change quickened after the Postorationj with oxpancion-in Icadt 

timber# iront coal and toxtiles. Lead vau a dominant ocozioric' 

factor in Derbyshiro, affecting overy class of cociety and every 

vialk of lifo. In Virksworth and the Eigh Poak, the country gontry 

1, - PR. O. 5, P. 29/206/10, Vensola drawing 2 foict-9 tnchofi ismter 
wore probably no more than 20 tons burthen. in the 1620's 

vessola on the Idle seem to have boon of 10-12-tone burthono 
Supra, r. 128, 

2, F*179 Brooks, 2L,. cit. p pp2o. 
3, Do la Pryme, p, j%. 

4. NoA. 0. Parish Records PR. 21510. 
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wore largely dopendont upon mining* with their younger cona in bx&n 

as load and wool merchants* Gentlemen leadmastera and cmallor d=- 

holders - part owners of the minae r employod companies ofAdvoutmvra 

to undertolto large acala drainaGo rorkeol Towards the end of the 

r. ovontoonth century thoro rao an incroace in tho activitY of tho 

Derbyshire lead mineo# which were dominated to a Greater extent by 

tho load zorchantop who contributed an Important cha-ro of tho requi- 

vito capital for driving DOUChUs inatalling onginou and doopening 

chaftue Becidet; their interest in mining and amoltingg the lead 

merchants - or thoir factors - arranged for the carriage of load to 

Hull or London for vale to oxportoral or ovanj in vomo canon# Vore 

thomcolvep oxportors to tho Continent* 

Tho woalth of tho loading ftmiliov of Shoffiold and north Derby- 

shira in the seventeenth and early oizhtconth centuries rma not 

dorived directly from the cutlery tradoov but from the furnaces and 

forges which supplied the raw material* Several now ironvorka had 

boon developed in south Yorkohires, Derbyshire and Nottinghamaiiiro 

during the Co=onroalth period* Expancion continued in Nottingham- 

shiro, after the Rontorationo The Capitalintic charactor of the 

1. Chamboras pp*6-7* Cromford Souj; h completed-in 1688 coat Z30,0009 

and Hill Car Sough from Yoult; rave to Darley coot even moro. Botvoen 

1700-1716s a further drainage, undertaking ran carried out in 

connection with Gregory Itino which made Achover one of the moot 

hiShly developed lead mining aroas in Derbychiroo 

Poictrick and Jonzingris po 180. 
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Iron induatry van in charp contrast to the codoct cconomic status of 

the cutlery trades* I 

In south Yorkahiro and north Dorbynhiro coal mining was largely 

in the hands of landornero# but a now feature of tho industry in the 

coventocath century van the appearance of the loadmantorg load mor- 

chant and ironmastor who took an important part in tho development 

of coal mining, For examplog Sir John Bright of Carbrook can con- 

cernod in the load trade and later interectod himself in the develop- 

ment of nevoral, collierieop In 1651p Bright leaned Bandavorth 

collicry from the Counto no Dowager of Arundolt which he continuod to 

hold until his death in 1688* The colliery van valued at Cjj8OO$ 

and coon provod moro valuable to Bri&ht than his lead mining and load 

trading concerns* 

Bucinons archives of intorosto using the Idlo. -Trent axis reflect 

something of the economic developments outlined above# but tend to 

provide loss information on fluctuations of trade than of the main 

patterns of commerce within the region* Thic is particularly truo 

in the cane of timber# increasing quantitioc of thich wore carried 

from Sherwood Forest in tho late oovonteonth century# partly to 

satisfy the demanda of the navy, 
3 Nevertheless# tho extant records 

of landodg industrial and mercantile concerns who regularly forwarded 

or racolvod Goods to Dautry and Stockwith have left a more complete 

picture than the other inland ports of the numbor-Ouco-Tront bai)ins4p____ 

I* IIopIdnvon#'Co; TFi"; 1dIt P-301. 
2* nido 

3. Infrag pp. 145ý160. 
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Derbyshire lead was undoubtedy the moat valuAble commodity 

handled at Dautryt boinj; brought by packhorno or cart from tho maAcoto 

at Chesterfield and Wirltsworths- 

#the Croatest lead-market in Vnglaad whore lead merchants have their 

mootinS for sale thereof m91W thousands of men# women and 

children in Derbyshire have caintonance from load# an minorep workorsp 

Gmelterap carrieral merchants 

North of wirkaworthip Rucklow and Eyam were Important-land producing 

contros*2 

Two main land routes were used to the Idlo port of Bawtry, one 

via Workcopg Eant Rotford and Blythe; the other via Sheffield and 

Tick, hilýL In a lawmdt concerninf; the payment of tolls in the manor 

of Blythol one witnecog a farmor and carrior., dopocod thatt.. 

'every weeko in summertime or very often (he) c=o with wainout carts 

or carriages loadonod vith load from Sheffield to Tickoll and thon 

via Tickoll Lane to Dawtry and there unloadod and took up other 

goods in the s=o carts and carriages to carry back to Sheffield on 

the c=o wayo 13 

It Blomet P*78* 

20 Hopkincong OEY=19 P*80* It Dooms that between 1683-1701, o the 
auccourore of Francis and Valph Jamos . cho had drained a part of 
the vein at Eyam - raised 10* 421 loads of orol making a profit of 
C-3.672 

3? P-R-Oý- E I-A/28-29 Charles 11/11JLI*19. ý To avoid the payment of toll 
at'Blythe, covoral Carriers wont via Scrooby to Bartry* lococito 

depociti, on of jazaa Inr 
, 411. of r , ales, Yorlwhiree 
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Tho tow mtrvivinj; a6c6luite 6f Lawrence Okloys a yoonan and load 

doaler of Chooterfield covor tho yearo 16? Z-O# and provido furthor 

evidenco of the changon which tore taking place in tho chipping of 

Dorbychiro load# to which roforonco han alroady boon madool OX10Y 

j)urchanod load from the cmolting milla at Overton and Noccington 

Iloys and from covoral merchants at Chonterfioldo The load wan thou 

sent by land to Dawtry# thonco it ran forwar4od by vater to Oxloyls' 

chippina, aGont at UuIl* Robort. Paikoo# a morchant and factor of 

Hull reco: tved co=micsion from Oxley for ma%inj; the requisite arranj; o- 

monto for chipping load botreen Bull and Londonj clearing at the 

Custom Uouso and payina the Woolhouso duos at tho Uumbor portorwheen 

January 167Z and July 16749 okloyla accounts include reference to 2G 

chipmacterc who wore rogularly-shipping lead botwoon Bull and London, 

The load van cousi&mod. to Thomas Bludrortht a London morchanto rho 

Coons to have received botwoon C12 6. q* and C12 10go per tothor*2 

After July 1674j the load bought by Oxley =a c; hippod directly 

from Stoclwith to Londono, Tho principal rhartingers at Stockwithl, 
3 

Loonard and kVancia Couloy acted as Ozloyla agents at tho Trout port& 
I*- Suprns ýp*19: 3.99 

, 2* D*A*Oo AcAlvAccount, Dook of Larrcnco Oxley*, An entry on 29 

- Octobor 16730, recorda Olloy reimbursing his Ilull agant: - tpaid to 
I? obtt, Paiken for duen of Load by ronoy duo to bo rocoaved by him 

of Ald,, Shiniior 9111 1ý. na, of which his dues como to r. 11 ýg.. l 

3., Ioc. cit. For o=mplo#, the ontry of 25 JU: LY 1674t-lload chipt from 
stock, uith as per advico of Loo,, Cowloy,! 

135 



Dotwoon July 1674 and Docomber 3.677s thoro In ovidonco that Oxloytn 

lead wan being cont directly from Stockwith to London in 18 voccoln* 

Aftor 3.674s Okloyla load wan cold by two TAndon morchantuo Daniol 

Wij; fall and jocoph HaYvard02 Although oxjev#v.., Aovajut: e in lead woro 

conductod on a =all ocalo thoy provide, an inciCht Into the contempo- 

m7 controvoray botwoon tho town corporation of Bull and tho mrschontri 

and shippern at tho Trent portu* 

0 qb en (Ab db qb 0 .*0060 ,000 
qlb 00 

Judging by the craction of now blast furnacoc and forgano it 

co=o that tho iron inductry of Nottinehamehiroo' Dorbyshire and 

nouth Yoritchiro - and, indeed of other iron producina roCiono . ox- 

perionced no -protractod poriod of inactivity in tho Into covonteenth 

conturys-3 Tn 16520 prancip I-locitloy of Rockloy loacod throe acrou of' 

*A*O* Ac463. Sovoral of tKo Tront chipmactorn n=; d ru OMFG -- 

Account Booir. appear in the Bonch, Dooka at 110.10 an havinj; loft the 

Humbor port vdthout polini; Woolhouso duon, in hib will of 4 

January 1677# Loonard Covloy of Clout Ztockvith dovicod to hin 

daur, htor-iu-Invi ono quarter Wt of the hool r. ndonvourp and one. 
third part, of the kotch Consonto H#A#O* Parish Vocordn PR* 204116* 

2.0 in April 16861, John Field a loadinG Bull torchant advicod Sir John 

norooby: - my London corroapondento aro Daniol TiCtall and 
Francio Goll corchanto in Dotolph Lano Them morchanto dealo 

much in load and aro eminont on tho Exchango*# Itorooby 1, =, 44/19o 

3, Flinut pp*244-53o In 16579 thoro woro 19 iron worka in 11 

difforoat placce in tho Scaredrao ilundrod of Derbyehiro alonoo 

Ch=borst p*8* 

136 



land to Lionol Coploy of Rothorham in order that a furnaco mielit bo 

built by the aide of a cmall stream runnine dovn to the river Dove, 

noar Vors-borouehol DurinS the mid covonteonth'contury# Copley was 

the most important ironmantor in couth Yorlwhirog besides renting 

tho, Kimbarvorth and Phiston colliorion on the Effinaham octato at 

9100 and 95.5 per annum rospoctivoly. 
2 In 1654# Georeo, Sitroll 

undortook to build a foreo at Carburton In Nottin5hamshirog on land 

which had provioualy bobif oitbd* bý the Earl of Norcantloo During 

the yearn of the Co=onwoiL1th# other ironworka were entablinhed at 

Maley and plcasleyp both of them in the thickly voodod zone on the 

borders of Derbychiroand NottihChamr-hiro'03 'In the later decades* 

of the sovontoonth century# tho iron industries of Derbyahlro and 

the Wont Ridine moved reattrarda to ore dopositt which had already 

bbon'w6rhod in the middle aGeno The main Group of furnaces true 

situated on outcrops of TaWtoralcy ironstone runnini; fro= tho, Dank 

and Bretton farnacon in tho north to the roxbrooko, and Stavoley 

4 furnaces in the couth4, 

The accounts and correspondence of Goorgo Sitroll of Ronichaw 

provide a picture of the iron trade in the yearn after the Doctor- 

ation# and furthor ovidenco of tho importahcb of tho Dautry-Stock- 

vrith-Bull-London co=ercial axing In company vith =any equiron in 

J,, 11"Ildnoont rorsboroughtItn Hintorienl_Armocistionn pnd Purc, 

Attrnctions (1872)o P*75-p 
2* Ilopkincong %cmifieias, V-298. 
. 
3.140&inso-nl 'Chz:, rroal jrcnl. ý p 22, ý- 

4* Schubortg p*182, 
5* Sitwollo p*28. 
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Dorbyr, hiroj Nottinahlonaltiro Und couth Yorkshire# Sitvmll addod to 

his fortune - and repaired breaches =ado in it by the Civil war - 
by iron manufacturoo Froquontlyl =aIl partnerships woro formod'i 

agreements boine =ado for the purchase of vmod or the delivery of 

Iron, o The hJrJnI; or building of a furnaco or f6rao required con- 

cidorablo capital# and ime often arraneod conjointly# the requisite 

tools being divided when the condorii van vound iip* Sitroll worked 

furnaces of hit; orm at North Vingfioldq EcIUnI: ton# Ploaaloý and 

Foubroo%ot and rontod furnaces or forces at Stavoloyp Carburton and 

Cucknoys Situoll produced afid manufactured iron on a large ccalo 

and concumod larl; o 4uantition of timber for charcoal* At the 

furnaces the iron ore was i=alted and cast iron Goods - chimney 

platen# mortars and auGar rollers were made* Work at the furnacos 

and foreoc ran mainly confined to the vinter months# tho ci=or 

boina larcoly taken up in movifil; Iron and iron Coods tovarioun 

destinations along poor roada. Sitwoll was concornod in the manu- 

facture of cast and bar iron# and of a variety of iron Modc#Includ- 

-ing sawat chimnoy bachat nucar-cano rollers, nuear atovont potv$ 

mortars$ pans$ flat ironap iron plateng browern, aquarcup nailat 

Guns and anzunitiont 

136causo it vmv difficult to carry iron and iron goods by land 

in vrintor - even at double charge - carriago to Dartry vac undortWcon 
in nummort The groator part of the iron and iron pods producod at 
Sitroll'a turnacou and torsos were forvardad to London by rater via 
Dautryt'Stockwith and Bull, %bon 10 tons of iron pots woro carried 
by land to Dautry, the coct of cvLrriago amoanted to CI ý. nq The 
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ahipping agent or rharfinsor at Bawtryp Jerome Phillipe conciened 

the Goods to Tonsong an acent at Ilulls and were thou chippod to 

Porter's QW in London havina boon consigno4 to nalph r-rancoya - 

a cousin of Sitwoll's - at the 17hito Hart in rriday Street* Other 

whartingorn and chipporn n=od in the corrospondonco for the yoars 

1660-1667 include Matthew Lambo and nobort Stoolep both of Dawtr7e 

It vac usual for Gooda to be trannhippod at Stockwith. Tho parcolu. 

of bar iron cont to London wora 6fton largo# for oxamples in 

Soptonbor 1662# a total of lp 529 iron barn vmro cont by water, Slit 

iron fro= his mill at Ronichaw wav sent via Davtry to Gainaborough 

and Eckingtong whoro anothor mombor of tho familyp Francia Sitroll 

was concornod in tho production of nailso Smaller articlou, for 

examplo carat were cont by wagon an far an London* Paymant van 

imado by billa of exchangoo and cometimon in ltlzdv For o. -amplot 

tho eavas cuj; ar ctoveap rollors and naila which woro cont to Bmtacbs 

wore cometiros paid for in suear or cotton viool* 

Ac vmll as being cold in London,, largo quantition of iron woro 

sold in tho countryo Bar iron van cant to Shaffiald and Bocton,, 

and was dolivered at Vottingh= - BridCo and at Dorby for trancport- 

ation elcowhore. For ex=plop in March 1663, John Finch of Dudley 

in Worceatorchiro bought 10 tons of alit iron from Sitrolls which 

was to be doliverod at Nottingham Bridge by Ion; voight at Elk 8S. 
- 

per ton. Tro yearn lator he bought 80 tona of alit iron at C14*10le 

per ton* Dealings in caw iron wore carried on mainly with Lionel 

Copley* to whom reference has already been made* 
I on one occasion 

le Supraq pol37, 
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Sitwell a5rood to supply Copley with 850 tono of cav, iron# valuod 

at C415.53 

The Zitwoll corr6opondenco also providou nome Indication of 
tri). ding prospecto in the youra aftor tho Postorations Botwoon 1662- 

66p iron vricqo were falXing from ovor'compatitiono and there wore 

I nanY complainto about the bad ctate of trade, The iro=astorn * 

att6mptod to entablich a-form of combination, tho purooso of which 

cooms to have boon to divide tho market bot*oon thom andlto provont 

underc4Uinsg itithough thic lastod only a. chort timep and was fiover 

completoly effectivo* 

The late 6ovontoonth contury witimsed tho influx of ironmastorn 

from tho Vout Midlands into tho tiottinehitmo-Iiire-Dorbyehire-odath 

Yorkshiro resione For example$ in tho early 16701c Humphrey Jonnons 

a Hidlands ironmaster fro6 Erdington Hall near Birmingham put alnow 

furnace into blast at girkby, 2 A Uttlie latorp in 1678# Dennis 

Hayford of Millington took over Lionol Coploy's'ironvorke at Chapel- 

town furnaco*3 in 1695, John ribooldr of Woolauton Hallp Worcester- 

chiro undortoolk to bu: Ud a now rorgo, two finorieu and a chaferyat 
Carburton on'the site of that previously erected by Goorgo zitven 

in 1654., 'ý The Crowley Ironworks noar Gatechoad coom to havemado 
I* SitwOlls PP*29-30-ThO Earl Of ushire invistea Fn_ MwelVe 

advicep and nourht a partnership rith him in bin Vottou copper 
mine * 

20 Hopkinsong #Charcoal Iron# rp. 12kln 1693v Barlow furnace north vost 
of Chesterfield was leanod by , the proprietor# Johngl,: arl of Clzro 
to John Jormona of Frdington Hall for 11 yearz, 11*A*O* DDP 43/76o 

3* Sitwolls ps 29. 
4., ' IlopItincoulotCharcoal Ironk$ p012ý9 
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regular purchasou of bar iron from thoýCarburton forgo* 
'ror 

o. =plos 

in 3.696 a, parcol of 40 tons vaf3 doliverod to Stockwith to bo ahippod 

to tho'north-caut. 1 

*"a" 0""ø S .. ".. .. 

To what extent the Bautry-Stockwith-Hull vmtorlazio =. a ucod by 

lfall=shiro cutlery Intoroato io difficult t6 datern. 1noo Cortainly 

come iron ms being imported alona that rout6 in the later covon- 

toonth conturyv =d in cufficiont quantition to vLrouca dicputos with 

local ironma6terv and tannerog who, vero anzioun that *import dution 

should be placed on iron imported from Spain or Svmdon. 2 

Tho tovm of Shatriold cmd ito eavirone O=d their importance to 

induntry rathor than to comnorcop the domoctic workahops manufactur- 

ine a vido varioty ofproducta -ý filool knivou for butchorn and shoo- 

makers; ponp spring and pruning knives; horco choarr.; scictiorn for 

barbers and tailaral tryinS ýanu; planoce chiu6lr3,, awl bladon and 

punchoo for joinaral table cutlory of every typo and razorn which 
H. W. klinno mon of -Iron 

(Edinburgh; 19921, p. 10! ý. Tho Cro"My iron- 

works producod r. -xinly miocellanooua iron and ctool, varoo - nailop 
anchorn, chains$ lockno and edgo-toolo -. and employed soveral 
hundrod uvrkmea-p In 16959, Ambrose Crowley III bousht In con- 
aidorablo parcoll' of bar iron at Stockwith for dolivery to Now- 

castle,, 
2* Tanners tended to oppow the import of iron becauco thoy, uced oak 

bark which van a by-product of the production of charcoal for the 
ironrorkaq, In the late covontoonth centuryo leather worl-1.0ro In 
Sheffield wore only loco numoroun than total# cloth and aericult- 
ural, varkors* L*A,, Clar1, -conj1Tho Leather Crafto in Tudor and Stuart 
Dnaland's ja*11iat*R___*3XjV (1966)s 25-39* 
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were ornamontod in every concotvablo fachionel 
, 
In tho sovontoonth 

century# Sheffield did not have an almont complete monopoly in the 

manufacture of knives thich It ran subaoquently to onjoy# Salisbury# 

Woodstock and Godtnamin,, P, boinj.; rivaln*2 

In tho early decades of tho covontoonth contur7# the cutlorn had 

had to rely largoly on visits by travelling chapmon who arrangod for 

the distribution of Goods through the pack-horno mode of conve7ancoo 

Soma or the more prosperous cutlern accumulated a oupply of tinibhod 

goods and carried then to tho numoroun country fairs for disporal.,, 3 

The merchant# that in a porsoft almost wholly unconnoctod Vith the 

manufacture of the article in which ho doaln, and concbrnod only with 

ita-dintribution, ras still uxlmown among the reciftnto of Sheffield* 

Tho wholesale trade davolopod through the age=y of a class of 

regular traders or 'factors' who acted an intermediaries between the' 

craftmen of 11allamehiro on the one hand and the merchant houzoo of 

London on the othor* The factors roproc6nted a ndw morchant-capita- 

list functiong cometimen holding small stocks of pods for diCP013alip 

and acmotimec furniching workers with whealop mithiou and forgo 
I 

toolce The motropolia ran the principal mart for the finer apocies 

of cutlcr7# it boinG the function of the factorn to receive the 

coods of tho potty ranufacturem and to forward them to the London 
Hopitineong'Ma'Ir"coal Iron$, p*122, 

2* Ifunterg on, 
- 
Cit 

Lr165ý 01 3s Lloyd,, P*327* oyd conniderod that in the covontoonth century 
the cutlery trade ran confined$ inconciderablo and procarioun on 
account of the cmallnons or, tho marketo on rhich the rorkers 
depended# 
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morchants for distribution and 

boon op6nod with houses on the 

chiefly by London morchantito, 

By the late seventeenth ce: 

like the mombors of the Hollis 

export No dorreopondoncion had yet 

continenty and exports woro mado 

atury i n=ber of entorprising zen - 

femily - having beon'trained in work- 

r, hopj3 in llall=rhirog had migrated to London and had ostablichod 

thomsolves as wholosale cutlors or hardware merchants* Some Itept 

spocial buyors In Shefrieldp while others availed themselves of the 

vervicau of men alroady trading in Hallamshiro an makora or factoraeý 

For oxanplop*Field Sylvostor represented Thomas HOllin in Sheffield#. 

and waal on occasion$ sout on foreign journoya to Franco and the 

Low Countriose ror his services in Sheffield$ Sylvester received 

Z20 a yoar*2 

The latter decados of the seventeenth contury were marked by 

bitter disputes bbtvoon the cutloral the factors and the wholesale 

merchants of London* As early as 1662v there were serious complaints 

that the free mastor cutlors were being reduced to a condition of 

dependence on the factors from whom the. 7 obtained a grovina proportion 

of their raw materials and through whom they disposed many of their 

3 finished goods* The London merchants rocented any attempts to 

1. jaýy --- Stephon#1"Tho Shores of Sheffield and the Offloys of 
Norton Hall## Transactions of Hunter Archaeological SocietygV 
(1943) v p*. 1 

20 Leader# It P*153* 

3* Lloyd, P-327, 
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circulate Sheftield waren except through their houcoso They claimed 

a sort of monopoly in the London and foreien trado and remonstrated 

against the factors at Sheffield on the ovils of dealing with other 

persons, The diversity of interest tended to Grow for many of the 

Sheffield manufacturers and factors wore eager to trade independently 

and to act as merchants in their own right. The correspondence 

between Thomas Hollis and Sir John Reresby provides an insight into 

the conflict between the merchants and factors# which van to continue 

well into the eighteenth centuryol 
Reresby MSS* 22/21* It seems that in 1679# Hollis sought an agree- 
ment with the Company of Cutlerag havina observed at Sheffields- 
thow'many of theire pooro artificers were abused by many Chapmen 
that brouGhto all cortes of comodities amongst thomg and trucked 
with them at unreasonable prices, and the artificers gave them 
a6aino as bad wareap so that our trade at London was much harmodo 
by thoire selling them vZaino cheaper than woo could. # 
Howavert far from reaching an agreomont# Hollis complained that 
the Sheffield c4lere hadt- 
$without advising of us .. o combined together a thine they mis- 
calling a publick, good, so an to hinder us from trading at all 
with all the sizer cmitha and box makers and denyed us Londoners 
any of thone goods for our ready moneyas except woo would comply 
with them, and give them 12d in the Croce of cizorn more than the 
petty Chapmon whatsoever and co kept us without any Goods for 

. one whole yearoo -And coat their AGonta to London and tooke a 
chop in the midst of usg and gave forth printed bi3-ls# to all pety 
shops and Merchants to ruin us utterly. ' 

. 
To counter thiop, the London wholesale merchants contemplated the 
setting up of workshops at Che6terfield to make scissors and 
boxes, Hollis to Peroebys Docomber 1682o 
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Metal goodn from south Yorkshire or north Derbyshire woro shipped 

at Hull for London and were probably forwarded, via the Dawtry-Stock- 

with water route. 
' It soemo not unl: Utelyp howoverg that the mallor 

gooda made in the Sheffield dictrict would be forwarded to London 

by land carriago. 

.U SS ö 00*00*0 c> 00 ab 0 

After the Rectorations conciderablo quantition of hardwood wero 

forwarded from Sherwood Forest to Deptford for'tho use of the Havy, 

The extant accounts and corrospoAdenco of this trade reveal the 

difficulties of land and water communication within the Humbor-Tront 

region in developing large scale dealings in a bulky co=odity for 

which there rare no regular carriers* Tho disparity in draught 

between coanting Vessels$ Ilumbor Iteole. or lightorn on the ono hands, 

and tho smaller ketchos ucod on, tho tributaries of the Ouce and Trent 

on the other creatod noriouc difficultica for tho HaV Comminsionorap 

hoping for the rapid dispatch of timber to the Medway shipyards, ý. I 
In 1663P tho navy Commicsionera arrangod for tho purchaco of 

ltOOO trees from Sherwood Forest* By 9 Juno, one of the Navy pur- 

veyorpt vas able to advico the Commissioners that 350 troon had been 

folled#2 The carriage of this timber from the Forest to Bavtry 

created carious difficultieos concornina both tho types of cart and 

1. Willan (1938)#p*8l* 

2o Po-]R*Ow S&P*, 29/74/43* The cont. of folling, squaring, saving and 

vharfai; o amounted to lop 8d per loado 
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the carters to be employed. In the summer of 16631 the purveyor 

complained to the Commissioners of their great noodt-, 

'of a carriage with two pairs of wheels for transporting heavy timberl 

One W of obtaining carto was to obtain varranto from the local 

masiatraton for the requicitioning of vohiclon from local farmors and 

carriores In the following yearap local J., Pala iesued coveral 

warrants to farmers andcarieia; ibile, the purveyor was informed that*. 

'considerablo n=bor of carriagov might bo obtainod from Yorltchird' 

or Dorbyshiro that 3-to within 12 milas of tho Tloods, 02 

The propocal to cocuro carlou and =gone from noighbouring countioc 

appears to have boon tcacon ups for# on 19 April 1665# the purvoyor 

informod tho CommissiOUOrs that hO had obtainod varrants from magis- 

tratos in Dorbychiro und Y' orkshire tor ßOnding In tOn carto a dri in 

Order to carry 400 loadsýOf timber to Bawtry, 3 

Whoroas there were regular carriers for Derbyshire loadl, a major 
97ý51399 Whon one Of the Navy Commissioners$ Peter P*R*O* S*Po- or 

Pett visited Nottinghamshire in May 1663 he had =itod on the 
Marquis of 14orcantlep Sir George Savile and other landowners'about 
the arrangements for the land carriage of timber to Bav; try* Pott 
to Samuel Popyat 18 zvay 1663o 

hP*PeO* 
S*P* 

ý29/73/79* 
20 P*R*O* SoPo 291113133# In September 1664# the purvoyorto agent 

received 'another warrant from the Justices for 150 carriages to 

como in, # However, he still required a largo and strong cart for 
the largest timboro S*P# 29/102/17* The issuing of warrants did 

not alwayip bring an immodiate response* In October 1664s comPldntG 
were =ade that tConotablen cannot malto the rauggich carters come 
in ., Justices have promised to grant strict warrants for the 

conveyance of 400 loads of timbort P. R. 0,5, P* 29/103/67* 
3* P*R-O, S, P, 29/118/86* 

146 



difficulty in the carriaga of timbor vae the asonco of, such special- 

into The Coýý6aioiora vero apprisod that no ono mado It hia busi- 

ness: - 
'only to carryg But thic Country uso thero Toomon about husbandry 

and fetching Iýymo and Coien which thej Conclude more bonofitt raynod 

with Lasso hazard of there Cattle and porSonoe 

The purveyor and his aGento found it particularly difficult to find 

carriers'during th6 busy voýsons of the farming calendar. on 12 

March 1664P tho Commiccionorn were advýced that it was proving 

difficult to convey timbor to Bartry bocauno the carters wore busy 

wiing. 
2 A month later# cood time vma'ovor but ready money ran 

needed to employ the carriers: - 

#for if the cartera woro discharged for want of taoney untill they go 

for Coles they will not Como chearfully againo. t3 

Similar difficultion arose at harvont timo, 4 
1. POR4000 S&P* 2911021170 
2, P*R*Oo S*P* 291113133* In February 1665# Sir William Coventry one 

of the Navy Commissioners was informod that tho cartors in 
Shorwood Foroat wero worIzing slorly: - 'by reason of alippy6ss 
occasioned by the frosty wealho , i, "Whodtho frost I: o Sono they will 
be ve I ry backward becauso the frost has hinderod plowing and 
provision for-ooed time. ', P. R9O* G. R, 29/94/70* 

3* P&R*Oo toPq, 29/97/9*ý 
4* PoRsOo SP. 29/3.06/4, ' O'n 2 JUv 1664# Thomas Corbin one of the 

purveyorin agonts wrote to the Havy Coinmissionors, boing appre- 
hennive that$ in a. chort time 'the Cartern mill como slowly ing 

nor Harvest approachanot 
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Cartorn unused to tho carriage of large piocon of timbor I 

naturaI2, v cought additional paymont from tho purvoyor and hin aGentuj. 

In Januar. * 1664s one of tho asonto complained that h3 wac unable to 

persuade the carters to carry cithor long piccon of titber or largo 
I 

loads vithout sono additional allowanco* 

Despite tho drawbaclw of employing firregularl. 'carriers, the purveyor 

ran apparently catisfied that - given the right conditions - the 

carters rould work well. In July 1664, tho Commicsionars wore 

requeated t, hats- 

funloes your noceesity boo violentj, j humbly Concoivo a little for. 

bearanco of them (tho carters), or at least an allowance of sono 

Lyborty to follow there, ouno occacione come of them have under- 

taken tho Greato Tymbor which I suspected would nevor havo gono and 

they have Carryed one Iona boam Contayning 1100 toot boinU 1j5 footo 

In Longth and 18 itchon squaro at tho Top End .. . 02 

4 Tho'difficUltioG in conveying timbor to Dawtry promptod tho pur- 

veyor to approach intoronts rogularly concornod in land carriaGo. 

Thomas Listorp lord of tho nanor of Bawtry onployod nany of tho boat- 

non and portorn at tho Inland port, hnd propocod to put tho land 

carriage of timber on a more, reGular footinat. 

1, that. p, -eirticular portora be appointed for that zvrlte as for Load and 

other'Sood. s*13, 
1. P411609 S*PO P-9/91/85* 
2- P-R-0- S-P* 29/100/4* 
3* Poll-0. S*P. 29/121/127. 'ýhonau Liator had izhoritod outaten at 

Ba, fftry and Auctorfield from his fathorp Sir John Linter an opulent 
merchant of Hullý 148 



ThO cost of land carriago from Sherwood Foroat to Davitry amounted to 

120 per load*l 

Tha carriago of timber to Bawtry wao onlýr the firat stvZo in ita 

conveyance to Deptford. Serious problema had still to be surmounted 

before tho. timbor finally arrived at the Navy'a rhipyards, An lord 

of the manor and rharf at Bautryl Thomas Lister paid a foe farm rout 

to the Crowns and it van customary for him to receive 3. ft per ton for 

all goods sent by water- to Stockwith. Lintor soon found that the 

boating of timbor caucod many inconveniences, Some nine contho after 

tolling bogan in Shorwood Forostp Bawtr: r wharf had bacono clogged 

vith timbor# and in Ilarch 1664y it was agrood that tho carters and 

waggonors chould on3, v bring timbor to tho- wharf at tho dircetion of 

Listjcr*2 Partly duo to tho ocarcity of wator in tho, river idle it 

vas proving difficult to sond vossols to Stockwith and to cloar tho 

backlog of timbor from Bawtry wharf, 3 Tho purvoyorta agonta took 

ntops to cond come timber by, land to Stockwith in caco a vascol 
.4 

arrived at the Trent port* 

10 P*RoOo S*P* 29/94/70* The purvoyor had hoped that-the Tiharfingor 

at Bawtry might undertako land carriage. However the Co=ig3si- 

oners wero informed that, -- Phillips $who commando the boats 

at Bawtry rould not undertake land carriaeo from Shorrood Forest 

without allowanco for the extra size of timborof 
2, loc. cit. By his marriage to Barbara Huttons daughter of Matthew 

Hutton of-Marsko near nichmondp Thomas Linter connected himself 

with. ono of the oldest familica in Yorkshire, Thomas Linter died 

at Bawtr7 in 1674, W-Poclco OP-011-s P-Iý* 
3* P*R*09 S*P* 2919719o 

loc-cit. 
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In, spito of remoantrancen from, Licters timber contlnued to pilo 

up at Bawtryý in 14ay 1665s the purveyor described to the Cormitmi- 

oncrs tho conditionc prevailinG at the port, and outlined certain 

proposals from the lord of tho, manor. Lictor =c nnxiouc that 

sufficient room should be loft at the wharf for load, mIllatonon and 

other goods; that ths tinbcr nlrqady there should bo proporly =an5ed; 

and that in future timber should either remain in the Foroat until 

tho wharf ras clear, or laid dornt- , 

'at come convenlant distance from the rharfc., au ic uOual. for Hill- 

stonos and other Co=oditics of that bulke which are not imadiatOlY 

chipped at-ay that coo there may be convenient roozo for load r-r-d 

other Coods which are dayly brought thithor in gToat quantitiou and 

imediat, oly sent to Stockrith, t 

Lister url; cd that timber should be sent to Stocht-ith at the carliOnt 

convenience, uithouý araiting tho arrival of a voccol from Hull cr 

London at the Trent port, cinco on3, v two of the hotchou using the 

Idle vicra suitable for that trade: - 

IthanCh tlloxost of thoboatca aro stopt too for aasictinG in tho 

boating of it to tho great hindrancO of all othor mento bucincea 

haVing noe, particular pornona appointed for that corvico, an for mill- 

stones and all other goods that are boated thereof, 

' Listor, was also concornod at the remittantoo he received from the 

boating of timber to Stockvith, In Januarv. 1667, o a Iong letter from 

2-97rffl/3.27ý1)* Lister naintained that ho had been put 

to conaidorable additional expense from the need to remove timber 

from thq vharf and that he had had to build a nor staith. 
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William, Licter, a brother of the Bavrtry propriotor, wan addressed to 

Samuel Papyn, This sot out that in, the previous two yoarn# Thomas 

Linter had mado the requisite arrangomantn for the carriage by vater 

of 11200 tons of timber from Bartry to Stockwith at tho rate of 28.9 

for a boatload_of 10 tons, despite the fact that 40,2, por boat load. 

was the usual charge,, Liator now requested that the rate for boat- 

ing timber should be placed on an oqual footing with other goods 

cent down the river, ldlo, go van. also anxious that somo allowance 

should be made for. cortain incidental expenses, to recoup him for, 

land carriaget for fitting the wharf for timber and for building a 

now ketch* I 

, 
In ronponao to Isictor'n complaints# the RaVy Commissioners direct- 

ed four magistrates to view Bawtry wharf and to oxamino the accounts 

of the wharfinger in order to confirm the customary freight and 

other charges paid on lead, coal and other goods, The J, Psla in 

their report considered thati- 

Urregular and confusod dispersing of hin Ration Tymbor upon the 

Wharf for more than two years in much to Lictorta hindrance, 

and has forced him to build a now staith and boat* and has meant the 

Inconvenience and disturbance of all traders,,, # 

1, P*R*Oo SqP* 2971-89143-M# It neema Gat 40 -foot of timber were 

accounted us 1, ton. Lister wanted 'the came kreights, ladeing and 

other charges an all othor =on usually pay for the same boates for 

millstonos which is 40ý_n por, voyage (bociden bringing them downe 

to tho Wharfe) for which they allwaien allowo ln per pairo, ' 
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The magistrates confirmed that Linter had conveyed timber at cheaper 

rates than those charged for the carriage of millstones and other 

goods* The lord of the manor of Bautry was in a commanding position 

over the river trade of the Idlet- 

Ifittod vith Servantog and Boats proper for this Piver, being. tho 

person generally imployed by all that trade horoI 

Linter had made certain proposals to the magintrates for surmounting 

tho coneection at BvLwtry evharlo lie maintainod that tho boatc 

employed on the Idle - either through negliCence in loadinG or the 

scarcity of water - did not-alwayc carry the came burthen, so that 

any agreeront chould be settled on the bavis of tonnage of timber 

actually carried rather than the number of boatloadas It var; also 

atroaced to the maGintratea that the boating of timber involved lorgor 

time and additional expence than for'load, so that come additional 

allowance should be madeo In their roportt the J*P, 's euggented 

that Lister chould be paid 4, S per ton: - 

#for piling# loading and all the accustomed duar and chargoc at 

Bawtry and for freight to Stockruith,. ' I 

This rate vlas subsequently accepted in a contract made vith Lister 

in January 1667*2 

Further difficultion arovo from the emPlOyment of the Bawtry 

k3elmono In JulY 1664p the Nan Commissioners had been appriaed of 

growing discontent =Ons tho Bawtry vaterman: - 

I* PsR*O* S*P* 29/189/25(3)o 

2s P&RoO*, S#Po, 29/191/4* 
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$on account of non-paymont of keel noney - an anovanco of 18d for 

every ketch unloading -, & masters of voscole ucing the river and 

carrying lead make thic payment, " 

During tho Socond Dutch Var thore soema to havo boon a conflict 

of intoreat betwoon tho manpowor domanda of tho Navy and tho nood 

for raw materials# For example, in February 1665# one of the ravy 

Comminsionera# Sir William Coventry was infornod that tho watermen 

employed on tho Bawtry kotcheat- 
I 

lprotond they daro not stir for fear of prosaing ... if you pleaco 

to cend dovm anything for their securityo I vill carry itl, tO 

Linter who Ja Lord of the rharto at Bawtry and ownar of the vonsolo.? - 

Delays in the carriage o: r timber from Bautry to stockwith ; mptod 

numerous complaints at the insufficiency of the navigation of the 

river idio. 
, 

ror o. xamplo, in July, 3.6679 lack of water in tho Idlo 

prevented the pasnago of timber, load and millatonooo In Ulay 1668t 

Thomas Uster wrote to S=uol Popya of a cause which was shortly to 

be hoard before the Lord Keeper: - 

fol want of water at Bautry, t 

The lcrd of the manor of Bawtry proposed to attend the hearing# and 

urged that the Havy Comniesionarn rould addroca the Lord Keeper on 

the need to improve navication# stronsing, that: - 

$the occacion there is for timber and tha prejudice they suffer by 

1, P. M. S*P* 29/100/4- 

2., PýR-O- S, P- 291113133, It meems that twonty-ono watormen worp 

employod in counoction vith tho two 3. argo katches at Bavtryt 
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not having quick cqnvOYancO whon dociredo' 

Lister wan optimictic that the authorities concornod with concervancY 

would be called upon to take tho, roquicito atopi3t and that the Lord 

Keeper would give: - 

touch directions to the Comaianionera of Govern and participanto of 

the level as rill procure epeoi, ly remody. 1 

Whother or not tho hoped for improvcmonto wore actually offectod in 

not oarJ-Iv discerned. 

Tho convoyanco of timbor from Stockwith to Doptfoiýd alco rcvo3lod 

the problems of contemporary modes of communicationo Men t4a, pqr 

chase of timber in Sherwood Forost had first been arranged, one of 

the ITavy Commissioners had visited the shipping points along the 

lower Trent to dotermino at which port or porto the facilities would 

be moot appropriate* In 11cy 1663# Peter Pott vrroto to Popynt. 
I 

I tooko my Journey to Bawtrea, to Stoalmith and to GainsborouGh 

about, onquiriul; into the. COnVOnionco of Lading and Water carrivZo 
2 

The purveyor cubcoquontly confirmed that the port moot 1: U-. ol. V to 

prove satisfactory for the Ifavy Commiccionera =a Stockwithe Although 

ho had orxminod the possibility of shippinj; timber from either,, 

Carlton or Dwihamg both situated on the Trent and vithin oiGht miles 

of Shdrwood roroGt; tho depth qf wator waa insurficiont* In somo 

su=crcj. thorc vau invufficient, vater for vocnola of over ton tons 

1. PaR. O. B. P. 29/2407? - In May 1998, it wan affirmod that: -'Incon- 
- veniences happon mny tymes att Bawtry for want of ratcrot 

2* Pe'R*O- S*Po 29/73/79*. 
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bttithcn On tho atrotch Of'tho' Trent abovo Gainaboroueh, l Ilaving 

borne the cost of land carriage to Bawtryj and tho delays at tho 

Idle port, it was naturally hoped that timbor might be zent, diroctly 

Trom Stock-mith to Doptford ulthout beine again trannhipped, 

Ravine decided upon tho most apt akippinC points tho problom 

a sufficiont. number iomaiiied of findinjm 'of vemselco Tho, purvo7or 

informed the JýJavy Comziiscionora thati- 

ta voocel, that drars but 9 toot of watorlwhon loaded may como to 

Stockvith to to-Ito in ladingp if they draw 12 foot can only come 3.2 

talles up the Trent to Burton-on Stathor* Vocacla 6f'70 or 80 tona 

would be best to come Up to Stockwith vhich will not draw above 8 or 

toot water. 12 

Whon the purveyor made onquirien at StOckTrIth in Juno 1663, it sooma 

that there was only'ono vessel bel6ngine to the Tront port fit'for 
3 transportinG timbor to Deptford. Týa Navy Co=icsionerv were app-' 

riced of the diffIctiltion in hiring voccela in the Humbor-Ouco-Trent 
4 

region$ and woro urj; cd to cond voosels from London, By early Julys 

como timbor had been cent from Stackwith to Deptford# and contracta 

had boon madc with two RuU chipmactorc to caxTy timber at tho-rate 

of 17, a por load*5 
is- PORI&O* S*P& ? -9/zUAl3* 
20 POR*O* S. P. 29/? -41/218, j 
3, t P#R*O* S? P. 29/75/. 38* 
4* POR*O# SOP# 291? 5189, 
5, P, R#O, S, pf 29/77/20, 
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In 1664s the problom again aroso of finding a auftielont number 

of vessols which could convoy timbor diroctly to Daptford, In November 

the Goldon Star of Sunderland arrived at Btockrithl and was loaded 

with 3#850 foot of timber or 77 loads. ' The hazarda of the coasting 

trade during the Second Dutch War prompted John Paulo, the nantor of 

the Sunderland vossols to sock a noro natinfactory, financial arranso- 

mont. in January 16659 ho uroto to tbo Navy Conraiscionorn roquonting 

spocial conciderationi- 

$for having a long and todioua voyage to Stockwith richou hin voscol 

to bo hired by the month for the carriago of timbor from Shorrood no 

cannot go rithout convoy bocauso of tho Dutch men-of-rraro 12 

If the war added to tho dtxngera of the coast: 

the acquicition of many prizo vescolao For 

tho Navy Commiscionorn were given an account 

in the Thamos which rcre considered suitablo 

from Stocltwith. 3 

ins trades it alco caw 

o=mplop in March 16651 

of coveral prizo vocaolu 

for bringing timber , 

An, alternative, but not a very catiefactory ono to tho uco of 
, 

vesselo on the inland vmtorwvt; p was to float timber. to Hull, whonce 

it might be chipped. The purveyor firnt tried to float timber down 

the river Idle from Bawtry to stockvith but found that many piocen 

sanlt. 
k nevortholoca# thellavy Commiscioners cuggontod whathor floats 

night not bo. conveniont for sending timber dorn to Hullp but vtore 
1. P. R. O. S. P. c'. '! 9110.9131* 
20 POROOO 29/110/46. 
3. PoRoOo Zoýe 29/116/ý69 Report of Robert liagors and jobn Tookor, 

4- PIOR*09 SePs 29/166/899 
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infOrmed by the purveyor that$- 
i 

'wee cannot hold them togother Yrith ropoo, 
" 

in r-obruary 16671 the purveyor reiterated hic opinion that to float 

timberto liull wan impracticablet-, 

#for the eager ic co r;, trong*0'2 

Although a few vescele Contitued to ship tinbor directly from 

Stockrith to Deptfordl it yrac becoming incroaningly apparent that 

this mode of conveyance - in the absence of a sufficient numbor of 

hoys - would moan a lone delay before the titiber roached. the ship- 

yardr,, A moro practical alternative to floating timbor to Hull wari 

to use river vessels to bonvoy it directly from Dartry to Bull*- It 

this could have boon accomplichodl tranchipmont rould have been 

necermary only oncoo There worep however, tro corious disadvantages 

with thin proporml. Firstly, tho two Bawtry ketchos could only carry 

covon loads of tinber oach*3 Socondly, the nature of tho astuarino 

Humbor =ado it hazardous to usw the cmall, voccelc normally employed 

on the upper reaches of the Ouco and Trent or thoir tributarios, ýThe 

purveyor cmphaDisod the danGers of ucing the emall, Bawtry hetchen 

for convoyins timbor, diroctly to Itullt- 

ffor. Ilumbor in but a bad place for an opon Chich to rido in. j4 
1- Moos 5-P- 29719973-7. 
29 P. R#09 S*P, 29/192/27, Shipmantor3 unused to tho Trant may also 

havo found tho cagro a serious hazard* In April 1666p the purveyor 
reported to the Havy C6amiscionors that the Ad,, -). n P. r. va aftor takins 
in liar lading of timbor' lia oversot about ton nilos belou Stock- 

Witho"PeRed. S*P, 29A53/54* 

3ý P*ROo S*P. 29/166/89. 
4. P*R. 0, S-P-29/194/20. 
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By Harch, 1667# Thomas Liator pf Dawtry had boon, perauaded to uno his 
VI 

two kotches, for trial VOY*900 from StOckw, ith to "u"s at the rate of 

1ý1! per tons or p-3 per cent above that charged for lead* I There had 

not beou sufficiont water at Baw. try to load the kotchou fullys and 

it had been nocoasarv to fit waste boards to the vessols as thero 

wan only 10 or 12 inches froe-board# which would have boon too rialcy 

in the Humber*2 

., o of vessels capable of carrying timber either from The, shortag, 

Bawtry or Stockwith to Hull# prompted the Navy Cormicsioners and the 

purveyor to consider the possibilities of building Itotches or lightem 

specially designed for that purposoo It a hotch vias to be built to 

carry, directly from Bawtry to Itulli it would have to be laid doVM to 

certainýapecifications detorminod lareely by conditions on the river 

Idlet- 

$must be no biggor than the 10 or 12 ton ketchoo using tho Idle and 

not to draw abova 2 foot and 9 inches water - can bo built no bigger 

for to go under the Bridges and through tho floodgates and tho. water 

V()ry low in summerq. 13 
The purveyor advisod the Navy Co=issioaers that It'vould bo more 

practical to build. a lighter to convoy timbor only botreon Stackwith 

1, P, R. Q. . 5-ko 29M472-Oo In February 1667, the purveyor had informed' 

the Ijavy, Commiazionern that the charge for the carrIage of timber 

from Stockwith to Hull vould be 3, a par ton, beine the rate paid 
by the load morchants, I 
loc. cit. The purveyor Considerod, that it T; ould have been safer to 

sond, timber, to, Uull in vensela vhich womld carry . 
50 or 60 loada 

I oaqh,, 
3p P#R*Qo BP. 29/19Z/ln, 
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and Hull. Thin might bo built at Stockwith at 40g a ton to carry 

20 tons or more. 
' whon inquiries wero =ado at Hu. 1.1 it wan found that 

there were no vescels there fit to bring timbor from Stochwithv but a 

chipvright at the Humber port had offered to build a kotch or liehtor 

at 50n por tone 2 

By the summer of 1667P timber wan being sent to Deptford in three 

differont ways, occavioned largoly by the'naturo of tho Humbar-Ouco- 

Trent waterway syntem. A for hoya continued to talto their ladina at 

Stockyrith directly for'Deptford; 3 the Bayrtry kotches woro boing uced 

to carry tinbor to Bull, whence it rao chipped; while at loact ono 

now hatch had boon built to carry timber betroon Stock. T. Ith and Ijull, 
4 

The main disadvantage of the latter modo of convoyanco aroce from 

the necessity of transUpping the timber tvicog n=, oly at Stoaltrith 

and at Hull, The, Navy Co=icsioners were advicod that: - 

$at Hull timber must be laid on Drypool sido against the caotio 

1-11 1 cost laying ashore there 12d per load and 2d ground rentj#5 

1, P, B, O. S, F- P-97194725- W1111am Dratton had promicod the purveyor 
that he could build a ketch at StockWith in Gir. voohn at 4q. 0, pcr 
ton for the hull and all matorialc found oxcopt boltv for the 

knees and iron work for the rudder., 

20 P*R*O* S, P, 2911921111* -- Blayden of Hull had offered to build 

a. hotch at . 50. a per ton, 
3. p. r,, o. s. P. p-9/201/ý5. in may 1667s tho purveyor rocordod that he 

Lad seen tho Black DoG loaded with 39 loads and tho Adcm & 

vith 36 loads of timber from Stockrith to Doptfordo 

loc, cit. 
r, pt PR. O. S.?. P-9/2-09/132# 
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r, *; on vhoz% timber had boen convoyod to Hullo thoro va. -o furthor 

dolays befora it vma cldpped to London* BY rtielcw=, or 1667l it van- 

roportod to tho I; avy Co=ianioncra that thoro rac.. to more room to 

Iny timber at Inall, % Almost throo ycarv noro vore to olapco boforo 

tho parcola of timber purchaced by the Havy, had been convoyod to 

Doptford. ' in July 1670# the purvoyor infarmod the Commincioncra 

thati- 

$not any wro timber In loft in tlic =odnps' 

To vbnt oxtent tho Davitry-Stochrith wc: ic ran uced for the tranc- 

por'st. ing of timbor in tho last docadoo of the voventoonth cantury 

mutt rom-Wi lareelv a mattor of conjacturc# altijough it in cloar that 

it, r,, = not only tho 11avy Cor-miusionarn tho wore tialdnj: purchaEou in 

Shorwood Forozt*2 Tho mll-woodod estatoo of nouth Torkshiro and 

? 1ottins1r; nr. ', dre mro cortixinly vourcon of supply for the local iron 

lhductr. yjp and thoro 1z =, plo evidonco that conaidorablo quantition- 

of tinber vero baing shippod fron tho rosion in tho oarly docadon of 

týo oirhtocnth couttury*3 
is 

SoPt 2912841151to 
0" 

20 Z*P, In I: V 1665, tho purvo7or ropartod to t1w 

1TjLvy torxiscionorn that Lord Uyran had told a larp poxcol. of 

timber Trm Nnral-. oad Woodn to -- Johnson vxA - navhaz of 

ra, -, cj, cT., -oUl, v. -hich ran to bo r*nt via Ounthorpn rnd Stocl-. Tdth, 

Infrnp po If. 911-. 
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Leadp iron, metal goods and timber conatituted the principal 

items of trade along the Davitry-S, tockwith axis$ extant recorda, vur- 

viving for dealings in those commodities* Unfortunately# evidence 

of trade in nillstonec# planter and coal in acantya Thomas Unter 

seems to have had Dome dealings In millntonong ando during the 1660'a 

the Navy Commiccionorn wore advinod that purchases might be made at 

tho Idle port, When the purveyor made inquiries among the millstone 

dealers# he van apprised thatt- 

Itho greaten prices that 'Was given for millstones ran . 
3% 41 per 

boat load and that was for 20 and 21 hand milletonas which in more 

troublesome than the largau picces of timber the gXale mill. 

StOnOc is carried for 26. a per boat load, J 

there van no lead for chipment at StockTrithp ballact for the 

coasting, voscoln cometimea took the form of plaster, In the early 

eighteenth century it ran noted that: - 

ttho ahips that load from Stockwýth and Gainsbro three'milon above 

take in no Ballast (asyyou observe) but Lead and for want of it 

(which is seldon. ) tako in Plaistor, There in a Custom at Stockwith 

that the Vaiarfingor have 12d per Tun for shipingo f2 
1, - P, R, 09 S*P* 29/121/127,1 In a lawsuit over the payment of tol at 

Blythe, Goorge, Barnsley of Bralthwell doposod that in one summor 
he had several times brought ZO pair of millstones from Draithwell 

to Bawtry, Ann Bradloy of Dawtry testified thA before the Civil 

Mr her husband was employed in receiving millstonon and coal at 
Bav, rtry, P. R. O. E, 134/28 Chaa-II/10-1*19* 

Leeds HSSo(Box 36 uncorted)o 
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(XV) TIO; TRADE AIID ITIDUSSMY OF GAINSBOROUGH 

The other major inland port on, tho lower Trent van Ga, inaborough, 

which had developed more rapidly after tho varping up of the Foockke 

and the decay of Lincoln in the later middle agen. By the sixteenth 

contury# Gainaborough was a port of entry for London goods, During 

the seventeenth and oighteenth centurios it developed as anJmr . L=tant 
transhipment port at which the products of the rising industrion of 

tho Midlands met incoming rar materials from the Baltic countries 

and other parts of the British (Ealost Its situation at the junction 

of an agricultural and an industrial area Meant that Gainaborough 

developed as a contre from Which London wares and local produce were 

distributed trithin the rogion or wore, shipped to London or ovorsean, 

It is difficult to be precise as to the number of vessels belong- 

ing to the Trent port in the later seventeenth century, in 1682s 

when the Inhabitants of Gainaborough. - discatinfied with the Cuctome 

and shipping faci1ities at Hull where all Vassels had to be cleared 

petitioned for a legal quays it was'affirmed thrxt*, ý 

'To Towno of Gainaborough belong about Thirty salo of Shippina from 

Thirty to Eighty Tuna Burthen and doe constantly use the Coact trade 

from thence to London with Lead and Come, and many tinos returne 

Beckwith,, P-3o In 1604# the Lord of tho, manor of Gainaborough 
Sir William Hicl=an agreod with variour, citizonn of London to 
provide convenient shops and atandinge for Londonorat to prepare 
places for the storage of wareo and to arrange for the carriage of 
them from the waterside, It 'ran not until 1840-that Gainsborough 
obtained recognition an a separato port authority# 
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with Grocery and for many yoares pact have onoly callod att hull and 

there given in security and tako Coquoto for their goodsO 
I 

The majority of those vessels vrore probably locally built and ownodp 

parte of them being divided among several tradorog wharfingers or 

shipwrielits. 2 

In addition to lead and corng timber and chonco were nice exported 

from Gainsborough in sea going vessels. Apart from Crocorioa and 

luxury goods from Londonj the commodities imported to Gainnborough 

came from several east coaot portap notably coal from Nowoantlov Ely 

tiles from Kingto Lynnp and fuller'n"earth from nocheater03 

1. Aswaby HSS, ASW 2/66/7. 

2. Beckwiths P-7. In 16749 an inhabitant of West Buttorvick on the 

opposite side of the river Tront was said to have -k of a vessel 
callod Advice valued at Z28# and one-aixteonth 'of a vonsol that 
'William Barker is now master off valuod at C12. Dobert Noyser of 
Gainaborough had C118 invested in vessole when ho died in 1678- 

3. Villan (1938)t p*: L27. ln 1694p the Admiralty were requested by tho 
Lord Hayor of London to grant protections for four Gainaborough 

vessels - the &arah, Vict6EZ9 Virgin and Resolution 'which have 

already brought a, consideralblo quantity of corn to tho cilty, and 
are ready to return to fetch more** 9 January 1694 Sirý John 
Trenchard to the Lords of the Admiralty requiring protections (on 
the application of the Lord Mayor), 
In 161j0p, the millers and fullers of Nottinghamahire were allowed 
to import forty chaldrons of wet fuller's earth from Rochester 
and Gainaborough, Fuller's earth was an important item in the 

cargoon of shipa going up-river to Gainsborough at the beginning 

of tho eighteenth century, Beckwith, P97, 
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By the late seventeenth century# s6dondary industriva had also 

begun to develop at Gainoboroughg particularly the crushing of rape- 

need and linseed$ using indiEonount not imported need. William 

Goodyear had a mill for crushing rapecued in 1657# when ho was 

required to'repair the roadway leading to it, ' The pariah registers 

also include the names of at least one coap-boilor, 
2 Gaineborough 

was also a noted market for hopug althbugh whothor thoso wore brought 

'by land carriage from the hop-growing area of Nottinshamahire or 

were imported in coastinG veesoln in not eacily detormined. In the 

seventeenth century$ largo quantitioaýof barley were Crown in the 

county of Nottinghamg which had malt and ale-broving industries of 

oxtra-resional-iiaportance. This# and tho distance to the nearest 

hop fair - Stourbridge in Cambridgenhire may have encouraged an 

attempt to provide local Dupplien. 
3 

(Xvi) THE PORTS OF THE UPPER TRENT 

The Trent WaM navigabýO for smallor, venvels above Gainaboroughp 
1, H, WýBracej A Historl of Seed Crashing in Great Britain (1960)9p. 109. 

2, J*Garnhillg A MonorrA]2h on ainsboro gh Parish Rep GU inters, (1890), P. 51. 
John Gilby of Gainaborought coap-boilor died 1664. 

3. in the eighteenth centurys the hop-growing area of Nottinghamshire 

stretched from Retford to Southwell, a total of almost ItOOO acres 
being cultivated* D#C*D* Pocock##Some Formor Hop-growing Centrost, 

AC. Hist. Rev. XIII (1965)t 20, In October 1701, W--- Nicols of 
Retford advised the steward of Temple Vewsamt- 'as to the prive 
of Hopps you may-havo from 4P-n to 47. a per Hundred if you will have 

the very boGt I know, the London market as well an the Gains- 

borough and you cannot buy them cheaper in either placo*"Tomple. 
Newsam MSS& TN, Corr. 9/129, 
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and $flashes' of water were used to float boats o-ýcr' the sballqwc. 

Goods imported to Gaineborough were transhipped into cmaller vessels. 

for Lincoln, Jjov. mrkj Nottingham and Wilne Ferry 'which then returned 

vith goode for export or for dipt#bution to otherinland porta 

within the I-lumbor-Oune-Trent ratorray oystem. 

Rewark, benefited from its position on the Great North Poadj and 

from the navigation Of the Trent, over which it was the lowest 

bridring point: - 

'a very handDo-,. o town'p well situated, and of great trades#' 

Apart from a weekly markett, there were four fairs annually noted for 

agricultilral productal- 

scorn in plenty in the district aiýd running Trade vith the nurroundlig 

districts. ' 2 

By the late coventeenth century, Hottingh= and its, envIrons had 

developed extenaive trading connectIlono and a variety of inductrietie 

A witness in a lawsuit between the lord of the manor of Gainaboroush 

and-a. London merchant deacribed the river trade between the lower 

Trent, p, ort and Nottinghan in the middle decades-of the century, the' 

deponent having been employed: - 

to carry up to Nottingham in small roats firrs deals vino 

r, rosseries Pitch tarr flax iron salt fish cally cando and coverall 

other corta of goods', some thereof ýava been purcheased out of' 

Vessels brought up the mid River to Gainsburgh andzothors theroof 

1. Do la PrMf, P-ý4 
2,, Franck's Descril! tion of Nottinahnnnhire in the Seventeenth Contury 

Tranoactions of, Thoroton Society , XI (1907)op. 122* 
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have'been unloaded out of nuch VeEcela into lecsor boatc and ss9 

vras allso imployed in bringine back from Vottinghxv to Gainsburgh 

Chocce Lead Nailec and coverall other corts of Goodc. ' 1 

After the Civil Var, inductrial ezpancion was ronumed in the 

Trent vr;, Iloy* The demand for coal increased steadily, the Trent 
, 

valley norr beina served from pits in Strelloy and BilborouGhl which 

woro coon to come into the handc, of a nor, dynasty of coal-ovmors - 

nprung from the yeomanry - who wore later to occupy a loading position 

in the Nottingham coalfield as the Barbarp Walker Company. 2 The 

chief method of transporting Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire coal ran 

down tho rivers one tentative estimate of the market in the Trent 

valley cuesonting a rise from come 50#000 tons a your in 1600, to 

over 100,000 tons a year at the end of the savonteonth contury. 
3 

Post of the river borne coal was consumed in the torna and villages 

of the Vale of-Belvoir and of the Trent valley, although come coal 
4 

probably reached Lincoln by way of the Fosadyko, The coalfielde of 

the Ifidlands were unable to compoto with thooo of the North-Fact in 

the London marIket, althought by tho end of the seventeenth conturyp 

sea borne coal from Newcastle and Sunderland wan fooling the offecto 

of competition in the river markets of the Humbor-ouce-Trent region. 
I* BeckTritho P-70 
20 Edwards# P*237* The old coal wharf for Nottingham was situated at 

the junction of Broxtowo lano and Stralloy road* At one time a 

narrow pack-horse road paved with slabs of local atone led from 

Trent . Bridges Nottingham across Lnmman fioldo to ADpley, Strolleyl 

Cossall and on into Derbyshire. 

3. Woods po 12. 
4. Chamberop p. 10, 

. 
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Coal was ona of the mout itport4nt items sent dorn the Trent to 

GainaborouGhl the cost of carriage from Nottingham atountins to 3.2 

per ton. ' Trent valley coal was alco carried by land to Leicester 

and Northampton$ barley boine brought back in oxchanco*2 

By the late seventeenth century, Nottingham was renownad, for good 

ales and. increacing quantitica of malt were being sent by land carri- 

age to other parts of Vottinghamchiroland tP neighbouring counties. 

By the-1690's Nottingham ale was on, eale widely in Landono. 3 The 

, indgetry developing most rapidly in Nottingham and its environs Was 

undoubtedly that of otocking frame knitting, Celia Monnes recorded 

that: - 

Ithq'zanufacturo of the town mostl Y. Consists in the weaving of 

StocItingsl which is a very ingenious 'zirt. *'4 

. Cheap labour was al, mOst certainly one of the attractions wbich draw 

, 
capital from Lond, on and-helped to ostabýich framework knitting in 

the Nidlands at thit time,. takine root most firmly in the villages 

to the 'west of Nottinghamq'ý Other industrid .a includ6d brick-making 

at mapporley# jj-, ilo glass - and crucibles for Clannna-Iterc - Vero 

,., made from Derbyshire clay. , Not all local industries wero flourish- 

''ing: by 1670jýthe lat ton and brasc works in Nottitigham had almost 
6 

c6aced to exist; while the late seventeenth century saw a sensible 
1,, Beckwith# P97, 
2, Chamberaq p*10*, 
3, Plumboýp. 6 
4* Celia Fiennes, P-73. 
3,. Chembelrs, P*4* 
6. H, 11aniltont'The EnPtlinh Bram and C6ppo'r Industriez to. 1800 (1926)p 

p. 62* 
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decline in the numborn of leather craftsmen working in the torn, ' 

In the late noventeonth century tho river Tront van navigable 

above Nottingham to Wilne Ferry, in the parish of Shardlowe The 

head of navigation handled pottery from the growing Staffordshiro 

industry, iron from. Staffordshire and Sbropshiro, and choose from 

Chechiree Having been brought to Wilne Ferry by land carriage, 

goodc vere chippod down the Trent to GainsborouGho whonce they wore 

tran. -hipped for Rull and London., 2 In returnt London groccrion, 

plastert and flint stone from Gravecand for the manufacture of 
3 

earthenware$ wore imported* DurinG the reign of Charlen 11, the 

wharf at Vilne Ferry came into the possescion of Leonard Fosbrookeo 

a carrier on the river Trent rho oubcoquently built , Iw'hardlou Hall. 

T. rharfage, toll was paid to the lord of the manor, the Coko family of 

Melbourne near Derby. 
4 

. 
1* Clarknonj 22*211-9 P- 35. Tanning was a considerabl; industry at 

Nottinghan in the seventeenth century* Thero were 47 tannorn by 
the river Leen in 16671 but only 21 in 1707. 

2, By the end of the seventeenth centoury there existed a roll dovel- 

oped trade in cheecot and some of the larger markets were becoming 

specialiced in its sale# as at Uttoxeter which received choose 
from tho Wont Ridland counticap whence large quantities wore sent 
to the Trent for shipment* At the same time a group of large 
buyers had come into existence known an the London Choosemongers- 

who installed warehouses in various parts of the country. V*Chokop 
The Storv of Choooo-MakinF,,, in Britain (1959), p. 160. 

ýe Wood# pe 12. 
4. Derbyshire Life and CountrZoide, May 1966, P, 63'* The Fosbrooke 

family came from Uorthamptonchirej but remotely from Stafford, shireo 
Leonard Fosbroolte built Shardlow Hall in 1684, D. P. L. Tilley 
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(zVii)'ATTEMPTS TO IMPROVE THE UPPER TRENT AND DERBYSHIRE DERWENT 

Between the Reatoration and the Revolution$ attempte to improve 

the navigation of the upýer Trent aud the Dorbyshire Derwent were 

ýursýed more 6onsiatently ind with moro vig6ur than for any other 
t 

viaterway'within the Humber-Ouse-Trent region* The schemes pro'moted' 

in ftrliament were, 'opposodp and rendered abortive by landed and' 

coMMercial intorestag who assumed t"t any improvement would'U 

acc I oni I paniodby wideopread'lloodingg or would'disrupt prevailing 

pýLtterno of trade 

Built where the highland, meets the lowlaudg, and, cited. on the 

route from Chester to Nottingham$ Derby had an easy road into the 

Peak thro ugh the gap. made by the river Derwonto and a good road over 

th+owland to the south, In the middle ageal boats had pavood from 

the Tr, ent up the Detwent to Derby$ but by the late sixteenth century 

the town had lost its character as a manufacturing contra# and its 

distant trade had declined. The nale of wool and cloth out of the 

area had fallen$ and the lead trade of the town was loot to Chester- 

field. ' During the earlier decades of the seventeenth century the 
I 

chief manufacturesof Derby and its environs wore knitted stockings$ '' 

rabbit skin gloves and capa; while from Tickenhall it was recorded 

that: - 

'pots omd panchions were carried all East England through, #2 
I SuDrat p. 12?, 
2: Blomej P-73. 

170 



Aftor tho Restoration# Derby aCain began to devolop brandar 

trading connectionag basod lareoly upon tho increaning production of 

coal and ralt,, and by the ronowed export of load via, Wino rorrye By 

the end of tho neventeonth century# comparativoly largo coal aince 
f 

wore boing worked at Denbvt Smalloy and Roanore laoce Vito corved 

tho town of Dorbyl and come of their output found itc; =7 into 

Loicesterabire md Northemptonshire wharo it ran tradod for arricult- 

ural prodttctn, 
l Derby malt and alo achieved a reputation for high 

quality in thin period, and vran carried in conviderabla quantition 

by land carri"o into Lancachiroo Chochire nnd Staffordehiro. 2 

Ap parontly tho raltntern of Derby had dincarded tho old mothod of 

making malt by reann of straw stubblo in preference for colto and coal 

about the middle of tho coventeenth contury. 
3 *11ow far thin cluxnro 

in manufacturing technique ran responsible for transport iýprovomont 

achemen in a matter of conjocturep but it in cloar that the local 

boor had-a high reputation for oweetnona and that thoro Was a growing 

d3mand for Dorby malt$ which might be met more oacily and moro cheqgy 

if rcgulnr wnter carriaro wan offocted to and from tho tovm* 

To' Fdrards, P*23?. 
2* P*R*oo 5#P9 29/374/24)to In Docomber 17001p Charlon Davenant wrote 

to VwLaz Colms- 'Proy givo ny particular rospacts to avcry hogs- 

hoadiof rnrbychiro Ale In your collar, for 'tic a liquor that 

even excoln rdiat we drink. at the Coat*# Ir, 

441o 
Waltons p. 16. 
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A foýri sm, -aj veosoln tppear to havo nnvigatcd on tho river 

Dor, vmnt in- the yoars after the Ventorationj n1though probably not 

alonr 
I 

... 
tho wholo six mile atrotch batroan Dorby tud tho river TrOnts. 

TUo improvenent of tho Dorvent up to Dorby seemed to prosont few 

technical difficulties and to offer imrcrtnnt donnercinl bouctitut- 

Ithe trade or thit Torm nrd County might bo, much advancod. it tho 

Itiver Derrnnt vms razade navigablo; which rioit onaily bo done$ it 

v, -nntinz but six nilov of the Piver Trento rhich, tould convey lead$ 

zarble# stono and auch'like ponderous co=oditiez; azd Is nomothinS 

of note for ito o=cllent A109 =Ucd Porbychire Alo 

Tho latter docadea or tho coventeenth ccntury wittocned ta spate 

of pamphletc on the aelvantager or improving tho nation's taterrrIve 

For, v-. wm. plc# Francic Rnthew - probably tho zoat important pamphleteer 

on river Inprovement in tho pariod - not out propocalc for the 

rqstozatic joining of riverat soelldnc to facilitate inland commerco 

betwoon tho northorn and ecatorn parts of tho country, Ilathow WUSM 

to promoto a rater lirlp. botroon Great Yarmouth and York) by noans of 

which pit coal could bo brouLrht from Derbyshiro and flottinSharmhiro 

to a coal =Cazine at Boston* In 16620 a Ull was introducod into 

Parliamont which Included provinion for tho passaCe botween Great 

Yarmouth and York, but it never became law. 3 

19 PAO. B 134/22 Chas, 11/Eaoter 29* In. a Inu-cuit of 1671t one 
doponont tostitiod that Wnovor Imew any Boat shod till about 

. soven ov airht yoara since at unyýof the 3rard ondu# but now 
Marrinan(ono of the, Darby traders) tics a boat alt: hin yard ond 

rhich ho had dono for four years 
Blomot P*77. 
Wi2lan (1936), p, 89 172 



Unfortunately, the corporate recordo of tho, boroul; h of ]Darby 

were dontroyod in the early oiChtoonth century# vo that it in diffi- 

cult to Civo exact dotaile of the promotoro of tho Dorront Dillo of 

1664s, 1675 and 16769 Oppononto of the achomo to improvo tho river 

below Derby accribed it tot- 

#o. tow Gentlemen in the Voctorn Porto of Dorbychiro that Got Loads 

and Haultators in Derby (who doaIj; n a Monopoly) do lubo= in the 

name of tho Mayor and Durgoncou of Dorby to cot an Act for the 

Dervent Navii; ationo" 

Xn December 16640 a Bill viao introduced into the Houco of Commono 

Which would have onablod the improvement Of the 1jix mile stretch of 

the river Doment between Derby and the Trent to be offoctod* Thin 

Dill#1for making the River Darmint and other Rivorno in the Countya 

of Derbyq Vottingh=# Warricks Stafford and Loicontor navigable Is 

was in ita committee ataCo, when Parli=ont van proroauod$. and so was 
icounted oUtj*2 

When a now Bill wan promoted in 167.5# the traders of Derby 

circulated printed Pennonn in favour of the propocod navigations3 

The general advantages o: r river improvement procodod the mora do- 

tailed case for the Dorwont scheme thich H#P*#v were urged to con- 

sidoro It van argued thatt- 

'Bills for malting Bivers 11avigable have boon always very much favourod 

by Pallamontal an conducing much to the oaco of tho people$ tho 
I. P*1? *O* Z*Pt 29/374T944* .. 

2o H. 
- 
of Co Journaln, q VI11# 574t 575# 580* 

3o Poltoc). S*P* 29/374/243, rRoacono Humbly offered to the conaidorethn 
of the Parlicaaent for the making HaviCablo the ]River Dorvont -, *. 
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quickoning of Comr-orcog the procorvinG of Poads, that othorwica would 

bo Croatly opoiled by Bulky Co=oditioc# and the locconina the prica 

of Coz. -Oditioa NaviCablo nivorn are not appropriated to the 

placoG adjacont. only# but othor Countries dayly reap tho bonofit by 

them more parcona munt necoccarily be itiployod than boforo, by 

tho addition of Carriago ILJI; h-v; ayo will be harob7 Groatly 

procomcd, for tho futuro and the vast chareo tho Country is now dryly 

put unto in roparationa in groat monsuro proventod. t 

Tho promotorn voro naturally anxiouc to stroca tho dicadvantacon 

under which they laboured, cmd. to point out the bonatite Moly to 

accrue to the trading community of Derby if the Dervont achomo U. "n 

carried out* 'Thus it was maintained that Derby wan naturally 

situated for trade: - 

'but all their Co=odition being forced to be carried by Land# in 

the cauco why no more Gooda are brought unto the Town# nor carried 

out of tho Country, $ 

The advantaps onjoyad by othor areas dcalinS in tho caMO kin4 of 

comzoditios an Dorby - but corved by cheapor meana of tranoport- 

provided voighty areumonto for the Dorwont promoters# although it 

cooms to have been annumod that the improvonant of the river would 

onable them to cocure a larSor share of existing narhota# rather 

than lead to a general expansion of trade* Honbora of Parliroont 

ware urged to consider that If the Bill van paccod it rould rovult 

in an incroasInG quantity of goods boinG exported from tho county 

and town of Derbys- 

'the Co=Lodition this Country affordep require this giver to bo mado 
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11avigablo for their conveyance$ they being of great voiGht and Uco# 

an Load# Irons Coleco and Stone# by roacon. of the voij; htinoan rhoroof# 

and the doarnosp of. tho carriage& other Countries can afford (supply) 

them cheapor then thin placol and therefuro it ing that thoro in no 

more 4t. procont oxportod out of the Countys But it this rtivor woro 

Navigablot their uttoranco would be far Croator. 1 

To allay the apprehension of the riparian proprietors# the pro- 

motors emphasized the moderato nature of their proposalot- 

#thin River needs not to be opened and cloannod above six milon in 

length, no that very few mono Lando will be projudicod# and tho omoro 

of such Lando are alls or moot of then concontinel knowing that they 

shall receive a juat and full satisfaction# and great advantage will 

accrue thereby to the Publick That Comm60aionora may be eppointod 

to decide all differences be twoon the Town and Landowners for what 

shall be given them in satisfaction for ouch Land be** no shall be 

taken from them for the uso of the said Navigation And if they 

cannot agreop then a Jury may be impannollod to ascertain the Value; 

but no Co=tionioner or Jurymant to act in any ease wherein thoy them- 

celvou are concerned*' 
1 

Homborn of the tovn corporation of Derby and local tradoro seem 

to have canvancod support for the Dorront scheme from other towns 

within the Humbor-Ouse-Tront rogione Writing on behalf of the 

corporation of Dorbyj Thomas Gory the co=on clerk informod the Hull 

1. P#r., O* S. P. 29/374/243* Tho promoters may have contemplated the 
improvement of the river above Dorbyp the scope of the Bill boina: - 
'to malto a Navigable Pansaeo #e. from the Trent unto DerbyO and 
an far further an the Magistrates of that Town shall think 
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Bench that a petition was to be presented in parliament for a Bill 

to melto the Denvont naviCables and requesting them to write to the 

null HOPOID to eapouzo the scheme. The corporation of IIuU were 

eiven nor-urancon that the Dorwont navigation would prove bonoticial, 

to the Number port and tot- 

s all thic part of tho kingdom*$' 

On 4 November 1675# one of Bullts H*P*lo informed his constituents 

that the improvement of the Dorwent was unlikely to prejudice their 

tradop. although it mi&ht prove detrimental to the inland port of 

Bawtryj by diverting the trade in load to the couthe The Hull Bench 

voro cautioned that the Dervont scheme might originate from those 

trading and shipping interests which were currently challenging the 

corporationle practice of collecting dutioc on the oxPort of loadj- 

'I only offer thia. caution to you, whother thin docign may not bo by 

the same men undortakong that indoavoured your projudico by law, you 

aro bettor ablo to JudCe vhat may lye under thin than I 
3 Thin ounpicion van unfounded* 

1. Hull Lottorno L*85'14, Letter datod 13 Mobor 167! io Thoman Uory wan 
the ornor. of a boat shod on the river Dorwonto and mny hava had a 
personal interest in improvina the waterway., PoRe0a E 134/22 Chans 
II&antor 29o 

2* Hull Lotters, L*860. Anthony Gilby to the mayor and aldermen of 
null, 

Tho Woolhouso dues wore challoneod metinly by intorcato dopondont 

on the Bawtry-Stochwith-Hull-London axis. Tho Dorwont ocheme wan 

promotad by thoso concorned vith the Derby-Gainaboroueh-liull- 

London axis* guj! rng ppt 74-85* 
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on 6 Novembor# tho Dorvant Bill ras road in tho Houco of Commono 

for tho first timo*l Two days lator the Bill was committed to thirty 

MoNtal together with thoso for the counties of Dorby, Uncolnt YorItj 

Nottingham and Loicoaterp and all thomemborn for the outportne 
2 Whon 

the Bull H, Pto cont a brovinto of the Bill to their conatituontal it 

waa accompanied by an account of tho arguments agaInat tho Dervant 

scheme and a further warning: - 

11 do remember I have heard the Lead florchanto in Dorbyshiro, (how 

true I know not) havo, boon about Getting a liberty to enter their 

load at Stockwith, and from thence to be exported$ but this I leave 

to youir further inquisitionO 

Thia Inability to diatinguich between tho varioue interests in Derby- 

shire aM the main lines of connorco becomon noro apparent# for. ) , 

having aueZectod that tho Dorwont scheme might benefit lead mcrchanto 

chipping at Stockwithq the corporation of Hull were informed thýt: - 

'I do yet find more cause to bolieva it will be the ruin of Bautryof 2 

Tho dotermined offorts to promoto tho Derrout naviCation acemed 

to threaten the existing patterns of trade in the valc of Trent wh= 

a vigoroun opposition vac oreanivod* Printed r, 6nronn =ro circu- 

lated against the Dervent achemep docignod to counter the caco of 

the promotorne The arj: =entv of the Billto opponents - I: Uto thove 

of its ýromoters - rcre based largely on the ax3r; =ption that the 

1. m. of c. Journnial, Ixj 368. 

2o . Ibidt 369* 
3. Bull Latterio L986le Gilby wai willing to accept tho advico of the 

mayor and aldornan of Bull on the pocition ho chould tako up con- 
cornins tho Dorront Bill $chall do therein an you chall direct moo' 

177 



volumo of trade could not bo readily O%Tan4od, roheroan the jamotorn 

anticipated that tho Dorront Uaviention would plAco then 1. n a atmCor 

compotitive position in tho dinporal, of thoir products in local 

markots# oppononto of the scheme woro convinend that any Increaco in 

the nalo of producto from the Derby tradora munt nococcarily bo at 

tho expenco of othcr comrercial co=unition. The mercantilist 

assumptions that tho incidence of domand and nupply wan rolativoly 

inelastic may alvo bo discernod in the principal arg=cwtPu of the 

Billto oppononto# which were directod a5ainat tho most rapidly ox- 

panding industry and trado of Derbyi- 

ladvantages to tho ingroasing Haultotorc of Derby this IlaviCation may 

bog not due increaso of Trade in conorall but a nucanco rather to tho 

I-Itarkota of Loughborowg Loicostor and ?; Ottinrh=l for tho Havieatore' 

win go down tho Piver Dorront into Trent towarda Nottin &, am, and 

thero, talto in Corn at tho Watervidog and carry it up to Dorbyt which 

otherviso vould bo cold in thoco Itarkoto 

rears vero exproosod that tho choaper and carior accoss uhich tho 

proponod -. ator=y rould provide would alco anablo Dorby tradern to 
frial tho prica of corn in tho townla markot for thoir own profit and 

to tho dotrimont of the aurroundinf; landowncra and farmorn. Tho 

opponouts included in their Bensong a deccription of the provailing 

pattorn of rtfMiculturo and trado, assorting thats- 

'the Country many riles round Derbyg doth nubaist much Of Tillagov 

and mout of that Corn iv Vondod rAt DGrbyg and thenco Lancashire, 
li Mo0o SOP* 29/374TZ44* 
2* Wood# pe 17. 
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Chochire and Staffordchiro, vLro cuppliod with Haultg and an Itinds of 

Grain which they have noed ofj end yot nufficiont, and at reaconable 

Prices romaina for the Inhabitantuel 

Oppononto of the Dervant cchemo arCued that the propoced improvo- 

monts would prove dotrimental to tho inhabitants of couth-oaot Derby- 

sh: Lro: - 

Un npoilinj; Fords upon the River Dorwont over thich the Pooplo pass 

to fotch, their Coals **# Private Gontloment vho, have t1illa uponp 

and land by the Dervents will be much damnified by this IlaviCations' 

The promotorst arguments that the navigation vould provide additional 

omploymont and would help to proservo. tho roads waro also dohorted 

by. tho Bill's opponontal- 

1, ** the protenco', of imploying =on upon the River in frivoloual 

for tharo are core by rjany dogrooo not on work by the procont Land- 

carriago of Lead and Corng than can hereafter find imploynont on the 

Water upon any occasion whatcoovor a** an. for the Ilighwayc, it in 

but nix or coven Won that can be procorvodl and not ono person that 

is subjoct to those ropairo affects thin Ifavigation. 1 

Vigorous opposition to the dovolopmont of tho, upper Tront and its 

tributaries came from Nottiniftamp whore the Corporation %mro datorminod 

that no improvementa chould take place above the Trent Brideon vith- 

out their approvale Partly this opposition vma notivatod by Mn=ial 

considorationo# but mainly by the accumption that if the tradorn of 

Dorby bonefitedp noighbouring towns would be adversely affoctod: - 

t* #, lJottinChan pays yearly unto Ilia Majoaty Throo-ccoro and Throe 

179 



Pounds for tho To3l of that ltarhot# and maintains a nridea over tho 

niver Trontp at the yearly exper. co of Two Hundred Pcundop which can- 

tot be dono it tho bonotit of the I'lukot bo lost, ac inovitably it 

must be by thic llaviCation ,* of 
1 

The Dorwont mchame may have been tied up vith propocala to Ica=* 

tho Uýpcr Trent itnalfe On 1 November 16759 tho torn corporation 

of Ilottineh= inatructed throo of ito a: Ldc=on: - 

'to wait upon Lord Ilarquesso of Dorcheator to dociro hie Lottere to 

provont the malting tho Ilivor Tront Havigabloof 

At the =c mooting tho mum of C10 vac votcd to retain councol gZainct 

tho naviCation achomoce 
2 

Opposition to the Dorront Bill delayed ita paocaf; o throunh the 

comrsittoo atage of tho House of Commonuo and it wan 'countod outt by 

tho prorogation of Parlionents A now Dill t= introduced in tho 

follovine soccion# but failed to passo3 Moto than. twenty years later 

then tho Dervant scheme wan once araih tromoteds Anchitoll, aroyp an 

active Parlitmentarian who frequently cat on co=ittooc of tho ljouco 

of Comzons recalled thats- 

$The Dill for the naviCation of the River Dorront from Trent to Derby 

passed through my han4a zarq years since so far to tvico roading to 

commitments and summone to the country to be heardp but van oxtins. - 

uithod by prorogation I find tho name croat objection against it to 

be still rhnt it =so viz& that the pricoc_of corn in theit, markot 

2: Nottingham Becordat Vo 319. 

3. H, 
-of -c, 

JournalpL JX# 391w 393. 
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vill depend whollv upon the Derby tradoral who may by it bo, enabled 

to raise and . 4.11all it as they ploarm to the groat detriment of the 

countr. y, o I confoss I could not thou voll balanco that objection 

vith any groat convenience to tho country in other mattorn of tradog 

being but national and unexpdrimonted thinga. 11. 

The failure of the Derby traders to vocuro atatutory authority 

for the Dorwent in 1664# 1675 and 1676 marked only the firat stasen 

in a struZelo which =0 to endure for another half century* P=wtore 

and opponenta had each taken a definite atand and the arg=onta 

employed for and aCainst tho achemo altered aurprisinely little over 

the folloving docadea* The conflictinG viora taken ovor the 

improvement of the Dervont provide an incight into the difficultion 

vihich had to be curmounted in an ago vhon it van accumod that one 

community could only proopor on the ruin of ita noiChboura. 

(. -,., v: iii) L11MOLN AND Tlil; FOSSDYKE 

The Trent van tho major channel of oxchanCe botwoon the rout with 

Us pr9dominance of extractive inductriec - loadq coal, iron, mill.. 

ctonect lizo and building matorial - and tho predominantly farming 

1, jjiatOM*Comm, j Covmor 11# 383* 17 January 1699. Auchitell, Grey to 

Theman Colzee Croy =a elected HoP* for Dorby in 1665 and cat for 

the borough in every Parliament - oxcept that of Ja: veE% II - until 
1695. Ho van a rambor of the vo called. 'country party' whone 
interest =a predominant in Dorbys He wan Doputy lAoutonant for 

Derbyehiro in 1690* and for llottinShamshiro in 1692'* Groyta 

reports vuro published in 1769 as Dobnten of tl! o Housa of Commonn 

from 166Z, to-. 1624o Ro?? -D, 
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region of tho oact and couth* Xf the river was an luportant com- 

morcial arteryl, it vmv also fOr Imuch of its lor. ilth a physical barrier 

botwoen tho agriculturalp mining -and manufacturing countion of Dorbyp 
lefk 

Nottingham and York on tho r4e*4 banltp and tho f=ing county of 
Lincolnshire. 13olow Novarks the lowest bridSing point$ only the 

forrics at 0ain6borouCL6 Dunh=s LittloborouGh and Ztoclmith providod 

cronainca over tho river, and no nain roadu led to thoms' 

The quickening paco of oconomic chanCo in tho coalg iron$ load 

and toxtile, 7-industrics In tho countien wont of tho Trout standa out 

in contract to tho Impovorished condition of Lincolnehiro# which 

nooms to have prevailed In the later covonteenth coutury and vn. o 

marked by complaints about the glut of arricultural products and the 

low lovel of priceu*2 Vicitorn to the CitY of Lincoln who varo aware 

of ito former importance could iocurcely havo boon improacod by so 

many vinible cij; us of deca7e in the 1650'a Fvolyn found TAncolus. 

Inz old confue'd tounot vory long$ Unovong utoopo and raggodo#3 

Even at tho timo of UncoInts grontont procpority - the thIrtoonth 

century - trade by water into the Trent valloy and to the cant coact 

vina often I=porod by obotructiona in the artificial ronodylto and 

the ciltinG of the river Vithamo Tho inadequaciev of =tor linka 

between tho Trent and D6ston meant that tho Oconomic axis for tho 

I* Chambers, P, 62. 

, 2* Mill (1936)l p*198* The Lincolnohiro Gentry, vero heavily Jnc=- 
borod# wany ovina monay in London. Low farming prices mado rvoava7 
moro difficult* 

Tho 
-Din! Z -of 

Jobn-FVolZnl ed* E*, Ial* do Door (Oxford 91955) #IXI 131o 
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mininC and manufacturing districtc, of the uppor Trott valley tended 

to be torarda tho Humbor rather than tho %Yach. The rocsdyllca had 

boon Crown property until the early coventoonth contitryp then Jamou 

I- finding it nothing but an exponco - prorontcd it to the Co. -, Mon 

Council of Lincoln* I By 1662p the Posodyho rac in auch a noeloctod 

condition an to bo almont impaosablet and tho city which it carved 

in a atato of decay* 2 

It vau poccibly on the advice of S=uol rortrey that the Co=on 

Council qzbarked on a cahcoo to, improve the city's waterrayaq which 

were throatenod still furthor by several land drainnao projacto in 

the yearn aftor tbo riesturationa-3 . The preamble of the Act rhich 

Sir John Honcon and Sir Thomas Marco# the tr. o IftPola for Uncolnj 

cuccecsfu3.3, y ateorod throuj-; h Parliament in 1671, cot out that the 

channels or the rosadyke, and the Vlthan had silted up and woro not 

passable for boats and lighteraq which had contributed to the drclino 

in the trade of Lincoln and other towneo ty tho terms of the Acts 

the Co=on Council wore to have the first opportunity to bocono under- 

takers# and wero empowered - in consideration of certain tolls and 

duties 
1which 

they roro allorod to collect - to make navieablo the 
To 11*11s Lambert and 1.195* Sprczuop IsIncolij (Oxfords 

U. Broaraq TAncolnshiro in tho Foyonteanth and r-ialiteenth, 
Centuries (1940), P-103* 

3* lall (1956)ip, 206. Fortroyp with whom the Common Council later 

went into p,,. qrtnercbip# ran tho con of a London taorchant and auth= 
of rnC, 1nnd's Intorent and Improvonent. 

-connictina 
in tho Increnno 

of the Atoro and Trade of thin Xinadon. 1663. 
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old channola of tho With= and the FoGedykc 

no as thoy chould within two years undortako, tho ramo@ 

By dood poll of 4 October 1671# tho Co=on Council 4oclarad thomw1voc v 
undartoltera of tho vholo length of the Foavdykoo and of the ntrotch 

of the rivor Withm totween tho HiGh Bridgo in Lincoln and tho Foaa- 

d. vkoo2 

tho starts thO attOmPt to improve Lincolnsc =tOrT: ayc =0 

1mmperod by a corioua shortaso of capital, ponnibly duo to tho low 

lovol of farning pricce in tho 1670'n, 3 To rAlco tho, roquicito fooo 

to obtain tho autharication Act# it had been agreed thAt money chould 

be borrowed from Chrivttc Houpitalp and that the city rento chould bo 

collected half-yearly* Dy Oarly 1672# the undertaking van proving 

vt heavy financial burden for the cityb On ZIj Aprilp the Co=on 

Council ontarod into an aCreemant with Z=ual rortrcyt to rhom thoy 

acnicnod ono third of the undertakings Tho contract atipulated. that 

after the Co=on Council had cpant L500, on tho improvement of the, 

Fonsdyko# one third of the subacquout outlsq rao to bo borno byltrtrw 
4 r, ho uould then receive ono third of the prolita# The city acem to 

1, Hill (19,563ýp*, 2070 
20 L*A*Oe U51121311131156o 
3# Itill (1956)tp. 198* In 1672$ Dynock Walpola a Louth attornoy com- 

plained thats-Oall our country concernap an cattlog rool and tho 
Uke fall w low that we havo no other coine' Throo yeara laterp 
he roforrod-to: - four country direacol 01tich in an abundance of 
wool and stock that Will not call* f 

4* Skemptoup PAN Samuel Fortroy (1622-81) hold a minor appointment 
at tho Court of Charles II# In 1675s Ito waa appointed to carry out 
the Viltshiro Avon navigation from Christchurch to Salisbury, 
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have had nome, difficulty in raicine their charo of the requisite 

capitale In Jun-3 16729 the mayor of Lincoln made an appeal for 

financial help to the torn corporation of Bull: - 

#the citizens of this city have baeun to have zado a cood progrosco 

in dirZinG tho river as, Poso botwoon Lincoln and the Trent and 
do hope$ with the help of romo Good triondn# in a short time to finiah 

the smio, works But it io At present no ##9 burdcnno=o upon un 

that without somo Mod acnistanco we shall have vory much ado to 

brine it to perfoctlon and thoroforo aro nocaccitatod to look out 

for holp from ... noble bonofactorat Amoneat whom to can but hopo 

and expect you to be one of our beptj conaiderin(; that thin cutt willp 

J. n all probabilityp prove very advantareoun to your merchanto and 

tradeemen In order to a Cronter and more conctant traffic and dealing 

with them# which boinC taken into your and their carious conctioration 

vdll - we hope - produce a liberal contribution to so larl; o an under- 

taking. " 

There is, no record of the Bull Bench makinc a contribution, Ivoctobcr 

1672, about Z300 had boon npant on improving the r-ocadyket and tho 

Co=ivsionoro appointed under tho 16? 1 Act cortified that tolla aJalt 

be collected* 

ýIlthough improvements could scarcely be roCardod an satisfactoryq 

they were effective enough to produce complaints about floodinC# ý 

l's Rull Letters. L. 826# 6 Juno 1672, p ThOr-an Townwin to tho mayor 
and c1darzon of Hull* 

2. U-11 (195-G) IP*; 208* At least on* modern authority on tho oarly 
ongincers assorts that Fortroy completed hic voric on t1io Foundyke, 
Skemptonp P*40# 



thile tolla varc continually colloctod by tho city after 167Z* In 

the oarly 1670#v travollors woro not groatly imprancod by tho condWon 

of the roccdylzat- 

'Lincoln hac; altwo boon a trading town, by tionno of tho canal$ which 

joins tho rivar of MUth= to that of tho Trent# ono of tho prIncipal 

branchon of tho 1jumbors whorcon tho largect voccola r4y como with tho 

tidov'fron uhonco tho barka bring thoir lcdinC to Lincoln by tho 

canal ,**I do not aa7 that thoy do not uso thin convanioncv at 

prosant; it in howevor but soldont ana with littlo ouccocg* . *s1 

, 0=, 13. vosralij 'ft cont of them no nora than fivo tona burthan - 

used the Fooodyka in tho lator sovonteanth contury, # but t1la pricen 

of bullq co=oditins nold in tho, citY'of Lincoln romained high, At 

timen coal ran cold at raton of 252 or 3O. C. a chaidront and at manyý 

timas of tho year van hardly procurablo at any prico*2 Tho Limited 

dcvolopnont of tho Fosad, 71to did littlo to rectoro tho formor proqpCrIty 

of Lincolu. Ono diarist obsorved in 1690 tho doproccod condition 

of tho city: - 

lavoral statoly hounon and churches aro lot fall to tho Ground pioco 

by pioce, and thic vhich han boon such a f=ouz citty horatotorog 

thoro is acarce anythint; worth noeinC in it but the High Strootp it 

boin, a indood a most ctato2, v and oxcallent atructuro and ic the chief, 

orn=aut of the tovn*13 

1, Grosop Rj!, aitov, pp*616-17, 

3v la rol'01* 



(Xjýl) BOSTON AND TIM WITHAlf 

An a rosult of tho docay of the rivor Witham - which unn =amly 

navicable bolow Lincoln in cert&in noasons - tho, hinterland of tho 

old port of Dooton wau loco accousiblo by rator. than it had boon in 

tho, hey-day of tho yort, in the fourtoonth aud fifteouth conturiove 

Dy the ccvcutocnth cantury tho, trado of Boston - uhich hud once boon 

txcond -in im ha portanco to that of London - vau much =nllor tn that 

or Ilulli Xn the reiGn of Charlou 11 thoro %mro only throo logal 

quayc at tho Lincolurliro portp Ono lona than in tho nid ni: xtoonth 

contur. v*l Xn 1672t the collector of Custono at Dcoton admittod that: - 

#the trado of thin place ic =11,12 

If tho coasting trado is any Guido, it rould vacm that tho port 

of Donton ucarco2, v tapped the grovina mining and manufacturinr, 

dintricto uvat of tho rivor P,. Iront in tho lato novantecnth conturyo 

tr., hua in 168,54, Boston ox-portod by the coasting trade 275 packag . 
34 

packets and III bat; s of rool; 875 OxItins of butter; 311 foddora of 

Derbyradro load; and =11. quantition of onto, maltt cordnrol, homp- 

noods tallows hides and paper* an voll an covcral bnan of feathora 

and qui1la a Tho bull: of Dontonlim outrard trado =a divided botwoon 

London and Kina'a 14mno In tho vvme period, Boston's importa by 

tho coacting trade consisted of coals claws, calt# tobacco, pipe- 

clays fullorin earthg wine; nalti, ryes cheocoo wools rapocoodo 

I*' 1j,. Thompcons llistaEZ-nnd-Antiquitiou of 11onton .. (1820), Ip. 48. 

20 PA-00 Se"P. 2-913351720 
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1 
colonoods, haberdashery and furniture*, The ovorsann tredo, of the 

port ran alco, cmalle 
2 

By tho latcr soventoonth conturyo shipbuildine was probnbly Iona 

important nq3oston than in fornor times* For oxamplog in 1666p when 

the Admiralty rare lookint; for skilled chipimiGhtn, it uns reportod 

that not one chip had been built at Boston for trionty yoorng and that 

there was only one vartiatt at the portj who had had no cuploymont 

for ton yoarce AlthouCh it would havo boon pouniblo to procure tho 

cervices of coveral boatwrightc$ those ton i7oro, rerardod act- 

'altogether unfit for vorka on tho Kinava ahipa*13 

In their offorto to improve port facilitica$ the authorities at 

J3oaton faced similar problems of adminiotration and finance which 

wore experienced by many ports of the country, In 1660 thoro wore 

no trusts$ commissions or joint-stock companion to finnuco and ad- 

minister port facilities. Financo and adminictration lay in tho 

handa of a variety of bodies# includine city and borough corporationag 

manorial lordsl, com=jz3iona of cavorn and pier wardouag but thoy 

1* Willan (1938)#PY* 62972#88#89#99#101*103* In 16839 BoatonImportod 

703 chaldronr, of coal from Ifewcantlej togothor irith 112 firking of 
Slaas and 436 TroYs of salto 

2* P*R*O* S. P. 29/306/13o In April 1672* it van roportod from Boaton 

thatt- I* , #, 11ap=. 
_Fntranco 

one of our boat chips is cgTived 
sare at Bordoauxel 

3e P, noO, S, Po Vow vesials had boon built In Enrland in 
the fifth and sixth docadon of the coventoonth conturys but the 
1660'a saw a sharp rocovery in EnCLIch ahipbuildinga Davin (1962)p 

P. 14o 
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often lacked the power and the financial rovourcou to eneneo, in 

improvement. Attempts at improvocont unually controd upon the 

acquisition of rtatutory authority for the imponition of now or 

additional duties on voccoln unine the port and the Gooda which they 

carriodo A factor vh1ch the promotera of port improvement Bills 

had to take into careful consideration wan the adminictration of 

their catablichod rovonuout sinco Parliamentary committoon undartodtt. 

$a strict inquinitiong an in upon all billo of the, like naturoo what 

rovenuon you havo vhich they might procumo ioro approprinto and 

sufficient to the maintenance of your portoll 

In 1670# the corporation of Bonton promoted a Bill to aurmont 

their rovenuon for the r-aintenanco of tho port - vAiich amounted to 

about C200 a year - by the imposition of a toll of 1ý. d per choldron 

on all coal imported# and 2d per ton on other &oodo. 
2 The progrona 

of the Bill ran carefully followed by the IfePela for tho port of 

IIullq who reported regularly to their conatituonto on Parlinnontary 

affairs. They advised the Hull Bench to Give support to the Docton 

Bill# in case they wanted to promote a similar moncuro at none later 

date: - 

'the oarder that it pascoo the better example it vilbo for you. 13 

The Boston Bill van read for the firat time on 22 November 1670t 

but during the follovine weelts oppocition to the proponod concurs 

incroacodslý When the Bill vras committed on the following day, tho 

1, harvolll, p*113* 

2, Ibidt p*114,. 

3, Hull Lottorne L., 1194* 
4.11. 

-of 
C- 

--TOurnnIn .# 
IXO 168* 
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rombors were inatructodt- 

#to convidor of the Dobatec of the Houcog ir. order to the making 

Inquiry whothor there bo any Haintonanco alroadýv allotted to the Pier, 

and to provides that such as are oziployed in collecting of the Tollo 

may givo Sacurity to bo accountablo ., all 

on 2 December# the liouso instructed that the comm-ittoo should be 

openodl almost certainly an indication that the Bill ran being hotly 

2 
contectodo A numbor! of HoWs considered the timing of the Boston 

Bill inopportune, Than tradowao already burdened by imponitional 

vhile tho Cozzon Council of Lincoln had rofucod to support tho scheme. 

on 6 December# one of the H. Pote for Bull advised his conatituontal- 

#thin day I spoke with the Gentlemen that servo for *,, Lincoln and 

they tell me they have opposed tho Boston Bill and that they believe 

it will be laid by at least till after Christmas . -s * Lincoln 

expects come charo of the benotito because of-tho prejudice it will 

be to thom*113 

On 4 February 1671p Andrew Mmrvoll informed the Bull Bonch3- 

'the-Boaton Dill# upon dicaercomont of the noirhboura in in a manner 

extinctel, 

ýhore seems to have boon no further attempt to cocuro statutory' 

authority for the port of Boston in the later nevontoonth century* 

1.11. of -C. 
Jourrvilng IX# 168* 

2, Suprap'po 32. 

3. Bull Letters, LoII98* 
4. Uarvellg p*127. 
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(xx)TI[E TEES POIRTS AND THEIP YORKSHIRE HIMERLAND -ýA- YARN AND STOCKTON 

Whoreas the decay of tho naviention of tho river Witham linited 

ýto tap tho Tront valloyl tho the extent Ito which Docton, wan ablet 

inadoquacy, or absonce of rater carriage above Borout; hbrid,,,,, o voro 

undoubtodly factors Which encouraged the af; rIcultural, and Minina 

communities of the North Riding to loolt. to ports on the river Tees 

rather than to York or Rulle For example, tho load minine industry 

of Swaledale and Arkenrarthdalo - which lound its principal market 

at Ilichmond - 
'found 

ito outlet through Yarm and Stockton$ although 

eeol; raphically it constituted part of the Humbor-Ouse viatorway system, 

The difficultiec of navigation above Yorh# and the Ugh cent of land 

carriaeo from BorouChbridge to Vichmond m0ant that the rudc of trado 

for the north Yorknhliro dales wan towards the north-oant. 

In tho raiddlo ageop Swaledalo lead wac carriod by pack horso to 

the two marlkotinC contros of Richmond and Barnard Caztjot whanco it 

ran carried to Yarn on the Toes. I In the covontoonth contury, Yarm 

wan atill the IoTiost bridcine point over tho Toon with important 

road connections. Vossola of si.,,,. ty tons burthen could roach and 

leave Yarm Trith the assistance of the tideas of which about four 

were nococcary from tho coa to the port. The principal exporto 

from Yam woro lead# corn, butter, wooll hidon and calt from the Vorth 

'Riding and county Durhamo Considerable quantities-of vino were 

imported. After 1674p there were four annu. -a faira hold at Yarm, 
Co-opero muker*, The L')to= of _rt 

Yorkshire Pnriah ( L 1948 5, P, 69, 
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the moot important of which was in October. 

After the Restorationt Yarm started to decline as the main Tees 

port and was gradually overshadowod by Stocktonj partly duo to the 

increasing size of many trading vescola, In 16609 Stockton con- 

sisted almost entirely of timbor-framed houcoop its inhabitants being 

mainly concerned with farming, fishing, the manufacture of nail-cloth 

and ropet and a small trade by land and wator. 
2 Progress in the 

following decades was rapid* In 16721 Stockton was described out- 

'a very intelligible porto and one with more trade than any botwoon 

Hull and Nowcaetle. it had a groat trade with Holland for butter 

and leadp and now will have one with Denmark. j3 

A contemporary topographer observed that Stockton was: - 

#a place of a great trade for vending and exporting of corn and butter 

to London and other parts ... is well inhabited and by reason of 

its commodious port, it onjoyet .ha good trado, 14 

The conclusion of the third Dutch War in 1674 saw a revival of 

Stockton's trade to the Low Countries* In October 1675t a Stockton 

merchant advised his London correspondent that: - 

Isailod from Tees 80 sail of Stockton laden with load$ butter and 

coals for Amsterdam$-Rotterdamg Ostend and St. Valery., 0-5 

1. Volardoll (19W)v P*128* 
2. Wardell(1962)9. p*16* 
3* P*R. O. S*P, 29/306/81. 

4. Blome# p-94- in 1665j Peter Bazino wrote from Rouen to his mother 
at Egglescliffe: - $Remembering the good chocce you make, if there 
be any shippos which lado coals nearby or at Newcastle for to come 
to Boang I doo intreato you to send no onoao bigge as the moone. 1 
Wardell (1957)oP. 132* 

5. F. R. O. S. P. 29/374/36* 
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Shipbuilding, was also developing at Stockton in the latcr seven- 

toenth conturyo For examploo. in Fobruar3y1677P a Pink of some 200 

tons burthen was launchodi- 

$the largest vessel that over camo, no nigh Stockton town. " 

When Sir Abstrupus Dahby was seeking a market for timbor from his 

Masham estate$ he advised his steward that the ahipwrighto of the 

Toes would soem to be likely cuntomerni- 

II would have a 91#000 worth of wood at least valued, I would 

noll by the grosse not any parcall, undor C500 but an much above an 

wee can reach. Stockton men will be good Chapmon, they want it for 

Ship Timbero and whon you send good knee Timbor or good plank Timber 

bee sure to sot good rates on om for they will alwayos boaro, a Cood 

price*' 

An indication of the increasinS trade and Laportance of Stockton 

was the ramoval of the officers of tho Customs from Hartlepool to 

the Tees. port, Lawful or free quays were cot out under a commission 

from the Exchoquor in 16331 when their length was extended by one 

thousand loot. In tho last years of tho covontoonth century many 

3 
of the houzos at S-I'vockton viere rebuilt in brick* 

Tho trade in lead between Swaledale and tho Toes porta and the 

state of the industry in the later sovantoonth century may be 

illustrated fron the extant accounts and corroupondonce of cavoral 

I. P-ReOe S. P. 29/391/59* 

2odunliffe-Lister 14SS* Bundle 75, (not numbered). 

3, riardell (1962)# p. 17. 
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minint; proprictorn and merchantne Philip Stale of Hartford near 

Richmond was steward - and comotime partnor - of tho Wharton family 
I 

of AsIto Hall and Edlihgtong becidoe beina nonociatod with a numbor 

of load proprietorn and merchanto in Derbyahirool For ox=plo# in 

1675 Swale formed a partnorahip with ]Robert Barkar of Richnondp a 

member of a Derbychire lead mining family* Tho partnorchip took a 

loase of part of tho Old Gang and Lommthwaito minou -- in which 

Lord Wharton vac tho chiof invostor - and alco in, Swinnoreill, 2 

Swale socas to have boon a vory progressive nanacorp andg whon robort 

Barker died in 16809 he brought Adam Barker hie brother from Wirka. 

worth to ba managor undor him43 

There wore several markoto for Ponnino loadj and morchante and 

proprietors voro naturally anxious for apoody advice on the provaillne 

prices in different parts of the roCione In Augunt, 1683l Dwalo 

requantod one of his partners in Derbyahirot- 

v. ., I could deciro thou would tako tho troublo-or provalo with 

come in Cheatortiold more frequently to Civo un Notice of tho, price 

of Mead .* ,4 
j7, ý-V", P*A, Os Lottorn to and from PhMp Swale of Hartford near 

Vichmond. BT, 5-90 Bobert Swalo wav stoturd to the %liarton, family 

c, 1625-62p and hie non Philip-(c. 1623-1687) who euccooded him wan 

atoward until hie deatho They were principally concerned in lead 

mining in Swaledale and Kottlewollo. 

2P Raictrick and Jennings# P9154* 
3* lb--ids P*117- 
4# ZT 5/77* On 14 March 1685t Swale vao advicod thatt- 'Loado in thin 

day soulde att Z11 Iq att. Bawtryeel ZT 5/166. 
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Correopondance during tho, 1680'a includoe cany complainto about tho 

low pricos'ý which wero being paid for load, Tjorchanto voro naturally 

anxious to hold stocks as long an thoy could in tho hopo that pricoo 

would rivo, co that tho monotary returna to tho minine propriotore 

wore often delayed. In Auj; uat 1683s'Swalo adviaod hic Dorbychiro 

partnerm- 

Swaledale workoc provee dincouroeing, Huch writing bath 

passed betwixt the Lord Wharton and me about my asaignina of them 

Kich on fit conditions I would willingly doo .. * if Swalodale 

worken givo no botter Incouragemont I think ho may havo thom soon 

onouSh vithout such. an Asuignmont », e1 cond »99 Copy of an 

Account I Intend for nobert Wilcon when I can Cot Honey in but it 

comes-very alowly from our Herchanta, 
" 

Trado wan alvo slack in tho early monthu of 1685j vaid in Itarch Swalo 

wroto to Lord Whartons- 

OA, Darkor iv como out of Darbyshiro littlo load vac cold .a* 

1.1orchants lookeing one at another* Saall Incourci; or-ent to a Charco- 

able Tryall#12 

Land carriago to tho Toon ports coema to havo boon carriod on 

by lopecialittl carriers* For oz=plot in Hay 16829 PhiliP SWUIO 

=ado arrangemonto for 99 8. q 7A to be paid to William Ronson of 
Is ZT On 10 April lg?! ý, j a partnerr-hip aFroomont van mad; botveon 

Sir Thomas wharton of Edlinaton and Philip Swalo of Hartford 

concernins load and coal mines in Pavenoworth# Foldams Wbaahtong 

Applegarthp Thorpe and Thorpe Edeo* ZT 9/44s 

2a ZT 5/167. 
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Stockton floadcarriort* I Tho carriago of load for shipmont van 

often hazardoun in the wintorizonthas In January 16869 Swale van 

advised thatt- 

to 6# myo in oxceoding bad# that woo with difficulty cot load from 

Datlinston to stocitton. 02 

It in now. apparent that Philip Swalo =. G an important fi&uro in tho 

emorronco of leAd mining cnmpaniec Which workod largo arotta of 

concolidatod leacoo. 3 Attor hia doath in 1687, Jovoph EtherinEton 

actod as aterard for 17harton's concerns in Svalodalee Tho problom 

continuod of finding reliable buyern for load who would calce quick 

monotaxy renittancons in Novenbor 16879 Wharton wrote from LOndons- 

11 should be glad to finde that the coney doo coma timoly in from 

Rich* Watcon for suplying of the load. worka I desire alco to 

hearo from you, if you think the lead will 1; 0 of at Stockton to 

merchants who will make bettor paycont than two of them hav don of 

late ... 94 
1 '. -----'7"r6* . zY 9 
20 ZT 5/194* In February 1696# Sir Abstrupua Danby was advicod by hic 

atoward: - 1* *sI have boon at Richmond and .** bought of 14r* 
EthorinZton my Lord Wharton's Agent a fothor of 9** lead for 
99 6.0 8ý. d &. * The fothor Consicto of ZD piCan which van weighed 
by porcons inhabiting'thers, rho havo horcoo ready upon a dayon 

notice ,** the Hooroc aro, coo bad to Doworloy that it woo had 
bought the Lead there# it. would vith difficulty have boon brought 
hither. ' Cunliffo-Lister MSS* Bundle 75 (not numbered). 

3. PaictricIt and Jonningap p. 3.17. 
4. ZT 5/2Z3* 
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Wact of Sralodalo#- it ceoma that tho, ArkengathdAlo ninon ontorod 

a period of oxpanoion. under the Bathurat family. in 1672# Charlon 

Dathurat loasod ninon in Arkonaarthdalo at a rant of C150 par annums 
ýon -yearc later the minoo were yielding a profit of twico tho, ronto 

:* Apart from enSgind in the conctine trado, the morchanto of 

Stockton were aloo trading to the Baltic$ the Low Countries and to 

Spain and PortuMl in the later decades of the covontoonth century* 

The extant accounts -of Ono Stockton merchant show him trading to 

various Baltic ports in the oarly 16801s* Lead conatitutod his main 

outward doalingep and in return iron was imported. For o=mplop in 

1681: - 

ishipt outward by Thot' swainton for Konningaborg 216 poccon of load 

,-* 13 fodder 28 cwt., lqr and, 14 lb 0 V. 9 5. a, anounting to C130 

2;. n Ild, on which the cuntom laboridge and Boat hire amounted to L15 

8.!! 4A9 together with 41 chaldor of coals with charges amounting to 

, 035 9.2- 3A. 1 

Three years lators the rate corchant paid ;. a for the carringo of iron 
2 to Colham, or Cothans 

By the end of the 16800s the lead market was concidorably lower than 

it was to bocono'como years later in the halcyon days Of load mininge 

Revortholevog the ninon not only paid# but paid vollp notwithatanding 

great markot fluctuations and much competition from abroad. 
3 

le Raistrick and Jenningop pelý49 
2q, Bodleian Library* Enas micc-P ItSS* c9203* Account book of a Stock- 

ton merchant, 
3ý- J. Dackhousot 'Load mining in I.; n5land and Waloa I(typoccript), P455 

it coema that cv1690 the price of load 'can about P, 10 por ton* 
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(Xxi), THE, COASTAL PORTS OF YORKSHIRE - 

WHITBY - SCARBOROUGH - BRrDLINGTON 

the seventeenth centurys a number of ports had developed 

between the estuaries of the Toon and the Humbert Although the 

hinterlands of Iffhitby, Scarborough and Bridlington wore loan extensive 

than the ports of Yarm and Stocktong the agricultural populntion of 

Ryedale# the Vale of. Pickoring# and the upper valley of the river 

Hull looked to the cast coast ports rather than the U=ber-ouo* 

waterway 97atem, of which, geographically, they were a part, 

0*0**0#00*0400,6000 

By the sixteenth century$ Whitby was already a fishing port of 

some notep and further progress came with the development of large 

scale alum mining at Sandsend and Saltwick and in Clevelandol, Although 

Whitby's opportunities for further development were limited by its 

conetricted hinterland - the river Esk vae ahallowp rapid and liable 

to flood - it was able to play an important role in the east coast 
2 coal trade besides shipping alum and butter. A Customs Houce was 

established at Whitby in the reign of Charles 119 at which time the 
In the seventeenth century$ hundreds of thousands of pounds wore 
sunk in Cleveland alum undertakings* The development of alum 
mining stimulated the shipping activities of the port and coal was 
needed to supply the workings, X*C*H. Yorkno IIt 329 

20 P*R*O. S, P, 29/316/234# The shipping of Whitby butter was carried 
on in the late su=er and early autumn* In October 1672, a Whitby 
inhabitant advised his London correspondent3- $All trading at this 
port is quite given over# this being the only time in the whole 
year the butter that went beyond the sea is now for London$ which 
forced a trade here, # 198 



-1-- 1, -, -11.1-ý- I., 

port had: - 

labove 100 sailo of ahips and amall craft belonging to it and 

Employing and brooding about 600 Bailorn. 11 

BY 1702t the tonnage of Whitbyla shipping was cono 8,300 tons, moot 

of, tho vosBols being eneagod at come times of tho your in conveying 

coal from Newcastle and Sunderland to London and other onat count 

ports. 
2 By the early eiChtoonth century tho building of ships for 

the coal trade$ and the anvociatod crafts of cail-mcating and ropo- 

making had boon ootablichad at the port, *3 

The weaknesc of, depanding dn shippine wan rovoalod during times 

of war and exceptional woather conditionce For oxamplop in FobruAry 

16730 during the Third Dubch Warg it wan affirmed thatt- 

'this amall port has in the last cightoon months loot by storm and 

capture above 30 voosels besides 100 mons Their looneo havo been 

so great that I fear they will not recover them in many Nroarne The 

loss in moderately valued above 912,000 becidon thoco able noamon 

cast away. v4 

The resilience of a fishing and shippinS community with limited 

scoPe for development in other directions no doubt contributed to a 

more rapid recovery than might at firat have boon anticipated, 
to N*R, *AoO, Letter, Book of Nathaniel Cholmloy 1682-91t zcav 7- foT. ,3 28. Blomo recorded at Wýitby: - 1, woodon bridge over the 

Esk, Trade in alum and Whitby butter belonging to it about 
100 sail of vessels and hath a custom house Ot 

2* Davin (1962). P*359 
3, Letters of #J*A*l 

4# P. M. S&P* 29/334/22o 
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&6000004#*0000&000 

in 16.38, vhon tho Admiralty roquocted a roturn trom tho difforoat 

scaporta of the number of chipa, and burthon bolonging to each port, 

Scarborough irac cat down as having 22 largo Voccolc and a number of 

smaller vecsole of between twenty and cixty tons burthene I Dy the 

early eiGhteenth century# ScarborouGhle tOnnd9o of Voccele had 

greatly incroacod and Amounted to come 21s 700 tons. Scarborough 

was a place ot reftigo in bad weathars an Artificial harbour or pier 

having been constructed, * The port had an important charo in the 

English coastal trades particularly in tho Newcastle and Sundarland 

coal trade*2 Scarborough was able to tap. an agricultural hinterland 

throuSh the Vrae of Picaleringg and probably the inhabitants of P. Alton 

received many of their goods from tho cast coact port* Scarborough 

had co-. e coastriso trada it butters grain, peac and bonne, mainly 

to London and Harcact, 003 

40 6 

Tho Boventoonth contury ca-so witnosced considarablo proLrross in 

the trade and shipping of Bridlington, tapping tho unonclocad and 

underdeveloped agricultural hinterland of Holdarnoca. In May 16679 

the J. Ptc of the East Riding affirmad thatt- 

'Brid3lngton ic r- port and haven of very. great convenience to parto 

. 
gtory of Senrborough from F. A-rl: tnrt Rato -11882) tp*360* 

2. Willan (1938)# P*14* 
3* Thid, p, 8.5* Xn, 1684# 2o665 firkina of buttor wont constviso from 

Scarboroush to London, 
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adjacent for near tvonty miles about* Tho inhabitanto there are a 

very inductriouc people and much addicted to noa traffic in so much 

they have in about fifty ycars incroacad from 3 or 4 to above 40 

-good trade ships furnished with able ajamon and or. p*rt pilote. 11 

During the Third Dutch Warp provisions wore conotimon obtained, by the 

Poyal Navy from Bridlington., For examplog in AuCunt 1672, a naval 

surgeon wrote from the Yorkshire port: - 

#The fleet intends to cail to-niGht or in the morning having boon 

plentifully supplied here with all manner of provisions* They have 

spent great sums horej have alain 100. fat bullockat and bouSht nearly 

500 sheep$ and poultry innumorablop proviciona with which thin 

country aboundv6 g2 

The nature of Brldlingtonle counting trado altorod little in the 

course of tho reventooth century# although its volumo incroncod. In 

16849 outward shipzonto by the coasting trade conciated of 215 carVMc 

of agricultural produce to Newcaotlep Sunderland$ Londong Stocktong 

Plymouth and Wbitbys Imports by the coasting trade for the nano 

period consisted of coal# slaca and grindstones from Nowcantlof and 

r. ' P. N. O. s. p. 29T31"qT166 Jg). 

2* P*9*0# S. P. 29/314/, 25*, In February 1673# John Bovver -a comber of 

ono of Bridlingtonto lo4dinS chipowning familloa adviakid tho Navy 
Commissioners that: - fa very fair nud comadioun wntoring place for 

the use of hie Hatioa Navio may be made at the bond of our harbour 

4, .. if a now and a Strong Clow were made there in no quention 
but by clearing or opening of the apringn that food its thoro may 
be at all timon and seasons bo rator sufficient to nupply tho 

whole Navy if occasion prosentO P, Roo* S*P, 29/341/166* 
. 
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Galt from Swiderlands 
1 

The provision of drawback and bounties for the export Of Grain 

stimulated the ovorsean trade of Dridlington. In llovembor 1675, it 

was recorded that novaral vasnola had vailod for tho Low Countrion 

with wheats- 

land much noro will bo exported if the Act continue unreponled, which 

granto for every quarter exportod 5. a paid out of tho Cuotomn. O 

By the autu= of the follovina year the local farmers and corn 

merchants seem to have availed thamaelvou considerably of the draw- 

back# In November 16761 the Cuntoms officor at Bridlinaton rocordad 

that3- 

$five ships laden vith corn have eone over sea from thin port the 

last month# and one in now lading corn for Itolland* Tho monoya for 

corn exported from thin port within thin twolvomonth amount to abovo 

=0000 which has been paid out of the cuntomas and I judgo there 

will bo near an much torn exported beforo tho Act oxpiroul corn being 

cheap **s and great plenty in thin country. 93 

Following a covero storm In Docombor 1663o which creatly da=aod 

tho pier and-haebour at Bridllnztong efforto voro directod towards 

obtaining the ioquicito s4mc nooded for tho rcpair and malutonnnce of 

tho facilities of tho, port, In 1664s tho Cuotoma officorn at tho 

port produced an abstract of dution rocoivod at Bridlineton in tho 

10 winan 

2* P#R. 0, S, P, 29/374/197., 

3. P-R*O* B*P* 29/386/232., 
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previous four yourap , and stressed that the repair of the haven was 

urgont*l Pozodira atopa wore not taken 1=odiatolyp and it ran not 

until the Second Dutch War had ended that renewed offorta wore =ado 

to restoro the haven to its former condition* In 16679 tho Varl of 

Burlington and Lord Lani; dale url; ed that, action chould be talcon, ninco 

Bridl. ington qunv had boon render"+- 

lalnont usoloang hia Hation j3hips no voll an hin nubjoctn djoeippointod, 

and tiany timos put to great ritrass and cuatoms from C750 and Upwarda 

reducod to littlo or nothinas and furthor tho Contry thoronbouto 

very I =uch Impoverichedel 2 

It w. %6 estimated that it would cost Z4p000 to repair the haven at 
ýridlinetono and that maintenance after that would amount to z150 a 

yenre The inhabitants of the port alleged that it would not be 

poscible for them to raise that oung but stressed that:. 

#merchants trading to and from Nowcastlo and Sunderland and other 

places are content and desirous to cubmitt to an imposition for a 
r. - P. M. B. S. p. zq/319/169(. 5) liridlinaton KoX, Abntrn;; Cor monnys 

-t: 
c 

_12nid 
hero for goods* wares and merchnndinon e2Mortnd nnd-impartnd here 

for 
-four 

jenro andinn 24 June 1664 

Cuntomn roceived d 
I Aus. 1660 24 June, 1661 348 13 4 

24 Juno 1661 24 Juno 1662 401 8 10 
24 Juno 1662 - 24 June 1663 652 9 01 
24 June 1663 - 24 Juno 1664 277 11 7 

2. P. R. O. B. P. 294319/1ý65(4)* The JoPolc for tho Eact Viding affirmed 
thatt- funloas the peoros be repaired said road will be of littlho 

uso' ,0, qqhlch will be to great prejudice, not onoly of his 14%tion 

shipps but also Of all chips trading for coals to Nowcautle or 
Sunderland. $ P-R-0* S*P* 29/319/166(2). 
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certain time vheroby monoy may bo raiced for ropairinC the pior tho 

liko having been granted by your Ilation prodocascorn for the repair 

of the pier of Scarborounh and other placeas" 

In 1668,, a Bill was promoted to occure otatutory authority for 

an imponjtion of 12d on shipa ovor nixty tona burthan and ý. d on 

mailer vencele. The efferte of Bridlington were largely fruotrated 

by the opposition of noighbouring portag particularly Bull, Somo 

years later# one of the H, P, Iu for tho Humber port recallad that tho 

corporation of Hullt- 

'did not only oppose but Wholy overthrow the Bill for Burlington 

9s* that they had a toll towardo the ropairina of their peorou and 

had not mado it eood, g2. 

In 1672s' nine years after the haven at Bridlinston had boon damagedg 

the Customa officern at Newcastle and Sunderland wore inctructod: - 
'to levy 1ý. d and 6_d on allvoosole ladins there towardo the 03cponcou 
of the ropair of Bridlington Pier .a* for twenty-one yearn or until 
C4 0000 is raised ,*o 13 

(xxii) 110AD CONDITIONS MID LAVD CARRIACM, 

Although the coastal and inland porta provided the main facilities 

for trade within the Humber-Ouse -Tront reGiono come consideration 

14. P*ReO* s. p. p-913191166(6)9 in 1638* the inhabitants of Scarb=ugh 
petitioned, the PrivY Council. that a ýuty might be placed upon all 
coal chipped at Newcastle and other placee to help maintain the 
pier and barbour at the Yorkshire port. Bakor, op, cit, # p. 360 

2, Hull Letters L-8139 In the late 1670a Steven Shepard or Shipurdg, 

a master buildor of Selby van carrying out repair work at 

Dridlington, Rorosby MSS, 12/21 
3. PeRsO. S. h. 29J250/67.204 



must also be Given to other means Of COD-MUnication and commorcial 

routes* 'Tho Importitnco of land carriage and road conditiona cannot 

be overlooked in thin poriod: tho highwaya plalod a aignificant rolo 

in both inter-rogional and intra-rogional trado, and providod 'f00d=1 

to the inland and coastal portc#- A rkumbor of the inland portag for 

oxamplol, Vovarltq Sawtryj Doncaster# Tadcastor and Boroughbrideoý 

darived convidorablo benefit from their position ang or oacy accono 

to, the Groat North Roade In most of the low lying districts adjacont 

to the rivers$ caunowaya had been constructed, while pack-horco 

tracks and bridgos woro-typical featurea of the Pannine landccapo to 

tho north and west of tho heads of navigation, many of them oriVi- 

nating in the cixtoonth century whon improvad Ughways for tho 

carriage of wool and cloth became ursents' 

Althouj: h tho doccriptions of contemporary travallorn and diariato 

remain a major source for tho hictory Of land transport and co=uni- 

cations in this poriod; such Impreecions must be troatod with some 

caution ard varied considerably according to the tize of ycar and 

standards of the individual itineranto- Certainly conditiona in 

winterp-or after heavy, rain wore often hamrdouct ror o=mplol 

Thoresby mentioned a stare coach which ran between York and Hull in 

tho si=. mor monthe 9, but did not oparato in winter bocauco of tho 

Gtate of the roads. 
4 ilmon Colin Fiennea rent from Bcvcrloy to JIuU 

it v-. Ls: JL 

upon a Caurmay with two little rivarc runnine -on cach rido 

Crump# yp#26-7. 
2. Morrells Onscitoo, P. 172., 
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which often ovorflowod it being a Croat flatt. " 

On the route from Loodu to York caucowayu vmro ucod for part of tho 

way. co3. ia Fiennen doscribed the hazards of the road anct of 

Tadcastor towards rwrybridros notina thatt- 
2 

Ithoro, ic come of the water which on groat rainou are not to bo psWd) 

Towards the end of the eovonteenth century# coacboo performod tho 

journey botwoon Looda and York -a distance of twonty-four miles - 

in oight hours* Horeverp the road vue often co bad that travellers 

valkod part of the vaye3 A later traveller deccribed another atrotch 

of tho Looda to York road across Brotharton llarah: - 

'a caucemy ... all along by the Airo up to Drothorton which makoo 

part of tho Yoric road, #4 

At tho Routorationpan Ordinanco of'1654 - which had providod for 

the firat offoctive eyotom of road raten . rac nbrocatode5 An Act of 

1662 revived, oxtonded and modified tho formor qlatom of otatuto 

labour - which had beon actabliched under tho Tudor legidlation of 

155% 1563 and 1586 - and granted tho ourvoyoro tho right to tako an 

acsonsment. to aid in repairing tho rondo if tho oix daya of compuloory 

work wore found to bo innufficionte Iloithor thic Act, nor a vub- 

vaquent ono of 1670 - which providod for uccoc=ont ratea at tho 
1. Colin. 

-Flennouo p. bo. 

20 Ibidp PP# 75# 86 
3. Morreng npaclt. p P., 172. 
4. Hiat. H. -I-SoCommo, PortInnd 
5,0 IC*A,, McMahon# $Roads and Turnpilm Traztu in Eastorn Yor. 'tchirelp 

'rast Yorkshiro tocal Mrtory . 5gaiitI. Local Matory Serion: 18 
(1964)o P#10# 
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diccrotion of quartor Scusiona - accompLiched tho roquicito improvo.. 

monta* it coomn that neasuroa doniGnad to amollorato road co=Utionc 

, in tho poriod botwoon tho Pentoration and tho novolution provad 

laraoly inoffoctivool 
The Offectsi of the viar with Franco Aftor IG39 broucht incroacing 

proccura to boar on EnClandso transport and inland co, tcunicationas 

AlthouSh it is not poccible to provide, Ctatictical. avidanca, it voona 

probable that the hazards of the coasting and avorcoac tradan moont. 

that more Goods voro earriod by land* In the autumn of 16910a 

committee of the Houco of CO=ona was appointod to conaidor ways in 

s7hich the hirhrays might bo maintained more of foctivolyo and the 

rates charged by wagonern and carricre right bo fixod*2 Tho romdtant 

Act empovmrod tho Juaticon of tho Peaco in quartor Soaziona to lovy a 

parich rate of up to 6d in tho pounds it convincod that othorvico the 

roads could not be ropairedo3 A now foaturo appoared in tho coction 

of the Act which attemptod a roeulation Of land-carriaCo ratoo, 

deemod necoccary because: - 

$divorce WaCgonera and other Carriers by combination =OnSat thom- 

selves have raised the pricos of crxringo of Goodc in =any placou 

to oxceesivo ratoo to the ercat injury of Tradc*1 If 

Tho extent to which tho Act of 1692 rac applied naturally varied 

from county to county* PublIched rocorda for tho ?. *orth Riding 

1, W*T* Jacla=np Tha DovoloBm-nmt of -. 
jrqnr; portntio_n inflodorn Fnalnnd 

Und edo revisod. 1962)t p*61, 
2o WillansLand Carriagelp p*1979 
3# 3 Wm* and Haryt csI2. 
4o rstlan*'Land Carriagogg pol98, 
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quarter Sessions indicate that additional ascocsmento were regarded 

an necoccary for a number of parishes, At Thircl-. # it was decidod 

by the J. P. Iz on 25 April 1693 thatt- 

... Whereas the Court in fully satisfied that the common highways, 

cauceya# brideesp streets and pavements in the tovrnahip of Howorth 

cannot otherwise be sufficiontly amondodg ropaircd, pavodp cleancod 

and supported by means of the lawn now in force# vrithout the help of 

a late Act ... for the better ropairing and amending the hiChroya 

and for settling the rates of the carriage of Goodn: Ordered that an 

equal anceecment of 3A in the pound for one year onculneo chall be 

=ado upon the inhabitants$ oTmern or occupiers of lands, houses ... 

accordine to the true yearly value thereofl and 3A for every r, 20 for 

one yearg on every personal estate usually ratoable to tho poor 

vrithin the ad township ** .11 
It soome likely that the assessments made for land carriage ro- 

flectod the actual rates charjjed by common carrioraq 
a The rates 

fixed show regional and voasonal. differoncon, and were often repeated 

in the foUorrIng century. The J. P, to in the Horth Riding determined 

that carriers from Richmond to London or vico-verra chould not talto 

above 2A a lb. or about 19A a ton-mile, In a Lincolnshire anaccoment 

=ado at Sleaford in'1696 the ratos from London to eight placan in 

Lincolunhire varied from 13A to 15A a ton-milo*3 

1, MR. 
-Sonsionsp 

VIII 136 
0 

Similar ordors, voro made for Topc1iffe. 

2, willant'Land, Carriagell po'2000' 
3*' 

ýXbid* 
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Tho raten for tho Voct IlidinG '7rr0 mOr0 cOmP1OX und PrOvid0 8 

usafift picture of tho ratin Innd routen along irohich goods were ro- 

, patchcd. mho j, pola-montinj: at Pontolract quarter coivod and. div- 

Sonsiona on ý April 1692 ordured thats- 

$from London to Doncacter, Votherhant Shoffieldp Barnaloys Pontotractg 

rm' to fieId- IthrIcott Town or other place 
.q 

liallifax, Leoda or any othc^ 

vithin thin Rydinre an far distant fron London aa Looda iab 1! 1 per 

pound and no nora throuChout tho wholo yoarp from London to any place 

vithin this rzydint; that J. 0 distant from London 20 millea nor* than 

. per stono more than tho said ponny por pound And proporcon. Loodag 2ýd 

tibly for a Meater or lonvor dintancoo From Yorke to Valwfiold or 

to any othcr place that is twenty milon dintant from Yorke 2,. d por 

stona and per contra, From any place out of thin Riding to any 

placa or place3 of 20 n1lon, distance in thin Ridinj; and fron any one 

placa to another of tho ojmO distanco within thia Rydineo gd par 

atono and proporconably for a Creator or looser dintanco*11 

Particular attention ran GiVen to land carriago ratoo to and from 

the inland yorto which sorvod tho clothina townchips of the 'Went 

niding t- 

'Carriage by Carta from Looda to Selby or TurnbridCo and from 'Wake- 

field to IS-olby or Tu. -nbr4. dGo and from any other Markett, ToNno or 

place in thin rydinso to Solby or Turnbridge an far dictant from the 

cam* an Looda ins A Trucco containihs 4 horce packs **9 from May- 

&Ly tiil j4jchaOjjLýqz 6ýr4 ý. d fro= KiChoolmn till Xmae for 4 horco 

p; Lcl,, l; lpa. Od fron X. -am till Mayday for It horco paCka 1% 611 

Is W, R*A*Oo Quarter Soccione Order Boolt, 
I 
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From Selby or Turnbrideo to Loods and Valcotiold ,o, from Mayday 

till Mchaolmau 12n por tunno from Mchaelman till Xiou lVLn. por 

tunno from Xmac till I-Itayday 24. a per tunnoe" 

Tho variationa in the coub, of land carriam within the Wont I%Iiding 

wore concidorabloo In tcrma of the cost per ton-miloo tho accova. 

mont botroon London and the Princiral towns of the toot Viding 

Anounted to about 1ý4.; that betwoon Looda and the northern boundM 

of the Piding at ULd for tho first 20 mileop rialne to albout 26.1. 

Tho accoa=ont between York and tho cloth producing tornchipo ar: ounted 

.4 
Clothp and other goods d1cpatchod in bul1 to about lQd t might bo 

carried to tho lowest shippins points on the Ouse and Airo rivora at 

rates rhich ranCod from about ICýd a ton-milo in midaummort to about 

23A a ton-mile in midwinter* The rates for back varrinj: o from 

Selby and TurnbridCo to Loods and WaLofiold wore lower# ranging from 

about 7A a ton-milo in midoummor to 14A In midwintore 

The general improacion gained from the accor-amonto ic that land 

carriage raton vore usually fixud at 124 a ton-milo and upwarda* if 

anything thcy corvo to emphasico tho disparity bot%mon tho Coct of 

land carriaga and that of rm"Ver tranaport. Xt hno boon octimatod 

that tho a7eraGo coat of carriazo by inland ratorrayu throughout tho 

seventeenth and oiGhtoonth conturica van about 2.5A a ton-miloo Evon 

it allowance ic =ado for tho fact that tho roado unually providod a 

more Oxoct routeo it Ga0ma that thO Rctual couttof water transport 

ran bat=cn a quartor and a lialf of tho cost of land carriaj; oe2 
17.7777,17, AoUo quartar NZa-EMna Order Fo3ort-o Mon" 

2. S"'zomptong p*27. 
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(X-,, ci ii) Tar. rAnuRr, oF EAnLy immonmon 

In the Humber-Ouco-Tront region attomptc to obtain atatutory 

authorication for port or river improvement cchomou arither failed to 

Cot off tho Ground in the thirty years after the Rontorationg or 

they were, rendered abortive by the dotorminod offorto of noiellbourlne 

communitieoý Of the nix Dilln Introduced in thin poriodi only one 
ý- for the Lincolnnhiro Focadyko - reached the atatuto boolc; b The 

difficultion exporioncod by that undertakina in the 1670'a coon to 

provide further indicationo that provaillne circumatancoo VMro not 

propitioun for tho offoctivo development of tranoport projoctc. 

Our curvoy of the region hav revealed that a numbor of improvement 

achomoo tore 'in the air$ in this period*, Hovzovorp it in clear that, 

for the moat parts tradine and inductrial interocto could not be 

pornuadod that the invoutcont of their capital - which uan roquivito 

for development - would be followad by an adequate return or the 

realication of nov market potentialc* Men contracted with cub. 

coquont. dovolopmontop an attempt munt be made to explain thy improvo. 

mont schemou woro not purnuod viCorounly, 

In a period when the rate of now invontmont in ovorcoan commerce 

- an contrastod with donontic inductry - van OXCOptionally high - 

many landownorv# morchanto and industrial interocto coom to havo boon 

unwilling to financo, lareo scalo tranoport undortaltineo, A chortam 

of capital - or at loact thonscumption that land and oversons trado 

offorod possibilition of a botter roturn - r4y haVo boon ono of tho 
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factorn limiting the effective implementation of inland navigation 

Gehomens In genoralg tovm and city corporatione within the region 

whoo for the moot parto wore synonymoua with the local morcantilo 

co=unition . showed little Inclination to become involved in 

tranaport projcctas For oxamplej the city corporation of York van 

unwilling to atir in the promotion of a Dill to iuprovo the Oucol 

while the town corporation of Loods ran unwilling to promote 

corporately - the improvement of the river Airo above KnottinGleyo 

In the rain# it ran a generation of individual pronotor-undortalcorap 

often with an acadonic bontl who wore canvaccina the need for 

trancport dovelopmentas and who wore willing to offoot improvemonto 

in return for cottlod ratoo of tonnage* For oxampleg William 

Pichorint; coemn to havo been almost alone in hic willinenoca to 

PrOmOto the Aire and Caldor achomo after 1679, Tho tovm corporation 

of Dorby providon ono of tho tow ox=plou of corporato, bodioc 

willing to promoto an inland navigation ochomo vigorouoly# probably 

pro*mptod by chane6a in tho local maIt and lead minini; inductrioap on 

the acsumption that a reduction in the cost of carriaeo would enable 

markot, potontials to ba roalinad moro onsily. 

Clearlyp zuch haii atill to bo learnod about tho rayo in which tho 

provincial bucinaso co=unity invontod thoir roalthol AlthouCh tho 

tondoncy van growing for load morchanto to invoct in ninInC oporationcý 

both of lead and coal, the extent to Which othor morcantilo Croupa 
I* For a diccuncion of the probloma in nuc-h 73 -crury coo It, Graccbyg 

'EnClich Iforchant Capitaliom in the lato Sevontoonth Conturye The 
CODPOGitiOu Of Ducinoon Fortuneal I Lnst fe Propont. XLVI (1970) 
PP*87-107. 



tore Investing in bulky commodities in this poriod in unknowno The 

oldont ratornativo to trade was landod proportyg which enjoyed 

social and political an wall as economic valuco The not yield on 

land throuGh moot of the coventeonth contury vooms to have boon 

3- 31 por cont. 1, lovor than that on trade# thouGh not to the extent 

that van once suppocedo 
I Unfortunately for the historian$ few 

legatees have not out tho available choicest an did Pobort Lowther 

in aýilotter to his mothor in Juno 1686* Vriting from Amatordant he 

voiehod up the ponnibilitioni- 

$I cannot coo that any extraordinary 1; roat Matters are to. bo Gott by 

morchandizing and I am aura there are none here but doo daily 

complaino of the docay of trades I take particular notico what your 

Ladyp writes Concerning Mortgages And cooing that they are so vory 

hazardoung I am willing to lay out the DirZoat part of my money in 

land* In my opinion it Is very Improper for a young man att tho 

first boginninap to trado with his nhole Capitalls therefore if It 

ploaco God I Uvop I docieno to besin with 500 or M000 for a year 

or two* If in Case I find that doth succeed voll and turn to good 

acet It will be noe very difficult matter to Convort the other into 

moncy, 12 
row Its Oracaby#oTho rate of profit in savontoonth-contur-y Enelandto 

Fnaligh HintoricnI RovieW p LX=IV (1969)9 p*732* In 1674o a 
contemporary could make a fanciful clain, that trado yielded nix 
timon an much an land, but apoctacular v: tndfalla and ahort-torm 
gains by individuals should not bo confugod vith tho Conoral level 

of expectations* 
2* Ramsdon Jim? Letter Book I* Lottqrn to Lady Elizabeth Lowthor at 

Ackworth. 213 



It Vould obviounly be overstating the caco to insiot that the 

abconco, of commercial capital was solely rooponoiblo for tho poor 

chowing of tranaport promotionce The wealth and. opondinC povor of 

England remained principally in tho, hands of thooo who ornod and 

worked the land* At a time when agriculturo ran a reservoir both 

of capital and labourp and an indioponzable market for the producto 

of induntryo low farming commodity pricoo could moan that the cavirer. 

of the farming communition of tho region woro inadoquato for major 
lone-term investment cchemose ShortaCoo of capital woro felt most 

acutely at times of low agricultural pricoul landownorn boine unable 

to provide capital and loadorchip, for the development of inductryl 

unable to consumo the products of induotry and tradol and unvilling 

and unable io support tranaport undortaltingo. The docadoo between 

the nostoiation and the Bovolution witnoonod come difficult pariodo 

for landowners and farmers, In 1670# the price of corn in t1to 

Valo of Trent fell to a lower level than had boon'lmown for twenty 

years$ and - in view of the impoverished condition of acriculturo in 

Lincolývhiro in the 167008 - it in perhaps not ourprininC that 

sufficient capital =a not forthcoming locally even for ouch a o=ll 

scheme an the Focadyko, Tho 16801o wore CLICO marked by generally 

good harvests and relative choapneas of foods conditiona thich might 

prove benoticial in the short torm to the artican and labourine 

claGoong fahile, locconing tho funds of thono intoronto which might 

invent in transport improvements. 
1, V409Hockinns, fHarvent Fluctuationo and Englich Economic Hictorys 

1620-1759#t 
-Araills"'RovesXVIU968)i 15-31, 
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I At timos of low fa=ing co=odity priccut lttndovnorn noom to 

havo been particularly anxious to procarvo ostablichod varkatoo A 

number of landlordog ospocial2, v those whoso intorosto woro oxclusively 

agriculturalt seen to havo Dot thoir facou against tho dovolopment 

of internal tranaport# approhonnivo that improvod co=unicatione 

would iricreaso compotition in thoir local markotp and cauce pricae 

and rento to fall. I At a timo whon mw fa=orn supplomontod thair 

income from the land by oneaging In land carrineo at certain times 

of the years it was alco a co=on argument that any axtencion of 

water carriago would be at their expenses Tho vigorous oppocition 

encountered by the promoters of the Dorbyahiro Dorront achomo c=o 

partly from local landed intoronta anxioun to naintain ontablichod 

marketing patterns for aZricultural producog and partly from land 

carriaCop trading and shipping interests dopondont On Oxicting inland 

ports or va-terways. Such interests accumed -- or at loact voro 

prepared to argue in the mercantilist Jargon ot the neo - that If 

the traders of Derby bonafitedt it would = go be at their oxponcoo 

Anothor factor thich must bo takon into account Whou concidoring 
tho failuro of transport Echamoo to got of f the ground in tho throo 

(I. E. junSays Fn; -Iinh Lnndod Society, in the T: ightnonth_ contuZZ 
(1963)spp. 196-7* tHany landlorda were unimprocood by the argumento 
of promoters of navirations that better co=unicationo would 
encourage trade# raino rentat cheapen the water carriago of coal 
and encourage more limo to bo burned for farming use. In order 
to naintain their monopolistic ponition, landornorn and their 
tonanto woro villine to rick the glutting of local marhoto in yem 
of rood harvocta for tho advantaeo of high pricon In yoaro of bad 

4 
: )1 r, 
6*ý i4or 



docades aftor tho Roctoration aroco from EnCland'o political cynteno 

Aftor the repeal of the Trionnial Bill in 1664# the monarchy could 
I 

rule without Parliazent so long an it had tho monoy to do not In a 

pariod when the mootingo of Parli=ont wore irrogular# and whon the 

Consions were often shortp circumatancou woro scarcely propitioun 

for the considoration of a hotly contootod Bill to lmprovo inland 

navigationt which might end up by being 'counted out' by proroeatione 

If landed and co=orcial capital had boon forthcomingg and 

political 'conditiona moro favourablo# would achomov to improvo inland 

navigation havo boon talten up toro coriounly? 'It coomn doubtful* 

In tho poriod under roviov# tho movomont of bulk, low donsity co=o. 

dition doov not scam to havo boon Crowing to such an oxtont that 

proccuro van Coneratod into the oponinS of now Ofoadort routco into 

the Humbar-Ouse-Trent, vatorway aystems. Althou& coal van boinj: 

chippod dovm the Trout in the late moventeonth century from Dorby- 
1 

shirop the North-Eaut coalfield atill aupplied many co=unition 

within the region, At the very end of tho century# tho coalmantara 

of Tynecido and Wearaido acsortod that over 1100 chipa wero employed 
2 

in thin tradoo If thin osticato in accurate, it vould coem that 

ovor 2OjOOO flowcastle chaldrons woro beinG importod-annually. 3 There 
1. Hull bonch Bookst Ms folp, 55o 

2, Infrag Po 311. - 
. 
3, In 1702# there wero 4277 shipa employed in tho oact coact coal 

trade carryine 680 219 Nowcantlo chaldrona, It coeme roaconablo 
to ascume that 400 voccola would carry comothine over 20,000 

chtadrona, 
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in amplo, ovidonco, that coal van being worked in many parto of the 

Yorltchire-Dorbyahire-Nottinchamchiro coalfioldp often within a fow 

milea of hoada of navigation*, Howoverg there cooma to have boon no 

attempt in thin period to roPlaco supplion from tho North-ract vith 

indigenoue Intra regional coalq pounibly because it could not compete 

in terms of price and qualityl pocnibly bocauco it might destroy a 

roll dovelopod inter reGional tradog in which aCrlcultural productup 

timbor and iron constituted tho principal itoma of back carriai; o. 

By tho end of the seventeenth century thoro were more than', 320 

milon of Inland navigation in the Humbor-Ouno-Tront rogion. Efforts 

to maintain and improve these waterways through long ontablinhod 

authorities had proved largely inoffectivos so that a number of the 

ports were faced with Crowing problems of silting and river obstruction, 

and several could only be reached by ; Oacting voccolo on oprine 

tidos* As yotq howevorg the changes which were taking place In the 

or, Canization and tochniquon of come of the principal induntrioc of 

the region had not led to cienificant developments in -either inland 

navigation or road tranaporto 
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III 

Minor Trnasport Pavolution 

(i) XNTRODUCTXON 

The closing years of the seventeenth century and the opening yoara 

of the eighteenth century witnessed a minor revolution in England's 

transport and communicationa. A growing concern that tho coot of 

land carriage should not further incroacog and that highway mainto- 

nonce should be improved) marho d the early 16901no Thin was later 

accompanied by a'spato of Parliamentary activity for turnpilcoal 

inland navigation and the development of ports, In tho roiGna of 

William III and Annev 34 Acts were passed for road improvomontf 

mainly in the southern countica* Betwoon, 1693-1702# Acts voro 

passed authorising individualso or groups of undortakora, to improve 

or extend the navigation of 10 rivern; while of forto to obtain 

statutory powers for the development of a further fivo rivern proved 

abortive*2 in the same years the foundationa wore laid for the 

expansion of several important porto, 
3 Considorablo attontion vao 

focused on the rivers which drained into the Humbor# and on the 

coastal ports of Yorkohire and Lincolnchiro, By 17050 Acts had 
le A., Cossong- IThe Turnpike Poado Of Nottinglu=nhirel 0 Hintorical 

ABSociationg Leaflet 97 (1934)9 PP*30-31. 
2- Willan (1936)v pe2go 
3. Swann p. 33* 
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been passed to improve and extend the navigation of the Trent it the 

Airo and Calder 2, 
and the Yorkshire Derwent3; while Bills for the 

Derbyshire Dorwento the Donp the Yorkshire Ouvoo and the Fonodyko 

had oithor been dofcated in Parliament$ or had boon dropped by the 

promoters* In the Erme years# statutory poworD wore obtainod to 

improve the administration of the ports of Bridlington4 and Whitbyp5 

and the borough of Grinaby made more dotorminod efforto to cleance 

the haven. 

After the lukewarm support for so many of the schemes for the 

improvemant of communications and port facilition within the region 

in the thirty years aftor the Bestorations the vigorous promotion of 

rovived, or new projacto in Parliament requires come explanation* 

Tho objects of this chapter aro threefold: first# an attempt will 

bo mado to discern the factors responsible for thin increased activity; 

cocond, to make a detailed mialycis of the naturo and timing of the 

Various schomos within the region; and thirdp to assess the main 

achievements of the pariod. 

FACTORS STIMULATING TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES 

It is doubtful whether contemporarica living at tho time of the 

1688 Revolution or during the early years of tho War of the League 

1-. 10 Will. 1110 c. 26. 

10 Wille III, c-25. 
3o 1 Anne# C-14o 
4.8/9 Will. III# Co29 
5.1 Anne, c. 13, 
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of Augsburg would have forecast that the country was on the ove of a 

formative period in the development of internal communicationael The 

difficulties which many farming communities had experienced in the 

1680's continued in the early years of the following decade* 2 In 

January 16900 Sir Edward Harley was apprised of conditions in. tho 

West Midlands: - 

IThe noise of the taxes and the deadness of markets fills the country 

with complaints, Farmers in many places throw up their landoo#3 

In November 1691* Sir Charles Sedley indignantly thundered in the 

House of Commons: 7* 

'The country is poor$ tho nation is racked# tho courtiorn hug them- 

selves in furs, and the humble country gentloman is half-atarvod. A 

After 1692, a series of deficiont harvests resulted in price riaou 

for cereals* the upward trend continuing for tho remainder of the 

decade which has boon tormod the hungry ninetios*5 A Yorkehiro 
1. In November 1698# the mont-h wR; 7n_William6f orange Unded in 

Englandt the steward of the Temple Nowsam-ostato was informed of 
the difficulties facing tenants in the Vale of York: r for 

moneys I can not ponsablo gitt any .,, ' our Markitts are coo 
very ill woo can not cell our goods att any price , .*I 

well 
assure (you)'the moneys was never harder come by since I can 
remember. *,. $, Temple Newsam TIT., Corr, 6. 

2, Hoskinal op. cit, 20, 
%. Hist. HS4. Comm. O. Portlatd 1110 442. 
4! Plumbp P-131. 
5t The problems,, of unemployment and dentitutiong, addod to thoce of 

high corn-pricesp. lod to the establishment of 10 provincial work- 
houses in the years 1696-1700. Hoskinst OP-cltos P. 20*ý 
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diarist noted in 1696 that: - 

'* *. all sorts of commoditys has sold very toll ever since the 

warr begung and bears a good price to this day, Wool in 19 and 

20a a stones barley in 220 a quarter and in Yorkshire 2890 1 

In normal circumatanceep rising prices for agricultural produce 

might have stimulated landowners to provide capital for the develop- 

mont of industrial and transport undertakings, or to finance the 

improvement of their estateno Indeed there is some evidence that - 
even in thene yearn of war and the land tax -a number of progressive 

landownerag oevoral of whom wore Follows of the Voyal SociOtYp wore 

taking Particular interest in engineering projects and hydrographyp 

and playing no imall part in thepromotion of inland navigation 

schemos. 2 
Yet it would be a mistake to generalize on the role of 

the landed interest. Apprehension that the development of inland 

navigation would load to flooding led many landownorn to oppose 

river achemosp or t61nsort, so many provisoes in improvement Billsp 

that the original schemes were rendered lar&017 inoffoctive* There 

was also concern that the extension of navigation would moan that 

agricultural produce could bo brought in from a vidor aroal loading 

to a fall in prices in certain established marketal which would have 

repercussions on the levol of rents. 

The heavy incidence of wartime taxation must also have eaten 

into the profits which might be oxpectod as a rosult of higher farming 

pricost thereby lessening the propensity of the landed intorest to 
1. Do la Prymep p*79* 
2, Infraq PO 276. 
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invest in tranaport undertakings. Thoreaby claimed that the Aire 

and'Calder navigation was carried out: - 

'at the Exponce of several private merchants the Proprietors, without 

calling in the Assistance of the Nobility and Gontry as has been 

usual in like cases. ' I 

Neverthelecog landowners convinced that the value of their estates 

would be enhanced if an inland naviCation project was offected were 

not unwilling to espouse or promote improvements* Enlightened self- 

interest seems to have prompted Sir Godfrey Copley to cat on foot the 

scheme to extend the navigation of the river Don above Doncaster, It 

wan subsequently noted of the Sprotborough landowner that he had: -' 
2 

'Judged very well of the Interest Of his own Estate and his Country. $ 

Copley's project thus resembles the achemon carried out by funderUtter- 

, onginoers' in the y6ara after the Pectorationo who were prepared to 

finance the work pernonallys to produce the requisite plans and to 
3 

supervise tho'constructiono By improving the navigation of the D6nl 

Copley would hope to receive sufficient revenue to maintain the 

waterway and to make a personal profit, besides carrying goods to 

and from his estate$ notably corn and coal. AlthouSh frustrated in 

the larger design to extend naviCation to Sheffield, Copley's estate 

improvements enabled certain stretches od the Don above Doncaster to 

1, Unwin#'AGN 11, p, 81, 

? _. Copley MSS. 63524, 

3- Skemptong P-37. 
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be used for water carriage* A fooder channel or $canal' was also cut. 

Thoresby described a visit lie Inado to SprotborouGh in 1703: - 

$viewing the moot pleasant gardens and curious fountainuo statues &C; 

then anciatine Mr Kirk and Mr ArthinGton in takine a level for the 

now canal that in now making from the wator-engino (which in Very 

curious, and-convoya water to a largo load ciatorn upon the roof of 

the hallo a vast height from the foot of the hill) to the corn-mill 

whence he can go by water to Coningsbureh Cantle-on the one hand or 

Doncaster on the other. ' 1 

*ý * a, && *- 
0000&0&a, 

000* 

Capital and leadership from coctions of the businons community 

were Probably more significant in the promotion of transport improve-' 

ment in this period than tho contributions of 'the landed interest, 

It is now clear that the outbreck of a costly war in 1689 was a 

turning point in England's'Senoral commercial development, long term' 

influences being at work to restrict the expansion of the countryle 

overseas trade and shipping*2 With the diversion of capital avay 

from overseas trade in the 1690's, it might have been expected that 

land# which had boon coveted in the past by the business communityo 

would be seen an a favourable - if loss profitable - alternative* 

However# high war taxation made land leas attractive$ the superiority 

of Government, socuritioe soon being apparent*3 However$ Government 

l, Unwin&1ACN I's p, 61. 

2, Davis (1962). p. 22. 
3. Dickson# P-24. 
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securition were not the cola field for capital diversion, At firotp 

the dislocation of war seams to have induced an increaso in, tho 

pressure of investors upon established trading companion. Then 

the likely length and connequonco of the war bccamo apparontl activity 

died arlay and come co=orcial capital van loft'at a loose end. 
1 In 

a mania, for speculation after 1692t capital fell back upon domoctic 

projectog and numerous industrial and co=orcial companies vero 

floatod. 2 

. The excess of capital in relation to outlets led to a douporato 

search for now opportunities for investment* Houghton urged his 

readers to forward information of likely fields for development, and 

of the prevailing conditions of inland navigation in various parts 

of the country: - 
11 understand that the Piver that runs from Loicouter is navigable 

thither within Trolvo Hilen, and it might all be made-co, If those 

VhO know anything of it will tell Hr Newton the Pont-mastor of 

Leicester, he will send me word# and I will store it up$ in ordori 

some time or others to have it made navisablo. l3 

It has already boon noted that Houghton described the waterways of 

Yorkshiro with a view to providing information for those who mieht, 
1. Daviect op-cttog PO, 
2o Grassby# op-cit-o P*746. Between 1691-30 no lose than 64 patents 

were granted# the greatest triennial aggreeato until after 1760p 

and a possible indication of high returns. 

3j Letters for the Improvement of Ituabandry and Trado, 18 Hay 1692o 

224 



voolr. to invent in the dovolopmont of coal or mineral undortAldngcol. 

The neummiter was anxioun that more information chould be Available 

about local'transport conditionap. 

1* ** without doubt, had we much more natural Bictory of our Countryp 

wo chould much morc improvo it; cc; ccially at thin timat wran. 

Companica of Mon are vo eager to entor into Joint-Stocks for the 

improvement of any thine that appeara reaconablo; witness our Linnen 

and Copper Companicoo and the Company that lately Subacribed for Load 

Minea in Waloct to rhichp to my knowledge, a Subscription van made 

in one d*y of Z29ý00 2 

It'nooms unlikely that rombsra of the bucinova community would 

be Willing to participate in the mining bonanza after 1692 without 

EO=O calculation of markot potentialoo The Coneral revival of metal- 

mininC Goome to have beon, based on the axpanoion of merkoto at home 

and abroad, the decline of foreign. compotitions improvemiýntv in the 

technology of extraction and smelting and the crowth of larCe-ccale 

enterprical; #3 Tho revival of confidence in lead and copper mining 

was duo partly to the termination of the Hines Voyal'a rights to 

gold and cilver mines, rich and lone-noClected dopocita boing oponod 

up and worked to give a high output at low cost, By 16959 six 

companies had, been-established for copper mining and cmolting# and 

the same nuabor for developing lead-minosq of which the most notable 
le SUP P P*70 

, 2. I., attern for the Improywient of Hushnndrj rtnd Trttdo,, 3 March 1693, 

3,1jurte . 0'"n-F-11vo p*266. 
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was the London Load Company* 1 

in the 16901v a number of factors were at work which increased 

the market potential of inland coal via-a-vie non-borno coal* it 

il; not possible to provide precioe statietical evidence of merchant 

Bhip lormes suctained in the war of tho LeaSue of Auesburc# aince 

many of the 4,000 vessels which the Admiralty estimated to have been 
2 

lost were ransomed. Nevertheleasq depredations were very consider- 

able, particularly after 1693 when France turnad to war on commerce* 

At Ct time when about half of the total British merchant fleet by 

tonnage was engaged in the coal trade93 the colliern of the cast 

coast ports could scarcely have Como through the war unocathed, It 

in significant that by 1695 the corporation of 111113*t which received 

CUpplien from both Tyneside$ Wearvide and the inland porta Of the 

Trent valley, were forced to take into convideration the rising price 

of coal. 4 

By the beginning of the eiehteenth century a critical otage had 

been reached in the dovolopment of the coal industry of Tyneside# the 

relatively shallow ceams being practically workod out, For examplep 

at Gatoshead output declined from 8861)6na in 1696 to 728 tons by 

1710; while at Whickham the fall was morc startlingt from 1#147 tons 

in 1696 to 673 tons in 1710, Durina the nme poriod the number of 

1. Scottq it 332. 

2. Davin (1962)p PP-315-16. In 1693-4.10000a woro groater in relation 
to the volume Of DhiPPing leaving Englich porto than ever before 

or afterwards until the twentieth century. 
3- WrU10-YO P117 
4.1-jull Bench Books, VIIIO fol. 540, 
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propr16tora also toll considerably f in this area. 
I 

it coems likely that changos in the incidence of the coal tax in 

the 16900a had an important offoct upon zarket potential* There van 

considerable controvorcy in the dobaton in Parliazent between 1694-8 

on the iscue of the coal tax* In 1694s it van onactcd that river- 

borne coal chould be taxod at the came rates an zoo-borne coal* 
2 

There in evidence that the Customs Co=ictdonors wore coon buoying 

themselves in preparing to not up offices near the principal navie. - 

ationa along which goal van carried, particularly the Sevorat the 

Tront and the lluzbor*3 The 1695-6 Parliamentary coozion van marked 

by numcroun petitions complaining that the now impost -cab onerous 

rknd cockinC ite removal. 
4- 

The petition of Charles Ealford cot out 

thato on the authority of nn Act of Parliament, his father-in-law# 

Daniel WiSmoro had expended ovorZ5#000 in improvinE; th3 navigation 

of the river Welland between Deoping and Stamfords the undorta7cor 

beine ompoworod to levy certain duties on all Yonvola uaing the 

wAtorwayg the cost of maintenancep and Any profit$ beina mainly 

derived from the Import or sea coal to Stamford* it was aseartod 

that: - 

I* *, Bofore the var (the navigation) wac worth botwoon 4 and 9W 

E, 11ughen, Horth CountrX 1AfO in the ElChtoenth Century (1952)gpe 

In 1699* vone l$IjOO shipe were employed in the east coast coal 

trado; by 1702 the number had fallen to lp277. 'Willan (1938)oý 14. 

2o'110ft It PP9311-15o 
3- TiUan (19.1, G)tPoIZ3, 
4* 11. of C, JoitrnAls# X1o 375s 378* 380# 386#ý 338* 
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yearly, by reason of the Cheapness of Sea -Coals$ which then rero never 

above 20n per Chaldron; but arc now 33.2 per Chaldron bocaune of the 

recent Act ,,, 5. a per Chaldron laid upon all Coals water-borne o 0,6 

so that Stamford$ and the Towne adjacentg can be supplied with othorý 

Coals, by Land-carriages at a much cheaper Rate*" 

In January 1696, the committee appointed to considar the various 

patitionc against the coal tax reported to the House of Commons that: -, 
is . the present Tax upon the River Coale is become so burdensome 

and arievoual that it vrill. inovitablyp upon the Continuance thereofp 

ruin many Familiens. increase the Number of Poor$ and destroy the 

Navigation of those Rivers which have been a Nursery for Sailors ... 
For no Coale areq or can be, now carried up or down the canes by 

reason of the Land-carriage is cheaper ... 0'2 

To what extent the repeal of the tax on river-borne coal and sea- 

borne coal in may 1696 provided a stimulus for the promotion of river 

improvement schemes after 1697 in immoasurablog butg it is certain 

that many prospective promotern of improvement undertakings must have 

counted on the regular carriage of bulky goods as the principal source 

of revenue from tolls. In 1698 monetary requirements dictated a 

partial ro-onactment of the coal tax# the now Act providing for the 

collection of a duty on sea-borne coal of % per London chaldron or 
3 3,2 Od per ton. The differential tax on sea-borne coal created 

conditions favourable to-the growth of mining inland, any improvement 
1.11. of C. Journalng TI, 388o 

2.1 
. 
1-ýbids 410o 

3.9 will- III* c-13.2,28 



in river navieation incroasine that bins, The tax certainly pro- 

vidod an argument for the coasting trade irtorect - which maintained 

that the development of inland coal for sale in river warkct& was 

prejudicial to the sea coal trade - to uvo aeainat proposed naviCation 

schemes, In June 16981 when two momborn of London Trinity House wore 

instructed$ by an order or tho Uouvo of Toordat to Lnceav the likely 

repercussions of oxtendinG river navigation to Leoda and Walcoftoldt 

they round upon arrival in Yorkshire thatt- 

'the people of null ccom#d noo way affected at the makeing thoce 

Rivera Navigable nor vould they protond to Judge whether the Import- 

atiOn of Coales from Vowcactlo o would be Locenod or not theroby**11 

Six xOntho lator, the cczbcre of the 11'rinity House at Hull wore in a 

Position to pronounce an the issue, in the light of the differential 

coal tax. On 23 Januarý, 1699. they took into conaidaration the 

probable advantages or dicadvantacon of the Aire, and Calder naviCaWn, 

and In particular: - 

'whether it will be prejudiciall to the Coale trade, ' 

The membern precont had unanimounly agreed that: - 

#the bringing in Inland pit coalo vch payee noe dutie (will) be 

prejudiciall to the sea coalo trade. 12 

The full impact of the difforential coal tax cannot be procivoly 

asnossedg butt it o0ems likoly that the Impost must be numbered among 

the factors which enabled the Midlando coalfield to begin to catch Up 

2. Hull Trinity Houno ljoese Vote Book 1682-99., 
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up with the north-eact coalfielcl, Of Crantor Gicnificance 'van the 

demonstration in a growing numbor of induntrial processee that coal 

could be Used SUCCOUBMIly Where wood had been used in tho pant, 

Thus a large potential demand vao created for coalg which could not 
be met while communications wero poor$ but which providod a powerful 

incentive to improve thom. 3. 

0049*0 a006*0 ... SSS 

Arguments that one trading or inductrial, interost could only 
benefit at tho expense of anothor were not confined to coal* They 

were part of the jargon Co common to the ago and to which reference 
has already been mado*2 Such views meant that an attempt to improve 

the navigation of one river might arouce a storm of protest from a 

radius of anything up to sevonty miles, If organised opposition 

failodg the trading groups - who felt that their intorests were 

threatened - often promoted improvements of their own in an offort 

to restore the pattern of trade. A number of the inland navigation 

schemes at the end of the seventeenth century were of thin character# 

contributing to the general boom in the promotion of transport under- 

takinSne' For oxamplej it neemn likely that the particular circum- 

ntanceo which led to the promotion of apill to improve the yorkshire 

Ouse, arose from the desire to rontore the $balance of trade' after 

the success of co=orcial rivaln at Loedn and Wakefield* Pealising 

that their offorto to abort the Aire and Calder Bill had failedp thp 

1. WrieloYe P-7. 
2. InfrRs PP* 15-17, 
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civic'und trading interects at York became increasingly concerned at 

tho state of the Ouse* 

#1 *. a, *0 00&*a* 0 40 &0** 

How far the surveyors and engineers employed by tho promoters of 

transport undertakings were likely to recive extra-professional beno- 

fits from the improvement and extension of inland navigation - and 

would be particularly anxious'that statutory authorisations should 

be obtained - is a matter of conjecture* At the end of the seventeenth 

century$ civil engineering as a profession was still in its, infancy, 

Surveyors, engineers and hydrographers were engaged in a variety of 

undertakings and moved easily between them* Promoters of inland 

naviration schemes within the Humber-Ouce-Trent region contracted somo 

of the leading engineers of the day, George Sorocold of Derby$ who 

installed waterworks in many provincial tOWnss surveyed the Derbyshire 

Derwent and-played an active role in promotinC that naviCationol it 

is also clear that he was not unaware of developmenta in the lead- 

mines of Derbyshire. in 1697, in association with Georgo Gregson 

of Derby$ Sorocold petitioned the Grown for a grant of the 'lot' and., 

Ocopet and barmasterts, place within the wapontake and coke of Wirka- 

worth, The application was referred to the Treasury commissioners# 

but cavoate were entered against any grant, 
2 Sorocold was also 

3 
called upon to survey the Yorkshire Derwent, John Hadloyp who 
1. 'Williamr-ont pp, 48-53-- 
24ý PoR*Os S. P. 44/238/130; TI/44/25. Wirksworth lead miners gave dues 

to the holder of the mine royalties. These duos wero knom an 'lot' 

and scopol J. o. 'dishes of ore, 
3- Duckhamt IYorks*DerwontI9 P-48. 



assisted Sorocold in sevoral waterivork undartakingsl surveyed the 

river Aire in 1697t and was the enginaer rccponsiblo for the initial 

viork on that navigation# 
1 Ho was alao consulted by the city corpor- 

ation of York on the ways in which tho Ouse mieht be improvodo2 

Peter Whalloyp a Nottingham enainoor# was responsible for a watorwork 

undertalzing at Sheffieldp and later contracted for a number of the 

locks on the Aire and Calder. 3 

00 lb 0 40 6a00000e9 40 41. * ob 

By way of a summary$ it may be soon that no one factor wan res. 

-ponsible for the minor tran3port revolution in the lato covont3onth 

and early eighteenth centuries, The exigances of war coem to have 

led to a growing concern in inland transport in the oarly 169019, 

producing loGislation which wan designed to amoliorate road conditions 

with" thO existing frame-; 7ork of local administration and juric.. 

diction, It is not pooniblo to access the offoctivenean of the 1692 

Act to which reference has alroady boon mado, but it is pocnible that 

in the first years at least the meacure'was onforcod, 
4 Robert Mookol 

the curato of Slaithwaito chapel noted in his diary in 16941- 

'Tho law being mado very strict about hiChways Zir John Kaye came to- 

day to view then betwixt Crosland Hoor and Stanedgo, 15 
1. Unwin 'ACX 100 p*80o 
2, Duckham, (1967)#P*55* 
3. Hunterp op. citep pe 159, 
4. Willant'Land Carriat-belp P-203# 
5. Cru=p, Po39. During the War of the LOague, of Augcburg, London 

merchants decided to bring many goods north around Ireland and 
then transport them by land from Liverpool. 
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One of the most significant reporcuesiona of the protracted 

struggle against France was the interruption of tho shipping trade 

and a depression in foreign co=erce, no that a large portion of 

floating capital became available for investments in domestic under- 

takings and industries for which there were market potontials, To 

realize commercial potentialso particularly - though not colely - 

for bulky commoditioup improvements in tranaport were essential* 

The removal of the tax on river-borne coal# the imposition of which 

way have delayed the promotion of improvementap provided a stimulun 

for prospective undertakers* Initiallyg Improvement Bills Boom to 

have been promoted by businoes interests who assumed that now or 

extended marltot potentials would be rouliaod, Once a few Bills had 

been promoted, mercantilist assumptions# and the tendency to emulate, 

led to the organization of other schemes, Improvement was 'in the 

air$ and becamo fashionable. In 1698 Houghton affirmed with regard 

to the dovelopment of navigable rivers that: - 

'Parliamont cee=u well disposed towards such thintp. 11 

The regular meeting of Parliament after the Povolution, and the 

institution of regular committee clorko may have facilitated the 

passaso of Billa. 2 Finallyt the promoters of improvemento in this 

poriod wore fortunate in beine able to call upon the cervices of a 

number of vItillod enginacra. 

17a must now consider in rather more detail the way in which some 

oj the forces outlined above came into play in the Humber-Oune-Trent 

rogion* 

1. YMIlan (1938), p. 29. 
2. Supral P-37. 
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t, * 1110 rXT13(D 4NAVICATIOU TO M1'13Y AND TO UU. 

7hroughout the vocond half of the soventeenth CX-IturY a 17311- 

organiz9d lobby seems to have boon at worlt to vocuro the improvement 

of the Dorbyshiro Derwent# oupportod not only by local industrial 

interests, come membars of the London buainoca co=unity and chipping 

interests at Gainaboroaghp but by othorn in the Chaa%iro aalt'tonno 

and in Stafford, Lichfields Birmingham and Covontry, I Hotwoon, 1695- 

1703s three attempts were made to secure atatutory authority for the 

developmont of naviaation from the rivork Trent to Dorby, but - like 

earlier attempts - waro brought to nothing by toll-orCanizod opponi- 

tion* The controversy is of inttorast for four nain roasona# Firc% 

it is a good axamplo of 7romoters oaaor to roaliso market potontiala 

clashinS with-othar group-a datormined to maintain the atatus quo* 

Secondly* it provides ovidonc3 of tho im; ortant role of Goarao Soro- 

cold in the inland navigation Vchemon of the rat; ion* Thirdlyl, it 

ampkanicca the zeed to study the inland ports of the region in con- 

junction with river navirstiono Fourthlyt it provides coma indication 

of the importance of an inland navigation project In tho political 

life of a 'free=n' borough* 

During the later yoara of the oevontoonth contury the town of 

Derby was larrely enZaeed in tho production of malt and alol partly 

due to the ruccocsful, use of coke for dryinS rialt# 
2 in 1693, Derby 

! '** 11*J*Dycc and Do-Ho Aldcro-ft# Brittnh Trnfin2ort (Lo_i_c_o__s_torOl999)p923* 

20 Walton$ P, 180 
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I, thorn containod 694, familion ''With- 76 lialthouname , ,, ]3arloy fron nout 

Dorbyshire was-oupplomonted from'thn countion of Loicontnrl Lincolni, 

nutland and Horthamptong coal froj, tho Snal: Loyg, 11onnor nurl Do4by, ; "' 

minas being, com", back an the pack horcoss-I Stool-mille Ims Grinding 

tho 'malt waro obtained from Birmingý=#3 -Apart from boing concumod, -' 

in the'town, itsolfp malt vau carried by-14nd, 'curringo-Into the noigh. 

bouring'countiose ' In'1693p 300 load*ý, of Derby-, malt, of, six. atriken a 

load ware carried'vooltlY to Chechiro and-Lancuchiro. 
4 mlt wag also 

santýby land carriagc) to Wilne Fcrryq-toý. botcIjIppod, down tlio, Tront 

for calo-in, tho rivarLimarltoto or - pasoa53,: to', London* ,- Houghton-, notod 

that-malt had also, boon cnrried, by;, Iaudý, to-London: _ý, 
'Formarly, nýcroat deal of klalt,, vaaýlcarried, to the Forry by Land#tvhich 

Is'five Hileo which cont no much an from tho Forry to Ilull by Water# 

which ia, 60ýmilos; -rAlalt-, hzi3.1 boanýcarriodýfrom Derby. toýLondon by 

Land for, 5.1 4A-land'sometimoa-ten Groata'a hundred. veightiand the 

cheapar accordinS-as hezknew, of Carriago'. back, andýthora"ijs not throo 

Bunhol in'& hundr6dwsight#ý, by, which may bo, acon thvdifforonco of 

Dorby Ifult'botwixt-Loudon and'Dorby,, * 

the-ond. -of tho-covontoonth century tho quantity of coal mined 

on-tho''lfottinghumt; hiro-Dorbytihire border maj, havo bcen'approachingý- 

150tOOO tons por annumi a, considerable -proportion- of which, was-boing 

2* Greeng PAS. 
3*', T,,,. -tterr for tbn Tmprovem tint _o 

E_ Ilu, vbl! ndry. -nrd 
Tro de 'jý 28 Arril'1693s, 

4v Walton, P#17* 

5s Lottern for, thq-T-oprovoment of llu6b%tndrX nnd-Trade, 12 V, 07 1693. 
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'by water down the rivcr, Trcnt*;,, ItAkau boon. esticatedl that, -,!, moved 

tbe, town of Derby consumod -annually about 3#OCO loads of coal# mainly 

from theýcol2lcricc of-&=uel RichardL; on, at Exalley and Ilvanor and, ý 

those-of john-, Lowo at Denbv wharo over Z903 haA" boon opue. In the 

porfcctionýof, tx drainago sough*; illoughton-poctulatod"thzt tho wirket, 

potentialýfor,, coko, from-Derby. wan not, inconcidarablot- 

baliovId that London or Placou adjacont might havo Cowhoo 

from, Dorby at ratov vorth while# ifor, they -ray, be -brought from-- thence 

cheoper than Halt-itip of which there, cones a g; reat doal; A Back of 

six, Ducholls in*Summor. may bo deliverod-at, tho Tront-vide for-, ton 

rencepýaud. the WaterýCarriage =Y, easily be calculatod,, by, -Ithoco that 

bring Leadýthoncevlf this should take twould Croatly improve Havie- 

ation', 

knumber ot-traders-iwDorby were-concorned in, tho davolopmont 

and trade of -non-ferrous mineral oreso - Ofý the four principal -outloto 
for, Dorbyehire, lead#. that, via, Dorby 

lead, coateth voyawshil2lugs the Fokher Carriage from the 

Szeltins-! Hil-to Derby# and. half a, Crown somdowntozthe-Forryl-from- 

whentom 't-iE-c; Lrricd by Water to 11U110#4 

Tho, 16901a, vitnOsr. cd a rovival of copper miniic. in'DorbyAiio# which 

seemn to havo been very succeseful at firets For examplot some 

poor,, trades. mon I tado a profit of C2#000 each on a few sharea which 

they- had purchasid- in ýzi mine - at Winstor. 5 By 1693p Daniel Horley"of 
1. Dyonýand Aldcroftq opecite, p*29.1 
2, Lettors 

-for 
the ImErovemant of IjUpbandEL rind Tradoo 21 Jipril 1693o 

3* Xbid$ 28 April 1693s 

4o 
5* lie MuLilton# 01!. cit. s P. 104 - 
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Ashbourne ., waa "working ýa -coppor mino atýCottton aboutz three -miles, from 

Darby, the bullc of the -output ýboing ; orvarded, in'Caaltn'to -a tarohouse 

in tho, town, for donpatch by land to,, "Iilne Forryl, thonco-by wator-to 

Hull an4 London* 

,, Tho - oxpansion of Darby'nas partly roatrictod by tho Inadequacy of 

land and. water comnunicatioaao, In tho tovn-itoolf'ono diarict ro-', 

corded-that: - 

Ithay, carry much of their', carriapa onialodpa to nacure their pitch- 

in3-in the StrO(3tl3ol - ". ýý, 0' ý, 1, . ý-Il 1 1, 

Amore sorious'doficioncy, at a timo "whon tho only rosular linlo. with 

tho Trent'vas by land carriage$ vas -that, tho roads Ioading, into tho 

town, wore Ifoul'and deep, '? 

Tho dostruction of the munimonto of tho corporation of perby in 

the, oarl, v eighteonth-contury has moant, that tho-pronotors oftho 

Derivant Bills in 169.5-6'and 1693-9-cannot bo, comprohonsivoly'ascor-', 

tainede Altz-hough Houghton affirmed that there wan not one wholesale 

trader in Derby#-ho "ro corded, that: ýý " ý-, , -- ,- -t .ý _ý, - -,, 

'*ý* . covoral of theýDurgezses are worth each ton-thoucand Poundo, or 

a, bettor IlonnyO3 ,, -Iý- -ýý IIv --, "v, "I -. I 
1,, hettore-for, the improvonent of lluabandrX and Tradol,. 9--juae-16939 

The sharosýln the'Derbyshiro Company at Winator were first quoted 
in Houghtontaltrado'papor in, Juno,,, 1694 at 23* They remained ateady 
for about. ton monthag after which the price dropped to 12* The 

price, vas maintainud until 1697 WhenitLdropped to 10j and finally 

-in Aud-ust 1697 - disappoarod from Houghton's lint, 11.11amiltong 

ýP. cit. p P. 104* 
2. Celia Fiennons P-170. 
3* Lottery for the Uprovemont, of llusbanjEy and Trndeg 12 May 1693. 
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IIt has'already boon I noted that ý tho 'Issuo, of tho'-Derront na*vii: a- 

tion ras an*important factor In the politice ct'Derby4ol In November 

1695p the frc'o-. en of -tho boroul: h teje anf; z&ed*jn IL 11OAted Olictoral 

contest, subcoquently describod by"o. -ja Of'the'inhýbitanbnj-" 

'Elections aro 11 over am 1': Iad it in peat -ficro p this togn, -, vae 

in ouch ,a fermeint. ' 'Vir. Vornon loct it by manyt 'it in 4mid'it will, 

coat lifmi 0000 Bagnold the town clork in ono# a =all-eatatep no 

quAity'nor good rcputot but co Creat an intoract in tho town as to 

make tho Duka (Dovonshire) at lost -rus6lve his con tho Lord 1. Ir. rry 

CaiOndich 'should join with him . 12 

The Aection of John ]Barnold'vai; *almoct"'cortainly connocted with a 

now attimpt to necure Dtatut6rý'authoiity"for-, tho'iýprovem'. ont"'of 

tho Deriont's for: - 

'thOy iay ýr'nacnallc"'froinds-nro- -the Ca: uoo or jtý'G' 60 13 
Op'ýononts of'the De CC nn Affi, ivlvnt i 'hotio'rithi' 'iý6`tovy -, rzed cub acquentlY 

that 1, m' 

o"'a few mnltstcru and potty Chapmon In Porby, who mind core 

th6ir-own, private-'rain'than tho 1-,, onoral"zood"of tho townp, labour in 

tho n=r, of the Mayor and Burronseri to procure an Act # for c 
ing tho Riv6r Dýrvcnt 
1. sunrap p. 41. 
Z, Lady., Ivyo, to Abili-c-U Ilarloye 

4 Ilovembor 16.1 -5s 
3. Chatsworth'El3tate'l-ISSe Whildon Conoction C*96, 

449* 
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The corporation of Dorby petitioned tho House of Co=ono for 

loavo to bring in a Dillp accortine that the improvoment of the Dor- 

wont would facilitate the carrinl; o of the heavy producto of DortVchim 

- load# iron# marble$ Iplactor and millstonos - which rao difficult 

and costly on rondo vhich voro foxcooding doopel I Six vooko after 

hia oloction# BaSnold ran authorinod to prepare and brine in a Bill$ 

which was read for the firot time in the 11ouno of Cor. mono on 16 

Doccmbor 1695* 21 

The mayor and alderman of Derby addronood lotters to covoral 

towns requoctina cupport for tho Bille On 7 January 3.696j, tho cor- 

poration of Hull informed ito If, PoIc thatt- 

Iveo havo received a letter from tho Mayor and Alclormon of Dorbypto 

docire us to roquont, 7or accistanco in and about tho malting and 

pancins an Act of Varliamt for tho Isaldne tho River Darwont 

Navigablo lahich thoy aro ploanod to montion to un, in an well of 

groat advantaro to the whole KinSdom in Gonorall na in particular to 

tho Town of Derby*, 3 

Tho HaPs's for the Yorkshire port woro roquoctod to act on their ovm 

initiatives- 

'if 7 ou do underotand the maltina tho river Navigable, ic a pub- 

lich. and Conorall Good and if you concoivo It way bo bonoficiall to 

thic Town that you tould bo plonood to Civo thom your annictance, 

in tho camop but it you think it othorvicog then# Gontlomen act 

according to your own contimontaO4 
1. * 11* of---C*--4ournn1!!, UP 3! j8o 12 December 1995., 

2, Ibid, # 366, 

3'. llull'Lattorno L. 1162A. 
4& Lbido 
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The city corporation of Chester woro entreated: - 

$to support the"applicatibn by moans of thoir parliamentary ropro- 

nontativesot 

In all, f'ourtoon p"otiiionu we I ro - pro , conte d. in favour, of , tho Der. 

went Bill# all'of them after tho cocond readinil and ite committal 
2 

on 3 January i6960 Petitions from the j, P, lo of Chochirog and'iroia 

the towns of Middlevicht Nantwicho Staffordp Lichfioldj T=Orth'and 

Uttoxoter'all the saving in land carriagop and consequent 

reduction of wear and tear on the roado which would follow if the 

Dorwont was improved, Potitiona from Birmingham and Coventry in' 

sup I port of the proponed navigation urged that the high coot of land 

carriage''wao 'a limiting f a'c to r 'o n, the' establishment# or axpanniori of 

the metal inýustrios. The importance of the river Trent no a channel 

of ingrono from or 'agrous to the neighbouring countion and LoýndOzi 

was assorted in coveral petitiono. The Bill wao favoured by farming 

and trading interests at Newark$ who hoped for a more ready market 

in Derbyshire for corn* A petition from Gainaborough urged that the 

port would benefit from any navii; ation'-which increased traffic on'tho 

Trent. Lead morchantag ironmongorn and choonomoneorn in London 

aoGertod'that they had a large trado'in Dorbyehirog Staffordt3hiro'and 

Choshirop which would bo"facilitatod if land carriage woro reduced. 

Hany Dorbyýhiro lead merchants and miners also petitioned in favour 

of the Bill. 3 A petition from the inhabitanto of Burton-on-Tr I ont set 
1. Iliste MSS. Comm. 1 VIIII 392. - 
2. Hý of C. ' J6urnýnlnp XI, ' 377. ' Committod, to 67 M-P-18 with an order 

that lall that come are to have voicos, I 
3. Woodp p. 15. 
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out their aspirationd: - 

$that no private Intorost may obstruct the Panning ot an Act #*. 

which will be much for the Advantage of the publickov 1 

At tho came timo a strong opposition wan boing organizod by thono 

co=ercial ifitereato who aacumod that tho improvomont of tho Dorwont 

would projudico their own position and upset tho oxiating pattorna 

of trade, togethor with those landod intaroota who wora, apprehoneivo 

of increasing supplies of corn being brought to Darby# or that their 

ontatoo would be more liablo to flooding, 

On 16 Decembor 1695s tho corporation of Nottingham appointod a 

committee$- I 

'to conoult and draw up reasone to be presented to the Parliament 

againat the panning of a Bill for making the River Darren ,*a 

navigable to Derby*$ 2 

The petition of Nottingham's inhabitants . oagor to maintain 

their dominant position over the navigation of the upper Trent and 

its tributaries - stressed that if the, Derwont Bill was pacnodo their 

own trade with Loughborough and Leicester would be diminished* it 

was also. argued that the Trent would bo-rondered useless for naviga- 

tion; that the land carriage of loadp salt, and other goods would be 

diverted from the town# and the tolls for the U80 of Trent Bridge 

in consequence decline; and that ronte in the countiou of Nottinghavý 

Derbyb Loicoateri York and Lancantor would fa. 11.3 It algo neome that 
1* H6 of Co, ournalsi XIs 409. 

2i Nottinaham'Recordso Vs 390-1. 

3* Woodi po 15. Houghton recorded thatt.. to, * *abundance of Load io 

carried over the country to Nottingham Bridgoc Lottorn for 
the ImPrOvOmont Of Ru-nbandry and Trade 21 April 1693o 
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Vottinglian" collicry, ownora wero-approhonsivo" of incronsing compatitlon 
from Dorbyshiro coal* 

On 20 January'1696p tho'co'rporatioh ofLoicooter' co'noidoradi..: " 

lWhath6r a Potition chnll be proferrod by thio'Corporation to the 

bonourablo tho houco' of Co=ona against makoing tho'nivor of Dairent 

Navisablo, $? ", 

Thin quontion van carriod by, nine voton to fourow3-Patitionc from- 

Leicenter and LoughborouCh ý urgu6d that th6 'extonnion of rivor nav: Li: a- 
tion. to Derby would be prejudicial to their trade and markatoo 

North=pton urgod that if tho project- wao of foctod, it would' produ'co 

a, glut of ý corn'ut Dorbyg-'and lead'- to a fall in pricou and rents in 

that areas" since farmora carriod-corn to Darby' in'ýcxchango for coals 

Approhonsion of Incrousing-compatition from Dorby mltnt'erc pro- 

duced oppovition from other quarteras Thun a patition from Itannfiold 

atronsod that tho, pull of trade to tho souths -which, tho'oponine of ' 

tho, Derwent'ras expected to ýroducos`would, leavon'tho tmrkot'for ita 

malt* It vasarcued, that, any alterAtion in tho'pattern of trade 

would havo other repercuctional for a petition froZ"Bouthwell. - Whono 

inhabitanto bought coal in-Manatield in exchanco for corn -'uri; od 

that if Hansfiold's tradeTin malt declinodg thon tho'-prico which 

Southtell farmers'receivod for-thoir corn would fall* and coal bo 

raoro hohvy a burdon*5 
I* Dyoe and Aldcroftp op#cit#t p*29 
20 Loicenter'Pecordn, Vs 17, 

30 Ibid* 

4# Pe 17. 
50 Ibid. 
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Vigorous opposition came from the" various carrYin'l; and trading- 

intorenta concerned iný the', expoA"of 1bad' via: Chesterfield$ the Idle 

and the Tr'ýnt who, 2ý assumed that one line of communication could not' 

increano"ito volumo of commorco unloo6'othor routon suffered# A' 

pei1116n. Worksop affirmed that corn and malt woro, traded with 

land carriers bringing lead from Derbychiro on its way to Bawtryp so 

that, if le'ad'WOnt via Derbyp exchange would copoo-s Similar argu- 

mont6'wero employed by East Rotford 'and Blyth* Bawtry and Stock- 

with keelmantore and chipmactero petitioned against the Dorwoqt 

Billp assortIng that they wore dependent upon the navigation of the 

river Idle#, and the conveying of., load to Hull or London* Stockwith 

s. hi -pI bu - ild ez; 
IaaI 

nd 'as Doc . iate ,d" crafts argued nimilarly. 
1 

A -petition from the `ciiy corp'o'r'ationý of' York''not. out tha't'thoir 

trade: - 

I doth very''much" -depend on the Navigation of the Riv or Ouzo; and that 

if the 'River Darwent. in tho'County of Derby should be made navigable# 

it 41'1'ýbo' very prejudicial to the petitionoro'et 
2 

If this was tho, spontaneous oirýreacion of local fooling -'which soome 

unlikely a possible explanation is that tradorb in Yorkahiro lead 

wore apprehensivo-that any reduction in the coat of carriage of 

3 Derbyshiro, load might be to their dinadiantages 

1. Woods pe 17. - 
2", H, of C" Journn1s1, XI, 453 

3- Between 1691-99p. 2647 fothoro of lead wore shipped down the York- 

shire Ouse to the account of Richard Taylor and Thomas White 

alone, Newby Hall MSS, 2,185* Elcock Load Accounts, Load mining 
'in upper, Wharfedale was expanding fairly rapidly at the end of the 

EOVOhteenth century, A, Raietricko'The Load Minos of Upper Wharfo. 
dalof# Yorkshire Bulletin ot Economic anl_Social Revearcho VI P-4. 211 0. 



Riparian landowners on the Derwent, and farmers from Radford, 

Bramcote, Attenborough and Stapleford streanod that the improvement 

of the Derwent would lead to the broaking down of bankag the flood- 

ine of meadows9 while fords over which coal and other nececuities 

were carriedq would become unucablo. 
1 

Although the Bill had reached the committee staCe in the House 

of CO. Mmones mounting oppocitiono and the techniques employod Iq the 

opponents of the project, made it increasingly unlikoly that it 

would be reported. 'When the Bill had boon committedg ito oppononts 

had moved in the House that it should bo providod for the committee 

that i- 

fall that come to have voicon. 1 

This meant that any M*P* might attend tho committee and votes and not 

merely those members directly concornede An opportunity wao there- 

by given to delay the proceedings of the committoet or to amend or 

nullify the main clauBea of the Bill, 

Even more serious for the fate of the Bill were the manifout 

divisions of opinion within the county and town of Derby, The 

social status of the jurors of the Grand Jury made it pocciblo for 

them to point out to the Bench what they considered beneficial or 

harmful to the county, The division of opinion within the Grand 

Jury of Derbyshire is shown clearly by two petitions road in the 

House of Commons on 24 January 1696, Onol signed by the High Sheriff 

and several of tho Derbyahire J. P. Is favourod the Derwent Bill on 
1. Wood, P-17. 

2, H, of C, Journals, XI, 377* 
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the Crounda ti2at. tho coot of carriaeo would bo reduced$ and ronto 

advanced, The othor potitiong cignad by 14 nomborn of the Grand 

Juryq affirmad that tho., pro, jocted improvemat vould da=go the 

j; reator part of Derbychiro and would be particularly prejudicial to 

the south-castern parto of the county*2 

A petition from Derby itcolf revealed that the town too wan 

divided on the Dille Thun novcral innIcoopora# burgoccon and other 

inhabitanta of Dorbyg in a counter petition to one procontod by the 

corporationo'claimod that if the Bill paccod it would be prejudicial 

to many of the inhabitanto of the townt- 

who got a livina by the land carriago, of co=oditioul and (if) 

thoy brine corn to Darby, by thic navigation* at a choapor 

rate than the adjacont landomorn-can afford thom &** will divart 

mwiy*of the, farmorn from that marketsý to tho'projudice of tho Inn- 

holders of Dcrbyvt3 

It wau hopod that tho Bill would be defeated no-thatt- - 

Itho town of Dorby'may not bo ite own ruin, 14- 

The Dorwont Bill wao not roportedo On 25 January-1696# it was noted 

thati- ,-141 

1* *9 horo is sovoralpetitione for# and arpinctlo tho Rivor, Darrontg 

g)oo that most thinko it Vill, not pass fow think it, caw doo - thom 

any good ** *15- 
H# of C. Journpin, Xlp 409. 

2. Ilidg lilo. 

. 3* 2.1do 449. 
4', 2lds 

Chtsvorth Entato MBSe tUldon Colloction C. 96. 
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Paucity of records makes it impossible to ascertain the pxponSon 

involved in promoting the Dorwont Bill* In oreanizing much of the 

opposition to the project# the town corporation of Nottingham had 

sought the help of local merchants and tradora. On 20 January 

1696 whilo the Bill rau in committee - it wao decided by the mayorp 

aldermen and burgesses that: - 

twheroaa thozamo cannot be cat aside without groat care and charges 

in fooing counsel ,., if the ... Tradesmen and Inhabitants will 

disburse one half of the said charge$ this Corporation will disburse 

the other half*# 

This van in response to an offer by the traders of tho town to con- 

tribute one third of the expenses involved inaborting the Bill* 

Q0000a 

Although no further effort to secure statutory powers for the 

Derwent scheme was made in the life of that Parliamonts the Derby 

traders made determined efforts to establish a greater moasuro of 

control over one of their principal lines of commerce, Unti. 3. the 

1690's the only wharf on the Trent above Nottingham nooma to have 

been that at Wilne. Efforts to establish a now wharf at Sawloy9 one 

mile below Wilne, aroused the hostility of wharfingora at the latter 

port# and the suspicion of the corporation of Nottingham, It has 

been argued thatt- 

'they did not want to go to Derby themselvea by watorp and so they 

were determinodp in the true spirit of monopoly, that the Derby men 
1, Nottinghnm Rocor_t VP 39le 
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should-noithor, come-to-them by water; norl'go'to'Gainsborough for the 

supply'- 
11 

-_ ý,, ýI _ý 1, of any-ývants they might experience. # 

oný30 August-1698, '-it was unanimously agreed, by the corporation 

of I Nottingham, that3- 

fall the boats'and vessells coming--from Sawloy and-11ilne in'tho'county 

be stopped at the Trent Bridges -the said River, of of Derbyq 

Trent being navigable no further, 12 

The'determination of Nottingham to establishýa'measure of*control, ofýý 

all'traffic passing down the Trent may be seen-from a furthor 

decision*of, ýthe'corporation: - 

#that the Arches of tho said Trent Bridges shall be chainod and 

stopped up, to, prevent the passing,, of'tho'caidboates. -, And thatý, 

whatIchargos of Law-'and suites shall, happen to, be, ýbrought an&: Ox-ý 

pended'in-and"About'ithe said stoppage and chaining up of the 

Arches and-the hindering of-the passages of tho said, Boatos shall be 

tion. j3 borne'at, the-charges of, thie Corpora 

The, Derbyýtraders responsible for the--wharf*at Sawley wero, eoon., ý- 
involved-in-litigation'vith-the, corporation'of'Nottingham*' '-On 13 

Septembor, -1698, - the, mayor of-'Nottingham'and-Uree aldermen were 

instructed to negotiate an interim agreement with the Derby interests: - 

'about the passinge of Boates through Trout Bridges to Sawley 0,4 

It was proposed that: - 

fit they (the Derby traders), will become plaintiffs and prosecute a 
1, To Bailoyq &nnals of Nottinghamshire (1855)o 111* 956-7* 
2, Nottingham Records, V. 398. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Nottingham MSS. Hall Books, 3465, fol-32* 
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Suite at Law : for Stoppinge their boatee at the Tront'Bridgos and 

bring the d=e to a tryall against the nozt Ansizos and'in tho 

interim-chall give such satisfaction and acIcnowledeemont to the Cor- 

poration as'nhalbo thought fitt for their present trospaccing and 

till the tryall and in caso-the Law be against them upon the tryall 

then that tho'y'shall pay and Give such catiofaction'for all-tho troo- 

passoa an shalbo thought fitt by. two indifferent p6raonn'to be chosen 

betrixt the Corporation and Darby men that then, they nhall'-paoso vvith 

their boato and vestiollo till tho Cauno be tryod*l 

In October tho cOrpOiation, of Nottingham appointed Thomac BaSchaw an 

their solicitors- 

$in- the Cau'ac botwixt thic Corporation and Darby man "about, paccing 

wth their vessells from Sawley tothe Trent Bridgea and through tho 

samo*to Gaineborourh. 1 2111 

Tho - muniments of Nottini; ham corpoiation do"noi'rovoal' I the , outcome 

of protracted litigation over tho wharvos'on tho uppor Tronts In 

the 1698-9 Parli=antary soccions, tho insuo of the p'orta of the upper 

Trent bocomon"blurrod in"ý6 renewed attempt to improvo tho Dorwontp' 

and a achemo to extend naviCation'to Burton-on-Tront. 

06 lk 

Preparations had begun at'Dorby, soon after the election of 1698 

to promote a now Derwont Bill* George Vernong who had boon defeated 

le Nottingham MSS* Hall Books. 34651 fol*32, 

loc-cit-s 3466s fol, 6.. 
P11.9 ýr 



in 1695s. but, now returned as Ono of the HoPolo of the boroughp hopod 

to, redoncile tiLe promotors with tho intoracts of adjacout landownorso 

He had adviced, the corporation of Dorby that it, would bo, propitious 

to agroo, vith, the-, riparian intereat bofore potitioning the Houco of 

do=onal. to faci3-itato-the panning ofian authorication Bill*l 
'At 

the 

=0 time# Vernon sought to reassure Thomas Coltoo Ono of the HoPolo 

for Derbyshire# and, tho, Earl of. Chouterfiolds., Cokoto,, fathor-in-lawp 

whose, eataten might. bo affectod,, by, ýho,, improvemont, of tho, rivor, _ 
Derwent,, 

-,, 
On 1 October 1698* Vernon informed Coke that:. 

01 did come to Brotbyon purpose as well to rait, on hie Lordship 

(Chesterfield)# as,, to acquaint you with what some of the town of 

Derby had mentioned to moo I, told my Lord that if you did not 

approve of,, the, thini; p, it van easier to prevent the bill than to ob- 

struct itl, 12--,, 

Vernon was anxious to reaosure. the landownors of his intentions: - 

I hope you wM believe, I.. should, never assiat, or 
'promoto 

any, such 

bill,, without. fu3.1'r, atit3faction, to all, pproono, concerned, and thic 

I hope. will Civo you a real belief of MY intogrity, to your norvice-1-3 

On, 21 NOvember, 1698, 
-, -the corporation of., Dorby addreosed lottors 

X 
to several towns roquosting assistance in tho. promotion of a now 

Bill to improve the Darrent.,, The, mayor and aldormen of Choater were 

urged to. uae, thoir., influenco with., M. Pols: -,, 

'in behalf of an, application about to be made to parliamont for pomrs 
1, Supra, p*23, 
26 Dist* MZS* Comm. # Covmer IIv 379. Thomas Coke wan Vice-Chamberlain 

1706-27* 
3. Ibid, - 
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to make the river Derwout navigable, - 

A letter to Hull streeseds-, 

the great benefitt and advantage that accruoo to this Nation 

in gen6rall 
I by Navigation 02 

The corporation of Hull wore requested to write to their Parliamentary 

representatives: - 

$to desire their Concurrence with us in coo usofull an undertaking, 

And wee will bee over ready to serve you in the like on any other 
ý3 

occasion wherein you shall dociro. 1 

Delegates wore also instructed by the corporation of Dcrby to 

nolicit support from several towns, and from the loading landowners, 

On, 2,4 November,, Thomas Coke#-one', 'of the, principal opponontri of the 

Dorwent schemol was apprised that: - 

#the navigators, -at'Derby and Burton are very bunyo going to ovory 

town on the rive'rg"and petitioni, ngall. people. j4 

The Derby, tradore seem to, have-found an ally in, the, Duko., of Devonchiro. 

In D6cembers-a letter to Hardwick set out that: - 

'this sessions there will be. an offer to make Darwent navagablo to, 
" 

Derby and find-my-Lord Duke hath given hie convent for it, 15 

Heanwhil'O. the corporation Of'NOttiUaham'wore ta1tina the ro- 

quipite steps to meet what was doomed an a now threat to oxiatine 

trade patterns. Having agreed, unanimoualy that any Bill to improve 

I- Hist. MS. Comm-9 VIIII 3920 

2o Hull Letters, Lo1183o 
3* Jbid* 
4. Hist, MSS. Comm., Conor Ili 382 * -ý ý 1, -II 
5* Chatsworth Estate MW. Whildon Collection C, 238, -, 
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the Dervent should bo,, opposedp the cor oration appointed a committee 

to draw, up 
, 
reasons against, the projectg and, that they were to:.. 

'search for writingo about the Navigation from Trent Bridean 

The chamberlains of the corporation, wero instructed to raise L50 latt 

2 interest' to defray the exponcon of opposition. In addition to 

potitioning itselfp, it was agreed that Chosterfioldp Manafields Work- 

sops Blythp Retfords Lincoln# ýBostonp. Hullp and othertowna should be: - 

'writ to for potitionsoj3 

A number of influential persons were approached by members of the 

corporationj notably the Dukes of Devonshire and Nowcantlog the Earl 

of Chesterfieldl the Earl of Scarsdale# Sir'Thomas Willoughby and Sir 
4 Willoughby, Hickman* The MOPOSO for NottinCham9. Viil3. icLm. Piorrepont 

1. Nottingham MSS. Hall Books. 3466, fol. q. 
2, 'Tbide 
3- Nottingham Records$ Vs 399- 
4. Nottingham,, MSS. HallABoolte, 3466g, fol. 9. Philip, Stanhopo, cocond 

Earl of Chesterfield (1634-1714): Lord Chamberlain to queen Consortp 
-1662 5; Chief Justice in Eyrep So of Trent, 1679-85; supported 
Wil2. iam, qfl--Orange. -but; rofused to; take oathe. to himýas Kingo Bishop 

'Burnet of Chestorfiold, 
_c*l69,5:,, 

1He, is vory, oubtlo and cunning$ 
never entered into the measures of William III# nor ever will# in 
any probability make'any great appearance in any othor-r6icn. ' 
Swift of C4ester: field: 'If itýbo-old Chooterfieldg-I have hoard 
that he was the grpatost knavein England, $ D*N, B,, 

_, 
Robort Lokoo 

Earl of Scarsdale (i654-1707); M-P- for Nowarlc#1679; Governor of 
Hull# 1682; ýLord Lieut. of Dorbyshire#1684-7* One of principal 
persons who Soinod William of Orange$ but appears not to have 
approved subsequent proceedings* R*N, B, Sir Thomas Williughby# cr, 
first Lord 

__ 
Middleton# 1711* Sir Willoughby Hickman: aucceedod, ae 

third, bart. 16824 Lord of the manor of Gainoborough, 11, P, for 
Rotford. 1698-1705; M, Po for. Lincolushirel 1713-20* 
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and Richard Slaterp were urged to solicit-p-n interest# and Sii Scroop 
III 

Howes one of the county mombore'vias requested: - 

lto, engaCo what porsbno he can of the houso of Co=oua to oppose the 

nakinj; the Piver Darrent Ilavigablo, I' 

Lan4ownerat vihose'tonants found a rogular markot forcorn': tn 

Derbyg'once'again'opposod'-the Derwent-schý6mo, apprehonciVO"that there 

would be increasingýcompotition and that'tfio tradoin in the town 

o would be able to exploit the pocition, ' , On the other hand$ Anchitell. 

I Gray9who informed Thomaa Colce, of tfie obje6tione formorly ucod by 

landovners largely depondoiýt-on, the market at Derby# conciderod that 

the riparian interest might moro., oanily obtain rodressla'a 

. -as to'what-rilifos t6 proirioiore of'iande upon tho river'ý"t 

concoive may be'oasily adjusted"in-tho'Bill according to proc edent 

in-casos - of the'ýlike nature. g2 

Sir Gilbcrt'Clarke, 'apýrised C6ke'- oi'tho ta6iics whicý the'la'ndornors' 

might'adoptiew 

11 ihiuk`ýit very proper for those" whose ý iiteroat'ii " ic to bo`igaiýbt`ý" 

the making Darvent navigabli'to'JOin in"'a'p6tition an you dirocti 
3 

and when I see the gentlemen concerned, I 'will acquaint them with it., 

Clarke iýs'roluctant to'oppoce the Bill'oponly, Dincol. 

#having no land upon that'vatorp and having io mu6h'disobliged the 
1. Nottingham mm*-Hall Books. 3466p foleg* William Piorrepont was 

H. P. 'for Nottingham 1695-1705. Richard Slater of Nottingham van 
M*P* for tho borough 1678-81; 1689-90 

2, Histe MSs* Comme-, Cow 
-per 11,383.17'Jinuary'1699, 

3. Ibid. ' 4 January 1699., Sir'Gilbort Clarke van HPs for Dorbyahire 
1685-7; -1689-98** 
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tovm of Derby Already, I an not, %Illinv; to cien any papors but cannot 

foreot to havo a Idmdue for my frionde rhon it falls in my way to 

Verve thon., 

The Dar-wat Bill =a road for the firot time on 27 Januaryl when 

it was resolved that the second reading chould be taken in a full 

House* Tho conflicting opinions of the If., PO Ia for the borouGh of 

Dýrbyq and of th'o^coun'ty members bocamo in croacin5ly apparent. 
. 
Gooreo 

Vernon was moct active in promoting the UlI, but the landowners who 

opponad tho cchcio doubtod Týhethor his Intoroatt- 

will prevail much in any hoUco,, ' 

The other mozber tor Derby# Hoary Cavondial"op van villinj: to put off 

tho.. vacond roading of tho, Billp but Vornon waa not. willina to accopt 

any dolay, 04, _ 
Tho I: arquiri of, Ilartingtons one of tho' county mombore 

considarod that: -!,, 

smoing thoro arolso fow, potitions, yot dolivorodl, l boliavo tho HOUGO 

vill think fit to. put It off. #5 

liartington apprisod Coke# the other H*P# for Dorbyahiro of the tactica 

which might be unad to-obatruct and, dofoat tho, naviCation cchomop 

Curzoatinj; that: - 

@if the- Bill should , be Comzitted # 1, think it. will be yory 
_ 
proper to 

=oVo that ý11 who- co'ný'g'ahould havo'voicang iia 
' vo did lact Parlimmonts, 

I* ulat, F=, * commg. co! jer lie 33.3o 7 

2* it. orC. Journml v XXX 1 462 
3* Histo W3.54 , Comm *4'ý Conel.: 11*', 382* At the 1698 conoral, clectiong-, ', 

Uilliam Cavendithp-44arquic of HartinGton# the oldest con of tho 

-Dulce. of Dovonshiro, &. -and 
Thomas Colto of Holboarno noar Dorby woro 

raturnod for thO, Countyj, He=y'Cavondich and Georeo Vernon for the 

borouGh. 
4. Ibid# 385, 
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for otherwise none would attend but those that are concerned$ and 

people are more industrious to promote anything than to oppose it. $ 

This stop proved unnecessaryo On 20 February 16990 the Derwent Bill 

came up for its second reading. 

attend the service ofýthe House#- 

After M*P. fs had been cu=oned to 

the Bill was read for the second 
tine# but the motion', that iIt sho uld, be-c, ommitted_was dofeatod by 

161 votesto 140. Henry Gilbert of Locko, wrote to Thomas Coke a 

few days later: ý- 

II am much obliged to you'for the favour of acquainting (me) with 

the rejection of Derby Bill# by which our neighbourhood in frood 
3 from many present inconveniencesO 

**0#6 

The promoter of -the Bill to extend the navigation of the Trent 

above Wilne Ferry-was more fortunate than the ill-fated Derby traders* 

Lord Paget was lord of the manor of Burton-on-Trent and interested in 

the area. on* visitor described a visit to Psgetle estate at Beau- 

desert in 1698: - 

1* #* and passed by the Coal* pitte where they were digging, they 

draw up the coale, in baskets with a little wheole or windlass like a 

well$ its very good o9o this Parke Is of large eXtent and some of 
Coi-m-. -. Cowper 11,3959 William Cavendish, styled Marquis 

of Hartingtont was old* so of the Duke of Devonshire, He was M, P* 
for coo Derby 1693 

' 
-1701; for Castle Rising 17021 for Yorkshir* 

1702-7* Ionry Cavendishl second so of Duke of Devonshire was HoPo 
for Derby 169ý-1700* Died Of PalsY in 1700* 

20 H. of C, journals# xn, 519 
3, Histo MSS- COSM-le Colmar 11,385* 25 February 1699, 
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those 'pitts'are - in'iti the -channoll Coalesj but the wator has over- 

flow'd somo of them and'spoylld'-their'diggings 11, 

It has'alicady be; n noted that conditions in tho 16901a favourod the 

4' ,, "-,. 2 
expansion of the"inland'coal tradei , Theý-6%tonsion of'navigation to 

Burton WOuld'faciiitato' tho carriagoooflocil coal in tho'rivcr valley 

marketsp and to coMpotomoro effoctively'with coal brought from Now- 

castle and"Sundo , riand to the ports of-tho lower'Trenio Horovors it 

hae-not'provod. poscible to trace a direct connection bet'veon Pagot 

and tho dovolopment of the inland coal trado of the upper Trento 

Contemporaries , tended"io'stross other interests likoly to bonofit 

from any oxtenision'of navigationt ' In"Decombor 1698 it was noted 

that: - 

the Burton and'Stafordshire people and Derbyshire all that 

way are allcoo'endoavouring'to have an Act to make the Trent navie-i 

able as far as-Burton which may Easier be don then Dorronto 

which should it be attained'will be a great helpo to that part of 

the Country, and to the Choesomongorn and Cornfactora of thin town 

""its offer the other day and he tells (London)* I saw my Lord Paget 

0 they hope to have it passe ' 013 M, d* 

Sir Gilbert Cla I rk6 of Chilcote informed Thomas Coke that: - 

Burton-men are very active about making Trent navigable 

thithor*94 

The passage oftho Bill was facilitated, by two factors. Firstly$ 

the trading communities - who had organized ouch vigorous opposition 
1. C31ia Fionnest PY* 197-go 

2. Suprat-pps 226-30. 
3. Chatsworth Estate MSS* Whildon Collection C6 238* 
4. Nist- HSS- Comm-l CoMer 11,383. 
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to tho Dome# Bill* wero moro vdlline to pountenanco nn o: ctencion 

of navigation on tho 
, 
Treat, * In February 1699, tho corporation of 

liottincham wroto to their 

'to have their opinion About the makoine the River Trent Nuvicabli' 

to Burton and thnt they concUlt o memboic of the houce of 

Co=ona upon that cubject and to doniro thoir opinion thorcins 
I 

The abconco of potitiona againct the U11 in probably indicative of 

tacit concont# 
Secondly, stopa were alco taken to'placato the riparian intoroat# 

although the landowners subsequently complainad thats- 

$The Burton projectorn have not dealt fairly with tho gontlemon; th6y 
9 

to ry knowlodeo treated with the gentlemen, and promicod tilat thoy 

would not proceod without thoir concentat and yat aCainat thoir 
.. I 

consenta they havo procoOdedol? ' 

Some of tho conceccions nado to local landornerv wero ciontually 

Incorporated in the Trent Act&3 Thoman Coko# who actively promoted 
the Ull was d1roctly concorneds an lord of the manorn of cantio 

Donirko, ton and Shardlow, Cokolu, rcilo in the Derwont and Tront naviga- 

tiono in not ontiroly cloorg but corroopondonco sueeento that-ho had 

mome intoront in the wharf at VJlnop and was cagor to leace or pur.. '--- 

chaso othor property on the Tronto Such an intarprotation would'ý*, -,! 
IIý 

certainly explain his opponitiOn to the Offorto mado to entablich 

anothor viharf on tho Trout at Barley* Tho landomors woro naturally 
Hall Boolca* 346G9 f01913o 6 Fobrunry 16990 

2,11isto Msso Comm*# Sovmnr 11,335, Foromirltoo Walter Burdett to 
Thomas Cokoo Z2 Februar. Y, 1699, p 

3ý 10 Will* Ills CPZ6* 
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anxious to gain the most favourable terms possible from the promoters 

of inland naviCations6 In December 1698& Coke vao informad that: - 

... Burton men vill no more, agroo with my TArd Huntinedon than my 

Lord vdll sot you the mills* and by the same principle# for he says - 

De minimus non curat lox - and if he cannot bo a concidorable Sainorp 

he will not expose the privacy of hio park and millat or mako Any 

alteration, ' 

DurIng the progress of, tho Tront Bill throuah Parliamont$ a provico, 

was added vhich gave Huntingdon the guarantee he raquirede Thus it' 

was stipulatod thatt- 

! no person whatsoever under pretence of tho navigation chan come into 

or upon any of the lands of Theophilus Earl of Huntingdon 

on the south side of the Trent$ but shall hale their boats on 

that aide of the river next Weston upon Trent in Derbyshiro only 

that no boats shall stop or stay upon that side of tho said ri7or 
I. 

adjoining the lands of the Earl 

The Act of 1699 ompowored P. -r., %Sot tO, Make the Trent navigable from'- 

Wilden Ferry (Shardlow) to Burtonp a diatanco of 19 mU013, No now 
I 

wharves or warohouaec might boý'zot up on the improvod coction with- 

out tho consent of Paget or the lossoos he named* Tho commiacionors 

named in the Act might assess the, inhabitanta of Burton-on-Tront up 

to the cum of 9600# Paget making up the root of the requisite sum- - 
I* Histe JISS, Commot Cowpcr IIý 14 Docembor 1699* Kingla Nowton. 

Robert Hardinge tolThomao Coke# 

2" HbL*R, O, Main Paporog HoLop 14 April 1699. #The gallant but pleasure- 
loving Earl of HuntinL; don rado a special journey from Holland in 
1704 to join with his Whig friondo in throwing out the bill against 
Occasional Conformity, # Holmes# P-410* 
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ini return- forwhich, he ýobtainod - istatutory authority to imposo a, toll 

of 3A, per ton. 1 

The short torm, ropercussionn, of the Trent Act tended to heighten, 

contention on the question of wharfage on the river above Nottinghame 

As in other river navigations of. the period# the undortakora, were 

anxious to see an early, raturn for their, investmont in improvomont* 

In order to achieve, thist it Was necessary to co-oporato with those 

rharfingern and boatmen rho had established connections in the river 

markets. On the upper Trentq the wharfingor at Wilno Ferry, Leonard 

Fosbrookq Was in a. strong position and soon became lessee for the 

stretch of the river Which PaZet had been authorised-to improva, 

However, tho traders of Derby - disappointed of their, own navigation 

were eager to see the wharf at Sawley, on tho, Trent maintainedl and, 

not to become solely, ýependent on Wilno Ferry, 

quarrels between Fosbrook and those Derby traders who were opera- 

ting boats to and from Sawley were soon forthcoming,, In December 

1699, Sir Henry Every sought to convince Thomas Coko'that he_had not 

favoured the Derby intorest'at the expenso'of the wharfingor ab' 

11 have been so far. from 
-encouragins 

tho Sawjoy navicatorn (as you 

term th6n) týat I ith a, perlect'strafigorýto, thoir-designag and imust 
'26, k. llilliam Lord Paget was head of a Stafford- 1.10 Will., IlIl CO 

Sýiie'fýmily. , who had intermarriad-with th6 Foloyap whoco cuccoss- 
ful iron manufacturing concerns had enablod thom to purchat3o 

extonsivo land in Staffordshireo Herefordshire and Worcostarshire. 
Walcottq- p, 67,, 
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take the boldness to tell you that I am no party to or, ancouragor 

of di. rputesol,: 
L 

Correspondence on litigation over the Tront wharvou cueCostu 

that Thomas Coke had some personal interest : Ln establishing In tho 

courta that Wilne Ferry vat; the solo port above Vottinghams In July 

1700s Captain Henry Tate wrote to Coket- 

11 am informed by some of Derby that there i7ill be more triale at 

Leicester about the Darby boats *., ItIs my thoughts you will bo" 

caot at Leicester# for everybody sooma to Opposo a monopoly ... 12 
Thomas Cokoo a member of the Harley group in tho House of Commons- 

which after 1698 played an indreacingly important part in nationalý 

affairs for several years - van oasor to retain one of the seats 

for the county of Derby*3 Two'na-in iscuou divided the county and 

borough' namely, tho incidenco of the land, taxg and tho Dorvent 

navigation schomo., in many placca tho local land-tax adminintration 

had bocome involved in political an well an p6raonal and parochial 

difforoncoa*4 Coke found himself under proosuro from all aidoop and 

there were numerous complaints ofdimparity in aaj3o6=ent. An 

elections approached land-taX diOPUtOO took on a political coloure 
T., Histe mss, commot, coMer 11,394* Everyp and Thomas Cotchott in 

their capacity of JoP*ts had apparontly decided come cause againat 
r, oubrook, 

2. 
_L111-d-9 

401.2-4 julYA700-- 
3* Walcott, pp*86-9.5, ' Thomas Colze (1674-1727): H. P. for Derbyahire 

in 1698,1704 17021 170% 1708; for Gr, -, zpound in 1710p 1713* In 
1702 chosen one of Committee for exa=ining Public Accounta; 1704' 

ono of Talloru of Exchequor; 1706 Privy Council; 1706-27ýVice- 
Chamborlain of the Household, Estate at 11albourno near Dorby* 

4. Wardg P-36. 
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Tho fourcs-. am-toties and anger of the indopondent Tory country 

Contlemon, wero into riviliod, by, a,, sorie 0, or expocuren-of corruptionj": 

C0110 twar, 001icitoua i'. q =inttLinine support in tho borough -of -Dorbvt 
but,, difficultiou aroae: beczýucq of Ida intrauvirance on tholocuo-of 

tho Dc. -, went cchame, 

advisod. tLat t- , ý4 -ýý ý, t 

In Docember 1'1000 tho Derbyshiro rembor vac 

cAn ar4 wico conaist, with-: rour honourb-pray acrmniWtho- 

Dorby menj I an cortain you will-not-havo thcirlntaroat rithout'ite 

I an: hoartily vorry, you, did not do it, -whon I dealred you* 

In Docomber 1704 7homavCoko, ran through r. 133 in a few-daye, at Derby*3 

and -trio taontlis - later was requsatint; --a. local clerMnan to cound out ,, 

opinion, in the borout; h sT4 -- 
I Ac-cording U yoýw doriro I went 

ý 
to Dorb. Y I havo inclocad 

Francoyal lotter by vdiich,, YO4 will aco how tho faction rune* I do 

think that 
ý 
if. Wou.:, voluld ploaco to. -doal more WiWthe-Derby trade=on 

It ulsht turn to 1; ogd Ount. 

In I; a. Y 17028 yrorarationu,, woro bainS m; jdo for the first . noral Cc 

election of, Axwola roian*,,, FrOm,, Viiln, 3# Leonard, Fo *brook informed 

Coke of political conditiona, in tho-, couuty, aM borourh of, Dorbyl, and 

or tho activition of tho. onSlnocr vho had doneýco nuch to develop 

vi-atcruork undortoicinse in taxY, t. owns, of I-'. nc3. on4* Tho vrontwiicwtinger 
1. TURSt P-13M - In- 1701o the_Tpry analMitry IntoRat becamo ovor- 

jjtOjmin,,;, j. v dominant : Ln Var. liazont, 

2S HiSte IISS, C0=40 Co", ýr IXv 412. 
3* Plumbs pecNe 

Hirts Msso Comrsoo 2ovrer lip 450,6 Rove John TrouShton to Cokc* 
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promicod Coke''that: - 

'I viill'do, you and Mr Curzon what sorvico I cant but hopo there will 

bo no opposition, # tis only Mr Sorracold that otirn the coal and 

puts Derby men, upon gettina up an account for himoolf and'somo'Lon- 

done'raoll 

Georee Sorocold# who, had inctalle&-, tho waterworks at Derby in 

1692 - possibly his firat major contract - was now an onginoor'and, 

hydro&Tapher of national ronovm. 
2 He had married the dauahtor of a 

leading'Dorby apothecary# Henry Francisp butt from hin various under- 

takinga# it acems unlikely that he spent "any loneth. of 'tima, roniding 

in'tlio to=*-3 it is not poscibl 
,o to ascertain whether Sorocold ran 

tho ongineor consulted when the Dorwent scheme wau promoted in 1695 

and 1698, although he was cortainly interacted in the fortunno of 
4 the lead minco in TIrksworth* 

11 In'1702# Sorocold rac again in Dorbyp whero he was responsible' 

for the construction of a aillt ttill for Thomas Cotchetts a local- 

J. P. and'barriater*5 The'prosonce of Zorocold in the borouahýmay' 

havo, prompted tho Derby'tradarn toýraiso'tho Dorwant schano once 

aCain. It is possible howovor that-tho initiativo camo-from the 

engineer* ilia work at"Rotherhithe dock# and the London Bridgo water- 

worka-had enabled him to-mako'important contacta in thotcapital and 
1, Hist, mss. comm., CoUer IIIj 7e 

2. ftlliýmsons Pe 50. 
3, Ibid, pp. 45-6. 
4. Supra, po 231. 

Theý Life of Willinm Hutton (3rd'Od. 1841), P'#19.5. 
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it sooma -not improbablo that tho rovival of tho Dorwont schowc maY 

have been designed to develop a moro extensive trade in Dorbychire 

load, Conte=: )orary corrospondance aloo sugGoatn that oxtra-rogional 

factors may havo playod a part in tho tinina of a now Bill. Thus 

in April 17011 it was co=unicated to Coke that the promotion of the 

river schono seemed. unlikoly in the immodiate, futurot- 

Itho Derby gentlemen have said nothina lato3, y about the Vi1n6 Ferry 

matter* I presume they vrould have Mr'Stanhopo gono# or oleo fir' 

Parker at Derby. " 

A year laterl preliminary steps core being talcon for the promotion of 

a now Bill* 

S 5* .. 0" II.. . 
_S. _. 

pronpoctivo undertDI-. 9ra of the Dorwont navication who promoted 

the Bill of, 1702-3 were nont3, y leading figuron in tho Govomment of 

the town. ThoMas Carter was mayor in 1698 and 1701; WIllian Francis 

was uayor in 1697o, 1699 and 17009, and Francis Cockain was mayor in 

17031 1711P 1721 and 1733* 2 Henry Gilbert was the son of Soroc6ldi'o 

partnor in at least ono provincial vaterwort. - mdortricing, and hnd 

ontered into partnorehip with a numbor of advonturora in tho loadmines 
3 

at Wirksworthe John Burrows was ono Of tho commicnionorn for the 
1* IISSi COMM., 

_C_O_LT. 
Or 11., 424. Thomari Stanhope -van -rýO-Vjjj-ned an 

M. P. for Derby in 1702, Thomac Parker (later Earl of 11acclonfiold) 

was Recorder of Derby c-1698-1710, 
20 Lifo of William Hutton j. op, cit, g. p, 195. 
39 Coko HM. : LOP-/47/610* 7 July 1702s Leane and roloaco 1/96 part of 

a lead mino bought by 11onry Gilbortýjun, from John Shore of 

,, Wirksworth* 263o 



land-taxj, vl,. o war, promine. nt ir, the faction rldch cauGht to coitntor 

the Nfluonce ef TO= COW Too in 1702t tho Derbychira R*P* 

=a premed to appoitt friendc cz co=icr_ionoru for rcrby to dofond 

Lic supportcra from unfair taX &zscV=eutG* 
I Coho ims appriLed that: - 

$Zeveral of your Derby frienda are very unaacy about. the Ccumicalonorn 

for the Land Tax, especially at Hr Burrowns cho they cay ic partial 

and very opprescivo to the=9 and is the chlof prorotor of it& I 

hope Hr Curzon and the Burgoncou will find a way to leave hir. outt 

and that there may be a numbor in Darby qualifiod to ect, as till 

b. alance your enemics thoro*02 

Tho romainina namod undortakort; rioro Muporius Turnor nnd Abraham 

Crompton*3 
By tho autu= of 1702i Sorocold had complotod the curvoy of tho 

Dorront and had plannod tho requisito workri to oxtond naviCation 

from tho Tl*nt to Dorbyo Uforta wero alco ratio to roaccuro and 

matinfy tho riptarlan interocte On 12 Octoberl Robart IL-Ardinp 

info=od Colto thatt- 

'Tho Hayor of Dorby iuvito4 Sir John (Ilarpur) and Sir Rat Curzong Mr 

Curzong Ts'altor Durdottj gr Ilarpurt no azd somo more* I cupposo it 

was about tho HaviCation **& fir Alons Btanhopo dran%, proppority to 

tho Corporations vo I suppoca ho ic catictiod. 1 

Cm 17 Iloyamber. 17029 A patýtion =n road in tho lJouco or Cormone 

fror. -tha corporationo salPting out that: - 
1. ;,, Ictrd,, p. 3ý* I 
2* Ilists 11Sst, Co=90 Covior 111,17* Bobart Ilardingo of Ringl; Hoiton 

. 4. 
to Thomac Coke# Z4 Octobor 1702* 

3* nists XSS* Co=** Us or to 1,10so NeSs V, 181s 
4t, Hicto IIZZ� Co=oe £=er lIie 12. 
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Derby in an inland town but hath a largo River running into 

Trontp within nix 11ilos DiEtanco of it and 
I 
tho County of 

Derby abounding with groat Storos of heavy Commodition an Loadl Xron# 

flarblop Plainter, Hilctonon the Highraysp mopocially toriarda 

the River Trent, being oxcooding doopt rondors Land Carriago vory 

difficult and wxpenaivooll 

To remody thico it waa affirmad that John Burrown and other under- 

takers had propocod to mako the DorT: ont llavigable: - - 
at their ovm Charges ... (and) to build a, convoniont 

Doclc,, and wharfat for tho Bonafit of the caid Borough and the poor 

thereof 

John Harpur and Thomac Stanhopep, the two HoPoln for Derby wore autho- 

rised to prepare and bring in a Bill# together vvith Sir Thomac 

Dava3-Iv tho Pecorder and We for Ilarwich. 2 

The promotera rocognisad tho nOcOEGitY of precenting thoir Bill 

enrl. y in the Parliamantary sousion. On 24 Ilovembor# the Bill wao 

road for the firat timos and a. wook later it vmn committod, 
3 Unlike 

tho proccadinga of 1696 and 1699, thin ums not an open committee, for 

no motion had been carried that all tf*P,, Ia miCht attend and have votev. 

Onco again,, commorcial interesta in Nottingham coucht to frunt- 

rato. tho denign-of the Derby promotern, On 30 Novombor# it ran 
I* H. of G. Journalso XIVI 
20 lbid, John Ilarpur vae a Tory who reprecontod Derby in tho firs3t' 

three years of-Aniols roi&nqp Career seems to indicate littio 

personal ambition. Holmes, p. 286. Davall$ a London privato bankoro 

was li. P. for HarvIch 1695-1708. Alco a contractor for rcritting 
Exchequer paymentee Walcottl P*1939 

3 H. of C. Journalb$, XIV9 4409s 



agreed by the corpozatioU that: - 
I. 'Ur Mayor and tho ceveral Alderuon do talw as many an thoy think fit 

alone, vith them and go thro'uCh their respoctive worde and colloct 

jvhat money thoy can towarda opposiziLp tho River Dorwantat 

Tho Earl of Chas"terfield and Sir Thomaz'Villou&by %voro rcqu6cted to 

assist the corporation onco more# and the HoPols for Rotting W were 

urged: w 
2 'to uno their utmost Endeavour to oP, pocc the Billot 

Several petitiona waro roforred by the 116uso of Commolla to the 

co=ittee appointed to consider tho Dorviont Bill. Timing rac an 

i=portant factor to both proinotera and opponontuo On I Docombort 

the day on which the Bill "war; uo=itteds, t'h,., motion to r6for ý pýtitioin 

from Xottingýam wac roJecteds ar, wac a petition from Nowarh in favour 

of the Dervent project*3 Other interonto wore more fortunate in 

having thoir argi=entv for or againat the Bill prosentod by Counsel 

to the co=mittee. Potitiona from Bawtry, WorkL; opq and from coveral 

landormora within Scarndalo hundred against tho Bill arguod that tho 

c,,, xtenE; ion of navigation to Derby would upcot oxictinC pattornn of 

trado in the ox. port of lead, Although riparian intorouto did not 

malco a concertod offort to opposo tho Bill, uavoral lanaournera in 

tho south-wastorn. part3 of Dorbyshirep from Long Eaton, Totong Wils- 

tropg Broenong Chilrollo Attorboroughp Draycott and othor townchipa 

1. Noztingrham Pecordn, VI# 1.5. 

2, Ibid, William Pierrepont, and --- Gregory$ JJ, p, 'a for Nottingham 

3. It. of C. JournnIns 7,1V* 60,. The yetition from Nowark outlined 
tho advantagow-Ithat the caid Town (Newark) and Partoo adjacent 
abound with all Sorto of Corn and Graing so that groat quantities 

might bo cold into'Derbyehirel-at moderate Ratoco vioro it not for 

the Dearnocs of Land Carriage* ol Ibid, ('12. 
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lying near tho Dervent and Trento stressod that if tho navigation 

Tim) of focteds pasturoland would be apoilod through the halina of 

boatol and that fords across the rIvor would be rendored Usolons, 

The promotern of the Bill were naturally caCor that the Bill 

should not be delayed at this stage, On 23 Docombert it wan 

ordered in the House of Commons that: - 

ýthe Report from the Committee to whom the Dill for making tho River 

Darwent navigable# was committed$ be made upon the First Day of the 

nitting of the House after the'intended Roces, 902 

On 4 Jan'larY 1703# the Bill wan reported# and the Ifouco accoptod- 

neveral amondments. A clause was also agreed upon# thatt- 

$no works for making the river navleablo nhould bo done on the oetatee 

od the Duke of Dovonahire and of the Earl of Cho st arfield' without ', 

their consent, 0-3 

Five dMra laterg the cnarosmod BiU pasood the Commons, 4 

The Bill which wan carried to the Houno of Lorda wao hold to be 

nocer; sarzr: - 
'to cheapen the ratoo for carrying load and other norchandise and, , 

incidentally to presarvo the highways in Dorbyahire. 05 

To remedy thin, seven undertakers ware ompovered to rako the Dorwont 

navigable for all kinds of boats from Derby to tho junction with. 

the Trent. A body of % commies, ionorD were named to modiato botwoon 

the uadertakers and the varioun riparian inturestoo- -. Ao in other 
1. H. of C. journni-of XIVI 67; ?? t Ble 

2. lbidg 94* 
3- Ibid 
4. Ibid. 

. 90 Hist* MW* Co=. # If. of To, Mol"S. 9 N,, S. V9 181o 
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inland. navigation Bills of the period p the commincionara were om-m- 

powered to. empanol, a., jury, in casea where no 
, 
aGreement could be 

roachedl who would, hear the evidence and give their verdict, The 

undertakers zero authorised to impoov a toll of Rn Q par ton on 

merchandise carried botwen Dorby and the Trent,, &n(I ir. 
-proportion 

for lamser dintancese They were to mako-a, banin and wharvoo for 

boats. at the Morledge. in Derby# the corporation being ompoworod to 

receive 2d per ton wharfage on all goods loaded or unloadod thorog 

the money, received being used for tho clothing and education of, tho 

children of the poor burgennes* The powers which tho undortakorn 

hoped to obtain wore to last for a term 'of novon yearn after rhich 

thoy, would lapL; o,,,, , 
In addition to, claumen and provisoos indemnify- 

ing the property of the Duh. 0., of Dovonshiro and, the Flarl Of Chontor- 

field# the promotorn had recognised the noconcity of makinC other 

concossionse Thuo a ClausO 'WaG included, for the protoction of thO 

malmon fisherion alonS, tho Do-mont. Tho Bill also atipulatod_that 
I 

no othor-wharves rere to bo created on the river except by Thomau 

Stanhope, or by, the mutUal consent Of tho undertzkorn and, co=iuui-, 

onerm, 
l 

The promoters of the Bill drow up Pennonn to convinco the 11ouco 

of Lords of the advantages of tho propoood navigation, 
2 It wan 

10 Uote MSS* Corz, # H* of L. 1ISSoo NeSe VI 181* On 7 December 1702# 

John Akrodo rrote to Coke: - 'At thd desire of John nowham 

of Whittington I give you thin trouble, 11o in much concernod at 
the douiCa of malting Dervent navigiLblol bocauno of hin omato 
lying a couridorable longth by the aido of It, When this nattor 

rao formerly in asitationo he received a letter from the Corpor- 

ation to preserve him from danago* 

20 D; PSL. Document attached to Sorocold'a map, 
29A 



af firmed that, its prime', purpose. 
1was 

to cave land carriage, c: xponsov 

botwoon Derby-. and rMlne Ferry, the quantitioa of heavy Gooda boina 

conveyed alone, th, -It route being so 
'grcat: 

- 

I as to nake this land carriaeo of five miloo, vory conaiderablet 

An emimple, was citod of 1#000 fothoru of-load which were conci&-nod 

every your to one London raerchant, TALich paid 5. a a fothor for land 

carriage between Derby, and Wilne Ferry* : the total corit amounting to,, 

9250. It ras arj; ued that: - 

'the cheaper lead can be brought to, raarket the moro oncouraGemont 

there will be for. 
'advonturert 

to Cott it# and will onablo them to 

give better wages$ rhich will bo, advantageous for zany thousand 

ftmiliea that depend on. eettin& load. ' 

It rac also zaintained that the- Crolwn would benefit from any oxpansion 

ofl load min: LnS; - 
'the 13th dish of, all lead, ore, aottea in that country boing paid as. - 
duty ,. * under the tame of Lotto and Ovary Load ofload Oro paying 

further duty of 6.1 to the Crown which in callod Cope. ' 

To countor argumonts that the Dorwent navigation . would lead to a 

decreace in trado along, other routast it was ansortod vilth rogard to 

the Derby scheme that the river improvement contomplatod wau over , 

such a short distanco that: - 

$it will ver' little divert land carriage which now pacooth othor 

ways, especially Ugh'Peaks and all that send Load to Baritroo throf 

Scarodalo will be able to sand to narkott, by the same way thoy 

now goe 3 or 6, a a fodder cheaper than by Derby (even) rhon the 

navigation is porfactcd*vl 

1.11 D., P*L. Document attachod to Sorocoldfa map.. 
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; _ý-, orie-or tho, principal--objoetc of, thuýpromotorn wan to roliave, tho, ý 

tradinG community of Darby- from reliance, on tho wharfir. Cers r. t Wilno 

Ferry* '-Ponsibly, an a reflection of a =ajor veaknoon of tho upper 

Tront - undertakinj; j . ono rear-on set down in lawour of tho bill wan 

that a publiCLVharf, vmu1d bo cot up so that: - 

Inone may JLnrrosa-tho navicationell 

, 
Flually#-it-vau hoped that a. povorful arl; umont vith tho Houce of 

Lords would ba that no p3titiona had boon procontod to tho Co=ono 

againat, the Ull from riparian landownora. 2 

Tho corporation of Nottingham wao'coro auccounful in ito opposi. 

tiou in the, uppor nouso. -., ýý It i7as decided. that a potition should- bo 

-prosoutodp. and Alderzan. Smith and, Benjamin Groon wore doputod to I: o 

to. London to provo, ito allegationa*3 Interouto dopandont 'Un thD 

Idlo-Tront Azda of, cozaacrco -onco, again vJLI,; orouuly oppocod tho achemoo 

'Potitions from. Ghuatorauldp iAnd. grom landomora iu Scarodule hundred 

assorted that it tho navigation vau uffoctedt it would doctroy tho 

land carriaj; a of loadg, ironp and taillstonoup boviden wkicli tho price 

or corn wuld bo lecoonod, Vaich wuld have carloua roporcussiona 

upon tho level of r, ýntc. , 
Tho uhippore and traders of Stockvithl % 

Hictarton# Kinuoul Ferrv# and Buttorwick woro alao approhonnivo of 

any pull of trado to tho couthp affiruina thati- 

Mere is a 6: roat trado from the Tront ports to London, Uolland, 
Vj-P#L* tO. SOM703TV8 zap* 
Loc. cito 

3,, DIcOrdP. VI, 16. 
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lforwicy'iind other'ýorts in 'this -Kingdom and boý6nd coas in'leall mill- 

stones$ choosel Covi and-othar marchandizes brought via Bawtrv. f 1ý 

The Stanhopo f&zily of Elvat3ton, playa -da controvorcial role. 

Alexandor StanhoPel who had previously reachod an underetandinG with 

the corporation of-Derbys"now prouentod aýýpetition againut tho Bill# 

on behalf-Of a rainorl, -William Stanhope. Howavorg a counter potition 

of Thomac Stanhopot OnO Of the 11*P., 08 for Dorby - who had cocurod 

certain concossiona'in, tho Bill concerning wharfago - not out that 

lie had: - 

Igood reacon to believe-thatArilliam Stanhope van not privy or con- 

senting to the petition procentod by hI in Trustoo-(Alexandor B. ). 03 

Thomas, Stanhope dectzired 'that he could not concoivo that: - 

$intended-' , navigation, . can in' "any -, cay. 'projudico William (Sta . nhope), 

he -being-tho Voiitionorl a, ioungor brother and having no ontato on any 

of the land af fuctod but In remainder after the doath of tho Potitionor 

n 0, jý, a cocond b a' d'Charl u, Sianho hi rothor and thoir hoirn. 1 

On 13 January-1703P the Dorriont Bill 'wan'road for the first time 

in th6llouco of'Lords, and an I attempt to postpone the socond reading 

of the Bill for a forini ght vau fruntratod, Il- 
On I Februaryo Counnol 

lv 11. of L. JournDIn, XVIIj, Z5.5o, A, petiti3n against M Bill wins 
proconiOd by Bawtr_'y. 'Intq`re'a't's ý. _, rifgned by Thcman Linter and 69 ot , he , re. 

2, Thid. 

3. Tbido, 

4., Tbirl pý 232. A notion: -# whather this. Bill chall bo, road'for the 

second time this day fortnight' van defentodg and it van ordarod 
that the Bill should be read that day week. 

aln ý 



Was haardl and vit, "Livasev vore Oxaminod to yrove tho L"'JoCatjona of 

ýha 7ariouu petitiou, 9', t1ja J)rozotomi buina- sivon an op; ýortuAity to 

rp0.11 a a Iv Councol on behair of the corporzitio or notti, igh L, tttbo ted 

that it the Ijoruont uchozo vian oi1cetedo trado thich hAd provioucly 

contred on Trent bridip would bo divertod,, na that: - 

$It uIll cul,; off co=unicationoll 

illltna3nos callail to provo tho allocations of the potitiona frum 

Scaradalo and Chostorfield afrirnod thatt- 

'It will talto avay about 10j, 000 carriorn thin will intorrupt 

coveral, tow. w of thoir v. holo carrinco. 12 

A propocz-a that Counsel chould be hoard ou behalf of tho minor# 

William Stanhopol, was rojectod, 
Councol, oA ýohalf of tho promotern atartod thoir cnvo by chall- 

onginG mono of tho vitnocaun called by tho other vidoo Thua It won 

complained that Benjamin Green# board on tho alleCationa of liottineh=4 

was diroctly concerned$ havius vienod tho Petition aGainat tho Bill, 

To justify'tho Bill# it van claimed that the promoters vzoro. moroly 

endeavouring to rcduco tho coat of carriage of load and other Zoodu*3 

"Sorocold Cavo details to tho, Houco of tho vorica ho doome4 aeconuary 

to extend naviCation, notably four now cuta and nino loclcu*4 enjo 
act 

* 
114VA3 

* 
00= 

a *it, of I's M-191 HOBO VP -181. Nunn; i ToUT for 
aunjenin Orton vittevLo 

20 J. hida Jobn Scorey and Pooley witneares. 
3. 

ýIbids 
182. councal Phipps for Dcrty. Thomas Parker the 110corder 

witnars for tho promotorne 

4a Skolvtont P&43* 

1". 72 



1. 

*80P 

t; heste Id 

Will ;,. Or h C, 
1,41 

t. 

,, Ntansfield 

or 

ý, 4rj ý 1, 'evlarlý 

'ol-Aingban 

. '; 'err%f 

c, "I'molik-filAg ýfjjjj 

14 

Aru a ZSUIIýtc)'! 
MaP ll'), i"he 

r, al 



c4aincer calculated that if the Dorrant ochemo -; -, an of'rectode and tho 

undortakorn chareod 2, a 6A por ton an Cooda carried u- p or dotn.. tho 

rivor from Derby to tho Trents it would axio !;. a 6"d in the pr. -Ico thon 

baing paid for land carriago to 4ind from 10-Ino Forrye Sorocold 

attoctod that, havina Itnoun the region for moro than rAxtaon yoaral 

he van famll'a rith loctal land carriage zntoag and. that load frou 

Vowsloy mill in the, Meh Paah ront via Choatorlield to UU-Ctr; r nome- 

timee for 5.2 per tothers cozetizon G, or %in vintor# A map van 

circulated to chor that tho northorn route for the export of Derby- 

chire lead$ ucine land and water carrineo botroon Porcloy and Stock- 

t-Ith wav over a distance of 38 rAlove On the othor lutndj tho 

di"-tczco froz Porcley to Stockwith via VirItcriarthp Dorbyg and Wilno 

Ferry tan 76 r-Uoc* Throo Ozervationn =y bo =ado on tho attempt 

mado by tho Derwont promotera to cbov; that - ovcn . 4f navit; ation van 

oxtended to Dorby - load traders vould atill uce- tho northcrn route* 

Mrstlys the northern routo Izvolved the land carriago of lead over 

a distanco of 21,8 nvilost whereas the couthern route rould moan land 

carriaf; o for 16 niloo it tho Dorront T. T-n improved# or 21 milen it tho 

pack hor&o nodo of conveyance vas unod all tho tzy to Wilno Ferry* 

Cccor, M, V, a ralne inproccion In avon by týý. t: rotniley W3. An tito 

ntarting point for tho Calculation of tho loiq; th of both, routon-0. TM'Ohuc 

. 
load for tho =, =Let at Derby vould come principraly from the southorn 

part of tho aining area in Wirksworth rapontrdzop no that the Pervent 

cohono =Ud nann land carrinco only over a dictanco of about eight 
10 Hint. Im's. co=ý"'j )is or T'--1Ln2-. q 119SO VI 182* 
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miles,, --rinallys although Stockwith was port,; on, the Tront,,, for 

tho-northern route# any lead which, went via Derby and Wiluo Ferry 

would be tranchipped atýGainnboroueh# so that another three milon, _- 
chould be deducted from tho'couthern'routes ýTo cum ups, tho; vouthorn 

route over a distance of 65, mileop would-includo-only oicht nilec,,,,, oU-,,. 

land carriaCe if the Dorwent was improved; whoroaa. along the 38 miles 

of the, northern routel" 28 miles vms by land carrivZo., 
1 

Soon-In those 

termajýand taking into consideration contomporary assumptions about 

the nature of internal trades it ic acarcoly curprining that the 

scheme to improve tho Derwent should moot such otrong opponition from 

interoats, dependont. on other routoa,,.,,, 

The House, of , Lorde, having,, beard,,, tho argumonto from tho, trading, 

communitiov# attention ran turned to tho, attitude of local landownem 

Further ovidonce, wao, provided of, tho ambivalent attitudo of Alexander 

Stanhope.,. Although Stanhopo had. informed, Sorocold and, tho promotero 

that ho would nots- 

'go. over, tho threshold to, hinder thc, Bill', 

axitnaaj3 for tho. Billp Samuol Reathcotel declared thatýtho landowner 

Was: - 
Idiagustod whan, LUla vero. -passine of thia, kind,! 

Having heard counEelfor and against. tho Billl, tho Houro, turned 
1, D*P*L* Survey of tho Piver Doryientin the countj of PorbE 
20 H: Lot* MSS* Comm*# U. 

_of 
L. M, 55*9 NoSs Vg 182* Samuol Iloathcoto 

Gubcoquently had financial intorents in tho Looda watorworks# ofie 

, -, of Forocoldir. undertakJxga. Heathcoto's will$ dated, 21 November 
1723) innntions all hin'raterrorka from tho river Aire at Looda, -' 
Will proved 14 April 17? -4. Add. IISS. 24l470 fo1*258. 

I 
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to tha quontion of whothor it chould bo furthor procooded upon, 

llovovorp tho rotion that the, Bill chould bo road for the ancond tiza 

vyrx defeated by so-17 votas to 19 llavinC fn: Uod tbroo timan in loco 

th-nA a elocado to mcuro ctatutory cLuthority for tho Domont undar- 

tvY-inc,, the tradora of Derby did not promote another Bill for 15 yoarao 

The i3truggle ahotm tho extent to which trading communItioa voro bound 

by norcantilint asmmptlonnp and the lon&hn to thich thoy Tmuld CO 

to promote or fructrate inprovor. ant vchomons 

Uv) ATTEMM. ", TO EXTZND NAVIGATION TO SID. WII; TD 

, T110 tvo- Djjjr, intrcducp. d to imprOvv.. thO WAViG.. ticjn Of, t1io river, 

. 0. Lea 3)0.3 In 1697 ar. 4 1704* IM: t1w att"Ptr, to cxtc: id- =4 tion to DcrbYs 

ondo d in 
I 
WIuro Tho hoctility of ripr-rian pro;, xiotorej and tho 

qpprohonnLon of rival, tradizc qo=unitiou r. cro comron ructorn in tho 

frun-tration of tile datricna, WO promators,, but tho, impotun to occurv_ 
at., tuAl. 'eiry authority for, tho propocod undertcIdurn -arono I 

fron dif roront 

circunctanccc* S110.11)On nclicnou in. thosc yocra provide C=Ploa af, 
llýl 

tcrprimbij; landMoldor toldna tho initiativog bitt findina little 

om ,, onr; o frort 3. ocnl,, Co=ocial i: xtoroatrie 

vituiv tlio ib&ocrs O=o,, and', Trýat rocion-a"mAcr 
Inndomorp - coveral of vhbm'woiý6 rollovin, of tho rto., ýAV. socioty 

took particulnr intercrt in onginoorint; projocto ana IqdrcrraV)qj and 

playod no inmll,. part in the-rracotion wr projocto to davolop inland,,, 

: mvication. Sir God: ft-cy Coploy chorod Mont interent in tho 

Iv lis 
-of 

6 41ourr-alo, XV119 264 
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proceedings of the Royal: Societyp aiding Ida friend Sir Hans vloane 

in forming his scientific colloctionag and bringing together a 

valuable collection of prints and nathematical inatrunanta#1 In the 

summor of 16941 Copley) the chief landovmo. -, in Sprotborough noar 

Doncaster =ado a ourvoy of parts of the Don valley# No ran ancistodz 

., nod a no ur- by Thomas, Xirk or-Coolrridgo noar Loodap who had dovi, - %7 13 

voying vhoolq rhich was tried out before being cont to Sir nobort 

Southwello the Prosidont, of the Royal Rocioty, and ono of the loading 

pamphleteers of the day on the, advantages of inland navigntion, 2 ]h 

July 1694s Copley wrote to Sloan, 0:. M 

11ir I[irk is horo and is, your Servant# ho will have a Surveying Whoolo 

short3,7 for-Sir Pobt Southwall, and I bollovo it will be a very good 
3 

one$ however vie vill Malto tryall-of it to be our*. ' 

Later-An the year Copley described his activities: - 

11 have diverted myself this summer paat with Building and Survoying 

in, 
' 
vhich last I have'dono a groat Males and had'I any nolboura that 

vmro Lovorn of that which in curious to Asaiot no I would nalto a much 

more exact Map of this part V4ich should bo ton or twolvo milo oquarop 

than any I have ceen. j4 
I, Coploy Mama Second baronot, on d* of his fathers 16879 1-1, P. for 

Aldborough 1678# 1681; for Thirsk. 169.5-1705- ]F*R*Z, 1691* Ho Vas 
one of the Co=iszionors of Public Accounta 1701; Controller of 
Accounts of the Army 1704* In his wills Copley boquuathed ZlOO in 
trunt for the'Royal Society for improving naturza kno-sledgo. 'Hood. 
1709'0 ONIB $-' 

20 Southviell was President-of the Royal Society 1690-5, In 1635 he 

had outlined a vchana : rora network ot canala contrine on London. 

Willan (1936). p*12. 
3* B*H* Sloane MSZ- 4#036s fol*177* 
4* lh-i-do fol*188@ 277 



In the following years CoploV van origat; od in installing t-atcr- 

rjorka at his Sprotborouj; h estate, 14 hic now activity Copley was 
I "I - ý-ý 1 41 ýII- 

eagor to consult one of the loading contonporary onginoorn, Gooreo 

Sorocold of Derby, who had already carried out come important iTator- 

work undortolzings at torns ttithin the region. In tho autumn of 1694s 

he wrote to Sloane: - 

01 know not whether I Tfrit you word that roo havo an onr,; inoor coma 

into this. country those profession is raising of untor. Ila hath 

performed wall at Darby and Loods and he in just now come to Doncanter 

and they are driving a bargain for the norvico of that town and if 

that Co on I Trill coo what he can do. for me 

In September 16959 whila Sorocold was onsaZod in tho installation of 

waterworks in Leads, Cyril Arthingtong a fort., d-lookinj; landormor 

and future Follow of the Royal Sociotyp wan roquantod to invito the 

engineer to Sprotborougho Copley wrote to Arthington3- 

'I bog of you to give my Service to fir Kirk & when ha coon Mr Saracolo 
1, W*11*Q*-A=ytaCos#QoorVe Sorocold and Sir Godfrey Coploy#9 journnl 

of the Derbyshire-archaeolo-gical--an(I-Naturn1 HistoMsocinizo 

ýL=111 
(1953)0 105-. 7*, 

-,., 
In,: LG93-4# Sarocold,. was, azcociatod, V-1th 

Richard Barry-of Westminster in waterwork undortaltIntpi in 14orwichp 

Portsmouth and Yarmouthe Mliamnong ps In January 1695, Copley 

requested Sloane to send him the recent D: pnsactionn of the Royal 

Societyp-a0ding: - it Candens "Ir tannin be como out I desire 

Zrou. =43-1 buy it, and cond it pray renambor Harriots book of 
Waterworks, and if tharo be any now things that rolato to Matho- 

maticks# or'bistory or state affairs you will obligo mo In condina 
themol B. 11* Sloane, MSS. 4*0369 folo 201t, 
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to lot him itnow I ahould bo glad to coo him horo if it woro but, ono 

night if hic busineacce rill allow it & if Mr Kirk would bo co Itind- ,ý 

ari to coma over I chould be very glad of it. I bog a lino from youp 

how you find Mr Saracoloo worlt go on and nuccood. 91 

If Sorocold wao not actually rooponsiblo for Coployto vmtorworlto at, ý r 

Sprotborough, it soomo probablo that tho onainoor van at loact con- 

sultod, In 1696, Sorocold vian ongagod in a vator nupply caliono in 

London in association with anothor anginoorg John Hadloy aho had 

patonted a ricinC and falling vmtorrhoel in 1693.2 In Jana 1696 

Copley wroto to Thomac Kirk thatt- 

11 have boon thia day and am to moot to morrow Mr Saracole and -Mr- 
Hadloy6 I have soon hio Encino conciatins of 3 Mill Whools"with, 

all cranka att each end of the Axlotroe which raicov Tema (Thamon) 

Water and are all carried with ono otroam of konnoll water ono Wheal 

being under another, I do thinke the beat piece of work, j havo 

seerto 13 
Enlightened celf interest seems to have prompted Copley to promote 

a more ambitioua undortaking in the oxtonoion of naviCation, above , 

Doncanter. 4 This interpretation of tho roacon for the promotion of 
1. B. M. Store M33o 747, foli. 53,. Thomas Kiric wan elected ]r*R*5*, in,, 

1693* Afterwards comnunicatod to tho Poyal nociotyl tAn Account 
of a Lamb being ouckod by a Wethor Shoop for Several months after 
the death of the Ewell Phil. 

- -Zranfl, * v XVIIIP 2639 
20 Williamsong p. 81. 

3. B. H. Stowe MW - 747, fol. 66. 

Sul2ra, p, 222* 
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tho Doii"schomoýic'eivou'additional'Voight from tho lact'that: 'tho, -! ý 

commorcial and inductrial 'intorectui-, who'coomod tabot lilcoly- to bonofit 

from tho extoncdon Of DaViCatiOn to Shoftiold, failod'to 'eivo Coploy 

tho roquicito cupports, In 1696p Coploy canvacrood for acciatanco 

from, tho'landed propriotors and trading communitiou'of couth' Yozitchiros 

On'24 AUCUst* Josoph Danko apprisod Coploy of tho bout mcano of 

POPUlarizina'tho Don schomwee"! -", 

tho'lligh'Shoriffo" Jlvýjor -Gills Mr rarkorp tir Joacop* and, novoral 

othorýGent*, aro to hooto at our Cutloro foant at-Shoffi*14 noxt 

Thuri3day, -at vhich tyze it would bo mont, convoniont, (bocauco, twIlI bo 

difficult to . Got- all togoithor aipine,. ), to concidor about rmkoing our 

Uvor naviCablop and I havo a'Comicon to onvito you -to tho- fonntg Boo 

ir you - thinize or, Goint; on, with this navication" I'thinko it would bo 

vory,, convoniont you toot thom thorooll 

j Althourh- the cutlore end traders of Shoffioldp- vho had to boar tho 

hieh, coat of ý land - carriaeo to -Bautry or Doncantorg boj; an to - cowAdor, 

the advantaeou of usina the river Don aa a direct =tor routo to 

Ijul-10. Copley coema to have- receivad little active cupport, from that 

quartsr., -ý That no-Bill to obtain t3tatutory authority for tho Don 

undortaking ma pronotod in the'1696-7 Parli=ontm coccion mexy, pro- 
bably bo oxplainod by tho fact that tho technical dotaUG or, tho 

achomo had'not boon cottlod$'Vhilo tho, covoro. oconomic dopromion 

which lactod fron may 1696 to Harch 1697 may have rondorod cuch an 

undortakinj; -L'nopportuno a2 
I* ýoploy m5so 63! ýzu, 
2. Holmong p*15; 3* Vith docline of crodit and loan of confidonco, =out 

of tho manor joint-atocit companion went undore 
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By the autumn of 1ý97 the recognition that the vmr vith Franco 

was onding, lod to a revival of confidonco. On 
. 
30 Docemborg z)omo 

eighteen months after the Don project was first mooted, tho House of 

Commons gave leave*. - 

#to bring in a Bill to make the River Dun naviGablog at tho 

Charge of such as nhall undertake the same 

Sir, Godfrey Coploys who. wasauthoriced to prepare a Bill$ procontod it 

to the House on 21 January 1698*ýan4 four days later it was road for 
2 the first time, 

The trading ; o=unitioc and riparian propriotore alone the Don 

wore divided, Above Doncartorg opinion. soomij to have boon largoly 

in favour of the Bill* The ShoffioldlCutlors' Company did not 

potitions although tho Don achomo van dicauccod with noighbouring 

interests: - 
#at a moeting with tho Rothorham mon about tho rivor*03 
The inhabitanto of Potherham potitionod tho lJouclo of Commonal accorting 

that: - 

making tho Dun nav, igablo to Shoffiold will bo a public good to 

all the, adjacent country . #4 

At least one local landowner seems to have anticipated that the oz- 

tension of naviCation would prove of personal benefit# although overt 
1. Hoof C, Journalap XII# 18, 

2. Ibid 9 61 

3. 'Willan (1965), p*2, 

4t U- of C. Journals,,, X17t 76. 
-%0 201 



cupport on thia occasion ran conapicuounly absonte Thun it van 

subcoquantly notodýthat: -' 

frilhon tho Bill had'bcon road onco's and bofore tho cocond roadingo 

Hr GIL11 of Carbouso boin, & vory confidont tho Bill rould pacop rainod 

tho prico of hie coal 2, ý. d por load and thin not known till tho Bill 

was I throrn out. $' 

Ono foature of tho various schomon to improvo inland naviCation ", - 

van tho active rolo played by local maCistratou and tho Grand ý Jur. 

who would dincuso-county affaira and tho morita and dotacto of pro- 

spoctivO improvemontat thich miGht then be followod by potitiona to 

Parliamont, On 28 Janucry 1698s a petition ran road In the Houco of 

Co=ono from the J. Psta of the Went lZidinc cottins out thatv. 

'Dun naviCation would bo, a-public advantaeo to all tho adjacont 

country# and mako'tho carriago choapor of all corta of Co=oditiou 

to-and from London# Yorkp Bull and othor'placone'" 

Soma cupport - at lonst in tho to= of potitiona . C=o from 

further afiold, Ono from Lincoln affirmod thatt- 

fthe Rivor Dun in in a groat meanuro'navieablo from Shoffiold, 

to Doncacterg and in capablo of beine =ado naviCablo to Rothorhamp 

whichp it offoctod"trill be a public Good and advantaro to all tho 

adjacont-Countryo"3 

Tho corporation of Loode petitioned in favour of tho, Don Dill# partly 

no doubt for rociprocal-, cupport $or tho Airo and Caldor Dill thon 

liellIch 1-Lcj*s« 162/4Zo 
Willan (1965)o PP*2-4- 

39 Ho of CoJournalap XIlt 64s 70* 
28?. 



being, considerod by, Parliamental 

-, ý 
The principal opposition to the Don Bill came from Bawtryp the 

Trent ports of Stockwith and Gaineborought and other intorocts who 

were dependent on the Idle routop along which tho town of Sheffield 

and villages in. liallamshire sent and received come of their Coodus 

It was assumed that if tho; traffic onýone river increacods that the 

volume of goods carried on other routes must - in, consequence, -, doclino. 

on - 28 Januaryp -a petition was presented from the - inhabitants of Bawtry, ý 

setting. out thatl- -ý"1, 

1. ,. Dun, navigation would be a great Damage ... to the Potitionorn 

who chiefly. subsist by the Navigation of the River Idlop-which runc 

by Bawtryq and conVoyao by Boats, into the ]River Trent$-loado corn#-, 

millstones and other commodities which come out of Derbyshire and 
2 Nottinghamshire, '. 

The-following day a petition of the, Trent shipmasters and koolmactorn 

argued, that: - 

9, "0 Dun navigation, would ruin the navigation of tho Trent o, * * 

reputed to be tho third boat in-Englando which yoarly brooda-abundanco 

of I; eamen Oj3 
The petition from Gainsborough was couchod in similar to=c, it boing 

added that, tho extensionýof river navigation abovo Doncaster, would 

lead to an incroase in the price of coal# and discourage-tho! oxport- 
4 

of cornfrom-the Valo of Tronte The landowners of, the, manor and 
1. Leave had boon given to bring in a Bill for the Aire and Caldor 

Navigation on 12 January 1698.11. of C. Jotimnlop XIIP 42. 

24 Ibidp 70, 
3" Ibidg 73. 
4. Ibidl 70. 283 



soke'of Kirton in Lindsey pointed out possiblo, roporcusciona of 

Copley's Bills asserting that: -ý 

Dun navigation will ruin the navigation of the River Trontp 

bIy forcing the shipping to J look'ior employ in ot . her parts# and will 

discourage'. 'sendini corn to London and'othor' places and make 

coal from Newcastle and Sunderland much dearer. $ 

The expansion of Doncaster an a market for corn van viewed with 

apprehension by I other inter onto trading in that I 'commodity, 'who assumed 

that demand vae"inolastic*' "A petition from Pontofract acoartod that 

thoýtown was: - 

#anciently remarkable for Pairs and Harkotai but what now maina 

is a Corn-Trade If the Bill to make the Dun navigable pacned, it 

would take away all the Trading Part of Pontafract and be of ill 
2 

consequence to all the adjacent towns., 
-1 1.1 1", "I. ,,,, - il ,ý,,, --I "I I" ,4 

Landovners in the proximity of Doncaster wore novortholoca worried 

that if increasing quantities of corn wore cold at Doneactorg the 

prico, would fall. Thus covoral parishon in the 1010 of Axholme 

stressed that the Don navigation would ruin interocto dependent on 

the Trontp-and-prejudico Doncaster market where the petitionern cold 

their' corn. 
3 

A central figure in the opposition to COP10790 Bill was Thomas 

Listers lord of the manor of Bawtry# who-had a considerable financial- 

interest in the Idle-Trent routej besides collecting wharfage toll*ý-- 

L, Ho of C. J6ýrnrtlsq XII9 70o 
2- lbido 73o 
3- 2. id- 
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On., no; fower: than'livo, occacions in the, decade af ter 1695 p Lictoi', 

soucht., to abort, naviention , Dilln -, for oithor the'* Dorbychiro, Derront 

or, the Don, Ilaving contributed, to the - dofcai of the Dill to extend 

navii: ation:,, to: Dorby. iný1696#, 'Lictor, roenrdod propocale toopon a 

vatorway to Dhoffiold an a major throat which would divort traffic 

to, tho-moro-northerlyýaxias- In January 16981 Coploy informod Thoman 

KJLrk, thati-, -- 

! I, havo ackod loavo-, to, bring in a UL. 11 to mako Pun TTnvlLmbjn 

but horo-is rx-hintor, of. ý]3awtron-ýsolUcitc, an it'voro'for hia lifeOl'- 

Lictor, also atrivcdAwdivide, Uo civic-and commorcial intoronts 

in Doncaster$ who alroadyýroceived-somo-bonotit-fromtho'poo: Ltion of 

the toman. the hoad'of: naviGation,,,: ý.,, Tho fato of tho Bill-would bo 

partly, dotc=inod, by, tho, auccossof Ithoco Iactioot It -boinj; cub4m 

sequently recorded that -, tho ýcorporation and tradorn of Doncanter vmrot- 

! influencq, d, ýby ur Linter. of: Bawtry'ý woro ý then divided and ono half-- 
2 potitionod for-thoDill and, thoother againat itl 

Ono potitiong-Ftrom, coveral tradorn-and'inhabitanto of tho tovms- 

assorted.,, that - tho pasnJLnj: of - the -Don Bill' vould bO: '; ý 

'for a-public j; oodg and very advantai; coun to the adjacant Countricu*lw3 

on the other handp Aho, patition of ýtho mayor and, corporation affirmed 

that s- 

I*-, . '-it will ý 1; roatly- prejudico : thovo _who livo'about, tho caid 'tor. n'- 
10 B. m 

_Stovokae 
'14'/#,; ol*b_4* IIOUI: hton obcorvod that one- of the, 

outlets for Derbyshire lead was from Shoffield and all those 

piýrts to Doncantorg and co to the German Ocoano'. 1, ottorn for tho 
Inprovenant of Hunbnndry Pnd Trnda, 21 April 16939 

2* Copley 110050 63524* Bundle of Dr. Fountaynoto Letters, 

-3o 
H* of C,, 

-JournnIrtg 
XIIj 68. 
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and more especially- tho', Corporation, * by doutroying thoir, ). Iillco 

for thich thoyýpay.,, a-concidorablo yearly rent to the Crovm, and hawý 

lately boon at ý91#000 Charso in ropairing thom And the DAMo,,, 

projudice'thoirjUirkot# and loosen-the Ponta of Houcou and Lando 

t here ii, I 

Petitions -'to - Parliament . vhich manifouted najor divisions of opinion 

within'a town tended'. to woal=n-considombly the chances of eucceca----- 

fully promoting aýMIU 

Bolow', Doucastorl. : the rivorvae alroady-navigablo durina cozo mouthe 

of - the -yoari and, river, port a` already ý enjoying a toll froo-navication 

viowed'the extension, of the. waterwaywith, vome approhenciono, Land- 

owners -. in - Hatfiold. Chase, tendod to. acsumo that if navigation works- 

were--effected'vithin reach-, of the tidos, it would incronco, tho likoli- 

hood of floodingi' A, potition: from, the inhabitanto of Hatfield, 

Woodhouco'p''Stainfordi Thornot, Pishlakornnd Syltehoune oppocod the Don. 

Bill because several locks and cluices would bo placod in the riverio 
2 

The fears of-the riparian proprietors noemod particularly portýnent, -,, 
for a disastrous inundation occurrod In Doccmbor 16974, One diariat 

recordod, that tharo, wast- "ýIII ''i 
too-great a, flood down that the liko was never known *, *ýiunto-Bram- 

with'$-Fichlakog Thorn and other towns 4 The slouao at Thorn had 

like', to have gone- away *** In Lincolnohirop Trent brolto its banks ý: - 

nearl Morton noar Gainsborough, ý Banks of Viclmra diko and Dickon 

dike also brokoni bordoring upon our Levolla in"a wordl'tho--, 

le ff. 
-. -Of ýC# jourm-Ang xn 68. 

2. Ibid, p 64 
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low to, the whole country hereabouts ýia above a million of poundal 

becidos what it dos to tho- vholo country round about out of our linit 

and circuit ,,, , AU tho coat oldoot mon that aro cayn that, it iolh 

the vastant, flood that-evor, thoy saw orleard ofell 

Th6, petitiona procented for and aGainst tho Bill voro all roforred 

for considoration at -the second roAdingg a crucial stago in tho 

progrozz of-proopoctivo 105islationo- At that otaCo tho principlon"of 

a Bill voro diccussed and,. tho varioun areumonto hoards botoro taking 

the docivion on vhothor or-not, it ahould bo co=ittode It'van at 

the cocond reading that dotermized oppotionto of a Bill had thair 

first, real'opportunity1o, halt, itc, progrece and throw it out, It 

was the occasion whon'promotors and. oppononto ondoavoured to mustor 

maximum support from'IfeNtue-ý On 1 February 1698P tho Don Bill wan 

read for tho socond timo#ý but tho motion that it should be committed 

was defeated by 202 votes to ý92*4 ,, The largo number of HoP, Ia at the 

division was charactoristic of many of tho inland, navigation Bille'of 

tho, period., an indication of, tho Oxtent to rhich HePoOn woro canvaccod 

or solicited* 
It is scarce2, Y. curpricina, that thO Bill promotod by Copley should 

have faileds, Little ovort'supportýhad coma from-Shoffioldt-tho 

corporation of Toncactor had,, oppocod tho, echomos uhilo tho riparian 

propriotorsp, facod with nevero floodini; #. folt overy juctification for 

potitionine againct the Bill* ,' Aray from the Don valloyo other 
tradina communitien had organized a-Vigoroun oppocition to, abort the" 

1. Do In Prymop pp., 167-8, & 

2,11. of C, Journnist XII# 779 



Don echomo. i. 

Ono of tho principal pointo of controvormy thon propocalo woro 

mado to improvo tho naviCation of tho Don# aroso ovor tho pooition-"" 

and aspirations of tho tradine Intoronto In tho river porta. in 

tho, lato covontoenth contury Thorno was tho principal port on'thO 

Don from which it van pocsible to trade, directly to Rull at tloct, -'^ 
t1mon of tho yoar# whereas thoro, was often incufficiont =tor to 

a. l1ow boats to Got up to Doncautor, If tho naviCation. of thO river 

wan extended to allow =all boate to trado to nothorhco or Sheffield# 

the quoction aroso an to which port would not an tho, contro1or 

tranchipmonte Doncaster tradors and chippers - already oxporioncine, ý 

certain advantaCoa from tho position an head of naviCation to rhich'ý 

gooda wore broueht by land carriaCa - wore approhoncivo that it the 

waterway wan oxtendodp not only would they loco that pocitiont but 

that Thornot or Fishlako might bocomo tho tranchipmout port* it van 

partly thoco fearap but partly vdth tho hopo of bocomina tho principal 

port on tho Don# that stimulated schemen to allow larsor voccole to 

got up to Doncautor at all timon Of tho year, However# any attempt 
A to deopen tho wator in tho lowor reachou of tho vaterray arouccd 

dotc=lned opposition from tho riparian propriotorat vho tearod that 11 

floodinC would bo iaoro likolya 

004 *1 000**0***0*&00 

Although tho corporation Of Doncaster liad not cupportod Coployte . 

offorta for tho oxtension of navication, t. ho authoritioa in tho torn 

o%o 
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showed sono concorn for'inproving tho Don in itdlor. 'ari ranolias in I tho 

ý'1690 
dn 2 Novomber 1691s it wag agroad tjjýtt. 

I C5 Curri noncy shall be givan out of tho Common stocit to 

Contributo for'naking tho rivor Dunn noro navigablooll' 

T110 corporation'a, lad"found'it nocossary to tak-3 stops to entabliall 

its nuihoioity""for' ý'iho` colia'ciion'"'of vrharfago 'toll. ''O'a'13 11ovomber 

169.39 an'order of'tho "'corporation Got out$. ' 

I that, a groat a' ton bo domandod and distroca talcon for t1w Zamo of 

Such as shall-refuso to pay for'sve'ry Tunn"ofý-Qooýn thai'ahall, Goo 

uP or doirn týja Stj4or'as Wharfich'tolin 'or Duos to tho Lord of tho 

Sýa! ce'and that if any Zujton*, 'zLt 1, any ýý timo shall hI appon about., tho 0=0 

'ýOý maintaino d #""pro rlonito4 or dofondod At to ariso sUch imitoo shall' 

the chargo of tho'Corporation*12 

Tho ordor van boon' , challenCods-tho- I corporatio'n, boing' involvod In a 

lawsuit in 3.69.5'coneorning tho*duty:.. 

Oupon"gooda gI oing, dorn and up tho, "MV0 I r, 9 

Mon Sorocold ontored' into an , agr 00 , nont with tho ", mayor and aldamon 

of Doncactor, to 
. 
ontablich, a vat ormrka, in tho townt_, it vacIctipulated 

that: ell, 

Itho-caid GoorroSýroc'old`icýnot toinjure tho millo or interforo vith 
4 tho, naviention of the rivort'. 1-, 

1@ Willan (196.5) ipo .2*-ý 
29 Ponenctor Recordel, lVg, 156, 
3* 2ide 
4* Doncaster IiS. 114' 'Titlo Deed 613ae -210 Docombor 1691f copy grant by the 

Mayor ft, of Doncaster to Georgo Gorocold of Derby. 
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The presence of Sorocold in Doncaster did not prompt tho cor- 

poration to promote the improvement of the river, 

It was not until 170.3 that the corporation of Doncactors- 

'convinced of their Error (of not supporting Coployle Bill) brought 

a Bill themselves for makeins the ]River HavigabloolZ 

The town sought the support of local landowners and of trading 

interests in Rotherham, and Sheffield. On 18 Movombor 1703# the 

corporation of Doncaster agreed that: - 

$application boe_made to the Parliamont for an Act to make the River 

Dun navigable and that a Poticon to the Parliament in tho name of 

the Corporacon and of thoGentlomen, frooholdora and Inhabitants of 

the said Corporacon and townon adjacent boo drawno and signed 

At the came time a committee van appointod to discusa tho achomo with 

the riparian intorost, and to. ontor into agreomonto with the inhabit- 
4 

ants of lRothorham and Sheffield. Sir George Cooke of Wheatley near 

Doncaster COOMS, toLhavo countenanced the design of the corporation# 

but. 'little'progresa,, waamado at Parliamentary lovolt In the House 
It is doubtful. whother, Sorocold actually completed the watorworke 
at Doncaster, 'ý, In, ', 1703* John Yarnold of Eton leaned land in French- 
gates Doncaster: - ltoeroct, a, water-ongino for convoying wator 
from the River Choswoll to the houses in Doneactorel On 28 April 
1703s, it was ordered by the corporation that Yarnold, chould bo 
given further. time-for completing the waterworks*- In the came 
year a, cubpoona was', served-'on tho mayor in a larcuit with. Sorocold. 
Doncanter-PecoMdal Is'94 ; IV* 159e 

2. Copley MW, 63324* 

3* Doncaster Pecordes-IVg 246. 
4: Ibido 
51, Sir George Cooke bt, of Wheatley (1662-1732)o Ito me Cathorinog da6 

of Sir Godfrey Copley of Sprotborough, 
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of Comnontis Robert tionektong Ono Of tho H. P. 1a for Aldborouj; h#, ýneomn 
to have played an important part in abortlnl;, the Coheres , It was 

cubsequontly noted that: - 

#on a Potition for Dun boiur, made 'navitablop attar it had been -` 

rojoctod four or fivo yoarc boforo - ho (14onclctoný roprocautod to"tho 

liouse that it had formorly boon proposod, and van thought then Impract- 

icable and it van rojocted upon tho Patition. 11 

In tho follovinj; Parliamontary cocciong tho corporation of Don- 

castor concontrated on cocurinl; statutory authority for tho Improvo- 

cent of thai river Don below tho, townp In Octobor 1704t tho cor- 

poration appointcd a cbmmittee to iumago tho promotiong tho chambor- 

laina bcing empovored to raice ZIOO* Thic cum van to bo paid io'oýo 

of tho aldormen# William Walltcr# who wan 'appointodi- 

#to Coo to London to rumago tho v=o and to mako UGO of cuch'aasistanco 

an ho think fitt*02 

on 28 November 1701jq a potition from the corporation-vac procontod to 
le 11obort Monckton of Ca; rJ. 1 and Hodroyd, was a* Of Sir Philip 11onckton 

tho Royalict, Ma so John Monckton. van croated Viccount oal=y in 
1727* Yorkao-Arch* Socs XXVn (1924), 361* Itobort. Moncitton vran 
indobtod to the Duke of Howcantle* A Boasonod Court VMS, Ptonckton 
was turnod out of his coat at Aldborough by PolhaLl, in 3.713 for 
votinj; againat bin party on the French Commorco Bille liolmacqp*312, 
Honckton miaht have had personal roacons for oppocing the Don 
r. chomo* Ile van a leadina undertaltor of tho Aire and Caldor tfaviCa- 
tion# which would havo had to, faco, compotltion from colliarloo 
above Doncastor in the river valloy marhots if that waterway van 
oxtendad, Hollich MS* 166/23* 

2,, Doncantor lRocordal IV# 162s William T. alltoro woollon draper and 

alderman of Doncanter d*17209 
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the House of Co=monsg cotting out thatIDoncantor van an important 

markot townt copocially for the corn trado, and affirmina that the 

river: 

'is alreadyt in some Maces, and at some, timou of the Yoart naviCable 

for Boats# Bargos. 
_and 

otherNossola but by roacon, of covoral 

Rockag Shallows$ and Banka. of Sand and-Gravel$ the Passage in very 

uncortaing and hazardous ... yet the Dun is capable of boinG made 

more navirablo. §,,, 

As in other petitions requesting leave to brina, in a Bill to inprova 

river naVigationg it. wan-acsorted thattho amelioration. of the Water- 

way would hol. p, to, prosorvo-tho, hii: hyjayn and promote trade, 

The Bill van brought in -by the twoJorkahire We fal Lord Hart- 

ington-and Sir John. Kayg-andvas, Feadý for, the, firnt timo on 3.3 

Decembor!, 1704*3, Its purpose wa a, to obtain-atatutory. authorityi4a 

'for making and keeping the rivor. Dun more navigable at the 

Charge of the Mayors Aldormon ahd; Burgoason of-Doncactor and auch, 

other Porsons as will, undertalto., tho same. #4 

- Petitiona in favour of, thoýýBill mainly atrocood the neod for 

cheaper carriago#5 The tradors-and, inhabitanta of Shoffiold and 

Barnsley were eager-for a-moro regular water link to Hulle Several 

petitions emphavised tho-importance of Doncastor, acla market for corn. 
1. H. of C. journals# XIVP 437 

24, Lbid 

3. Ibids 456, Lord Ilartingtong a Whig, succeeded his lather an 
second Duke of Devonshire in 1707, jLttor the 1701 cosoion of 
Parliamentg Sir John Kaye, a Tory$ was told bluntly by Sir William 
Lowtherilthat (if) he voted as he van inform'd he did lant reacione 
oo* he must expect none of hic interoat it he atood again@ 
Holmons PP-44-5. 

4. H. of C. Ournaleg XIV, 456# 292 5. Willan (1965), PP*4-5* 



Oneg from"tradorn andýfarmors in tho, vapontake 'o f'ntrof fort h'and'" 

Tickhill affirmed that merchanto dirocted thoir factorn to buy rod 

wheat 'at - Doneanterp'but p ý'ae the Don'van not conatuntly navigrablo p, tho 

6011or-van, forced to' "carry' it' or'to - mako - ýan ýabatomont for'land' 

carriago*' " savoral, corn marchantis of', Lohdon claimad that groat 

quantitios'ýof corn particularli wfieat' wore bout: ht in"'and'about 

Doncastor'g'-a trado which would bo, facilitatodý. by-cheapor'carrinco'. ''-It& 

ThoýLondon'choo6omongeraýfavourod tho Bill, ainco lareo quantition 

of Ch6shiro cheace, aý. dýhamv woro'ront to DoncOnier'and'ca down to 

Bull an'the"oaaent"ray of boins diapatchad to'the capital* 

Many'Vetitions voio, 'prorentod againSt'the Dill# notably-frOm 

Dawtryl a variety of othor"interents dopondont-on'tho Idlo-Tront 
1 

n: kiD of trados-and from-tho"riparian londownerne "-Francia'Simpcon# 

ono"of'tho wharlingora'at'Fichlakos later dozcribodýonothor argument 

iinod by the oppononto of thoýDill: - 

$that it would da=ge the naviCation cir tho Ouco *** and that by 

lotting up the Tideaby widdening and cloaning the 
, 
Ilivor at Gould 

(Goolo) it would divort them from the ]River Ouco*12 

Similar arcumunto had boon ucod a. fow yoarn earlier againat the pro- 

notern of the Aire and Calder undortaliing*3 

After the firat reading# little further prograca wao made at 

Parjj=ontajy level.. -, The DoCond reading rat; ropoatodly, postponado., --,.,,. 
is lit of Go Joitrnnlgp XIVs 459-92. 

a. Mellinli ftS$. 162/L1. 

3. Infrng., pp. ý 
307-8. 



and it was subcoquontly recordad that tho corporation of Doncaster 

had: - 

$entrusted it with the Lord Parquorm of Itartington vho, boinj: a 

Stranj; cr to them,, and their Orn manaeor they cont to London (was) 

bribedg the Bill was dropped at thrkt'timo*ll 

Some years lator, whon ronor. od efforts woro made to improve tho 

Don and extend naviCationp the principal point at Iccuo vma recalled* 

In rotroopoctg it was noted thati- 

'Tho Itivor Dun hau twice boon attomptod to bo made naviCablo# but 

could not. b. o. offocted becauco Doncanter woud have goolo or larGo, 

voccolo Como up that draw Groat depth of water and might Goo to Bull 

which could not be done without drowning a Groat part of the country 

both by raicingtho water and by stopping the tidou Dultoo of 

Ancaotor, Dovonnhiro and many other Lorda and Co=ona having octatos 

in the flat country opposed it and alwaya will if Locko bo mado within 

reach of tho tidoso 

(v),, THE riXTERSION OFTAVIGATION 10 -LrX,, DS AND WAKErIELD 

The zmeano by which the Aire and Calder echano recoivod the vancLlon 

of Parli=ant are not locs, important than tho roamna which lod to 

its promotion* Tho'controveray of 1698.9 provides an o: mmple - 

porisibly tho only ono - of rocourse to anlnld6pondont opinion-to 

1* CopleY I=* 63524* Willi= Valkorg tho 'Doncanter aldoMan who had 

manaZed the Bill in London oubnequontly rocoived C199 15. a-for his 

-exponson. poncnotor Record!! t IVO 20 Soptambar 1705. 

2* MelliGh Ms* 162/7b# 
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settle$ or caot light upon$ pointo in dinputo between rival trading 

co=unities on the likely repercunsions of panaing an inland naviga- 

tion Bill* 

Although it has been argued that the 1690'a vitnaosod the return 

of prosperity to Leedalt conditions in the West niding clothing 

distriýts during the early years of the War of the League of Augsburg 

were hardly condiicive to a general revival of confidence* Robert 

Mookeq the minister of Slýithwaito chapel near Huddorafiold has loft 

a vivid record of the early 1690'e. On 5 March 16901 he obsorved that: - 

wont to a friend to whom I had lont come money: but the cloth 

market being co bad# he could not sello and therefore paid no but 

part of what he should* Lord grant us an ontablishod, poacog that 

pwrsons may reap more fruit of thoir labours; at present it in a hard 

and difficult time for poor labouring men ... 
.r 

In April 1693# we find Hooke complaining that: - 

MvOrY(thing) is very, doarl and poor Poopleto labour is choapv for 

our trado Of cloth hero is much downg monoy In scarce 

Eleven months later* he observed: - 
trading is so badp and money so scarco that the poor can got-,. 

noither vrork nor wages I 

on 3.8 April 1694p moeke notod in hin diaryt- 

I hoard a poor man talIcing to my landlady tolling her he 

had boon four days at market with a piece# and could yot rocoivo'no 

money; that he vas forced to buy boan-moal to make broad, Oat-meal 

being dear; andnothint almost Got for work, Lord, pity the poor, 

Rimmorp #Leads' p 125. 
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put an, 'end to! wars., -.,; Give rulers prudenco; to - considor the statO` of' 

the, nation. 

Two months later he observed: - 

*, money is-, scarce# trading worse and worneg the poor ill not to 

live. 0 ill . -1 11. - ýi " 

I now far)the, difficultios of thwclothingýdiztrictwinducod the 

local busineas co=unity to look, for now fioldo of investment in the 

1690's is a matter of, conjecture. ', If there Itras added inventmont -in 

coal and mineraloq*it does not app6ar to have boon viafficiontly 

arkod to encourage--tho promotion-of tranaport improvement schemes 

at least during tho',, courso of the war, It van not until, 1697, th'at. 

Thoresby'recordod: - 

'proposals were-now first made for making the rivers Airo and Caldor 

navigable. $ 

The promotern of the scheme to extend river naviSation to Loads 

and Wakefield insisted that the requisite improvement Bill vau de-'-"ý' 

signed chiefly: - 

$for advancing the Trade of, tho Northern woollen rianufacturoel3 

The changes which were"-taking place in the organization of tho north- 

orn cloth trade in tho closing yearn of tho noventoonth contury form 

the essential background to tho renewed efforto to Socuro atatutory 

authority for the Aire and Caldor undertaking, ýho opening of trade 

lo Extracts from tho DiarY Of Rove Robert, Mookeg odo HeJeMorohouso 

and C. A. 'Hulbortý, (1874)'j- PP*'21+j 28, 
2* Unwin, "IACN 10, p. 55, quoting ThoreabX, Is 320. ý 

3* 2.1dj quoting Cunliffo-Liste'r MSS, 69, soc, l. 
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to W=burg and tho.. dcclino of. tho 1,6'archant Adventurers cmd ;. *ac; tlur. d 

f; oml)any, moant that mrlizlh cqrphmts,, =rv-frco to oncaca iu forcien 

conzorco, ura=porcd by, 
'ýIo 

roctrictiona and rcGulationu of tradini; 

zionapollor;, ',, "; 
In somo racpactup tho Aire 

-and 
Caldcr cantrovaray, thun 

t=kc tho flna2 Gtai; o in tho otrurZio "for com-murcial cupremacy botwoon 

York rund llwha, r. Io ZidinC ýc=*, Ar4_roduutlou of tho coat ot, 

carrial: a vould proiro, advantr. icoua, to. inurchanto und factora at a timo 

whon rany of Itho marl-. c, tn for Enalich korsoya and domena voro tocoming 

caturatodg-and whan Groator endoavoura varo boizmL: uadc to coll bayap 

caripa, md cluillcoup on the coutinont. *3 Tho doclino og the old 

companica alco, neant, that : furoi;, m merclumto could trado morc vaoilyl 

an influo"a of Dutch tradera folloe-nC tha oycaing of trada V-4tji 11amburee, 

Ono Dutch zorchantp Jolui D'Orvill bocama an important charoholdor in 

tho Airo and Caldcr undertaldza soon aftor statutory authority had 

boon obtainO'de5., 

mo extvw3ionor tho, voct. Yorkahiro vatervay vrould facilitato tho 
!a In 1699 rh"o Iforclutnt Adventurers TUR moot of thoir romaInInS 

, poworrj* in IG96 tho records of tho Eastland Company of Yor-1: camo 
to an and* 11catons"P9245a 

20 For jealousy between tho Eastland Company of lork and Looda mor- 
chantc coo Haud SolleralpOTho Acts and Ordinancon of tho F. actInnd 
Coupanyvq Cnndnn-I; ociaýZ# 3rds coro XI 

3* Davis (3.962), p poa$# 

4- 110atont P*2459 

50 Unwin# IACJ: 21# V*2.? g quoting 14nnor )-=. DU 65/10. Durine tho 
earlior part of tho cightoonth century thoro wnu considerablo Dutch 
invontmont In British SoVqrnmont funds# which roloacod indironouc 

capital for othor things. & Mathias (1969)& P*4* 
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41 
carriage Of %Vol to the cloth producinS roelon* Durina tho Xator 

coventeonth coutury Hull van importinz incroasina quantition of wool 

from the outporto of tho oant coact and Londong' although iho tont 

Riding clothiers atill rocoiýed much' of their cuppiy by land carringo 

from Lincolnshira and Laiceoterchiroo 

In the 16901a conditions woro Particularly tavourablo for the 

'Salo of výat Yorkahlro coal in the Avor valloy markoto 0i'tho 11unbor 

Oune and Tre'ni From at least the'"nix, teenth century uany 
. lando, wner'n - vith'oýiýtoa adjacent"td the Air ,0 and Calder had - drawn 

Bono income from coalt"but it'a'q4a1-ýtv'q""a'nd tho''Ush coat of land" 

carringog had'roa , tr ,i, c tcd'ito'6alo* Coal from Nowcactloand Sundor- 

lanAg ""d'froa 'c; 'o`uth Notti _ n6amshix-ej anciated by choap wat . or 6arriveo's 

found a ready market vIthin the north flidlandc waterway cyaton, but 

weat Yoilk6ire coal did not rotiain^undaielopodo Local 'domand in 

the popiloud-vont Ridii1j"wan not'urdxiportants and compotition from"' 

outside was more eanily'of foot where carriago 'Conatitutod a'=allor 

proportion'ot total coatGo"I" Io6cs'than fivo Uilea from Knottincloys 

the hoad of Aavi&ationl. '-a numbor of coal-minon woro'boini; i7orkedl 

which might eatdly be tappod if-tho watorway'vas axtondode It han 

already boon noted that a number-of factorn voro at work in tho Into 

covoAteenth and earli"eightoonth conturion which mado'ltý'taoro Ilkely 

that tho market ýotential of the inland coaltioldo would bo rcalicod93 
14,27 Octobcr--17ZOA*-* *. -ýtho: clothiorv in YorkchlFo, would rather 

. givo. doublo tho. prico_ for,, lnnd carringo, than have their rool 
brought. by cons vhoro it roccivea co much damaeo journmlof 

Cam-min. -ionorn for Trndo nnd Plnntntionn. 1720,, p, 22o, 

Nort It 102, 

3* Surms ppe 226-230, 
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The promotern of the now Aire and Calder project dorived,, part of 

their income from, doalinen inthove commodities likoly to benefit 

from the improvement of the rivers. Leeds woollen cloth merchapto 

and drapors who also served as alderman and m, -qoro, of the corporation- 

were prominent in the Aire scheme, Willian Milnert who ran tho 

leading promoter and subsequently subscribed Ulloop wao, mayor in, 
" 

1697 and married the daughter of another cloth merchant Jochua 

I bbetcons mayor in 16850 who contributed C300 to tho naviCationo" 

William Rooke (C800)q mayor in 168.31 his son William (X200) mayor in 

1713 and kniShted in IM; and Thomas Lazenby (Cloo)t payor, in 1700 

were all leading cloth merchants* Caleb Aakwith (E400)j mayor in 

1698, and John Dodgson (CIOO)p mayor in 1696, woro linon draporc4, 

Thomas Kitchingman (C.. 500)p mayor in 1688 and 1705s carried on an ox- 

tonsive business in clothg coalp iron and timboro Rio von Thomas 

subscribed C100 to the undertaking; Sarah, Ono of hin fivo daughters 

marrJLoa, Jochua, 
'Xbbotoon--(CZOO) 

:a Leeds merchant and only con of the 

mayor of -1685'r One of-`thoýelder, " Ibbetsonta daushtoro# Elizabeth 

married James Dawoonj a'morcer of Leeds who subscribed 9100* A Loods 

wine morchant-john Gibson# who, van mayor in. 17019 cubscribed L200e 

Other merchant subscribers woro-, Robort Pottor (ClOO)p non of Thoian 
41 Pottor a Leeds merchant and mayoi in 1682; 'and Thomas Bawer (9100)o 

Villiam, Wombwell of Wombwell (000) was the con of a Loodo merchant 

who had InherIted tho, south, Yorkshiro estate in 1695, '' John Holroyd 
01 

of Halifax and William Sutcliff of HoptonstaU were prosperous 

clothiers and each cubscribed C100 to the Aire project, , Altogothor 
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above ei6ty per cont. of tho original capital for I that navigation 

was contributed by morchanta, 
I 11onry Ivozon, of Blackbank naar 

Locds'- villo I waa -n=. ed an undortalter in tho Airo and Calder Act of 

1699 doos"not appear among tho oarliort lint of nubmaribors, Ivocong 

an iýpOrtant coal morchant$waa mayor of Leedo in 1695 and 17099 a 

Justice of the Poaca for the west niding and High Shariff of York- 

shiro'in i70 1 8,2 Sir John Bland of Kippax Park (C500) and Chrintophor 

Lowther of areat Preston (CZOO) wore the only landounorn n=od ýmong 

the earliest subscribers. 
3 

Merchants also figure amongst the Walcofiold promotorsothough to 

a lesser extent than at Loods, John Smyth (C5OO) vms born in Drad- 

fori and acquired a fortune in one branch of co=orco at wakofl: old. 
4 

I Josoph Watldnson (X500) was a morcor who bought Flanchav Ilall. 5 

Abraham BeeV'ers (&150) was engaged in the zoad-cruching and dyeing 

trade$ and later purchased an entato at New Millordam*6 Local lavyort; 
T-o UnWint OACN 1's PP* 57-9; The sums aubOcir, 'Hod are dorivod from 

Wilson MSS,, DB 204/3 p*221* Personal detailo from-Ditantun, pp. 265-6. 
29 Willan (1936)op. 53- 
3. Unwinp 1ACX l1l po 58, Sir John Bland# H. P. for Pontofiact 16900 

1698t 1701,1702o 1703* 1708t 1710, Alderman of Pontofract, 1698s 

and mayor in, 1'703* During Annols roign# Bland was a follo=r of 
Harloy in the Houee of Commons# Holmes# po265. 

4. Unwin#, IACH 119 p&59* 
5. Walker# p*532,1 
6. Rist. YjSs. Com. O. Portland IV# 142* Abraham Beavers loacod the 

rape miliv at Cactleford and Allerton in the early eieliteenth 
century. UnwingACH 21p P*12, 
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also made l3ignificant, contributiona. Richard Witton (C500), was a 

barriater of Lupoet and agent to Lord Fairfax. Ilis sinter$ Mvgamt 

married Theophilus Shelton#-who was elected firat rogiatrar of the 

Wakefield Registry of Deeds in 1704p and who nubacribod U00 towards 

the navigation. ' Robert Benson of Wrouthorpo (C5OO) was referred to 

by one of his contemporaries as: - 

'an attorney and no great character for an honout man* I 

His raon was Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1711l and subsequently 

became Baron Bingleye2' Support from the landed intorest was not 

unimportant, Robert Monckton of Cavil. and Hodroyd (C5OO)g Robort 

y, aye of jkdwalton (e450)s and Godfrey Bonvilo of Gunthwaito (ClOO) 

contributinSO3 other subscribers wore John Goodricke (tlOO)j, Thomafj 

Roebuck (ClOO)l Francis MawdO (aOO)g William Copondale (ClOO)p 

Francis Wheatloy (tIOO)q Thomas Dickine (9200) and Joromiah Spink 

of Hunslet (Cloo)04 

Several problems arise, from an examination of tho original sub- 

scribers of tho Airo and Caldor naviGation, Paucity of rocords. 
-for 

the early meetings makes it difficult to dotormino vrhon onchtof the 

subsequent shareholders first Savo their support to the undertaking* 

1. Unwint'AGN 2#0 p. 59, Richard Witton was descended from a Puritan 
family located near Halifax* In July 1699, John Harris 

' 
of Burnham$ 

Norfolk sold to Richard Witton and to John Smyth tho Pootory Manor 

of Wakefield for 9139500* Richard Witton Jun, married Janep the 
daughter of William Milner of'Loode, Walkorg P*240- 

2* D*N*B, 

3, Unwint OACK 2's P*59* 
4. Ibid, 
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Thus Sir John Dland'act=13, v oppocod tho projoct'at ý first# but is 

includod'in, tho oarlioct list of TAodn promotorn oztante ý Convornolyp 

covoral morchanto and landownorn n=od an undortakorn of tho'navica- 

tion by the Act of 1699 do not appoar to havo subacribodo 

From the beginning'a dictinction appoarn botwoon the Loods and 

Walcofield promotorn# tho aubacriptione roforrod to abova, boing made 
ieýa'result of coparato survoya, and ostimaton for tho-two rivorso 

Samuol, Sholton roccivod, C5 10s o for murvoyint and tWting a zap *of am 
tho rlvor Caldor forýtho 17alcofiold promotornol Valph, Thorosby"han' 

left a'vivid account of, tho Aire curvoyp undcrtaken, in., tho-lato 

autumnýof 16971- A, - 

$Dec 3 Accompanied the Mayor and Ur Hadley to Tiow the rivorqý'iwordcr 

to have it'nado naviCablol Mr Kirk and I follovod tho vindings of the 

watorl and noasurod it with his ourvoyinZ; -whooll viowed tho-coveral 

mills and-challow3l and with much ado finichod no far'ao'I*orry-bridj; o 

againat night# ton milea by Und# twenty by water* -I -"- 11 ý 
'Doc 4 Got brother Paynorla-accistance doim. rivor to Weeland'I obcorvod 

wnda# Up and upon whole the in&nioua Mr Hadley quoationo-not its 

boing, do-no# and with loca chari: o than expectodp affirming'it"ý tho., 

noblost rivor ho, evor naw not alroady navicabloO2 

John Hadley of Voct Bromwith vrais Ono of tho loading, engineern at'', 
11.1 -- 

tho ond of tho coventoonth conturye ilia irivontion, of a mochanism 

for raicing and loworing water-whools in accordance with tho lovel 
I* Unwin; 'WCH V# -je6ov quoEJLna ACH 47355 

2. Lýid, quoting ThoýrpcbX, Ils 441-2s In June 1697 sir Godfrey Copley 
bought a survoyinC whool for llobort, itoncktonj one oflho promotern 
of the Coldor from 11ir Tuttle the Inctrument. Wcor at CharinC 

groan; coploy Usse 63524. 
302 



. 5trOQm, hadtbooA =4 for watorvork undortaUnmp, at co tr 

and, Choctor# Dogdribod by Maitland no othat Croat flactor of 

Hydrauliclial t Uadloy had vorhod vith Goorgo Gorocold In cavoral- 
1 

projoctog notably the London-nridl; o, ratorworAlwo Mdloy ran aided 

in, tho curvoy of, tho, Aire by Thozan Kirl: of CooltridCo , tho had 

developed his curvoyinC-whcol a-fow yearn botoroo 2 Tho oneinoer 

ontimated-that It rould., coat C56200 to,. =alto tho river Alro novienblo 

for voocclo of fittoon tone or loon* Locka would be roquirod at 

Notheryllill Dam$ 11unclot 14M, Dams Hew M12. Damp Th=it Rillp Floot 

Hill Daml.. Cantloford MU1 Damj- and Znoýýinj; loy, Dam# whIlp tho' 

ohanzcl. of! thq! river would be dooponod in covoral placco below Thwait 

Mll$ and botwoen Kzottinalc7 and ract Haddlocoye-3 On Docomber 

1697#,, Thoroeby vroto to T40=o r4rks-o! ,: 

11w Mdley In, pno thia, zorning #, havinC mado c=o computationo thich 

I. cannot yot procuýo a Coppy ofpbut. rcad then loot niGht In a-full 

coavontionp w4on Ot=c resolved that lir Hadley himeolf chud, havo tho 

Proforonco If ho rud undertalto tho, 
'bualnoo# 

and I perceive, tho 

Ameterdam, concorn vill, not prevent ito ImConoral hic Computatlon. 

of tho characo of tho Locko Uo amounted to C51200 but thin to, your- 

self alon04#4 

Ilayinj; -docidod that Hadley should carry out the vor1: 8 proparationa 

I* 51tomptonp p*36* In 1701 tho opcinoorto family woro livinC in 
Sutton Coldfiold*_ACII 4/102# 

21, amm, *ý-1102? 70 

Unwint'ACH 11#'p. 60t quotins ACH 3/18* 

4* JILds quotint; B. H. Store H-55o 747p iolefto 

ItAlt 
dfw. or 



were made to, promote a Bill in Parliament to secure authority. for the 

undortalcing* A number of H. P. 's were approached, On 11 Docamberp 

William Milner# mayor of Loodag wrote to Lord Irwin atýTomplc. Nowaam 

informing him of the projected Bill and requesting hic acciatancoi- 

land that you will please to influence your friondi to do the like 

I wish I might be so happy an to be honourld wth your Lardshipla 

company to drink a Glana wth moo here at Looda before your notting 

forward a5aine, for London*' 

The two M, Peln for the county were willing to eupport the Bills One 

of theml Sir John Kaye received much electoral oupport from tho cor- 

poration of Loedso while hie brothorp, Robert-Kayo of Advalton van 
2 

among the leading subscribers to the Wakefield achome. Another 

prospective undertakerg Richard Witten van aeont to Lord Fairfax# the 

other M9P, for Yorkshires The Leade promotern approached Sir God- 

froy Coploy -- who at that time was concerned in promoting the Don 

Bill - to asaist them in securing an Act for the Aire and Caldors 

On 1 January 1698, Coployq one of the M. Petc for Thirsk informed 

Thomas Kirk that he would engage all the M, p, oa who oupportod the Don 

Bill to promote both projectso He docirod Kirk to chow the Loode 

promoters: - 

'the list of Memberv of Parlmt & they would consider what friends 

they can make by they of what county they wilit & that they would not 

faile to write to any of their Correspondents in town that are well 
1, Unwin# 'AGN its P, 620 quoting Temple Noveam msse t-N-A011* Lord 

Irwin# a Scottish poor, vas HoPe. for Scarborough 3.693-1700o 

21 Ibide Sir John Kayop 2nd bt* of Woodoomo near Huddornfield wan 

M. P. for Yorkohiro, 1685-98; 1701-6, 
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aCqua; l-ntod'vdth': aoýborc to"Sol2lett twr thcjjl 

Sir Abotrupus Danby =a . alo6 active on''bohblf#of I tho Looda pro- 

=Otero* On 19 January 16980 tho'corporation addrocood a lottor of 

thankolo 1)=bvt- 

froo Md oUr'rOlv6a iindor Croat bbliCiAions to'Y'Ou'-i6i promoti'ne'tho 

makIng, our Vivora Aýro and Caldor navicablo*12 

The nambor for Aldborough'vao then appricad thati- 

Ovoo havo **0 addracced -diiivolvon to tho Duke of Lýcda$ bol:, oinc hin 

AvaintanCo orl this bobalfog wee hope hia_Oraco*till'ovpouco our caucop 

and -woo xhaU, bavo, the Grcator Accuranc o vhon he soon aIoI nour a 

Volativo to hi m in our'n dvocato, 

The othcr floPe for Aldborough ian nobert Hon6ktozi# ona of tho riaka- 

tiold promotorso 

on 12. january 16989 t% potition tao procontod to tho nouso of 

Co=ona from tho Corporation and morchanto of Loodas and lonve ran 

civou to bring in a Dill for the Aire and Coldor naviCationo Tho 

I= wan prooonted by Lord Fairfax on l, robruvxyO whon It wao road 

for tho first timoo On tho came dayo a potition vmu road Cron London 

merchants trading to Wods and Valkotiold in favour of tho Dil. 19 and 
4 anothor from tho Corporation of York againato Abrah= Do In Prymo 

r sun 
ro Un; Xu", #ACN 11p p*62# quotins IMIs Vtows I=o 7'4? #-- to a 
29 Dvzby# who ma knighted in 1691# waa lord of tho caanor of rarnloy 

near Loodu* Ilia unclog Thomac Danbyg had boon mayor of Loodo in 
1661* 

3*, Thomas Ovborrzogý"Iqt Dulto of toodas riormorly Earl of ranby and 
Harquoan of Carmarthon* After 1608p Danby Imoved firat to a nar- 
quieito# then a dwltodom# and he stayed in office until 2699# on-- 

oving toth Valor .1 fnp, UEquivýtoo# althouCh at tizoo vibhout tho ýower i con orre *I 1)# 0 
4-P Unrins 1ACN Its P*63* 305 



later recorded of the Parliamontary strugglet- 

$several projectors have been exceeding busy this last Sessions 

to have had the rivers Ayre and-Chalder navigable and there has been 

the greatest lugging & pulling on boih sideal the one to effectp the 

other to hinder the samep that ever was known & thoucande of yet(it)ions 

have been. sent Vp pro and con aboutAhe same There is huCe 

papers 'in print of 'reasons for and ajainst itell 
4A 

Between 12'January and'7 March 1698o no loco than 46 potitions 

were presented to the. House of Commonep 2,5, of them in favour of the 

Aire and Calder Bill* Support came largely from the clothing 

districts of the West Riding and the neighbouring countien of West- 

morland and Lancashire* Almondburyp Bradford# pownbury# Halifaxl 

Hudderefieldg Ossott# Ke. ighleys Otley# Barnaleyp Kendalg Rochdale 

and Colne petitioned in favour of the Billo streacing the dicadvant- 

ages of expensive land., carrilagep and the benefits likely to accrue to 

the manufacturers of woollen cloth from the extension of river navien- 
44 

tione The corporations of Lincoln and King's Lynn also petitioned 

in favour of the project. An with other contemporary inland naviga- 

tign schemess local magistrates considored how it was likely to affect 

the leading landed interests in the county* The Justices of, the 

Peace and the Grand Jury of the Went Riding meeting in their quarter 

Sessions, sent three petitions in support of the Bill* ? (any of the 

landowners with estates adJoinins the rivers declared they were$- 

#unwilling to''oppose-tho Bill because it will be for a publick Good* j2 
la Pry 1. UnviulIACN I## P., 6,3, quoting Dg met-491Z4e 

2, lbidg pp,, 63-, 4j 'quoting H. ýA f -, CiLglumaleg XII, 42,76979980987t96*98 
100,101, iO4, n?, 120,122,125-6, i28,133-5,3.45-6. 
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Iým -1 1 ,, --ý, - V-'-' - 

It la doubtful it v1l'thoco potitiona origiwtod no the opontaneous 

6xproc6ion'oulocal opiniooý ýThus Joceph 'Watkinnong ono of tho 

Wakatiold proootorop paid a llr'Sinpcoa, of Roadal al 6g 4,11- 

'for a petition and for oxponceas' 

Thomas Pottorg a'Loods voollon cloth corchantL rccoived'Cl Iq , 8. d 

for'vriting potitiOnG; and-Thona'a Wiloon Cl Iq CA'for atampod 

papor and writing potitioncol 

Patitiona aCainot tho Airo and'Caldor DUI camo mainly'trom 

intorosts-dopondont upon tho-yorlwhire, OUsO for tho livelihood$ and 

from the'inland trannhipmont ýortes Thu'potition'trom Tadcantar 

stated: that the town# and other plucoo upon tho river rharloo had an 

extOnsiVe trade, to York*$Alull'and-othcr torna, and that much traffic 

pacnod botroon Tadcactor and Loodes whenco cloth and other Coodo 

ware brouCht at lgd a-horso pack"or 41L a'trucal and'paid no moro than 

4g, por ton by vator to Itulle The Corporation of York, vhich claimed 

juriediction ovor, the'river Airo from the. ouco to Knottinj; loy Wl 

D= under a Charter of Edward IV9 ur. God-that tho propoood improve- 

r4ent of tho Alro'and Caldor toXocland would loccon the tido In tho 

ouaos, Aldborou4hv norouZ; hbrýLdaes solbyt Northallortong and morchanto 

ond cumn ucing tho Ouso arcuod aimilarly&2 Ae early of) Docombor 

1697s the Corporation of York had appointed a co=ittool- 

Ito consider vLat to ý writo'to the Plirlimt man concornine tho cutting 

the Rivor Ousas' 

It Unwin# 'Aql; 191p P. 64v quoting ACH 4/35@ foleaO 

120 11LIP quoting 11-21 CL-92UM-126 XIZO 760980101110411"Us 
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On'll robruary 1693& it vau aerood-by thd Corporation thati- 

$what zonova Is disburat'upou Account Of potitioninCý that tho Rivorn 

Airo and Caldear bo not mado naviCable, may bo reimburcod att-tho 

City'a Charce9l" 

Sir John. Dland and othormill ornorn along tho rivorn potitionod 

What a clauzo should be incortod In tho Airo and Caldor UM to allow 

thomfull conponzation for damal: o to their proportyer' 

Tho; Dill vao road'-for tho cocond timo an 7 riobruary#'aud Comm, ittod 

to,, 56 llop,, Ia to vhom vU furthor patitiona voro to bo roforrodo -Tho 

co=ittoe, =a ompoworod to rocolvoclausou tlmt tho flawcautla an4 

Sundorland, coal trado, chould not bo, projudicod*3, Thin notion of tho 

Houco tau particulaOy pit; nigicants for tho d9taile or tho tax on 

coa-borno coal woro boing cottlod ot thin timo. " Tho coal intorocto 

of tho north-oant anticiratod that, any increanq in prico would favour 

tho dovolopocut, of inland coal at thoir o: Qonco$ it boint; ooa=, vd 

that domand wan unl: Uto2, y to alter- 1; roatlyo 

Tho promotors woro =turally, anxioun that tho DM chould not bo 

dolayod at the co=Ittoo Otacoo -on. 22 robrtwy It vrau aacod in 

tho Houno of, Cozzone MAI- 

'all potitiona pro and con tho Airo and CaXdor Billp bo proconto4 so 

that, thoy may ba hoard botoro, tho Committoo to rhou tho Bill Io 

committod upon lionday. Sevonnight when tho, Co=aittoo aro, to mootp and 

I, p, (j5#, quotjLnj; York IS 1. unwin OAGN it FISS. 'lloune Dooltal XXXIXI 
Docember 16§7; 11 rebruar7 1598, 

2s, Jbi -quotinglit, of C, m 0,1174, 

jig pf.. Cý joumnlys X110 go. lbidg quoting 

4, o Nott'Is 315.308 
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that no petition be, admittod, pro_ or con Bill af ter that- time -I 

During the two-months that the committee nat, upon the Billl,. councol 

was hoard-on, bahalf of the intorostod. partion. Although Lord Fairfax 

and-Sir John Kaye# the Yorkahire lj, p, 's had boon rosPonviblo for the 

Bill, in its, early stapal, the chairman of the committee was Thomas 

2 
'Go. 

-y# one, of, the mombern-for Covontrys 

The paymonto made to secure petitione reprouented only part of 

the total exnonoos incurred to promote, or oppose the Bill, 
_, 

Pnnnong 

were dra= up, forýand against the Airo, and Calder projoct and air- 

cuIatod to H. Pota., Counsel received Ila, for. draving up Ponnona 

for, passing the Billwhich-wero tranocribod at. la, per copy*, On 

7, Aprill Sir Abstrupuo, Dauby rocorded that he had 12o: - 

'For 12 copies of tho, rlpasone for, makoing navigable Air, & Caldor 

also, j3pcnt upon nollicitina tho same affair with divare membora 

cl ý 8se ýdq! 3' 

Exrponcou in solicitina tho, B111 and, ltroatingl woro not inconsiderable* 

Danby spent Z6 1Osi! -, 

Ir, ollicitins, an Interest for Air & Calder rivora beine made navinablo., 

On 6 Aprilq tho promoters' representative upont 19. q 6di- 

'in 2 Treats whon wo attondod the Houcio of Commonest 

He spent a further z2 lo- 

'in coverall other Troate when, re attended the Co=ittOO014 

li H. 
-of-C. 

journn1gj,,, XII# 1239 

20 Unwinj'ACN lls P, 65# quoting The HinutO BOOIC Of Japas Courthope, 

pptl4-15. Thomas Gory$ 0. of Thomas of Coventry wari called to 
the Bar in 1687, " 

31 Cunliffe-Uster MSS* 12* Day Book of Sir Abatrupus Danbye 
4ý UrAn, fACH 10, p6660 quoting ACN 4/994 
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Oppononto, of - the Bill'wore a1ro actively encared in colicitinS 

mimbcrý&` ý'At the end of May"tfie Corporation of York ordored that 

C50'should be remitted to one of'theIr, H*P; 'ci- 

lwhiýh wau for bis Disbursements for solicitina abt# Air and Culdarof 

On 8 April$ Sir John KayO' reported the Bill to the Itouoo of 

Co ,! 'where it =Mons$ was aGrood th6Lt a clauso'chould be innortod for the 

c0mmis6ionors nominated in the Bill''to abato the pricoo for the carr- 

iage of goods on the rivers*" Another clauco'was offorod-to eXOmpt 

the inhabitant6of Pontefract and Knottingloy from payinU river dues 

for thOlr Own co'ods coming by way'of Knottingley-Millat This was 

rejo6todo but intorecto irach'alriady'enjoyed a, toll-froo navication 

below Knottingley recogmiced that'the Alro and Calder projoct might 

prejudice their position, When , the Bill was road for tho third' 

time# on 18 April# an"ingroccod clause was offereds- 

$that fia Toll-ahall be chaiged upon any Boat for passing up and down 

the PJLver whore the samo is now navigablo, f 

This rider was also r6jocted, and the Bill was carriod to the House 

oflordc*2 

Mvliam Milner wrote to Danbyp thanIting him for hie assistance in 

the promotion, of the Billt- 

IWee may in a great Measure attribute the Success to your earnest 

Sollicitationat and great assistance in promotina it. ' 
le UnwinttACII lI,, p, 6G#, quoting York MSS* Houve Boolcut XXXIXp 2,5 May 

1698s. 

2* Ibidl, quoting H, of Go Journala#, XII# 198,237. 
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Tho Corporation of Leedu roquastod of Danby: - 

Itho contin-aanco of your advica and anciotance until our bill be 

pasold tho houl-M of Lords for voo are affraid of somo opposition 

thore. 

In tho liouco of Lordas many potitiona woro alao procentod for and 

aGainnt tho )3ill,, Tho Morchttnt Advanturora of iorks In a lact bid 

to retain their position, urged that they yearly oxported largo 

quantition of cloth# loadp corn# buttor and othor co=oditiou in 

which aboro 100 chipa and voncolo woro omployod overy yoar# a trado 

which Would bo dastroyed if tho tidoo of tho Ouae mro, lonconods 

The c6almacterc of Nowcautlo and Sunderland foarod that more than 

400 ships vould ba laid aside if coal - which did not have to pay the 

tax of five shillings per chaldor to which soa-borno coal van oubJect - 4 
van carried down tho Aire and Calder to cupply York# Lincoln# Bovorloys 

Hullg Gainobo roughq Stockvith and othor placou in tho Humborp Outo 

and Tront waterray cystom, 
2 

Whon Counsol ivas hoard for and asainct tho Bill in the 11ouco of 

Lordal on Mayl Zir Thomaji rovic and Sir Bartholomov Shorop on 

behalf of the promoterv# objoctod, that tho vitnoccoo who woro to be 

oxaminod by the opposing Counsel vmre partion directly concernode 

Aftor come dobatop the House agreed that the vritnomea should be 

hoards and John Buttery and William Kirkby - both of-whom had, cicned 

the petition of shipmastors =4 mariners, trading on the Ouno - wore 

lo Unwin, 'ACN lit quoting CunlUfe-Lister W554 990 aocel, 

2ý Unwin#, AGX 11# P. 67# quoting Ilicit*MSZ -Comm. p JL; OV-Lg MSS. ON. S* 

1119 211, 
312 



ox=ined, b Ioaac Sugdong, who was engagod In the carryizýg trade 

between Solby and Loeda# and a 'Dr# Howton' aloo Cavo ovidoncoo The 

promoters# Counsel then procontod, the caso forpaccini: tho Bill$ and 

John, Hadloy and other vitnoccea were oxaminodo At tho adjournment 

of the debato it waa movods- 

'to heare tho Trinity houco men (and) tho Trinity Ilouno 

I would send hither-somo of their body that aro moot knoving in the 

northern coastso' 

I , In its passaco through tho nouso of commou'a, tho Airo' and Calder 

Bill had proceeded alOnG lines common to other opposed naviCation 

projects*ý Members had boon solicited and treated to cupport or 

opposel printed Reasons circulated* Counsel Omployod, M raeolution 

thO Mus, e ofýLords that an independent opinion chould bo board van 

unusualo'the outcome of bitter controversy about the effect of tho 

proposed navigation on the dopth of wator in the Ousoo Supporters 

of-the Bill argued thatt.. 

$the sea bath water enough to supply all rivers# and that tho making 
I 

or cutting of never so many rivers out of or into any ancient river 

Will not abate the tide of suCh ancient river. $ 

Against this# the opponents of the Bill dehorted: - 

sthat the maUng any now cut out of tho river Ouse, will take out, and 

lesson or divert part of tho, tide of tho rivor*12 

Unvin$, 'ACII is, pp. 67-8# II*LoRoO.. MSS, Hinutos, Journal Book (10)* 

lbid, p, 68,, quoting De-la PrYmep P-184- 

312 



Intoroatn depondent Uponr tho Ouno compIrdnod fMn, or-perionco that with 

thoý doccly of (10010 cluicot tho ilownivertr 
? tWton co'nuch of tholydo thnt Uzi: hath, loat tuo toot of thvir tydoel 

Trading co=iunitios In the Valc of York accumcd that any cuttine of 

tho Ouso wou14 bo projudicial tothoir co=orcoo 

on P. 5 Ilay 1698, the London =nity Houco -prormoutod thoir lReport 

to tho Houso of Lordoo Conaidaration ims doforrod until. I Jun* whont- 

'all tho Lords,, to', attond .a9 and nothing to intorvonool2 

t1lon tho dobato tme rocumodt Cou=ol vmro aeninhocLrd cmd tho Poport 

was thon, reade , 
HaVing-conaidorod tho Bill$ thp brotbron-of fiTinity. 

Rouso woro of tho'opinion that: - 

Itho opening andvidening of W tho nivora that hava ComurAcacon 

with tho Ouzop no rw to lot tho %lydo furthor into tho =o will 

deprimthat part of tho Ouzo abovo tho julotes 

Howovor# it it was providad by tho Dal that tho tldo, ýchould not flow 

above KnottingIcy bT causing thorot- 

$a nufficiont atopp to bo mado to tho flow by d=a and locks thon the 

navif; ation of tho Airo and Culdor Ould not bo projudicial to the 

OUZO,, ' 

AlthouCh zcrabo: ýa of'tho -jrinity Houno vmro wmminadv tho Lorda woro 

140t COMPIOtoly catlafic4p cmd Inctructod that tbo London fratornity 

ChoUld Maho thC requicitc, arransomonta for an'ozn-thoýcpot curvays3 

1* VnwjujAACjI lot V*63# quoting ll*L*R*O* troSqj-jinutoc. Jour=l Dook (IO)o 

2ý lbidl quotill,,. -, jjg of t,,, Ignrniln,, Xyl, . 498* 

,: UnwingtA0411 ýlit p. 699 quoting lg. ot Lg tisSe 
1110 a24. 
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Jo" Mal'onts 'cuid Jolm Brcr. v; 611# t*6v`mombora'of'tlw Um'don Trinity 

1101WO''O voro'lnýtructc4 to'=ýmy tho rlvdra taro$ CcLIder and'Ouso 

c, cid to roport" th. -Ir Mdl:! Zb On 14 r4parato hoada of Inquiryol Sley 

lof t London on 8 Juno ruid'ravivca at Lull throo d4V, a lators ''At a 

týactine at tho Hull TrLnity Ilou. -O ca'13'Juno lt'r., x rocorded thats- 

ltlw 2 brathren of Tobtord Sterimd cmo about tho cullwAint; tho Loodu 

rivor. 

, era and r, or'n honthp whllo tho surwy tmn boinrp talmns tho prorot 

ODPOnonto of the Alro and Calder project mado ntronuoun offortri to 

precont thcircaco tn tho'rcat': ravourab: Lo'Ueht* Tho Co'rporation of 

Torl-., ''r=ocd'tlmt Jolm Pccl: *otts'; ibno of. " tholondin. s : ao. -cli=tn of thO 

city# '., Ihoman IUi3l# a mnxtar maiýincrj, cmd Jol= r3ty, tho cityla 

'hunban4l - rho =a crcat]4 concernod in =ttorn of hydrocraphY - 

abould rp to )lull-,, - 
I to noote the Contlcncn , camcing from, tha Corporacon of Tritity houso 

concerned for and ai;. -dmct tho rachoiiii; the Mum Airo irmd Coldcr 

linviCrible And that Itr Pcelcolut troato and complomant tl-. 0 caid porcono 

vmlo chaU thinkc gitt And tho City to cupply h1m vith r. oncyc for 

t- ho Charro thercof*13 
r. Unt-lusUGN 1; 

0-p#69p quotJmz llowby, 
Z* Rull Trinity Mum 1=* Vote Book 1682-99* 

UrIVIZOVAC11 III P0690 quotins York 1=0 UOU00 DOOL-00 3=1XI a Juno 
1698o Peckott rnn Intor allorod clo fors- fconoy dieburat for Aire 

and Calear attair rhou tho Capts c=o upp tho r-. ivcrtl Ald=. -= 
Shacklaton roccivc4 MO Wfor trcýtlna the Officorn of Trinity 
lwuco; t and a loudinr, wino morchant in Torho - Jubb# propriotor 
of Itho Gooraol in Concy Ste rocolved Z3 ! ý,. U 1ý4.. fortrIO. Wroatint; 
tho CaptAines that viewid Airo Caldor durains thoir Abodo in 
Townaol 
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Tilien they haa coaploted thoir survey o& tho Oucol Clenonto and 

Droiwoll proceeded up the Alrom On PJý Jundg M. Iliau *=nor rcquoatod 

Thoresby to send to Loodal- 

Itho account of diattmoca of p1r. cer., uhich , vou and lir Xirko tcol: o upon 

th6 Viver Ayre for it will bo of Cood wrvice, to uoel"ý' 

One'of tho W&ofiold promotcra vpcnt: - 

1when vent to coot tho Gontlomen, of, Trinity houno at %unbridee 41! 8A* 

Flowden 7.2* T: rmine Cl O. U 61, w llawcliffe 8P. Cd Forrybridi; o 

S; 2,1 AU0 6A. Iý 
Timo war3 agaLint tho prozoterso Tha reprowntativou of London 

, Trinity liouno conpleted their curvoy and report on 9 July# but 

Parli=ont vac proiroguod boforu tho Bill - had paccod throuch the liouco 

of Lordso 

a, 41 &*& 111 00&0a0&0060& 

During tho cu=. cr of 169.8# Thomasp Lord Fairfax we In Loodas 

and promicod that he rould continue to curr. ort tho =viention cchomoo 

On 22 Ju, lyp Henry Fairfar. appricad Thorccby thnt hin brothor intondad 

to: - 

#=ito of fir m7cri Zou. -colfe# and reot of I: ood friondo tolnorrow 

*. ** my brother ### in no much devoted to verve 7ou and your Cor- 

poration as my t. hocoaver p& '91 
It 

I*- UnwintIAGN I*-# P40p quotint: VOvb. Y Uall 1. =. IIH/Zlj46*- 
2# Lb_i.. 49 quoting 'Utterc Addrooned to rvalph Thorociby 

Pliblicationa of tho Thoraby :; ocictyg XXI (1912), m 61q, 
3e lbldt quoti" ACN 4/35p fol., 2. o 
)is 'Lattera Addrennod to Valph Thorosby orkscit, o V, 061. 
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In tho : ro3. loi;, -ini; 'Pc6: liamontiLi7'c; ooci6n'xvnowed of torta troro =ado 

by tho Loodo and'rýý.,, oflold promotore, to"obtala an Act Cor tho Alro 

and Culdor navigatione A poUtion'waa provoritud fmm Looda, to tho 

i1ouno of Co. -ons on 11 January 1699g'ý vlicn it wao ardorod that a Bill 

chould bo proyarod cmd brouZht in by. Lord Fairfaxg ono of tho Yorl: ý- 

ghlro 11*11'elog toj;,, 3thcr %; ýth l3rothortont Thia van proconted on 
28 January$ ulibu it waa road-for l4who first t1mo, rotitiona =re 

aeain'proparýd for and aCainat tho U110' tho- pro-motcra pctyronto in. 

cludinz; tho cum of -cz: - 

'on tho Buraura oa^ nitfords02 

Vic Corp'oration og York. ' appointod'a committoo: - 

#vZalzwt tho Cuttine, tho Rivoro Alro -& Coldcr* 13 

ThO OPPOnOutu Of 1113" Bill attomptad to dolcq ita p-rogroca tl. luvuch 

the Ilouua of Coumona# and-muctorod their adhoronto for tho socond 

rcadlust Tho Looda pronotora. wroto to lord Irvin, roquoutina that 

lw'vould attend tho Uomao at that crucial ctaco: - 

land alao *, *, wour frianda to doo tho c=oof 
4 

Mon tho =1 vwxoad tor tho nocoad tima on 7 Fobra=76 a Motion 

=a movod by ita op-loononta to. rofor It to a Co=mittoo of tho vhOlO 

Ilousp 0 IT'Nalo vas dafoatods horovorp and tho DM trin comzitirtad to, 

lio 3=od lispelas tocothor vdth. tiwao for tho countiac ol Yorl-. # Durh=s 
? 09- quotinS 11- of 0. ourn.; rie xii 39 96 

quOtinr, YOXJ--- MOlzas XMX# 24 JanuarY 16990 
4# quatIns Tomplo Itottrum =. Tý/LA5/1/1. 
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Lancaeters, C=borland"and Northumborland. Patitiona from-tho City 

of York and from4rancia Nevill againat'Itho Bill wero*procented on 

iho'camo'-day'and referred to the-co=ittee, 'Which van inatructod to 

hear Counuel on their behalf* Francin Novill of Chovot# tho owncr 

of Wakefield Soke Millat, waa unablo to accept tho Caldor promotoral 

plan to use the mill goit which served him"with water# in ordor to 
2 

avoid the rocky bed of the river at Wakefield# 

'The Bill and opposing potitiona'were'road before tho'Co=ittoo 

on 3.1 Fobruarys but hearing by Counsol was'delayed for nearly throo 

wooke when: - 

#the Mastor and Wardens of Trinity House doo--attond & produco 

the Report " relacon to the makeing the Daid rivore ua4iCable and 

that they have a Copy of the BillO13 

The chairman of the Committee was Sir'John Blands Ono of the 

M*PevB for Pontefracts who had opposod tho firat Bill. Blandle 

position in the navigation conflict was not unimportanto AD ornor 

of'oeveral. collioriee in"Castleford and Houghton# and of millo-along 

the river'Airel he'vould be directly affected by any project tO 

extend navigation; his constituonta were anxioun to retain a toll- 

free water=y to Knottingley., On 22 February'1699 - while the Bill 

was'being considered in Committee -'an agreement vae confirmod 

be-twoen Bland and tho Leede promotors for tho jeaso of tho rip- 

arian mills in quontion,, It was stipulated that Bland might erect 

le Unwin#'ACN 110 p., 71# quoting H. of C., Journalug XIIP_ 486, 

2. The last will of Novillq dated ll'Octobor 1705 montiona hie rape- 

mill in Wakefioldo W*R. D* A/240/345., 

3. Unwing'ACN l's p*71* 
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now milla -in Cactlolord providod those, woro not'f or, corn milling'or. 

mod crualdngpýcndthat In timon of drouCht ho rouldtft 

oach day'o" 01 cauco"tho Clovm belonaint; to any , now IliU to, bo not 

dom, for two, 'Jýý'o'and no loý, Coro 

other -yroviclonaln tho aerocmmont-doalt with tho componcation'tor 

d=azes to, DlazdlncolUerlcu aiidtsouChu' lf-tho'rivoriq vmro improved* 

Tho'promotora eZrood that Mlandfa coal and 11no tdzht'bo carried- 

froo of to3l and the Ifilmbitants"of Pontafract -'DIandlo'cOnctituouta- 

wers-to'payýuo tolla"on that'ctrotcý-of-týo river already zavig%bloel 

it le probaýlo'that'simllar agreements woro-mado- with- othor 

Influontial-, limdoymern vrhilo, tho Bill -'van' p, accint: throuO - Parll=ont 

When Councol attonded tho Co=ittoo'on'l Ilarch 16ý9, tlio Poport 

made by Clemonts and Dromwell- tho-itv6 doloCatca from-tho I London 

TrIzity Itouce # van read o "- -, Upon - arrival"In YorkaUrci thoy had -found 

thatloo 

Itho poople of liull, coomtd noo =Y'affoctod at tho makoýnj; thooo 

vivcre Havigablo nor vould thoy pretCnd to Judeo Whothor tho Import- 

ation-of Co I aloe from flowcastle *would bo-Lostmod-or not thorobyet 

The extont to vbich coal from the West Ridina, would'compoto in tho 

rivor marmoto with that brousht from Tvnorjido'nnd Toarsido- wav diffl- 

cult'to ectimate. Tho dololptea could nott- 
, with my m=or of vatlafaction ý*- -a , ioarn tho pricon of tho coolo 

pp*71--! 2# nuotins Bland 14=*'DB 21212AZo 'The AIM 

and Caldor undertakers roneved-this asroomont vith tho Bland 
t=: Lly on coveral occasiona durinc. the eightcouth century* 

2* Tho Airo and Caldor pupore at York indiCato a 81011ar al; rocmant 
botwoon the undort&. orc md Sir Villiam Louthar of fllhtrilliuýtons 
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abot. Locda vakefoild & c#thor Placon upon. the Aire Caldor the jx=o 

boing, vo, vory diforant & uncortainool 

Untill. a ýnavilCaýion van complete, and lock duca impoced It would be 

impocciblo to judCo the prico at. which York. rtn'd othortotma might 

be aupplied. Tho deleGaton concidorad'that the quality of coal 

from the rout IRWUZ: was an important factorg, fort- 

#as to its Lastingnocco o=optina what, comes from Darnocloy rch will 

have: noo bonifitt In Carriaco by the takoinG thoce'rivorn vavimblo# 

boarn no comparison wth the Novcaatle Conlon, ' 

it was affirmed that coal from the north-eact sold at 3g or 4. q a 

chaldor more than tho boat of Vont Yorkshire and for Oq moro than the 

worato Hol7ovors the delocaton concludodip. 

'that WhJast the Dutyca of ýj per Chaldron continuou upon the No" 

castle Coaloo tho other wIll havd tho advantnCo in its vent tho how 

far the dutyas that vill be to,, bo paid towards the maintaining the 

intended lacks upon the Airo & Calder by the Coale brought down the 

came nay contribute to * puttina it on tho c=o foot aCaino wth 

the Dowcactlo Coale vill remain to be concider'do' 

Tho landon Trinity Houco dolceaton in their Roport connidorod 

that the afroct, of tho Airo an4 Caldor naviention upon the trado of 

tho inland porte would vary from placoto placos T12o trado of Tod- 

cantor by water van vo rmall thatt- 

fit ccauaot bo affoctod by *#* rzkoins tho Airo & Caldor Ilavisabloof 

Knottinslay# tho, noarcut ahippina point for tho cloth manufacturing 

dictricto, of tho Tiont Ming was a flouriching rivor porti- 

Ogoo dutyon no to could learno boins paid by thoso Voccollo in thoir 
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sooina comeiiiglrom vorko'llull &c 

Tho dolc6ýtcb found tho =ollon manufacturo and trado of Yorit to bo 

inconaidorablo; 40 
lWhAt'froii'ýthoIx'o= no'Cloct b th6 ýinduatry of tho pooplo of Loodo 

Vakofoild tr-tovcxýýoolo vhothor tho-ccgio' ic 6arýrj- ld - 

Tho'. t3ý. ado'r6rýalnina' to'thO'CitY "ýOncictod chiofly of tho c. Tort of 
iaadý- butter'an Id I- ch'ooco*",, "- Sovo I ral'York'izorchanta had'iudmittod that 

tho tr"o'or tho City vould, bo'ouýy allchtly offactod by'loproving 

and , oxtbhdinf; 'tho'naviratlon of -týoý'Airb-and -'C I 
caderip On tho othcrý 

hcihd$ tho'Pop6it cot o'ut'thai Selbv'ý-"tho'ýprinciýal'tranchi'pnont port- 

'Ouc. 6'iouldl on ý the 

lif'tho # a, # 
Alora bo'cado'naviCablo-roo''*noaro'Totaly to looco 

ih6'b6nifitt of boinZ: "iho"'tlý. orouShtairo"an"it now io'* I 

Tho Roport did zuch' to'rofuto arj: uzontc'that*th6 tidoc of tho 

Ouce-vrould bolocconed by offecting tho'Airo, and Coldor project*' 

Comylninto'IrOm th6 inhabitanta'of York, that tho docoy of Goolo cluico 

hadlonvonod tho dopth oftdtar in' tho'Oucc =ro'o=C,,.,,, oratod,, Accord**- 

I"', to a. -survoy of 1616 apring tido: s flowed two foot six Inchon at 

'York pýý while' In 1698 1- 

fbý thoir-o= Accot it flovmc tho c=ool 

Tho doleCatos had concidoro'd tho obatructiona to mviCation onýtho 

Airo uhich the-, promotorn propocWto removol but toro convincod thati- 

fnoo'cuch quantityo-of cand or'-cullvzo*can ba theroby raizod 

brour, ht do=e an to boi; ott any'cort of Barr in that part of tho Ouno 

aCainst, the routh of tho AlrsiO 

V ft^ 
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, 
on Of-thOýAire IROUld PrCJudiCO tho Oucos but 17"ýr4' 

-, at: tho 13'3; 1ýh 

the -promotorop. 

,. 
"dJLd awuro uvJ'OO Such thit'S was intended boin, 5, contant to cubmit 

o,, ho contrar, to a'clauUo'-: in. 
'thQ 

bill tt 

By the-construction of a locký at, Haddlecoy the tido, vould not, flow 

an., hi, w, h upAho Alrojý, andv conclequontlypv'' 

ývill rathor . 
Increase., than 

Ila coon tho vator,., in tho'ou. -, oe# 
A&ainot tho,,,, Iova of trado to Solbys, the doleEntoo atroacod tho 

. =4ny__A4vantnzoG IJI'toly, to accruo. to the, woollen - sma'Ofacturing 

districts oV. tho rmat RidIngp'Lancoohiro. and raotmorleM. Dy rakinc 

, t4o rivors Alro, tuld Caldor naviCablot- 

, 
fthe'. peoplq qfIoe4z, & Vohofoiýld placen thorcaboto almll, bo 

able to cArrythor. o'Imnufactor, _ -to-, 
marltott or in'ordorý to E)*ortation 

abroad Xboopor, by ono IvAto t4on 
-what ýthoy, now doo by Land, Carriap, 

& with locs, Iyablenonao to, 4=aso an. all othor Cooda, vill be brouzht 

to them nuch more Zanily &_at. Cheaper Paton for of tho 

tuvrlcitl tomes in t, ho root Ptidinj; 
ý! 
Df YorkohirO, &'cvon, of cozo, parto of 

LancachirolA Vootmorolando! 

In conclusion,, ýIementa and Dromirall acsortod thattem 

My heazlLnC & comparoing al"hat van naid on Evory, cido wo oro lad 

to be of oppinion that no Looda Wrazoroild aro bocomo pletcon of 

trado we Concid'abla, for our Toollon tutnufactarce it would to for 

the advantaCo & Improvext of tho trado in thooo parta to havo the 

Rivera Airo & Caldor mado Jlaviaablogf 

Althoursh'tho' trad6ro and sUppgro of Colby ml&ýht exporlenco a declino 

. 3a 



in-businocs jr thýo rivors woro Improveds- 

mý'aviemtio`n- on 'thoý, Riv'or* O, uz,, o, no- voll, no- th6 

1 11 not' Rivorn runnint; into-tho cwmo vil 'bo projudicea' I" ý, -- , ,, -"- 

Tho ascumption thattrado''on"ono" Avor "cbuW, only bo lncro=4 by 

thýr iiýAcatibuvs and'trith 21ttlo or no incranco 

in . total volilýýo va Ia, p=tly rOVitc'd*' 'Tbuo'lt vao maintainod thA If 

tho"Aiiý and Calder'projoet vau carriod out:. 

6 't'b n, ef, _0ý vr U fnavicati6n"in'colnorall viW'rdspoc oth' to -00=o Co=Or i 

rýthor'i6 `incr6acod thou Io coned' tbýroby,, I 

14, 
i, ,ý 

tbýi ýh' ''"0' ý` 11 1 c'"'41" ,, ý ý- 'Al u th6 dilolptoo do la, re 'that tfiey hid'enthorod: - 

I týo 'b6ct'lnf6=ationD **, ý" from ýýp'oopla' th6 lonst paitialls ý, ' ,- 

cIoi uýýcl and 'novoiral"witnoci6c iorlho'-'cit IV of York$ atto I mptod to chow 

bi ,d *` 
ý "' "t'''"'"1 tt 'tA "'that Yorij ,- vhi' h"' that th6 R'c*poA"vmc atio ,,, I 'Tana coo c carriod 

on ; an -limpor ,tI ant I 'trado' in chocco buttor and cloth'vould bo ruined it 

thO Aire' and I Cald6r'wera zadeý. navi6ýlo#ý, -z-TUntho tide florod'at 

the m'OUth ýOf - th6 t4i6 it abbod In* tlio'llumboro =t6r bolul; ' dra w from 

tl)6 6UGO, 
* Thofcity, had, alnost-loo veasole on=cd in tradop far 

moro" thrin the Tri I nity Houco' aolo'Catas had, roportode -All I tho Titno acca 

roforro Id to tha- decay of &olo sluice vihichlmd'locscnýd' the depth of 

water Izitho'rivem Thub it"r'aa-dopoc ad that'at York tho tidot- 

foot#$ Idoon not flow co cucli by a 

John Baconj maotor'of tho, UIrh'_ag2UjyO a coactor trading botwoon 

London$' Selby and York# infdmodU6 Co=ittoo thatt.. 

'when Cold Sluco was up# it flowed ab 
-ova-a 

foot hichor-than now in 

I Unvin ACH IIg pp o 72-4j quo ting Nowby Hall HS5 e 1111/2111j6 
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tho, rivcr Ayro's 

Tho 0, pponcato ofý tho 13121 admitted horever that if tho 11111 ýDc= at 

Xz, ottinclcy. = 4ot removed# -cndýlf, no, cuts Yoro zpdo Into, tho Ounop 

t-hoa-, tho naviCation of Yoeez, would not, -bo'impairedo. John nutteryl a 

Yor4', rJdp=atcr# concedod thatlý, -,, 

lthoýaludeing of'tho river Ouao In aýprojudico to tho, florUe of tho 

i1scro 

Tho city, corporation of Yorl; apparoptly, acrood vith thic concluniono, 

At a mooting at tho GulldhaU on. 13 16990 it tau docidod 

that tho for tho City should', be'roquactod: - 

, 'to ccud cm InCinocr av. coono - cm pozaibly, - thoy.., c= to view tho Rivor 
2 of ouzo,, In ord-or, to naLm it moro. navlCablool, 

Counsol for tl'O Dill tlffl-'mOd Wult it naviCation vac extended to 

Looda and Valtotiold tho coot of carrialp to, tho, trauchipmont ports 

vould bo roduco4 by tvo-thirdao, Johq Hadley, the onl; inocr, nonurod 
ýI 

tho Committoo that thoro tould bo no'cut, to, divort tho currout of 

tho'Ousoo Man oppocinc Councel roquoutod that a clauno chould bo 

incortod in tho Bill to on=o that tho promotorn maintainod cuq 

locka. uhich vora oractod on tho lowor reachou of tho rivorl Hadloy 

ctatod that tho firot lock vould bo cot up at lladdlocoy. Aftor a 

Iona cittingp tho Co=lttoo wao adjournado-3 

On 13 I: arch# Sir John Bland reportod tho Dill to tlic Itouco of 
le- unvu#*Acl'-"# P, *'1'! )# quOtint; 20. 

-Ulllntoloný Of ýmm-Umr-Mfmgl 

2* lb.. ido quotin4; York I=# House Bookc# 20=Xl 13 Jrobruary 1699* 

30 quOtinC ItIO Minn" MOIS, Of ZWOO 001'rthO. 11229 P#67, s 
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-, .-f, -"-. 1ý . 1,11-WI, -IIj, -- ý771 

Co=ons#-togethor with the =ondmenta , which hadýboon agrood to In, the 

, 
Committoo* , ýSovoral of the amondmenta, voro, accoptod bytho Ilouse# 

but alclauce that,, boats-thich bolongod-to, Knottini; loy, and othor 

tovne; on tho Airo_, andladon with llmoýehould be oxompt from-, tollg#and 

pay only, l., n porýton-for othor Sooda paneing botroon Knottingloy Mill 

D= ý and ý the ý Ouso vms rojoctod., ', Whon, tho - Bin -, waa road for the,,, 

third4timeg, a, clauso ... to, exompt limo from lock-duon itcarriod by 

vossels from torns v7horo tho Airevas alroady navigablo -. -van agroodsl 

The, lime traders of Knottingloy wore thus protoctods but proforontial 

tolla', on. thovoýpartc of tho Airo not-subjoct to rivor duoa wore not 

included, -, Whon the. promptpra - in accordanco vith thair ai: roomont, 

with Sir John Bland - rented his, =Ulal the. ' toma of the loaco atipu- 

lated, that tho proprietors or, undertakorn of%tho., navleationvouldi- 

'bring up and convey for all the inhabitants of Pontotract all 

sorts of goods belonginj; - to them at, ac, cheap and low a 

Rate (between)*-* *,,, Wooland__and ForrvbridCo,, no tho In- 

habitanto have formerly-had the, camoý, , *, (botroon) * ,* Wooland 
2 

and Knottingloys I, 

Tho corporation of.. Pontefract secured a ridor to the Dill that thoir 

right to an ancient - 
toll on ý the Aire 9 between TomPlo liurat and 

KnottingloylLills. - chould continuo. 
3,, 

With the pasmSo of the Bill th. -. ou; h the lJouco of Co=oncl Offac- 

tivo oppoation'in parliment'waV ovorcomo o Sir Willi= rzobin6on'p 
io Unvin#$AcN it# p. 76p quoting H,. of Co Journalrij XIIP . 

5847 

2* M& quoting Bland MSS, DB 21Z/ZAO* 

3& Xbid# quoting Ho of Cs Journalop X11p 606v 
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one of the 11, psts for Yor%$ informed hip. conptitucntsýthat the second, 

Trinity-Ilouco noport was being circulatcd in the uppor Houce wharo it 

waa makini; a Grcat improssiono Ho had consulted tho Earl of Scar- 

borouj; hý_ the otmor of oxtonsivo collierion around Sunderland) who 

ras preparcd to move in the HOUGO of Lordo that Counsel chould be 

hoard# provided that a petition-,. from-Yorkg and witnoccos to vapport 

its alloeationa, had been prepared* A rook might be Cainod buts- 

Me durat not venture to arlt a lonCer times for foarIt should be 

look'd on$ onoly as a delays# 

r, obinson, concludod1hat a short petition might be precontod but ho 

excurod tho Lord Mayor that$- 

#the Citty ch 
, 
all looco noroputations by offorina it to no purpocal 

or opocini; the bill in tho Lordo houco without Como tolorablo proupoct 

of succonr,. '? ' 

Ito petitiono woro, proconted to the Houco of-Lordr; aSainst tho Bill* 

Mlllam Milnor drow up Eoncons to convinco tho-Mce, of Looda 

that the Airo and Calder navlccýtion would not projudico-tho trade of 

YorL-* He TToto. 'to Sir Abistrupus Danby requootini; hims- 

Ito Imploy your Interest with the Dulto of Looda, and the rciot of tho 

Lorda of your Acquaintanco to promote our Bill. 13 

On 25 March$ tho Bill =M read for -tho socond time and committed., Nine 

10 p* 35* 

2* UnrinOIACH 11j,,, p*77, quotinC. Yorlr., IISS*. )#ccollanoaj Ixp 419 Sir 

villian Robincon, vas M, Ps for Northaýlerton 1683-90, p and vac 

roturned in oiGht cuccopsive Parliaments no one of the IfePs's for 

York, lIo. d, 1736*, 
3* Cunliffe-Lictor H55,699 soc, l* 
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days later, the'Lord President ro'ported'. the Billsýtogethor-vith several 

minob-amondmento td its engrossed form# Those were accepted and the 

Bill wis'pasood. On! 12 April l699s`the-, Houoo, of, Commonc agreed to 

the-ýmeidmontsiado by the Lords*" Some oixtoon months after the 

preparations to obtain anAct`had'co=oncodO`tho-Airo and-Caldor pro- 

mot'ors hýd finall y'socured Parliamontary4uthority for their under- 

taking. 

By the'torme of the Act# 18 undortakorb were empowered to make 

the"Airo'knd-Calder navigable, from Wooland toýLoode and Wakefield, 

They were , authorisod to cleanses onlaree or straighten tho, courve of 

the rivers; to dig and cut tho'banka; to make now or larL? or cuts 

through adJoining'lando; to set outioving paths; and to oroct-locicso 

The undertakers were to'componcate for loco ofp, or damago, tos property$ 

co=isaionors'boing named in tho4ct to_modiatoýbetwoon the under- 

takers'and landowners* Tolle vI ore fixed at 10. q per ton fr6m, 141ay 

to I"Octobers and'16. q'poi ton from I October to 1 Mays as the maximum 
2,, 

rates which might be demanded* 

ý19 Wakefield promoters spent C421' 1% 12, d in securing the 

Act. The total sum paid out by tho Leeds promoters is more difficult 

to ascertains although: - 

$in other respects the Leeds party appears to have taken the load03 

J"par Blythmant the Eocprder of Loodog. rocoived covoral cumn for, 

1., Unwin##ACH quoting H# ýf Ce Journaloo XIIj - n3 
& 

2.10 Will, 1118 C. 230 
3# Unring'ACH 110 p,, 8Oj quoting AGN 4/99* 
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legal expencong including one payment of r, 110 14. Ho also received 

quzý.. of L53 15. qt- 
#a's a gratuity for o. painea in Solliciting advising the pro- 

c. uring, of jhe, Actso 

William, Milnerg rho cubcoquently bocamý tho,, principal oubccribor to 

the undertaking. van paid 919,1ý. a. for-hic London jottruoyool In viev 

of the-atronuous activity of tho-Loods promotcrol It seems unlikely 

that thby spent less on promoting tho Billo, than thoir countorparta 

at Vakofioldo, The Corporation of York paid out abovo cXo in oppos. 

ing tho Bills, 

Whou compared with othor inland navisation projecto of tho Into 

covoutoonth and oarly oightoonth conturio's. tho rapidity with which 

tho., Airo and Calder: promotors,,, obtainod statutoFy authority for their 

undertaking ir; atrikinco, ý, Opposition. to - the ILUIc van vory roal p -and 

potitions againnt tho, project vioro-provonted from many torna that had 

Parliamontary 
'ropronentation, 

in contratitp' tho, main cupport c=o 

from-tho unroprocontod tornahips or the Wont Viding, Two principal 

factorn must be taken into account in any attompt 4Wo oL-plain tho 

promoteral succonas 

Firstlys, tho riparianýintcrest mcido no concortod offort to abort 

the Ullas, ' For the, moot parts the =Ulownors who potitionod aCainfit 

tho projoct wore apparently satiatiod-vTith claucoo In tho Act which 

would-obliSe the-undorta4ers to comPazwatc for any d=ctCo to property 
1ý Unvin#IACII 11# p. 80, quoting ACN 4/99* 

2, lbid# quoting York WSS* Chamberlainnt Account Books# XXIX* 
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ls'ýir weirs"chich would hii o to'Lo domolichod, 
-and- 
in order, to' c'=*ry out, 'tho-rc, ý ZIr John Bland# 

vhoco- contti uod oppoltion mielit , 
_havo"delayed, 

tho ii =%, out-00 not 

roc4)ivcd'im, portantlýconco#3oions for himeolto for lain conttituento 

in Pontotracti', -Aa'a rosultp-thb'prqzotora'Cýfu9d an, ally rho did 

. 3auch, to pilot thn'r-ocond, Bill through tho-HOUDO of c6m, %Onas, 

litat o tho P` "Airo and Caldor Tho wcond- factor to avc, 're of the 

Bill - arono, from tho-decialon takon"by ibe "nouco of Lorda to' concult 

tho Loudon Trinity- usoe--' The-rrizarylimotlvO, " roforrin8-to*'SM- 

ind6p'onl6'nt'-opinionýaroco"froý"tho'v'arious ý-ara=cnts-, Over tho probablo 

-offact of, tho-proposod navleatlon'upon^tha tide6'nad vatero'ot tho 

OUDOO "A"dictinctioný=otb6'diavu-betwoon tho, two Poports. Tho 

.: 
first mýde on'25 tho'ý'quoation of 

tho. lidac. "' Tho'cocand-Tto, -t)orts'nadoý. bv, 'Cloconto and-Bromwall'In the 

nummor'-ol 1698, bocidc6 v 1ý or 4 the catud- 

rizio'tidoct'-alco-toolt'into conaidaration tho-arctwonta omployod, by 

opponoats of the Alro nnd Calder, achomo on tho chaneoc vrhich tliCht 

occur within tho pravailinn, pntterno, of trado. from an, extanalon of 

river navication to Looda =d talsoflold., Confliati" OPLTdona On 

thoso, bro: Ldor mcpoctsý9f an Improver-ont'schono, ofton contributed to 

tho- lona dolcq "boforo an Art ravli=lly, pýcaadoll --'Thus tho Imcond 

report, provod an'-invalimble accet to, tho -Airo and Culdor, promoteras 

Tho quoction remaina# ý =a the' socond roPort'pAitial? 'Uth vidon 

naturall? . attomptod'to, proomt, thoir case I In'tho morat iavourabla 
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light! 't'o, tho officcrD. Of the Trinity liounog but'it in-doubtful if the 

Peport'van biasod inýfa7our of the Airo'and Caldor promotorns It in 

true that the, vany advantae. o s'ýikol "to acc'ruo to'th'o ont Piding 

hbourine, countionvero"not outg but cortain rovorvationa wore and noir 

madot'particularly-on'tho, pocition of Splby#'-and on tho probable 

lDffOCtS'Of-thO navigation'on'the nale of-Nowcaatlo and'Sundorland' 

coal*, ý The : Report fito'clor-oly'vith', tho-known, otato of trade* By 

tho late sovontoenth century York had loot-it a formor prominence in 

, 
the mapufactura'and'ealo of'woollon cloth, "', -Shoale and oilting wore 

a primaryýcauao'of the docay of tho, Ouseo-vrhich had'10d to a fall in 

tho, ýonnago'of 
vo'mcolo th-at"'wore able to . ro ach , York*'. On the other 

handt, Solby and Knottingloy'had'bocome important'shipping'pointo-for 

the, ýSroring trade of tho'Weot Ridinso''' '31120"authora of the vocond 

Poport voro'cautioua in'their Coneral concluniono-''roalining that 

noithor the'aspirations'of, tho promoterat- ýor the foarn of'their 

opponenta would be approci , ated ieforo'tho"indortaking had boon I com- 

pletod# 

(Vi. )PROPOSALS FOR Tar, imppomt-man OF 
-Tim, 

Youmam ousc, 

I one important factor in tho., timing of improvement projacto AMOO 

from the, ansumption that any, chango ln'iilland'nývigation pattarnsp 

which bonefitod'ono trading co=unlty# must provo dotrimontal to 

others# -Althou h* the M, polu" for tho'city of. York were often given 

inatructiona., by, the Corporation to socuro, logiclation for improving 

ig Unwino, Acil le- Pe790 
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tho,, ouno' the'auccocs of the'Aire and Calder promoters noýdoubt 

promptod schomos, to-rostore"tho'balance of trade* 

'7, On 1.3 February 16991"six days aftor 6ho oppononto of tho Aire 

and Calder Bill, had failed to halt. it at tho'ý, second roadingl, tho 

city Corporation-of York roquented its H*P*la: - 

Ito send an Ingineer as soone as ponsibly they Can to View the Pivcr 

Of"Ouze in order to mako it more navigable, 13' 

Two months later$ on 12'AprI3.9 it was wood that: - 

IThomas'Surboy the'first person named to come dovmo to viow tho 

Cutting of the River Ouze an an Ingineer, be I 'nont downo, accordingloy, 12 

Surbey's survey of tho river Ouaa was carriod out botwoon 5'and 

19'MaY, o ' His report showed clearly the hazarde of navleation on tho 
I 

rivor below the City - shoals at Water Fulford# below Cawoodp againct 

Selby Forryp near Aseelbyp and at Booth Forryl tortuous bonds botwoon 

Aaselby'Hope and Booth Forry# and-at'Goolal and tho narrowing of tho 

river at Howden Dyke* To romody those dofoctop-Surboy roco=ondod 

tho, romoval of obstructions at Howden Dyke, and conaidorod a lock at 

Naburn to -be: #* - 

#the beat and Cheapont way for Improvement of'yotr Navigation and 

trado*03 
lie also proposed cuts between Asselby Hope and Booth Forryg and to 

eliminate the bonds at Goole. Although AO action wau takon by the 

civic authorities to implement the Report.. probably bocauno Surboyla 

1, York MIS# House Bookas XL j 13 February 1999, 

2,, 2id# 12 April 1699, 

. 
3* Duckham (1967)#P#53* 
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estimate of -the cost of, carr. Yini; out the, various improvomehta was too 

hish-- the-principal. roco=ondation waa soon takon up by anothor 

engineer-and hydrographor*l 4 

A ý'- On,,?,, July,: L699t a'committee was set up by the-city corporationi- 

, 
fto toot an4 discourse Mr Hadley about makoing a Lock upon the River 

ouso'O ý.,. Iýý-1.1 ", .-I 

John, Hadley, whose association with_Sorocold and activities in pro- 

moting, the Aire a'zd Caldor,, navigation have already boon noticed$ 

nagotiated.. with the city corporation the details 'for the construction 

of the lock-on the Ouso* On 20 November 1699#"It was agrood, thati- 

! the"Lock upon the River Ouz6, proposod to bo-mado and fixed by Mr 

Hadley, orwhoevor obiiU undertake the same Bhall,, bo dono and finiahod 

at tho Charao-of iuch, Citizons'. of this City and othore an shall be 

willing to advan6o, m6noy towiLrdn'tho'satioO 

it is probable that'it was intended that rivor duos should only be 

Imposod'until-the Improvemonts had boon-complotedl for tho corporation 
I 

agreed that thono nubacribingi- ''I ýi 

$shall have the bonotitt of tho_Tonage to be laid on by Act of Parlia- 

ment till such ý time as they shall be o roimbursed thoir Principall 

and In, torest as they shall rospectivoly advance upon this account*12 

The improvements to be of focted were sufficiently oxtoncivo that 

statutory authorityý=i requisite, In the autumn of 2699glMantiow 

1, Duckham (1967). P*53. 
29 York, MSS* Houso Boolisp' XL# 7 Julv'1699; 20 Iýovombor 1699, 

IK7)1 
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were mado, to, promote' a'Billo -John Etty# tho, Cityla -1husbandl mado I 

a further survey of the Ouse -- for, which,, be, rocoivod'r, 5, ' 19. ao -- and 

a Biliýwas draftod: - 

for and kooping the r-aid Itiver moro navigabl'O. 11 

Although tho Bill, roachod itis second, roadingg-tho proroCation of 

Parli =_, ont prevented Its Pascago*' , Tho, irincipal promoter of tho Billl 

Honry Thompson of Escricko "died ishortly'aftorv=dop and tho icheme 

was not rovivod, 
2 ýEfforts to 'revive tho' - woollon inductry in tho City 

were ahort-liveds In 1698g the civic authorition ontorod into an 

aeroament with a sorge-makor to eatablish a woollen manufactory in 

tI he City, but$ after a short time# the scheme lapsed*3 At tho c=o 

timo#,, commorcial interosts were contemplating other ways to roatore 

the waning. fortunell of their community by obtaining statutory sanction 
16, York MSS* ChEborlainal Account Bookop-XXX., 

20 Drake, p. Z31,, There is evidence that conditions wore particularly 
unfavourable at thi c timo'for York traders. Writing from Londono 

E* Ridodalo, appriood, Androw Wilkinson of Boroughbridgo,: - to ,* 
They say that the taking off. the Bounty money given for exporting 
corn will prevent the oxportatioup being not worth the trade now# 

since it's taken off Many of the Buttor Morchants in York 

are sufferers horet for they bought firkins at 21. q apiece and the 

winter being open they could not be sold here* . And they only. 

offer them lAn a firkin now, *# 17 ]February 1699* Sir Thomas Lawson- 

Tancredg ]Records of a Yorkshiro Moor (1937)v p*2Z3* 

3i 31-0-Ho Lcýrmj P*172- On 2ý May 1698$ a committee had boon appointod 

-to consider of terms and articles of agroomont with Richard Snow 

of Masham for the g3ett2lngof a woollon manufactory in Yorke, 

York MSS,, House Bookep XXXIX. 
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for the establishmont of a wool markoto a proposal which also fadod 

into oblivion*l That tho Ouse navigation projects and schomos to 

revitalice tho industry and trado of the Cityo would not be corioucly 

4 

considered again for a numbor of yearn$ providou further indication 

that the of forts zaado in the last yearn of th6 n6ventoonth contury 

were in respons6 to the challonco from tho clothing townchipa of tho 

Went Riding# rathor than indigoious andeavourn from a City whono 

population and economy voro oncentially static at that poriod. 
2 

THE EXTENSIOll OF ýAVIGATIM TO IIALTON 

Loss information has cozo to light concorning tho-promotion of 

the Bill to extend inland navigation to Malton. In tho North RidinSp 

the traders in the town of Halton disquanod, tho advantagoo of ex- 

t6nding the navigation of the Dorwentýabovo Eaet Cottin&vith with 

the riparian propriotoro# an4 with'neighbouring villoSou O: r tho 

valloyt ilthough George Sor6cold made a survOv of thb rivor come 
years after the Act had been obtainedp it is not cloar thothor or 

not he was called in by the promotois in the early otaGoo of tho 

project. 
3 In other river schemes of the period detailed survoya and 

the propocodý improvements for which Aatutory approval was cought 

often accompanied applications to Parliament* Tho map wbich Soro- 

cold produced indicat. od that locks would bo noconsary at suttons 
1 York MSS* House Books# XLO 7 July 1699* 
2: V. C, H, I=* p*163* By the later seventoqnth conturys tho popula- 

tion of York had settled at a level betwoon 100000 and 12g6OOo 

Duckham#'Yorks. Derwentt$ ppo47-8* 
7j, 7111 
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Stamford DRidips Buttorcrambo# llo=h='and 

In : L70og icavo ims Givon to brini; In a Wal to Amprovo tho Dor- 
2 

wont# but van dropped for that cocciono Rorioriod offorta woro twde 

In tho follovinS coacion# a potition trom Halton accortine that tho 

oxtencion of navigation =uld bos- 

ladvantapous to Torns und Placon noar adjacant to tho Vivor Darvontp 

and'also of Concral bonotit q, o* by oponina a Trado Und Comcorco 

bot, acon tho novoral Ridinco. 1 

Ono of tho 1.1, pP*tu forllalton# VilUvm Palmoc of Undloyp introducod 

a Dint Cldrh y"Ced vith little difficult7 and recolVed tUO 1103rell 

Accout on. 6 tray, 1702#3 ý It vooms' probable that Valmou rao aCtInS 

troz motivas ot cnUchtcuod rselt-intoroot* , In ito oarlicat Ycarat , 
tho naVigation waa Cantrollod by Valmoal bic rifop, ano of thq Co- 

holrosson of Lord rmrooýownod extanalvo property in ,, alton, 04 
The Act. empoworod five undartalcors to m*4o the Dorwout UnViCablo 

from Scarborough ILMs to tho confluonco vith tho Ounoo An in othor 

rivor Actup co=inslouorn wora np-pointod to taodiato In any dicputca 

which-micht arizo botwoon the undertakera and tLo riparian Intoronts. 

1*, =, 4/4* 
2* 11* of Ca joumnl2t, XI11p . 358s, 4149 
3* 21.1s, 766s, 768# 820s, 875. In My 1697 tho Trewury offico of Guy 

Talmens, tho son of tho Mij; 11*P* for Halton van diacovorod to bd 
L27#000, chort* In npito of circumatantial ovidenco of forcery and 
clerlcal. incompotcncoý Palmon kopt hio placol and van finally din- 

micood in 1702 not for incompotonce but bocauco ho w4a a VMC* 
Plumbs ppl. 38, Villian Palmoa ran Grantod a poncion of tl#000 a 
your whon hic non lout tho T91larchip of tho r. =hoquor# vh1ch was 
cottled for lito in 1703. llowovcrp aftor 1? 10 Palmoo van In corioue 
financial difficultioa* 11olmeep pj360* 

4* Celia Mennen., P. 93# 335 



To finance the roquicite improvoments the undortoltorn imro permitted 
to levy tolloo thich x7ore fixed at a maximum of ELgo per ton on the 

atretch below New Maltonp a aimilar limit being placed on the upper 

part of the rivor botreen How Malton and ScarborouGh Itillne Lover 

ratou were 'to be chargod for lossor waiahta and dictancon. 
I 

ATTEMPTS TO IMPROVE TIJE COASTAL PORTS 

It hat; alreýdy boen notod that, the hintorlandwof, the coastal 

ports of the region tapped the upper valleys of the Ouso and Trent 

witerway systeml and-Borvod communitieo which'had-Grown up along 

those rivers, although Hul. 10 Grimsby and tho-inland ports conctitutod 
the principal centroo for the collection and dictribution, of, goods 

providod byO or roquirod for the'region. 

In the cloBing'yoarEi-of thoýdevontoonth contury and oP'oning years 

of, the eighteenth conturyg more determined offorts voro, =ado to 

improve the ports of Bridlington# Whitby and Grimaby, Storm damage 

in 1697 necessitatod the roconstruction of the harbour at'Bridlingtone 

The Act which established a now Harbour Commission$ alco included the 

right to levy tolls 6n coal exported from Newcastle and its momber 

port'sp a recognition that havenG, such as Bridlington provided invalu- 

able refuge from inclement weather or roving privateor. 
2 A similar 

lo 1 Anne# q. 14. The fivo named undertakers wero Christopher Percehays 

, Nathaniel Ilarriconj Ralph Cheatham of Halton; Richard Darley of 
Buttercramb '; and Jamou Hobden of Yeasthorpe. 

2.8/9 Will. III# c-29o 
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proVision raja included in the Act of 1701s which cot up the Whitby 

Harbour Trustees# whereby duties were Danctioned on coalg caltq corn 

and other Gooda landed at tho port, and on butter and fich sent away, 

Rvery EnglIsh'ship, ontering Whitby was to pcq ý. g 4,1 for each topt 

while foreign ohipa wero to pay an additional impont of 2,. s for oach 

top. ** 

Improvements at Grimsby wore not precedod by an Act of Parijamonto 

but seem to have boon larco3, y prompted by one of the HoPolo for the 

bDrough, At the end'of the Eoventeenth century# a contemporary diarist 

observed of Grimsby thatt- 

#there is scarce a good house in the whole town, but a large brick onop 

which Mr Moor$ their parlament man# han latoly built, #? ' 

Grimsby was one of a number of towns whose froomon OouCht co=ercial 

benefits for the trading community by acceptirlS the candidacy of 

vealthy London merchanto*3 Arthur Moorej a politician of Irish origin 

had married the daughter of a wealthy doctorp and van concerned in 

the East India trade* A sharp City businos=ano ho boc=o ono of the 

MaPofe for Grimsby in 1695 and came into offico on tho 11arloyito tides 

With the exception of a few months in 1701# Iloore continued to sit 

for Grimsby until 1715*4 He seems to have taken concidorablo pains to 
M.. WW 10 1 Anneo c*13* 

2., Re la EMe, P, 156. 
3. Walcottp p*28o Burnet noted of Moore that tho rose from being a 

footman without any education*# 
4-, Moore was director of East India Company (Old) 1706p and of Royal- 

Africa Company 1710opommissionor of Trade 17109 Director of South 

Saa Company 1711-13 - oxpollod for clandoctino trading. J. Carawells 

The south Sea Bubble (1960)9 p*282* 
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satisfy the commorcialýaspirations of his constituents, - 

thero'is a publick'spitited parlament man thoreo who L13 cOn- 

triving to make Grimsby groat-again - lying a now aluceo and dij; gina 

the haven to bring vessels to the town side again: * no io-aloo 

promoting, the fishery upon the Humber mouth for tho advantaae'of 

Grimsby; and five, largo-fishing voccols am aýbuildinG at Stockwith 

and other places for tho town* Ile io also establishing thoýwoollen 

manufacture therop and has uIready sent down out of Oxfordshire a 

rugg and coverlet maker# ý aud has Given hiý, wool, and hia now ii(% 

house throo years#, rent froo 

The town's authorities, ansictod in tho'attompt to clo-anag tho haven 

bY making a cut to admit tho vators'of the adjacont rivor Froohney. 2 

The activitles of Arthur Moore provide further ovidonco of the 

active role thich many M. P. 's played in the economic davolopmont of 

their conctituonciest promptod partly by electoral. considorationog 

and partly by the pernonal motive of enhancing the valuo of their 

proportyo 

(ix) VALUATION 

It remaine to be conaidured what had been achieved in thie period* 

By the late oevontoonth contury it had become increnoinglv difficult 

1. Do la Pryre , P, 156, 

2. Grimsby MSS, Borough Court Bookso 13 July 1697; 17 October 1699; 

7 HaY 3.700; 12 Auguat, 1700. 

338 



to effect major undertakingo for. the'devolopmont of waterways and 

ports-without the authority of an Act of rarliamort, Soon in this 

lightg, tho succousful promotion of a, Bill - often in the face of well 

organized opposition - may be roeardod as a aignificant stop forward# 

enabling the undertakers to initiate the requisite works to roaliee 

the economic potontial of a project, Such ponsibilition doponded on 

four principal, factores firstly* tho length of waterway for which 

statutory authority had boon obtained; secondly# the maximum tolls 

proacribod in the improvemont Act compared with prevailing land carri- 

ago rates; thirdly# the type of undortaking ontruoted with the dovolop- 

ment of the navigation; and fourthly# the extent to which the river 

vall. ey-industrios had boon developed or were geared for oxpannione 

Ylithin the Humber, Ouse and Trout regiono the yearn 1695-1705 had 

witnessed efforts to-necure statutory powern for the improvemont of, 

182 mileaýof waterways, the &pproval of Parliament being obtained for 

the development of 103 miles. Only two Schomou - for the Derbyshire 

Derwent and, the, Dono a total of 33 miles of waterway - wore actually 

defeated in Parliament; other Billop for the improvement of 46 miles 

of establishedp-but neglected navigationsl wore dropped* By the 

early eighteenth century, the total length of river navigation in 

England and 'Walen had risen to almoot IjOOO =Uee# of which over 325 

miles wore within tho resion. 
A cozyarisoý of the maximum tolls stipulated in river improvement 

late vith contemporary land carriage r'ateaq nuagesto thatj if the 

vorka woro effected for which authority had boon obtainodt the water- 
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waya'vero in? 'a atrong'compotitive pormition'aa trado routotio ror 

e=ample*t alunj . ; 'the Yorkchire Derwont, 'tho maximum tolI13 amountod to 

about 2,. ýA a ton-milet or lenn'than one fifth of land crxriage ratee 

in the"Eaet Riding& 
I Along the Aire and Caldor 44Lho maximum pro- 

acribod toile =ounted to about'3*5A a ton-milo in midoummor ricizig 

to about, 5,5,1 a'. ton-milo in midwintorg whoroac land carringo to Selby 

or Turnbridgo, wab fixed at lqd'a ton-allo in miduummor and 23. d n'ton- 

milo in midwinter* 

The period of activity at the turn Of the sevontoonth century wao' 

alc; o, notewortfiy for tho cotting up'of now forms of'businosa and comm- - 

orcial'organizationg and a trancition in tho oyatom by ahich public 

worka wore'adminiatered and financod. Somo individuala - for oxample 

Sir Godfrey Copley - continued to promoto rivor improvemont schamon 

aimont ont: Usoly on thoir om account. however# an incroacing numbor 

of Bills woro promoted ýand financod by groups of undortakerv, rho 

Jointly iaiced the roquinite -capital# and engaged tho engineers and 

contractors, Such groups stood a better chanco of weathering the 

bleak economic climate which marked, tho early yonra of the oighteonth 

century. Nevertheless# even a powerful undortaking mif; ht find that 

1, In 1697 the rates for, co=on carriers botwoon York and Hull were 
fixed at Od per rtono# and 1ý. q for a pack or horGe load, Hull Bonch 
BoOkG# VII10 101,92, 

20 Suprag p. 210. It seems thýt the avoraso cost of carriage by inland 

waterwayn throughout the novonteenth and eighteenth centuries vau 

about 2,5A, per. ton. por mile Cranaing from . 75. d to 4A)s, rhilo by 

road the average cost ras about 1, s per ton per mile (ransine from 

O. d to 3., s. ýd)# although roads usually provided the more direct routes 

Skomptont P-27. 
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cn-rw r vr,, 

the"pote'ntial of ýrivcr improw., mant ran limitod frou the mt4rt t* 

mvinj: clames'and proviaoca# which, wero Included in the authoricntion 

Act* Riparian propriotora naturally uouaht to protect their property# 

and hard bargaining botroon tho, promotera and tho loading Undornorn, 

and millo=ora affectodp usually procoded. or accompanied the paccing 

of a Bill*', Given tho, atructuro, of the political cyctom# riparian 

interonts woro in a stron4; pordtion., and actuto prozotera rero ucually 

eager-to vin ovor. the loading landownoraj cono of wbom wore HoiVelop 

or could raim an finterocti In tho Rlouco of Comrona, 

. 1n., gonaralp the opaninj; of rivarn and corwaq=ant rrowth of coastal 

traffic further atimulatod agricultural production,, and holpod to 
I 

create notropolitan m. -trkota in cheeze-' butter and. bocr an woll no 

whoatj barle. 7i meat# loather and'root cro; výl 0 01 0 Nowovort tho full 

pocrAbilitins of tho now waterways vore unliltoly to bo roallicod it 
II 

tho industriov of tho rivor valloya could not bo anally Coarod to 

oxApansiono, In-thic rocpactp tho Aire tn4 Caldor valloya vore In a 

favourablo pordtioný Above Knottingloyl coal-minina won alroadywell 

dovoloped and van lik. ely to find a ready market throuGhout tho water- 

vay ayntoni particularly iahilo the tax on son-borna coal continuodi 

The voollon InduatrY of the West Ulding van on the ova of rApdficant 

chainsons uhich In the eirhtconth century would onAblo it to octablish 

cuprezricy ovor'East'An); lIn-*' The Tront likovico coamed to oftcr Good 

proupecto for dovolopzantp providod the Conoral economic canditiona 

Qvotir, od tn n"., nnnion -of 
tho Midlanda induatrion, 

. flowovort the 
1-9 PlxiAg p*64 

21,1 



- ----�. -- 

eircumstancoe, -whit4', prevailed, in tho', early yearo-, of,, the-eighteenth 

century., wer6 scarcelyý, propitious-, for. rapid. devolopment, 

The renewal of war in 1702lýthe increasing burden of. taxati, on, 

and falling prices for agricultural produces combinod. to'clow'down 

the pace otimprovomento* The pessimism of the early phases of the 

War of tho"Spanish Succession in clearly soon in contemporary corres- 

pondence. In November 1702p Thomas Cokel one of the Dorbyehiro 

H*P*_Is was apprised of conditions in tho midland countica: - 
lthe1urden of taxpal which at this juncture lie very heavy by roaacn 

of the-lownees of our markets for all commodition that rolato to the 
I farners, 13* 

Such conditions served to render would-be promoters of improvement 

schemesPore parsimonious. In February 17039 it was noted in Derby 

that: ...... . 

Ithe'lawýers, -khdAheir fry the'-attorneysýin-these parts complain their 

ga ýi dviindte A good siju I think unless it-Isi waýnt of money makou 9 

people less 3-itigiouso 
, 
It is a scarce commodity* Tenants for, one 

dead'yearýmaki-large-complaintat andmany that onevould think should 

be 'wi' are'''' ser alariaed at taxoso'thou'Sht with King William all would' 
2' cease,. 

'Withinýthe, -XumbertýOuse-and Trent-region, efforts to improve or 

extend. 'river'navication and--port facilities did not and abruptlyj' but 

2, Hist&-MSB* CommjO., Eorjl! j. Dd--, IV9,58, Lady-, Pye at, Derby to Abigail 
Harley at Brampton, 342 



tailed off after 1702, Tho defeat of the Derbyshire Dorwont Bill in 

1703 7; as the last attempt to oxtýnd navigation to Derby for fifteen 

years; intoreat in'tho Don achemo waned after the failure of 1704s 

and would not be revived until the third decade of tho oighteonth 

century; the proposal to improve the Fosodyko, In 1705 did not got 

off the ground* 
1 The proopoct of improved communicationa for trad- 

Ing communities and farmers far from exiating hoado of navigation 

seemed remote, From Amingtont Edward Ropington complr-inod to Thomau 

Coket- 

'Poetry and our pockets are at a low ebb In thooo parts* We 

have neither vine to raise our fanciasq nor navigablo rivers* nor 

passable roadep to convoy our commodities when they nay take a prices 

And I'm afraid# unless some care be taken of the better diaponition 

of them# that thoce midland counties will in a short time lie under 

greater hardehipoo"2 
I 

1, Apart from one petition to the Uouno, of Co=Ona in DMmbeF 17050 

no information haa come to 
, 
Aight concerning the proposal to cocure 

additional etatutory powers for the maintonanco-of the Focedyltoo 
The mayor and aldermen of Lincoln insisted that the powers which 
had boon, grantod in the Act of 1671 wore innufficiont to improve 

navigation between Boston and the Tr6nt# the Foundyho boinj: in a 

state of decay, The Houce ran ansured that the removal of obstruct- 
iona in the ratorway would bo: -Iof graat Advantage to the neigh- 
bouring Inhabitants# and would employ great numborn of the poorer 

nort of People$ who$ upon all, occanionz. vill bo-capable. to Corve 
her Majesty at vou, ' H. of C. Journals, XV# 71,20 December 1705* 

2o ltist*MSS. Cc=. # Co=r IIIp 29, Letter dated Januarv 17049- 

Amington -a pariah and village in Warwickshire, 
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4 IV 

Transport Undertakings and Commercial Patterns. 1700-1720 

INTRODUCTION 

The sharp depression which blighted the national economy during the 

early years of the War of the Spanish Succession slowed down the 

promotion of improvement schemes, and made it difficult to raise the 

requisite capital to develop undertakings for which statutory autho- 

rity had been obtained. Due primarily to vigorous French naval 

activity the war years brought a decline in tradeq the depression 

reaching its nadir in 1705.1 By 1708, complaýnts of depredations by 

French privateers were becoming less, and a modest recovery seems to 

have commenced. When hostilities finally ended in 1713, trade and 

business activity became more marked for a short period, but could 

not be sustained, Early in 1715 the post-war boom was checkedq and 

was followed by a relatively slow rate of growth, 
2 Although old trade 

levels were re-established and exports - based on the continuing 

growth of the re-export trade - expanded, the peak was only 15 or 

20 per cent higher than thirty years 
1, The total loss in the War of the 

reached 21000 ships, and may have 

P-317. 
2* Deane and Cole, P-49. The English 

over twenty years during the wars 

made only limited progress during 
Davis (1962), p. 22. 

earlier. It is probable that 

Spanish Succession must have 
been far greater* Davin (1962)9 

merchant fleet stood still for 

of William III and Anne, and 
the ensuing 25 years of peace* 
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trade levels would have been significantly higher had there been loss 

investment in 'the Funds' or in the various industrial acti-vities, to 

which the aars had given great stiriulus. 
I In 1715, a Board of Trade 

enquiry claiii-iied that-. - 

'the Funds and stocks settled in tho late Wars rendor a more certain 

and greater gain than any foreign trade whatsoever., 
2 

Although the impression of the national economy in the first 

quarter of the eighteenth century is one of i,, iodest growth in foreign 

trade and manufacturing industryg important reservations arc necessary 

when considering regional and intra-regional developments. The 

alterations which were taking place in internal industrial and comm- 

ercial patterns meant that certain communities and regions were 

growing at a much faster rate than others. On both sides of the 

Pennines important changes viere taking place in the early decades of 

the eighteenth century as the foundations for the later and more 

spectacular advance of industrial Lancashire and the West Ridimg were 

being laid. There is also evidence to suggest that communities in 

which the 'pure landlord' predominated were less able to bear the 

heavy incidence of the new system of direct taxation than tdual 

economy' communities. 
3 

For example, the development taking place 

along the Aire and Calder valleys may be contrasted with the near 
1. Holmes; P-154. 

2. R. Grassby, 'The rate of profit in seventeenth-century England', 

02-cit-i P-731. 

3. D. G. Heys 'A Dual Economy in South Yorkshire's A_g,. Hist. RevjXVII 

(1969)2 118. For examples the south Yorkshire parish of Fccles- 

field had an economy doubly based upon agriculture and the working 

of iron and steel. 
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stagnation of the Ouse valley. Such differences lay at the heart of 

contemporary complaints that trading communities could not advance# 

save by the ruin of their, neighbourso 

A study of transport developments and trade patterns within the 

Humber, Ouse and Trent region, in the first twenty years after Acts 

had been obtained for the development of rivers and portss reveals 

that neither the aspirations of the promoters, nor the fears of their 

opponents, were fully justified, Of the three inland navigation 

schemes for which statutory authority had been obtained, not one of 

t hem provided the promoters with a satisfactory return for their 

expenditure. The Aire and Calder undertakers found considerable 

difficulty in surmounting formidable technicalq administrative and 

financial problems; the upper Trent navigation passed into the hands 

of a monopolistic partnership of unscrupulous boatmasters; while the 

powers granted under the Yorkshire Derwent Act'remained largely 

dormant. Throughout the waterway system complaints continued of the 

inadequacy of the rivers* - 
There were no concerted efforts to improve 

the roads in the region during these years. The coastal and inland 

ports did not fare much better. The protracted incidence of heavy 

wartime taxation made it difficult to finance large-scale undertakings, 

and few new schemes were promoted until the third decade of the eight- 

eenth century. Nevertheless, patterns of trade within the region 

were changing in several respects as was the relative importance of 

the inland ports, the limited extension of river navigation playing 
I 
a not insignificant part. 
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The objects of this chapter are fourfold: first, to examine the 

development of inland navigation on those rivers for which statutory 

authority had been obtained, and its effect on trade patterns within 

the region; second, to make a similar study of those rivers and 

inland-ports outside the scope of an improvement Act; thirdq to 

briefly consider the progress of the coastal ports of the region; and 

finally, to assess the achievements of the first two decades of the 

eighteenth century. 

(: L: L) THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE AIRE AND CALDER NAVIGATION 

The work of extending river navigation to Leeds and Wakefield was 

carried out rapidly after the passing of the Aire and Calder Act in 

1699.1, Although the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers had co-operated 

in obtaining the requisite statutory powers, and jointly constructed 

locks below the confluence of the riversq work on the Aire and Calder 

above Castleford was carried out separately at first. 

In May 1699, it was agreed that John Hadley should be paid L420 

for the management of the navigation to Leeds. The main purpose was 

to improve - wherever possible - the natural channel of the tiver 

Aire by scouring the river bedg removing sandbanks and shoalso 

straightening the banks, and building dams and locks to permit the 

deepening and control of the stream. 
2 However, a number of cuts 

1.10 Will. III$ C. 25. 

2. Unwint'ACN 110 p. 801 quoting ACN 3113. 
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were necessary on the river Aire, to by-pass mill-weirs and to cut 

off tortuous bends. For example, in 1700 the Leeds undertakers 

contracted for the construction of the mile and a half long Cryer Cuts 

the land being rented from Lord Irwin of Temple Newsam for ten pounds 

1 
a year, 

Eighteen months after the Bill had been passed preparations were 

made for the opening of the navigation to Leeds. Thoresby wrote to 

Sir John Kaye inviting him to dinner on the day appointed for: - 

frejoycing for the Navigation ... when the locks wil be first 

opened. ' 

LordTairfax and others who had actively promoted the navigation 

scheme were also invited, though formal invitations were not sent by 

Leeds Corporation: - 

#for fear of disobliging some neighbouring Justices who would expect 

the like. ' 

On 20 November 1700, Sir Walter Calverley recorded: - 

11 was at Leeds, upon an invitation from the mayor . at the boats 

coming up to the bridge ... and dined at one Craven's and had a 

fine entertainment, and was a great many gentlemeng amongst whom were 

my Lord Irwin, Lord Fairfax, Sir John Kay, and many others. # 2 

1. G. Ramsden, 'Two Notes on the History of the Aire and Calder Naviga- 
tiont., Publications of the Thoresby Society, Miscellany, XLI (1953)9 

p -383. 
2. Unwin, tACN 11, p. 81, quoting 111emorandum. Book of Sir Walter 

Calverley, Bart'. Surtees Societyt LXXVIJ (1886)9 93. 
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John Hadley, who had made the original survey of the river Aire, and 

had been appointed the engineerl does not appear to have finished the 

work. 
1 The opening of the waterway to Leeds did'not fulfil'the 

principal aims of the undertakers or proprietors, namely, the perfec- 

tion of the navigation, and an adequate return for their invostment. 

The first twenty years of the undertaking were marked by serious 

technical, financial, administrative and legal difficulties. 

Similar problems confronted the Wakefield undertakers. On the 

Calder the absence of mill dams below Wakefield necessitated the 

construction of three weirs and locks. By July 1701, the Wakefield 

undertakers had received over 85 per cent of the original subscription 

of 94P100- In addition to the sum laid out in obtaining the Aire 

and Calder Actq their share of the construction costs of Castleford 

and Knottingley locks amounted to E922 3.2 ld., and a further 

Z2,167 gg ld. had been expended on the Oil Mill and Penbank locks 

and weirs on the Calder. The original contractors for the navigation 

works on the Calder were Mathew Oates and Peter Whalley, a Nottingham 

engineer previously responsible for a waterworks undertaking at 

Sheffield. 2 

On 18 July 1701, the Wakefield undertakers signed an agreement 

with two carpenters of Huddersfields James Mitchell and his son, 

Joshuav together with three Dewsbury masons, James Willant and his 

1* Unwin, 'ACN 219 P-59 quoting ACK 4/102. Letter of Mary Hadley to 
William Rook, one of the Leeds undertakers. 23 August 1701 Sutton 

Coldfield, 1. . conserned about the reference of buisness betwixt 
the Undertakers of Leedes and myself ... 

2. ACN 4/35.349 



sons, James and Marting who promised: - 

'to make and keep navigable the river Calder for seven years next 

after the same should be finished for vessels of 12 and 14 tons 

for Z1,800.1 1 

As in other navigations of the periodg carpenters and masons were to 

play an important rolev reflecting no doubt the considerable quanti- 

ties of timber and stone needed in the construction of locks and 

other works. From the position of contractor itvas not difficult 

to become a lessee, from which It was possible to engage in trade. 

The original subscriptions of the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers 

fell far short of what was actually required. By November 17019 the 

Wakefield, undertakers were anxious to raise additional capital: - 

'it being necessary that a great sum of money should be raised for, 

completing the undertaking ... I 

The two trustees, who had been elected by the undertakers to deal 

with day to day business, were also to be assisted by an elected 

committee: - 

'for the regulation and better management of the navigation and to 

the intent no difference ... may arise among the shareholders. 12 

The second subscription, amounting to Za, a90, waslalso to yield eight 

per-cent interest. By April 1702, this had been paid out to ItItchell 
3 

and hi's partners. 
1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 1, quoting ACN 3115. Several references to James 

Mitchell at the Wakefield Registry of Deeds show that he was pur- 

chasing property in Wakefield in the early. eighteenth century. 

2. Ibidg p. 2, quoting ACN 3/43- 

3. Ibid, quoting AcN 113,,,, 350 



'By 1702, the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers had come to the 

conclusion that major improvements were necessary below Knottingley, 

on that part of the river Aire which had been navigable throughout 

the seventeenth century. On 21 April, an agreement was signed with 

James Mitchell and George Atkinsong a Quaker architect and carpenter 

of Thorne, providing for the construction of locks and dams at Beal 

and Haddlesey. The Wakefield undertakers soon found it necessary 

to raise a third subscription of Z1,640. Money was owing to Mitchell 

for Penbank lock, Lakes loc k, and Kirkthorpe lock on the Calder; and 
1 

to Atkinson for the works at Beal and Haddlesey. In order to raise 

the additional-sum, the undertakers agreed that: - 

'every person concerned in the first subscription ... to pay one 

fifteenth ... in default of such payment the trustees ... to stop 

and detain in their hands out of the Interest of the navigation which 

shall belong to any such persons making default to make up ... 2 
fifteenth part. I 

In 1703, serious disputes arose between the Leeds and Wakefield 

undertakers, the former having spent s2,800 more in making the river 

Aire navigable above Castleford than the Wakefield undertakers had 

spent in improving the Calder. As a result the Leeds undertakers 

claimed 'some advantage' in the collection of lock dues, and in the 

distribution of profits. 
3 Through Jaspar Blythmanp the townts 

1. Unviin, tACN 21, p. 2, quoting ACN 4/35. 'George Atkinson was the 
father of the Thorne surveyor Joseph Atkinson, one of the lessees 

of the Aire and Calder Navigation, 1723-58. For brief details, of 
George Atkinson see First Minute Book of Gainsborough 11onthl 

Meeting of the Society of Friends, ed. H. Brace 
2. W. R. D. C/15/4. 
3. Unwin, IACN 219 p. 29 quoting ACN 4/119/1- 

351, 



Recorder, they sought the legal opinion of Sir Thomas Powis and a 

Mr Vernon in London. The Recorder's son wrote to his father from 

London: - 

'I all along apprehended that the Charge of making Aire navigable to 

the meeting of the Rivers had been solely disbursed by the Gentlemen 

of Leeds and if there had been any miscarriage in this part of the 

Undertaking I believe the Wakefield gent. would not have thought 

themselves concerned in it, and it would be pretty hard that after 

the risks is over they should come into the benefit of it. ' 

The issue was referred to Godfrey Lawson, a Leeds merchant, and the 

account books of both groups of undertakers were examined beforo an 

Award was made. The Award affirmed that the Leeds undertakers had 

spent considerably more than the Wakefield undertakers. 'Finally the 

latter agreed to pay Z1,496 42 8d: - 
2 'to prevent a long and expensive Chancery Suit. ' 

The dispute added to the financial problems of the Wakefield 

undertakers. By June 1704, a further 91,800 was needed: - 

'a considerable sum was due for Interest on the subncription of the 

Wakefield undertakers ... together with sums agreed to be paid to 

the Leeds undertakers. ' 

Eight of the original shareholders subscribed a further L75 each, and 

three others a further 9400 each. By now it was felt necessary, to 

distinguish between the several subscriptions, and the likely return 

which might be expected. At a meeting on 13 June 1704, it was agreed 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 2's P-39 quoting ACN 4/99. Godfrey Lawson was mayor of 
leeds In 1669. He was named a commissioner in the Act of 1699. 

2. W. R. D.. C/15/4- 352 



that every shareholder who had advanced money for raising the F, 1,800 

should have interest at six per cent per annum, out of the first 

profits of the Navigation. The same rate of interest was to be paid 

for other lent money: - 

'out of the next profits arising. ' 

The remainder of the yearly profits was to be divided into 82 parts 

to be paid on the original subscription of Z4PlOO* 1 

In the, assignment of specific profits to particular categories of 

subscription, the Aire and Calder undertaking followed along the lines 

of other important concerns of the period, the gradual emergence of 

different classes of shares, and the division of capital into deben- 

tures, preference, and ordinary shares having been - to some extent- 

anticipated. 
2 

By the end of 1704, when the navigation was 'near perfected' the 

Wakefield undertakers had raised over Z9,000 on completing and main- 

taining the waterwayl and in compensating landownerss millowners and 
3 

other interests. 

Apart from disagreements over the construction of the various 

works on the waterwayp the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers also dis- 

puted the question of river tolls. In 1703 the two groups of under- 

takers agreed: - 

'to account for clear profitts since the Act until 1 May next and 
1. Unwinv'ACN 

_21P 
PP-3-49 quoting W, R, D, C/15/4- 

2- Scott, I. 364. 
3. Unwint'ACN 21, P-4, quoting ACN 8/20. 'It was November 1704 before 

Navigation was near perfected. ' 
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should show to each other all accounts kept by them - all reasonable 

allowances to be deducted, The clear profitts should then be equally 

divided. ' 

It seems that the Leeds undertakers were charging more for the ship- 

ping of cloth than the Wakefield undertakers for it was agreed by 

both groups that: - 

'no greater Toll should be accounted for by the Leeds Undertakers for 

cloth to be exported beyond seas or sent to London from Leeds to 

Weeland than 9, a per ton from 1 October to 1 May nor more than 42 from 

1 May to 1 October. ' 1 

At first, the income of the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers was 

derived almost entirely from lock duesq and from participation in the 

river trade.. Lock dues received by the Wakefield undertakers between 

April 1703 and March 1705 amounted to 9297 5.2 5A. Arrears of 

X169 108 7A were principally due from those wharfineers, ship- 

masters and traders who had previously enjoyed a toll free navigation 

to Knottingley, in particular William Andrew a Knottingley wharfinger, 

and Lawrence Spencer of Ravicliffe, formerly the leading wharfinger 

and shipper at Selby. The Wakefield undertakers had also engaged in 

trade. In 1701, seven of them had subscribed ton pounds each to a 

special coal stock. The undertakers were also concerned in the river 

trade in lime. 2 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, pp. 5-6. quoting W*R. D. B/4/2- 

2. Unwin, tACN 21, P. 4. quoting AGN 4/35.31 March 1704, Received ox 
Mr. Hillyard, of York for coales 93 15a 101ýds 
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Until the river Aire was opened for navigation to Leedss the 

principal facilities for shipping were provided at Woodlesford, In 

17009 John Cockell was paid L20: - 

'for warehouse roume at his house att Woodlesfords carriage of packs 

from thence to the River side, his sallarys and watching goods by 

the river side. ' 

A warehouse, crane and staith were subsequently erected at Woodles- 

ford. 1 The Leeds undertakers also engaged in trade. In August 

17009 a contract was made with a ship's carpenter of Selby, John 

Cooke, for the construction of a river boat of 15 tons, which was to 

be built at the Ouse port. In 17029 brief reference is made in the 

extant records of the Leeds undertakers: - 

'to the use of our 4 boates. 13 

Trade by the undertakers directly ceased when the navigation was 

leased to 'farmers' from 1704 onwardsl a practice which led to a 

shift in administrative responsibility for the undertaking. Although 

the undertakers were still responsible for completing any unfinished 

1. ACN 4/119/1 

2. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 5, quoting ACN 3119. This boat was to be 44 feet 

in length by 11 feet breadth and 21 feet deep. It was to include 

a cabin in which four men might be accommodated, and was to carry 
15 or 16 tons at 17 inches water. Cooke was to be paid S35, with 
an additional two guineas if the work was satisfactory. 

3. Ibid, quoting ACN 4/119/1- 'To the use of our 4 boates for 3 years 
at Xg per annum, each ... U08. To money paid for new ropes, tar- 

pawlins, oares and other weare and teare & repaire of boats since 

first built and rigged at 10 per annum. each .-- Z36.1 
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works and. for carrying out new works, the duty of maintaining the 

rivers fell on the lessees. By leasing the navigation, the under- 

takers were assured of a regular income which could be assigned to 

the payment of interest on the several subscriptions. The financial 

accounts of the Wakefield undertakers clearly reveal the difficulties 

of the early years. By the end of 1704, only Z316 19. a Iýd had 

been paid out in interest, less than one year's yield at eight per 

cent on the original subscription. On 1 November 1704, the tolls and 

duties of the Aire and Calder navigation were leased to George Dover 

of Leeds, clothworker, for one year at a rent of F, 800. Dover, the 

brother-in-law of William Milner, the leading Leeds undertaker, re- 

newed the lease the following year, in association with Thomas 

Roebuck, one of the Wakefield undertakersl at a rent of Z1,000.1 

Having settled their differences over the costs of construction 

and the division of profits, the way was open for the union of the 

two groups of undertakers, On 24 September 17059 a Constitution or 

Union Deed was signed, confirming that William Milner and William 

Rook were the trustees for the Leeds undertakers, and that Joseph 

Watkinson and John Smyth were trustees for the Wakefield undertakers. 

The four trustees were to act according to the direction of a 

committee of ten, consisting of the trustees themselves, and three 

undertakers from Leeds and Wakefield respectively, The trustees - 

whose personal property was indemnified from actions at law - were 

empowered: - 

'to Lett manage and order the whole Navigation upon both Rivers and 

1. unwin, IACN 21t P-4, quoting ACN 4/35. 
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shall Imploy. such Persons under them for collecting Tolls and profitts 
1 and in maintaining all Locks, 

_wears 
and other things. ' 

(WTHE AIRE AND CALDER UND- 
. r, 

RTAIMS AND THE RIPARIAN PROPRIETORS 

By the terms of the 1699 Act, 82 Commissioners had been named, of 

whom a minimum of seven were, I authorised to mediate - if necessary - 

between the undertakers and riparian property owners, and to arrange 

for the payment of, -compensation before locks, wears, dams or water- 

courses were constructed. , ̀jFailing agreement, the Commissioners 

might issue a warrant to the Sheriff of the county, who was to impanel 

a jury which was to assess the damages to be awarded, upon which the 

Commissioners were to make'the final judgement. The Commissioners 

were empowered to examine witnessest and to use fall other lawful 
I 

ways# to determine controversies. Decisions were to be recorded and 

kept by the Clerks of the Peace for the West Riding and for Leeds. 

The Commissioners were authorized to survey the rivers if necessary, 

and - being vested with the same powers as commissioners of sewers 

might order alterations: - 

'for keeping the Aire and Calder open for Boats, barges and 

other vessels., 

If the improvement and extension of river navigation led to the 

flooding of adjacent landp the undertakers were to raise the banks 

according to the directions of the Commissioners: - 

'so that the new banks shall be as able and sufficient to contain 

waters as of old. ' 2 

1. Unwin, 1ACN 219 p. 6. quoting W. R D. C/l/lt 

2,10 Will. III, c-25. 
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Between September 1699, and May 1702, several Commissioners met 

regularly, in order to mediate between the undertakers, and those 

property owners. who wanted compensation as a result of the improvement 

of the waterway. The chief, interesto affected were landowners and 

millowners, who wanted satisfaction for the digging of agricultural 

land to make locks and cuts, the use of land for haling pathaq the 

cutting down of trees, the carriage of materials across fields adjacent 

to the rivers and for their storage on the banks. When the Leads 

undertakers accepted the necessity of a lock and cut near Fleet Millsp 

the owner - Charles Robinson of Ardsley - was awarded 9A per hour for 

every wheel which should stop grinding. The awards to landowners 

indicate a distinction in value between enclosed and open field land. 

The value of land was naturally greater in or near a towng varying 

from fifty pounds per acre near Leeds Bridge to fifteen pounds per 

acre at Castleford. Following the assessment of a jury, the Comm- 

issioners ordered the undertakers to pay the overseers of highways 

for Swillington ls. per annum for damages and for liberty to lay 

stones at all times of the year upon the bank of the river Aire ad- 

joining the highway near Swillington Hall. 1 

In 1702, extensive construction work vvas commenced in order to 

raise the water-level over the sandbanks which obstructed the naviga- 

tion below Knottingley. Locks and dams at Beal and Haddlesey cost 

the undertakers over E, 1,6001 but were regarded as: - 
1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, pp. 6-7, quoting ACN 1/1A. Sir Walter Calverley re- 

corded: - 11 went to appear (as commissioner) at the jury giving in 

their verdict about recompenses for haviling &c. on the rivers Aire 

and Calder. ' 
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'so absolutely necessary to perfect Ilav: that without them there wod 

be almost a Continual Stoppage of Boats .. . 11 

The works at Beal and Haddlesey were the occasion of protracted and 

expensive disputes and litigation with landowners, millowners, and 

the trading and shipping interests which had long enjoyed a toll- 

free navigation to Knottingley. The undertakers were soon receiving 

complaints. One, in 1703, stated that: - 

'Whereas the Locke builed at Beale upon Rivers Air and Caldr Causes 

the Overflowing of the Grounds belonging Edward Thompson of Murston 

**. doth Expect such Satisfaction as the Act ... directs. ' 2 

In 17059 the undertakers paid C30 to a: Mr Tyas: - 
'for damage don to Knottingley forge by Beal's dam. #3 I 

In 17079 the landowners affected by flooding below Knottingley 

consulted counsel on what action they might take. Their case set 

out that the undertakers had: - 

'under pretended powers in the Act made cuts through grounds .99 

of severall personsq taken away Trees and other obstructions for 

making the Navigation, pulled down .. - Millaq and, in carrying on 

designs by Locks and other Waterworks ... have caused many of the 

adjacent lands . to be overflowed without making any 

agreement with . Proprietors of land. t4 
1. Unwing'ACN 219 P-71 quoting Temple Hirst MSS* 
2. G. Ramsden, op. cit,, p. 393. 

3. Unwin, 'ACN 2's P-79 quoting ACN 4/35. Much of the ironwork used on 
the locks came from this forge. 

4. Ibid, quoting Bacon Frank MSS. BFM 5? -(A3). 
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Sir Thomas Parker and Serjeant-at-Law Cheshire affirmed that since 

the undertakers had not made satisfaction: - 

$all that hath been done is merely tortious as if no such Act had 

ever passed. ' 

The main task of the Commissioners named in the Act was to settle 

compensation before the undertakers constructed works, not to assist 

injured parties to recover damages for construction already done-. - 

'that was a thing out of the view of the Lawmakers and therefore not 

at all provided for by them for they designed nothing to be done but 

I. I 
what satisfaction should be made ... and thought it enough to leave 

the parties to the ordinary methods of Law. ' 

Counsel concluded that, since the Commissioners had the power of 

Commissioners of Sewers, they might force the undertakern to improve 

and strengthen the river banks and prevent future disputes, but: - 

'could not order satisfaction for damages past. t 

Complaints of another nature came from the trading and shipping 

interests of Knottingley, the head of navigation on the river Aire 

before the Act of 1699. A draft petition to the House of Commons 

alleged that the erection of locks and dams at Beal and Haddlecey 

prevented coasting vessels from getting up to Knottingley, and that 

the undertakers had imposed tolls on traders of the town, despite 

earlier promises of exemption. To redress their Crievancest Knot- 

tingley interests wanted leave to bring in a Bill to exempt the 

Unw: Ln, 'ACN 21, p. 8, quoting Bacon Frank MSS. BETI 52 (A3)- 
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inhabitants of the town from toll, and that the locks and dams at 

Beal and Haddlesey: - 

'might be abated or damages paid-' 
1 

By 1709, the various parties seeking damages from the undertakers 

had become determined to secure a new meeting of the Commissioners, 

which it was hoped might make the undertakers: -' 

'more complyant to render satisfaction' 
2 

Cyril Arthington, a progressive landowner and one of the Commissioners 

wrote to another Commissionerv William Nevile: - 

'I know ther's a storm gathering which when it breaks will. I believe 

do lem (the undertakers) more damage than all the Flooda they have 

had since they begun or it may be forty years to come if it be not 

timely & carefully disperst, which their wisdomes needs no assistance 

in .. . #3 

When the Commissioners met at Pontefract on 2 June 1709, complaints 

against the undertakers and the lessees of the navigation were made 

on behalf of Lord Lindsey and other landowners in Haddleseyq Beall 

Kellington, Hensallq Birkin and Kellingley. Thomas Rayner complained 

about damage to his fishery; Arthur Ingram concerning damage to 

Knottingley Mills; the traders of Knottingley about the decline of 

the waterway; and Pontefract Corporation concerning their right to an 

1. Unwin, IACN 21, p. 8, quoting Bacon Frank MSS. BFM 52 (A3)- 

a'. Ibid, p. 9, quoting Mellish MSS 157/96. 

3. Lbid, quoting St6we MSS. 748P fol-79. William Nevile of Holbeck 

was High-Shbriff of Yorkshire in 1710. 
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ancient river toll between Temple Hurst and Knottingley. 1 The 

Commissioners requested the Sheriff to summon a jury, and at a further 

meeting on 18 July, the undertakers were instructed to open floodgatest 

locks and sluices, so that the jury might view the river Aire and 

ascertain its condition below Knottingley. Further proceedings by 

the Commissioners were prevented, for a writ of certiorari was serveds 

removing the cause into the Court of Queen's Bench. The aggrieved 

parties felt that the undertakers were merely trying: - 

'to put the Sufferers about as much as may be. ' 2 

In 1710P the cause was referred back to the Commissioners by a 
writ of procedendo. Tobiah Harvey, one of the active Commissioners 

wrote to Richard Wilson: - 

11 heartily wish the Undertakers would be sensible of the great damage 

the country suffers, were disposed voluntarily to make satisfaction, 

and to render the river as navigable as it was before the erection of 

the two lowest locks, which occasions the warping of it more and more, 

1. Unviinj'ACN 21, p. 9. Robert, Marquis of Lindseyj Hereditary Lord 
Chamberlain. Became first Duke of Ancaster 1 October 1714. J. N. 
17orsfold, History of Haddlesey (1894), p-209. Tho Act of 1699 had 
included a saving clause on the right of Pontefract Corporation to 
river toll. However from the start it proved almost impossible to 

collect. At a meeting of the Corporation on 17 February 1702 it 

was agreed that 1ýgal actions should be commenced tagainst such 
persons as refuse to pay the Toll due for Vessels or boats passing 
or repassing the river Ayre, and that ýn assessm't be laid'upon 
the said Burrough .. . -towards p1secuting the Said Sute. ' 
Pontefract Corporation: Book of Entries 1653-1726,, ed. R. Holmes 
(1882)tp. 250. 

2. Mellish MSS. 80/19.362 



and even this winter the boats could not pass till a fresh sot them 

at liberty., 

When the Commissioners met on 10 August, and 6 September, complaints 

against the undertakers were again made by landowners, millowners 

and traders. At the second meeting a jury was impanelled by the High 

Sheriff was was directed to view the river Aire from Knottingley 

Mills downwards to Haddlesey dam$ and to present the same to the 

Commissioners. The undertakers were ordered to open locks and 

floodgates at Beal and Haddleseyq but those at Knottingley were to be 

kept closed. 

The jury viewed the river on 4 October 1710, and its presentment 

provides a picture of the navigation - on the stretch naturally 

navigable - ten years after the improvement Act had been passed. It 

was found that: - 

'the erecting of Dams at Beal and Haddlesey and making hedges to 

contract the Channell of the River have not only atopped the Tidea 

9e. but caused the Channell to sludge and warpe upq soe very much 

that it will not containe water running down the River in such floods 

as used not to reach near the Topps of the Banks, whereby Adjacent 

Meadows ... containing about 2,000 Acres iLre flooded by such floods 

as used not att all to affect them. ' 

The jury affirmed that: - 

'not any satisfaction hath been made by the Undertakers for such 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 10, quoting ACN 4/99/1. Richard Wilson (1678- 
1761): Son of Thomas Wilson of Leedsq merchant. Richard Wilson was 
elected Recorder of Leeds in 1729. In the 1720's he bought the 
navigation shares of Lord Galway. 

2. Ibid, quoting ACN 1/lA* 
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damages, and they have not raised the Banks of the River according to 

such heights as they have raised the waters as the Act directs. ' 

In conclusion, it was predicted that: - 

'the River will still daily fill up, and become lesse navigable and 

allsoe less capable to containe the water running down the same, in 

floods, unless the River be cleansed of the said Obstructions. ' 

Folloi, ring the presentment, the Commissioners ordered the undertakers 

to raise the banks of the river from Knottingley mills to Haddlesey 

dam, on penalty of C2,000, and the cleansing of this stretch of the 

waterway on the penalty of 13,000. These alterations were to be 

completed before 24 June 1711.1 

Although the time given to the undertakers was later extended, 

they preferred to reach a compromise with some of the landownerst 

rather than to fulfil the decision of the Commissioners, On 19 

September 1? 119 the undertakers agreed with Joseph Mellish, Thomas 

Rayner and the inhabitants of Beal to make a sluice, in order to 

drain meadowland in Bealq not to raise the dams below Knottingley any 

highert and to drop proceedings in Chancery. In return the land- 

owners agreed to drop claims for damagest and promised that they 

would try to persuade the Commissioners to drop the order concerning 

the raising of the river banks. 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 11, quoting ACN 1/lA. 
- 

2. Ibid. Joseph Mellish was the, son of Samuel Mellish a barrister who 

became Recorder of Doncaster. As the owner of extensive lands on 
I# the lower stretches of the rivers Aire and Don, Joseph Mellish was 

involved in disputes with both the Aire and Calder undertakers and 

with interests promoting schemes to improve the navigation of the 
Don in the 1? 20's. Willan (1965), p. 11. 
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In 1712, the cause between the Commissioners and the undertakers 

was heard at York Assizes. The case of the Commicsioners - as 

plaintiff - consisted of six issues, namelyq that the undertakerst 

works below Knottingley had made lands more liable to flooding; that 

the river was 11more warpt than formerly' and consequently loco navig- 

able; that the locks and dams atlBeal and Haddlesey were unnecessary; 

that the Aire had not been continually naviCable since their erection; 

that much larger vessels formerly came to Knottingley; and that the 

owner of Knottingley mills had not received full satisfaction for 

damages. 1- 

Witnesses testified that below Knottineley: - 

'in many places the River is Warpt UP 2 foot, in some places 3 footo 

and in some 9 foot, so that it is impossible it should Contain the 

same quantity of Water as before. ' 

It was also alleged that the making of hedges to contract the water 

into a narrow channel had rendered two-thirds of the river useless. 

Deponents attested to the importance of the waterway to Knottingley, 

formerly the head of navigation, and the principal port on. the Aire. 

Vehement statements set out that the construction of locks and dams 

below Knottingley had impaired navigation$ that: - 

'before the Locks ... a Vessell of 6 foot Water would have gone 

downe better than a Vessell of 3 now-1 

Other witnesses testified that coasting vessels were: - 

'all Shut out ... None of them can come there by passing through 

those Locks ... That part of them which doth Still continue trading 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, pp. 11-12, quoting Temple Hirst MSS. (unsorted), 
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up to Knottingley passes over those Dams always. 1 

Many witnesses seem to have supported the contemporary school of 

thought which maintained that the ebb tide combined with the land 

flood scoured out the bed of the river and carried away much more 

sand than the tides brought up. Thus it was testified that: - 

'the tides are Stopt by making the 2 dams at Haddlecey and Beall which 

tides usually in spring times flowed 6 miles further up the River than 

now ... the tide flowed at HadleseY 3 foot at Beal 18 inchon and at 

Knottineley 4 inches. ' 

Although it was conceded that the various locks and dams above 

Knottingley had enabled the undertakers to extend river navigation to 

Leeds and Wakefieldp 'where there was none beforelp evidence was 

produced to show that in some respects the trading interests of the 

West Riding were no better off. William Andrew a Knottinglay whar- 

finger deposed that: - 

'Leeds men sometimes have sent their Goods to Ravicliffe by Land 

Carriage for want of Water ... if Air had been navigable betwixt 

Knottingley and Haddlesey at such times as sd carts Loaden'd wth 

Cloth past throf Knottingley in their way to Rawcliffe neither 

**. Mr kilner nor any other persons who were owners of the sd packs 

*.. would have sent them by Land carriage ... being more expensive 

than carriage by water. ' 

1. Unwin, IACN 21, P-13. One of the main engineering controversies of 

the early eighteenth century concerned the action of tides upon 

the lower reaches of a tidal river and from this whether tides were 

beneficial to navigation or not. Willan (1936), p. S2. 

2. Ibids PP-13-14- William Milner, the leading Leeds undertaker and a 

prominent woollen cloth merchant. 
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Several boatmen asserted that they had assisted: - 

'to Lighten boats several times at West Haddlesey of Cloth till they 

left not above 4 packs, in a Boat. " 

The Knottingley traders had their orm suspicions about the roal 

motives of the undertakers. At the time of the trial Thomas Atkinson# 
I 

a leading Knottingley trader wrote to Lord Lindseyt the principal 

landowner in Haddlesey: - 

1. . ., I say its evident to prove that those 2 Low dams was only made 

to Bring the Undertakers profit, and that by Laying a great toll upon 

all Vessells that passes them up to Knottingloy 

At the trial it was attested that the undertakers: - 

'take as much Toll for passing throf Beal and Haddlesey Lock for coal 

(13A per ton) ... and wool (6d per pack) as they do for passing throf 

all the Locks aboveýwhich in Number upon River Air are 7 and upon 

River Calder are 6... I 

It was argued that the tolls on coalq wool and corn were especially 

onerous to the trading community at Knottingley: - 

? this being generally theirlinter business - at which time they have 

no need of the Locks - having water enough without them - yet persons 

are compelled to pay Tolls when the Locks is no way serviceable to 

them. 12 

Arthur Ingram, the owner Of Knottingley Kills had already received 

Z80 for damages in 1709, but insisted that the undertakers: - 
1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, P-14. Lighting boats were used on other river naviga- 

tions in the early eighteenth century. Willan (1936)9 p. 87. 

2. Temple Hirst MSS. (unsorted). 
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'make sattisfaction for what damidges he has sustained since that 

time., 

It was affirmed that many people had been forced to grind corn at 

other mills, and that: - 

'since the erection of Beal Dams the mills are sooner in backurater 

and continues mu c1h longer so than before. ' 1 

A view of the river was again ordered, but the undertakers opened 

the locks at Beal and Haddlesey: - 

'to scoure the River, as much as possiblep that the Jury might not so 

well Understand the warping the Channell of the River. ' 

Penbank, lock and, llethley lock were also opened: - 

'to bring down a great head of water to Ferrybridge to amuse the Jury, 

and to carry down in-their sight 2 boats that 'were loaden'd with 

Goods and adorned with flaggs and streamers to make a shew of a Good 

navigation. 12 

By the autumn of 1712, the undertakers were eager to avoid addi- 

tional expenses of litigation. The Wakefield undertakers wrote to 

Lord Lindsey, stressing that they were, and always had been: - 

'ready to make you full Satisfaction for damage ... begg your. Ldship 

to referr the matter to some gent ... in your part-as they are 

Ready-to do on theirs-to whose award they promise an entire 

1. Unwinj1ACN 21, P-14. Arthur Ingram 1660-1733. Related to the 

Temple Newsam family* 

2. Ibidt PP-14-15. The, deception of the undertakers 'was noticed by 

Sir William Hustler who told some of the Undertakers secrets that 

he would remember it at the Assizes. ' 
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obedience If it cannot be settled in that way will accept 

the necessity of legal action. ' 

More than ten years after the first complaints concerning the 

works below Knottingley, the undertakers made agreements with the 

principal aggrieved parties. 

On 20 May 1714, they promised Arthur Ingram not to raise existing dams 

and hedges any higher: - 

I... and shall the next year make two or three Clows in Beal Dam 

more than there now is and shall keep open the said Clows att such 

Time as the River is 2 foot higher by Reason of Freshes than itt is 

att low Water Mark, ' 

Ingram was to receive one hundred guineas: - 

$in full of all pretensions of Damages done to this Day or that here- 
2 

after may be done by Reason of the aforead Hedges and Dam*# 

On 9 July, an agreement was signed with Lord Lindsey and the inhabit- 

ants of Knottingley, the undertakers promising to make: - 

'one or more new large Cutt or, Cutts ... in the middle of the Dam 

at Chappel Haddlesey. 1 

If this failed to prevent flooding to the satisfaction of Lord Lindseyq 

the undertakers agreed to remove Haddlesey dam before 9 January 1716. 

On the question of river tolls, the undertakers engaged not to 

demand from the Knottingley traders: - 

'any more'than one thirde parte of Such Toll per Tunn for passage up 
le Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 15, quoting Temple Hirst IISS. (unsorted), 

2. Ibid, quoting ACN 4/35* 
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and down Air to and from Knott. -LnCley 
to Weeland ... as now is til,,: cn 

from the Inhabitants of Valkofield and othors trading uý-)on the RIvor 

for passage from Wah-efiold to Weeland. 1 

It was finally agreed that: - 

fall proceedings both at Law and in Zquity touchinC tho said disputes 

shall be stayed from this Time. ' 

(iv) CAPITAL ýACMULATION IN THE AIPX AND CALMER NAVIGATION 

The expenses of completing and maintaining the navigation works, 

and of protracted lawsuits had serious repercussions on tho financoo 

of the Aire and Calder unAertaking, Disbursomonts by the Loods and 

Wakefield undertakers rose from L579 16a 10d in 1708 to 81,689 18a 

8d in the following year, as the result of extonsivo flooding and 

widespread damage, o discharge QOO due to tho workmens each Wake- 

field undertaker paid C30 15L, 412-, and arrears of interest were 

added to the principals a step which many of them oppoood. It is not 

difficult to understand why a number of the original subscribers to 

the waterway should"have been disgruntled. Little interest had boon 

10 Unwin, 'ACN-2,1, p; 16, --quotingý-TempleýHirst MSS. (uncortod),, Robert, 

Marquis, of Lindsey, and Hereditary Lord Chamberlain became first 

Duke of Ancasters 1 October 1714. Worsfold, op. cit. p, 209, it 

seems unlikely that all the complainants against the Aire and 
Calder undertakers were`satisfied. -ýýIn April 1716, ' the-town clerk 

of Pon, tefract,,. wasinstructed by, the,, 
-Corporationýto write tothe 

undertal-. ers---concerning., their, ancient river-. toll., Pontc-. fract 
Corporation: ` book of Entýrics 1653-1726, 

_opý 
cit, P-387- 

2. Ibid, quoting ACN. 4/35. F, 124-w4s paid for repairing the weirs at 
Knottingley, and the lessees were paid L60 'for the Loss they 

sustained by,, Castlefwýd Lock being, down so long., 
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received on their initial investmentg and they had been repeatedly 

called upon for additional loans, with promises of eventual repayment, 

and regular interest at oix per cent. The rent paid by the lessees 

in the early years was not sufficient to permit the payment of interest 

at that rate, even without the heavy calls on the undertakers for money 

to carry out now improvements. 1 Particularly agerieved were thone 

landowners who had invested in the Aire and Calder navigationj and who 

had borne the heavy burden of the land tax at a time when low prices 

for agricultural produce made it difficult to pass on the new impost 

to tenants. 2 The decision to add arrears of interest to the original 

subscription was scarcely designed to allay the groving irritation 

among shareholders. At what must have been a heated meeting on 9 

March 1709, the Wakefield undertakers declared they were: - 

'to have Interest at 6 per cent for ever and that their Lent Money 

should not be added to the Originall or first Subscription. 13 

This did not prove possibleg for defraying litigation added to the I 

undertakers' financial difficulties. Total payments in 1712 amounted 

to Z1,291 18s 31 and interest was again added to the principal of 

the Wakefield undertakers. 
4 

Failure to increase greatly the annual rent for which the tolls 

and duties of the navigation were leased in the early eighteenth 

century were a further indication of the difficulties which faced the 

10 The rent of L1,000 per annum between 1705-7 was not sufficient to 

pay interest at six per cent, andq before interest could be paid, 
numerous charges had to be settled. 

2, Wardt P-36- 
'A Unwin, 'ACX 21, P. 16, quoting ACN 113. 
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undertakers. In 1708, Joseph Shaw and Thomas Clark had secured a 

seven year lease of the navigation at an annual rent of Z1,200.1 

This proved insufficient to meet the call's made upon tho undertakers, 

and in 1715 it was decided by the trustees of Leeds and Wakefield 

that: - 

'no Lease' of the Navigation be lett for less than L10800 a year cloar 

rent. 12 

This the lessees were unwilling to pay, and for a year tho naviCation 

was managed by the undertakers themselves. When a new leaso was 

eventually agreed upon to run for seven years from November 1716, the 

yearly rent was only Z1,600.3 When William Milner, the leading Loads 

undertaker purchased the shares of a Dutch merchant John D'Orvill in 

1715, the latter wrote: - 

11 wish you henceforward better fortune with your interest in tho 

navigation than I had hitherto. 14 

Between 1716-17209 important steps were talson to place the finances 

of the Aire and Calder navigation on-a more satisfactory footing. The 

extraordinary expenses of the early years - which had proved a heavy 

strain on the undertaking - did not recur* As a result the rent 

paid by the lessees could be used increasingly for the payment of 

interest and dividends. - The lessees also took'greater responsibility 

for'*the maintenance of the waterwaYs When the undertakern allowed 

1. Unwint'ACN 21, P-17, quoting ACN 4/36. 

2., Ibid,, quoting ACN 113. 

3. Ibid. quoting ACX 4/36. 

4. Ibid, quoting Milner MSS*' DB 65/10. 
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the lessees Z100 for stoppages and the repair of Castleford Mills, 

it was granted: - 

'upon Condition that the Farmers (lessees) show the Treasurer all 

their Books concerning the profitts-of the Navigation ... and that 

for, the future no Sum be allowed the farmers upon pretence of any 

promise from the Undertakera, unless such promise be cigned in writing. " 

Although the rent paid by the lessees after 1716 was usually sufficient 

to pay current interest and dividendst the accumulated arrears of 

interest'and lent money proved almost impossible to repay. An inden- 

ture signed by all the Leeds undertakers on 26 January 1719, stated 

that they had, -- 

'in the Space of Eighteen years ... only four Dividends which 

did not amount to four years Legall Interest for the sums 

subscribed. All the rest of the Profitts ... being applyed 

**. to perfect the said navigation, which loss of Interest together 

with the hazard trouble and other Expences ... do when duly consid- 

ered, make each of the said subscribers shares at this time of double 

value ... Wherefore .*. every sum of one hundred Pounds so Origi- 

nally subscribed_shall from this time ... in all Accounts, Dividends 

... be ... takený. .. as Two hundred Pounds and accordingley the 

capitall or Originall Stock of the undertakers of Leeds shall be here- 

after taken to be, 'Ll4'9400.1 
1. Unwing'ACN 21, pp. 19-20, quoting ACK 113. In the early years of the 

Navigation# the undertakers had paid James Mitchell and his part- 
ners L40 a year to maintain the works. 

2. 'Ibidg p. 17, quoting Milner MSS. DB 65/10. 
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The transfer of lent money to the capital stock of the Wakefield 

undertakers produced further disputes between the shareholders* By 

17189 no interest had been paid on the lent money of the Wakefield 

undertakers for five years. At a meeting on 19 May 1718, it was 

decided that E500 of the interest outstanding should be paid offs but 

that the remaining interest due - amounting to Z10510 - should be 

accounted as principal lent money, Henceforward the Treasurer was 

to pay six per cent interest on the E6,700 lent money, then interest 

on the C1,510 at five per centt and the remainder of the rent paid by 

the lessees was to be divided among the holders of the original 82 

shares. Even, this did not prove possibleg for, on 30 September, it 

was decided that only five per cent interest should be paid for all 

the lent I money. A month later a meeting of all the Wakefield under- 

takers was proposed: - 

'to consider what-money to be advanced for the Increase of the Naviga- 
'i 

tion., 

A number of. the Wakefield shareholders were determined either to 

secure a more satisfactory financial arrangement, or to withdraw from 

the undertaking. Serious disputes ensued which were referred to two 

leading local. lawyersl Richard Witton and Richard Wilson. Their award 

in 1720 stated that: - 

whereas 94,100 was the capital stock of the Wakefield Under- 

takers and money lent on credit of stock Z8,210 .** Undertakers 

should pay ... for every U00 which they had, E200 and so proport- 

ionally towards discharging E89210 debt and sums. advanced 
1. UnwinjlACN 21, p. 18, quoting ACN 113* 
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towards discharging debt ... should ... be added to ... origi- 

nall Stock entitled to share or dividend in increased 

8 tock which from April 1720 was to be taken as C12,300.1 

In the first two decades of the eighteenth century, the Leeds and 

Wakefield undertakers had been confronted with, and had with diffi- 

culty surmounted, major financialp technicalg administrative and 

legal problems. As a direct result of their difficulties, the 

capital stock of the Aire and Calder Navigation had risen from C11,800 

to C26,700. Significant changes had also occurred in the distribu- 

tion of capital. When the undertaking was originally promoted, the 

Milner and Rooke families, prominent cloth merchants in Leeds, had 

agreed to subscribe Z2,100 or 38 per cent of the estimated capital 

required. By 1720, the two families had share capital of Z9,300, or 

65 per cent of the stock of the Leeds undertakers. The shareholdimg 

of the Wakefield undertaking was largely in the' hands of four of the 

undertakers, Robert Monckton, John Smyth, Thomas Roebuck and John 

Burton, of whom the latter two were also lessees of the navigation in 

the early eighteenth century. - 
2 

1. Unwin, IACN 21, p. 18, quoting Hatfield Chase MSS. 8403- 

2. William Milner had purchased the shares of Caleb Ackwithp James 

Dawson, John Holroyd, William Sutcliff and John D'Orvill. 

William Rooke was the son of one of the original, undortakers who d. 
17lO. He was knighted in 1727. 

Robert Monckton of Cavil and Hodroyd d-1722. 

John Smyth was one of the original undertakers, and had purchased 

property at Heath, near Wakefield. He d-1729. 

Thomas Roebuck of Heath was one of the original undertakers, and a 

lessee of the Navigation 1705-7. 

John Burton, a retired London merchant who had taken up his resi- 
dence at Heath. One of lessees 1716-44. 
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Table 2. Leeds and Wakefield Undertakers in 172Q 

Share capital - Leeds Share capital Wakefield 
William Milner 6,300 Lord Bingley 1P500 
William Pooke 39000 Robert Monckton 2,140 
Robert Kitchingman John Burton 2P130 
Rev. Samuel Brooke 800 1 John Witton 11500 
Elizabeth Hey , John Paley 150 
Robert Denison Jane Spinks 150 
Martin, Huntington 480 John Beevers 450 
John Dodgson 300 John Smyth 2P140 
Skudamore Lazenby 240 Thomas Roebuck 2,140 
Ann Sawyer 600 
Tho. Sawyer her s, )) 
Dr* Brooke' 600 
George Dover 600 
Elizabeth Lowther 480 

- Z14,400 C12P300 

1. Unwinj'ACK 219 P*18. Thomas Kitchingmanp one of the original 

undertakers d. 1716. Four coheirs, Maryl wife of Robert Kitchingman 

merchant of Leeds; Sarahl wife of Rev. Samuel Brookeg D. D*9 Rector 

of St'. Alpageq London; Elizabeth, widow of Joseph Hey, merchant; and 
Mary, wife of Robert Denisons merchant* 
The shares of John Gibson passed to his daughter Janel wife of 
Martin Huntington, Leeds merchant. 
John Dodgson Jun,, merchant was eld. s. of John D. linen drapercL1720 

The shares of Thomas Lazenby passed to his eld. s. Scudamorev a 
Leeds*merchant and mayor 1719. 

The shares of Thomas Sawyer passed to his widow Annp and to his s. 
Thomas who was chosen Alderman of Leeds in 1728, 

Rev. Samuel Brooke's first wife was da. of one of the original 
undertakers Joshua Ibbetsono George Dover purchased the shares of 
William Wombwell. Elizabeth Lowther was the widow of. Christopher 
Lowther, one of the original undertakers* Lord Bingley was a, and 
h, of Robert Benson of Wrenthorpe. Chancellor of the Exchequer 1711- 
13, he was created Baron Bingley 1713, Rev, John Witton of Birth- 

waite was younger s. of Richard Witton. Two Hunslet shareholders 
were Rev. John Paley and Jane Spink. John Beevers was s. of 
Abraham Beavers, a Wakefield salter* 
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v(VkRADE ON THE AIRE; AND CALDER NAVIGATION IN THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

It remains'to consider the role of the Aire and Calder Navigation 

in I the economic development of the regiong ands conversely# the reper- 

cussions of changes in trade and industry upon the progress of the 

waterway. Between 1704-16, the rent paid by the lessees had risen 

from 9800 per annum to JU, 600 per annum. Although the undertakers 

had bargained unsuccessfully for an even higher rentq the increase 

was indicative of the growing value placed on the navigationg and of 

the rising volume of goods carried. At the same time that the under- 

takers were - tackling formidable problemst the foundations were being 

laid for the subsequent prosperity of the waterway. This corresponded 

with significant changes which were taking place in the textile and 

coal industries of the West Riding. 

During the eighteenth century the textile industries of the West 

Riding were developing along dual lines, the long established Yroollen 

manufacture receiving new vigour from the more rapid development of 

worsteds. Together the two manufactures appropriated a greater share 

of the nation's woollen and worsted industries, largely at the expense 

of other regions, and in particular East Anglia and the West Country. 

Although the pre-eminence of the West Riding would not be reached 

until the last quarter of the centuryo important changes were clearly 

underway by 1720. Defoe described progress in both woollen and 

worsted manufacture In Halifax and the surrounding-parishes: - 

1. .,. since the late Revolutiont the trade having been prodigiously 

encouraged and encreased by the great demand of their Itersies for 

1. Heaton, p. 257. 
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clothing the armies abroad ... they have, entered upon a new manu- 

facture which was never made in those parts beforeq at least, not in 

any quantities ... the manufacture of shalloons, of which they now 

make, if fame does not bely them, a hundred thousand pieces a year 

and yet do nat-, make much feiver kersies than they did before., 

Eastwards of Halifaxt the manufacture of other varieties of worstedo 

also developed in the eighteenth centuryl but it, is not easy to discern 

how far this had proceeded in the first two decades. Although pri- 

marily woollen manufacturing centres, Leeds and Wakefield also turned 

to the production, of camblets and Itammieslo 2 

The woollens and worsteds, of-the_West Riding were marketed in a 

number of ways., In'the early eighteenth century many clothiers 

still continued to. attend the weekly markets at Leedsq Wakefield, 

Halifax and Huddersfield, where they would dispose of their pieces 

to pedlars or shopkeepersp merchants or factors. Once, the worst of 

the depression which marked the early-years of the War of the 

Spanish Succession was overs efforts were made to improve marketing 

facilities. The setting up of new cloth markets and new cloth halls 

was often accomplished in spite of manifestations of local rivalry 

and jealousy, so characteristic of the agel and which has already 

been noted in the efforts to secure statutory authority for the 

improvement or extension of river navigation. Accepting mercantilist 
1. Defoe, II, p. 198. 

2. Heatons P, 271. Tammies were a thin worsted materialp sometimes 

glazed. Camblet stuffs wore cheap, coarse worsteds, often with 
warp stripes. 378 



assumptions it was taken for granted that any increase in the quantity 

of trade handled by one commercial community must lead to a decline 

in the position of other communities* 

In 1709, the lords of the manor of Hightowng a hamlet in the very 

centre of the clothing district petitioned the queen for powers to 

hold a cloth market every Monday, the day before Leeds market. 
' The 

move provoked a strong opposition from the established cloth marketing 

centres, The leading Halifax merchants - eager to erect a cloth 

hall of their own - recalled the repercussions from an earlier and 

successful attempt to set up a weekly market in Huddersfield in 1671. 

It was affirmed that the result was: - 

four Wooll Trade decayed and many hundred of packs caried to Hudders- 

field formerly sold in this market. Our woolshops turned into cott- 

ages or Empty or Sunk one half in rents; our publick houses that sold 

three or four quarters of Malt by that markett vends not half quan- 

tity in a week as usual ... our Assengere Book makes it appear that 

for mixt kerseys sealing he usually took 5,6P 7, or Z8 a market now 

it appeares not to be soe many shillings and all this alteration in 

under thirty years by Huddersfield. ' 

The new proposal was regarded as a threatj it being apprehended that, 

like the Huddersfield traders: - 

'who when they crept into a markett did as Hightown offers, only pre- 

tend to sell a few Cours Mixt Kerseys will Enable them to 

play the Game others have done which will make all markets ajatient 

1. Heaton, P-364.379 



sufferers ... I 

The Halifax merchants were anxious to abort the proposed Hightown 

market, regarding it as a public good: - 

'to oppose a village that never had church nor markett. 1 

The court of inquiry and special jury which the Sheriff set up, to 

consider whether an additional market was needed and its possible 

effect on existing markets, decided against Highto= as being pre- 

judicial to the markets of Leeds, Wakefield, Halifax and Huddersfield, 

When the Hightown petition ras renewedp the corporation of Leeds) 

together with leading clothiers'and merchants organised a, strong 

opposition and sought the support of the Duke of Newcastle. Hightown 

failed to secure its market. 
2 

The setting up of cloth halls in the principal centres for 

marketing also aroused considerable controversy. In 1708, Halifax 

clothiers and merchants built the first cloth, -hall in the West 

Riding. Two years later, a cloth hall was erected in Wakefield, 

replacing the open air market. There was already considerable 

competition between Leeds and Wakefield in the, sale of white clotho 

and the Leeds merchants assumed that the 'greater comfort of a covered 

hall mightýencourage clothiers to Wakefield to, the'detriment of their 

own trade. With remarkable-speed, therefore Leeds set out to provide 

l. 
-Temple 

Newsam. MSS. TNIWD. 

2. Heatong P-364. The corporation of Leeds argued in a petition to 

the Duke of Newcastle that: -'a competent number of Markets are for 

the benefit of trade and commerce, so the unnecessary creation of 

new markets will divide, weaken and destroy tradeq and render 

small towns a nuisance to the public, as well as to one another. ' 
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similar facilities. Thoresby recorded, on 14 August 1710: - 
'Rode with the Mayorl cousin Milnerl and othera, to my Lord Irwing 

about the erection of a hall for the white cloths in Kirkgate, to 

prevent the damage to this towns by one lately erected at Wakefield, 

with design to engross that affair#-which is computed to bring above 

one hundred tradesmen every market-day to this towns which that 

would utterly prevent for the future if permitted, His Lordship 

gave all the encouragement imaginable ... 11 

With money, subscribed by merchants and-traderaq a, hall for the sale 

of-white cloths was erected in Kirkgatel,, Leedsq and, was opened in 

1711* 2 

A variety of transactions were carried out in the markets and 

cloth halls of the-West Riding towns: pedlars, who had a, small stock 

of wares attended there as-the focal-points for their extensive 

itinerary; a large class of home merchants purchased cloth in order 

to sell wholesale throughout Englands employing droves of packhorses; 

and many merchants in Londonp Holland$ Hamburg and. other parts of 

Europe retained the services of factors through whom they made large 
3 

purchases. It must be notedq howeverg that in the eighteenth centurys 

and especially with the rise of the worsted industry in the West 

Riding, many merchants and factors began to buy direct from the 

clothier without'-going-into the market or cloth hall. -More clothiers 
lo McCutcheong pe 85. 
2, E. M. Sigsworth, 'The Leeds Cloth Halls', The Leeds Journal,, XXV 

(Nov-1954). 

3- Heaton, P-382. 
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were working to, specifications from merchants and factors, ' 

Although woollens and worsteds were still carried overland to 

Londonj and to many, provincial townsp an increasing quantity, were 
2 

sent down the Aire and Calder Navigation* In the eighteenth century, 

Leeds and Wakefield developed as dressing and finishing towns, undyed 

and unfinished goods being sent there for further treatment before 

final dispatch to London or the continent using the waterway, 
3 

The 

axis, of the West Riding cloth trade finally settled on a Leeds and 

Wakefield - Hull - Europe base. London became less importantp and 

York unimportant in the shipping of Yorkshire cloth. Defoe described 

how: - 

... some years ago an,, Act ... was obtained for making the Rivers 

Aire and Calder navigable; by, which a communication by water was 

opened from Leeds and Wakefield to Hullg and-by which means all the 

woollen manufactures ... is carried. by water to Hull, and there 

shipped for Hollandt, Bremeng Hamburgh, and the Baltick ., 
4 

The tonnage of woollen cloth carried down-the Aire and Calder 

Navigation was-determined largely by the, condition of the rivers and 

by. the state of trade. If there was sufficient waterp cloth vias 

sent from Leeds and Wakefield in small vessels of under twenty tons 

1. Heaton, p. 299. 

2. An advertisement appeared in June 1728 noting that: -'a gang of 

good pack horses, containing'18 in number with their accoutrements 

and business belonging to the same being one of the ancient Gangs 
that has gone with Goods from Yorks Leeds and Wakefield to London, 

being the horses of Thomas Varley-(deceased) ... apply to William 

Heald at the Talbot in Wakefield or to Lydia Varley in Lofthouse. 

Leeds Mercury-, - 11 June 1728. 

3. Reatong P-271, 
4. Defoe, II, p. 208* 382 



to Rawcliffe, five miles below Weeland, the statutory limit of the 

Navigation. At Raweliffe goods were transhipped into sloops or 

Humber keels to be forwarded to Hull for export. If there was not 

sufficient waterl vessels might be lightened on their way to Raw- 

cliffe, or, in the last resort sent by land to the Aire portj or to 

Selby on the Ouseq or Tadcaster on the Wharfe. 

Traders and boatmen using the waterway experienced defects common 

to many river navigations of the periods seasonal variations in the 

depth of the river, meanders, silting and disputes with millownerse 

Neverthelessq the growth of trade on the rivers Aire and Calder, and 

the prospect of further expansion$ were sufficient to attract 

commercial interestsp wharfingers and boatmen from other inland porto 

and navigations within the region* Before the opening of the Aire 

and Calder to Leeds and Wakefieldp Lawrence Spencer was one of the 

leading wharfingers at Selby* Apprehensive that the. new waterway 

would divert trade from the Ouse ports Spencer took an early oppor- 

tunity to move his business to the lowest Aire port. No doubt the 

undertakers hoped that the appointment of Spencer as wharfinger at 

Raweliffe would prove particularly beneficial, since Spencer had 

developed correspondence with wharfingers at other inland ports$ Hull 

and London. In an age when trade was often uncertain, such personal 

connections were very important, and were likely to prove a useful 

assetp especially for a now undertaking. 
1, Unwin, IACN 219 p. 22, quoting. ACN 113, On 13 December 1699, William 

Crowle of Hull wrote to William Rookeq one of the Leeds under- 

takers: -'if order had come in time should have directed the deals 

(for the locks) to Lawrence Spencer -I am glad he hath got the 
the placev and I think he is the most proper person to serve you 
therein. ' ACN 4/99/1- 383 



Spencer also transferred his land carriage business to Rawcliffep 

the traders of Leeds seeking a favourable agreement with him for the 

carriage of goods by land in times of drought or frost, when it was 

not possible to use the waterway. In April 1703, an agreement was 

signed between the undertakers and a number of Leeds traders for the 

freight of their goods to and from Rawcliffe by water, rates being 

fixed at 12s per ton between 1 May and 1 October, and at 18s per ton 

between 1 October and 1 Mayq although it was specified that four 

hogsheads of sugar should be reckoned to each ton in the wintbr months, 

as against three hogsheads to each ton in the summer period. 

The major factor determining the tonnage of cloth carried down 

the waterway was the state of trade. The official value of all 

types of wool fabric exports was stagnant during tho first quarter 

of the eighteenth century, although national figures conceal the 

disparity of regional development. 2 In the absence of a series of 

tonnage figures for the Aire and Calder Navigation, it is necessary 

to fall back on petitions, merchantst letter-books and estate corros- 

pondence. Petitions from the cloth producing areas of the West 

Riding were numerous during the early years of the War of the Spanish 

Succession, but great care must be taken in using the complaints of 

interested parties, which can only very rarely be taken at face value. 

In 1702, petitions from Leedsp Wakefield and Halifax to the House of 

Commons asserted, that trade in woollen cloth had decayed because 

1- ACN 3/21. 

2. Heaton, p. 18.384 
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quantities of English wool were being sent abroad. 
1 More serious 

were the depredations of privateers on English shipping, and the 

expansion of textile industries in those countries where English cloth 

had formerly found substantial markets. In 1703, the merchants and 

clothiers around Leeds affirmed that: - 

tthe Woollen Manufacture doth sensibly decline in severall branchoog 

particularly in vending thereof into foreign countreys. 12 

The demands of war served to disrupt the trade of the rivers in other 

ways, and in 1705 there were numerous complaints of tho impressment 

3 
of Knottingley boatmasters and boatmen. 

The letters of merchants and factors during the early war years 

also leave the impression that trading conditions and prices were 

often unfavourable, besides revealing something of the commercial 

activities of the undertakers of the Navigation. In January 1705P 

Thomas Kitchingman, a Leeds merchant and one of the undertakers was 

informed by his correspondent In Rotterdam: - 

'sold 30 of yor Cassays (kerseys) here and 30 more att Amstordamp and 

hope shortly to sell the remainder, tho the prices are low .. t4 

In 1706-79 Joseph Holroydq a factor of Sowerby near Halifax was 

making large purchases on commission of kerseys and bays on behalf of 
1. Walkerg P-302. Complaints against the illegal export of wool 

continued throughout the eighteenth century. 
2. Heaton, P-293- 
3. Hir-t-mss-cOmm-9 Portland VIII9_. 223* 

4. Temple Newsam MSS. TN, Corr, 10/6. 
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Dutch finishers and, merchants. -When the cloth was ready, Holroyd 

arranged for it to be taken by packhorse to the packer at Leeds* 

Major Wilsong who acted as packer for Holroyd at Leeds, was given 

instructions on packing, and would label each bale or ship's pack 

with the trade mark of the merchant to whom it was being sent, These 

ship packs were then transported by the river to Holroyd's shipping 

agents at Hull, who included William Crowlep Erasmus Darwin and 

Philip Wilkinson: - 

'Hallifax 27 September 1706 

Mr Erasmus Darwin 

Sir. I have sent one packe to Leeds to be packt, and Sent to you its 

for the proper accolt of Mr Ludovicus de Wulfep you are to ship and 

consigne the Same to Messrs Peter and Abram Vander Mevlin of Rotter- 

dam ... I 

From March to Octoberl consignments of cloth were constantly being 

dispatched from Hull either to London or abroado but in winter little 

shipping was done, Some of the kerseys and bays which Holroyd pur- 

chased either in Halifax market or from local clothiers was sent by 

land carriage to merchants in London: - 

'Hallifax 26 November 1706 

Mr Henry Carter 

Sir* I wrote you 26th last and then gave you Invoice of forty-tVO 

Long Carsays and'thirty bayes by the Carrier John Hall. Said Carrier 

disappointed me and hath not taken one packe butt hath gott John Law 

to Conveye them up butt itt will be tomorrow sevennight before he can 

gett into London. ' 
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The Holroyd letters reveal something of the activities of the 

undertakers and shareholders in the Aire and Calder Navigation. On 

20 August 1706, he apprised John D'Orvillep who had purchased several 

of the shares in the Navigation from William Milner, of his efforts 

to purchase bays from local clothiers: - 

... Yesterday I was with the Makers butt they have not any unsold 

the price 45a they told me as soon as they had any they would 

lett me know ... As to Carseys of 21s or 28s could butt gett 100 

at 30-s. W. Sutcliffe will not take that price. But his is realy 

the best Goods. If I give him 31s for a piece I hope you will agree 

to itt for sundrye, people do begin to enquire for them. the Markett 

day before I came for your parts WSS was sold to Mr Milner at 35,2 

100 pieces ... t 

D'Orville alone took cloth from Holroyd annually to the value of over 

z102000.1 

Unfortunatelyp, the Holroyd letters cover less than one year's 

dealings., Holroyd-kept his customers well advised as to the state, 

of the-market, the general impression being of fairly brisk dealings 

in kerseys and bays - particularly in the summer months - but with 

no general advance in prices. . 
Tonnage figures.. extant for the Aire and Calder waterway, in the 

early eighteenth century cover a period. -of less. than two years. 

Between. 1 November 17119 and 1 November 1712, cloth and other goods 

carried from Leeds to Rawcliffe amounted to 1,732 tons, Many of 

1. Some Aspects of the Eighteenth Century Woollen and Tiorsted Trade 

ih Halifax . ed. F. Atkinson (Halifax Museum Publications, 1956), xii. 
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the 18 boats - which made a total of 157 trips - belonged to the 

lessees. The tonnage carried in each vessel depended largely on the 

depth of water in the river, ranging from seven tons in Juno to 18 

tons in November. Between 1 November 17129 and 30 June, 1713p a 

total of 1,053 tons was carried by 19 boatmasters, the amount carried 

in each vessel ranging from a minimum of four tons to a maximum of 

16 tons per trip; I This takes no account-of goods carried down the 

Calderg or shipped from any point on, the Aire below the head of 

navigation., 

In addition to woollen cloth, the other commodities carried on 

the Aire and Calder Navigation in the early eighteenth century, 

included wooll alums dyeing woodl iront maltq rapeseedq groceriesp 

corng timber, tallow and coal. 
2_ Unlike., the trade in cloth - which 

was designed to satisfy both foreign and domestic demand - dealings 

in these other goods were almost wholly of an inter-regional or intra- 

regional character. 

With, the extension of navigation above Knottingley, the long wool 

of Lincolnshire and Leicestershire could be brought by boat to Wake- 

fieldp although large quantities continued to be brought by land 

carriage. 
3 Wool growers and dealers forwarded wool from all parts of 

England to factors at Wakefield for disposal over a vast, induatrial 

area to the west and northq while many clothiers and wool-staplers 

made'annual excursions to wool fairs or made'contracts to purchase 
1. Unwin_, IACN 21, p, 20, quoting ACN 4/1059 

2. ACN 4/36a 

3, Heatong P. M. 
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the whole yield of a farm for a number of years. 
' During the eight- 

eenth century growing quantities of wool were brought by the 

coasting trade to Hull, most of which found its way to the West Riding 

through the waterway system. Other raw materials for the woollen 

industry received via Hull included alum from Whitby and fuller's 

earth from Rochester, and dyeing wood. 
2 

There was a two-way traffic in iron carried on the waterway in 

the early eighteenth century. Swedish iron imported via Hull was 

sent in small quantities to Raweliffeg for transhipment to Leeds and 

3 Wakefield, In the other direction, small parcels of bar iron were 

sometimes sent from Kirkstall, forge down the Aire and Calder Naviga- 

tion, some of, which found its way to the Crowley ironworks in the 

4 
north-east. Much of the ironwork for the locks on the waterway had 

come from Knottingley forge, but the extent of other dealings is not 
5- easily discerned. By 1720, Knottingley forge was facing serious 

difficulties. #- 

'the wood being spent thereabouts they was going about to remove that 

forge on to the river Wharf! 5ýat or near Tadcastero, 
6 

1. Heatong P-329. 
2. Temple Hirst MSS. (unsorted). 

3. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 

4. M. W. Flinn, op. cit. 9 p. 105, In 1700-1. Ambrose CrovLey III owed 9105 

to Kirkstall forgee 

The owner of the forge -- Tyas was financially concerned in at 
least one vessel on the waterway. ACN 4/99/1* 

6. ACN 8/2. 
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Seed crushing - mainly rape - developed an a more important 

riparian industryg especially at Wakefieldq Castleford and Allerton, 

In 1700, Abraham Beevers a Wakefield salter and dyer leased two rape 

mills in Castleford. Nine years laterl Beevers, who was one of the 

Aire and Calder undertakers, leased two other rape mills in Allorton, 

Small quantities of rape cakes were exported through Hull, principally 

to the Low Countries. 2 

Defoe described another feature of trade on the Aire and Calder 

Navigation, noting that the towns of Leeds and Wakefield received by 

the waterway: - 

fall sorts of grocery, as sugarst tobacco, fruit, spice, hopso &c. 

oyl,, wine, brandy, spirits, and every sort of heavy or bulky goods., 
3 

With the extension of navigation up the Aire and Calder valleyaq 

intra-regional trade soon developed in corn and coal, the agricult-, 

ural produce of Lincolnshireq and of the East and North Ridings being 

exchanged for-coal and lime in the more industrial West Riding. In 

the eighteenth centuryq Wakefield became one of the greatest-corn 

markets in the north of England94 although a number of local land- 

owners regarded the vridening of markets and growing competition with 

certain misgivings, and argued: - 

'how injurious Lincolnshire corn is to the markets of Wakefield and 

Leeds. 15 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 12o 

2. Temple Hirst MSS. (unsorted). 

3- Defoe) II, p. 208. 

4. Walkers P-453. 
5. Mellish MSS. 162/32a. 
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Corn was also brought from the Don and Derwent valleys and from the 

Vale of York, while butter from the East and North Ridings was sent 

by water to the West Riding towns. 

From its first years, the Aire and Calder Navigation was uced for 

the carriage of coal to markets within the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway 

system. Defoe observed that: - 

'they carry coals down from Wakefield (especially) and also from Leods 

**. quite down into the Humber, and then up the Ouse to York, and 

up the Trent, and other rivers ... with this advantage toop that 

whereas the Newcastle coals pay four shillings per chaldron duty ... 

these being only called river borne coalq are exempted .. 911 

In some respects, the tax on sea coal - which the Newcastle and 

Sunderland interests found particularly burdensome - provided a 

protective barrier behind which the inland coalfields might develop. 

Coal brought down the Aire and Calder Navigation could compete success- 

fully with that from the north-east coalfield, and was soon able to 

replace it in many of the river valley markets of the region. In 

March 1709, Cyril Arthington, a progressive landowner and one of the 

commissioners of the Navigation apprised William Nevile another 

commissioner: - 

to e, Ime just told our Navigators are allarmtd with the talk of a 

Petition to hinder them from carrying Coals down from Leeds (if not 

from Wakefield also). 12 

How far the substitution. of inland coal for coastal coal within 

le Defoe, II, p, 208. 

2. B. M. Stowe MSS. 748, fol-79. 
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the Humber, Ouse and Trent waterway system actually contributed to 

the difficulties facing the north-east coalfield remains a matter 

of speculation. It has already been noted that the north-east 

coalfield was confronted with major technical problemsp arising 

principally from the working out of the more easily accessible seams 

adjacent to the Tyne and Wear, By 1730, it seems that the number 

of ships employed in the east coast coal trade had fallen to about 
2 1,000# of which 400 were supplying London. Alterations in the cost 

of winning coal were likely to have less effect on the price than 

changes in transport charges. Even with the opening of the Aire, and 

Calder waterways the costs of carriage and marketing constituted the 

main factors in determining the price of coal, Defoe recorded that: - 

Un the case of the coals brought from the west part of Yorkshire, 

from Wakefield down the river Calder; these are carried by water to 

Selbyq and then they enter the open sea, or arm of the seal which we 

call the Humber; the Air and Calders though joined, losing their 

names. Thus they pass the said Humber where it is several miles 

broad, and then enter the Ouses and go up by the tide to ... York, 

and yet pay no duty; these coals are bought at the pit for at most 

one penny to one penny halfpenny per bushel; and yet at Yorkq though 

carried all the way by waterl they are sold for sevenpence to eight- 

pence per bushel-at cheapestv and much more sometimes., 
3 

1. Supral pp. 216,226-7. 

2, Willan (1938), P. 14- 

3. Unwinq'ACN 21, pp. 21-2. 
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Soon after the Navigation was opened to Leeds and Wakefield, a 

number of the undertakers entered into a subscription to promote 

the coal trade. 1A 
special coal stock was formed and the profits 

accruing were distributed each year. This trade seems to have been 

given up when the Navigation was leased in 1704. The Wakefield 

undertakers delivered three boats to the-lessees, the Fire-SUP, 

the Expedition and the punt. 
2 The lessees were also eager to parti- 

cipate in the coal trade. In 1710, a partnership between Lawrence 

Spencer, one of the early lessees, Thomas Roebuck of Heath, an under- 

taker and a lessee, and James Mitchellp the Huddersfield carpent3r 

who had been responsible for much of the construction and engineering 

works of the Wakefield undertakers, was dissolved. This followed: - 

'several disputes ... concerning their ... Interests in certain 

Houses, Lands and Collieries ... in Beeston, Ossett and Beal ... 

which they at their Joint Charge did purchase ... as also con- 

cerning their Joint Interest in Two Boats Riding upon Rivers of Aire 

and Calder and other disputes between ... Spencer ... and 

Roebuck concerning a Third part in a Lease of the Tolls and-profits 

of the Navigation and of the use of Five Boats., 3 

The traders and boatmasters of Knottingley - the principal river 

port on the Aire in the seventeenth century - had long engaged in 

the lime trade. With the extension of the waterway up the Aire and 

Calder valleys they soon developed trade in coal as"well. When John 

1. Supras P-14. 
2. ACN 4/35. 

3. Unwin, fACN 21, p. 22, quoting W. R. D. C/331/541. 
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Sefton of Knottingley protested against impressment in 1706, he was 

referred to ast, - 

'master of a vessel which is all his own; he has a good freehold 

estateý deals of his own venture in lime and coals, is churchwarden 

and overseer of the poor, and a careful and laborious man. ' 1 

In 1709, Samuel Leavens wrote from York to Thomas Atkinson, one of 

the leading traders in Knottingley: - 

1. .. this is to put you In mind of the Coales you promised 

pray send them by some of your boates. 1 2 

The extension of river navigation also, provided a stimulus to coal- 

owners who were able to serve a widening market. 

Between 2 December 1707, and 7 August 1708, Sir John Blandfs pits 

at Houghton produced 10211 dozens of coal. The cost of producing 

this amounted to JS233 9,2 5i and. was made up largely of wage pay- 

ments. At the pithead the price was 3. a 6_d per dozen but at the 

river wharf - less than one mile away - the price was 5. a 6d. No 

doubt the agreement which Bland had made with the Aire and Calder 

undertakers while the Bill was passing through Parliament proved of 

assistance in the disposal of his coal, it being exempt from the pay- 

ment of lock dues. Ralph Mathersp who acted as BlandIs agent 

recorded the sale of coal to two Knottingley traders and wharfingersp 

William and Mark Andrew: - 

'Mark Andrew for 26 doz at River that I charge him at 5.2 6d per doz 

1. Hist. MSS. Comm., Portland VIII, 223. Similar certificate on behalf 

of George Standage of Knottingley. 

2, Temple Hirst MS5. (unsorted). 
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allowing him 2s 2d for charges down which is after 74 8d per doz 

Z7 3a. 

Much of the coal went to the lime kilns at Knottingley, and some to 

the glasshouse at Houghton. 

Coal from the Houghton pits was also bought by Thomas Clark, one of 

the lessees of the Navigation: - 

'Mr Clark Dr. for 99 doz had from the River (besides 3 dozýfrom the 

Pitt). at 5. a 6d per doz and the boatmens wages pd as per accot 

926 18s 6d. 11 

(vi)EVALUATION OF THE EARLY YEARS 07 THE AIRS AND CALDER NAVIGATION 

The early years of the eighteenth century were not propitious for 

the development of a major inland navigation undertaking requiring 

large sums of additional capital. By 17209 it was apparent that the 

two main aims of the Aire and Calder undertakers had not yet been 

realised. The waterway had not been perfected; while few - if any - 

of the subscribers could have regarded the dividends paid in the 

first two decades. as adequate. Nevertheless, in these yearB serious 

technicals financials legal and administrative problems had been 

faced, and - with great difficulty - had been overcome. In a period 

of high taxation and only modest trade prospects, the capital stock 

of the undertaking had been increased to almost three times the 

original, and the rising rent paid by the lessees was indicative of 

the growing volume of goods carried on the waterway. Few could 

agree that the carriage of bulky goods on the rivers had really led 

1. Kippax Parish Records. 165. The account book deposited at the parish 

church is almost certainly a migration from the main Bland MSS. 
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to any saving of the roads or improvement of their condition, one 

argument which had been used by the promoters of the navigation* 

In the textile and coal industries of west Yorkshire new trende 

had become apparent by 1720, which would soon become more markedt 

and upon which the economic advance of the Aire and Calder valleys 

in the eighteenth century was based. In these developments, the 

waterway played an important - if controversial - role. 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE UPPER TRENT NAVIGATION 

The Act which was passed in 1699 to extend the navigation of 

the Trent to Burton, had vested considerable powers in the hands of 

the named undertaker, Lord Paget. No new wharves or warehouses 

were to be erected between Nottingham Bridge and Burton without his 

consent, or that of the commissioners named in the Act. Although 

C600 was assessed on the inhabitants of Burton, the remainder of the 

capital for improving the upper Trent was to be found by Paget. In 

return he was allowed to collect a toll of 3d per ton on all goods 

passing on the improved stretch between Wilden Ferry and Burton. 2 

The statutory powers which had been obtained were not put into 

effect for some years. The reasons for this were threefold: Paget 

himself was occupied elsewhere; the tonnage duty granted by Parlia- 

ment was insufficient to carry out major improvements; and the early 

yearsfof1the eighteenth century were not auspicious to raise the 

1. Mellish MSS. 162/32a., 

2.10 Will. III, C. 26. 
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requisite sums for such an undertaking. 
1 

noted: - 

contemporary topographer 

'There is a new navigation set up to Burton upon Trent, but it is 

not perfected by Reason of the mills and Weares, which ly in their 

way* 12 

As in the other inland navigation undertakings within the region, 

the wharfingers and boatmasters at the established inland ports were 

in a strong position, provided they were willing to adapt to changed 

circumstances. Two main factors would recommond such men to the 

undertakers of improvement schemes; namely, that their vessels and 

wharfage facilities were immediately available, and that they usually 

had considerable experience of trading activity throughout the water- 

way system, and an extensive correspondence with othor wharfinCers 

and traders. In the late seventeenth century Leonard Fosbrook of 

Shardlow was the wharfinger at Wilne Ferry, the upper Trent port, 

Soon after the Trent improvement Act was passed, Paget leased the 

new navigation to Fosbrook, who formed a partnership with a Burton 
3 boatmaster, George Haynes. 

Although navigation was extended to Burton, neither Fosbrook nor 

Haynes were satisfied with the condition of the waterway. They were 

anxious to secure further statutory powers, while retaining their 

controlling position. In 1714j a Bill was promoted by the two 

1. Wood, p. 20. 
2. D. P. L. Woolley's History of Derby (mS). 

3. Wood, p. 20. 
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wharfingers to improve the Trent above Shardlow to Burton, and to make 

the earlier Act more effective. The Corporation of Nottingham voted 

C50 to be laid out in opposition to the Bill, which aimed: - 

'to engross the navigation and monopolise trade between two or three 

persons to the prejudice of the Country in aeneral and Nottingham in 

particular. I' 

In April 1714, Lord Middleton apprised Lord Harley that: - 

'there is a bill brought into the House of Commons for making the 

river Trent navigable to Burton ... which as it is drawn will very 

much affect the town of Nottingham and the whole county, in both which 

your Lordship having so great an interest, I hope you will be pleased 

to assist us either in throwing the bill out or getting it so amended 

as it may not be of so much prejudice to us. A great many petitions 

are coming from all parts against it. ' 2 

Petitions against the Bill were presented from numerous towns in the 

Midlands, as well as from Nottinghamq Newark, Lincolng Bostong Gains- 

borough, Hull and the London cheesemongerse These complained of the 

monopolistic practices of Fosbrook and Haynes, it being asserted that 

the boatmasters would permit no goods to be landed at their wharves 

without leave, which was only given to those who used their boats. 3 

Petitions in favour of the Bill argued the need for a more effective 
1. Nottingham Records, q VI, 60. 

2. Hist. MSS. Comm., Portland, Vs 413- 

3- H. of C. Journals, XVII, 600-609. The House was informed that 

among the petitions against the navigation of the Trent: - 'there is 

one clafidestinely obtained from some private Tradesmen in the 

Petitioners' Neighbourhood of Wirksworth by insinuations imposed on 

them. 
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navigation. The Bill passed the House Of Commons in June 1714, with 

a clause which would have abolished the limitations on the building 

of new wharves. However the Bill did not pass the House of Lords 

before the prorogation of Parliamentg and it was not revived. 
' 

(viii) THE UPPER TRENT PORTS IN THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

Any study of the nature and patterns of trade on the upper Trent 

must centre around the principal river port, Wilne Ferry, A contemp- 

orary topographerg William Woolley noted that: - 

'At this ferry is a Custom house, for Leadj Cheese, Salto Pitchp Tarr 

&c. which are Carryed from thence in Great Barges of 20 Tunn Burdens 

that Row, Sail & Tow to Gainaboroughs and there Shipt for London and 

other Ports ... they carry forwards and back again to the great 

Advantage of these parts of England. Sometimes in Summer the water 

is so low that they cannot Navigate. ' 2 

The trade at Wilne Ferry was largely under the direction of Leonard 

Fosbrook, who leased several wharves and storehouses from the lord 

of the manor of Shardlow, Thomas Coke. 

Below Wilne, the waterway was in a better conditionj it being noted 

that Fosbrook had: - 

'brought that Navigation to perfection has Got very good Estates by 

it. It pays them about Z40 a year rent. 13 

The lead shipped off at Wilne Ferry came mainly from 17irl-xworth 

1. Wood, p. 21 . 
2. D. P. L. Woolley's History of Derby (11S). 

3. loc-cit. 
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aiLd was brought by land carriage via Derbyp described as: - 
$a Thoroughfare or rather Storehouse for Lead, to which place it is 

brought on horses from Wirksworth and other smelting mills, and from 

Derby Carried in Carts and waggons to Wiln ferry five miles distanto 

where it is Embarked in Barges and Carried down Trent to Gainsborough 

and Hull to be Shipt for Londonj and other ports, and parts beyond 

the seas. 11 

Scattered references for the early eighteenth century indicate 

that goods were also shipped off at Sawleyo two miles below Wilne. 

In December 1704j Edward Repington wrote to Thomas Coke, complaining 

of, the heavy burden of the land tax and the low prices being paid for 

all sorts of agricultural produce. He considered that only large 

Government contracts could avert the complete ruin of the Midland 

counties but that: - 

'if 915,000 or C20,000 was yearly laid out in corn by the Governmentl 

and sent to Sawley Ferrys which is the nearest place to us that is 

navigableg in order to be transported, it would raise the drooping 

spirits of the people, who must have something done for tem. ' 

Lead was also shipped to Gainsborough from Sawley Ferry. 3 

In the early eighteenth centuryq the corporation of Nottingham 

continued to frustrate all attempts to set up new wharves on the 

Trentq which might have adverse effects on the trading facilities 

within their. jurisdiction. The lessee of the corporation wharf at 
1. Woolley, loc. cit. 
2. Hist. MSS. Comm., Cowper 111,52. 

3. Woolley, loc-cit. 

400 



Trent bridge, Francis Ward complained on several occasions about the 

activities of #interlopers. ', In 17059 complaints were made against 

one of the burgessesq James Moseley, who was forbidden from: - 

'setting up or countenancing any new Wharfe ... approhending itt 

will be prejudiciall to their Wharfe by so doing. 11 

Seven years later, Lionel Lamb erected a wharf which seemed to pose 

a threat to the corporation. To circ=vent Lamb's design, the cor- 

poration took steps to enclose the land leading to the now wharf. 
2 

The corporation also became involved in litigation vrith several Tront 

boatmen concerning river tolls, the corporation claimint; the right 

to collect 2d per ton carried on all vessels passing through the manor 

of Nottingham. 3 

Defoe described Nottingham's river trade: - 

#by which all their heavy and bulky goods are brought from the Humbor, 

and even from Hull; such as iron, block-tin, salt, hops, groceryp 

dyers wares, wines oylp tars hemp, flax, &c. and the same vessels 

carry down lead, coalf wood, corn; as. also cheese in great quantities, 

from Warwickshire and Staffordshire ... the chief manufacture 

carried on here is frame-work knitting for stockings and some 

glass, and earthen ware-houses. 14 

Goods to and-from Nottingham --like those handled at Wilne Ferry and 

l. ' Nottingham ITSS. Hall Books. 3465P fol-32. 

2. Nottingham IISS. Hall Books. 3477, fol-10a. 

3. Nottingham MSS. C. A. 7378. 

4. Defoe, II, pol45. 
401 



Sawley - were transhipped at Gainsborough. The trading patterns of 

the lower Trent ports will be, considered in a subsequent section 

(ix) EVALUATION OF THE EARLY YEARS OF TIE: UPP-M, TRENT NAVIGATION 

The powers obtained in the Act of 1699 were not effectually 

implemented in the first two decades of the eighteenth century. 

Although navigation was extended to Burtong conditions along the water- 

way often prevented the free passage of vessels. Riparian proprietors, 

and the tenants to whom wharfage facilities were leasedq remained J-M 

firm control of the upper Trent navigation which made little progress 

from its condition of the later seventeenth century. 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE YORKSHIRE DERMNT NAVIGATION 

As, in the case of the upper Trentq the powers to improve and 

extend the navigation of the Yorkshire Derwent remained largely 

dormant in the early eighteenth century. The Act of 1702 had 

empowered five undertakers to make the river navigable from Scar- 

borough Mills-to the river Ouse, andýto levy tolls on goods carried 

on any stretch. of the, waterway. A number of commissioners were 

appointed under the Act to mediate between the undertakers and the 

riparian proprietors. The first meeting of the commissioners did 

not take place until June 1720, a strong indication that little had 

been attempted or accomplished in the eighteen years since the passing 
2 

of the Act. 

1.1 Annet C-14- 

2. MR. A. 0. Proceedings for making the River Derwent Navigable: 

ZCG Ix 1. 
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Probably more significant in the long run were the changes which 

took place in the control of the waterwaY. From the start thelord 

of the manor at Malton - as the owner of a considerable acreage of 

land on both sides of the river - had a major interest in the naviga- 

tion. At some time in the early years of the century, control of 

the waterway passed to William Palmesj who inherited the Malton estate 

through his wifel the co-heiress of the last Lord Eure* The purchase 

of the navigation by Thomas Wentworth of Wentworth Woodhouse had 

been completed by 17209 marking a new phase in the development of 

the undertaking. Soon afterwards articles of agreement were signed 

between Wentwortho Mark Andrew of Knottingley and Joohua Mitchell of 

Wakefieldq for the purpose of effecting the powers of the Act of 1702. 

Once again it may be seen that tradersq wharfingers and carpenters 

familiar with established waterways and inland ports within the region, 

played an important role in new undertakings. Mark Andrew, one of the 

wharfingers at Knottingley had engaged in the coal and lime trade of 

the Aire valley. Joshua Mitchell was the son of the carpenter who 

had carried out much of the construction work on the Aire and Calder 

Navigation. The Mitchell family had also invested in several 

collieries in Beeston and Ossetts besides having an interest in several 
2' 

vessels employed in the west Yorkshire waterway, It is possible 

that the engineering works which Mitchell and Andrew contemplated for 

the Derwent were designed to precede or accompany an'extension of 
1. Duckham, 'Yorks. Derwentlop-47- 

2. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 22. 
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their trading activities. Trade in coal from west Yorkshire up the 

river Derwent developed during the first half of the eighteenth 

century: - 

tthat being the certain trade from Wakefield to Malton only. ' 

It is not easy to be precise on a starting date for this intra- 

regional trade. 

(xi)INLAND AWýESTUARINE PORTS ON THE NON STATUTORY WATERWAYS 

The state of navigation on those rivers for which statutory 

authority for improvement had not been secured, and the patterns of 

trade of the 
-inland ports within the region may be discerned from 

three principal sources: firstly, from the descriptions of travellers 

and topographers.; secondly, from the accounts and letter books of 

merchants which are still extant; and thirdly from estate accounts 

and correspondence. , Although a detailed picture can be built up 

of the axes of trade, short term fluctuations in the level of business 

and commercial activity are less easily discernable. 

Although it is now clear that Defoe's Tour must be used with 

great caution by. the economic historian - especially, if he is inter- 

ested in precise dates - it does provide a montane of details drawn 

from a period of more than forty years in the late seventeenth and 

early eighteenth centurýes. 
2 Used with discretiont the Tour remains 

a valuable source of informationt particularly when correlated with 

1. Unwin, IACN 21, 
-p. 

22t quoting ACN, 8/10. 

2. For a discussion, of the problems for the historian in using Defoe's 

Tour see F. Bastians'Defoe's Tour and the HistoriantpHistory 

ToDay, December 1967. 
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other descriptions. 

Defoe claimed for the principal Humber port that: - 

'there is more business done in Hull than in any town of its bigneas 

in Europe ... all the trade at Leeds, Wakefield and Hallifax ... 

is transacted here, and the goods are ship1d hero by the merchants 

of Hull; all the lead trade of Derbyshire and Nottinghamchire, from 

Bautry Wharf, the butter of the East and North Riding, brought down 

the Ouse to York: The cheese brought down the Trent from Staffordo 

Warwick and Cheshire, and the corn from all the counties adjacent, 

are brought down and shippld off here. ' 1 

-In addition to an extensive export trade to London, the United 

Provinces and the Baltic, a growing volume and variety of goods 

passed through Hull for distribution throughout the Humber-Ouse-Trent 

waterway system. Defoe noted that: - 

'they drive a great trade here to Norway, and to the Baltick, and, an 

important trade to Dantzick, Rigag Narva and Petersburgh; from whence 

they make large returns in iron, copperg hemp, flax, canvas, pot- 

ashesq Muscovy linnen and yarn ... all which they got vent for in 

the country to an exceeding quantity ... also a great importation 

of winel linen, oil, fruitq &c. trading to Hollandq France and Spain; 

the trade of tobacco and sugars from the West-Indiesl they chiefly 

manage by the way of London. ' 2 

Much of the trade which passed through Hull - and which had to be 

entered at the Custom House there - was conducted with the principal 

1. Defoe, II, pp-242-3. 

2. 
. 
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river ports: - 

for the navigation of all the great rivers which fall into the Humber 

centers here, such as the Trent, the Idleg the Dong the Aire and 

Calder, and the Ouse; and consequently the commerce of all the great 

towns on those rivers is managed here, from Gainsborough and Nottizz- 

ham on the Trent, York and Selby on the Ouseq and so of the rest., 
" 

In the eighteenth century only Liverpool, among the major ports of 

2 
England, grew faster than Hull. 

In 1702, the port of Hull possessed a total of some 7,600 tons of 

shipping, a large proportion of which were engaged in the coasting 

trade. The total tonnage of coasting vessels belonging to Hull in 

1709 was 4,467, rising by 1716 to 5,340 tons. 3 The trade of Hull was 

dominated in the early eighteenth century by merchant families trading 

to the Baltic and to the United Provinces who also took part in the 

coasting trade - the Maisters, Crowles, Moulds, Ramsdens, Kirkbys, 
4 St. Quintins and Sykes. The extant accounts and letter-books of 

members of two of these families - the Maisters and. the KirkbyG - 

serve to emphasise Hull's role as a. great transhipment port. They 

reveal an extensive correspondence throughout the Humber-Ouse-Trent 

waterway system, with a wide variety of commercial transactions with 

the inland ports. 
5 Although-many of Hull's merchant families were 

1, Defoe, II, P, 244. 
2. Davis, 'Hull', p, 29. 
3. Willan (1938), P. 22-1. 
4. J. H. Plumb, 'The Mercantile Interest: Rise of the British Merchant 

after 16891, History Today, November 1955. 

5. The account book of William Maister (1662-1716) is preserved at 

the University of Hull. The letter-book of Christopher and Matk 

Kirkby is preserved at the East Riding Archive Office, Beverley. 
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owners - or part owners - of trading vessels, the practice was by no 

means universal. For examplet Christopher K: Lrkby had inves ted in 

several vessels whilst serving for the family business as agent in 

the Low Countries, but, when he joined his father at Hullo was anxious 

not to commit himself further in that aspect of commerce. In June 

1716, Kirkby advised his factor at Rotterdam: - 

'yours ... desiring me to stand 1132 in the Katherine of 160 Tuns 

Since I left Holland have not concerned myself in takeing 

parts of ships. ' 

The shipmasters at Hull, besides owning or part owning sea-going 

vessels,, were also concerned in the river craft of the region. For 

example, in 1705 John Fosterp a Hull shipmaster sold to a Knottingley 

limeburner: - 

I... 1/16 part of all that good Keel or Vessell called the Faiguibeth 

of the Burthen of thirty tuns or thereabouts now riding in the river 

of Ayre, of which Vessell Foster is master and owns one other 

1/16 part ... 12 

The Customs records credit Hull with a huge share in the coastal 
I 

trades but the Humber port played very little part in that trade. 

Thus a great deal of trade passed through Hull without the merchant 

community of theport being actively interested in it. More often 

than not, trade was conducted between London on the one hand and 

Gainsboroughs Stockwithl Selbys or one of the other inland ports on 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. Letter-book-of Christopher and Mark Kirkbyj 

1714-47. 

2. Badgery MSS. 1056/183. 
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the other. In many shipmentss Hull was concerned only because of 

the legal requirement that all goods passing along the Humber should 

be registered at the Customs House* 1 

In 1722, the lord of the manor of Bawtry described the patterns 

of trade which centred upon the principal inland ports of the region: - 

'Trent a great and ancient navigable riverl employing ... vessels 

* 4, . some of 150 tons and upwards to Gainsborough and Stockwith. 

From thence goods ... conveyed in small vessels to Lincoln, Newark, 

Nottingham, Derby ... and Bawtry and so carried further into the 

West of Yorkshire and Derbyshire by land carriage from whence they 

return constantly with lead ... which is sole balast that enables 

those Ships to be cheap in their freight and quick in their returns 

to and from London and all remote parts. Great quantities of corn 

brought out of Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire ... are 

shipped off at Gainsborough and Stockwith for London and other parts 

**. a constant conveniency of shipping because of the great quant- 

ities of lead ... without which those ships can bring no corn (lead 

being the, only balast at Gainaborough and Stockwith). During the late 
2 

war the victualling office was supplied with great quantities of corn, $ 

Most outward sailings from Gainsborough and Stockwith were ships 

bound for London. Thus of the 98 ships which cleared outwards through 

Hull customs from Stockwith and Gainsborough in the period 26 June 

1704 to 22-June 17050 no less than 82 vessels were bound for London. 3 

1. Jacksons pp-123-4. tThe persons in whose names the vast majority of 

Port Book entries appear were not Hull merchants. ' 

2. Hellish MSS. 162/42o 

3. Beckwithq P-5- 
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Vessels trading regularly between London and the Trent ports operated 

from a different Thames wharf to vessels trading between London and 

Hull. In January 1722, Sir John Savile was informed by his steward 

at Rufford: - 

'Your wine is comt to Redford Dowker sends me word that sovorall 

of the hampers have been opened ... by the Custom house officers at 

Hull and wishes for the future you'd please to order what goods you 

send from London to Ralph's Key from whence theyll come by Gainabro: 

Vessels and not by Hull's ... 

The inland ports of the Vales of Trent and York - like the coastal 

ports of the region - were anxious to avoid the depredations of 

privateers-during the long war of the Spanish Succession. In May 

1702, a number of merchants of Chesterfield apprised their county 

M. P. 's of the necessity for a separate Admiralty convoy for the 

coasting vessels of the region: - 

Hull is the third port in the kingdom, and all the ships be- 

longing to Trent'(which are fifty at least) goes by benefit of the 

Hull convoy, besides what comes from York, so that certainly it is 

not unreasonable to expect one to attend that fleet . 12 

Defoe subsequently recorded that: - 

'In the late war, the fleets from Hull to London were frequently a 

hundred'sails sometimes including the other creeks in the Humberg a 
1. Savile MSS, DDSR 41/227/75- 

2. Hist. MSS. Comm., Cowper 111,10. Godfrey Watkinson and Paul Webster 

of Chesterfield to Thomas Cokep M. P. 
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hundred and fifty to a hundred and sixty sail at a time 

Reference has already been made to the removal of one of the 

principal wharfingers at Selby to the Aire port of Rawcliffe. There 

is-little to suggest any marked revival of the navigation of the Ouse 

in the first two decades of the eighteenth century. Ono traveller 

attributed the decline of York to socialp rather than to geographical 

factors, declaring that: - 

'the people are so lazy, that they loose all these advantages of Art 

and nature, and Hullj a Seaport Town about fifty miles distant grows 

rich upon their Ruine. 12 

Having considered the main axes of trade, we must turn to analyse 

the organization of trade in individual commoditiem and evidence of 

fluctuations in trade deAlings in the first two decades of the eight- 

eenth century. 

(Xii)TRADE IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

The merchant communities at the coastal and inland ports of the 

region traded in a variety of agricultural productsq namelyl graing 

linseedl rapeseed, flax, malt, butters cheese and skins, A Crowing 

volume of raw wool was also being imported and forwarded to the 

clothiers of the West Riding 

40 0000a 40 40 000000 

The export of grain from the Humber-Ouse-Trent region was of major 

importance, Defoe noted at Hull that: - 
1, Defoe, 119 P-242. 

2. A Journey to Edenborough in Scotland by Joseph Taylorq late of the 

Inner Temple,, ed. W, Cowan (Edinburghq 1903). P. 66. 
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! their export of corn, as well to London as to Holland and France, 

exceeds all of the kind, that is or can be done at any port in England, 

London excepted. ' 1 

The principal kinds of grain shipped through Hull were Holderness 

white wheat and Doncaster purkey or red wheat, together with very 

small quantities of brown rye. 
2 The merchants of Hull had to buy 

grain when and where they could, employing factors to scour the 

country. For example, the Maisters employed about ten permanent 

factors who received 6d per quarter for the wheat they purchased, and 

costs of storage and transport to Hull. In invoices for grain which 

were sent to customers abroad, Ifactorage in the country' was always 
3 included. It is not always possible to locate Maister's correspon- 

dents in the country, although the rivers used in the transport of 

corn to Hull can sometimes be identified by the boatmen employed. 

Thus in the year ending 30 November 1715, over thirty boatmasters 

brought grain from the Ouse, Don and Trent valleys. Maister's 

dealings in grain were mainly carried out on behalf of John Burridgep 

a London terchant: - I 

112 Nov-1714. Invoyce of 400 qrs. purkey and red wheat shipped on 

board the Providence ... for Amsterdam for ac. of John Burridgeg 

and by his order consigned to George Clifford & Co. in Amsterdam. f 

Some grain was also shipped from Hull to Portugal. 4 

1. Defoe, II, p. 243- 

2. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 
3. Jackson, P- 127. 
4. Maister IISS. Maister Account Book. 'Dec. 1714 Invoyce of 900 qrs. of 

Purkey wheat per the Koningsberger ... for Lisbon .. .1 
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The volume of grain shipped from Hull and the Trent ports of 

Gainsborough and Stockwith depended partly on the harvest, and partly 

upon the demand from other regions and the Continent. DurinS the 

four, years ending December 1699, the average price of wheat was 

56s 6d per quarter. There followed a series of good harvests, and 

by 1702 the price had fallen to 25. a 6d per quarter. A rise in t4e 

price of wheat in 1703 was not maintainedg and in the following four 

years the average price was under 2% per quarter. Between 1708-18, 

the-price of wheat never fell below 296 per quarter, the average 

price being 41s 6d. 1 

The contemporary correspondence of landowners within the region 

provides further evidence for a change in their fortunes in 1708, - 

being followed by ten years of relative prosperity, During the firat 

years of the War of the Spanish Successiont when prices for agricult- 

ural produce were lowq there were numerous and vociferous complaints 

of the heavy burden of the land tax. Many landowners saw little 

prospect of improvement unless the Government and the major trading 

companies contracted to purchase large quantities of grain. In 

December 1704, Edward Repington complained to Thomas Coke, one of the 

1. Chambersp P-42, Between 1701-8 inclusiveg the average price of wheat 

at Eton was 24s per quarters and at Winchester 29, ae B. R. Mitchell, 

Abstract of British Historical Statistics (Cambridge, 1962)oP-486. 

Between 1701-8 inclusivel prices at York - one of the leading 

corn markets in the north of England averaged only 22a per quarter; 
between 1709-13 inclusive, the average price at York was 408 per 

quarter, V. C. H. York, p. 222* Between 1709-13 inclusive, the average 

price at Eton for wheat was 49a per quarter; while at 'Winchester 

in the same years the average price was 48ý-s per quarter. Mitchell* 

op. cit'. 412 



M, P. Is for Derbyshire that: - 

IlIt has been thought proper by the legislators to charge four shill- 

ings in the pound upon land, but at the same time I don't hear that 

anything is done to enable the owners to pay so great a tax. Never 

was less money stirring, or commodities (except, foreign) cheaper. 

The best beef is but 2-41A a pound, mutton 2d wheat 3.2 the bushel, and 

all other grain proportionable: nor can, for want of vent, any of 

these things be sold in a quantity. Cattle and sheep are sent to 

fairs and return unbought, and its' reckoned good market when two or 

three strike of corn will go off. At this rate how such vast sums 

of money can be paid which are demanded, I can't foresee. Were the 

men of war obliged to victual in Englandq from whence they are supp- 

lied with all necessaries but provisions, the price of cattle would 

rise, It would be some help to have the East India ships stored 

from hence where so many of their useless are sold But 

i nstead of that, it's here reported (and not as I fear without grounds) 

that Ireland, which contributes so little towards the carrying on the 

war$ furnishes all or the greater part of what is for the subsistenco 

of the fleet, and the merchant men too It's not for mortals to 

surmount impossibilities, and unless speedy care be taken, the Midland 

counties must be inevitably ruined, for want of sale for their Coods 

and by the Receiver sending that little money away in specie, that 

should circulate here .* all 

Similar complaints of low prices and the incidence of the land tax 

punctuated the correspondence between constituents and thoir M. P. 's 

1. Hist. MSS. Comm., Cormer 111,52. 
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in-the following three years. 

I It was not until the harvest of 1708 that landowners within tho 

r. egion were able to express any optimism about prices for grain, and 

ýrospects for trade. In September 17089 Robert Holosivorth of Edlinc- 

ton, ' near Doncaster - who had experienced serious financial diffi- 

culties in the previous years - wrote to his 1-rife: - 

11 hope the dearth of corn, which is likely to continue for savoral 

years to comej will make husbandry very profitable to us, in breaking 

up and improving all our now land, which is now overrun with bushes 

or, at least, it will bring us good tenants to take leases and Cive 

good rates for our farms* 12 

The failure of the 1709 harvest in Britain and Europe led to a marked 

decline in grain exports9 falling from 1709000 quartors in 1709 to 

14,000 quarters in the following year. 
3 Nevertheless in the following 

decade-the net exports of wheat averaged 1120000 quarters per annumq or 

about 10 per cent above the mean for the first decade. 4 The rising 

prices for Grain encouraged the ploughing Of an increased acreage on 

many estates in the region.. A traveller in the Vale of Pickering in 

1725 observed that: - 

'The Gentlemen round, have very much improved their Estates within thia 

16 Yearsq that the fashion of Inclosing has grown to such heighth. Mr, 
1. Hist. MsS. comm. 0 Cowper 111,67. Sir Robert Burdet of Bramcote to 

Thomas Coke, 5 December 1705. 

2. Hist. MSS. Comm. 9 Various Collectionsp VIII, Clement MSS*, 239. 
Robert Molesworth, a non-Junto Whig was X. P. for East Petford and a 
Newca: stle follower. Holmes, P-470. 

3. Ashton (1959)9 p. 183. 
4. Ibid. During the years 1701-8 inclusive, exports of wheat (not) 

averaged 1039250 quarters per annum. 
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Hill has made of 200 - Z700 per Annump & with nothing we may call it; 

but what served in Common, to make the Poor Idle & Saucy ... 

In November 1709P Molesworth apprised hie wife**- 

'I intend to break up the yew flats for oate, for since corn fetches 

such prices, I will try to got something by it, 12 

A year later$ Molesworth could have had few doubts that his foresight 

had been justified: - 

'Corn must certainly rise in the price and that very auddenlyp for 

the plagueg which is got into the Baltic, will make soon both us and 

the Dutch to prohibit all trade thereg and then the Dutch must be 

furnished with corn from us. Rye is already here risen to tho price 

of wheat, which is about eleven shillings a load ... and the reason 

why is because there are already come commissions over from Holland 

to buy ryeq whereof most of their bread is made and which they use 

more than wheat, but the wheat must soon rise in proportion, Peano 

is very dear hereq almost an dear as wheat., 
3 

In July 1712P Molesworth jubilantly informed his wife: - 

'I never saw such a show. of, corn in the field in my life as thin yearp 

and yet wheat continues to bear a good price, that is to say at 12a 

a load (42 a bushel) and rye in proportion., 
4 

, The letter, book of Christopher and Mark Kirkby records short term 

price movements, in grain at the markets within the region, and the 

importance of the commercial connections with London and the Low 
I- 1. Letters of 'J-A-' 

2. Hist. MSS. Comm., Various Collections$ VIIIj Clement IISS., 2-44. 

3. Ibidg 249. 

259# 4. Ibid 
415 



Countries. Unlike mining products and manufacturod goods - which 

might be stored until the market price was favourable - agricultural 

commodities presented merchants and factors with serious risks* Thus 

corn was a worry to merchants because it wont fusty, immediate advice 

from agents on market conditions being imperative, Christopher 

Kirkby instructed his agents at Amsterdam and Rotterdam to provide 

the latest information on the prices of various kinds of grain: - 

'pray give Speedy advice which is the Life of trade. ' 

In November 1714, Kirkby wrote and requested his agent at Amsterdam: - 

'Please advise me prices of all graino with you vrith your Opinion how 

judge your markets and also how Last Advice from Konigsberg and 

Dantzig and price there of wheat and Rye and what vennolla there is 

Loading for your port ... 12 

Kirkby was naturally anxious to purchase in relatively cheap markets 

and sell in relative dear ones. In December 1714, he advised his 

agent at Rotterdam: - 

'Will refrain from buying corn as it is falling with you Wheat 

best Doncaster 27a or 28s per quarter there will be here 29s 6d or 

30B 

In March 1716, Kirkby advised his principal correspondent at Amsterdaw- 

'Some are buying wheat and Rye by order from Holland .a0 former here 

24 to 28s latter 15 or l6s ... cant see-they will get a new penny 

for an old except your markets higher than what my advice is *. 013 

As well as exporting graing the merchants at Hull also imported 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

2. loc. cit. 

3. loc-cit. 416 



wheat from time, to time. In 1719, Kirkby requested his agents at 

Rotterdam to, purchase wheat which was to be stored in proper granaries 

until, the,. -prices'for sale had risen: - 

$... please when judge at. Lowest buy for me 40 Last bout baking 

white wheat ..., -its cheaper with you than I can pretend to buy at 

either London or here and Lay up at as small charge an you pocnible 

can in good Chambers ... when bought send mo per some ship a sample 

of it in a bag. $ 

At Hullj trade in various kinds of grain seems to have been brick in 

the second decade of the eighteenth century. 

Evidence for dealings in linseed and rapocood is scanty, In 17099 

Sir Willoughby Hickmang lord of the manor of Gainoborough leased a 

mill for crushing linseed to James Dealtry. The seed used at the 

mill wa, s almost certainly indigenoust the idea of importing need by 
2 water not being seriously contemplated at this period, Some of 

Dealtry's linseed cakes, were exported to the Low Countries. In March 

1715, Kirkby advised his agent in Rotterdam.: - 

'Coz. Dealtry sent dovme about'6,000 Linseed Calton which Bro: Sykes 

has put on board Foster .*. soe you may in Interim be looking for 

a Chapman to deliver if can-on arrival . 13 

In October of the same yearg Kirkby advised his agent at Amsterdam: - 
1pray. act for Coz: Dealtry's Interest in the sale of hic Cakee which 
1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 
2. Braces op. cit. p P* 109* 
3. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90.417 



are Sound dry and well Conditioned ... he intends to ship about 

50t, 000 more 

Rape'cakes from Castleford and Wakefield were sent to Hull by water 

and then consigned to th Ie Low Countries. 2 Small quantition of rape- 

seed were import6d: 3' 

.IIIIII"""IIIIIIII 

More important than dealings in linseed was the trade in flax 

itself. Kirkby importe'd'flax, but often found the price wao too 

high for extensive''dealines in the region. He found it a dicadvantage 

to h ave fla Ix onýU6 hands when th a Baltic float arrived in autumn. 

In-Noveiber 1715, Firkb'j in*foimed*one of hic agents: - 

tho flax fall with you send me none much arrived from 
V 

the I 'East Country that it's a drug ... boliovo thero will not be 

that consumption for flax next Summer in those parts as formerly by 

reason of troubl'es'in Lancashire. 14 

A year later, Kirkby apprised one of his aCents: - 

'we expect our East Country fleet now very shortly which will I have in 

great plenty of flax that ordinary or middle sorts expect will be a 

drugg but fine flax will sell quick. 15 

In the spring of 1718 Kirkby imported a parcel of flax from t, he Low 

Countries, but found considerable difficulty in the disposal ofý it. 
1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 
2'. Temple Hirst MSS. (unsorted). 

3. Sykes NSS;. DDSY 101190. 

4. loc. cit., - 
5,10C. Cit. 
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In September 17189 he informed his agent at Rotterdam: - 

'still have 5 matte of your Flax unsold there has been noe manner of 

demand for it, since, Spring and now our growth proves soe good and 

large that I allmost despair to find a Chapman except resolve to sell 

at great loss 11 

The flax was eventually sold to a York merchantp William Stephenson 

and sent up the Ouse by keel. 

000000 009*0* 0*00*0 

In the early eighteenth century growing quantitiee of malt were 

exported from the Trent ports and Hull* Between 29 December 1704 

and 22 June 1705, Gainsborough ships carried over 350 quarters of 

malt, and during the same period about 39750 quarters were shipped in 

Stockwith vessels. 
2A 

number of Maister's correspondents in the Vale 

of Trent sent malt to Hull. For exampleg in July 17179 William 

Maister was sending empty bags to Gainsborough to be forwarded to 

Matthew Derry of Newark. These were soon returned: - 

'Recd from Matt: Derry 22 quarters malt in 44 baggs measured. 

Frt to Gainsbro: and toll there 14.2 8d 

Frt to Hull US Od,, 3 

Malt exported from the region was consigned mainly to London, although 

3 small quantities were sent to Norwich via the port of Yarmouth* 

a*0**0*a0#***0*90 

During the eighteenth century the great brewing firms of Burton- 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

2. Beckwithq P-5- 
3. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 
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on-Trent were establishedg exporting ale to Ruasia and the Baltic. 

Although these developments were still many years away, small quanti'- 

ties of ale from Burton were finding their way to Hull and the Low 
ý'V Countries in theý first quarter of the century. Casks of ale were 

sent by barge from Burton to Gainaboroughp where they wore tranahipped 

into schooners for Hull. This was a seasonal trade, catorine for 

ships clearing from Hull in spring. Forwarding alo at othor timon 

of the year might prove hazardous. In July 1715, Kirkby advised his 

agent at Amsterdam: - 

'my friend writes me he dare not send a Cask of Burton alo beinj; will 

Certainly, turne sour soe must make much of what you havo loft till 

brewing season come on. ' 

The principal export item from the Vale of York wan butter. Thus 

William, Maistgr purchased butter and tallow from a York trading 

partnershipq Dawson and Hillaryq which was then forwardod to the 

London house of Renue, Torriano and Renue: - 

'3 July 1717. Invoyce of 107 firkina of butter shipt on board the 

John & Francis, John Colly master for Londoalfor ac.. of Mosurn Renue, 

Torriano and Renue merchants in London 

80 firkins @ 13. g 9d L55 On Od 

20 firkins 0 14.2 6d E14 100 Od 

,7 
firkins @I 14s 6d iC5 ls 6d 

Charges of 100 firkins bought at York 

Frt to Hull at ld per Firkin 8s 4a.., 2 

1. Sykes MSS* DDSY 101/90. 

2. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 
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Considerable quantities of butter were also exported to the Low 

Countries. 

In the early eighteenth century prospects for greatly increasing 

the amount of butter shipped from York do not appear to have been 

particularly favourable. The facilities at the wholesale butter 

market in the City were proving inadequate, but the Corporation made 

little effort to provide better conditions. In 1718, the butter- 

weigher, who received only C20 per annum from the Corporation, pre- 

ferred to accept his salary as one of the City's officers rather than 

lease the market for L30 with uncertain profits, 1 

*0a0e0 **a000 0**000 

Cheese from the Midland counties was shipped at the Trent ports 

for London. In the first six months of 1705, about go tons of cheese 

were shipped from Gainsborough and Stockwith. Twenty yoarn later 

Defoe reckoned that about 4,000 tons of choose wont down the river 

Trent to Gainsborough in a year. 
2 During the War of the Spanish 

Succession, the hazards of the coastine trade seem to have led to the 

greater use of the trans-Pennine route from Stockport via Penistone 

and Barnsley to Doncaster, and thence by water to Ijull. 3 In 1706, 

the wooden bridge which spanned the river Don at Peniatone wan swept 

away in the serious floods which affected the rivor valleys of the 

regiong forcing carriers to have recourse to a ford. In April 1708, 

a petition was presented to the quarter Sessions at Pontefract sienad 

by traders in Manchester goodss corn buyers and from carriers of corn, 
1. V. C. H. York, op. cit., p. 220. 

2. Beckwith, P-5. 
3. Mellish IISS. 162/19c. 
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salt and cheese, requesting that a stone bridge might be constructed 

in Penistone which would: - 

'not only much Encourage the Buying and carrying of Corn out of York- 

shire into Cheshire, Lancashire and Derbyshiroo but also bringing 

saltq cheese and other wares into Yorkshire. 1 

It seems probable that most of the dairy products carriod on tho 

trans-Pennine route were consumed in the growine towns of the Weat 

Ridine and Lancashire. 

S"Sa. SS""SIISSIaSS 

In the eighteenth century, most of the east coact ports viore 

sending wool to Hull, the coasting trade providing come of the raw 

material for the woollen and worsted inductriee of the West Riding. 

It has already been noted that there was a large intra. regional trade 

within the waterway systemg aided by the extension of river navigation 

to Leeds and Wakefield. Much wool was still carried by lando it 

being affirmed before the Commissioners for Trade and Plantationa in 

1720 that: - 

'the clothiers in Yorkshire would rather give double the price for 

land carriage, than have their wool brought by sea, where it receives 

so much damage .. .12 

Some of the wool imported from Ireland and Spain no doubt found its 
3 

way to the West Riding clothiers. 
1. W. R. A. 0. Quarter Sessions Rolls, In the early 172010 it was noted-at 

Doncaster that: -'the trade of cheese, butter &c. from the went in 

the wartime, came. by way of, Barnsley hither Mellish MSS. 

162/19c. 

2. Journal of Commissioners for Trade and Plantationc, 17209 P-220 

Mitchell and Deanes op, cit., p, 190, 
1. % .% 



(Xiii), TRADE,, IN, NON 
_AGRIP 

ULTU'RAL PRODUCTS 

-Unlike dealings in"agricultural produce, trade in-forr6us hnd'non- 

ferrous metal, metal goods, stofie"-and timber preconted few risks from 

deterioration in quality, -') For-'examplo, - load might pile-up if the 

price'-was , not right, although at certain times merchants might be 

compelled'to se'll'if"it wad necessary to mr-tko rcmittancon to the 

,, ur miners. 
' 

-, ý- 'Nevertheless, -the ý af fedts ý'of war'"or 6ftcia in r 'Oýo might 

greatly"influence'"pricesýand'. maiketsý 

The great majority of lead shipments recorded in the Hull Port 

Books were accounted for by inland merchants, particularly at Stock- 

rith and Gainsborough, who usually, made their chipmento in vessels 

belonging to the Trent portsp and at no time did. they havo much contact 

with Hull. 2 William Woolley, who had been a factor in the lead trado, 

described the main axes for Derbyshire lead from the market at Wirkc- 

worth: - 

'Lead ore is sold by the Load which Containes nine dishes, the price 

from 20s to 30s per load according to the Rico and fall of Lood,, which 

is Counted by the fodder which is 8 great piCgo or 16 little onec 

(which account in wt 221 hundred ... ) the price lies fron. S7 to Z12 

the fodder it is carryed most on horseback from thence to. Derbyg Wilin 

ferry2'Saviley'ferryl Bawtry there to be sent down the Rivera to be 

ahipt at Sea and Carried to London and beyond sea viz from Wirkeworth 

to Derby abo"ut'6s'per fodderg from Derby to Wiln ferry 4,29 from 

1. SYkes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

2* Jacksons p. 124.423 



thence to Gainsborough in Barges at from thence to London in 

ships abt 8s where the fodder is 7 piggo or 191 hundred from 98 to 

E13 and pays 20s per fodder custom when put abord foreign chips and 

about 3R per fodder petty chargesp and the Merchants Commission 1 

per cent. 11 

It seems that variations in the weight of the fodder in different 

markets were evolved as a means of supporting varying transport coats$ 

i. e. that a fodder of lead was the same price in all regions but 

variations in weight would compensate merchants for transport coots 

from producing to consuming areas* 

Between 29 December 1704 and 22 June 1705, Stockwith and Gains- 

borough vessels between them carried nearly 6,000 pigs of lead, 

together with 276 pieces and 785 fodders, Of the 823 tons shipped, 

Gainsborough handled about a quarterl the largest single item shipped 

outwards from that port. 
3 In 1706 it seems that 6j807 tons of lead 

passed through the port of Hullq a figure which had fallon to 4*799 
4 tons in 1725 or a reduction of about 30 per cont. 

The extant accounts of two Derbyshire lead merchants, John and 

Joseph Bright provide some indication of the quantity ahipped either 

directly to London from Stockwith or forwarded to Hull agents. Lead 

was purchased either at the mills, at Bawtry, or - very occasionally - 

at Nottingham. Between July 1708 and June 1713, John Youle the 

1. D. P. L. Woolley's History of Derby (MS). 

2. Burt-, op-cit. j P-256. 
3. Beckwith, P-5. 
4. Burt, op. ci p. 257. 
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wharfinger who handled, the Brights' lead at Stockwitho shipped 2,600 

pigs of lead in 40 separate coasting vessels. After 17139 an incre- 

asing proportion of the, Brights' lead was consigned to Hull by heol, 

and only small'quantities were shipped by coactinj; vossolo from the 

Trent port. Thus betwelen June 1713 and February 1715, the Brights' 

consigned a total of 920 pies of lead, of which 720 pigs wore con- 

veyed by 12 keelmasters to Hullf the remainder being chipped in nix 

coasters from Stockwith., Between February and Novembor 1715, the 

Brights' consigned 680 pigs of loadp of which 360 pies wore forwarded 

to Hull in seven keels, the remainder being chipped from Stock'Výrith to 

London in eight coacters. After 1715, the quantity of load cent 

directly by the Brights' to London fell sharply. Betroon April 1716 

and the closing of the, Brights' accounts in Juno 1718, some 2,360 

pigs of lead were sent in keels to Hull, -and only 120 pies viore 

shipped from Stockwith for London. 1 

The Maister and Kirkby accounts and letter-books show the Hull 

merchant community purchasing Derbyshire and Yorkohiro lead, either 

at the inland ports or from other traders at tho Humbor port. In 1714, 

William Maister was purchasing lead from one of the leading Gains- 

borough merchants: - 

124 July 1714. Bought of Tho: Doviker 80 pigs load llf. 4cwt. 2qr,, 

141b. at C9 per f. z1ol 2s 8d, ' 

Maister sent regular shipments of lead to the Low Countriocl and to 

Havre and Rouen, acting as factor for the London merchant house of 

2 Renue, Torriano and Renue. 
1. John Rylands Library. Bagshawe MSS, (untraceabte)o 

2. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book, 
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Mont of the lead shipped by Maister and Kirkby was brought from the 

Derbyshire smelting mills, but small quantities continued to be sent 

down the Ouse, thpugh not without difficulty at certain times due to 

the shortcomings of river navigation. In May 1716, Kirkby advised 

one of his London corrospondents: - 

'Yorkshire Lead none at present to be had the dry conson is the Caune 

being scarcity of water that boats cant get douno with It to Yorko.. 

Whether the inadequacy of the Ouco waterway and its tributarioc was 

leading to a diversion of growing quantities of Yorkahiro load to the 

Tees ports is not easily discerned* In 1705, a total of 3,251 tons of 

lead were exported through Stockton. Twenty yearn later tho fieuro 

stood at 2,560 tons. 2 

The price of lead, and the volume of trade woro much affectod by 

conditions abroad. Although exports of load and load shot were high 

during the War of the Spanish Succecsion13 the immodiato years aftor 

Utrecht wore marked by falling prices. In January 1715, Kirlcby wrote 

to his factors in Rotterdam: - 

I... would willingly joine a penny with yours in any thine if but a 

prospect of not working for nothine ... Load hore t. 9 2n or 3n 

at Bawtry Z8 17c. .. I 

The price of lead continued to fall in 1715, and in Soptomber Kirkby 

complained: - 

'I wonder what come does, as trade is carried on at present I think 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

2. Burt, op-cit-9 P-257. 

3. Ashton (1959), P. 71. Though exports of lead and lead shot wore high 

in the first war of the eighteenth century, they wore cut down 

severely in each of its successors. 
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in general they dont gett a now penny for an old p ,;, rcat lead 

8 lis or 12s Small Z'3 14S when any a, 1cTi0-, icnt 

gladly joyne my penny -with Yours-' 

The lead trade continued depresned, and ',,, )ricos foll still further. 

In Noveriber 1715, Kirkby coriplainod to anothcr 

at present noe proopect of turnin, - a -pen,, , C-1 -y 
to ncclvnnt, ýýI-' 

Lead mill l8s Bavitry zS 8s hore Z80 10o which T)roportion to 

Charge of getting hither is cheaper ... our Woolhoune is full and 

small vend that if these porplexinC tirqerý Contir. up pjt, ýt "be y,, -, , L, Lorcr. 

By December 1715, the price of lead at Týall had. f, 12.1-e'l-I tc) por 

fodder, arid Kirkby was not optiniotic about jrbol, t terjjpj, o 3 

'may be yett Lower beine our Woolhouse is full anr, 

ivants money must sell. I 

Kirkby considered that the low prices bý, inlf, ror 

an op.,, 
_)ortunity 

to purchase and to hold stockc. In Jal'mlar. y he 

=ote to one of his agents: - 

'Please Invest in Lead when find it nost to ,, iy advantage eithýr at 0 

the mills or Bawtry by safe Chapmen ... at Bavitry , l7a and C7 

falling being noe demand its offered here froi,, j 2s but noe 
buyers soe rlay tdte your owne time to Invest 

Events abroad contributed to the recovory of th(-, Icad trado -Ind 

a rise in prices at Hull. In January 170, RiAby a6vised his 

factors: - 

I... Lead advances here ... red at present is A 13a or 15a per 
Fodder and sellers are stift since alliance concluded with France and 
Holland. I 

'6* 5Ykes MSS. DDSY 101/9(). 
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By March 17179 trade in lead was brisk at Hull: - 

'for great lead sells here as fast as comes downe for L8 15.2 but as 

you being on the spot must leave it to you to sell when you judge it 

most for our advantage. I 

The rise in lead prices was maintained in 1717, and by April 1718, 

Kirkby was apprehensive that there were, diminishing prospects for 

further advance: - 

'Lead has been creeping up all this Spring and very Scarce now 

.* 6s or * 7. R 6d per Fodder at which price judge not for your 

Intrest or mine to engage in it am sure some will burn their Fingers., 

Despite Kirkby's fearsq lead prices continued to rise, reaching L9 

118 in September. By 1722, Maister was selling at Z10 4, a per 

fodder. 2 The generally low level of lead prices in the early decades 

of the eighteenth century is probably an indication that output was 

expanding ahead of demand. The industry's internal technical and 

managerial improvements may have been more important for grovith at 

this time than changes in external demand. 3 

00000* 000000 000000 

As in the case of lead, dealings'in stone were brooly- outgoing 

from the region, but evidence for that trade is very scanty. In 

August 1717, Lord Castleton wrote to his steward at Sandbeck on the 

possibility of sending'stone from-the Roch Abbey quarries to London 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

2. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 

3. Burt, op. cit., p. 266. 
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via the Idle and Trent parts: - 

'... Mr Campbell has engaged Lord Burlington and Sir John Vanbrugh- 

to front his, house with Roch Abby Stone but upon Inquiry here$ it 

appears I was mistaken in the pricesp for the cheapest the stone can 

be delivered per Tunn is al 6s or Fl 5s (viz) the carriage to 

Bawtrey 5s Getting of it 7. a. the freight from Bawtry to Stockvdth 3. E 

from Stockwith to London lls or 10s ... Sir John Vanbrugh at first 

bespoke ... 52 tuns at these rates, and now has bespoke 150 tuns- 

more ... 11 

000 

The merchantst factors and shipping agants at Hull were concerned 

in a two-way trade in iron and metal goods. Tho first Hull factor 

to establish himself in Gothenburg was probably Henry Maister who 

arrived there in the closing year of the ceventeenth century. By 

1730, three members of the Maistert Movild and Grundy families were 

exporting between them almost 40 per cent of all iron leaving the 

Scandinavian port. The chief function of these overseas factors 

was to advise their principals of the state of the market abroad, and 
2 to place orders according to their instructions. Iron imported 

from northern Europe was distributed throughout the Humber-Ouse-Trent 

waterway system. 

The Maister accounts reveal dealings in imported iron to the 

principal inland ports of the region, with smaller quantities of pitch, 

tar and timber. In 1714-15, bar iron was sent in 14 keels to three 

1. Lumley MSS. EMC/76- 

2. Jackson, p. 263- 
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1 
York wharfingers and ironmongers, Williams Barbara and Jane Steph; nson. 

Kirkby also acted as agent for William Stophenson at Hull,, forwarding 

imported pots and pans, Swedish bar iron and oak boards, In December 

1718, Kirkby advised two London merchants about the difficulties which 

faced the York trader at that time. Ile was anxious that Stephenson 

should weather the adverse circumstances facing him: - 

'but he drives on further than his Stock-roaches and a dead time of 

year that moneys comes scarce in which causes him to be straitened. ' 2 

The, opening of the Aire and Calder Navigation meant that imported 

iron could be forwarded to the forges around Leeds entirely by water. 

Maister sent iron in Humber keels to Raweliffel the lowest shipping 

port on the Aire for transhipment into smaller river craft, Maister's 

principal customers in Leeds were Joseph Condor and his partners, and 

--- Cookson: - 

114 August 1716. Recd from Gottenburg that was bot Joseph Condor 

& Co of Leeds ... 1,023 Bars iron., 3 

Maister's forwarding trade to Bawtry was almost. entirely in iron, 

with much smaller quantities of pitch and tar. Nine keelmasters were 

regularly employed in carrying Swedish iron to two wharfingers at the 

Idle, port, Christopher Dempster and John Goodwin. If The principal 

customers were merchants and ironmongers in south Yorkshiref notably 
1. Maister IISS. Maister Account Book. 

2. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 

3. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 

4. John Goodwin of Bawtry had a share 'in the privileges and return 

of Bawtry wharf and its wharfage and one third of every vessel used 

with Christopher Dempster and Thomas Lister of Bawtry. Tibbitts 

Collection T. C. 739. 
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William Mirfing Thomas Parkin and Samuel Shoreq all of Sheffield. 

Although the ShQffield and Hallamshire interests received most of 

their imported Swedish iron via Bawtryp small quantities were also 

forwarded by land carriage from the port of Doncaster. Maister sent 

iron via the Hull-Doncaster axis to Samuel Shore, and to Field 

Sylvester, one of the principal factors in Sheffield: - 

'13 March 1714. Sold Samuel Shore and sent per Robert Ambler to 

Doncaster 10 bars iron. ' 2 

The effects of the Great Northern War between the Baltic states 

were not immediately reflected in the prices of bar iron and rod iron 

sold in Sheffield. Between 1695 and 1702, bar iron was sold at Z14 

10s per ton, and rod iron at r, 16 10s per ton. In 1702, bar iron 

advanced to 915 per ton and rod iron to L16 15s per ton, and continued 

to sell-aýý those' 'prices until 1716. Disputes with Sweden over the 

duchies of Bremen and Verden led to a temporary prohibition on the 

import of Swedish irons and a marked rise in prices in 1716, bar iron 

reaching C17 per tons and rod iron C18 15. a per ton. 3 

Restrictions on the import of Swedish iron prompted the Hull 

merchant community to look for other sources of supply, care being 

taken that the quality and specifications demanded by their customers 
1. Samuel Shore was one of the pioneers of steel manufacture in 

Sheffield. By 1709 Shore was making blister steel. Lloydo P-74-, 
2. Maister MSS. Maister Account Book. 

3. Although Professor Ashton concluded that 'the price of iron rose 

sharply during the Great Northern Wart, he gave no indication of 

when thatrise. commenced. Ashton (1959), pp. 70-1. 
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were maintained. In January 1718, Kirkby apprised one of his agents 

at Rotterdam that he had bought a parcel of German iron: - 

land I hope all or most of it is of the Narrow Flat and about -1 Inch 

thick else our market will Scarce take it off ... per next please 

advise breadth and thickness that if will not doe here I may perhaps 

order it be shipt for London but buy noo more till further order for 

if Swedish iron be permitted to come in at or before 20 March being 

better liked and above 20s less ... in the Customs will cut the 

German iron clearly out. ' 

Kirkby clearly recognised the risk involved in purchasing German iron 

and then finding that the prohibition on Swedish iron had ended. on 

the other hand, Kirkby was reluctant to refrain from trade in a 

commodity for which demand was rising and market prospects appeared 

particularly promising. He opined to his agent that: - 

'to Contract for it before hand will be a great hazard if you finde 

at expiration of limitted time our Parliament request his majesty to 

Continue the Prohibition of Swedish Iron should be glad you could 

fall in with your Chapman soe as to Contract with him for delivery of 

100 or 150 tons of German iron to be delivered as fast as could be 

made. ' 1 

With the proclamation permitting the resumption of Swedish iron 

imports in February 17189 Kirkby was anxious to dispose of the German 

iron which he calculated would not sell in the markets within the 

region. Kirkby advised his agent: - 

'now we have the Kings proclamation permitting Swedish iron to be 

1. Sykes MSS. DDSY 101/90. 
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imported in English'ships from Neutral Ports and as you formerly'wrote 

German Iron'was Esteemed with you as good as Swedish so hope may got 

those 500 Bars of German Iron Exchanged for the likeweight of'Swedish 

Iron without loss of goodýsorts ... 

The principal forwarding trade which Maister conducted with Gains- 

borough merchants and wharfingers was also in goods imported from 

Scandinavia* The Mister accounts between 1714-24 indicate trade in 

Swedish iron between Hull-and the Trent port, employine'25 keelmastersq 

handled by five wharfingers and consigned to 27 named customers at 
2 

Nottingham, Newarkv Derby and Birmingham. 

The role of the inland ports and Hull in the iron trade is also 

revealed from the extant accounts and letter books'of Carburton forget 

one of the most important ironworks within the region. The raw and 

semi-manufactured iron used at the forge in the first two decades of 

the eighteenth century came from a variety of sources. In addition 

to pig iron brought by land carriage from the furnaces at Siaveley, 

Walley and Foxbrooke, and the small quantities brought out of Cheshire, 

the Bawtry-Stockwith-; Hull'axis was extensively'used to obtain raw 

materials. Old cannon from Newcastle, disused alum plates from 

Whitby, bomb shells, pig iron from Sussex, bushel and cast iron from 

London and the Low Countries, as well as an assortment of scrap metal 

found their way to the forge. In July 1715P John Watts, the manager 

at 
-theforge 

wrote to Thomas Grace in London from whom he was willing 

to buy a parcel of bushel iron: - 
1. Sykes MS. DDSY 101/90. 

2. ' Maister MSS. Maister Account Books, 
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land desire it may be put into small Casks, not above half a Tunn in 

a Cask because of the conveniency of Land Carriage, and pray let them 

mark each Cask what weight it contains and Consign them to ... 

Christopher Dempster at Bawtry ... you will meet with Stockwith 

vessells enough about Ralph's Key that will take ... and deliver 

them to Dempster's Boats for 3 or 1ý, a per Tung because they have little 

or no loading to Stockwith. Dempster will pay the Freight you agree 

for. We do work 40'or 50 Ton of Bushel Iron in a year, but if the 

rate continue so high shall use a great deal less, wee have it Genrally 

20s a Tun cheaper out of Holland than this will be. ' I 

The rise in the price of bushel iron probably prompted Watts to 

look for new sources of supply. In November 1715t he wrote to one 

of the Wealden ironmasters: - 

'I desire you will let me know, as soon as you can conveniently what 

I must Give you per-Tun for 2 or 3 tons of your Sussex Piggs for a 

Trial such as are perfectly free redshot on Board a veslsel'at London 

for Stockwith. Some of those Vessels lye constantly about. Ralph's 

Key nigh Billingsgate. If I like the Metal, may take a considerable 

quantity. ' 2 

At Hull, Richard Sykes and Daniel Hoare'acted as shipping and 

forwarding agents for the Carburton forge. In addition to bushel 

and cast iron sent directly from London to Stock%rith, parcels of iron 

were also forwarded by keel from the Humber port. In April 1715, 

1. Sheffield City Library, Archives Department. M. D. 3483" Lotter- 

book and diary of John Wattsj ironmaster. 

2. loc. cit. 
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Watts advised Sykes: - 

'if you look my letters when first I orderld any Bushel and Cast Iront 

you will find it Should come to Simmons that he might see it 

taken out of the Keels carefully into the Bawtry Boats ... 

Before the spring of 1715, Watts was buying bushel iron at Hull for 

Z5 10s per ton, and cast iron at Jt4 per ton. The freight rate 

between Hull and Bawtry was 6s per tonp and land carriage from the 

Idle port to Carburton amounted to a further 5a per ton. 

In addition to various kinds of iron, small quantities of #sea coals' 

were also iiapo`rzad via Rull for the forge. 

In order to make one ton of bar iron over 26 hundred-weight of 

pig iron were requiredg the forge using in the process about 36 seams 

of charcoal, Charcoal was obtained from various places in Sherwood 

Forest, brought at certain times of the year. In September 17159 

Watts noted that: - 

fthe Season is now so far spent and people to throng Ploughing that 

cannot have the Charcoal carried. ' 2 

A variety of iron goods were produced at the Carburton forge in 

addition to bar and rod iron. Sock moulds, clout iron, alum plates, 

girdles, and iron goods for use in lead mills, together with a small 

quantity of salt pan plates were forwarded to Hull via the Trent ports. 

Between June 1700 and June 1720, a total of 2,671 tons of iron and 

assorted iron goods were sold from Carburton forge. Of this quantity, 

1. M. D. 3483. Letterbook and diary of John Viatts, B. Simmons was one- 

of the wharfingers at Stockwith. 

2. loc. cit. 
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19465 tons were carried by land to Bawtry for shipment to Stockwith 

and Hull. Land carriage charges to Bawtry averaged 6s per ton; 

boathire from Bawtry to Stockwith was 2s 6d per ton; and the freight 

of iron to Hull and shipping charges there also amounted to 2s 6d 

per ton. Between June 1703 and June 17209 over 800 tons of iron from 

Carburton were carried to Renishaw slitting mill. The remaining out- 

put was sold in small quantities to country chapmen, Most of the 

goods sent from Carburton to the Trent port were consigned to Londong 

but small quantities found their way to Newcastle, Stockton, York, 

and to Norwich and Bury St. Edmunds. Local customers included Sir 

George Savile, and the Dukes of Leeds and Newcastle. 

The accounts and letter books of Carburton forge give further 

evidence on the influence of overseas iron on the price of domestic 

iron, and seem to confirm that in the markets of the region - the 

affects of the Great Northern War were not felt fully for some years. 

Between June 1700-and the summer of 1711, the price of iron sold from 

Carburton remained at an annual average of X14 10s per ton; between 

1711 and December 1714* the price was L15 per ton. In January 1715P 

Watts advised his principal customer at Norwich: - 

'We have advanced our. Iron 10s per. Ton, which is very inconsiderable 

in regard to the advance of, Forreign Irons but hope to advance more 

hereafter if the rate of Forreign Iron increases ... if I hear 

nothing from you will send You 4 tons of Shl brds to Stockwith at 

C15 10s per ton. ' 2 

1. M. D. 3483. Letterbook and diary of John Watts. 

2. loc. cit. 
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Demand for domestic iron rose greatly in 1715, and Watts had diffi- 

culty in supplying his customers, aggravated by a shortage of water. 

In January 1715, Watts apologised for delays in the delivery of bar 

iron: - 

I... the River has been so low is the reason they were shipt no 

Sooner., 

A few months later, a Norwich customer was advised from Carburton: - 

'We have such great demand for Iron in our home Markets and Water is 

so very scarce that cannot well supply themg and have orders daily 

from London, Hull ... which are forced to put off. .. I 

In December 1715, Watts was forced to'disappoint a customer at Cam- 

bridge: - 

I... am sorry to tell you that we are not in a Condition to Supply 

you, having already more demands in our home Markets, than we can 

well answer. 
" 

In 1717, iron from Carburton was sold at U6 per ton; in 1718 at C18 
2 

per ton; and fell to L17 per ton in 1719-20 . 

000*0**0*000&000* 

The coastal trade of Hull in iron goods was carried on with three 

regions, the north-easts East Anglia and - most important - with 

London. In the first half of 1702,360 waggon wheels were consigned 

to the ports serving the north-east coalfield. 
3 The most important 

class of goods traded between Hull and East Anglia consisted of an 

1. M. D. 3483ý Letterbook and diary of John Watts. 

2. loc. cit. 
3. Jackson, p-131.438 



assortment of ironmongery - nails to Yarmouth, scythesp flay knives, 

iron weights, plough breasts, iron pipes and a large number of iron 

stoves to Lynn, Yarmouth and Wells. Metal goods sent to London in 

the eighteenth century included a few hundred tons of English iron, 

a few dozen tons of nails, and a great variety of Sheffield and 
1 Birmingham goods. 

Metal goods exported from the Trent ports was almost wholly for 

London. Of the 55 tons of iron shipped from Gainsboroughand Stock- 

with in the period 29, 
_December 

1704, to, 22"June 1705, Gainsborough" 

ships dealt with 23 tons. 2 

Dealings in timber at Hull and the principal inland ports of the 

region covered both an import and an export trade. The extant 

accounts of one Bawtry merchant between 1713 and 1721t include deal-, 

ings in wainscot boards and deals imported from Christiana and 

Amsterdam, and forwarded from Hull to the Idle port. 
3 

Samuel Dawsont 

described as a mercer and grocer, employed the firm of Colletts and 

Leuch to act as his factors in Christiana, 4 
In July 1715, the 

Milkmaid was freighted at the Scandinavian port with deals and spars 

for Hull, where the payment of water bailiff dues was arranged by 

Dawson's agent, Henry. Etherington. 
-The 

timber was, then forwarded to 

1. Jackson, P-143. 
2. Beckwith, p. 5. 

3. Tibbitts Collection. T. C. 516- 

4. W. R. D. A/478/766. 
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Bawtry by three Trent keelmasterss John Beilby, Samuel Clayton and 

John Stokeham. 1 On 9 July 1715, Dawson's factors informed him: - 

I... you have advantage of 1 dollar on each 100 of deales, for they 

actually pay now a dollar more than you is charged, and most the same 

our very good friend -- Perrott in Hull paid ... According to your 

order ... we have loaded some ladder poles ... if you should 

incline for sending another ship here this year we desire to know your 

mind as soon as possible. ' 

In 1719, Benjamin Darling was acting as agent for Dawson at Hull: - 

'Ac. of charges on 1600 Wainscott boards recd per James Atkinson from 

Amsterdam and forwarded to Samuel Dawson at Bawtry 

Duty & fees-of 1400 Inches 

Frt. at 11A per Inch 

PrImage 

c 8 d 
16 4 10 

8 15 0 

16 0 

ý,,,.., -my Prov. 14 

26 10. 

Dawson disposed of timber and other imported goods by land carriage 

to various customers within the region: - 

19 November 1710 To Saml. Dawson of Bawtry for deels and iron had to 

Kiveton since 24 JulY Z13 5s 8d. 14 

Evidence of timber sent to Hull for export, or shipped directly 

from the inland ports is scanty for the early eighteenth centuryl 

apart from the Hull Port Books. Between 29 December 1704 and 22 

June 1705, ships from the Trent ports clearing outwards from Hull 
1. Tibbitts Collection. T. C. 516/3-8. 

2* T. C. 516/11. 
3. T*C. 516/21. 

4. Leeds MSS. Box 35(unsorted). 
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accounted for some 105 tons of timber. ' It seems not improbable that 

timber might be sent from estates in various parts of the region, 

utilising where possible the waterway system. For example, some 

timber was sent down the Don to Hull, although navigation was some- 

times delayed by insufficient water in the river. In 1720, Charles 

Savile agreed with two Hull merchants for the sale of tinber from 

his estates at Thribergh and Mexborough. On 2 May, Savile was 

apprised of the delay in shipping timber from Doncaster: - 

'... as yett have not gott all the timber dovm to Hull tho I believe 

its all in a keel comeing dovm but I heard she was neeped abt Barnby 

Dunn or Stainfold Showld but expect her down in less than a fortnight., 2 

To what extent the trade in timber from the region to the Tyne and 

Wear ports had developed by 1720 is not entirely clear. 

(xly)THE TEZEES PORTS, THE COASTAL PORTS OF YORKSHIRE AND BOSTON 

It is not easy to determine to what extent the rise or decline of 

the Tees ports, the coastal ports of Yorkshire and Boston affected - 

or reflected - the trading patterns of the Humber-Ouse-Trent Y; aterwaY 

system, Nevertheless, it seems likely that the rise of Stockton 

drew away some of the trade previously handled by Milby and York; that 

Malton was served from Scarborough as much as by the river Derwent; 

while the decline of Boston may have led to a greater utilization of 

the Trent. 

The difficulties in navigating the Ousel and the high cost of land 

1. Beckwitho P-5. 
2. Mexborough ITSS. (unsorted). 
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carriage from smelting mills in the Dales to Milby probably prompted 

many leadmasters, factors and merchants in the North Riding to send 

their lead to Stockton for shipment. Mining interests in Arken- 

garthdale and Swaledale - where activity was more marked after the 
-i, -: 
foundation of the London Lead Company in the last decade of the 

seventeenth century - forwarded lead to Stockton via Richmond and 

Yarm. It seems likely that lead from Wensleydale could be exported 

more cheaply via Northallerton and the Tees ports, Further south, 

lead from ITidderdale and Wharfedale continued to find an outlet by 

using the Ouse and its tributaries. 
1 The development of Swaledale 

mining and the rise of Stockton dwarfed the Ouse ports, so that by 

the 1730's lead was a comparatively minor item shipped down the 

river. 
2 

In the early eighteenth century, Stockton superseded Yarm as the 

principal port on the Teest although the latter was still the lowest 

bridging point. The main export items from both ports viere in 

agricultural pr. oduce from the North Riding and lead from Teesdale, 

Swaledale and Arkengarthdale. 
3 One traveller noted at Yarm that: - 

'they have two vessels the butter bought and designed for Export is 

inspected and marked here, by an Agent called Tormentorg before its 

4 
sent to Stockton. ' 

The trade in butter in the North Riding was organized by resident 
1. In the early eighteenth century there was a scheme for sending lead 

from Buckden and Kettlewell to Leeds for shipment down the river 

Aire to Hull. ACN 4/35. 

2. Infra, P- 570. 
3. Wardell (1957), p. 116. 

4. Letters of 'J. A. ' 
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agents of London merchantst statutory provision being made for the 

inspection of butter in the third decade of the eighteenth century. 

In the first quarter of the eighteenth century, the population 

of Stockton doubled to a total of nearly 2vOOO in 1724.2 Although 

Defoe considered that. Stockton and Yarm were towns 'of no great note', 

he did not fail to record that they had: - 

, greatly encreased of late years, especially the first, by being the 

chiefest place in the North Riding of York, or in the county of 

Cumberland, for the shipping off lead, and butter for London., 3 

The transformation of Stockton was described graphically in 1725: - 

1. a few years agoe was all thatched houses, now of brick and 

sashed: making a spacious paved high Street very clean ... the 

upper end of it the common place of meeting on business as an Excha 

(nge), The Market house and Tollbooth is about the middle of it 

the Church at the lower end. Here are also a Quakers, a Presby- 

terian (and what is unusual) a non-juring meeting house., 4 

-The tonnage of coasting vessels-belonging to Stockton rose from 

a total of 1.040 tons in 1709 to 1,320 tons in 1723-5 Two years 

1. Letters of 1J. A. 1 The, anonymous writer of the letters described the 

making of butter: -Ithey are not at all neat in the malting of it, 

nor if they were would this country yield so good ... they Churn 

with an Engine that works in the Chimney like a pump ... butter 

is salted up in firkins of 42 pounds and sold at about 17s on 

Markett, days. to the factors at Gisbrough. 1 

2. Wardell (1962), p. 16. 

3. Defoe, II, p. 247. 

4. Letters of 1J. A. 1 

5. Willan (1938)tP. 221. 
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later it was noted that: - 

'they estimate about 60 Vessels belonging to Stockton, most Coasters 

with'Corn butter and Lead; 60 horses being imployed every day at the 

time I was here to and from Mr Scarbrough's Mines in Richmond. ' 

Goods imported to Stockton from Londong the outports of the east 

coast, the Low Countries and Scandinavian ports included groceries, 

iron, coal and timber. Distribution was almost wholly by land 

carriage. 2 

00000*0**000*00000 

The total tonnage of Scarborouchts coasting vessels alterod leant 

of all the coastal ports of the region. Between 1709 and the 1740's 

it remained at some 21,700. The staple of its trade was the ship- 
3 

ping of coal from Newcastle and Sunderland. The first half of the 

eighteenth century also witnessed the development of Scarborough as 

a spa town. In 1705, one visitor recorded: - 

... we went to see the Spaw Most of the Gentry of the North 

of England and Scotland resort hither in the Season of the year. . 14 

Twenty years later, 
-another 

visitor found that: - 

'fish and flesh are plenty but price and rent of houses has very 

much increased with the Spaw ... 15 

1. Letters of 1j. A. 1 

2. N*R. A. 0, ZLB. (unsorted). 

3. Willan (1938), P-14- 
4. - A JourneX to Edenborough in Scotland by Joseph Taylor, late of the- 

Inner Temple, op. cit., pp. 68-9. 

5. Letters of 1J. A. 1 
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Spa water soon became popular, and bottles were distributod by land 

carriage over a wide'area. 
1 

1-1 The hinterland of Scarborough included the Vale of Pickering and 

part of the Vale of York. In the opening years of the century it 

was noted at Scarborough that: - 

'The greatest trade of this place is the Fishery, of which they have 

,2 great plentys and supply the City of York, thol thirty miles off. .. 

The export of agricultural produce, which became more marked in the 

second decade of the eighteenth century was probably one factor 

stimulating the agrarian dhdnge in the hinterland which has already 
3 been noted. 

0090*0 0**00& *00000 

The Lincolnshire port of Boston served a hinterland alnost wholly 

engaged in farming. Tlýe tonnage of coasting vessels belonging to 

Boston fell from a total of 1,010 tons in 170? to 870 tons in 1723.4 

By the 1730's significant changes had occurred in Boston's patterns 
I 

of trade of the later seventeenth century. The bulk of trade was 

now essentially local, -to the neighbouring ports of Spaldings Holbeachq 

Wisbech and King's Lynn in malt, wines, earthenware, deals, lead, pan- 

tiles, charcoal, tobacco, wool and ironmongery wares. Coastal ship- 

ments to London were made up of oats, tallow, skins, ale, wool, and 

oil. Imports by the coasting trade consisted of coal from the north- 

east; linen, tobacco, wine, soapt sugar and groceries from London; 

1. For example in 1709, James Lister of Shibden Hall, near Halifax paid 

Abraham Law, a common carrier 4a 'for the carriage of Spaw water 
from Scarborough. Bankfield Museum. Accounts of James Lister SHA/3- 

2. A Journey to Edenborough in Scotland, op. cit., p. 69. 

3. Letters of IJ. A. I! ýýra, P-415. 
4. Willan (1938), pp-123-5- 445 



herrings from Great Yarmouth; rye, wheatt barley, wine, deals and 

Norwich stuffs from Kingts Lynn; and coleseeds from Holboach. In 

1735-6. Boston's foreign trade consisted of only three outward ship- 

ments, but there was a considerable import of deals, balks, and spars 

from Norway; bricks and paving tiles from Rotterdam; wines from 

Spain and Portugal. 1 

(X-*V)'. ' CONCLUSION 

Although it is apparent that the first two decades of the eight- 

eenth century witnessed the extension of river navigation in the 

region by. more than fifty miles, it cannot be claimed that there had 

been anything more than a modest development of the Humber-Ouse-Trent 

waterway system. Of the 103 miles of waterway for which statutory 

authority had been obtainedo a little over half had been rendered 

capable of navigation at certain times of the year, ", Of the 1,160 
2 

miles of English rivers which were open to navigation by 1724, almost 

400 miles were within the region. 

Only in the case of the Aire and Calder Navigation can cautious 

estimates be made of capital accumulation and the mean cost of 

improvement per mile, To extend navigation to Leeds and Wakefield, 

and to carry out certain improvements on the stretch of the river 

Aire already navigable had involved an outlay of over 9630 per mile. 

Despite the apprehensionso and at times hostility of a number of the 

undertakers of the west Yorkshire navigation, capital stock had been 

1. Willan (1938), pp. 123-5- 

2. C. Hadfield, British Canals, p. 26. 
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increased by 125 per cent-in twenty yearst an exceptionally high rate 

'of capital accumulation for the period, In contrast, less progress 

was made in developing the upper Trent, and little - if any - in 

improving the Yorkshire Derwent, It does not seem unreasonable to 

suggest that little more than 930,000 can have been expended on the 

three navigations, the Aire and Calder undertaking being responsible 

for over 80 per cent of the outlay. 

Although the development of the waterway systom vias not markea, in 

the opening decades of the eighteenth centuryt there might already be 

observed some effects on the relative importance of the various inland 

ports and on the axes of trade upon which they were largely dependent. 

It has already been noted that wharfingerss carpenters and boatmasters 

at the established inland ports were often in a strong position to 

take advantage of the benefits accruing from the improvement of river 

navigation. The Fosbrook family of Shardlow, who had been the 

principal wharfingers at Wilne Ferry in the late seventeenth century 

had secured a lease of the upper Trent undertaking, and, in partner- 

ship with the Haynes family of Burton, monopolised the water trade on 

that navigation for almost half a century. The Atkinson family of 

Thorne played a significant role in the early construction work on 

the Aire and Calder Navigation and subsequently figured among the 

lessees of that undertaking for more than thirty years. Lavijence 

Spencer one of the leading wharfingers at Selby in the late seven- 

teenth century had moved his business to Rawcliffe Boon after the 

opening of the Aire and Calder Navigation'. Of the new families 

which played an active role in the initial construction work on 
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the, waterways of the regiong and subsequently engaged in trade, the 

Mýtchell family cannot be overlooked. The extension of navigation on 

the Calder to Wakefield, and the setting up of locks below Knottingley 

had been carried out largely under the direction of James and Joshua 

'Mitchellv carpenters of Huddersfield who had purchased considerable 

property in Wakefield in the early years of the contury. From his 

role as surveyor -and contractor, James Mitchell found it an easy 

move to participation in the river trade, forming a partnership with 

two o,, f the early lessees of the Aire and Calder Navigation, investing 

in local collieries and becoming part owner of several vessels. His, 

son, Joshua Mitchell became joint undertaker with Mark Andrew -a 

member of a well established family of wharfingers, keelowners and 

traders of Knottingley - to effect improvements on the Yorkshire 

Derwent. 

Modifications in trading-patterns and transport routes must be 

numbered among the factors which altered the role and importance of 

the various inland ports. After the extension of navigation to Leeds 

and Vakefield, it seems that the trade of Selby was very quiet for 

some seventy-odd years, if not completely eclipsed. 
2 When the church- 

wardens and inhabitants of Selby sought financial help for the repair 

of St. Germain's in 1710, their petition to the Grand Jury and Quarter 

Sessions emphasised one reason for their financial straits: - 
1. Duckham, 'Yorks. Derwent', P-47. Mark Andrew is also described as an 

innkeeper of Castleford, but numerous references to him in the 

Wasney MSS. at Leeds and the Wakefield Registry of Deeds suggest 
that his activities as wharfinger and keelowner ivere equally 

important. 

2. Duckham (1967), p. 70.448 



the Trade of Selby being at present in a declining Condition. ' 

Nevertheless, it is clear that even with the departure of at least 

one wharfinger, the traders of Selby maintained their external trading 

links. For example, salt was imported from North Shields to the Ouse 

p6rt'in the eariyyears of I the eighteenth century. 

The law of comparative costs largely determined that trest York- 

shire coal should be marketed over a wider area of the waterway 

system, no doubt at the expense of sea coal from Newcastle and Sundcra- 

land. The coal trade of the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway system was 

able to develop behind what amounted to a virtual tariff barrier of 

the differential tax on sea-borne coal. Intra-regional dealings were 

less subject to the external factors of European war and fluctuating 

foreign demand to which so many commodity dealings of the region had 

to adjust. The inroads of privateers in the early years of the war 

oi the Spanish Successionj against which the shipping interests and 

dealers in lead and woollen cloth made repeated protost, also hit -the 

coasting trade in coal. It is now clear that the Netcastle and 

Sunderland coal trade did not bring much for investors in this period. 

The rapidity with which the undertakers and lessees of the Aire and 

Calder Navigation sought to invest in coal is a strong indication 

that there was a ready local market in that commodity. Not that tho 

development of the coal trade was entirely grovith by substitution. If 

1; W. R. A. 0. West Riding Sessions Rolls* Pontefract April 1710. 

2,, loc. cit. Pontefract April 1707- 

3. R. Grassby, op-cit-t P-731 - 
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the demographic trends of the early eighteenth century are corrects 

it seems not unlikely that the total demand for coal was increasing. 

By the 1720's other tradina communities in the region were eyeing 

with admiration the development of the west Yorkshire coal trade. When 

the_, Don scheme was revived, traders at Doncaster anticipated similar 

benefits from the expansion of dealings in coal: - 

land trade for it down the River as at Knottingley. 12 

Growth Indices for the river valley communities are not easily 

discerned in this period, Professor Chambers considered that the 

period 1690-1720 witnessed demographic and economic advance, seen in 

the promotion of improvement schemes in the Vale of Trentj and capital 

accumulation in certain large scale mining undertakings. 3 One con- 

- temporary wharfinger opined thbt the number of vessels employed on 

the Trent had doubled in the first two decades of the contury, but 

it is not possible to substantiate the views of interested partics 

anxious to overrate rather than understate the contribution of the 

viaterway. 
4 

In west Yorkshire, the increasing rent for which the 

Aire and Calder Navigation was leased - rising from f, 800 in 1704 to 

L1,600 a year in 1716 - provide some indication of expectations for 

that waterway. 

In many respects the vicissitudes of trade in the region seem to 

correspond to the national picture. The years 1704-8 presented 

considerable difficulties for landovmers and traders alike. 1,; fforts 

1. Chambers, P-3- 
2. Mellish MSS. 162/42. 

3. Chambers, P-3. 
4- Mellish IISS. 162/7b. 
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to promote new transport undertakings in the region ceacad for some 

years, and the fortunes of the Aire and Calder undertakers reached 

their nadir. 
1 

After 1709 a modest recovery began, most obvious in 

the rising prices of agricultural producet and manifested by the 

efforts to improve marketing, facilities, and to secure more effective 

legislation for the development of the upper Trent navigation. West 
t 

of the Pennines importantpqFý, -and. -river improvements were in progress 
ý, ý , ,- ý-, -ý, d 4,32 

after 1710, particUilarly in the Liverpool region. Th6 years which 

followed the signing of the 'peace of Utrecht were marked by 'complaints 

from some Hull merchants of the poor prospects for trade. After 

1716, prices for iron and lead were again rising, the latter 60ýiinu- 

ing to advance until the third decade of the century. By'that time 

efforts were again underway to improve and extend the waterways of 

the region, and to modify trading patterns in favour of certain growth 

points within the regional economy. 

-- 
4____ 

1. Between 1702-13 inclusive, 28 turnpike Acts were passed, almost all 
'of thenC. for-stretche-s' of 'road' in "southern England. - A, Cosson, op. cit. 

PP* 
2. Mathias (1969), p. 110. 
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,.,, )-, _l,. 
Transport-Undertakings and the Struggle'for Markets, 1_720-1740 

(i) INTRODUCTION 
Thi"16ngýyeara'o'f-peace which marked the ministries of Walpole were 

riot'i6c=panied everywhere by'continuous eco'nomic advance. Although 

tridý-ind induýstryýsoon recovered'from the worst affects of the South 

Sea Bubble which brought to an end the credit boom of 1717-20 - 

there was-a further setback'in'1726, ' and from 1728 the slowing down 

of economic growth-becameiore apparent. Almost all sectors - 

agriculture, fiom e and i6 re I ign trad e, population growth indicate weaker 

momentum from the 1720-1 io" th'eý "175018 'when the f orward movement was 

strongly resumedo, "Movements'in foreign trade probably reflect similar 

movements in manufacturing industryg namelys a check in growth in the 

second quarter of tli6'eighteenth century. Nevertheless, it would be 

a mistake to regard'the national picture as the sum total of regional 

trends which were everywhere uniform. The age of Walpole was one of 

paradox and regional'disparity in economic life. 

In the third and fourth decades of the eighteenth century'l industry 

did not stand still but progressed at different rates in different 

areas. For exampleg the Devon serge industry declinedq but Norwich 
1. Wilson, p. 270- 
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tI 
stuff-making grew, ýand. the. worsted manufactureg which had commenced 

in the West Riding around_the. turnýof the century, made marked progress* 

By'the second; quarter of the eighteenth century it was apparent that 

the worsted industry ofýthe West Riding had come to stay and that the 

supremacy of'East Anglia would soon be-challenged. Progress in the 

woollen industry was slower and more fitful than in worsteds, partly 

because home demand. was reduced by the adoption of worstede and mixed 

cotton fabrics, and partly because foreign markets were subject to 

the vicissitudes of war and enmities$ while textile industries grew 

in a number of European, 'countries. 
1 

Differences in. the timing and rates of growth of output were also 

features of the various mining,. fields in the lead industry, probably 

due to the fitful spread of more advanced mining and smelting tech- 

niques from one district to another. By the middle decades of the 

eighteenth century it seems that. Hull had regained its position as 

the principal, port for, the'export of 1; adq confirming the dominance 

of the Derbyshire mining field. In the 1750's the production of the 

Derbyshire mines was estimated at 9,000 - 100000 tons of lead per 

annum., whilst Hull's recorded trade 'stood at, 7,000 - 8,000 tons per 

annum. The recorded trade of Stockton in lead stood-at 4,485 tons in 

2 1756, that is'75 per cent, above the recorded figure for 1725. 

The-early eighteenth century saw a number of, changes in the iron 

and metal industrieb of Hallamshire. The sharp rise in the price of 

bar and rod. iron in the latter years of the Great Northern War seems 
1,. Heaton, P-276. 
2. Burt, p. 251.453 



to, have prompted, the,, 
Isettingupýof new, furnaces and forges in the 

Sheffield.. area after. ý1716.1 -,. The, production of blister steel had 

commenced in Hallamshire soon after 1700, and there were several 

'converting furnaces', -, in, --the: -, district by 1709.2 The early years of 

the-, eiehteenth-century also, witnessed the expansion of the nail tradJ 

The, ending of the Great Northern, 17ar-seemo to have produced consider- 

able rivalry among, producers in,, the various branches of the iron and 

cteelindustries, in the region. inýthe, -17201s. The fourth decade of 

the, eighteenth century was marked, by. ýserious difficulties for indigo- 

nous iron producers, faced. with falling prices and fierce competition 

from imported iron. 4ý__ 

Within the Humber7Ouse-Trent regiong the mixed farming and indus- 

trial economy of the West, Riding progressed more rapidly than the 

predominantly agrarian economy of Lincolnshire and the Vale of York. 

A recent study of the parish of Ecclesfield has shown that an economy 

doubly based upon agriculture and the working of iron faced fewer 

problems of poverty and provided more opportunities for employment 

than communities dependent solely on farming. In Ecclesfield the 

'take off' period for population growth seems to have occurred in the 

1720's, the main stimulus for the spurt in baptisms coming from within 

the existing community, while the chances of employment were attract- 

ing immigrants and boosting the native population. Similar dual 

1. Ashton (1959), P-71. 
2. J. C. Carr and W. Taplinq History of the British Steel Indus 

(Oxford, 1962), P-4. 
3, D. G. Hey, 'A Dual Economy in South Yorkshire', Ag. Hist. Rev. 2XVII 

(1969), p. 118. 

4. Infra, P. 542. 
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economies prevailed in many of the lead-mining villages of Derbyshire 

and in the hamlets and villages of the cloth producing districts of 

the West Riding. 

By the mid eighteenth century the concentration of industry and 

population in the West Riding was becoming more apparentp although 

evidence of movement to the Aire, Calder and Don valleys from neigh- 

bouring counties may be more easily conjectured than substantiated. 

It seems not improbable that greater employment opportunities enabled 

earlier marriages to take place and, stimulated natural increase. 

Estimates for county populations indicate a substantial demographic 

advance for the West Riding, in contrast to the stagnation, or decline 

of neighbouring counties with the exception of Laneashiro. 

Table 3. Estimated population by counties, 1701 and 1751.2 
1701 1751 

Derbyshire 113,998 100v734 
Lancashire 238v735 3179740 
Lincolnshire 1799095 153,270 
Nottinghamshire 85P145 859009 
Yorkshireq E. Riding 72,042 73,626 
Yorkshire, N. Riding 1189652 107t524 

, 
Yorkshire, W. Riding 2389848 303,098 

A similar disparity in the rate of growth of a number of the towns of 

the region. For example, it has been estimated that the population 

of Leeds - the principal cloth finishing and marketing centre - 
3 doubled between 1666 and 1731. In 1723 it was noted that Wakefield 

had: - 

1. .. of late years so much increased in trade, and consequently in 

1. Hey, op. cit., p. 108* 

2. Deane and Cole, P-103. 
3. Heaton, p. 280.4ý55 



People, that'they are going to buildýa new Church there in all'the 

modern magnificence. ' 1 

In contrastj'the-ýpopulation'of York seems to, have remained almost 

stationary atýabout'12POOO-for the first sixty years of the eighteenth 

century. 2 

ý Changes in'the size and distribution of population and in the 

nature and output of the industries of the region were undoubtedly 

significant factorsýin'the'development of the coal industry, During 

the eighteenth centuryv*the Midland coalfield - including Yorkshire, 

Lancashire, Cheshireýp-Derbyshire, -, ýShropshireq Staffordshire, Notting- 

hamshire, Warwickshireq: Leicestershire and Worcestershire - emerged 

as by far the largest producer of all British coalfields* Between 

1700 and 1760, production may-; have risen from one million tons per 

annum. to'two and a half million tons, 3 Aided partly by the differ- 

ential tax on sea-borne coalp there was a marked growth in mining in 

the West Riding - particularly at collieries adjacent to the rivers 

Aire, Calder, Don and Dearneo At the same time landowners with coal 

on their estates were anxious to extend their markets within the 

region. Such activity was often accompanied by intense rivalry 

among coal traders and the lessees of inland navigations to effect and 

control transport undertakings* 

After the failure to obtain statutory authority for the improve- 

ment of the Derbyshire Derwentp the Don, the Ous'e and the Fossdykep 

1. In-November 17239 the Leeds Mercury included this reference which 
had appeared in the London Journal. 

2. V. C. H. York, p. 212. 

3. Wilsong P-301- 456 



and the limited development of the Aire and Caldert the Trent and the 

Yorkshire Derwent in the early eighteenth century, the years 1717-39 

witnessed more rapid progress. Not merely were Acts passed for the 

implementation of long-mooted schemesp legislation was also success- 

fully promoted for the amelioration of the river Idle and Beverley 

Beck, The pressure for improved transport and wider markets was 

much stronger from commercial communities and inland ports along the 

Aire) Calder and Don valleys than along the Ouse. Wharfingers, 

traders and navigation lessees at the inland ports - particularly 

Knottingley and Rawcliffe on the, Airev and Thorne on the Don - endeav- 

oured to broaden their markets and gain greater control of their axes 

of commerce. In the same years, several waggonways for the carriage 

of coal were built, usually as feeders to the waterway system, and 

statutory authority was obtained to Zepair some roads by setting up 

turnpike trusts. 

As in the closing years of the seventeenth centuryp the impetus 

for transport schemes in the, third and fourth decades of the eighteenth 

century came partly from trading communities dependent upon expensive 

land carriage to the nearest or most convenient river port ; partly 

from landowners eager to extend the market for coal mined on their 

estates; and partly from interests at the inland ports dissatisfied 

with the existing facilities for navigation or anxious to secure 

greater control over their commercial axes. Many of the dranatis 

personae were active in more than one scheme, emphasising the need 

to study developments throughout the region drained by the Humber, 

Ouseq Trent and their tributaries. Another similarity with the 
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earlierýphasps, of, -, improvement. was the-determined and organized 

oppositio; l from, riparian,, -proprietors and the host of interests who 

were dependent: upon, alternative,, routes, ýwhich usually accompanied any 

effort, to extend, navigation., :?,, ýý ý_, 

-The objects-. of:, this-chapter are-threefold: first, to trace the 

main-developments, affpcting the. commercial, and industrial comnunities 

of. the-river valleys; pecondt, to consider the role of-interests at 

the-inland ports; -and--third., ý-to, consider evidence which points to 
I 

marked-disparity in intra-regional growth* 

(ii)THE DERBYSHIRE DERVENT AND THE UPPER TRENT VALLEYS 

Between. 1703, when the, Derbyshire Derwent Bill was defeated in 

the House. of Lordsq-, and 1717 when the, scheme was revivedg several new 

developments occurred, at Derby and in the upper Treat basin. The 

manufacture of hosiery and silk, had begun to establish itself in 

Derby and the surrounding districtsp and lead from Wirksworth once 

again began to find a market in the town, A contemporary topographer 

and former factor in Derbyshire lead described the town in 1713: - 

1... it is at present a very Large Populous, Rich and well frequented 

Borrough Town; few Inland Towns in the Kingdom Equaling itp haveing 

above 900 free Burgesses in it ... though not very regularly built, 

yet has it many very good Houses especially on all parts of the out- 

side of the Town mostly of brick of which there is as good made in 

this Town and as Cheap. as in almost any part of England. In it is 

many persons of good quality and a great Number of Coaches kept in it. 
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It has a very hansom Market place, -a Square with good Buildings abt it. 

And-a very great Market of all Sorts of provisions on Friday and a 

lesser on Wensday every week. ý_There is kept in it six faires in every 

Yeare ... the Principal-Trade of the, Town is that of Maulting with 

which-they supply a great part of Cheshire, Staffordshire and Lanca- 

shire, by which many Good Estates have been raised, as also the Bakers 

Trade which from_, this. Town supplys most of the Peake Country, with 

Bread made of hard_Corn,, they__haveing not much but Oats amongst them- 

selves. This Town, is. also very famous, for very good Ale, which the 

Brewers send to London and other parts to good Advantage ... There 

is also a Considerable Manufacture, of Stockiners work carryed on here 

and-in the Adjacent, parts. ',, 

-Navigation onthe'Trent above Nottingham was monopolised by several 

wharfingers and boatownersp whose restrictive practices had arousod 

bitter complaints in the early years ofýthe century. In the pre canal 

age, river lessees were, freely permitted to engage in trade, thereby 

providing a constant source of complaint-from neighbouring merchants 

who regarded such activity as prejudicial to their own interebts. It 

was maintained that Leonard Fosbrook and George Haynes: - 

'being themselves Traders in the several comodities of those Countries 

frequently stop other peoples goods, to take advantage of a good Market 
1. D. P. L. Woolley's History of Derby (MS). In 1705 it was noted that 

Derby 'is adorned with severall lofty new buildings, and there was 
then begun a very handsom Cross. ' A Journey-to 7, ldenborour-, h in Scot- 
land oD. cit., p. 18. In 1707 Lady Pye wrote to Abigail Harley from 

Derby: - I... this town daily increases. When wo came first but 

one coach besides ours, now thirteen kept, and more talked of. ' 

Hist. MSS. Comm., Portland IV, 429. 
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and enhance the price of their ovin, or neglect to carry their goods 

inITime; and when they carry them, they exact what price they pleace., 

During, the second decade of the eiGhteenth century an attempt was made 

to break the monopoly-of the two Shardlow wharfingors, it being, noted 

In, 1717 that: - 

'Of late there has some persons set up a Sett of boats more than 

Usually was imployed'on the'Trent and have reduced the rates 2s per 

tun, goi ng down which small reduction together with the expedition of 

the, Goods, going downe-has occasioned neare double the, quantity of 

Cheese to goe down the river. ' 2 

Between. Wilne Ferry and Derbyp three or four carriers were 

regularly employed,, using, about twenty horses, and supplementing their 

income by farming. 3 A Derbyshire assessment of 1717 fixed carriers# 

rates for the county, which, were equivalent to about 11.5d aýton-mile 

in su=er and 14.3. ft a ýon-mile in winter*4 1. ý, I -- 
It seems probable that boats were actually used on, certain istretcbea 

of the river Derwent before the passing of the improvement AcIt. Thus 

William Woolley-was confident that: - 
-ý 11 110 

? the River. Derwent is capable of being. made Navigable to the Trent; as 

it has formerly been navigated by private Persons (vrlth-theýconsent 

of the Land and Ifiln, owners) which would be much for, the-benefit of 

the Trade of this Towno 
1. D. P. L. Catton Hall Collection, (not number7) 
2. B. I. T. Stowe IISS. 818, fol. 83. 

3. Catton Hall Collection. 
4. Willan, -'LanýdCarriagel, p. 200. 

5. D. P. L. Woolley's history of Derby (11S). 
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Opponents. ýof,,, the Derv; ent, -. navigation,,, arguedý, that, the traders of, Derby 

made,: little. zor 

! They always had, -.. --, Trent's, a,,. Free-ýNavigable,,. River, but, Five MileB from 

Derbyjý, ýand now-, madecso atýThr, ee, -Miles distant; and theyýunderstand 

thet, N6tions,,,, of,. Tradeýtso well, that-they, seldomýkept one. Boat, on it, 

and-fnow none., 11, -, 

ab!; Outsidentheqregion; cdevelopmentsiwere; tKingtplace, Hich-probably 

prompteNthe0ownocorporation of; Derby-to, revivecthe Derwontscheme. 

In! 1717,! ThomasiGeQAhe mayor-wroteAwthe Duke-of-Devonshire-to, 

appriseshl; of, the advantagesnof thernavigationg and'of-his-apprehen- 

sions should--. 4the rcheme; ýnot, -, succeod: - 

. 'we--are inform! d thatýManchesteriintends-4this Sessions-to, -getýan Act 

o -, Parliamentt. to,. make, ýa-ýWaggon andtCart-way from thence, to Derby, 

which-is practicable , land'. -will,, 
be, W: great advantage -to-uG if'-, we are So 

happy, -. I, toýrýucceed'#in,,. thisýýý(the, -, Derwent, navigation) which, is, what the 
i 

Town have- generally-atzheart". vie have, lost - many,, good, f amilys of 

late-who-ýhave left-the Town,,, and: l,. tis, -too, plaineýand obvious, to-them, 

thatýareý, left,, behind, ý, thatýýthe Town is in a Sinking Conditiong and 

nothing caný, supportius but-the Navigation. s2 

As-in the-, -previous, -attempts,, to'secure statutory powers for the 

improvement of the-Der"wý'e"nt"''b"e''twe'e'n Derby and the Trentq the prospec- 

tive undertakers were,,, mostly, leading,,, figures in the, 
ltown. 

Two of them 

1ý WilliamISalt Library. Dartmouth, ILSSo. Dol? 78oI. ii-541o Robert Wilmot 

of, 
10smaston 

to the 
, 
Earl of Dartmouthl January 1720* 

2. Mellish'MSS. 144/83. 
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Abraham Crompton and Francis'Cockain had, been named undertakers in 

the Bill which was defeated in the House of Lords in 1703. Crompton 

was a member. of a family who had acted as money-lenders in the early 

eighteenth century and subsequently became the leading bankers in the 

town. 1 Francis Cockain was a mercer who served the borough as mayor 

on'four occasions. 
2 Of, th'e new promoters, Thomas Gisborn was prob- 

ably the most influential. A member of an old Derbyshire familys 

Gisborn became election agent for the Cavendish family in Derby in 

1714. In the following year, - no doubt with the support of the'Duke 

of Devonshire - he became county receiver of the land taxp a position 

which the family retained'until 1760.3 William Woolley the topo- 

grapher was also an active promotert although it is not entirely clear 

whether he was still concerned in the lead trade. Other promoters 

included Benjamin Blundellq Thomas Rivettq John Chambers, Robert 

Wagstaffe, Samuel Fox and Samuel Shepperdson, who were leading members 

of the Corporation of Derby. 
4ý Tl%e promoters were aided by Thomasp 

Baron Parker, formerly Recorder of the borough and one of its M. P. 1sq 

and the Duke of Devonshire. 

The revival of the Derwent scheme evoked once more the arguments 

and assumptions which had previously prevailed against the Derby 

1* In January 17059 John Harpur informed Thomas Coke: - 'I am yet at 
Derby ... Mr. Cromptonts interest prevails amongst the poorest 
burgesses who lends them small sums of money to be paid him again 
by the week. Hist. MSS. Comm., Cowper 111,55* 

2. Derbyshire Notes and Queriest 111,661. 

3. Ward, p. 170. 

4. Wood, p. 180 462 



traders., The promoters must have been well aware that any move on 

their part to obtain the requisite powers would be met by determined 

opposition from the riparian interest and interests dependent on other 

axes, of trade, Woolley noted that: - 

though attempts have been severall times made, to obtain an 

Act, of Parliament for its Navigation, it-has always been abortive 

hitherto by the opposition it has met with from the Towns of Nottingham, 

Bawtryt and Chesterfield; and also by those Gentlemen whose Estates 

lyes. upon that River. Yet the People of Derby are not altogether 

without hopes that one time or other they shall obtain it: As well as 

it has been done for the Navigateing. the Trent up to Burton, which in 

appearance is less practicable and ýeneficial. ' 

The promoters endeavoured to allay the apprehensions of the 

riparian proprietors concerning floodingg and of those landowners and 

farmers who feared that a new channel of transport might lead to 

increasing competition in their secluded local markets. PrintedReasons 

were circulated among the landowners apprising them of the intended 

application to Parliamentv and pointing out the advantaGes which it 

was anticipated would accrue to the landed and trading interest. it 

was hoped that if this was completed before a Bill was promoted, there 

would be little opposition. To counter the argument that water 

communication to Derby would lead to a fall in the price of Crain sold 

in the town's markett which in turn would have, serious repercuscions 

on the rents which tenant farmers could pay, the promoters urged the 

1. D. P. L. Woolley's History of Derby (MS). 
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the landowners to consider two factors. Firstly, it was argued that 

even without the navigation, grain could be brought by land carriage 

from Vlilne Ferry to Derby at 12d per quarter in Winter, and at other 

times for as little as 9d per quarter. Although it was concPded that 

outside supplies tended to keep grain prices stable, the promoters 

assured the landowners that grain would only be imported in large 

quantities if the price was very high. Secondly, it vine reasoned 

that the charges for lock dues and labour would mean littl e difforenco 

in the cost of carriage for grain if the Derwent wnr nlde novigable. 

The promoters opined that: - 

all things considered there can 
ýe 

noe groat alteracon or 
'fall 

of the Markett by corne coming up Darwent to Derby. ' 

The landowners were urged to consider the advantages which would 

accrue to trade in three commoditiest which in turn would havo favour- 

able repercussions on the value of land in the neighbourhood of Derby. 

It was argued that the Derwent navigation would cut the cost of 

carriage of Derby malt to the Trent, and enable the maltsters of the 

town to compete more effectively with those of Nottingham, Mansfield 

and Loughborough. In particular, it was hoped that a regular trade 

in malt might be established with London which: - 

'runs much upon Derby malt some small quantities havingbeen sent 

thither ... all the difficulty is to get it to them. 1- 

It was asserted that because of the high cost of land carriage to 

Wilne Ferry - which amounted to 6s or 7s per ton instead of using 

B. M. Stowe MSS. 818, fols. 83 5, 
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Derby', malt-'in-London: -ý- 

! they--are-"content-with such malt as is made at Nottingham and call"it 

Derby- maltýO, 

From the', assumption that-the exte. nsion of'navigation would enable the 

malt-traders, of, Derby to widen their marketsl the'landowners'werer 

urged-, to'considei that, the improvement of, the river Derwent'was-more. 

likely to, enhance, -than to lessen the price of grain. 

A-second group of traders-who were likely to'benefit from the 

Derwent navigationfwere the cheesemongers, with favourablo-rep6rous-- 

sions for'landowner8z: and-their tenants in the viestern'parts"of, Derby- 

shire towards'Ashbourne and Uttoxeter. It was stated, that'choese" 

which was brought to Derby was carried with difficulty by land carriage 

to Wilne Ferry, -, thence by'water to London at a"cost of 20s-per ton., 

However, it-was-anticiPated that if navigation was extendodthe'-- 

factors employed by the, London cheesemongers would purchase an incr- 

eased-ýquantity', andithereby prices'would rise. 

"Finally it was ý'argued by -the pronot ers ý tha t- "the "Derwent 'schem6 

would favourýýthe,, leadmasters-and'merchants of-the countyp and enable 

them to compete more, -effectively with Yorkshire lead'whichý"tended'to 

undersell them. 2, There'is some-discre-Paney'in"the*statements, of 

contemporaries about-theýcost'Of land-carriage"forlead between'D6rby 

1. B. M, Stowe MSS. 818, fols. 63-5, -,. It was noted that: - 'where Derby 

malt comes it is moreýacceptable'and'doth'sell dearer'by 12d'per 

load more than malt from those places (Nottingham,, Mansfield, 

Loughborough). '-The Maister Account Book includes dealings with 

several Derby maltsters. 

2. loc. cit. 
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and Wilne Ferry. In his description of the lead tradet Woolley 

alleged that the rate commonly charged to the inland port was 4a per 

fodder; the printed Reasons argue in terms of 6s or 7.2 per ton. 1 

-I- 
The printed Reasons were less likely to win over the riparian and 

landed interest, than the decision taken by the, promoters that the 

earlier scheme of the engineer, George Sorocoldg' should be drastically 

modified by the improvement of the natural bed of-the river, rather 

than the use of cuts, except a short one at Wilne mills. 
2 

The promoters endeavoured to, win overias much, support as-possible 

for the scheme before promoting a new Bill in Parliament. When Thomas 

Gery, the mayor of Derby wrote to the Duke of Devonshire it was-with 

an assurance that: - 

'if-we are so happy to have yor Lordsps opinion that now is a proper 

tyme to bring in a Bill for that purpose, we shall take yor Lordsps 

di'recons for the preparacons. #3 

The Bishop of-Lichfield and Coventry agreed to support the scheme, 

provided that saving clauses were included in the Bill to protect the 

riparian interest, He assured the mayor that: -- 

'nothing can-be thought on to promote-the interest of a Trading Countryt 

like making the Rivers Navigable but God forbid such a thingýshould 

be-attempted without taking care'to make all reasonable satisfaction 

to such as may receive damage by it. 14 
1. At the lead mills the fodder consisted of 23 cwt 3qrs 1611b. In 

London 191 cwt made up a fodder. V. C. H. Derbyshireq 11,346. 

2. Williamson, p. 50. 
3. Mellish MSS. 144/83. 

4. Catton 
-I 
Hall Collection. CattOn Letters 1637-1732 (unclassified). 
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Similarly, Lord Ferrers was willing: - 

'to do service to Derby Corporation and justice to those who find 

themselves oppressed-' 

Lord Newport and Sir Robert Corbett were among the other supporters 

of the new Bill, but the principal assistance on this occasion came 

from Thomas, Baron Parker of Macclesfield) Chief Justice of the King's 

Bench who had been Recorder of Derby, 1698-1710, and an M. P. for the 

borough, 1705-10. 

The Reasons circulated by the promoters did not satisfy all the 

landowners. Robert Wilmottswho. owned property in Derby and adjoining 

the Derwent at Chaddesdeng wrote to a number of M. P. 's for their 

assistance in defeating a new Bill. He also approached a number of 

peers for support. 
2 The bishop. of Lichfield and Coventry-assured 

Wilmot that Parliament: - 

'will always be tender of private property as well as of the publick 

good and therefore such Amendments to theýBill as you and other. ý 

Gentlemen concerned may have to offer will not only be welcome to both 

Houses but will have full weight with them and with me ... 
3 

The promotersýhad taken few steps to remove the apprehensions of 

trading interests dependent, on alternative routes to. the Trent. The 

Corporation of Nottingham voted L100 to, oppose the perwent-scheme. 4 

1. Catton Letters 1637-1732 (unclassified) 

2. loc. cit.. 17j-lmot received promises of support from a-number of 
M. P. 's including Sir George Clarke, --- Curzon, J. Viinstanley, IV. 
Bromley, and 17. Colmore. Lord Ferrers and Lord Chesterfield were 
anxious that saving clauses should be included to protect the 

landed interest. 

3. oc. cit, 
4. 

'Nottingham 
Record-so'VI, 63ý, 467 



In the autumn of 1716, Thomas Gery wrote to the Duke of Dý, von- 

shire, reminding him that: - 

when this Corporation had laýt the honour at Chatsworth to pay 

their duty to his Grace ... t1was then the opinion, of his Lordsp 

that we should make a push this approaching Sessions for our Naviga- 

tion Bill. ' 

The petition. from the corporation of Derby seeking leave to bring in 

a Bill, was read in the House of Commons on 28 February 1717 2 The 

Bill's progress was delayed by considerable opposition, and on 9 March 

Arthur Kaye", one of the M. P. I s" for'ý'Yorkshir6jý_inf6rmed, hib'blýother-in- 

law Robert Wilmot that: -"- 

Itis my opinion, that- it will allwaies neet"iiitý"'ýL'very, "60neiderable 

opposition from Parts e4ually interested iri'tli&-'givi'ýati6h-"of", ýTýbnt, 

both above, ana'-much more beloýv you. . `. rh. ýd-1-6een'afiY I ýOccision, of 

apprehension to you from any probability'of tfie"Da"rw6nt"Bi 1' a ing 

'ý'Stafih6pe . 6bout it, I wd have, writt-l. ýst'p6stj biit I'had talk1d t6, Col* 

and found'it was likely'to go heavily on and as'I"have spoke'to"him 

again to da I' may' allmost'assure you'that, ii_"w`ill_'-'not -b-e 4pur6ued y 

this Session. 13, 

In the following Parliamentary sb ssi on; ' ptblimifiary' preip arat ions 

were made, 'but, 'once'again, the promotion of a new Bill was delayed. 

This was partly because the two M. P. 's for the borough were unable to 

1. Mellish MSS. 144/83. It was acknowledged that the Duke's 'happy 

concurrence and assistance-herein will perpetuatp,, yor, goodnpsse to 

us and our Posterity,. and, hope it will always,, meet with. grateful 

acknowledgmts from-us. ' 
2- H. of C. Journals, XVIII,. 483- 
3o', Catton, Hall Letters. 1637-1732 (unclassified)* 
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attend Parliament regularly. 
1 In December 1718s Sir Willoughby 

Hickman, lord of the manor of Gainsborough informed Robert Wilmot 

that: - 

I... Col. Stanhope now acquaints me that he has writ to Derby 

Corporation that he believes there will scarce be time to get the 

Bill thro both Houses this Sessions and expects their resolution 

upon it and I am told by others he has disuaded them from attempting 

of it this Sessions .. '12 

000*00 060*00 *0*000 

The investment boom of 1717-20, witnessed the formation of a 

number of companies to develop rivers in different parts of the 

country, most of them in the growing coal and textile areas of the 

north. During these yearsq Bills were successfully promoted to, 

improve the Kennetq Douglasg Weaverp Derbyshire Derwentj Idleg and 

the Mersey and Irwell. Although London merchants contributed to the 

financing of some of these schemes, most of the funds came from 

local traders, landowners and manufacturers who stood to gain by 

improved facilities, 
3 In particular# the 1719-20 Parliamentary 

session was marked by a spate of inland navigation Billsj many of 

them carried through on the wave of speculation which was then 

sweeping the country. 
1. Catton Hall Letters. The Corporation had recognised the difficulty: - 

'Thomas Stanhope is abroad and our Representative Wm. Stanhope is 

the like. ' 

2. loc. cit. On 20 December 1718, G--- Clark wrote to Wilmot: -#As far 

as I can learn by Mr Stanhope the bill for the navigation of the 

river Derwent will not be brought into the house this sessions, he 

does what he can to discourage them. ' 
3. Ashton (1955)tP*72,469 



The promoters who had failed to secure the requisite authority for 

the Derbyshire Derwent in 1718, were largely responsible for the pro- 

motion of a new Bill. The Stanhope fanilyj who had opposed the Bill 

in the first years of the eighteenth century, had finally been vion 

over: - 
'now they are consenting and desire the Bill may pass being sonsible 

of its advantages. f 1 

As proprietors of a long stretch on both banks of, the Dorrent, their 

support proved invaluable. 

Assured of the support of the Stanhope and Cavendish families, the 

promoters do not appear to have consulted other riparian proprietors 

likely to be affected by the navigation before presenting the petition 

for the Bill. Landowners who had not been apprised of the revival : of 

the scheme were incensed against the promoters, whom they derisively 

termed 'the stockjobbers of Derby. t Lord Chesterfield complained to 

another landowner, Robert Wilmot of Osmaston: - 

I do think the River Derwent Bill (as I told little Gibson the 

Stockjobber) that it is a very great abuse and affront upon all the 

Gent who have estates near the River not to have been made 

acquainted with the contents of the Bill before it was brought into 

the House, and that I did believe they (the House of Commons) would 

resent it. ' 2 

Lord Chesterfield was apprehensive that the Bill would pass rapidly 
1. Catton Hall Letters. 

2. loc. cit. 29 December 1719, Lord Chesterfield at Bretby to Robert 
Wilmot at Osmaston. 
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through the Commons, partly due to the secrecy with 

motors had conducted the affairo but mainly through 

Thomas, Baron Parker who had recently been created 

A petition from Derby requesting leave to bring 

Derwent navigation was read in the House of Commons 

which the pro- 

the influence of 

Lord Chancellor. 1 

in a Bill for the 

on 19 December 

1719 and referred to a committee for consideration. 
2 Throe days later 

their report was presented, it being maintained that: - 

'the making the River Derwent ... navigable, will very much conduce 

to the Advantage of the Markets, and other trading Places, near the 

same; and all the Traders in Lead, Cheeses Butter, Malt, Marble, Mill- 

stones, Iron, Timber, and other Morchandizes, by lessening the great 

Charge of Land-carriage, and conveying the said Commodities at much 

cheaper Rates 

In spite of an attempt by opposing interests to have the report re- 

committed, the House agreed that the requisite Bill might be brought 
3 in. The riparian proprietors and commercial communities dependent 

on other axes of trade drew up and had presented numerous petitions 

against the Bill, 'but failed to abort its progress. 
4 

Even before the 

Bill waý sent to the House of Lords on 3 February 1720, its opponents 
1. D. N. B. Parker retained the position of Lord Chancellor until 1724. 
2. H. of C. Journals, XIXO 206., The, committee consisted of 29 named 

M. P. 's and the members for the counties of Derby, Nottingham, York 

and Stafford. 

3. Ibid; p. 209. The witnesses examined by the committee included 

William Parker, James Motteramo Francis Cockain and Ricbard Goodwin. 

4. Ibid, O PP. 222-3; 226; 228-9; 233-4; 238; 244. 
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recognised. that, it would be a very difficult matter to defeattthe, 

Derby promoters. Lord Chesterfield cautioned Wilmot that he had 

rpceivedi4-letter from an eminent peer assuring him that: - 

QfTarl SQn4ope have power enough (and in truth he is a. verylpowerful 

Man, at, this time) the Bill will pass the House of Lords with more 

alacrity than. it has yet done the House of Commons-which, makes. me 

hope it-will never, come there. ' 1 

. 
Althqugh-it, was apparent that the prevailing-mood, of Parliament 

favoured.. the-pasr, ing of improvement Billsp Lord Chesterfield consid- 

ered-it, might not be inappropriate to concentrate opposition in the 

House of Lords, -the 
last line of defence. He, urged the riparian 

proprietors. to,, draw up. a petition against the Bill, outlining in what 

respects, the. Derwent scheme would, prove prejudicial,, to. their, 
lestates: - 

and, all., this only to enrich a fewIlittle Stockjobbers. 1 

Chesterfield was eager to-organize opposition, to,, the Bill, xithout 

the promoters' foreknowledgeg alleging that: - 

$as the Stockjobbers, at Derby have-carried,, On, their design.. against 

the Gent.. in avery clandestine manner; and, -kept, them in. the-dark 

till theýBill was actually-read in the House, so to return the Compli- 

mentslin,. their ow-n way, the Gent. need not-,, let, them, know,, anything of 

their Petition till tis actually presented to the House of Lords., 3 

1. Catton, Hall, Letters. James,, first earl Stanhope (1973-1721): 

Eldest-zon-of Alexandor'Stanhope', the younCest son of Phillp 

Stanhope, first-earl. of Chesterfield. M. P. Neurportl-(Isle-of 

Wight) in-1701;, -, Cocirormouth 1702-13., Appointed Secretary, of State, 

1714; chief-'minister in 1720. 

2. loc. cit., 
10c. cit. 472 



The riparian proprietors solicited support, from peers of their 

acquaintance. Robert Wilmot complained to Lords Aylesford and 

Dartmouth: - 1ý 

'some of the Corporation of Derby are Hurrying on a Bill this Sessionsq 

to make the River Derwent there Navigableg and thereby to gain their 

own Ends without opposition. Several Gentlemen, and myself, have 

Good Estates adjoyning to the River, and they neither think fit to 

Consult us about ito nor, show us this Billp and all their former Bills 

were Drawn extreamely Prejudicial to us, and rather Calculated for 

the Imaginary Advantage of a very few Persons in the Corporationt 

than for the General Good of the Town or County. " 

_ 
In the. House of Lords many petitions were presented against the 

Derwent Bill. opposition came from those interests which had always 

sought to defeat efforts to secure statutory authority for the under- 

takingp namely, riparian proprietors, and traders, carriers, whar- 

fingers and shippers dependent on alternative routes. 
2 It was 

assumed that any extension of navigation would lead to increasing 

tradealong the Derby-Gainsborough-London axis at the expense of the 

Bawtry-Stockwith-Hull route. 

The petition of Chesterfield lead merchants urged that the pro- 

posed navigation: - 

'will be a great prejudice to us and our neighbours by diverting 
1. Dartmouth MSS. D-1778-I-ii-541. 
2. H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L. 9 25 Feb-1720- Petitions of Sir Thomas 

Gresley, Sir John Harpur, Sir John Every, Sir Edward Coke and 

other landowners and of Philipq earl of Chesterfield concerning 

his estate, corn and fulling mills and salmon fishery on the river. 
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great part of the lead that now comes through this and the neighbouring 

towns from. several smelting mills in Derbyshire to the town of Bawtry 

because several of those mills lye nearer Derby than Bawtry and 

consequently the lead market which is constantly held in this town 

weekly will be weakened and in a. great measure destroyed. ' 

The,, Chesterfield merchants also emphasised the contrast in the nature 

olf" the water ways: -, 

Ithe riv_er, I-dle,. a certain. and ppeedyl passage in the dryest 

seasons the tide flowing water there ... whereas the Darwent and 

that, part. of the'Tren 
It 'int I 

o, which it, falls because of th_e.,, shallowness 

thereof unnavigable in such dry seasons ... 

Merca 
f 
nt 

- 
ilis, t,,. assumptions of, a limited market led to, the conplusi, on, 

that the extension of navigation to Derby: - 

'will lead only to the dividing of trade whereby it cannot be 

expected it should be so well. served, in any, case. 1 

Petitions'against the Bill-were pre. sented from interests along 

the whole line of the axis from Chesterfield-Bawtry-Stockwith-Hull. 

The inhabitants of Scrooby, Everton, Scaftworth, Mattersey, Ranskall, 
Z., 

Todworth_, Sutt-on and_Lownd in, Nottinghamshire stressed the reper- 

cussiofis' --which' were likely to follow from-, thd -passa'ge_-bLnd impl6menta- 

tion of- ther Bill 'since: - 

'abundant live and are in a 
_great 

measure maintained by Land 

Carriage of Lead and other goods, andýmerchandise to Bawtry and 
bringing from there'Groceryst foreign'ir= and several -other sorts of 
1. H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L., 25 Feb. 1720. 
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Goods and merchandise I 

A similar petition was presented from Tickhill, Stainton, Firbeck and 

Lettwell in Yorkshire* 1 

The maltsters, of Mansfield - apprehensive of competition, from 

Derby in their markets in Cheshire and Lancashire - argued that the 

promoters'. scheme would divert the lead trade to the south which they 

exchanged for malt: - 

fall the lead will be carried to Derby and from thence by, water to 

Gainsborough, Hull and our market will become very small. and 

inconsiderable the trade of our town wholly ruined ... many, of the 

Petitioners greatly impoverished and many hundred families that live 

upon land carriage deprived. of their subsistence. 12, 

A petition, against the Bill from the JoP-Is and Grand Jury for 

the county of Nottingham reveals something of 

sitting in that capacity* This set out that 

held at Newark on 13 January 1720, the J. P. Is 

'met together to enquire, of the grievances of 

justly apprehending the evil tendency of such 

the scope of magistrates 

at the quarter Sessions 

were: - 

our county and 

a Bill ... think it 

our Duty ... to represent some of the pernicious and destructive 

consequences thereof if passedI13 
1. H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L. j 25 Feb. 1720. 

2. loc. cit. The Mansfield maltsters affirmed that their market was: - 
'considerable for barley and other grain and many of the petitioners 

supported by making malt the duty of which alone the last year 

amounted to Z4,328 118 411 which is carried from us on horse- 

back in large quantities into Cheshire, Lancashire and other 

counties by horses that bring lead hither. ' 
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It was affirmed that the implementation of the Derwent scheme would 

impoverish many land carriersq who were employed in bringing lead, 

salt and other commodities from Derbyshireq Cheshire and Lancashire 

to Nottingham, Mansfieldt East Retfords Blythp Southwell, Tuxford, 

Worksop and Bawtry, and sending back malt and corn. It was assumed 

that the extension of navigation would divert trade to Derby at the 

expense of interests dependent upon alternative trade axes, so that 

it would no longer prove worthwhile to send agricultural produce to 

the counties'west of the Pennines, thereby discouraging farming and 

leading to a fall in rents. It was concluded that the'Bill had been 

promoted merely: - 

'to enrich*or aggrandise a few private persons in the borough of Derby 

who bring in this Bill and who would endeavour to monopolise trade to 

the ruin of others. ' 1 

Thomas Lister, lord Of the manor of Bawtry, and the two principal 

wharfingers at the inland port, Christopher Dempster and John Goodwinp 

were also active in opposition to the Derwent Bill. A petition from 

the Idle port maintained that the trade in lead and millstones, which 

were shipped to the Trent ports or Hull would be lost if the Derwent 

was improved. Lister subsequently complained that the M. P. 's with 

whom he was acquainted had failed to espouse his interest with suffi- 

cient ardour: - 

'when I consider that my case (tho the hardest of any mants) was not 

thought worthy the care of my friends in the case of Darwent. f 2 

lo H. L. RoO. Main Papers, H. L., 25 Feb. 1720. The role of the Grand Jury 

as the 'Parliament of the countyl is a neglected subject. 

20 Mellish 14SSo 162/37, Quoted in Willan (1965), p-74- 
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The various interests concerned in the navigation, of the, Trent at 

East and West Stockwith, Misterton, Kynall Ferry and-Butterwick 

included shipowners and masters, keelowners and masters, mariners, 

ropemakers and sailmakers. Their petition claimed that, the improve- 

ments which the promoters proposed to carry out would ruin these 

interests who: - 

'chiefly subsist and are maintained by the River Trent navigation 

and conveniently carries convoys of ships of which there are upward 

of sixty sail belonging to the said towns and besides a great number 

of keels into the Humber, thence to Londong Holland, Norway, Sweden, 

Denmark and other Ports in this kingdom and Beyond the Seas, and 

convey lead, millstones,, corn, cheese and other merchandize which 

comes out of Derbyshire and are speedily brought and conveyed to the 

said ships by Boats from Bawtry in Yorkshire every Spring tide. ' 

The signatories of this petition included John Youle, one of the 

principal wharfingers at Stockwith, and many of the keelowners and 

masters with whom the Hull merchants and shipping agents had a regular 

correspondence. 
1 

The, trading community at Hull were apprehensive that the Dervrent 

scheme could not be carried out without the dislocation of their 

established correspondence with the Trent ports. At a time when trade 

was often uncertain, merchants and factors were reluctant to tamper 

with-established trade patterns and connections, since: - 

'persons having Occasion for lead now know where to apply to be fur- 

nishod with what they want. t 

1. H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L., 25 Feb-1720. 
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The signatories to the petition from the Humber port included members 

of the Maister, Mould, Crowle and Wilberforce families, who were 

convinced that: - 

'... Darwent navigation will be of no service to the Public but on 

the contrary will be a prejudice to trade in general and in particular 

to the trade of Hull, by diverting the lead that comes from Dorbyshire 

to Bawtry on the Idle, where there is a constant market for lead and 

from whereunto we may at all times of the year be furnishod with lead 

to fit our ships to sea. ' 

In conclusion, it was predicted that the extension of navigation to 

Derby: - 

twill take a great part of that lead from Bawtry and we cannot have 

any dependence of it coming by Darwents it being a long uncertain 

passage, and that part of the Trent into which it falls being unnavig- 

able in dry seasons. ' 1 

, 
Opposition to the Bill also came from the corporation of Notting- 

ham, the town which had played a leading role in defeating earlier 

efforts to secure statutory powers for the Derwent navigation. It 

was maintained that any diversion of trade to Derby would lesson land 

carriage to Trent bridge, and reduce tolls, so that tho inhabitants 

would have great difficulty in paying the fee farm ront to the Crovin 

of Z63 per annum. 
2 

In addition to the numerous petitions presented against the Billo 
1. H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L., 25 Feb. 1720- 

2. loc. cit. 
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printed Reasons were circulated among members of both Houses of Par- 

liament on eight principal heads, all of them concerned at the prob- 

able affects of the Derwent navigation on existing patterns of trade. 

Firstly, it was asserted that the extension of the navigation of the 

Trent to Burton meant that: - 

'all Countries are served by the present Navigation, as well as they 

can be by the intended Navigation ... cannot be more commodious for 

carrying of goods to London than it is because often the Trent for 

three or four months in Spring and Summer is so shallow that in many 

places (where boats must pass) there is not above six inches of water 

therefore great vessels must lie still and lose their Market, i,. rhich 

now by Land Carriage they cannot miss. ' 

Secondly, opponents of the Bill claimed that the scarcity of water in 

the upper Trent and Derwent valleys at certain times of the year, was 

a further factor tending towards monopoly conditions since: - 

'Locks and weirs ... must be made ... and the projectors wonft 

let, water go but at their pleasure; so that it will become a moer 

monopoly Thol boats are to pass up and down Darwent, the projectors 

will have power to lay such'large duties on strangers goods and boats, 

as will amount to a Prohibition of Trade to all but themselves. ' 

Thirdly - on the assumption that if one trading community benefited 

others must decline - it was alleged that the implementation of the 

Derwent scheme would only prove an advantage to the traders of Derby 

dealing in lead and malt. Fourthly, it was argued that the extension 

of navigation would enable the Derby maltsters to monopolise markets 

in Lancashire, Cheshire and other places, and ruin the trade axes 
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which used Nottingham and Bawtry as heads of navigation. Fifthly, 

the members of both Houses were urged to consider the prevailing 

Patterns of trade, whereby barley was carried from the Vale of Belvoir 

to Nottingham and coal and salt wore returned: - 

land if these Counties cannot have return from any other place but 

Derbyt the, Traders of that Town may advance their prices at pleasure., 

Sixthly, similar deductions were made concerning trado to Northampton- 

shire which was supplied with coal from the northern parts of Loices- 

tershire: - 

fthe charge of which would be intolerable had they not a good market 

at Derby. for their Corn and thence carrylback coal. t 

Seventhly, it was claimedýthat Nottingham would be unable to pay its 

fee-farm rent to the Crown if the Derwent was improv<'ýdo and the tolls 

raised on Trent bridge would decline in consequence, because large 

quantities of'grain would be carried to Derby instead of Nottingham. 

Finally, it was considered reason enough that on previous occasions, 

Bills to improve the river Derwent had always been defeated. 1 

The arguments employed by the riparian, proprietors against the 

Bill were not included in these Reasons, an omission much regretted 

by the landowners. In February 1720, the Earl of Chesterfield, 

informed Robert Wilmot that: - 

11 think the Objections you mention are very material and of Consequ- 

ence)-which makes me the more surprised to see, -that. 
they were left 

out in Reasons drawn up against the Bill, and which perhaps may 

make your former Remonstrances (if not approvId off) want a Crutch. 

I. Catton Hall Letters. 
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This must be an oversight somewhere or othert and such a one asý, 

fancy contrary Parts will be pleased with. 1 

To present their own case in the best possible light and to counter 

the arguments of their opponents, the promoters drew up and circulated 

Answers to Pretended Reasons or ObJections against Bill for Dorwent 

Navigation. Firstly, the promoters claimed that - despite the extenalon 

of navigation to Burton - the upper Trent waterway was not adequate to 

serve all the midland counties. Counter arguments roro also urged 

against the claims that the insufficiency of water in the upper Tront 

valley at certain times of the year meant that the extension of river 

navigation to Derby would be of little service to trading comnunities 

in the Midlands. Thus it was maintained that: - 

'often in summer (there occur) rises of water in the Derwent from the 

Peals when the Trent (above where the Derwent enters) is no vlays 

affected ... therefore the Darwent may be serviceable when the Trent 

above the mouth of the Darwent cannot. ' 

Secondly2 efforts were made to allay suspicions of monopolyl partly 

by stressing the trading conditions which already prevailed on the 

upper Trent. Thus the promoters argued that - far from creating a 

monopoly - they would contribute to breaking one downt engaging that: - 

tall Barges and Boats will have the same advantage of flashes of water 

as usual without Obstruction ... and instead of making a Monopoly 

Bill will be the means to destroy and prevent present monopolies at 

Wilne-Ferry, Burton and Nottingham where the owners of Wharfes (claim) 

1. Catton Hall Letters. 
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the peculiar right and privilege of carrying all goods, and wares up 

and down the Trent ... it will not be in the power of the Under- 

takers for the intended Navigation to take any other price for the 

passage of boats than what will be settled by the Bill. ' 

Thirdly, to counter the claim that the Bill was promoted merely to 

benefit the commercial comnunity of Derby, it was affirmed that the- 

navigation was largely designed to redress the balance, by putting 

the town on an equal footing with towns which already had the advant- 

ages of inland navigation, It was maintained that the reason why 

there were fewer tradesmen in Derby than in Nottingham: - 

is occasioned by want of Navigation which gives life and spirit 

to Trade and Commerce and is therefore a Reason for the Bill passing. ' 

Fourthly, to reassure the farmers and land carriers of Northampton- 

shire and Leicestershire, it was predicted by the promoters that: - 

'after the Bill passeso as the Trade of Derby increasesq there will 

be a better market for their corn, and there will then be the same 

advantage of back carriage of coals as usual ... the intended Naviga- 

tion lying remote from those parts whence they fetch their coal. t 

Fifthly, it was claimed that Derby - like Nottingham - had to under- 

take the repair of an important road bridge, and to pay a consider- 

able fee farm rent. In contrast however, it was argued that Derby 

had to rely solely on tolls, whereas: - 

... lands viere granted from the Crown to Nottingham (out of which 

** fee farm rent was reserved) sufficient to pay the same) and 

maintain their Bridge: and the place of Bridgemaster is so Considerable 

483 



i 

that there is yearle more spent in getting into the same and Feasting 

than is laid out in the repair of the Bridge 

In reply to the argument that Nottingham's corn market would suffert 

the promoters countered that it was: - 

'impracticable to bring corn to Derby where Nottingham is the better 

market, and lies much nearer and is more convenient for farmers of 

that Country than Derby. ' 

Finally, it was conceded that all earlier attempts to secure statutory 

authority for the Derwent scheme had ended in failure, but was now 

insisted on than many riparian proprietors had since changed their 

opinion on the likely advantages of the navigation. 
1 

Numerous petitions were presented in the House of Lords in favour 

of the Dervient Bill. Gainsborough interests assumed that if the 

project was effected, goods would be shipped from Derby to the major 

transhipment port on the lower Trent, whence they would be forrIarded 

either to Hull, or directly to London or Euro-oean marktots, bosides 

providing an opportunity to break the mondpoly of the Shardlovi whar 

fingers. A petition from the leading merclilants, wharfingers and 

shippers at Gainsborough predicted that: - 

'a greater quantity of weighty and heavy commodities, the products of 

Derbyshire and other adjacent counties will be brought down the Trent 

with more speed and a cheaper rate from those parts than heretofore 

they have been, and now can be by reason that there is no convenient 

wharf in those parts but only at Wilne ferry from whence 

1. Catton Hall Letters 
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Traders and dealers ... cannot have their Goods sent to the market 

but at the Will and Pleasure of the proprietors of the same Wharf- 

whichve look upon as a monopoly and a hindrance and discouragement 

to trade. ' 1 
-- 

Several--London'leadmerchants and cheesemongers also petitioned in, 

favour of the Bill which would encourage trade with northern and 

western counties. 

Promoters-and opponents -solicited support frOm-as many peers as-, 

they could muster for the consideration of the second reading and 

committal procedure in the House of Lords. The Earl of Chesterfield 

had approached-the Duke of Kingston, -the proprietor of extensive 

estates in Nottinghamshire and Lord President of the Council. Robert 

Wilmot was assured by the Earl of Chesterfield that if the Bill made 

progress in the upper Houseo he had taken: - 
,3 'all the measures I can to make the Strumpet miscarry in that Assembly. 

On 6 March 1720, Lord, Gorer apprised Lord Dartmouth that: " 
'your, friends in the-house of Lords, intend very warmly to oppose the 

Bill for making, the river Darwent navigable, and apprehend it will be 

a very near struggle. It is appointed to begin exactly at 11 tomorrow 

morning, therefore least it should be inconveniont, to your Ldship to 
, 

be there at that,,, time, --I am desired to send you the encloald Proxy..., 4 

on 7 Marchl before the House considered the-question of committal, , 
1., H. L. R. O. Main Papers, H. L., 25 Feb-1720. 

2. loc. cit. 
3. Catton Hall Letters. 

4. Dartmouth MSS. D-1778. I. ii-543. 
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Counsel-was heard-on behalf of the various petitions which had been 

presented for and against the Bill in the previous days. Four wit- 

nesses, were examined by opposing Counsell-, including one of the 

Nottingham aldermeng and, aeorge Haynest one of the boatmasters against 

whom numerous complaints had been made: in previous years for mono- 

polising the river trade of, the-upper Trento Having heard the case 

against-the, Bill, Counsel for-the promoters' called their witnesses. 

When it was proposed to call -- Bagnall as a witnessl opposing Counsel 

objected that he was directly concerned in the scheme as one of the 

aldermen of be'rby"'. ' Eventually' i't was agreed"that Bagnall might be 

heard9 . while -- othersý_examined in'favour 4' of the Bill included two London 

cheesemongers. The'promot6rst Counsel then made the observation 

that: - 

'making this River navigable will'be for the public advantage. ' 

6pposing Couiisei'were then given an opportunity to reply. 

When Counsel had withdrawn, a proposal was made that the Derwent 

Bill should be committed. This was opposedl and a debate followedy 

on the-conclusion of which the question was put: - 

'whether the Bill'shall be committed. ' 

The House then divided, and the question was resolved in the affirm- 

itive by 52 votes to 32. Although it is not possible to analyse in 

detail the supporters and opponents of the Bill in this division, it 

seems likely that the influence and'interest of the Duke of Devon- 

shire, Earl Stanhope and Lord Macclesfield played a major part in 

carrying. the day. 'Ifor the promotersq together with the general tendency 

1. H. of L. Journals, XXI, 257. 
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for passing improvement Bills'during the years of the credit boom of 

1717-20. 'Nevertheless, the opponents of'the Bill'had mustered suffi- 

cient Support to ensure that, the committee stage should be considered 

by the whole House. This was'an unusual stepq for it was customary 

for Bills of that nature to be referred for consideration to small 

select committees' of'peers, 
" On 15 Mýich'1720, t. he Bill passed the 

2 House of Lords without amendment. 

(JJJ)THE EARLY HISTORY, OF, THE DERBYSHIRE DERWENTfNAVIGATION 
II 

The preamble, of the'Act to improve the Derwent-set out'that the 

navigation project would prove advantageous to tradersein; -leadq butter, 

cheese. ' maltq marblep grindstonest scythe-stones, iront timber and 

other commodities, because of much cheaper and easier conveyance than 

the prevailing,, land carriage facilitiest-besides preserving, roads 

which at times provedýhazardous. Ten undertakers were empowered to 

improveýthe-Derwent, with extensive powers-over the course of the 

river and its banks, although, the, estates of the Earl,, of-Chesterfield 

andAthe,, Duke, of Devonshire were protected-from encroachments. A 

large body of-commissioners were nominated in the Act to6diate 

between the undertakers and'the-riparian-proprietors. The undertakers 

were authorized to collect 'tolls, which were not to exceed one 

shilling per ton between Derby and the Trent, and proportionately less 

for'lesser distances and weights. 
3 

1. H. of L. Journals, XXI, 257 

2. 
. 
1bid, 273. 

3.6 Geo. I, c-27, 
487 



The work of improvement was quickly carried outq and a wharf was 
III-, 

built in the Morledge at Derby, However, it was a poor substitute 

for the project designed by Sorocoldq three of the cuts he had planned 

not being incorporated in the navigation. ýTeither were the aspira- 

tions of the promoters easily realisedo It had long been argued 

that any reduction in the cost of carriage between Derby and the 

Trent would encourage the lead trade of Derbyshireg which ran on a 

small profit margin: - 

'if a merchant buys 20 fother of lead and sends it down to Hull and 

there sells it for 5, a or 6a per fother profit all charges borne he 

thinks he has a good market and if he sends it to London and sells it 

there for 10s or 12s per fother profit he does the like when a 

trade is driven at soe small profit 42 per fother would encourage it. 12 

Although the improvement of the Derbyshire Derwent offered advantages 

over the Chesterfield-Bawtry axis, by providing a continuous - but 

circuitous - water carriage routel the extant records of the Derby 

undertakers suggest that the volume of trade along the waterway fell 

below the estimated expectations in the third decade of the eight- 

eenth century. 
3 

In May 1731p a sexpartite agreement was signed between five of 

the original undertakers and several Derby traders and carpenters, in 
1. Williamsons p*50, The series of cuts which Sorocold had designed 

was not finally completed until 1934. 
2. Catton Hall Letters. 
3. The tonnage of lead exported from Hull fell from 6,807 tons in 

1706 to 49799 tons in 1725, Burt, p. 257. 
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an effort to control the river trade more, effectively., The under- 

takers admitted that in the running of the navigation they had: - 

'met with and laboured, under great difficultyes and to this time have 

reaped no benefit therefrom towards reimbursing themselves the many 

and large Sumes of money by them expended on that account ... and 

*e, the owners of Boats and Boatmasters have met with many unfore- 

seen difficultyes and Losses which tend to their discouragement at 
1 

present. ' 

In an attempt to place the undertaking and the river trade on a 

sounder basiss the parties to the agreement decided: - 

'severally and not joyntlY -0. to enter into a Copartnership and 

become one united Company ... will joyntly occupy, imploy and 

manage all the boats and vessells upon ... rivers Derwent and Trent- 

which now are-or hereafter shall be built by them or any of them and 

shall be and remain as one united company in boats and barges, with 

masts, ropes, tackling for seven years .. .1 

The capit I al. of the Derby Boat Company originally consisted of L800, 

divided into eight equal parts or shares, the owners of five of the 

shares being empowered to transact business for all the copartners. 

Careful provision was naturally made for the payment of dividends, it 

being provided that: - 

'... such profit as shall arise by the management of the boats in 

the copartnership as also all losses shall be equally divided 

partners shall have the proportion of gain or loss ... all charges 

for repairs of boats,. building new ones, watermens wagest Tonnage and 

1. N. A. 0. DD/BB/85. Derby Boat Company. 
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all other charges shall be equally 

It was accepted that the owners of 

transferred - might dissolve the pý 

apprehension that the Boat Company 

boatmasters operating on the upper 

that: - 

paid as the same shall become due. ' 

six or more shares - which might be 

artnership. That there was some 

might come to be controlled by 

Trent, may be seen in a provision 

in case any of the partners be concerned or have any share or 

interest in any other boates upon Darwent and Trent immediately from 

thenceforth the share of such person shall cease and be equally 

divided amongst the other co-partners. 1 

Although it was originally intended to wind up the partnership after 

seven years, it continued in existence until 1786.2 

Evidence of the activities of the Derby Boat Company, and of other 

similar concerns operating in the upper Trent valley is scanty, but 

points to rivalry and pr ot racted litigation and disputes. During 

the fourth and fifth decades of the eighteenth centuryt Fosbrooke and 

Haynes continued to exercise quasi monopoly powers at Wilne Ferry; 

while Francis Ward challenged the corporation of Nottingham on several 0 

occasions over the collection of wharfage toll. 3 Ward, who was 

usually referred to as a merchant of Willington, also ovined property 

at the port of Bawtry. 4 

1. N. A. 0. DD/BB/85. Derby Boat Company. 

2. D. A. 0. MS-303. Derby Boat Company Records, 1720-1786. 

3. Nottingham Records, VI, 1349 143. 

4. W. R. D. 00/67/100.3 September 1740, indenture tripartite between 

Robert Banks of Bawtry, Francis Ward of Willington, merchant, 
-and 

Joseph Ward of the Inner Temple concerning property in the market 

place at Bawtry. I. n^ 



UOTHE RIVER IDLE NAVIGATION 

In,, the. same. Parliamentary, sessioný, that; 
ýthe-Derwent! Act wao pýýssedj 

a Bill. -was successfully promoted to improve and extend the navigation 

of the river, Idle., It seems not, improbable-that, the, scheme was pro- 

moted partly to. maintain trade,. patterns, which. -it,, was assumed. would, be 

upset, if the Derbyshire Derwent was improved. -, Certainlyq one feature. 

of., the period was the rapidity with which trading communities - which 

had failed to keep their neighbours, beggared - sought,, to emulatel- 

improvement schemes. 

A petition seeking leave to bring in a Bill-for the improvement of.. 

the river Idleyas read in the House of Commons on 2. December 17199 and 

was referred to-a committee. for consideration. 
1, 

A week later, one of 

the M. P. 's for Nottinghamshire, reported. to, the House, that the petition 

of the bailiffs, burgesses, freeholders and other inhabitants, of East 

Retford had-been considered. Witnesses called to substantiate the 

petition had deposed, that the Idle was, already navigable within, seven 

miles of East. Retfords but that in winter, when the, 
lTrent. 

often over- 

flowed, it was not possible to carry goods byland to and from the 

port of. Gainsborough. The committee were of, lopinion-that: - 

'the malting the river Idle navigable from East Retford to the Trent 

.. willvery much advance the Trade and Commerce of the Marketsp 

and-other Places near the same; and be"advantageous not only to-all'', - 

the traders. in leadl hops, corn. # timberg coals and other merchandizesg 

but also tolthe public, in general. ' 

1. H. of C. Journals, XIX, 170. 

491 



Leave was given to bring in a Bill, which passed the House of Commons 

without opposition, 
1 

In the House of Lords, the procedure adopted was different from, ni, 

that followed in the case of the Derwent Bill, On 6 February 1720, 

after the second reading of the Bill it was agreed that: - 

'... in regard Bills of this Nature have heretofore been usually 

referred to Select Committees, that a Select Committee may accordingly 

be appointed to consider thereof therefore ordered that the 

Committee of the whole House be discharged from proceeding on the 

said Bill. ' 2 

On 9 February, the Earl of Clarendon reported from the-Select Committee 

that they had examined the Bill and had made no amendments. on 7 

3 
April 1720, the Idle Bill received Royal Assent. 

The Idle Act empowered the undertakers - who were members of the 

corporation of East Retford - to extend navigation above Bawtry. In 

return, they were authorised to collect tolls of le per ton for all 

goods passing along the riverp with the exception of manure on which 

the toll was only 3A per ton. Certain provisoes were incorporated in 

the Act, notably to satisfy Thomas Lister, lord of the manor of 

Bawtry, it being stipulated that all those navigating the river Idle 

should: - 

'from henceforth for ever pay unto Thomas Liater, 'his heirs and 

1. H. of C. Journals, XIX, 188. 

2.1H. of L. Journals, XXII 222. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XIX, 333. 
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assigns 3A for every fodder of lead and 3A per-ton for all-othbr 

Goods, merchandises and commoditiesO 

All keels were to be marked, to ensure payment and the correct weightg 

in default of which the keelowners were to pay certain penalties to, 

Lister. ' 

(v) THE IDLE-TRENT COMMERCIAL ROUTE 

Despite apprehensions among the various trading, carrying and 

shipping interests dependent on the Bawtry-Stockwith-Hull-London 

commercial axis that the improvement of the Derbyshire Derwent 

and subsequently of the river Don - would divert trade, there is 

ample evidence for the use of the river Idle in the third and fourth 

decades of the eighteenth century, 
_ 

Of the commodities shipped from Bawtryj lead remained the most 

important. In 1723, Robert Ashton a London merchanto wrote to 

-- Morgan of Chesterfield to apprise him of the charges involved in 

shipping via Bawtry: - 

'You Ill please to observe ... lead is always bought by the foddert 

which varies from place to place. At the mills you have 23 cwt 3 qrs 

16 lb. at Chesterfield and Bawtry I believe it still differs and here 

in London 191 cwt makes a fodder* 

1.6 Geo. I, C-30- 
2. V. C. H. Derbyshire, 111 346.23 cwt cost at mills L12 4s Od 

Charges to Bawtry 14s Od 

Hull 4s Od 

Shipping charges at Hull 28 6d 

Insurance and Commission 4s Od 

Z13 8s 6d 
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Before the extension of navigation above Doncasterg the cost of 

carriage along the Bawtry route probably compared very favourably 

with combined land and water carriage along the Don valley. 
1 With 

the opening of the Don to Aldwark in the 1730'st increasing quantities 
2 

of lead were sent along that route. Navigation on the Don was often 

hampered by water shortages, particularly in the summer months, a 

time when land carriage rates were also at their lowest. At least 

one Sheffield merchant found it facilitated business to divert trade 

to Bawtry during such times that navigation proved difficult on the- 

river Don. In April 1741j Richard Dalton advised his agent in Hull: - 

I will take the Boards ... his best way will be to send them 

to Bawtry and they will come as cheap to me that way as the other 

within a trifle now wee have summer carriage. 13 

In addition to the import of deals and wainscot, the wharfingers 

and shippers at Bawtry and Stockwith also handled timber for export, 

particularly to the coalfield of the North-East. Thus timber from 

the Sandbeck estate of the Earl of Scarbrough was carried by land to 

Bawtry, shipped to Stockwith and then transhipped into larger vessels 

for Sunderland. Between January 1734 and July 1736p fourteen vessels 
4 

were regularly employed in this trade. The traffic continued in 

the following years, but it is not possible to measure quantitively: - 
1. In 1727 -!. - Nodder, a Sheffield merchant paid 9s per fodder land 

carriage between Wicker and Doncaster in summer and 13. a 6d in winter 

and 4R 51 in freight to Hull. This did not include land carriage 

- from,, the smelting mills to Sheffield. Bagshawe MSS. 8/3/14. 

2. Bagshawe MSS. 5/4/1. Letter Book of Richard Dalton. 

3. loc-cit. 

4. Lumley MSS. ETP/l/4. 
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'Recd 9 January 1739 of Sir Thomas Saunderson by Wm. Robson C, 18 16s 

for freight of rails plank and Timber from Stockwith to Sunderland 

per 17m. Tinker. ' 

(vi)THE DEVELOPIMNT OF THE DON ITAVIGATION 
,I 

In some re'sp'ects' the issues which aro'se in the- protracted struggle 

to improve and extend the naviCation ofýthe,, -, river Don are of a similar 

nature to the controversies over the development of the upper Trent 

and Derbyshire'Derwent. In the latter instances, it was assumed that- 

the extension of the waterway system wouldprove berie'ficial to Burton 

and, Derby as the'new"heads of navigation, would encourage the trade 

and shipping of Gainsborough"as the major transhipment port, but might 

lees6n the trade'o-'f Nottingham'. In a similar way, the civic-and 

commercial interests at Doncaster - several of whom possessed lands 

adjacent tO"the river Don - viewed proposals to extend navigation to 

Rotherham and Sheffield with some degree of misgiving, ' apprehensive 

that it might result in the loss of the town's position as the head 

of navig6Ltibn, and that improvement works would increase the-likeli- 

hood of inundation. I it would be wrong however to take the comparison 

between'the'Trent and the Don controversies too far. In two respects 

the'cont. rast is marked. Firstly, it was not conceived in the early 

eighteenth century that the Trent might be improved to such an extent 

that boats could go from Nottingham directly to Hull, whereas some 

vessels could - with no small difficulty - get down from Doncaster to 

the Humber port. Thus some traders and members of Doncaster corpora- 

tion aspired-to improve the Don to such an extent that larger vessels 

1. Lumley MSS* PPA1_6* 
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I 

might come up to the town, so that any extension of navigation would 

enable Doncaster to become the principal transhipment port on the 

Don, 1 When these hopes began to take shape, in the form of surveys, 

proposals for locks, dams or cuts, and draft Bills, the suspicions of 

the riparian proprietors were aroused, it being argued that navigation 

works on the tidal part of the river would produce widespread flooding. 

The second noticeable difference between the Trent and Don controver- 

sies concerned the respective uses of the, rivers. In the pre-steam 

age, most rivers provided a source of power, but industrial concentra- 

tion on the upper stretch of the Don had progressed to a more marked 

degree than along the Trent,, The Don was also the Centre of a com- 

plex system of drainage in its lower reaches. 
2 The multiplicity of 

interests involvedtalong the course of the Don rendered the issue of 

improvement one of extraordinary complexity both for promoters and 

opponents and for their subsequent chroniclers. 

Although there is ample evidence to show how the Don controversy 

of 1721-26 developed and was eventually resolved, the timing of the 

south Yorkshire scheme is still a matter for conjecture. That no 

action was taken to promote a new Bill between 1704 and 1721 suggests 

that the time was not opportuneq and that prospective promoters could 

see little prospect of successfully promoting an attempt to secure 
1. This section is based largely on the admirable study by Professor 

Willan, The Early History of the Don Navigation (Manchester, 1965), 

a comprehensive and fully documented account of the protracted 

struggle to secure statutory authority for the improvement of the 

south Yorkshire waterway. I have included original material only 

where my interpretation of the Mellish mss. differs, or of material 

not available at the time of Professor Willan's publication. 

2. Willan (1965), P-8.496 



statutory powers or of reaping a satisfactory return, for their capital 

outlay. 
1 More surprisingg the speculative atmosphere of 1719-2o saw 

no attempt to promote a Bill, from which it may be-surmised that 

would be promoters did not regard conditions as sufficiently favour- 

able even for a 'bubble' scheme. The revival of the project to 

extend navigation above Doncaster in 17219 and its vigorous promotion 

for the next five years is indicative that the promoters considered 

that very real advantages might be gainedt or opportunities lost, To 

understand the timing of the scheme it is therefore more important to 

analyse the conditions prevailing within the region in the third 

decade of the eighteenth century, and the motives of the leading 

figures involved, rather ýhan the arguments employed to solicit 

support, which might have been used at almost any time over the 

previous three decades, From what has been previously stated about 

the far reaching effects which mercantilist assumptions might have on 

the activity of neighbouring interests and communities it will be 

readily understood that it would take only a few influential landed 

or commercial promotersl who were bent on securing statutory sanction 

for the waterway undertaking, to'lerment activity throughout the 

length of the valley and among neighbouring commercial interests. It 

will be appropriate therefore to discern the conditions, and identify 

the personalities who provided the requisite leaven. It has already 

been noted that the sharp rise in the prices of bar and rod'iron in 

the latter years of the Great Northern War had prompted the setting 

1. Willan (1965)t p. 6. 
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up of new furnaces'and forges in the Sheffield area. In 1716, bar 

iron in, Sheffield advanced in price from-C15 per ton to L17 per ton 

and rodýiron from 1 L16 15. a to r, 18 15. E per ton, and it was subse- 

quentlý noted'ihat the rise in price encouraged Samuel Shore and 

Cotton: - 

'to set up their ironworks and then the great prices began to be given 

for Cordwood. 

How far-the ending of the Great Northeri 

England's relations with Sweden created 

and over-production among domestic iron 

conjecture. Certainly9the early 1720's 

among the forgemasters in the Sheffield 

in 1722 it was recorded that: - 

ri War and the improvement of 

problems of excess capacity 

producers is a matter of 

witnessed considerable rivalry 

neighbourhood. For exampleg 

... the Duke of Norfolk's forgeniasters to be revenged of 

Shore and -- Cotton fell their price of iron 

Samuel Shore was one of the few forgemasters to support the ex- 

tension of navigation to Sheffield from its revival in 1721 until a 

Bill was finally obtained five years later. It is possible that he 

hoped to increase his hold on the market for local iron. Other 

forgemasters were well aware that the cuts and locks proposed for 

the stretch of the river between Doncaster and Sheffield might pre- 

judice their principal source of power, but were reluctant to oppose 

i.. Supra, P-454. 
2. Add. ILSS. 275389 fol-250* 

loc. cit. 498 



the navigation openly, apprehensive that their trade with the cutlers 

and filesmiths would suffer, 
1 

It is possible that developments in the local steel industry may 

also have affected the timing of the new Don scheme. Samuel Shore 

played a significant role in pioneering the manufacture of blister 

steelp together with George Steert who in 1719: - 

'first began to lay iron in the furnace to make steel. ' 2 

Nevertheless, most of the town's steel continued to be imported from 

Newcastle or the Continent until the fifth decade of the eighteenth 

century. 
3 

Merchants and ironmongers in south Yorkshire obtained 

steel and bar iron from Hull, which was brought at considerable cost 

by land from either Bawtry or Doncaster. The extension of navigation 

to Sheffield was likely to prove particularly beneficial to those 

engaged in the principal trade of the district, namely the manufacture 

of cutlery, filesp spring knives and razors. 

The cutlers of Hallamshire may have been prompted by other con- 

siderations than the reduction of the cost of carriage. The early 

eighteenth century had witnessed a further attempt by the factors of 

Sheffield to break the near monopoly which the London wholesale 

cutlers had established over the distribution of the goods made in 

Hallamshire. It is possible that the extension of navigation to 

Sheffield was designed to reduce the hold of London merchant houses 

on the tradeq,, just as the Aire and Calder Navigation enabled the 

1. Willan (1965), p. 15. 

2. Lloyds P-74. 
3. Carr and Taplins op-cito, P. 4. 
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merchants at Leeds and Wakefield"to establish greater independence 

from'the merchant companies of York or Blackwell Hall, '' In the'con- 

flict with the London wholesale cutlers, Samuel Shore - one'of the 
I 

leading Sheffield factors and obviously a man of many parts --played 

an imýOrtant role, 

Unlike earlier attempts to secure the Don navigation' in which 

Sheffield had played only a minor parts the projects of the 1720's-, 

were vigorously supported by the Company of Cutlers as-representing" 

the main industry and by the Town Trustees as representing the town 

in general. 
2 "'In 1726, when a Bill was successfully promoted, John 

Smith a former Master Cutler and delegate from the Company informed-"" 

a House-of Commons'committee that it was estimated that Sheffield, 

and adjacent'towns produced goods worth at least C1209000 per annump 

in the iron and cutlery trades, and that if the navigation scheme' 

was carried, out the"total volume of goods carried along the waterway 

would amount ýo'over'13,000 tons per annum. 
3ý Promoters of the Don' 

scheme claimed that some 1,500 tons of goods were carried by land to 

4ý Doncaster from Sheffield"each year for-shipment. In 1726, Georte 

Steer explained that the cost of carriage from Sheffield to Doncaster 
5 by land had risen from 15.2'to 30s a ton. At the second reading of,, 

the Don Bill in the House of Lords, the Counsel for the promoters 

1. Leaderg I, 'P-155- 
2. Willan (1965), p. 8. 

3. Ibid', p. 20. 

4. Hunterl OP-cit., P- 154. 

5. Willan (1965), p. 20.560 



examined Samuel Shorep who affirmed that: - 

$there were of the Corporation of Cutlers ten or twelve thousandl 

and that C160,000 worth of Goods made up annually, half of which is 

exported ... twas fourteen miles from Sheffield to Bawtryq that 

the road was exceeding Bad and that he had paid 30s a tun and some- 

thing preference and before the last yedr which was so wet 15.2.1 1 

Although it seems possible that Shore may have exaggerated somewhatq 

it cannot be denied that the need for better and cheaper carriage wan 

a very real issue to the Sheffield promoters, 
2 

Landowners with coal on their estates and with access to the river 

were as persistent as the Sheffield cutlers in their efforts to secure 

the extension of navigation above Doncaster. When proposals were 

being discussed between Doncaster and Sheffield in 1722 for improving 

the Don, it was agreed that all goods should be unloaded at Doncaster 

except coal, which would enable coal from the Wentworth estate near 

Rotherham, to find markets at towns within the Humber-Ouse-Trent water- 

way system, and particularly along the Yorkshire Derwent, which 

Thomas Wentworth was engaged in leasing and improving. Similarly, 

Edward Wortley had hopes: - 

'of a great. colliery at Carhouse but he wants the Key to it from ... 

Lord Howard., 3 

It was also observed thatif Lord, Malton supported-the Don schemes it 

would be: - 
1. H. L. R, O. MSS. Minutes. G/R/11. 

2. Willan (1965), p. 7. ' 

3. Mellish MSS. 162/32a; 162/47. Quoted in Willan (1965), P-153, 
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'on account of Maltodand coals. ' 

Although neither Wentworth nor Wortleý becaMe subsequent shareholders 

of the Don Naýigation'j there was at least one occasion when it seemed 

possible that'the two landowners might become undertakers for the 

stretch of navigation between Doncaster and Rotherham. 2 There seems 

little doubt that Thomas Wentworth was first and foremost concbrned 

with extending the market'for coal mined on his estate, but he also 

found that espousing the project enhanced his political position in 
3 the county. It is probable that riparian landowners iwith 'Coal on 

their estates hoped to benefit-from improved water communications 

in a similar way to the proprietors on the upper stretches of the 

Aire and Calder Navigation. Certainly this was the hope of a number 

of traders in Doncaster, for"it was'anticipated that if the'river 

was improve'd below t, he town, that Doncasýter would become an important 

market for Barnsley coal: - 

land trade for it down-the river as at Kno I ttingley., 4 

A number of the traders and landowners in the Rotherham districtj 

Iýeaded by Samuel Staniforth were also active in promoting the'improve- 

ment of the Don, although their motives differed in some respects 

from'the cutlers of Sheffield and the riparia. ' coal proprietors. 
5 

1. Mellish MSS. 162/4T. 

2. Bacon Frank MSS. BF/A3.26 Wovember 1725. Joseph Mellish to Richard 
Frank at Campsall. 

3. Supra, p. 50* 

4. Mellish MSS.., 162/7b. quoted in Willan (1965), P. 70- 

5. After the Act of 1726 had been obtained, Staniforth. becam6 one of 

the leading shareholders, and a member of the committee which 
supervised the undertaking. Hopkinsono'Inland Navigation', P-232- 
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If1was hoped to make Rotherham either the head of navigation or a 

transhipment port, smaller vessels proceeding to Sheffield. In 1721, 

Rotherham joined the Sheffield promoters in a project to improve the 

Don down to the confluence with the Ousep butthe Bill was dropped 

for that session. In the autumn of 1724, the initiative to improve 

and extend the navigation'of the Don came from Rotherhamt which as- 

pired to become the head of navigation. 
1 This attempt to secure 

Parliamentary sanction for the Don undertaking did not proceed very 
2 far, In 1726 when the Bill to extend navigation to Tinsley was 

successfully promotedl and in which the Company of Cutlers were 

appointed undertakersq Samuel Staniforth joined the principal opposing 

interests. 3 

Along the Don valleyq three principal groups have been identified 

as particularly anxious to promote the extension of navigation$ namelyp 

the cutlers and factors at Sheffieldq the riparian coal proprietors, 

and a number of traders and landowners at Rotherham. Their efforts 

- often in concert - galvanized a host of other interests into actiong 

prompted partly by fear that the proposed improvements would'destroy 

their trading 'position, and partly by aspirations of enhancing their 

commerce and shipping. Although these interests may be easily 

identified, it is a complex matter to discern their motives. 

Although the Don was already navigable to Doncaster at certain 

times of the year, it was less certain that the town would benefit 

1. Willan (1965), p. 18. 
2. In 1724 the Sheffield Cutlers Company spent only Ll' 5.9 4d on 

promoting the Don Navigation. River Dun Navigation Cash Bookpl722-63. 

3. Leader MSS. 70/30. 
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from the improvement and extension of the waterway to Rotherham or 

Sheffield. If the lower stretch of the river could not be developed 

to-Icarry vessels of at least, thirty tons burtheno apy extension of 

navigation would mean that much of the traffic-to, and from Rotherham 

and Sheffield would pass through Doncaster, and that Thorne or Fishlake 

WoUld be, the principal transhipment points. In, the 1720tst Doncaster 

traders and civic leaders were forced to take a definite stand by the 

actions of interests higher, up the'valley, who threatened to obtain 

statutory authority to undertake the, improvement of the river down to 

its confluence with the Ouse. The inland port of Doncaster was 

faced with_a problem common to other inland portjs within the region. 

The nature of, the estuarine Humber made it difficult, for small boats 

of shallow draught to navigate. On thelother hand, improvements in 

inland navigation which would allow larger vessels, -of, 
deoper draught 

further up-t4e rivers could only be effected,, injace of determined 

opposition, 1from 
riparian landowners who assumad, that. extensive flood- 

ing must follow. 1 Theinhabitants of Doncaster wero deeply divided 

in the-1720-1s. 
, 

One partyo, led bY memb, ers of the. corporation who 

were also riparian proprietors cautioned that tho-e-xtension of river 

navigation, would mean., that Doncacter would lose its posit, ion as head 

port. It zras their policy, that, no steps should be taken without the 

approval of the-landed interest. 2 Active promoters. within the town, 

including beveral members of the corporation who participated in the 

1. Willan (1965), p. 10. Captain Burtons one of the lessees of the Aire 

and Calder Navigatiol-affirmed that: - I-five-feetyater is the least 

vessels of thirty Ton should draw to live in Humber. 'Mellish MSS. 

162/15- 
2. Ibid. Led by William Eratt, a Doncaster physician with riparian 

property, 504 



traýe of the coýmunity hoped that Doncaster might become: - 

'the metropolis-being the Centre of the Navigation between Hull and 

the High Country. ' 

It was their policy to maintain - and if possible to enhance - the 

position of the town by insisting in all negotiations with interests 

higher upstream that all goods should be loaded and unloaded at 

Doncaster, impossible conditions which never received statutory 

authority. 
2 It was anticipated that if Doncaster became the principal 

transhipment port on the river, large quantities of lead, millstones, 

building stones, slateg coal, hardwarep tallow* wool and cheese 

would be sent downstreamg and timberg irong horns, boneq groceries 

and wine imported,, Opponents of the Don project, anxious to cause 

rivalry between Sheffield and Doncaster even suggested that the 

improvement of the waterway would lead to. the industrial development 

of the latter town. at the expense of the former. At least one Don- 

caster alderman was less sanguine about the commercial and industrial 

potential of the town: - 

'no Navigation can better an Inland Towng unless they should consist 

of wholesale merchants ... to supply the Country or of manufactures 

**. whose Interest it is to have all provisions brought cheap to 

them But here can be neither merchants throf defect of the 

River, nor manufacture for want of other conveniences. t3 

1. Mellish MSS. 162/7b. quoted in Willan (1965), p. 70. 

2. Willan (1965), p. 10. 

3.. 'Mellish MSS-162/, Quoted in Willan (1965), P-158. 
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Wharfingers and shippers at Fishlake and Thorne, who alreadyc 

traded directly to Hull and other inland ports throughout the water- 

way system, were confident that the extension of navigation to Shef- 

field - without any large-scale improvements below Doncaster - would 

enhance their position as transhipment centres. The main concern 

of Francis-Simpson, one of the wharfingers at Fishlake was: - 

'that boats from the west should load and unload at Fishlock not 

Doncaster. ' 1 

Promoters and prospective undertakers of the Don scheme naturally 

hoped to attract trade from further afieldq partly with a view to 

obtaining revenue for lock dues, and partly to keep river dues for 

commodities in which they were personally cýoncerned at as low a level 

as possible. Thus it was claimed that if the waterway was success- 

fully extended, it might carry the bulk of the 4v500 tons of lead 

said to be produced within seven miles of Sheffield. Millstones, 

marble and rotten stone would also be carried in large quantities* 

It has already been noted that the trans-Pennine route from Stockport 

via Penist6ne to Doncaster had been more often used in the early 

eighteenth century.? - In the 1720's it was claimed by t he Don pro- 

moters that the navigation would carry salt from Cheshire, and cheese 

and butter from Cheshirep Derbyshireq Staffordshire an Id Lancashire. 3 

It is not improbable that one extra-regional stimulus for the revival 

of the Don scýeme was the example provided by the improvement of the 

river Mersey. Certainlyl one project much canvassed at Sheffield 

1. Mellish MSS. 162/52. Quoted in Willan (1965), p-77- It was noted 
that: - 'a small navigation would ruin Doncaster because they would 
unload at Fishlake. f 

2. Supra, P-125,, 
3. Willan (1965)pp. 6.506 



at this time was the construction of a carriage road over the moors 

to the highest wharf on the Lancashire and Cheshire side. 
1 

On6ýinteresting feature of the controversy over the improvement 

of the Don was the role played by surveyors and engineers. It might 

have been expected that William Palmer and his partners would have 

been unequivocal in their support of the Don undertaking. Yet it 

has already been noted that at this period the professions of surveyor 

and civil enginber were still in an embryonic staget and that many 

local surveyors and engineers also engaged in contracting for public 

works or leasing them. Within the Humber-Ouse-Trent regiong William 

Palmer came closest in this period to fulfilling the role ofýa full 

time professional, giving continuous - if varied -, advice to the pro- 

motersand consistent support. In contrast, it seems that Joseph 

Atkinson - who-had accompanied Palmer in the survey of the river, in 

1722, and who was the principal exponent of the improvement of the 

waterway below Doncaster by means of cuts - acted from a variety of 

motives which were not always compatible. As a lessee of the Aire 

and Calder Navigation, he was no doubt apprehensive that coal from 

south Yorkshire might compete with that brought down-from Leeds and 

Wakefield in the river valley markets. He was also anxious. to prevent 

large vessels passing up to Doncaster, offering to rebuild the sluice 

at Goole, so that: - 

'all the Country above would be forever safe if the tides was once 

kept out ... and ... all their navigation (scheme) is void-' 
2 

1. Hunter, OP -cit-P P-154* " 

2. Mellish MSS. 162/2. Quoted in Willan (1965), p. 66. 
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Atkinson also endeavoured to stir up opposition to the Don scheme from 

the participants of Hatfield Chacel urging then, to: - 

'have such tolls for passing their (Dutch) River and brid. ge as 

will Extreamly hinder the project. ' 

It was the opinion of Daniel Baker, one of the Doncaster aldermen who 

co-operated closely with land owners opposinG the scheme, that 

Atkinson had urged the improvement of the lower stretch of the water- 

way by cuts: - 

'either to give a stop to the Bill or if it passes he kmows it cannot 

be done. 12 

0***000*0000 
40 000a* 

Having considered the various factors which led to the revival of 

the Don scheme in the 1720's, it is necessary to examine the circum- 

stances which eventually brought the promoters some measure of success 

in obtaining the requisite statutory authority. As in other inland 

navigation schemes of the period, opposition came from two main 

sources,,, namely those riparian proprietors who feared that their 

estates would experience frequent flooding, that they would not 

receive adequate compensation for their mills, 'or that their local 

markets would be opened to increasing competition; and from týie host 

of interests dependent on alternative routes. The promoters could 

allay the apprehensions of the landowners partly by adopting technical 

1. Mellish MSS. 162/2. quoted in Willan (1965), p. 66. Atkinson urged 

Joseph Mellish, the central figure in the riparian opposition to 

the Don schemeý that information which he gave 'nay be kept from 

the knowledge of all my adversarys. 1 

2. Mellish MSS. 162/53. Quoted in Willan (1965), P-50- 
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methods of improvement which seemed least likely to cause floodingp 

and partly by making concessions which were eventually incorporated 

as provisoes or saving clauses in the enabling Act. Little could be 

done by the promoters to satisfy interests dependent on other routes 

and patterns of trade, who assumed that if one trading community or 

commercial axis prospered it could only be on the ruin of others. In 

accordance with prevailing mercantilist attitudesq it was assumed that 

there was a more or less fixed volume of economic activity and that 

the circumstances of supply and demand could not be readily increased 

or diminished. It was argued that: - 

'if one River encreases in Seamen, another decays, as one road more 

used, makes another to be less so ... 11 

Between 1721-249 the landowners who opposed the Don scheme, and 

wharýfingers, shippers and traders using the Trent ports seem to have 

co-operated closely. Below Doncaster, the riparian opposition 

centred on Joseph Mellish, a wealthy landowner with estates at Blyth, 

Hatfield, Sykehouse, Fishlake, Askerng Campsall and Beal. 2 In the 

early years-of the eighteenth centurys Mellish had been involved in 

prolonged disputes and litigation with the undertakers and lessees of 

the Aire and Calder Navigation, following the construction of locks 

and dam's on the tidal stretch of that waterway. 
3 It seems nrobable 

1. Mellish MSS. 162719c. Quoted in Willan Z15-65), p. 146. 

2. Willan (1965), p. 12. Joseph Mellish was the son of Samuel Mellish 

a barrister who had been Recorder of Doncaster. Joseph Mellish m. 

Dorothea, da. of Sir Willian Gore of London. He had inherited the 

estates at Blyth from Edward Mellish, his father's cousin. 

3. Su-pra, P-364- 509 



that earlier experiences influenced Mellish in hin attitudo towards. 

the Don promoters. Certainly, when, it became clear that theilong cut 

which Palmer and Atkinson had proposed below Doncaster was inpractic- 

able, riparian opposition hardened against alternative proposals of 

locks and dans in the river. 
' However, it is possible that Mollish 

had other motives, for opposing theýdevelopmont of the'Don waterway. 

An indenture of, lease and quit-claim'signed in October', 1714, suggested 

that Mellish, together-with Thomas Lister and Sirý, -Vlilloughby Hickman, 

the lord of the manor, of Gainsborought and two'London barristers were 

jointly concerned in the manor and wharf at'Bawtry-, one of the inland 

ports which-it was assumed would lose much trade, if-the Don was 

improved. 2 In his efforts to-defeat-the Don project,, Mellish co- 

operated closely with Thomas Listerý lord'of tho manor ; and wharf at 

Bawtry, who was particularly concerned that-load and millstone's, would 

be diverted to' ports, on the Don. Lister considered that: - 

fit behoves all yor6ond concern'd in the iavigAtion-of, the Trent to 

oppose this (the Don scheme) which mustýcertainly, considerably lessen 

that trade--if not ruin it., 3 

1. Willan (1965)tp. 12. 

2. W. R. D. H/115/145. Mellish also had some interest in 'tolls and 

profitts'yearly from two fairs held within the town of Bawtry ... 
zall profitts whatsoever of boats passing over or along the river 

Idle all the weightings of Lead within the manor-of the town 

of Bawtry by any means brought ... and all the Toll of the 

weighting of lead and'all prest money for the weighing of Lead ... 
and all that Comon Hall with shops ... Tiear adjoining the Market 

Cross of Bawtry 

3. Mellish MSS. 162/37. Quoted in Willan (1965), p. 74. 
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The principal lesson for the promoters after their failure to 

secure statutory authority in 1723 was that it would be virtually 

impossible to obtain an Act to improve and extend the navigation of 

the Don unless it was preceded or accompanied by definite-agreements 

with the riparian proprietors. The approval of the landowners could 

only be obtained if the proposals to develop the waterway allayed, 

either apprehensions of flooding or fear that the river would become 

less important as a source of power* The main points of discussion 

were therefore centred around the means of effecting the improvements, 

which stretches should be undertaken by the respective groups of pro- 

moters, and how to justify such proposals to the landowners affected. 

In November 17239 a delegation from the corporation of Doncaster 

were instucted to settle with the promoters at-Sheffield: - 

tthe method of making the navigation in order to'give the Gent. Land- 

owners satisfaction-. ' 1 

The necessity of reaching agreement with the landowners enabled Don- 

caster to modify the terms of their former pact with Sheffield. In 

particular, the hope of a waterway below Doncaster capable of carrying 

vessels of up to thirty tons was abandoned in favour of a smaller 

navigation. 
2 Having reached agreement, preparations were, made to 

promote a new Bill. When the Cutlers Company solicited the support 

of the Earl of Straffordo it was with the assurance that: - 

'no Private Interest shall suffer by it we have had a most 

strict regard to every ones right and property. It would be in vain 

1. Doncaster MSS. Coui-tiers(unpublished)p fol. 637. 

2. Willan (1965), P-17.511 



otherwise to expect yor Lordships Patronage. ' 1 

That little progress was made that session was probably due to the 

continued opposition of the Duke of Norfolk* 

The Duke of Norfolk, lord of the manor and the largest landowner 

in Sheffield objected to the possible damage to hie property - which 

included corn and fulling mills, cutlery wheels and iron-forgor, worth 

together more than L300 a year - by the proposed cutsl especially at 

Attercliffe. Although the Cutlers Company dehorted that the exten- 

sion of inland navigation would enhance the value of the Norfolk 

estates, by opening up a new market for Handsrorth coal, and for bark 

which might be sent by water to the tanners of Hull and Beverley; by 

increasing the population of Sheffield, which would raise farm rents 

and the price of building land; by offering to lease all the Duke's 

mills on the Don at existing rents; and by stressing that the proposed 

cut at Attercliffe would use little water: the Duke attemptod to 

impose conditions on the cutlers. Thus in return for permission to 

construct a basin at Wicker, the Duke demanded a monopoly of ware- 

houses there, and the right - as lord of the manor - to collect 

wharfage and tonnage. 2 The promoters answered this claim by pointing 

out the necessity of landing goods at other points near the town, and 

by the assertion that Bills for river navigation always gave the 

undertakers leave to build wharves, except where such facilities for 

trade and shipping already existed. 
3 Norfolk was not wholly convinced, 

and continued to oppose the navigation, as much vrith the object of 

1. B. M. Add. MSS- 31,140P fol-139- 

2. Hopkinson, 'Inland Navigation', P- 231. 

3. Willan (1965), p. q. 512 



getting his interests safeguarded by provisoes and savine clauses 

than with the intention of defeating the project. 

The initiative taken by Rotherham in 1724 to obtain an Act for 

the extension of navigation to the town was almost certainly one 

factor which prompted Norfolk to see the extension of navigation in 

a different light. In July, he instructed his agent at Sheffield to: - 

'talk with the persons concerned in this Navigation and see if you 

cannot get the Navigation to here without any prejudice to me and if 

so what clauses will be proper for me to insist upon ... it must be 

an advantage in the main to me, since It is tolthe trade of the town. 1 

Norfolk was apprehensive that: - 

'either now or some other time there nay be a Navigation made to 

Rotherhamq which I talse cannot be done without great prejudice to 

Sheffield. ' 1 

The project which Rotherham sought to effect also prompted Don- 

caster to take action, but the corporation were deternined to keep 

faith with the landowners. The mayor of Doncaster assured Joseph 

Mellish that: - 

'as this river will certainly at one time or other be made navigable 

we think it can never be effected upon terms less hazardous to the 

Country below than what were agreed on with you and the rest of the 

gentlemen. ' 

The landowners in general were slowly moving to a position where they 

regarded the navigation as inevitable, and were prepared to accept 

1. B. M. Add. MSS. 27t538, fol-558- 

2. Willan (1965), P. 18.513 



this in return for clauses safeguarding their property. Joseph Mellish 

grudgingly admitted that he could: - 

'never be of opinion that the navigation'could be of service to the 

Country below and therefore have always endeavoured to obstruct it 

o*. but if Parliament pass an Act I would rather Doncaster Corpora- 

tion be undertakers than another body provided they kept to the last 

terms proposed. ' 

The efforts of Samuel Staniforth and other Rotherham interests to 

secure statutory authority for an extension of navigation proved no 

more successful than the efforts of the previous three years. 

By the autumn of 1725 the promoters were in a stronger position 

than before, having gone a long way to meet the reservations of the 

riparian interest. The earlier attempts to improve the south York- 

shire waterway had included stretches both above and below Doncaster, 

but in the 1725-6 Parliamentary session attention was focussed on the 

stretch from the Holmstile in Doncaster-to Tinsley, a little below 

Sheffield. There wast howeverl little prospect of allaying the worst 

fears of the various interests dependent on the Trent ports. 

The progress made by the Sheffield promoters vras recorded stage 

by stage in the correspondence of one of the delegates sent to London 

to solicit support for the Bill. John Smith, who had been Master 

1. Willan (1965), p. 18. Sir George Cooke of Vhiea-tley vrhose lands at 
Bentley and Arksey were subject to flooding was of similar opinion, 

declaring: - 'against all manner of navigation ... but if it must 

be done rather in the hands of our corporation than another. ' 

Mellish MSS. 163/102.514 



Cutler in 1723, carried on this role together with Samuel Shore, 

factor, forge-master and pioneer in the manufacture of blister steel 

at Sheffield, who acted on behalf of the Town Trustees. Many of the 

former opponents of the Don project had received acsurances and 

guarantees before the petition was presented, requesting leave to 

bring in a Bill. Smith -was however a little doubtful as to the 

timing of the Bill: - 

'if the Parlt shud break up before vie can get through we shall be now 

to begin besides losing the fees of the house, 
'but vie are in no worse 

a Case than many who have bills to bring in. ' 

What occurred in the House of Comnions connittoo appointed to examine 

the allegations of the Sheffield petition was crucial for the progress 

of the Bill. On 12 March 17269 Smith apprised his vrife that: - 

'have not got so good a Committee as vie rdsht for ... vie are to 

have our Committee siton monday and it is very probable that Day will 

Determine my Longer or Shorter stay in London. ' 1 

While the committee was considering the petition, the riparian 

proprietors continued to bargain with the promoters to gain the best 

possible terms of compendation or clauses written into the Bill. 2 By 

17 Marchl Smith was able to state that the petition had been followed 

by a favourable report in the House of Commons. William Palmer, the 

promoters' surveyor had informed the committee that the river could 

be made navigable from Holmstile to Tinsley without malting any new 

dams by using a number of cuts. 
3 One of the few landowners not 

1. Leader IASS. 75729 

2. Bacon Frank-MSS. bF/A3. 

3. Willan (196%p. 20.515 



satisfied with the proposals was Francis Foljanbe Of Aldwark, but the 

promoters were confident that he had little influence among M. P. 1s. 

The work of drafting the Bill led to protracted mentings between 

the various delegates in London together with solicitors and lawyers. 

Smith informed his wife that: - 

'I am not a little fataigu with settinZ and preparing it. We have 

been up most of the night the three last part. ' 

On 29 March, the Bill was read for the first tine in the House of 

Commons without oppositiont but opponents of tho Bill - chiefly 

interests dependent on the Trent ports - wore naking proparations for 

the second reading". an important stage in the passage of the Bill 

through the House of Commons. Early in April, Smith viroto , to his wife 

of some of the snags-, facing the promoters, particularly that William 

Palmer was indisposed by illness, while Samuel Shore the delegate of 

the Town Trustees of Sheffield: - 

'might have stayed at home for I do not know he can either do us good 

or hurt (his) inprudence and mismana8ement has done us a 

deall more hurt than good and has drawn enenies upon us which we have 

now to graple with we shud never have had but for him but koep that 

to yourself. 12 

Such differences between delegates could be disastrous at a-timo whon 

it was necessary to solicit as large a folloviing, an possible among 

M. P. Is to be present at the,, second reading: - 

'vie are to have our grand Struggle by Councell on both sides and are 

1. Leader MS-S. 70/9. 

2. Leader MS5.70/23. 516 



all Strugling to support our Different Interests I mean for and against 

our bill. t 

Although petitions wore presented against the Bill from merchants and 

traders of York, and from the corporation and traders of Ripon, 

claiming that the extension of navigation would draw tides, away from 

the river Ouse, the Bill passed the House of Commons with little 

difficulty. It is probable that these petitions were prompted by 

the undertakers and lessees of the Aire and Calder, Navigation. 2 

Smith-outlined the main interests still opposed to the Bill in 

its passage through the House of Lords9 notina, that at the first 

reading there were: - 

'two petitions presented against it praying they might be heard by 

their Counsel, .. which was granted them ... one of the petitions 

is from, Gainsborough the other is from Nottinghamshire and Lincoln- 

shire both Ilbelieve are procured by one Lister of Bawtry ... ýthere 

will be two or three more one from Fuljamb one from Barnosley and one 

from Staniforth if he can get anybody to sign it. They put us to a 

great deall more trouble and some more; charge but hope it will not be 

in their power to thro out o ur bill. t3 

In the last days of April and early May, the promoters and 

opponents exerted their utmost influence to secure support for their 

different causes in preparation for the second, reading. The Duke of 

Devonshire was the chief sponsor of the Don Bill in the House of 

1. Leader MS. 70/15. 
. 

2. In 1726, the Aire and Calder undertakers had paid mensongers: - 'to 

go to York. and Ripon vdth petitions against the River Dunn. ' 

Unwiný'ACN 21, P-24. 

3. Leader MSS. 70/29 517 



Lords, an invaluable ally since the delegates found it more difficult 

to solicit support among the peers. 
1 The promotors also, prepared 

questions*. - 

'to send dowrn to Wakefield, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester and Birming- 

ham to be signed for our bill and hopes to have them up ... the 

day before our (second) reading. ' 2 

The lords of the manors of Bavitry and Gainsborough wOre also 

soliciting support in a last bid to defeat the Bill: - 

1. .. here is Lister of Bawtry and Sir Nevile Hicl=an come to Solli- 

cit against us and to support their petitions also 

Staniforth is joined issue with them. 3 

By the time of the second reading, the promoters were beginning to 

scent victory: - 

'there is now to be a strong combat, who will get the victory time 

must produce, but we have Great encouragement from all the Lords of 

our acquaintance that they will stand by us ... our enimys are 

mighty mustering up all their forces but we hope their reasons are 

such that vrill not weigh with the house. 14 

, On 4 MaY 1726, Counsel for and against the Bill was called befon 

the House of Lords to be heard before the second reading of the Bill. 

Having accepted provisoes and saving clauses, from tho. principal 

riparian proprietors above DoncaEýtcrj the issue centred around the 

likely repercussions of the Don project upon establichod. comnercial 
1. Supraý, P-36. 
2,, Leader MSS. 70/29. 

3. Leader MSS. 70/30- 

4. Leader MSS. 70/32. 



routes and trade patterns. Apart from arguments that the trade in 

lead, millstones, hardware and marble would be diverted from the 

Trent poris, the opponents of'the Bill endeavoured to prove the ad- 

verse affects which the Don scheme would have on the coasting trade 

in coal. The latter arguments were similar to those employed a 

quarter of a century before concerning the improvement of the Aire 

and Calder riVersp namely) that the extension of navigation would 

enable inland coal which paid no duty to compete successfully 

with sea coal which paid a tax of five shillings a chaldron - in 

the markets of the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway systeýi. Mien the Don 

scheme had first been revived, Thomas Lister had adviond the keel_ 

owners and coalfitters of the North-East of the lioscible affects: - 

'if they succ , 6ed It will open a passage way into all tho said rivers 

with great quantities of'inland coal duty f roo vih(ýreby they will have 

opportunity and be able to furnish the Port of I-lull and all the 

havens and creaks from the mouth of Humber and all the countrys on 

both sides the River and GainsboroughlLincoln, Boston and adjncont 

countries on both sides the River all the way with there coals duty 

free and a good sort of coals not much short of Sunderland coales in 

goodness and att soe cheap rates that they will c1liefly destroy the 

shipping trade with coalb from yor part of the country into Hull and 

Boston. ' 

Counsel against the Don Bill in 1726 examined several witnesses 
1. Men the accounts of the Custom house at Hull were scrutinised it 

was found that 21)000 chaldron of coals had been entered there in 

the previous two years. Mellish MSS. 162/44- Quoted in Willan 

(1965), p. 106.519 



concerning the extent of the coal trade bottreen the North-T: ast and 

the Trent ports. Benjanin Luddingtonp a member of a long ectablished 

shipping family of Gainsborough was questioned: - 

'as to-the number of Ships employed in carrying coals from Noivc, astlo 

and Sunderland up the Trent; and says they bring such coala up as far 

as Newark and if the Bill passed it would Ruin the Coal trade. ' 1 

When other witnesses had made similar testimoniesq the opponents' 

Counsel rested their suit. 

'Witnesses examined by the Counsel for the pronoters. all stressed 

the importance of the metal manufactures of south Yorkshire and the 

high cost of land carriage to Bawtry or Doncaster. 2 Despite the 

efforts of its opponentsp the Bill was read for the second time, and 

committed. Smith described the final passage of the Bill: - 

quicker dispatch in the house than has been known this 

seven years the Lords in a comite, went thro our bill then made a 

m3 motion and read it a third time and passed it without any amendment. ' 

The Sheffield delegates viere welcomed home with great re3oicings, the 

sum of ten pounds being laid out: - 

'for the Entertainment at Cutlers Hall at the return of ... Steer 

and ... Smith from London with the freeholders wheri the Navigation 

Act was gained., 
4 

1. H. L. R. O. MSS. Minutes G. R. 11. Godfrey Harris, Joseph Stone and 
Jacob Rooksby were also examined. - 'as to the trade and number of 

ships running up the Trent. ' 

2. loc. cit, 
3. Leader 145S. 70/35. 

4. Don MSS. Cash Book 1722-63. 
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Meanwhile, Doncaster interests were considering the best means of 

promoting a Bill to improve the lower stretch of the waterway, and to 

keep to the agreement previously reached with the landoymors, The 

Bill introduced in 1727 to authorise the corporation to improve the 

waterv! ay from Holmstile, to Wilsick House passed without incident, a 

sure indication that clauses had been incorporated to protect the 

principal landowners. Two surveyors$ Joseph Atkinson and Richard 

Ellison$explained to the committee appointed to consider the petition 

of Doncaster corporation by what means it was proposed to effect 

improvements. They asserted that the requisite cuts and locks would 

not prejudice the landowners, while the estates of the Duko of ' 

Ancaster and Sir George Cooke would benefit from the improved drain- 

age, which would follow from a new cut from Bentley Mill Goyt into 

Arnold Goyt. 

000a000000 

In conclusion, it will be appropriate to recapitulate the three 

main aspects of the Don controversyq namelyl why it was promoted so 

vigorously in the years after 1721, why it was so strongly opposed, 

and how far the promoters were eventually, succossful. The determi- 

nation, -by 
two principal sets of interests - the cutlers of Sheffield_ 

and landowners with, coal on their estates - to. promote the improve- 

ment of the Don wassufficient. to. galvanizo other riparian communi- 

ties into action. Improvement was vigorously opposed by interests 

who feared - sometimes from experience - that there would be an 

1. Willan (1965), P-23. 
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increased lilý: elihood of flooding, together Yrith trading and chippinc 

communities who assumed that any increase of cotimorco alone the Don 

would be at the expence of other routes. Miile the opposing forces 

co-operated in their opposition there was little or no prospect of 

the promoters securing statutory authority. However, once the pro- 

moters had taken the requisite steps to accomtodato the demands of the 

principal landovmerst the other opposition interost was left virtually 

isolated. Once this stage had been reached, it was a relatively easy 

task for the promoters to obtain the necessary Parlinmontary sanction 

for their undertakings. The Actsof 1? 26 and 1727 wore thus a partial 

success, the price for which can be seen in the numerous provicoos 

and saving clauses which were written in to satisfy the riparian 

proprietors. 

(vii)THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE DON UNDERTAKINGS 

By the terms of the 1726 Act for improving the Don between the 

Holmstile in Doncaster and Tinsley, the Company of Cutlers were 

appointed undertakers to make the river navigable for boats of 20 

tons, and were empowered to collect tolls, on the security of which 

they might borrow money. Although the undertakers were granted 

certain powers to make cuts and to deepen and widen the river, numer- 

ous provisoes were included which were designed to satisfy the land- 

owners. Thus it was stipulated that the undertakers were not to 

erect any new dam or weir, nor to raise or lower the water, nor to 

pull down any ironworks on the river, nor to make any cut out of the 

522 



ý"rurý-Ybrid- 

/ 
'4kPenjSto 

ey 

Dlonc .- ste. r 

/ 

%ýdthorhvn 

toffielrd 

t 

v try 

f;, ý"ovksop 

and 

befo. ce 
., ýj 

I--- 



corn mill at Doncaster. The Act gave security to Lord Frederick 

Howard against damage to Rotherham mills; included restrictions to 

the placing of any lock at Jordan dam - so that water could not be 

diverted from Holmes goyt feeding Rotherham slitting mill; and pro- 

hibited any cut between Jordan Dam and Eastwood except in specified 

places. The undertakers were not to interfere with the water supply 

to Kilnhurst forge; at Aldwark, the cut connecting the mill dam with 

Thrybergh mill dam was to be on the opposite -side of the river from 

the village; and at Sprotborough the cut supplying the, water engine 

on the Copley estate was to be maintained, and the corn mills there 

were to be leased for twenty-one years. Tinsley, outside the lord-7 

ship of the Duke of Norfolk, was chosen as the upper limit for the 

waterway, possibly due to the objections of the Duke, or to cngineer- 

ing problems on a stretch which fell fifty-five feet in the two miles 

below Sheffield. At the lower limit of the waterway, the stretch of 

the Don between the Holstile and the corn mill dam was aosiened to 

the corporation of Doncaster. 1 

The Act of_, 1727 appointed the corporation of-Doncaster undertakers 

for the stretch between Holmstile and Wilsick House in the parish of 

Barnby Dun, and were empowered to collect, tolls, on the security of 

which they might borrow money. Below Wilsick, House, between Fishlake 

and the Ouse, the undertakers, were to convert three woqden bridges 

into drawbridges for the passage of boats on the payment of tolls. 

To satisfy the landowners, the Act stipulated the means by which-, the 

waterway below Doncaster was, to be improved. Downwards-from-the - 

1.12 Geo. 1, C-38. 
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Holmstile there was to be a cut and a lock to Redcliffe where a low 

dam was to be built. Between Redcliffe and Meatloy the channel 

could be deependd, and a cut and a lock were to be made to pass a 

ford and shallows at Wheatley. The channel was to be deepened between 

Wheatley and Long Sandall, where there was to be a low dam in the 

river and a lock and cut sufficient for boats not drawing more than 

3 feet except in rises or freshes. Below Long Sandall the channel 

would also be deepened and would enter a cut at Barnby Dun which was 

not to exceed 400 ya-, -ds in length, and which vas to have a lock. 1 

In both Acts, commissioners were named to mediate between the 

undertakers and the riparian proprietors, who were to assess compen- 

sation for the purchase of, or damage to land. If either side re- 

Jected the award of the commissionersq a jury was to assess compen- 

sation and its verdict was final. The Sheffield undertakers were 

also empowered to make a road to Tinsley the new head of navigation. 
2 

0000&006* 
40 

0a0000 

As in other contemporary inland navigation undertakings, the 

principal aims of the undertakers were twofold: firstly, to perfect 

the waterway; secondlyq to obtain an adequate return for their capital 

investment. The early years of the Don Navigation were marked by 

serious technical and financial difficulties, similar to the teething 

troubles which confronted the Aire and Calder Navigation. 

By 1729, the Company of Cutlers had made the Don navigable from 

1.13 Geo. It c. 20. 
2. Willan (1965), p. 23. 
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Holmstile to Mexborough, a distance of six miles, but the undertaking 

was proving more costly than had been anticipated, and additional 

capital was raised locally. An agreement had been made between the 

Company of Cutlers and a new body of undertakers, a committee of seven 

being elected to supervise the work. The first committee included 

two of the Sheffield delegates who had seen the 1726 Act through 

Parliament, Samuel Shore, a factor and partner in the Rockley furnace, 

and John Smith of Bellhouse, a former Master Cutler, together with 

Thomas Buck a Sheffield grocer, James Crawshaw the Town Collector, 

William Steer of Ecclesfield, Samuel Staniforth of Darnall, and Thomas 

Heaton a Sheffield ironmonger and wiredrawer who was the first 

1 treasurer of the Navigation. BY 17309 the Sheffield undertakers hod 

spent S8,692 on the stretch above Holmstile. 2 

The corporation of Doncaster had also taken steps to im-ýIerient 

the Act of 1727, which empowered them to improve the Don from Holm- 

stile to Wilsick House, and had transferred to them the control of 

three wooden bridges over the Dutch River, including authority to fit 

them with draw leaves. BY 1731# the Doncaster undertakers had laid 

out Z3,774 on the stretch below Holmstile. 3 

The granting of distinct powers to two se ts of undertrikers in 

separate Acts, and the effecting of navigation works soon led to dis- 

agreement. At a meeting of the Sheffield committee on 25 September 

1. Hopkinson, 'Inland NavigationIq P-232. 
2. Willan (1965), p. 23- 

Ibid. In September 1,727* the Domaster undertakers had authorised 

, John Cowley: -Ito. rcceive the lock dues relating to the navigation 

for the use of, the corporation and the rest of the undertakers. ' 
Doncaster Records, IV, 663- 

r-- -r 



1729, memoranda were drawn up concerning a dispute between the Don- 

caster and Sheffield undertakers over the building of locks at Holm- 

1 
stile and Redcliffe. Apart from cont-ention over technical and 

engineering matters, the non-payment Of-, r, iver dues by some Sheffield 

traders aroused consternation at Doncaster. 2 Having settled thoir 

differences, the two undertakings were amalgamated in September 1730. 

Unlike the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers - whose amalgamation 

in the early eighteenth century had been confirmed in a Union deed - 

the Don undertakers sought Parliamentary sanction for their agreement. 

Partly this may be attributed to the realisation that further powers 

were necessary if improvements were toýbe effected In a satisfactory 

manner. In February 1731t the undertakers explained their motives to 

the Earl of Oxfo'rdp whose support was solicited: - 

'With reference to the Acts recently passed to make the river Dun 

navigable from Holmstile to Tinsley, and from Holmstile to Wilsick 

House, the corporations of Sheffield and Doncaster, find it necersary 

to unite into one company for that purpose and to petition Parliament 

for further powers and alterations which are still wanting to perfect 

the navigation., 
3 

The additional powers sought by the undertakers were deemed 

necessary to--surmount difficulties in the navigation below Wilsick 

House, the lower limit of their authority. Even small boats had 

difficulty in navigating the shallows and fords at Bramwith and Stain- 

forth, so that factors and traders at Sheffieldp Rotherham and 

1. Tibbitts Collection. T. C. 3', )6. Richard Carrets Day Books 1729-31. 

2. Doncaster Recordsq IVs 675- 

3. Hist. MSS. Comm. 2 Portland VI, 37. 
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Doncaster sometimes were forced to send or carry goods by land to and 

from Fishlake, tho'highest port from which it was possible to go'ý 

directly to Hull in spring tides. The undortakers were also anyAous 

to secure facilities for mooring, hal(Ing-,, towing and wharfing on the 

banks below Wilsick House, especially in Hatfield manor. The attempt 

to secure further powers coincided with litigation between Lord Irwin 

lord of the manor of Hatfield, and boatmen navigating the river over 

the questions of haling and mooringg. 
1 

On 5 February 1731, the undertakers provided the riparian propri- 

etors of the district with details of the additional powers they 

hoped to secure. They may be considered under_four principal heads: 

firstly, a lock and cut were considered nocotsary on the north side 

of the river at Barnby Dun not exco'eding 900 yardý in length; secondly, 

additional powers were needed to remove obstructions hindering naviga- 

tion below Arnold goyt; thirdly, statutory authority was required for 

mooring, haling:. -9, towing and wharfing on the banks; and fourthly, 

Goole bridge should be demolished and rebuilt higher up the Dutch 

River, and Rawcliffe bridge taken away. 
2 

At first the undertakers promised that there would be no major 

alterations below Wilsick House, but subsequent efforts to raise the 

level of water brought forth a vigorous opposition: - 

1when you have to do vrith Corporation people ... you may expect any 
1. Temple Newsam MSS. TIT. Corr-14. In 1730, William Good a lwoodnonc-erf 

at Thorne was, instructed by Lord Irwin to collect tolls from all 

vessels navigating on the Don in Hatfield manotý for moorine, f. and 

also for liberty of shipping and unshipT. )ing goods into and out of 

the vessells upon the shores of the Don. ' 

2. Temple Newsam, MSS. TN. Corr-14 
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villany and must not trust lem in the 10ast-I I 

Each of the undertakers' proposals produced opposition from, particular 

landowners. In order to make the cut at Barnby Dun, additional tolls- 

were sought on the stretch of the river running through that parish. 

Edward Simpson of Stainforth apprised Joseph Mellish of the reason 

for his opposition: - 

#the navigators (undertakers) are determined to refuse whatever I ank 

**. a clause that all vessels which come up the River to Barnby 

Dun shall be exempted from the payment of tolls. 12 

The undertakers' proposal that all obstructions should be removed 

was regarded with zuspicion. by the landowners who feared that it was 

intended to widen the mouth of the Dutch River and to raise the wator 

over the fords at Bramwith and Stainforth. They wanted, clauses 

incorporated in any Bill to limit the undertakers to carrying out 

certain clearly specified powers: - 

'that they may have power to remove all sandbeds and roots of trees 

that may hinder the navieation., 
3 

Provisoes were also deýianded to prevent the raising of any of the 

f ords. I, 

A key figure, 'in the opposition was Francis Simpson of Fishlake, 

the highest transhipment port and the only wharf-in Hatfield nanor: - 

fall Business having heretofore Usually been done there. ' 

1. Mellish MSS. 166/18. 

2. Mellish MSS. 166/lo5. No river tolls had been paid up to Barnby 

Dun: - 'why should not thetown of Barnby Dun have as free a nav: 

after, the Bill as It has now, when no benefit will accrue to the 

, town by their cut on Thorp marsh side. ' 

3. Mellish MSS. 166/25. 
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Simpson was the principal wharfinger at the port and claimed that he 

had laid out over Z1,000 in the construction of warehouses and wharves. 

Simpson was anxious to retain his positionj both by preventing the 

undertakers from establishing a wharf of their own below Barnby Dun$ 

and by opposing all efforts to make a navigation for larger vessels 

to Doncaster. He sought to rouse the growing hostility of the 

riparian interest and to got a clause inserted in the Bill which would 

prevent the undertakorr, from widening the riouth of Mae rivor at Goole. 

The Fishlake wharfinger was able to dravi surs-nort fron the lord 
1 1. 

I of the manor, Lord lrviiný who was anxious to roccivo cithor tolls or 

compensation for the rights of haling and mooring through Hatfield. 

Simpson informed Irwin that: - 
4 
'these Navigators want to Robb all other Rivers and lot in the Sea 

upon us ... they are now trying both at the Assizes and in Parlia- 

ment to take all your Rights away. ' 

He considered that Irwin should insist on a clause similar to that 

obtained by the lord of the manor of Bawtry in the Idle Act of 1? 10, * 
2 

Irwin, who was aggrieved that he had not been directly informed by 

the undertakers of their intentions, was prepared to accept S25 per 

acre for haling ways on the south and east sides of the river, or, 

alternatively, a rent of 20s per annum for haltijig,, and towing. 3 

1. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14. In 1761, it was recorded that: - 
'Francis Simpson late of Fishlake ... died seized of one capital 

messuage, one cottage and parcell of land ... vvith Wharehouses 

and all other Buildings$ yards, garden and wharf adjoyning the 

River... ' Crevre MSS. C. M. 1432. 

2. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14. 
3. loc. cit. 
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The proposal to demolish the bridge at Ravicliffe, and move the 

bridge at Goole higher upstream was opposed by the Fmpson and 

Twistleton families, the principal landowners at Goole. It was noted 

later that the undertakers had: - 

1dropt the Bridges ... in order to take off their opposition. ' 

Between 5 February when the undertakers made their proposals to 

the landowners, and the presentation 6f their petition in the House 

of Comnons eleven days later, there were strenuous efforts by both 

sides to ensure that, when the committee was named to consider the 

allegations, 'and to report whether or not a Bill should be introduced, 

it would favour their cause. The correspondence of the various 

interested parties reveals useful details about the nomination of 

such a committeeg whose work had become an important preliminary to 

the introduction of a Bill. 

Edward Simpson of Stainforth, son of the Fishlake wharfinger was 

active in soliciting support among M. P. 1s, informing Joseph Mellish 

that when the undertakers' petition was presented he would: - 

'take as much care as I can to get a number of friends on the Committee 

against accidents. I can procure about twenty some of which are 

active talking me. ' 

He urged Mellish to consult a list of all the M. P. 1s: - 

I... set down all the members you would have of the Committee and 

send us a list of them by next post and then we will add a list of 

our own to them, 13 

1. Mellish MSS. 166/22. 

2. Mellish MSS. 166/6. 

3. Mellish MSS. 165/13- 
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Simpson considered that one of the most effectual ways of soliciting 

support was by having: - 

'some general paper to give to Members our friends to acquaint them 

what it is we desire of them. ' 1 

The promoters were also actively solicitine support. Sir Thomas 

Wentworth and William Westby, who had done much to assist the pro- 

motion of the Acts of 1726-7. gave the undertakers much support. 

William Jessop, one of the Duke of Newcastle's agents and an undertaker 

of the Don Navigation sought to reconcile the opposing interests. One 

of the most active undertakers was Richard Ellison of Thornep a 

surveyor and timber merchant, who was subsequently to become one of 

the most important river lessees of the Humber-Ouse-Trent region. 
2 

Ellison secured the support of Colonel Liddell, one of the leading 

coal proprietors of the North-East and purchaser of large parcels of 

timber. It was noted that Liddell's interest would clash with the 

-riparian landowners: - 

'upon account of Lord Molesworth(ts) Wood which the col: has bought 

and designs to send to Newcastle the difference to him might be 

3s or 4s in the pound in the conveyance of his wood, which would 

, amount to a very considerable'sum in so large a purchase as he has 

made. 13 

Liddell had influence among a large number of M. P. 's and was an 

1. Mellish MSS. 166/17. 

2. Infra, PP- 547-5630 

Mellish MSS. 166/18. 
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invaluable ally to the undertakers. 
1 

After the petition of the Don undertakers - seeking leave to 

bring in a Bill for further porers and to unite the company - had been 

read in the House of Commons on 16 February 1731, it was necessary to 

name the committee which should consider it. One of the opponents 

of the new scheme described the proceedings in the House: - 

$our friends were producing their lists of members to be named on the 

Committee; when Sir William Young, who I believe had a List ready on 

account of my Lord Effingham Howard moved that all who come might 

have Voices, and it was ordered accordingly. ' 2 

Edward Simpson apprised Joseph Mellish that: - 

'all the members are to have voices in the Committee; it perhaps will 

be of service to us in case there should be a dispute, but I hope 

matters will be amicable adjusted., 
3 

When the co=nittee met on 23 February, one of the principal sup- 

porters of the Don scheme was chairman. One M. P. complained to the 

committee on behalf of Lord Irwin that the undertakers had not 

informed the lord of the manor of Hatfield of their intentions, and 

therefore UrSed that the whole issue should be postponed until the 

following Parliamentary session. The committee considered that such 

a step would be too drastic,, but did accept a short adjournment, 
4 

1.11ell1sh RZT. - 169/18.1; d,. -ard Simpson to Joseph Rellish: - 'am afraid 

wee shall have some strenuous opposers, particularly Col. Liddell, 

who I find is too much concerned in Interest to side r--th us on 

any account,. ' 
2. Mellish Y-, rS. 165/11. 
3., Mellish Y=. 166/5. 
4. 'Tenple 11, ewsam !! SS. TN'. Corr. 14. 
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"'hen the committee not on the 3 Ilarch the allegations of the 

undertakers' 7)etition -uere exanined. Several witnesses rere heard, 

but Richard 1: 11ison, who had drafted details of the in, I )rovements 

needed, ras not nernitted to give evidence, having signed the petition: - 

I the Co--. mittee rould not adrdt him either to ex-lain the sch-e-le or to 

be on evidence., 

The nronos=d'alt-7, rations to Goole bridge,, and the renoval of Rarcliffe 

bridge rere now the nrincipal matters of contention. The renoval of 

Goole bridge higher up the Dutch RiVer would necessitate the construc- 

tion and maintenance of a footpath from the old to the new crossing 

noint, but the undertakers rere reluctant to accept full responsibility. 

The landorners rere apnrehensive that the removal of any of the bridges 

rould allow the tides to fl6w higher up the river and that the dangers 

of inundation rould greatly increase. Edward Sirpson inforred 

11'ellish of the active role of Liddell: - 

'very zealous for the navlgaýtlon and seems to desire all the Bridges 

were ta'. %en away which in my opinion will hurt the country -as much as 

widening Gool mouth ... 12 

r4hen the corr-ittee adjourned it was resolved that at the next meeting 

those objecting to the proposals concerning the bridges should be 

heard. 

1. Mellish Yass. 166/3. On 24 February, Richard Ellison assured Joseph 

Hellish that he was: - 'heartily glad all about the River is settled 

there can no private bills come in after 2(? ) March so that I 

must be in Town to prove the allegations of the Petition before the 

CO=ittee this reek. ' Mellish ItSS. 166/13. 

2. Temple Ifersam IMS. TIN. Corr. 14. 
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The committee met for the last time on 8 March, at which petitions 

were read which had been referred from the House. ' The absence of 

witnesses to prove the allegations of some of these petitions, which 

advocated the removal of the bridges, meant that they were not 

seriously considered. After witnesses had again been examined on__ 

the undertakers' proposals, William Jessop was eager to put the 

question that their allegations had been proved. The opponents viere 

not satisfied, the M. P. 's for York requesting that: - 

'those people who had any objections againstalterations of the 

Bridges might be heard that they might be better able to, judge of 

the case after having heard both sides. ' 2 

The principal landowners at Goole had felt confident that the Don 

undertakers would be compelled to accept saving clauses and provisoes, 

so much so that they. had not organized petitions in favour of retain- 

ing the bridge. When this was intimated in the committee, it was the 

feeling of the majority present that: - 

'as there had been no Petitions against the alteration of the Bridges 

they could not suppose there were any objections to be madep and 

could not hear both sides. 13 

The opponents sought to delay proceedings by moving that the 

committee should be adjourned for a month, in order to give the land- 

owners time to properly prepare their, objections. Howevert the 

1. Petitions from York, Newcastle, Sunderland, StOcktOns Whitby and 

Beverley. Several petitions had been obtained by Richard Ellisons 

including one from Thorne: - 'filled by the mob chiefly. ' Hellish 

MSS. 165/9. 

2. loc. cit. 

3. loc. cit. The Empson family were the principal landowners at Goole. 
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notion was defeated by fifteen, votb-6 to nine, 'In''t'hO following days 

a Report was dram up by the cohmittee to be pre6entei-O'Se-House 

of Commons. The riparian landowners in Yorkshire were informed that: - 

'all was over befoiýe the Committee so that now'whit is-done must 

be' by Petitions. ' 1 

The landowners were determinecl-to'oppose the Bill if thb under- 

takers refused to insert saving clauses and provisoes. The' parties 

wer6'further'embittered since a lawsuit-was pending over'the haling 

of vessels in Hatfield I manor. '_ Francis'Simpson opined that if the, 

undertakers refused to-accept'specific clauses againat'the vridening'-, 

of Goole mouth aridto guarantee'comp ensation for haling, that it 

would be opportune for Lord Irwin'to petition"against the*'Bill and 

'declare open war. ' 

The petitions'organized by the BillIs opponents were"designed for two 

stages in its progress through the House of Commons. Petitions 

against the prin6iples'of the Bill'-and se6king to throw it out would 

beýconsidered at the second reading; while pe'titions'against'parti- 

cular-'clauses of the Bill would be heard and considered at the 

committee stage. The presenting of"petitionsagainst the Bill as a 

1. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14. At previous meetings of the committee, 

the landowners had been confident that they were in a majority. 

Edward Simpson had informed his father, the Fishlake wharfinger 

that: - 'our friends in the Committee seemed to have them in their 

Power and if they had not Apprehended more trouble another Sessions 

could have sent 'Em downe. 1 The motion to delay the proceedings of 

the, committee was largely the work of the M. P. 's for York and 

-- Henry Ingram. 

2. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14. 
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whole led to the deferment of the second reading for a month, which 

meant that it would be counted out by prorogation. Francis Simpson 

apprised Lord Irw±n's agent that: - 
i 

'defeat has made the undertakers and their abetters very peevish and 

angry and they threaten to do mighty things next sessions. ' 1 

The defeat of the new Don Bill, and the upholding of Lord Irwin 

in the lawsuit over haling rights produced much ill-feeling among the 

undertakers and keelmen of the waterway. It was becoming increasingly 

apparent that Francis Simpson would resort to almost any lengths to 

retain his position at Fishlake. There is some evidence of intimid- 

ation against Simpson, and against William Good, the collector of 

tolls for haling and mooring in Hatfield manor. Simpson complained 

that: - 

'the wharfinger for Sheffield at Barnby and all their keels mett here 

and moord and wharfd in the Commons as near my warehouses as Possible 

*e. to Insult us expecting the cause would have gone for lem .. 9 

about fifteen Keels Boats and their crews, and made a great noise 

and bullying ... a sort of mobb got into William Good's house and 

did some little outrage before he came home ... 12 

1. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14. In March 1731, the city corporation 

of York paid Zl: - 'for drawing a petition and engrossing to the 

House of Commons against the undertakers of the river Dun. ' A month 
later a further U was laid out: -'for writing letters to the Earl 

of Burlington and all the neighbouring boroughs against the Bill 

depending about the Dutch Cut and fair copys. 1 Ouse Navigation 

mss. 6. 

2. Temple Newsam MSS. TN-Corr-14- 
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In 1733, a new Bill was successfully promoted to obtain statutory 

confirmation for the amalgamation of the Doncaster and Sheffield 

undertakers in one company, Few additional powers were sought, and 

the Bill aroused little controversy* Joseph Steer, a Sheffield mercer 

and Richard Ellison, the Thorne timber merchant each received forty 

guineas for soliciting the Bill. 
1 

0000*0 0000 41 * 000*&0 

After 1733j the active direction of the affairs of the navigation 

was in the hands of a committee of seven, elected annually, and 

headed by a treasurer and chairman. Although annual general meetings 

took place at Doncaster and Sheffield, the control exercised by the 

holders of the 150 shares was largely nominal. Day-to-day administ- 

ration was carried out by Thomas Radford, the book-keeper, and John 

Smith, a Brightside carpenter, who had been appointed engineer of the 

navigation, and who was responsible for purchasing materials and 

settling accounts of construction and maintenance. 
2 The 1730's 

witnessed a rapid acc=ulation of capital in the Donundertaltingv 

rising from from U2,466 in 1730 to Zl7t250 in 1732 and reaching 

L24,750 by 1740.3 

By 1733, the first stage of the undertaking had been completed 

and warehouses constructed at Swinton and Aldwark, the latter serving 

1. Don IISS. River Dun Minute Book Ij fol-42. 

2. Hopkinsong'Inland Navigationt, p. 232, 

3. Figures of capital stock in 1730 and 1740 from Willan (1965))P- 34. 

Figure for 1732 from records of the Company of Cutlers preserved 

at the CutlerB' Hall, Sheffield. 
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for some years as the head of navigation. When the Don committee 

framed a schedule of tolls for the river, it was decided that most 

commodities - iron, steel, cutlery waresq horns, boxwood, cheese, 

salt, groceries, tallow and wine - should be rated at 3s Per ton 

between Aldwark and Doncaster and is per ton between Doncaster and 

Barnby Dun. Lock dues on coal were fixed at is 6d per ton above 

Doncaster, and the rate was probably fixed to enable the collieries 

around Rotherham to compete with those along the Aire and Calder, 

Navigation in markets throughout the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway 

system. Tolls on the river Idle were also taken into consideration 

when'framing those for the Don: thus English timber was rated at ls 

per ton above Doncaster and 8d below to attract parcels of wood 

felled on the Kiveton estate of the Duke of Leeds; while Derbyshire 

lead was to pay is 6d, per fodder above Doncastertand 10d below. 2 

Apart from receiving revenue for lock dues, týe undertakers also 

3 
provided boats for the carriage of goods. 

. 
In 1732j a total of 

Z675 was earned from lock dues and freight, and the dividend on shares 

for that year-amounted to approximately two per cent. Two years later 

1. At that time coal on the Calder and on that part of the Aire below 

Swillington Bridge paid 2s 6d per ton; on the Aire above the 

bridge 3. E per ton. ACN 113- 

2. Hopkinson, 'Inland Navigation' 2 P-233. The undertakers had been em- 

powered to levy ld per ton on water-borne goods carried through 

Tinsley by road to Sheffield. 

3- In September 1? 31, the undertakers had contracted for two boats to 

be built: - 'one by William Moody of Raweliffe and the other by 

Thomas Long, the former to find the wood, the latter by our own 

wood which John Smith must buy at Firbeck. 1 Don MSS* River Dun 

Minute Book Il. fol-35- 
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the dividend had risen to five per cent, the total received from lock 

dues and freight increasing to approximately L900 per annum. 
1 An 

indication of the fortunes of the Don navigation may also be seen by 

a comparison of share transfer prices. In 1735, the average price 

of shares was F, 151 5, R each; six years later the average price had 

risen to L230 10-s- 2 The sale of sharess and their prices were 

partly determined by the fate of the undertakers' attempts to secure 

additional statutory powers. In December 1736, Henry Broadheadq a 

London merchant and one of the leading shareholders in the navigation 

informed Richard Ellison that: - 

'as to the sharess I have not done anything about them ... I think 

to respit that-affair till I see what success we have in the House. 13 

In 1736, the undertakers took the first steps in leasing the 

navigation, a practice which led to a shift in the administrative 

responsibility for the undertaking. Some years later one of the 

undertakers described one of the factors"which prompted the change: - 

'There were Books kept by the Company before the Income of the Naviga- 

tion was lett; but were kept very incorrectly; and thatj he believesl 

was one Reason of letting a Lease of the same., 
4 

The undertakers were anxious that competition should continue with 

other navigations of the region, particularly with the coal carrying 
1. Willan (1965), P. 30. 

2. Don MSS. River Dun Share Register, 1733-1841. 

3. Mexborough MSS. (unsorted). In. 1716, Henry Broadhead leased the 

corporation mills at Doncaster for eleven years at a rent of L85 

per annum. Broadhead was one of the original shareholders in the 

Don Company in which he held eight shares. 

4, H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 440. 
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waterway of west Yorkshire. When Henry Broadhead leased the Don 

Navigation in 1736 at a rent of Z1,200 per annum, it was agreed that: - 

'the River be lett to no person concern'd in the River of Air and 

Calder upon any Terms whatsoever and that a Covenant to this purpose 

be made in such Lease. ' 1 

In 1738, the Navigation was leased to Henry Broadhead, Francis Cripps 

and Richard Ellison for a seven year term at an annual rent of 
2 200. 

(Viii)TRADE ON THE DON NAVIGATION 

Trade along the Don Navigation was carried on with both intra- 

regional and inter-regional markets. The old established trade in 

turves continued from Thorne and Fishlake to markets within the 

waterway system. Similarly, corn was sold intra-regionally, although 

considerable quantities continued to be forwarded to Hull for export 

to London, the outports of the east coast and the continent. The 

main effect of the extension of navigation to the Rotherham district 

was undoubtedly the development of the river trade in coal. By 1740, 

coal was being carried downstream in small vessels to Fishlake, There 

it was transhipped into larger vessels for York, Gainsborough and 

Hull, although it seems most unlikely that any coal 1vas being exported 

from the region. 
3 One commodity which was being exported from the 

1. Don MSS. River Dun Minute Book 1, fol. 64. In 1737, Broadhe; 7d 
agreed: -Inbt to joyn in partnership with any of the und(-ýrt, -;. kkors of 
the Aire and Calder, directly or indirectly, nor to lot then or 

any of thbm into a share of this navigation. ' 

2. Willan (1965), P. 35. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 455-6. 
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region in increasing quantities was timbert c6nsigned-to shipya'rdr, 

along the east coast - particularly 17hitby and Stockton - and to the 

North-East coalfield for a variety of purposes. 

The tonnage of iron and cutlery goods exported, and of Scandin- 

avian iron or Newcastle blister steel inportedg vras detcrmined' 

largely by the state of the metal-'and hardware industries. The 

fourth decade of the eighteenth century was marked by serious diffi- 

culties for indigenous iron producers, faced with'falling prices and 

fierce competition from imported iron. In the late 1720's, tho 

price of bar iron sold in Sheffield fell from C17 to C16 per ton, and 

rod iron was reduced from L18 15, E' to, Z17 15. g. 
1 In 1736, it was 

reported that the low price of iron had forced several ironworks in 

Nottinghamshire to'cease production. 
2 Two years later, John Fell, a 

partner in Attercliffe forge and one of the shareholders in the Don 

Navigation complained to William Spencer of the difficulties facing 

the charcoal iron'industry of south Yorkshire: - 

I think 8s per Cord ready Cutt for the Wood at Newhall and 

Edersley is full as much or more than the Iron Trade will allow offt 

it being in a very declining Condition ... formerly we had a demand 

for all'ýthe Iron we could make but now is quite otherways for at this 

hour we have a great deal above Z5,000 Stock of Charcole Mettall and 
1. Add. MSS. 27538, fol-327. 
2. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Sheffield) 60,515. 'Some of Lord Oxford's 

Works and Lord Bathhurstb in Nottinghamshire are to lie idle the 

price of iron being so low ... as to your Treating with Mr Wortley 

Forreign Iron being so very Low I think he shd not Insist of too 

, high a price for his Cordwood ... the price we pay the Duke of 

Norfolk is 10s per cord. John Fell to William Spencert 19 June 1736. 
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Iron on the Forge Hill at the Duke of Norfolk's Works, and Roach Abbyl 

and the Mettall we are to have from the Furnaces this Sumr will come 

to about E4,000 which we shall have no Occasion for of almost two 

years ... I have known at this time of year when our Stock of Char- 

cole Mettall and Iron has not amounted to U0000 at the Works abovel 

so you see how the stocks increase for want of Trade ... The Credit 

we give is more than double to what was formerly. ' 1 

The adverse conditions of trade in hardware and cutlery in the 

years after 1735 are revealed from the letter books of a Sheffield 

timber importer who also traded in iron, German steelo Hamburg pipe 

staves and horns for the cutlery trade. 2 In September 1736, Richard 

Dalton advised one of his agents at Hull: - 

t... the iron trade mighty dull here at present if it does 

not amend soon 'twill not be worth following., 3 

In January 1738, Dalton received a large parcel of stag horns, for- 

warded by water from Hull to Aldwark and then brought by land carri- 

age, However trade was bad, and cash scarce, so that Dalton had 

difficulty in settling accounts with the Hull merchants with whom 

he dealt. In March 1738, he complained to his factor Samuel Mould: - 

'... the Horns lay by me yet unsold Trade is so very bad here at 
1. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Sheffield). 609515. Letter dated 22 May 1738. 

2. Hopkinsong'Daltonlg p. 16. Having served his apprenticeship with 
the Hull merchant house of James Mould, Richard Dalton worked in 

the firm of his relatives at Bawtry, the Dawson family business of 
timber and metal importers. In June 1735, Dalton moved to 

Sheffieldq setting up as an importer of deals, wainscOtt boardsq 

iron, German steel. Hamburg pipe staves, horntGerman linen and Dutch 

oats. 

3. Hopkinsont'Daltont, P. 18. 
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present that the workmen dare not venture in them ... I have been 

obliged to take near Z40 worth of Scyths for an Iron Debt which I 

was a little afraid of. Pray could you dispose of any they ... 

are as good as can be made. I can deliver thom at Hull for 23S per 

dozen. ' 1 

It seems that the Sheffield cutlers were still sending most of their 

goods to London for disposal either by land carriage or the coasting 

trade, and that the south Yorkshire merchants had not yet established 

agencies either in the capital or on the continont. 
2 Dalton urged 

his Hull factor to establish a foreign correspondence, as one means 

of reviving trade in horn hafted knives: - 

'that Branch of Trade being so very dull at present doe you think it 

is not possible to find a market for Stagg Haft knives abroad it 

would help us a deal in that Article as I could by that means obtain 

some Influence over them that work therein .. 013 

Despite efforts over a number of years to build up a return trade 

in cutlery with the Dutch and Scandinavian concerns which supplied 

him, Dalton failed to establish a regular correspondence, although 

he maintained a successful trade with several Hull merchants in edge 
4 tools, frying pans, nails and spades. Dalton also acted as agent 

at different times for some of the leading merchant houses in Hull - 

the Mould, Edge and Sykes families - buying lead for them in the 

1. Bagshawe MSS. (John Rylands Library) B/5/4/1. 

2. Lloyd, P-329. 
3. Bagshaive MSS- B/5/4/1. 

4. Hopkinson, tDaltont, P. 18. 
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market at Chesterfield, and arranging for carriage to Hull either by 

the Don route or the Trent-Idle axis. 

Table 4. Charges on a Fodder of Lead when sold at Hull 1 

(8 Pigs or 16 pieces being computed a Fodder) 

It d 
Freight, lock dues &c. to Thorne 4 10 
Freight from Thorne to Hull 28 
Woolhouse dues at Hull 14 
Commission 16 

10 4 

The business correspondence of Dalton shows clearly the state of 

the Don Navigation$ and 

route was often used. 

transhipped at Fishlake 

to Aldwark, whence they 

One keelmaster at least 

and Aldwark as early as 

'there is one Blackburn 

with goods if he's with 

provides evidence that the Stockwith-Bawtry 

Goods forwarded by water from Hull would be 

or Thorne and then sent in smaller vessels 

would complete the journey by land carriage. 

was conveying goods directly between Hull 

1738, Dalton advising his Hull agent that: - 

a keelman who comes directly up to Aldivark 

you pray send the Iron and wainscott by 

him .** 12 

Communications on the Don - particularly in midsummer - were often 

hanpered by water shortage, and Dalton's goods had to be diverted to 

Bawtry at certain times of the year during 173791740,1741,1743,1745 

and 1747.3 The maintenance of the Navigation might also cause 

delays. For example, in July 17409 Dalton advised James Mould of 

Hull: - 

the deals, steel and iron is not yet got up which is occasioned 

Bagshawe MSS. B/5/4/2. 

2. Bagshawe MSS. B/5/4/1- 

3. Hopkinson, 'Daltontl p. 17. 
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by some of the Cutts being cleansed and the long Drought wee have had 

our River being very scant of water which is the reason I desired you 

would buy and send me by way of Bawtry. ' 

If water carriage to the inland ports was sometimes difficult in 

summer, land carriage on the kemaining stretch of the routes was both 

hazardous and expensive during the winter months. In 1735, Dalton 

complained that: - 

'the Wainscott I have ordered will be to get home when the Roads are 

bad which will be a great Inconvenience to me as well as more charge 

**. for wee have part Land Carriage and the Carters All have more 

wages when the Roads are bad. ' 2 

In November, Dalton informed his correspondent in Amsterdam from whom 

he had purchased the wainscott boards that he could not assess their 

quality: - 

thaving got but very . few of them home and don't expect any more of 

them this Winter the Roads are grown so bad. #3 

In November 1740, Dalton advised James Mould of Hull: - 

'I desire you will send me no more Deals until you hear further from 

me for they will come very heavily up now as wee have near five miles 

Land Carriage most of it as bad Road in Winter as any in England 

besides wee pay half as much more Winter Carriage than summer which 

will come to a deal of money., 
4 

Defects on the waterway, and dependence on Fishlake and Thorne as 
1. Bagshawe MSS. B/5/4/1. 

2. loc. cit. 
3. loc-cit. 
4.. loc-cit. 

546 



transhipment ports which were not subject to river tolls, prompted 

the Don undertakers and lessees to seek additional Parliamentary 

authority. 

(ix)EFFORTS TO REALISE AND TO EXTEND MARKET POTENTIALS, - 

It has-already been noticed that families living ahd, opýrati , ng 

at one or other of the inland ports of the region sometimes combined 

the activities of surveyorsp carpentersl masons, contractors, tradej 

shipbuilding, and the leasing of inland navigations. 
1 The early 

history of the Don Navigation provides some evidence of the activities 

of Richard Ellison of Almholme and Thorne, a-timber merchant, surveyor, 

contractor, and subsequently one of the leading inland navigation 

lessees in the Humber-Ouse-Trent region, who sought to extend control 

over several waterways. 

The purchases of timber made by Ellison, as revealed by numerous 

indentures of sale extend throughoutthe third and fourth decades of 
2 the eighteenth century. For example, in 1? 24 Ellison bought 1,? 47 

oak and ash trees in Balne, together with the bark, ramal and cord- 

wood from Charles Savile of Methley for Z1,300-5 In i7290 he p'ur- 

chased from Daniel Baker 39057 oak trees in Streethorpshaw and Fen- 

vvick, together vrith the barkq ramal and cordwood for C, 11500l an 

agreement which included the liberty to burn charcoal until-ýarch 

1731.4 In 1734, Ellison offered E370 for a parcel of Lord irwints 

1. Supra, p. 447, 
2- In 1721, the corporation of Doncaster ordered that their storrard: - 

? do give notice to ... Ellison of Thorne ... Fretwell and others 
concerned in buying wood Sf three trees folled in Hunster Wood to 
be sold to the highest bidder. ' Doncastor Recordsp IV, 600. 

3. Mexborough MSS. (unsorted). 

4. Mellish TISS. 73/12.547 



wood at Hatfield,, ' In March 1734t he was purchasing timber from Sir 

Bryan Cooke of Wheatley: - 

I... which I could not well refuse him of doingg as I've bought all 

the Timber that family has sold since I dealt. ' 2 

In addition to sending timber down the Don, Ellison also used the 

Idle-Trent route. An invoice of 1737 reveals Ellison's dealings with 

the Kiveton estate of the Duke of Leeds: - 

'Richard Ellison Dr: Sd 

To 6 Trees in Anstone Stones 427 foot 0 16d. 

His Grace paying carriage to Bawtry 28 94 

To 65 tons 3 ft crooked wood @ 20s per ton... 

Ellison paying carriage to the Water 65 16 

To 8 ton 8-1 Crooked wood @ 20s 843 

To his payment by Articles due Candlemas 1737 700 00 

801 15 13 

Richard Mlison's principal markets for the sale of timber were the 

North-East coalfields and the shipbuilding yards at Whitby and 

Stockton, As in other contemporary dealings, payments were usually 

made by using bills of exchange. In 1729, Ellison advised Charles 

Savile of Methley from whom he had purchased timber: - 

'I've this post received a Bill from Whitby for 9100 payable at New- 

castle which I've sent to Liddell's agent who transacts all-my- 

business for-me there ... to receive and send me a London billfor-, 

1. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr-14- 

2. -Mexborough MSS. (unsorted). 

3. Leeds MSS. Box 35. 
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the same value which I will send you as soon as ever I receive it. " 

In October 1733, Ellison apologised to Savile for not visiting him 

in persons because he was unable to leave Thorne: - 

'I've some Whitby men here to buy timber-' 2 

In the months preceding the passing of the Act to extend the 

navigation of the river Don to Tinsleyq Ellison was purchasing pro- 
3 

perty in Doncasterp including a kilnhouse and tanyards. In the 

following year he attended the House of Commons committee with Joseph 

Atkinson to give evidence in favour of the Bill for improving the Don 

between Holmstile and Wilsick House. 4 Ellison became a subscriber of 

the Don undertakingg and played a major part in the efforts to obtain 

further statutory authority in the following years. During the 

1730's scarcely a year passed without Richard Ellison appearing to 

support Bills to improve the Don, or to express apprehension about 

efforts to improve the Ouse which might include Goole within the 

authority of the York trustees. It was almost certainly Ellison 

who-prompted Colonel Liddell to give support to the abortive Don 

Bill of 1731. The following year he was again in London in order 

to scrutinise the proceedings of the Ouse trustees: - 

'the Bill for the improving the Navigation of the River Ouse is now 

depending in the House of Commons, which the Proprietors of the 

1. Mexborough MSS (unsorted). 

2. loc. cit. When at Whitby, Ellison stayed with John Pennittsq ship- 

carpenter. 
3. In May 1725P Ellison entered a joint lease with Thomas Cooper - 

referred to sometimes as 'mariner' and at other times as 1whar- 

finger' and Thomas France, a Doncaster butcher concerning a kiln- 

house and tanyards in Doncaster. W. R. D. w/36/42. 

4. Suprap P- 538.549 



Navigation of the River Dun were 

them if they should extend their 

The undertakers of the river Don 

authority over the lower reaches 

subject to tolls imposed by the 

The Don undertakers were not 

aprehensive would be prejudicial ýfor 

power to Goole. 1 1 

were anxious because they had no 

of the waterway and might become 
0 

Duse trustees. 

satisfied with the Act of 1733P 

which had sanctioned the amalgamation of the Sheffield and Doncaster 

bodies, but had not added to their authority below Vjilsick House. 

Richard Ellison was eager to improve the facilities for the transport 

of timber, and was possibly concerned to extend the market for coal 

from south Yorkshire. Such factors form the background to one of 

the most curious inland navigation schemes of the period. 

The improvement of river navigation above York, and its extension 

to Richmond on the Swale, and to Ripon on the Ure had probably been 

contemplated some years before Ellison decided to promote a Bill in 

Parliament for that purpose. In 1699, Thomas Surbey - having com- 

pleted his survey of the Ouse - had viewed a stretch of the upper 

Ouse or Ure for William Aislabie of Ripon. 2 In 1725, William Palmer 

and his partners had made a survey of the Ure and Ouse from York to 

Ripon, although this was probably in connection with the Ouse Bill 

of 1727, rather than a serious attempt to extend the waterway. 
3 

Above York, navigation was possible as high as Milby, near 
1. Mexborough MSS. (unsorted). Ellison to Charles Savilev 13 March 1732. 

2. Duckham (1967), P-55- 

3. N. R. A. O. ZAG-310- 
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Boroughbridge for vessels of a burthen of twenty tons, although at 

some times of the year boats could not be fully loaded because the 

draught of water was insufficient. In 1736, Richard Ellison made 

two surveys as a basis for proposals to further improve and extend 

river navigation within the region. As far as the river Don was 

concerned, Ellison and the other undertakers wanted to improve the 

waterway between Wilsick House and Sykehouso Ferry by maling cuts 

to avoid the shallows at Bramwith and Stainforth which had caused 

repeated delays to navigation. 
' Such : proposals were likely to 

arouse great hostility from the riparian interest, and furthor 

opposition was soon forthcoming from r3llisonls secozld prol)os,. ý. ls. The 

Thorne timber merchant and surveyor had made a survey of the Ouse 

2 
above York and of the river Swale , and a Bill was prepared for the 

development of two stretches of navigation, nanelys the'Don and the 

Ouse and Swale, which were separated by no less than forty miles of 

waterway under the control of the Ouse trustees. 

Although the initiative for the scheme had come from the Don 

undertakers, the petition seeking leave to bring in a Bill did not 

come from south Yorkshire but from several traders of the city of 

York. This i,, as presented to the House of Oom-ons on 26 January 1736, 

and set out that in order to open trade between the Ouse and Swale 

and the towns of Doncaster, Rotherhams and Sheffield it would be 

necessary to improve the former rivers between St. Mary's Gateý York 

and Richmondt and to improve the navigation of the river Don between 

Wilsick House and Sykehouse Ferry. 3 The origin of this petition is 
1. H. of C. Journals, XXII, 54?. 

2. N. R. A. 0. ZAG-310- 

3. H. Of C- ýLOurnalss XXII, 526- 
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suspect, and was probably the work of Ellison, Certainly this was 

the view taken by the city corporation of York. Thus the Recorder 

was reimbursed: - 

'for drawing a Petition and remonstrance to the York members 

and reasons against Mr Ellison's Bill together with affidavits of 

facts of said Ellison's obteyning his petition. 11 

The petition was referred to a committee for consideration, and 

reported back to the House on 4 February. The speed with which the 

work of the committee was carried out1was no doubt possiblegsince the 

scheme had been promoted without prior warning for the riparian 

proprietors of south Yorkshire. Ellison had informed the committee 

that the scheme was practicable and alleged that large quantities of 

goods were carried by land from Sheffield to Boroughbridge at 50-8 

per ton, which by water would be reduced to 10S per ton. Having 

heard the Report, the House agreed that a Bill might be brought in 

for the improvement of the Ouse and Swale to Moreton Bridge and for 

the improvement of the Don between Wilsick House and Sykehouse Ferry. 

Although a petition was presented from several landowners in the 

Boroughbridge district in its favour, the Bill never, got beyond, the 

first reading. 
2 

In the following Parliamentary session, Ellison renewed his 

efforts. He estimated that the total cost of improving the naviga- 

tion to Milby, and of extending the waterway to Richmond would amount 

1. GusdýNavlgaýtiqn MSS. M. 2. and M. 6. 

2. Willan (1965)v P-33. 
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to Z24,0000 the distance being 68 miles. Lock dues between York 

and Richmond would amount to 9s LId per ton, and the freight proposed 

on that stretch was 4. a per ton. 1 Opposition to the scheme may be 

considered under four main aspects: firstly, the estimates produced 

by Ellison were the subject of much criticisn; secondly, many of the 

landowners and traders affected were suspicious of the promoter's 

motives; thirdly, several of the riparian proprietors were anprehen- 

sive of flooding; and fourthly, there was the usual assumntion that 

any modification in prevailing patterns of trade could only occur at 

the expence of other conmunities. 

The estimates made by Ellison and the practicability of his 

proposals were matters for inquisition by those who opposed the 

improvement and extension of navigation. For example, the estimate 

of S5,000 as the cost of improving the stretch between York and 

Milby was criticised by Richard Wells, the wharfinger at the higher 

port, who claimed that it might be carried out for t5OOp and that if 

flat bottomed boats were used on that stretch, navigation would be 

possible at all times of the year for vessels carrying fifteen tons, 

without the need for improvement. Villiam. Aislabie, one of the 

M. P. 's for Ripon concluded that Wells had: - 

'navigated the river so long and having no Interest in this matter, 

at least not this way (above Milby) should be a tolorable Judge ... 

I dare say all Ellisonts computations are in the same degree of 

truth, exactness and honesty many of which I could ]2roveto be so., 
2 

1. Vyner MSS - 5642 - 
2. Vyner MSS - 5642. 
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Opponents of Ellison's projected navigation considered that the 

Thorne timber merchant was motivated by the e. -o. )ectation of private 

gain rather than public benefit. Lionel Smelt, the proprietor of an 

estate at Moreton Bridge, suggested to Willian Aislabie one possible 

motive of Ellison's activities: - 

'I conclude that there is some job at the bottom of it ... am 

informed that he purchased a great quantity of wood not far from the 

Swale; so that if he shoud make a Bubble of it by selling of shares, 

and getting his wood off at his own pricel it would do his Business, 

whether the Thing succeeded or not, but it woud be very hard that 

Gentlemen shall suffer in their Propertys by such projects as these. ' 1 

Riparian interests employed an argument which was used by the 
I 

opponents of other inland navigations of the period, namely, that 

they had not been consulted. It was argued that if fresh cuts were 

made in the river, pastureland would be divided; that the Swale was 

liable to inundations; and that the locks which were requisite to 

effect the navigation would make the river flood much more; and that 

horses used for haling would break down the banks. Some landoimers 

were convinced that they had been duped and imposed upon by Ellison 

- who had some doubts himself about the practicability of a navigation 

1. Vyner MSS - 5642. Ellison estimated that the eight miles between 

York and Monkton would cost P, 5,000 to improve, with lock dues of 

6d per ton or 11 per firkin; that the 44 miles between Monkton 

and Moreton Bridge would cost Z9,000 to improve, with lock dues of 

Lýa' 10d per ton; and that the 16 miles between Moreton Bridge and 

Richmond would cost L10,000 to improve, with lock dues of 4S per 

ton. Although Smelt opposed Ellison's scheme of a navigation to 

Richmond, he was not unwilling that Moreton Bridge should be the 
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between Catterick Bridge and Richmond - while publicly claiming that 

it might be effected. 
1 

Landowners were also anxious that their long established markets 

should not be exposed to competition from other areas. Many expressed 

apprehension about the possible effect on rents from an increase in 

intra-regional trade in grain. It was argued that: - 

'as land is much cheaper in Holderness and Lincolnshire and some 

parts the wolds than with us, corn will be brought from Hull and 

other places to Richmond and lower the prices of our corn though at 

first (this) will fall upon the tenants but after will fall upon the 

landlord. ' 2 

Arguments employed against Ellison's scheme provide further 

evidence that the agrarian and mining communities of Swaledale were 

dependent unon the land route to Yarm and Stockton, and were reluct- 

ant to acquiesce to the diversion of trade to the south, even if the 

new route was a water one. In the Swale valley between Moreton 

Bridge and Richmond the main traffic in agricultural products was in 

cattle and grain, the former of which could not be carried by waters 

while the latter found a market in Stockton. One landowner alleged 

that: - 

1. Vyner MSS. 56429 One landowner, --- Grow claimed that Ellison had 

not informed him of the scheme: - Itho by his design and draught, 
he proposed to make a new cut of no less than four miles long thro 
the heart of his estate. ' Lionel Smelt ex-pressod similar surprise 
that Ellison: - Ishoud not come... to talk with me about it ... 
for if he had any proposals to Indemnify me they ought to have 
been settled ... before the Bill was moved for. t 

2. Vyner IISS- 5642. 
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'corn gives a better price with us than in most other parts of York- 

shire by reason of our neighbourhood to Stockton and those places 

from whence it is exported. ' 

It was asserted that since the portýof Yarm. was only eight miles from 

Northallerton, and only thirteen miles from Richmond: - 

'what occasion is there for Swale to be made navagable either to 

Moreton Bridge or Richmond, when by , . ý. Ellison's mapq Richmond by 

water is six, ty-eight miles from York, besides the aditionall distance 

from York to Hull. ' 1 

It was argued that if trade was diverted to the south, many small 

farmers in Richmondshire - paying annual rents of ClO to L20 - who 

supplemented their income by carrying lead, butter, and other things 

to Yarm, and by bringing goods from the Toes port to Bedale, Masham, 

Askrig, Richmond and other places would be ruined. From this 

assumption it was argued that the extension of navigation would lead 

to a fall in rents: - 

'if the Swale be made navagable to Moreton Bridge or Richmond will 

ruin hundreds of familys besides lessning rents of those small farms 

by four pounds in each twenty, for those small farms is imployed in 

keeping horses for carrying lead, butter and merchant goods and 

giveth better prices by above four pounds in each twenty than any 

grazier or farmer can afford. ' 2 

The rates for freight and lock dues which Ellison calculated to 

be necessary between York and Richmond, in addition to a freight of 
1. Vyner MSS. 5642. 

2. Vyner MSS- 5642.556 



3s per ton between York and Hull, and 2s 6d lock dues on the lower 

Ouse for lead and other goods meant that the cost of water carriage 

from the North Riding to the Humber port would amount to about 

18s 10d per ton. This compared very favourably with the prevailing 

land carriage rates between Richmond and Stockton - the principal 

port for the North Riding - which amounted to about 40-s per ton. 1 

Nevertheless, attempts were made to refute arguments that the 

reduction of carriage rates would be generally beneficial. A compar- 

ison was made with other inland navigations within the region - 

particularly the Aire and Calder Navigation - it being alleged that: - 

'the Proprietors of Locks will allow ... no more profit than just 

what is sufficient to tempt us rather to employ them, than fetch or 

carry our wares by land; a penny in a shilling may perhaps be thought 

enough for that purpose. ' 

It was stressed that some merchants miGht benefit from an extension 

or improvement of the waterway, but that: - 

'the effect of Saving will not reach the consumer (save in very gross 

wares) ... suppose in sugars that 5s 2d be saved in the carriage 

of 2, bOO pound weight ... what abatement will the poor consumer have 

in his pound of sugar of 4d price. ' 2 

The Bill which the Don undertakers promoted in 1737 did not in- 

clude the Ouse and Swale scheme. Even before the Don Company's 

petition was presented, Miliam Kslabie was able to inform his 

constituents in Ripon that Ellison's scheme: - 
1. Vyner MSS. This seems very high, amounting to 32d a ton-mile. 

2. Vyner MSS. 
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'is now at an end at least for this year, and I am confident for ever 

up to Richmond. ' 1 

As in 1731 and 1736, the Don undertakers failed in their efforts to 

secure statutory powers which would have enabled them to deal with 

the fords and shallows at Stainforth and Bramwith, and the bridges 

over the Dutch River and to extend their authority below relilcick 

2 House. 

In 1737t the Don Navigation was leased to'Henry troadhead, Francis 

Cripps of Doncaster and Richard Ellison for seven years from 1738, at 

a rent of F, 1,200 per annum, and for a further ceven years at a rent 

of ýU, 500 per annum, the lessees agreeing to -Iony 5 per cent on all 

money spent on the Navigation during the first seven years, and 6ý 

per cent on money spent during the term of the renered, lease, although 

the Company accepted full responsibility for, the maintenance of the 

bridges. 3 

1. Vyner 14SS 5642. Ellison's activities prompted several traders at 
Ripon, besides the Corporation to consider the prospects of ox- 
tending navigation to the town. The estimated cost was E2,624, 

and the works proposed included a 550 yard cut at Borouehbridge. 

Calculations were also made of the volume of goods which were 
brought to Ripon by land, from which it was estimated that the 

navigation might yield F, 242 per annum, on s tonnage of 31600 

chaldron of line, coal and cinders; 16,000 firkins of butter; and 
960 tons of groceries, lbado iron, raff and potatoes, The Ripon 

interests suggested to Willian Aislabie that he should become the 

sole undertaker, but the Ripon M. P. advised them against proceed- 
ing with the project. 

2. Willan (1965), pi33. The cost of the promotion which failed was 

, 368 Os 10d. C 
3. Willan (1965), P. 34. 
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Despite the failures of 1736 and 1737) Ellicon seems to have 

contemplated the promotion of a new Bill for the Ouse and Swale in 

1738, for in February the trustees for the Ouse agreed to petition 

the House of Commons against any attempt: - 

'for making the River Ouse from St. Marygate upwards and the River 

Swale Navigable so far as relates to the Ouse as far as Swale mouth. ' 

William Aislabie summed up the difficulties which faced Ellison in 

attempting to secure Parliamentary authority for his schome: - 

'in the Middle part for four miles he hath nothing to do with the 

Swale$ and with the further end the River is in other hands. ' 

In 1740, the Don Company renewed their efforts to extend their 

control below Wilsick House and to carry out major improvements Or' 

the lower stretch of the waterway. Jospeh Steer, the treasurer and 

Richard Ellison were deputed to solicit the requisite Bill through 

Parliament, and gave evidence to the House of Commons committee 

appointed to consider the petition of the Don Company. Steer claimed 

that L24,750 had been laid out in making the Don navigable between 

Rotherham and Wilsick Houset besides two years income which he 

computed at L900 per annum. Below Wilsick House there had occurred 

numerous delays on the stretch of the waterway to Fishlake, the 

highest transhipment port, so that the factors of Sheffield had 

sometimes carried goods by land and put then on board below Stain- 

forth shallows, where - in dry seasons - there was not more than 

1. Ouse Navigation IMS. M. 6. 

2. Vyner MSS- 5642. 
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eight or nine inches of water for vessels of some twenty tons burthen 

and drawing between 28 and 38 inches of water. Although in except- 

ionally high tides vessels of forty tons burthen sometimes came up 

as far as Stainfortht it was deposed that: - 

'it is usual for Vessels of 40 Ton to sail constantly from below 

Fishlock to Hull in Spring Tides. 1 

Steer also informed the committee that the road which the Company 

repaired beti7een Sheffield and Tinsley was in very bad condition, 

particularly in winter. 

Ellison confirmed the evidence given by Steer, and estimated that it 

would cost L3,750 to carry out the requisite works below Wilsick 

House. Having heard the Report of the Committee, the House of 

Commons agreed that a Bill might be brought in. 

Petitions in favour of the Bill were presented from the corpora- 

tion of Lincoln and several traders of that cityt from the ship- 

builders and shipmasters of Whitby, from several traders and keelmen 

using the Don, from the Company of Cutlers of Sheffield, and from 

the corporations of Derby and Nottingham. 

Opposing petitions expressed apprehension about the imposition of 

additional duties below Wilsick House and about the activities of the 

1. Willan (1965)t P-36. Steer did not estimate the tonnage of goods 

carried but maintained that: - 'duty thereof amounted to about -C900 

per annum and that the Navigation never exceeded that sun while 

the same was in the Proprietors hands. ' Ellison declarod that. 

'ever since the River was leased, the same Duty, has been taken by 

the Lessees, as by the Company of the Proprietors of the Navigation. 1 

2. H. of C. Journals, YMII, 456,483. 
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lessees. They were presented from the city of York, from the cor- 

poration of Hull and the Trinity House at the port, and from the 

Ouse trustees, the latter claiming that if the Bill passed, the Don 

waterway would take up a larger volume of tidal viater at their 

expense. A petition from Gainsboroug4 claimed that large quantities 

of coal were carried down the Don to the Trent port, but that the 

passing of the Bill would: - 

'in effect give to the Proprietors, or the Farmers under thoms who 

are already possessed of several Boatsj a Power to monopolice the 

Navigation ... contrary to the intention of the Acts ... to make 

it a free River. ' 

The Act which was passed in 1740 empoworod the Company of Pro- 

prietors of the River Don to improve the navigation of the waterway 

between Wilsick House and Fishlake Ferryq but the means by which this 

should be effected were closely prescribed, as in the Acts of 1726 

and 1727, while much of the local rivcr traffic was exemptod from, 

the payment of the small additional tolls. 2 

Having failed in his efforts to improve the Ouse and Swalej 

Richard Ellison turned his attention to other waterways within the 

region, 

THE LINCOLNSHIRE" FOSSDYKE 

Of all the navigations within the Humber-Ouse-Trent system, the 

one leased by Richard Ellison in 1740 seemed to offer the lepast 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 455,456o458,461,46?. A petition from 

several Doncast . er traders claimed that if the Bill passed, the 

additional duties would be imposed in a discriminating way. 
2. Willan (1965), P-36.561 



prospects of an early profitable return. Tolls paid on goods passine 

along the Lincolnshire Fossdyke for the Years 1? 14-24 inclucivo and 

for 1732-3? inclusive contributed to a total of gross rece. tDts of 

C1,846. After deductions for the naintenanco of the waterway, the 

net receipt amounted to an average of -01)out F, 50 per annum. In 1? 15, 

the lareest vessel passing along the Forsdylle. carried only 18 tons; 

a quarter of a century later it seems that the Foasdyko was used by 

vessels of five tons burthen, draving only 18 inches water. 
1 By 

1? 37, John Durance - one of the principal merchants and shippers 
2 

using the Fossdyke - owed C108 in arrears of tolls for five years . 

Although the decline in annual gross receipts fron, an-average of 

C130 for the years 1? 14-24 inclusive to Z108 per annum for the years 

1732-37 probably reflects the condition of the Fossdyke rather than 

general economic conditionsq the fourth decade of the eighteenth 
t 

century was marked by difficulties for the agrarian economy of 
3 Lincolnshire, and possibly by demographic decline. Visitors to 

I 
Lincoln were unimpressed: - 

'the town is large-but decaying, have neither bowling groon nor 

Assembly house. 14 

Having decided to seek an undertaker to improve the Fossdyke, the 

comnon council of Lincoln looked to interests concerned in the rivers 

and inland ports of the West Riding, vrith which there were regular 
1. Hill (1966), PP-308-9. 
2. Willan (1936)o P-130. 
3. Deane and Colej P-103. 
4. *Letters of J. A. Lord Harley described Lincoln in 1723, notinC 

that: - 'ruin andýdesolation appears everywhere through thic city. ' 

Hict. TASS. Comm. o Portland VI, 86. 
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trade links, wool, corn, ale and pitprops being sent to the Crowing 

industrial conmunities of west and south Yorkshire in return for coal 

which the cityls merchants distributed to distont parts of the county. 
1 

In 1739, Ellison inspected the Fosedyko and commenced noCotiations 

with the common council of Lincoln over the terms on which he might 

lease the waterway and undertake improvements. It i-, as agreed that 0 

the Thorne surveyor should provide and maintain a navigable channel 

of 3 feet 6 inches depth, which he estimated would cost Z3,000 to 

effect. On 18 September 1740, the two-thirds of the city's share in 

the Fossdyke was granted to Ellison by lease for 999 years at a rent 

of Z50 per annums in return for which he was Granted two-thirds of the 

tolls. The remaining one-third of the navigation, which had been 

assigned to Samuel Fortrey in 1672, had subsequently bocome vested in 

Robert Peart, who had mortgaged his interest to James Humberston for 

F, 750. In 1740, Ellison entered into a lease with Humberston for the 

remaining part of the navigation and tolls at an annual rent of S, -'. 2r,, 

By 1743, work on the Fossdyke had already cost t3,000 and w. -s far 

fron being finished. It seeno that Ellison had agreed to surrly the 

city of Lincoln with coal at the rate of 13., q,. per ton, and this nay 

have been a major factor in the decision of rMlison to lease the water- 

way, enabling him to extend the market for south Yorkshire coal. 
2 In 

the four years before his-death in 1743) Ellison also acted as 

surveyor and engineer to the Court of Scrers at Doncaster. He was 

succeeded by his son, Richard who continued to control the Foscdyke 

until his death in 1792.3 

1. Hill (1966)sp. 126. 
2. Hill (1966), P. 127. 
3. Hill (1966), P. 130.563 



(xi) THE YORKSHIRE' OUSE 

The main purpose of the Ouse Acts of 1727 and 1732 was to permit 

improvements in the navigation of the river$ about which numerous 

complaints had been received for more than a century. Extant records 

on the promotion of the Act of 1? 2? are scantyq but it soems not 

unlikely that the timing of the scheme was partlý determined by the 

strenuous efforts which were taking place to secure statutory autho- 

rity for neighbouring waterways, Certainly, the city corporation 

were apprehensive of any scheme which-seemed likely to driw tides 

away from the Ouse. There is little evidence to surgest that viCorous 

changes were taking place in the Vale of York either in the years 

leading up to the passing of the Act, or indeed in the two decades 

afterwards. 
1 Nevertheless, there was a notable improvement in the 

butter trade, following an Act which York corporation had securnd in 

1722 for the better regulation of their market. In tho years which 

followedo York was achieving a reputation for carefully'inspected 

butter. 2 

I. In 1705, York was described as: - 'a place capable of rreat improve- 

ments, for the River Owse might easily be made navigable, which 

. 
would soon render it a very flourishing City; Every thing is cheap 

about it, so that they have an opportunity of making their Manufac- 

tures at low rates, But the people are so lazy, that they loose 

all these advantages of Art and nature, and Hull, a Seaport Town 

about 50 miles distant, grows rich upon their Ruine$ Horever they 

are to be commended for their excellent Causewaysq leading to the 

City, which are kept in very good repair for some miles round. .. 
Joseph TMlor', p. 66. 

2. V. C. H. York, p. 220. 
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The Ouse Act of 1727 plC--cý, d the management of the river in the 

hands of a number of trustees who v; ere members or officials of the 

city corporationg and a numerous body of landed propriotors viere 

made commissioners. Amongst other powers given was that of deepen- 

ing and straightening the course of the river. 
1 Although William 

Palmer had made the survey and was appointed engineer, several other 

surveyors and engineers were consulted. It scene that about r-5,000 

had been spent on improvements by the early 1730's, tho surveyors 

consulted including Captain John Perry, Willian, Stephenson and Richard 

Harland. 2 The efforts made in the following years suCgest that 

little had been accomplished before the passing of the second Act in 

1732. 

Three principal methods were considered to improve naviCation, 

namely, the making of new cuts to avoid shoals and bends; the acour- 

ing of the river bed; and the construction of a lock and dam. The 

means adopted at any one time depended partly on the engineer on the 

spot, but mainly on the expense involved. In December 1732, a 

committee appointed by-the trustees reportod that a cut at Kelfield - 

the estimated cost of which was 92,433 - would prove most benoficial 

in the improvement of the waterway. It was maintained that such a 

cut would enable the tides to flow higher at York, would by-pass 

shoals between Kelfield and Cawood, and would enable the trustees to 

collect dues from vessels trading up the river Wharfe. Although the 

trustees agreed that steps should be t, -J-, en for purchasing and on- 

Clarke, OP-cit., P-75. 
2. Duc; '!, ham (1967), chapter 4* ý65 



closing ground for the cut, nothing more was heard of the scheme for 

some years, 
1 

William Palmer had proposed to the committoe that a lock and Q am 

might be erected, andt in Juno 1733t the lcoal opinion of the Pecordcr 

ras sought as to whether the trustees were emporered to take such 

measures under the Acts of 1727 and 1732. The- care of the trzisteer, 

set out that: - 

'much noncy has been laid out so as to keep the water ass high as 

possible, but that this method has not proved sufficient ,.. cnn 

York erect a Lock and Dam on the Ouse within their orn Jurisdiction 

or what prosecution will they be liable to if no Damage be done the 

landowners aboveV 

The Recorder considered that the Trustees had no pover to obstruct 

the navigation of the Ouset and, although there was come suggostion 

that further statutory powers might be obtained, the idect ras aban- 

doned. 2 

Cuts being considered too expensive, and locks and dams outside 

their statutory authority, the Trustees reverted to the cleansing of 

the existing channel of the river. In April 1733, Palmer i,., as 

instructed to go to Yarmouth: - 

'to view an Engine there for cleansing the bottom of a river without 

taking the water off in order to apprise him of the method used 

there that he may forme a proper method to cleanse the shoal between 

the Craine and Clementhorpe lane. 3 

1. Ouse Navigation MSS. M. 2. 

2, loc. cit. 
3. Duckham (1967),. chapter 4. 
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Other local surveyors and engineers were also approached. In 

June 1733, Palmer was instructed to consult his former partnorg 

Joseph Atkinson of Rawcliffel one of the lessees of the Aire and 

Calder Navigation: - 

'to give his opinion to the trustees what is proper to be done or 

undertaken for further improving the Ouse navigation. ' 

The engineer employed by the Don undertakers, John Smith, wns con- 

sulted, and was subsequently reimbursrd: - 

'for his trouble in viewing the Ouse and making a Report of the most 

probable method of improvement. ' 

Robert Wilkins, the engineer trorIzing on the improvement of Scarborourh 

harbour also surveyed the Ouse, and opined to Palmor thrat: - 

'the sholos or shalloxs night be r(, noved and that he roulc3 make modcls 

of the Engines necessary for 'that pur-por. e. 1 1 

After the death of Wilkins in 1734, the now engineer at Scarborough, 

--- Vincent was approached concerning an engine he was makinC: - 

'for the easier lifting great weights which might serve to lift gravel 

from the River Ouse. 12 

William Palmer, the first manager and engineer received an annual 

salary of C40, and it was his responsibility to draw up improvement 

plans, arrange for the purchase of raw materials and for the payment 

of the workmen. On the death of Palmer in 1737, Robert Walters was 

appointed at the reduced salary of L30 a year. The newly appointed 

engineer revived the scheme for Kelfield cut, but, once again there 

1. Ouse Navigation MSS. M. 2, 

2. loc. cit. 567 



was insufficient money available to proceed with the work. Instead 

the Trustees resolved to deepen the river. It seems that little had 

been accomplished in the way of technical improvement in the early 

years of the Ouse Navigation. 1 

(Xii) TRADE ON THE YORKSHIRE OUSE 

InýAugust 17279 the trustees laid before the commissioners the 

rates which had been previously charged for freight, in order that 

they might be confirmed or amended., Maximum freight from London to 

York was fixed at 14a per tong usually calculated on the basis of 

casks for the principal commodities carriedg namely, groceries, wine, 

tobacco, butter, hops, fruit; bales of linen; baskets of German spa 

water; all sorts of metal; all sorts of wood at forty feet per ton; 

corkwood; and items of furniture. Freight 'from York to London for 

tallow and hams was fixed at 7a 6d per ton; and firkins of butter 

were to pay 6d each. Freight, from Hull-to York also indicates the 

principal goods carried between the-two ports: flax and hemp at 6s 

per last; iron at 2s 6d per ton; single deals at 4s per hundred; 

tiles at 5. a per thousand; pipe staves at 15. E per thousand; chalk and 

fullers earth at 2s 6d per ton; and baskets of German spa water at 

2s each. 
2 

Unlike many-contemporary navigationsg the trustees did not act as 

carriers. Revenue for the maintenance and the improvement of the 

1. Ouse Navigation MSS., M. 2. Minute Book. 

2. Ouse Navigation MSS- M. l. Commissioners Book. 
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Ouse was derived largely from river tolls which the trustees were em- 

powered to levy above the mouth of the river Wharfe. The original 

tolls were fixed at 2s 6d per ton for groceries and wine; ls per 

ton for iron; and sixpence per ton for all other goods. By 17320 

it was apparent that the original scale of river tolls was not pro- 

ducing sufficient revenue to adequately maintain the navigation. In 

Januaryp the city corporation instructed the Recorder to draw up a 

petition to the House of Commons seeking leave to brine in a Bill 

for the regulation of the tolls. 1 In February, the new rates which 

the city and trustees - who functioned increasingly like a committee 

of the corporation - wished to impose were agreed upon, and a Bill 

was dravm up. 
2 Although the Bill passed without opposition, neigh- 

bouring Navigations kept a wary eye on the proceedings. 
3 

A comparison between the old. and new scales of tolls reveals that - 

as a result of the second Act - the rate for flax had been increased 

from sixpence to two shillings per ton; on butter the increase was 

75 per cent; but there were no alterations in the rates for groceries, 

wine, iront deals and coal. The largest increase was on salt, the 

tolls rising from 6d to 2s 6d per ton. Between 1734-38-inclusive, 

the amount raised in river tolls amounted to F, 39933 9. E ld at an 

annual average of IM6 13. a 10d, which represented an increase of 

25 per cent over, the total for 1733- 4 By 1738, the trustees had a 

credit balance of C19135 5.2 5A. 5 Yet it must be noted that the 

1. Ouse Navigation MSS. M. 2. Minute Bo; -k. 

2. loc. cit. 
3. Supra, P. 549. 

4. Ouse Navigation MSS. M. 2. Minute Book. 

5. loc-cit. 
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increase in revenue did not reflect a marked growth in the volume of 

goods carried. In 1728p approximately 20tOOO tons had been carried 

along the Ouse waterway, producing about V, 640 in tolls; ten years 

later some 18,250 tons of goods were carried producing, about P, 850 in 

tolls. 1 

Table 5. Tonnage and Duty on the River Ouse Npvigation 

(1) Tonnare 
Commodities IZ28 LMI =3 
Groceries 907 925 ls? 67 lj2ljý) 
Wine 1+16 366 216 308 
Iron 289 23ý 11 -3 

P09 18 
Salt 266 337 2750 P24 
Flax 170 134 11"ý 1ý01 Deals '; 34 6,90 764 
Coal 99 698 8)416 89 2ý-P, 8 

174.5 Butter(firkins) 420203 54j246 54,? 0'0 5792ý1 
Tallori, horns, lead) 
corn,, tin, ber, hay, ) 
flour, turves. 6sOO9 4,360 3)065 4,813 

(2) Duty/Revenue UM 
Connodities P:, SdLSdL0dC, Cd 
Groceries 113 76 115 13 0 158 76 155 13 7 
Ivine 52 00 45 15 4 27 6 10 38 10 0 
Iron 14 93 11 18 3930 10 96 
Salt 6 13 0886 28 15 0 28 00 
Flax 451370 11 7 10 20 1 `ý 6 
Deals 22 17 8 13 72 16 50 IC) 2 11 
Coal 242 90 210 80 206 90 218 12 6 
Butter 31 13 0 40 13 8 71 44 23ýý 14 3 
Tallow &c. 1ý0 4 108 18 11 76 12 4 

. 1-20 64 
637 19 55 "ý', 9 70-5- 10 10 ý, 4-9 12 0 

Too much must not be read into four con-plete year6 of tonnage 

fieures in a period of ten years, either in relation to the raterway 
1. Nevrby Hall MSS. NR 2451. 
2.. loc. cit. In 1733 and 1737, groceries included newspapers, drug,, -,, 

. and haberdashery. The revenue for tallovi &c. is calculated at the 

old rate-for 1733 and 1737. 
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or the communities it served. Neverthelessp when the revenue for a 

further four years are also considered$ certain tentative conclusions 

nay perhaps be drawn. Betwe6n 1731-38 inclusive, a total of 1ý59837 

2s 6d was raised from tolls, an annual average of C. 729 12s 10d. 1 

The. impression that there was little growth in the volume of goods 

carried along the waterway is strengthened when individual items are 

considered. 

Rising tolls and what seems to be an absence of growth in the 

communities of the Vale of York prompted vociferous complaints from 

the trading interests of York. At a meeting of the Merchantst 

Company on 2 October 1738, it was unanimously agreed that: - 

'the Act ... passed in the 10th year of the late King for making 

the River. Ouse more Navigable has not answertd the expence, endq or 

design of the said Act, but on the contrary by several years experi- 

ence, the heavy charge of Tonage upon Goods passing to and from this 

Citys by Water, has decreas'd our Cornerce, is a disadvantaCe to our 

Shiping, and a very great burthen, and hardship upon the generality 

of Traders which are most concern'd in water-carriaCe for their 
2 

Goods. ' 

The following month the Merchants' Conpany complained that the tonn- 

age ýuty vias a heavy burden, and the trustees agreed that half the 

duty 
ii 
should be taken off. 

3 Not satisfied vrith this, in December, a 

co=ittee representing the-merchants requested that the improvements 

l. -Ouse Navigation MSS. 11.2. Minute Book. 

2. Ne-wby Hall MISS. NH-2451A. Merchants Company Resolution about the 

Navigation. 

Ouse liavigation, 
-IISS. 

M. 2. Minute Book* 
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being carried out on the towing path at Acaster should be discontinued$ 

that tolls should be collected for another twelve months and should 

then lapse, and that the salaries of those concerned in the navigation 

should be reduced. The, trustees were petitioned by several citizens 

of York that river tolls might be respited. Having considered the 

evidence of keelowners and keelmasters, the trustees rejected the 

proposal that tonnage duty should be suspended, by trenty-two votes 

to, two. They agreed however, by twenty-one votes to three, that 

half the duty should be taken off. 
' 

As a result of this decision, river tolls in 1739 fell to 9487 

17P 8d, and the credit balance held by the trustees was reduced to 

-0197 14-s. Throughout the 1740's the annual tonnnge did not excood 

L500, and in only two years did it amount to over C450. 

To supplement the revenue from tolls, the trustees found it 

necessary to borrow several sums of money. For example, in April, 

1730, a year's interest at 4-,; per cent was paid on C-500 borrowed from 

Dr. Wintringham. Two years later, the trustees decided that the sum 

of P, 800 borrowed from 17intringham should be paid off in the following 

six months. The sums raised from tolls and by borrowing riore em- 

ployed in day to day administration and maintenance, 'in the payment 

of. interest, and in efforts to 'perfect' the viaterway. 
3 

Pe rhaps the best sumnary of the position of York at this time is 

1. Ouse Navigation MSS. M. 2. Minute Book. - Those examinod included 

Davison, owner of a coal keel, Thomas Girdlerl master of a 

-sixty ton vessel, and John Gillo manager of the waterworks. 
2. loc. cit. 

3., Ouse Navigation MSS. "M. 6. ' 
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that of a contemporary topographer: - 

'except some few wine merchants, the export of butter, and some small 

trifles not worth mentioning, there is no other trade carried on in 

the city of York at this day ... What has been, and is, the chief 

support of the city, at present, is the resort to and residence of 

several country gentlemen with their families in it. # 

As in other inland navigations of the region, coal Provided a najor 

source of income, amounting to approximately one third in the years 

1728,1731 and 1733, and to about one quartnr in 1737, by which timo 

butter had taken a slight lead as a source of revenue for the Ouse 

trustees. Butter was sent mainly to Ifull for transhi-!, oment to London 

or export to the Continent. By 1731, the city corporation were not 

prepared to lease the butter market to a vreighor and searcher for 

less than 960 per annum. 
2 Certainly the trustees must have found 

the growing trade in butter an invaluable source of revenue, 

In general, it is clear that traffic along the Ouce in the third 

and fourth decades of the eighteenth century - with the excention of 

the trade in butter - showed almost no signs of marked oconomic ox- 

Tandbu. In contrast, a growing volume of goods was passina along the 

Don and the Aire and Calder Navigations. 

(xiii)THE AIRI; AND CALDER 

After 1720, the fortune 

improved, dividends on the 

1. Drake, p. 240. 

2. V. C. H. York, p. 220# 

NAVIGATION c-1720 - C. 1740 

s of the Aire and Calder Navigation grnatly 

undertakers' capital of S26,700 risinfý from 
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six per cent to 12 per cent in the following twenty years. This ras 

mainly due to an increasing volume of trade on the rivers, which 

enabled the undertakers to lease the navigation at a much higher 

rent, rising from E1,600 per annum in 1? 16 to C3,200 per annum in 

1738. The receipts of the lessees for freight and lock dues rose 

from a total of F, 30,081 l5a 6d for the years 1724-28 inclusive to 

Z46092 13. a 10d for-, the years 1744-48 inclusive. The declared 

dz: ý-ýý of the lessees in tho same two poriods of five years rose 
1 from _P6,384 3. gj ld to t8,621 gs Od 

The lessees of the Navigation also took increasing, responsibility 

for the maintenance of the waterway. In 1719 the undortakcro alloved 

the lessees 9100 for stoppages at Cantleford and the rnpair of the 

mills there, on the condition that: - 

the Farners show the Treasurer all their Books concerning the 

profitts of the Navigation ... and that for the future no Sum. be 

allowed the farmers upon pretence of any promise from the Undertakers 

unless such promise be signed in writing. ' a 

Although the lessees assured the undertakers that the difference in 

monetary terms between their dividends and the gross receipts of the 

waterway was made up of rent, repairs and the wages paid to the keel- 

men, the latter viere not entirely satisfied that the navigation was 

being deliberately undervalued with a view to preventing a large 

increase in the rent. In November 1729, 'William Milner one of the 

1. Unwin, 'WN 21, pp. 19-20, quoting ACN 4/36 for the returns of 1724- 

28 inclusive; and Milner MSS. 65/11 for the returns of 1744-48 

inclusive. 

2. Unwin, 'ACN 20, pp. 19-20, quoting ACIT 113- 
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trustees for the Leeds undertakers sent to John Smyth one of the Wake- 

field trusteesý an abstract of the lessees' receipts and dividends 

over the previous five years: - 

'which amounts to something above C6,000 per annum, and their Divi- 

dends to about F, 1,276 per annum and the rest they make paid for Rent, 

Repairs, Wages to Boatmen &c., but I believe thore are come Ifisterys 

& Secrets which we were not let into, for I am verily persuaded that 

their profits have been considerably more than rul, 276 per annum much 

Good may it do them. ' 1 

The lessees, who were concerned in the day to day maintonnnce of 

the navigation, had to contend with problems which were common to 

many contenporary waterways. Thus at times of drought or frost, 

land carriage was regularly used fron, Leeds and Wakefield to Selby, 

Knottingley or Rawcliffe. 2 Serious interruptions to navigation also 

occurred at times when the undertakers and lessees disputed with 

riVarian millowners - particularly at Knottingley - over their res- 

pective uses of the waterway, the latter regarding it as a source of 

power rather than a channel of trade. At a meeting of the under- 

takers on 18 June 1730, the lessees complained: - 

'of the great Damages they sustain by the Owner of Knottingley Mills 

drawing his Clovis in Knottingley Dam, which Clovis are not necessary 

for the working of his Mills, whereby the boats in the Summer time 

1. AGN 4736. Letter dated 29 November 1729. The lcs-ýees were Joseph 

Atkinson, the Quaker carpenter and surveyor of Thorne, and John 

Burton, a retired London merchant who had tW. 4: en up his residence 

at Heath near Wakefield. 

2. The use of land carriage to Selby and Rawcliffe is apparent from 

numerous entries in the Temple Newsam estate accounts. 
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are stoptt in their passage at Brotherton Tom side. ' 

The undertakers agreed to contribute a60 as part of the cost of 

making weirs or hedges at Brotherton and below Castleford lock, which 

the lessees hoped might prnvent further delays in navigation. 
1 

The use of weirs and hedges to contract the channel of the river 

and raise the water level proved largely ineffective. In 1? 36, 

William Palner the York surveyor and engineer - and a partner of 

Atkinsonts in a number of undertakings - was requested: - 

'to view the River from the Confluonce of Air and Calder to Knotting- 

ley Dam and advise what works may be proper to be mado to prevent 

the Drawing of the water by the ownern of Knottingley Mills nnd 

Castleforth Mills. 0 

Palmer proposed that a new dam should be erected below Forrybridge, 

and a cut made through Brotherton Marsh: - 

'for the -passage of boats into Knottinglcy Lock to prevent the oii. rners 

of KnottinGley Mill' from drawing water so low as to -top the navi. ga- 

tiý6n below- Castle ford Dan. 

The suggested cut across Brotherton Marsh was vigorously o. pnosed by 

the inhabitants of KnottinGley, one factor militatinr, aCa-tnst the 

3 implementation of the schenre, More significant in its abandonment 

was the denise'of Palmer in 1? 37, following which a now plnn vas 

drav, m up for a hedge in the river above Knottingloy lock. 4 Despite 

1. ACN 1/3. The ovmer of Knottingley Mills was Arthur Tn,: *rnn, lR6-l? T3. 

2. Unviin, 'ACN 2t, p. 25, quoting AON 1/3. 

3. Knottingley at this time was clescribed as ta larSe placo consist- 

ing of near 600 familys. I Tem: )le Nowsan., TISS. TIT/KIT/, l"4. 

4. Unwin, 'ACIN 21, p. 25. It seems that Palmer died in 1737 see 

A3 'ION 4/10jý/2.576 



these efforts, complaints about the inadequacy of the watervirly 

continued. 

From, the early eihteenth century, Raricliffe - ftve rilc-s bolow 

Weeland, the statutory linit of the Aire and Caldor undortal-inp, - 

forned the lowest transhipment port for the nnviration. Goods riero 

sent dotn the rivers in lighters to Rai,,, cliffe, -and thcro transhipned 

into keels or larger veosols for Hull. This arrangenent ras not 

entirely to the liking of the lessees who found thensolves competing 

vrith other wharfingers, while the renewal of the lease on the wharf 

at Ravicliffe might be accompanied by complications and delays. In 

17290 when the lessees were finding difficulty in reneiring the lease 

of the warehouse and wharf from the proprietor, John Twictleton, it 

was suggested by the undertn3ters that an appropriate course of action 

would be the purchase of land at Rawcliffe at which an independent 

wharf might be established. The problems arising over the renewal 

of the lease provide an : Lndication of the rivalry between Joseph 

Atkinson and John Stephensoný another Raricliffe wharfinger who seems 

to have developed an extensive trade with Hull. After 1735, the 

first steps may be discerned in the setting up of a now river port at 

Armin. In February of that year, the undertakers began negotiations 

for the purchase of a farm at Little Armin at the confluonce of the 

rivers Aire and Ouse, almost ten miles below the statutory limit of 

the navigation. The lessees were anxious to develop this property 
1. UnwinjIACN 21, P-33, quoting ACN 8/2 . On 8 September 1729t Richard 

Witton wrote to William Milner: - 'Capt. Burton told us that he and 
his Partners meete with some difficulty in renewing their Lease of 
the Warehouse and Wharf at Rawcliffe with mr. Twisleton. And said 

he was informed by Joseph Atkinson that ýIr. Stephenson was Endea- 

vouring, to take them. 577 



by the establL: -, hment of a 

to Richard Wilsonp one of 

I. as the undertakers 

the lover End of the rive 

frequently impoced upon. 

wharf. In July 1736, Joseph Atkinson wrote 

the Wakefield trustees, intftm,, 7ýting that: - 

have no 11,7harfe u-Pon tlioir orn -t)rer. 1: tm-s at 

r occasions the Far-mers (lnssocc). to bo 

Therefore if the Undcrt,: ý'-r. ýrs roulý build 

at Arr., ain ouch wharfes and necessnry Conveniorces an trrde roquires it 

would contribute to benefit the same 

In the followinS years, Atkinson made more strenuous Pfforto to 

develop Arnin as the princinal tranchipment port on týicý river Aim. 

(XiV) MIS ON THE AIRE AND CALD17M NAVIGATION 

The most valuable commodity carried dovn the Aire and Caldor 

Navigation ras undoubtedly the product of the West RidinC rroollen 

and worsted industry, the quantity at any givon tJ. mc clo-nondinr nartly 

on the condition of the waterway, but mai-nly on 
thf, 

state of 
trade. 

If there was insufficient water for navilýý, ation on the un7), -r cýr(, tchcs 

of the rivers, pac, ýý: s of cloth were carried by land either to Rar- 

cliffe or to Selby. 2 That a hard frost night prevent the shinning of 

cloth is clearly revealed from the, letter book of John Firth a 

vorsted manufacturer of Halifaxý the most in-portant centre for the 

new industry in the early eighteenth century. Firth forwarded cloth 

to Leeds and Wakefield for packing, whence it was shipped to Hull 

and then forwarded to London. In May 1739, he was anxious to open 

1. Unyrin, 'ACN 2'ý quoting ACN 113. 

2. Leeds Mercury, July 1? 42. 
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a new correspondence with a London merchant house: - 

11 May 1? 39 To Messrs Lord & Woolfenden ... in order to take a 

tryal with you I have sent to Turners of Leeds to be packt 

wch I am advised are gon down the River to Hull ... 60 Long 

Ella TH; 25 Shalloons L. And to give youg as you desire the Priceq I 

expect you to sell them for in London the Long Ella I hope will 

bring ZOa per piece and the shalloons 29s. 1 

Goods were forwarded to some of the leading shipping agents at Hull: - 

129 June 1739 To Rob: Rogers merchant Tower Hill, London. 

I have sent for you to Leeds to be packt & sent forward by sea in one 

Bale 200 shalloons consigned to Wm. Cookson of Hull E270 

18s 9d and I have for this agreed with the packer Ll 4a. Shipp- 

ing and part of river freight 6s ... I 

The affect of the severe frost in the winter of 1? 39-40 on Firth's 

trading activities was probably typical of those dealing in woollens 

and worsteds. On 14 November 1739, he advised one of his London 

correspondents that: - 

'we have had a strong frost above this week and the river is froze up 

at Leeds that no Boats go up or down ... I 

Two weeks later, Firth advised another London house that he was pre- 

pared: - 

Ito send as soon as the weather will permit, either by sea (the 

Hazard yours) or by Land wch I think will but little inhance the 

price of a fine shalloon not quite 6d per piece. ' 

A number of his London correspondents requested Firth to send goods 
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by land carriage, but the carriers found'some difficulty in coping 

with the increased denand-for their services. In January' 1740, 

Firth apologisod for the subsequent delay, but that'lie could: - 

'by no means prevnil with the enrrior to tnk. r, your n6cl- all Carr: 

being sto-pt by water th(,, y are so vastly fullpr thnn thoy -co. -n cIrry. 

Early in February, Firth advised Robert Rogcrc that lie woul-d:; -. 

'be glad to I serve you by Land CarrinCo for I ta! ý: c it thpt no vem-. cllc 

ýJat 
dare Go down the River from Loodr, for ýtho rrnat niocer, of ice tý 

will be brought doi7n by the Torront till thr-66 Vleelý-d after the froct 

break, becides there are large Lunps of Ice floating in the TTumbor. 1 

It was, not until tho end of February that nnvigntion wan again 

possible on'the West Riding watorrays. 
1 

A najor pointer to the volume of. Coods cent dorn the rivers fron 

the clothing towns was the state of trade. The official value of 

all types of wool fabric exports for' England and Wales increased by 

40 per cent in the second and third quarter of the eighteenth century, 

due largely to the growing demand from the West Indies and the main- 

land American colonies. Yorkshire cloth and tradere played an 

important part in the expansion of the transatlantic trade which 

doubled in the first half of the eighteenth century and then trebled 

in the next two decades. 2 The trend of exports from the West 

Riding to European markets was also upwards, but was neither so 

1- H-A-S- MSS-321. Letter book of John Firth, worsted nanufacturerý 
The letters cover the period May 1739 to January 1741. 

2. Heaton, p. 18. 
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so steady nor so spectacular as the growth of trade with the Western 

Hemisphere. Whereas northern Europe had provided the principal 

markets for the old established woollen fabricsj Spaing Portugalp 

Italy and the Levant were markets for the recently developed Halifax 

wares. 
1 The Yorkshire woollen and worsted industries were the chief 

sources of the exports of the port of Hull* In the first half of the 

eighteenth centurýq exports of woollen cloth fluctuated between 

100,000 and 200,000 pieces per annumq rising to 307,662 by 1768*. 2 

A close study of estate correspondencet newspapers and the letter 

books and accounts of contemporary merchants provides an indication 

of the state of trade. At slack times, the-vociferous complaints of 

clothiers and merchants were directed against the smuegling of wool 

or the need to maintain standards of production, By 17239 it seems 
3 

that the worst of the depression of 1? 19-20 was over. Three years 

latert however, it was reported that: - 

'there is not at present that call for the Woollen Manufacture in 

Yorkshire (which was used to be exported to Germany) as formerly., 
4 

In August 1734, Cavendish Nevile described to Edward Wortleyla pros- 

pective candidate for one of the county seats, the conditions at the 

major cloth merketing centre in the West Riding during a trade 

1. Heatong p. 269. A trade with Guinea was being developed in Isayst of 

a strong blue shade. 

2. V. C. H. Yorks. East Riding, P-175- 

3. Leeds Mercuryl November 1723- 

4. Leeds Mercury, October 1726. In 1731, trade seems to h, -; kve b(, en 

brj. s'--,. On 27 A-pril George Stansfield wrote fron Fieldhouse near 

, Halifax to two Amsterdam, merchants: - tVve ordered V7m: Movild to 

forward 2 bales in each . 
50 ks ... had I ten times as many could sell 

them... ' Stansfeld MS-S-396- 
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recession: - 

'Leeds ... a great deal more burden'd with Poor than they were last 

year ... meat was never known in the memory of any man here so 

cheap as it is now ... Cloth is fallen 4A. a yard that is from 

3. a 6d to 3R 2d since the last year ... the same quantity made and 

not the Same'quantity sold by more than one third But halfe of 

the workmen have had employment since Xmas last. ' 

In that year it was calculated that Z30,000 worth of kerseys were 

manufactured a year; that of shalloons which were made around Halifax, 

L10,000 worth were exported annually, and that: - 

'Tammys, Sergesp Callimacoes and most sorts of stuffs are made about 

Leeds, Wakefieldp Bradford and in the western parts of the county wch 

supply the North and many are sent into the Southern Parts and 

abroad alsoel to the value of L10,000 every year. 12 

These estimates - made by interested parties anxious to emphasise the 

problems facing the textile industry - must be treated cautiously. 

Almost certainly they understate the value of the various branches of 

the industry, patticularly for kerseys. 

The difficulties facing the woollen industry in the mid 1730's 

probably prompted a growing number of clothiers to turn to the manu- 

facture of worsted fabrics. That it was no easy matter for nevi- 

comers to establish markets for worsteds is revealed from the letters 

of Samuel Hill. In 1737, Hill -a clothier in the Halifax district - 
1. Wharncliffe MSS. 117/2. 

2. loc. cit. Kerseys - cheap9coarse woollen cloth made in white, blue, 

red and other colours - were the 'old draperies' of the West Riding. 

Shalloons were a light worsted fabric. Tammies were thin worsted 

material, sometimes glazed. 
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decided to diversify his production of kerseys and bays by imitating 

in quality and appearance the worsteds of Norwich and Exeter. He 

found that considerable difficulties had to be surmounted in making 

and selling shalloons and Exeter Long Ellsj although half a century 

had elapsed since the introduction of worsted manufacture into the 

West Riding. It seems probable that the main reasons for Hill's 

failure to develop dealings in worsted fabrics as rapidly as he hoped 

were twofold: first, the slackening of demand for woollens was prompt- 

ing more clothiers to manufacture worsteds, thereby increasing com- 

petition; second, that the quality of his wares could not match that 

of well established worsted manufacturers in the region. In 1738, 

Hill noted that: - 

'the increase of the Bocking Bayes makeing I doe realy believe causes 

one third fewer Kerseys to be made. ' 

Hill, who had a large business, and an annual turnover of over 930,000 

solicited the buyers of his kerseys to take, a few worstods as well. 

The response was far from satisfactory, -and at first those who took 

Hill's shalloons and bays found it difficult to get rid of them: - 

'... am perfectly sick of the little or no hopes of the Shalloon 

Business ... 

Hill sent cloth by land carriage to Leeds, where it was pack-ed and 

sent down the river to his shipping agents at Hull for dcspatch to 

London or the Continent. John Wilkinson usually arranged the paclUng, 

and William Mould was Hill's principal shippinG agent at Hull: - 

'30 January 1733 Mr. John 17-111, zinson. This accompanys 50 Kersoys which 
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desire you pack make Mark and Number as por Ilar,, P, in and forward to Mr 

William Mowld by very first pray fail not to got thom dovm no soon as 

possible. Likewise you have hr-rei; rIth 6 Bocking Bays which desire 

you pack with the other 14 -- 0' 
1 

0a00000*4***a&*060 

The Aire and Calder Navigation was also extensively used for the 

carriage of raw materials to the textile producing districts of the 

West Riding, particularly alum from Whitbyg Ullor's-earth from 

Rochester, dyeing wood and wool. Yorkshire had long since ceased to 

produce the huge quantities of wool demanded by the West Ridinr viooll. n 

and worsted industries, The constwise import of wool to Hull was 

probably quite small at the beginning of the eighteenth century. Only 

21 ships arrived from the six principal East Anglian ports in the 

year ending midsummer 1704; by 17289 the number of s1hipc had increacod 

to 145. Imports rose from 11,823 cwt in 1728 to 27P806 cwt in 1737. 

In Lincolnshire, Grimsby was sending ever increasing quantities of 

wool to Hull, rising from five shinnents in the year ending midsuniner 

1704 to 22 shipments in 1758.2 Considerable quantities of wool vere 

also carried from Leicestershire and Lincolnshire either by land or by 

means of the waterway networkv completing the journey by land carriage 

from Wakefield or Leeds. Wool was sold principally in the summer 

months, merchants finding it necessary to settle their accounts with 

clothiers by that time, In June 1739, John Firth advised two of his 

1. F. Atkinson, on. cit,, p. 2. 

2. Jackson, P. 128. 
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London correspondents: - 

I desire'You to sell them (25 Shalloons and 60 Long Ells) as 

soon as possible and for as quick payment as you can. For midsummer 

time drawing near when all the nakers want their money to buy their 

wool with, nakes me the more desirous to heor they are solm 

Larger clothiers like Samuel Hill obtained their -oacks of wool at all 

times of the year, partly from the east coast ports and pnrtly from 

ont at neiShbouring counties. In February 1738, he roquested his ar 

Leeds: - 

... shall be glad to hear of the 20 packs from Fnottin. ýýley and 

have advice of 12 paclks from London 2 

Although carriage by sea and. river was chea-, per, it j,, rar, not 

satisfactory, as Hill advised his agent at tlull: - 

... Wonder have not yet heard any thing of the Sope or Wool pray 

advise me in what Conditions Both arrive rhen they doe come ... the 

last Sope I have is such Stuffe as never was tined, and they -Iny It 

must be occasioned by the Salt Water getting into it., 3 

Summing up developments in the West Riding textilo industries in 

the second quarter of the eighteenth century, it seens that modest 

progress had been made. By 17509 the worsted industry was widespread 

throughout the Riding, and shalloonst calimancoes, tannies, camlets 

were being made as far east as Leeds and Wakefield. Of industriol 

centres Halifax was still the most import-ant in the output of wor- 

.4 about 1? 0, steds From the end of the seventeenth century up to . 
1. H. A. S. YISS. 321. Letter book of John Firth, worsted rianii. fnc ture r. 

2. F. Atkinson, oD. cit., p. 5. 
3. llil-d # 

Heaton, '. 0.269.585 



the average rate of growth of Britain's woollen and worsted industries 

was apparently about eight per cent per decadej although tho Viest 

Riding was growing in relative importanceg owing to the decline of 

older textile centres, particularly the South-West. The Aire and 

Calder waterway played an important role in these developments, and 

the growth of the industry contributed to the growing receipts of 

the navigation. 

By the 1720's coal was being carried in considerable quantities 

down the Aire and Calder Navigation for sale in various parts of the 

waterway system. *For example, in 1728 a total of 99698 tons of coal 

paid toll on the Yorkshire Ouse; in 1731, a total of 8,416 tons; and 

in 1733, a total of 8,258 tons. 2 Although some coal may still have 

reached York from the North East coalfield - in 1728 Hull imported 

some 5,500 chaldrons of coal from Newcastle, Sunderland and Blyth - 

it seems likely that the city's main sources of supply were collieries 

along the Aire and Calder valleysý3 The tax on sea borne coal which 

had provided a stimulus for the development of the west Yorkshire 

collieries provided an argument for the promotion of further waterway 

schemes. Coal from west Yorkshire was also carried in small vessels 

above York to Milby, whence it was distributed by land carriage to 

Ripon and other places. 
4 Communities in the Derwent valley of the 

East and North Ridings were also supplied with coal brought down the 

1. Deane and Cole, p. 52. 

2. Supral P-570. 
3. Jackson, P. 150. 

4. Cunliffe-Lister MSS. Bundle 18 (unsorted)* 
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Aire and Calder Navigation: - 

'that being the certain trade from Wakefield to Malton only. ' 

Some coal from the Leeds district was also being carried by land, to 

a distance of at least twenty miles. When John Carr of New Malton 

undertook-trials for coal in the Forest of Knaresborough, he felt 

confident that there would be no difficulty in finding a market: - 

I... will intercept the Leeds Collierys in their Sale to Knares- 

borough, and mo st of that Neighbourhood ... 12 

The prospect of competition in the river trade for coal was 

probably the main reason why the undertakers of the Aire and Calder 

Navigation and the lessees opposed the extension of river navir , Ption 

above Doncaster in the 17201 8.3 It was assumed that if the markets 

for the Potherham. collieries were extended into the Humber-Ouso-Trent 

waterway system, the sale of coal from the Aire and CeLldor valleys 

would decline. Thus in 1737, when the lease for the Aire nnd Calder 

Navieation was renewedý a saving clause v,! as included, that: - 

'in case the River Don should be made navigable to Rothcrham before 

the seven year term should expire, the farmers (lerrees). to have 

the choice of either completing their tenancy or giving trenty one 

months notice to hand it ur., 
4 

There were similar considerations concerninLg the, coal tr, --10, e to 

Malton. The undertakers authorised to im)rove the Dcr, -, ent in tlio 

1720's had long associations with the Aire and Calder NaviEati-on and 
1. Unv. d-n, 'ACIT 21, p. 22, quoting ACIT 3/10. 

2. L. A. 0. Aswaby MSS. 2/41/14. MaltOn 20 June 1729, 
3. Supra, p. 517. 

4. Uniqin, 'ACN 21, pp. 24-51 quoting ACII 4/36. 
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were unlikely to interrupt the axis of trade which had been establi- 

shed between Leeds and Wakefield and 11alton. The decision of the 

Earl of Malton to lease the Derwent Navigation to the highest bidder 

in 1744 aroused the apprehensions of the Aire and Calder lessees, 

anxious that the prevailing pattern of trade should not be modified. 

In a letter to one of the Wakefield trusteesq Joseph Atkinson ex- 

pressed his concern that his rivals - either William Fenton or John 

Stephenson of Rawcliffe - might lease the Derwentq affirming that: - 

'whoever takes it (the Yorkshire Derwent) will not Contribute to the 

advantage of yours therefore either the undertakers or tennants should 

take that River ... or if not the Coal trade in Wakefield River, will 

dwindle to nought. 
1 

As in the early years of the navigationt the lessees actively engaged 

in the coal trade and were anxious to limit Competition in the river 

valley markets. The undertakers themselves were suspicious of the 

methods employed by the, lessees: - 

1. .. they charge all the Wages to their Boatmen for the Coalts which 

they carry down (which are very great Quantities) and nay no Lock 

DuesDues for themt and it does not appear what money is rocoived for 

those Coals when disposed of which must be very considerable, and 

passes as a coverld Waggon not to be looked into. t 2 

Riparian proprietors with coal on their estates foUnd the onnor- 

tunity to participate in the river trade a strong stimulus. In 1730 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 33, quoting ACN 8715. 

2. ACN 4/36. The opriortunity to carry and sell goods, and to combine 

in one charge the lock dues and freight was undoubtedly an incentivo 

to the lessees of the Navigation. 
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it was advertised that: - 
I 

'a Collery ... in Rothwell, one Mile from Leeds, is now cot on Foot 

*.. and for the Encouragenent of the Inhabitants of Leedst Coals 

will be brought up by Water. ' 1 

In 1735 the first boa .t freighted with coal from Rothtroll Haigh 

colliery was sent to Leeds: - 

'under Triple Discharge of our great Artillery now that it has 

got right into Motionj may Supply the River, and the Country for_ 

several Generations to cone. t 2 

The facilitation of transport for coal was a major Výctor in tho 

development of rnininGt and an additional incentive in tho lcoxinC of 

collicries. in January 1730j a lease was advertised for a collicry 

at Outwood: - 

'convenient for Sale eithor for the Town of llalhoficld or the River, 

J, each. being about half a-M. Lle distant fron, 

In May 1738, 
-a 

lease of Sir John Bland's colliery at Honhton near 

Castleford was advertised: - 

'within half a MUM the River Aire ... There is no Colliery 

between this and the Sea. f4 

Bland's father had negotiated an agreement with the original under- 

takers, of the Aire and Calder Navigation empoworing the family'to 

dispose of coal down the'river without the payment of lock W8, a 

concession which was included in the lease to George Warmoth of 

Castleford, who agreed to pay an annual rent of A150 over a torn of 
1. Le2Q Yercury, 21 July 1730. This colliery at Rothwell was developed 

by Samuel Hamer and Thonas and James Fenton. 

2. Leeds Mercury, 24 February 1735- 

3. Leeds MorcurZ, 12 January 1730# 
4. Leeds Mercury, 16 May 1738.589, 
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six years. 
1 

Waggonways'were also laid to the rivers from adjacent pits. In 

'the 1? 20's Lord Bingley, one of the Aire and Calder undertalýcrs and 

Sir John Bland of Kippax Park reached an a6reevent on the workinC of 

coal in Allerton Bywater which provided for: - 

Iwaggon Wayes cross the Road or Wast Call1d Little More ... and 

profits of Coles shall be equally dividoW 2 

In September 1734, John Wilks, the tenant of Ord Irvin's coal mines 

at Halton and Seacroft neat Leeds was anxious to construct a vargon- 

way: - 

'begs your Lordship rill sett me out a Coale Way to the River Mich 

3 
is much aranting att This time by the Occasion of the bad summer. 

In 1745 a colliery at Outwood was advertised for sale: - 

'where a Waggon Way is made from the said Pitts, to Bottom Boat Staith, 

situated on the River Chalder ... a sufficient Number of Waggons is 

made to convey the said Coals and Cinders down to the River. 14 

(XV) THS DEVELOPYSNT OF THE YORKSHIRE DERWENT 

Although statutory authority had been obtained in 1702 for the 

improvement of the Yorkshire Derwent between Scarborough Mills and 

the Ouse, little progress was made until the Malton estate - which 

included the waterway - came into the possession of Thomas Wentworth 

1. Bland MSS. 29/92. 

2. Bland MSS. 212/204 n. d. 

3. Temple Newsam MSS. TN. Corr. 14/169. 

4. York Courant, 22 October 1745 
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of Wentworth Woodhouse. 1 In 1720 he authoriced''tvio nevi undertakers - 

both of whom had played an active role in the, dovelopment of the 

Aire and Calder Navigation to improve, the Dcrrent. Mark Andrew of 

Castleford and Knottingley was an innholdert wharfinger and keelowner; 

his partner Joshua Vitchell had been concerned vrith conrtruction and 

maintenance work on the west Yorkshire watcrway almost from its 

inceptioC 2 It the 1720's, Joshua Mitchell was alco in rartnersbip 

with two other surveyors, Willian, Palmer of York - Vilho ras concultod 

on the in-provement of nany of the'rivers of the region - and Jos(%rh 

Atkinson of Thorne and Rawcliffe, One Of the lonnocs of tho Aire and 

Calder Navigation-3 

The Derrent Act of 1702 had onnowered the undertn%nrs to mnl-, e the 

river navigable to the Ouse near Heningbrough, by improving the ey-ist- 
4 ing channel of the waterway, and by making cuts and towing paths .A 

number of commissioners - of whom a, minimum of soven were comrotent 

to act - were appointed tamediate betwoon the undertakers and 

riparian proprietors. In the event of disagreement, the Sheriff was 

authorised to summon a jury to view and assess damages, upon which 

thus commissioners were to give their verdict, which would be binding 

on the various parties. After the payment of compensation, the 

undertakers had full authority to act. The tonnage rates were fixed 

at a maximum of 8s per ton on the stretch of the river between the 

Ouse and New Malton, and a further 8s on the stretch between New 

1. Duckham, 'Yorks. Derwent', pp-45-61. 
2. Supra, pp- 349-50- 

3. Willan (1965)tP. 15- 

4.1 Anne, c-14- 
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Malton and Scarborough Mills. In the'case of non-payment,. the under- 

takers were empowered to distrain merchandise. As in other. river 

Acts of the period, the commissioners were given the same powers as 

Commissioners of Sewers, having: - 

'sole Rule to survey the River and works for the better cleansing, 

removing annoyances ... to keep that River open. ' 1 

When the first meeting of the commissioners was held at Novi M. alton 

on 3 June 1720, it was agreed 

summon a jury, A week later 

'to take a vievi of the Deriven 

mouth nigh Hemmingborough .. 

and assess what damages might 

be made to landowners. ' 2 

that the Sheriff should be directed to 

the jury was impanellod and charged: - 

t and the lands adjacont from Darwent 

. to New Malton Bridge and to Inquire 

be done and what satisfaction ought to 

The presentment of the jury was heard on 19 July 1742-01 and indicatos 

clearly that the improvements which George Sorocold had propolood in 

3 1704 had not been effected. The jury considered thnt trees and 

brushrood should be removed froin the haling way at Yemir,, -brough. At 

Barmby ferry a warehouse was to be built on land valued at 10s per 

acre per annum. Wheldrake bridge was in bad repair, and the undor- 

takers were required to raise the central pnrt: - 

'for convenience of seayling for pas, -, age of Ve, -, sels under it and only 

so much thereof as the undertakers raise ... for their convenience 

and no more we do present to be done at their orn expence. 1 

1.1 Anne, c-14- 
2. N. R. A. 0. The Proceedings for makin7, the River Deriuent Nznvirýý, Iblp. 

ZCGd/35. 

3. Supra, P-333. 
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A little below Sutton dam a lock was to be constructed; a lock and 

were to be built at Stamford Bridge; and from the mouth, of the Derwent 

to that lock, the haling way was for 'foot or horse, ' Other improve- 

ments contemplated by the undertakers included a cut at Buttercrambe, 

and a cut and lock at Shirrington. The total sum paid out for the 

purchase of land needed for the navigationj and for damages amounted 

to f. 156 12s 10d; and the charge for wood felled C47 10s 9A. Tho 

annual rent for the haling way totalled P la 9d. 1 The value of 

land throughout the length of the towing path was far lower than for 

the waterways of the West Riding . 

, The work on the navigation was carried out rapidly by the new 

undertakerp, it being subsequently noted that, -- 

'soon after September 1720 the River Darwent was made navigable. 12 

Improvements were effected largely by dredging the existing channel 

of the river, James Mitchell - the father of one ot the undertakers - 

having made an Engine: - 

'to plow up the Shoalso and deepen the River., 3 

Apart from Mark Andrew and James and Joshua Mitchell, other surveyors 

and engineers'were consultedq notably William Palmer and Peter Hudson. 4 

Thomas Wentworth later affirmed that he had spent about E4,000 in 

perfecting the waterway. 
5 

Not all interests along the waterway'were satisfied with these 

1. N. R. A. 0. The Proceedings for making the River Derwent Navigable. 

2. DER 4/7. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXt 141. 

4. Mellish MSS. 162/20.593 



developments. When the commissioners met on 13 August 1720t thoy 

were petitioned by several farmers of West Cottingwith seeking com- 

pensation from the undertakers: - 

'for loss of hay in West Cottingwith Ings occasioned by the Under- 

takers taking away Northall Bridge. ' 

T4e commissioners awarded the petitioners compensation of Z3 'in full 

satisfaction. ' More serious, the construction of a pound lock and 

dam at Sutton aroused the apprehensions of local landowners as to the 

danger of flooding, while traders and farmers resented the imposition 

of tolls on stretches of the river which had always been navigable. 

When the commissioners dismissed the latter issue as beyond their 

jurisdiction and scope, the complainants turned to Parliament for 

redress. 
1 

On 15 January 17239 a petition was read in the House of Commons 

from several riparihn proprietors at Sutton complaining of unvarrant- 

-able delays at the mouth of the Dervent: - 

falthough there had been sufficient Depth of Water, at all times, for 

Vessels of Forty or Fifty Tons. ' 

The petition was referred to a committee for consideration. Several 

vritnesses testified before the committee that the undertakers had 

failed to cleanse the river, and had interfered with a previously 

free waterway. These allegations were countered by other rj. tnosr-ses 

who de7osed that the improvements effected on tho Derwent -provided a 
1. At a meeting of -the conri. f. ssioners on 13 August 1720, sevoral 

farmers sourht exeny)tion frol; i river duos on that c, retch Ivillere 

the same is already navt, ýable. ' This was dismisnnd by tbc cormri- 

ssioners 'as a matter not properly before the Court. ' N. R. A. 0. 

The Proceedings for makinm -the River Der,, -! cnt Yavi[ýablo. 
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cheaper and easier PaFsage. Thomas Wentworth inforned thn M. P. 's on 

the committee that the waterway vas beneficial to the region, flooding 

being caused as the result of extraordinary rains 

tides, and not by the navigation works at Sutton. 

the petition was rejected. 
1 

Although navigation had been extended to Nerr 

., 
her to have been less incentive to improve the hig 

and high spring 

In February 17239 

IlTalton, there seems 

stretch of the 

river to Scarborough Mills. One travellor described this part of 

the Derwent in 1725, suggested possible improvements, but then 

rejected them on the grounds that the increased use of one route 

would load to a corresponding decline of other commercial axes: - 

'The Darvient, a River that Glides with many Meanderss through a 

pleasant vale of thirty Mliler, long, called Pickering Li'-)bie, the 

frequent overflovdngý howev-r makes the Grounds about its banks rett 

and Moorish. I fancy if Scarborough could got an Act to mzýke it 

Communicate with their Meert Merchandize might this way be Su-,.. ), )lyod 

in a cheap way to York &cq but then this may Intorfore with Hull you 

cannot in trade do good to one town, but you rob another., 
2 

(xvi) TRAM ON TFTI, YORKSHIRE D'117-P MNT 

Although there is ample evidence of trade along the Yoritshire 

Derwent in the later eighteenth centuryg few records have survived 

for the earlier decades. The valley drained by the Derwent was almost 

1. Duckham, 'Yorks. Derwent's pp-48-9. 

2. Letters of J. A. 
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entirely taken up with agriculture, the principal towns as markets 

for the main produce, particularly corn and butter, In 177'5, Malton 

was described as: - 

'a pleasant good Markett town, as any in the country, the Inndc as 

fertile of corn and cattle, particulprly ryodalo. The pontry for 

seven miles round are sUpplyed hence. ' 1 

Corn and butter sent by water to Hull were ship7od to London and 

possibly to the outports of the cast coact or to the Continent. In 

1744, the inhabitants of Now Malton were anxious to improve marketing 

facilities in the town, and a Bill was successfully promoted to 

establish a butter market: - 

'Butter is One of the chief Comnodities of the Product of sovoral 

Parts ofthe County of York near to the said Borough; and groot 

Quantities ... are brought into the ... Borough of New Melton, 

through which runs a navigable River, wbereby the, crýid Butter, nnd 

other Conmodities, are from thence sent to London ond otherwise 

12 disposed of .00 

It seems probable that the principal items brought up the river from 

Hull were groceries, wine, iron, salt and timber. 

By the second quarter of the eighteenth century, intra-regional 

commerce had also developedi the agricultural produce of the East 

Riding being exchanged. for coal and lime fron the West Riding. It 

has already been noted that the lessees of the Aire and Caldor 

Havigation were anxious that the commercial axis betvý, ýýen Leeds and 

Wakefield and 111alton should not be interrunte-d, and-th, --it the 
1. Letters of J. A. 

2. H. of C. Journals, XXIV, 502o 
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proprietor of the Derwent should not lease the waterw3y to rival 

traders or rharfingero. 

(XVii) B-EV-L, 'RLT,, Y BECK 

By the middle decades of the eighteenth century, there in some evidence 
I 

that the coal proprietors of the Went Riding were cooking to lonse 

the tolls of Beverley Beck, a waterway for which ntatutory powors 

had been obtained in 1727 and 1745.1 

In this period, Boverley was Predominantly a torn of srial-l luradurs 

and shopkeepers$ depending priwirily on local mar1rots, týn(! fairz-, and 
2, The corporation haa alroys rorAr0(, -d the patronage of 'ý. he countryside. 

the Beck, as its own property, and had levied raten on the. inhabitants 

of the borough for its upheep, Althou, h tolls viere alro culloc'Ced 

from the early years of the o-', ghtecnth cen't-, ury, it rtocýnv. iinlikoly 

that revenue was always sufficient to maintain the tratorvay of flrctively. 

Certainly, the quostion of cleaning and decj)cinine the Bec-'ý had 

acute by 1725, matters upon which John Warburton ni, -10.6 co---)iou.,, 

co, -, ýrient for the corporation. 
3 

The Act of 1727 - and a, subscour-, nt one 

of 1745 - provided for increased dues to be charged to cover both the 

costa of scouring and preservntion, -,,. nd the riaintmince of th(,, rold's 

leading to the raterway, the corporation retaining its riCht to fv. rm 
4 

out two market boats. It seems that a total of XlP395 was spont on 

the Beckbetureen 1727 and 1731. Betreen May 1727 and May 1742t the 

1. Supra, p. 588. 

2. Beverley Corporation MinuteBooks, 1707-1835 a I ed. K. A. Maclichon 

(Yorkshire Archaeolog, j-cal Soc-f-ety Record Series, CXXII, 1956), P. 21. 

3. rbid, 'p. 212. 

4. 'Willan (1936), p. 116. 
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average annual income from tolls was Z, 99. Traffic along the Beck 

between 1 June 17-30 and 31 I-lay 1731 amounted to 1,465 c1haldrons of 

coal, 599,4-00 bric-',. s, 635,000 turfs, 233 -packs of wool, 411 quartorc 

of Yrheat, 623 quarters of oats, t'164 quarterc of barlay, 2,455ý quarters 

of malt, and lesser quantities of woodo choose, leathor and bark, 1 

The corporation of Beverley naintained control of the day to day 

adninistration of the Beck until the 17LýOtoo appointing toll collectors 

at an annual salary. The leasing of the tolls lod to a shift in 

the administrative responsibility for the waterway. In March 1? 48, 

the Beck tolls were leased to James Fenton of Rothwoll near Leeds 

for four years at a rent of U00 per annum. 
2 This may have bpen an 

attempt by the Fenton family of coal'proprietors to extend their 

markets for the Rothrrell Haigh colliery which had been developed on a 

larger scale in the 1730's- 3 By the third querter of tlie eighteenth 

century coal was regularly carried between the west Yor%shire collier- 

ies to Beverley. Thus in 1771, the corporation deputed a number of 

representatives to attend a raceting in York: - 

'in order to prevent exmý-sive Lock duties now laid on all goocls 

Zý) -7a the Aire and Calder whereby the price of coals in the town coyninc, v- 

is greatly increased. 14 

(xviii) EVALUATION 

In the third and fourth decades of the eightponth century, Acts of 

1. Willan (1936). p. 126. 

2. Beverley Corporation Minute Bookcs, 1702-1835, o-o. cit.., P. 29. 

3. Su2ra, p. 589. 

4. Beverley Corporation Minute Books, 1707-lL51 02-cit-i P-50- 
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Parliament had been passed authorising the improvement of about ninety 

miles of raterrays within the Hunber-Ouse -Trent reCion, while proposals 

to develop a further seventy miles - for the rivers Ure and Swale- 

had failed to reach the statute book. In the same years, the total 

mileage of the inland waterways of the region had been extended by 

about sixty miles to the overall length of 460 miles. Between 1720 

and 1743 it seems that about C40,000 had been laid out on the 

development of the rivers Don, Ouse$Yorkshire Derwent, the Fossdyke 

and Beverley Beck. Unfortunately, less information is available with 

regard to the Aire and Calder Navisationp the Derbyshire Derwent and 

the Idle. 

The new or additional powers which were obtained in this period 

were vested in groups of undertakers or in corporate bodies, but the 

tendency vas growing to shift day to day administrative rosponcibility 

to navigation farmers. The activities of the "Ellison, Atkinson and 

Ilitchell families provide some indication of the important role of 

interests at the inland ports in the pro-canal age. Richard77,11ison 

of Almholme and Thorne combined business acumen with ourveyina and 

engineering skill, and, having spent a lifetime in the timber tradr-,, 

he became a lessee of the river Don, promoted schemes to improve the 

Swale, and finally secured a lease of the Fozsdyke. The Atkinson 

family, who were Oualser car-penters and boatbuilders at Thorne, ýplayed 

a significant part in the early history of the Aire and Caldpr 

Navigation. Joseph Atkinson, one of the lessees of tile Aire and. 

Calder Navigation between 1723 and 1758, was also consulted over 

improvements on the Don and the Ouse. Nevertheless, it seems likely 
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that the greater part of his income wan derived fron. 'air activitipo 

as river lessee, ond trader based on the Airo oort o. 

Rawcliffe. 

Surveyors, enSineersý boa -builderS and river 100600s, ofton 

grouped in s. ý.,. all partnerships or family coneorns and rosidinc at the 

inland -,,, )orts, were employed by landed or commercial interests to effect, 

and Subsequý-ntly to mana. ), e, now or revived naviration sclaomes. The 

professions of surveyor and engineer were still in an embryonic phase 

in the early eighteenth century, although the increased demand for 

public works enabled the specialist to find greater opportunities for 

continuous employment. George Sorocold's activities within the 

region have already been noted, but it would not be entirely apt to 

classify him as a specialist engineer, since he engaged also in 

hydrography and cartography and seems to have been anxious to gain a 

footing in the lead trade. In the next generation, William Palmer 

of York probably comes closest to beinlrr regarded as a Drofns8j_onn1 

Palmer, a York surveyor civil engineer operatin within -the. rerion. 

and engineer wor'ked on various Yorkshire rivers, including the Aire 

2 
and Calder, the Don, the Ouse, the Ure and Beverley Bock. 

It would obviously be overstatin, r, -the cono to argue that the 

various interests at the inland ports provided tho sole stimulus for 

1. Suý)ra, pp. 231-2. 
2. ' Willan (1936), p. 79. William Palmer seems to have specialised in 

surveying and engineering, Yrithout participatina either in the 

administration-of raterrays or in leasing then. 
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the effective maintenance and further development of the waterways* 

Many examples have been quoted of wharfingersp boatowners and traders 

at established river ports opposing improvement schemes which seemed 

likely to threaten prevailing commercial patterns. Leonard Posbrook 

and George Haynes maintained a quasi monopoly over the traffic of the 

upperTrent for more than a quarter of, a century. Yet9-provided they 

were willing to adapt to new circumstancesq wharfingersl boatowners 

and traders at the inland ports must have recommended themselves to 

groups of river undertakers eager to lease their property. In 

addition to. the possession of vessels immediately available for trade, 

such men had the asset of connections with other wharfingers and 

traders within the regiont at the outports of the east coast and with 

London. Adjustment to changed conditions usually meant moving from 

one inland port to another. Joseph Atkinson moved from Thorne to 

Rawcliffe and later established new port facilities at Airmino Mark 

Andrew moved from Knottingley on the Aire to Malton on the Derwent, 

The Ellisons eventually established themselves at Lincolng and became 

Parliamentary representatives for that city. 2 

Extant records of the trade of the river valley communities, of 

the revenues of the various navigation undertakings and of the rents 

paid by lessees provide some indication of the disparity of intra- 

regional rates of growth. Thus it is not going too far to suggest 

that communities largely dependent on the extraction and manufacturing 

industries of the West Riding were experiencing a more rapid phase of 
1. Duckham, 'Yorks, Derwent', P-47. 
2. Hill (1966)9 p. 218. 
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4 

expansion than the essentially agricultural co7, iriunitios of the VI. Le 

of York and parts of the Vale of Trent. The search for now n,.,, r! -nts 

for coal, for ner sources of timber sulnoly, or the -tnxioty to conLrol 

intra-regional a-Kes of trade seem to havo prompted intorosts in the 

West Riding to extend their activities eastwards into the uraterway 

system. By the mid eighteenth century, the Yorkshire Derwent, the 

Fossdyke, and Beverley Beek were leased by commercial or industrial 

interests who had their roots in the Aire, Calder or Don valleys. 

The development of the waterways of the region were also stimulating 

the flow of agricultural produce from Lincolnýohiro and the East and 

North Ridings into the more populous West Riding, where demographic 

growth was marked even in the first half of the eightoenth, century. 

Yet it would be unwise to confine our view to such intra-rogional 

developments. Undoubtedly, a major factor in the disparity of 

development was the ability of the co, imunities producinG nictal Coods 

or woollens and v., orsteds to participate in the growing colonial trade. 

The benefits which had already be,, 3un to accrue to the West nidin"-' ';. rcre 

to grow more mar'! -iedly in the following decades. 

I. Supra ,P- 455 
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vi 

Turnpikes and Later River Navilýations 

(J) INTRODUCTION 

The middle decades of the eighteenth century were marked by upward 

trends in many aspects of the national economy, general progress be- 

coming once again identifiable. Although the growth in imports and 

exports was checked in the early years of the War of the Austrian 

Succession, a period of more rapid expansion commenced about 1745 and 

continued until the 1760's. 1 The movements in foreign trade probably 

reflect a similar momentum in manufacturing industry, and in agriculture 

the outlook gradually 
I improved. 2 Although efforts continued'to improve 

existing waterways and to extend navigation, the period was more note- 
3 

worthy for the increase in attention given to road improvement. The 

pace of new investment in roads can be gauged largely from statistics 

of Road Acts, which authorised the establishment G-f turnpike trusts, 

and Yfaich generally signified increased expenditure on road maintenance. 

In the first half of the century, Road Acts were passed at the rate of 

about eight a year; in the following four decades t1io rattle increased 

to more than forty Road Acts a year. 
4 

Considerable attention was focused on land anO rater co,,. iimunications 

vrithin the Humber-Ouse-Trent rogiong partly to moot local demandal and 
1. Davis (1962), p. 23. 

2. Wilson, p. 278. 

3. W. T. Jac. -. -,, -:, an, op. c o) P-742. 
4. Deane and Cole, P-238.603 



partly as local manifestations of the general interest boing talton in 

providing better transport. Before 174-0, only ton Road Acts had 

been passed to establish turnpiko-trusts witbin the rogion. The years 

between 1740-1763 - which included two major wars - witnossed the 

passing of 69 Road Acts. There vias a slight acceleration in the 

annual rate of ppmotionq: in the period between the conclusion of the 

War of the Austrian Succession and the outbreak of the Seven Years 

War, but evidence to suggest that the competing demands which the 

wars exerted for capital and labour delayed road and river improvement 

is far from conclusive. It was not merely in the Vale of Trent that 

turnpikes forged ahead during the Seven Years War. 1 
Between 174-0 and 

1? 70, statutory authority was obtained to improve the upper Calder', 

the Witham and the rivers Ure and Swalet while established waterways 

particularly those which carried large quantities of coal - proved 

increasingly profitable for shareholders and river lessees alike. 

The turnpike trusts which were established Yrithin the region fall 

into five princiPal categories. A number of trusts may be considered 

-1 os. as e: ktDnsions of improvements previously initiated in the home count 

For examples the trusts set up to improve the road between Stamford 

and Grantham, 2 between Grantham and Little Draytont3 and between 

FerrIbridge and Boroughbridge 
4 

were all concerned %vith otretches of 

the Great North Road. A second category of trusts acted as Ifoedorst 

to the inland and coastal ports or heads of naviCation, Of the 22 

1. Chambers 2P-3.3. 
2.12 Geo. III C-8. 
7.12 Geo. II, c-34 

4.14 Geo. II, c. 23 604 



trusts established witL-iin the r-Sion betwo-en 17. 36 and 174,. 9, ý ý, ll but 

three started or terminated at one of the inland or constal ports. 

A third category of trusts souSht to inprove, the old coal roads, some- 

times as feeders to the watorwaysý sonetinos independently of then. 

For example, the turnpike road botreen Ashbourne and Loughborough 

included the old coal route running south-v,, ards fron Wilne Ferry; 
1 

while the road from Catterick to Durham was one of the principal land 

carriage axes for supplying the North Riding with coal. 
2A fourth 

cate&ry of trusts sought to improve trans-Ponnine routes, along which 

growing quantities of agricultural producet raw materials for the 

textile industries of Lancashire and the Vest Riding, and finished 

goods viere carried. For example, the roads between Doncaster and 

Saltersbrook, 3 betwoen Lceds and 'Elland4 and between Pichraond and 

Lancaster5 were important links betviocn -the eact and west consts in 

the pro-canal age. Finally, a few turnpike schomen ivere dosif; ncd to 

improve alternative - though by no neans new - routcs to stretches of 

waterway for which statutory authority had alro, -Idy been obtained. 

In this category must be included the roads between Leeds and Selby6 

and between Val: efield and Weeland. 7 

The prime purpose of this chapter is to examine the development 

erf the turnpike trusts within the region. The 
. 9rogre'sts of the wator- 

ýJ 
1.11 . ico. III C*8* 
2.20 Geo. II, c. 26. 

3.14 Geo. II, c. 31. 

4.14 Geo. II, c. 25 

5.24 Geo. II, C-17. 
6.14 Geo. II, C-32D 
7.14 Geo. II, c. 23.605 



waye. will also be considered, and an analysis will be made of trading 

conditions at the inland and coastal ports on the eve of the canal 

age. 

(ii) TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE VALE OF TRENT 

In the fourth and fifth decades of the eighteenth century eight 

Acts were passed to improve stretches of road in the Vale of Trent, 

and two Bills were unsuccessfully promoted for the improvement of 

river navigation. The rejection by the House Of Commons of a petition 

for a Bill for the river Soat navigation between Leicester and the 

Trent, on 8 March 1737) was probably one factor which prompted the 

promotion of two turnpike schemes in order to facilitate the trade in 

grain from Leicestershire and Northamptonshire to Nottingham and 

Derby, whence coal was brought in exchange. 

In 1738, the Nottinghamshire portion of the second groat road from 

London to the north - that via Dunstable, Market Harborough and 

Leicester - was turnpiked between Cotes Bridge in Leicestershire and 

Nottingham. 2 It was the route by which coal travelled south from the 

Wollaton pits to Loughborough, and had long been in chronic disrepairý 

In the same Parliamentary session, an Act was passed for the improve- 

ment of the Derbyshire coal road from Shardlow to Loughborough, which 

was continued north-vvestv,,, ards to Dcrby, BrssJ. ne, ' 4 
-, 
ton and Ashbournev. 

This turnpike road was joined by a link to the Buxton-Manchestor road, 

which hadbeen turnpiked in 1725, pnd had made Dossible the develop- 

ment of wheeled traffic in the Peak for the first time. Six years 
1. H. of G. Journals, XXII, 785. The petition vias rejected 'by 11+0 votos- 

to 98. 
2.11 Goo. 11, C-3. 
3. Chambers, p. 13. 

4.11 Goo-II, c-8- 606 



later, preparations were made to promote a further Bill for the 

Loughborough-Ashbourne road. On 25 January 1744, a petition from the 

trustees was presented to the House of Coramons seeking leave to bring 

in a Bill for further statutory poýi?, iers and additional tolls. ' The 

witnesses who appeared to prove the allegations of the petition, in- 

formed the committee appointed by the House. of Commons that f. 5,100 

had been borrowed on the credit of the tolls, Of an annual income 

from the tolls of Z521, a total of 9450 had been applied as the 

expenses at the gates, and as interest to the subscribers, leaving 

only Z71 to be-used for the repair of the roads. Although twenty 

miles had been repaired2 additional tolls were required if the road 

was to be adequately maintained. 
2 The Bill which passed in that 

session was not opposed by petition in either House. In 1754, a 

renewal Act was passed for the Cotes, Bridge-Nottingham road, a con- 

siderable part of its nine miles being in a ruinous condition, and 

the trustees indebted for C3,100.3 

The growth in the scale of lead mininG operations, and the in- 

creasing concentration of lead marketing in London, meant that the 

large companies and royalty owners became-concerned with the trans- 

4 
port of lead over greater distances. In Derbyshire the difficulties 

of transport forced. on the London Lead Company the policy of building 

a smelt mill in every locality as near as possible to the mines. Thus 

1. H. of*C. Journals, XXIV, 518. Witnesses before the committee 
included John Heath and Francis Higgenbotham. 

2. 
'1 

567. 

3.2? Geo. III c. 22. For evidence presented to the House of Commons 

committee see H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 844, 

4. Raistrick and Jennings, p. 268. 
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the mines near Matlock were situated at a considerable distance from 

the port of shipment, and consequently the Peak and Scarsdale dist- 

ricts felt very acutely the problem of transport. 1 During the eight- 

eenth century, the pack-horse mode of conveyance was superseded by ox 

and hors .e drawn wagonst but whether this preceded the introduction of 

turnpikes, or-followed it, is not easily established, 2 

The first turnpike trust in the Chesterfield district was only 

established after a Parliamentary struggle. In February 17399 a 

petition was presented to the House of Commons seeking leave to brine 

in a Bill to improve the road from Bakewellp via Chesterfield and 

Worksop, to Mansfield. 3 This route crossed the clays and shales of 
4 the coalfield, and provided a road link to Manchester. When the 

Bill was in its committee stageg two counter petitions were referred 

to it, one from Mansfield itself, against the placing of toll-gates 

near the town, and the other from the Sheffield Cutlers Company. The 

latter petition alleged that large quantities of cutlery wares were 

sent every week by land carriage to London via Pleasley and Mansfield. 

The cutlers were anxious to prevent the setting up of a toll-gate at 

Pleasley, it having been proposed that tolls should be collected at 

or near the place where the Chesterfield road met'the road from 

Sheffield. 5 An indication of the opposition to the Bakewell-Mansfield 

Road Bill was the approval given by the House on 2, April 1739P that 

1; A; Raistrick, Two Centuries of'Industrial Welfare: the London 
(Quaker)-Lead CompanX, 1692-1905, (1938), p. 85. 

'2S. Glover, Derbyshire (1831), 1,167- 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 242. 

4. A. Cosson, 6-p. cit., P*11. 

5. H. of C. Journals, XXIIIý 3001 302. 
608 



the committee should be opened. However, when the Bill was reportedo 

the House was informed that no witnesses had appeared to provo the 

allegations of the petition from Sheffield. 1 Clausee wero added to 

prevent the setting up of any turnpike gate upon tho road from 

Chesterfield to Mansfield on the v, est side of Stoney Bridge ncar 

Chesterfield and to assign and allocate tho revonue received for tho 

repair of the respective parts of the road. 
2 No amendments vroro made 

.3 -rate trust was to the Bill in the House of Lords In 1759, a cop, 

established to improve the road from TIansfiold to Ch,? st(-,, rfi(-, '1d. 

Some of the roads linking the Derbyshire lead mines to Bavitry were 

turnpiked in the years 1756-66, including the road from Ashover to the 

Chesterfield-Yansfield turnpike, which was improved by a trust pro- 

moted by the London Lead Company and other mine operaýors in 1766. 

In most cases the new turnpike trusts retained the older parish routes? 

00*0&0. 
*. **0**00 

The need to improve facilities for the transport of coal prompted 

the promotion of a number of trusts leading westwards from Mansfield, 

Worksop and Nottingham to the coalmining areas of the Ereviash valley 

and south Yorkshire in the years after 1756. Petitions to the House 

of Commons for turnpike roads stressed the need for the improved 

transport of coal and lower prices. 
6 Opposition sometimes developed 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII) 312,336. 

2. Ibid, 355- 

3.12 Geo. II, c. 12. 

4.32 Geo. II, c. 57. 

5. Raistrick and Jennings, p. 270. 

6. 
- 

Gr 
. 
een, p. 50. 
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from established trusts to schemes for new turnpike roads. For example, 

in 17649 a Bill was promoted to make a turnpike toad from Nottingham, 

through Ilkeston to Belper Lane End, which was supported by the 

manufacturers and artisans of Nottingham, Newarkq Bingham and several 

parishes in the Vale of Belvoir, in hopes that the price of coal 

would be lowered. A counter petition was presented from the mort- 

gagees of the tolls on one of the competing roadsq namely, the 

Nottingham-Alfreton-Newhaven House trustq apprehensive that the new 

trust would attract traffic by offering lower tollss and thereby 

diminish the takings of the established trust. Several of the mort- 

gagees of the Nottingham-Newhaven House trust also petitioned, 

alleging that the new road would have very little affect on the older 

one. Cases for and against the Bill appeared in the Nottingham 

Journalt and a further counter-petition was presented from Derby to 

the House of Commons, claiming that other turnpike roadso serving the 

same district, had already been made at great expence. When the Bill 

finally passed in April 1764, the western terminus had been fixed at 

Smalley Commont some six miles short of the projected terminus at 

Belper Lane End, It seems likely that this curtailment of the route 

satisfied those interested in the Nottingham-Newhaven House road, 

which would still get the lead traffic from Derbyshire. On the other 

hand the Nottingham manufacturers would have an additional source of 

winter coal supply, opened up by the eastern end of the route being 

turnpiked'o 1 In'several Nottinghamshire turnpike trusts special easy 

tolls were allowed for coal. 
1. Cossons, op. cit., P. 12. 

2. Green, p. 50.610 
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,, To the east of the Trent, only four stretches of road in Lincoln- 

shire were turnpiked before the mid-eighteenth century. In 1739, 

two Acts were passed to improve sections of the Great North Road, 

namely, between Stamford, and Grantham, 
1 

and between Grantham and 

Little Drayton. 2 In the same Parliamentary sessiono several enter- 

prising woldsmen sought to improve the route to their Yorkshire 

markets, by establishing a turnpike for the road from the north-east 

of Lincolnshire via Wragby and Baumber Fields to Lincoln. The road 

passed through a clay country where, gravel was scarce, becoming so 

ruinous that it was almost lost. A Bill to turnpike the Lincoln- 

3 Wragby-Baumber Fields road was passed without opposition. In the 

following Parliamentary session, 'a Bill was passed to turnpike the 

road from Bullingbrook south westwards to Boston: - 

'the principal Port and Town of Trade in the 19astorn part of the 

County., 4 

In the fifth decade of the century, no turnpike Acts were passod 

for roads in Lincolnshire. It-was not until 1751 that-the trustoes 

for the Stamford-Grantham road promoted a Bill to secure additional 

powers. Witnesses who an-peared to substantiate the allegations of 

the trustees' petition affirned, that C2,000 had been borroved on the 

security of the tolls, but that there v. ns not cufficient noney left 

-he payment of interest and to repair the trenty miles of road after !ý 

1.12 Geo. II, c. 8. 

2.12 Geo. II, C. -34. 
3.12 Geo_. II, c. 10. 

4. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 39Lý. 
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administrative costs. 
1 The post master at Post Witham petitioned in 

favour, but was anxious to ensure that a definite proportion of 

revenue raised from tolls was allocated to the repair of the post 

road, which carried six mails per week* 
2 

The growing trade connections between the agricultural districts 

of Lincolnshire and the industrial towns of the rest Riding prompted 

further turnpike developments utilizing the ferries which crossed the 

lower Trent. In 1755, Lincoln common council agreed to subscribe 

towards the cost of surveying the road from the north end of Dunsby 

lane - north of Sleaford - over Lincoln heathl through the cityO and 

across Lincoln open field, and to lend Z500 on the credit of -future 

tolls. The roads across Canwick common and from the Stonebow west- 

wards across Carholme and on to Dunham and Littleborough ferries over 

the Trent were soon added* A southern section of road from Dunsby 

to Peterborough was also projected, and both Bills passed in 1756.3 

The Grantham-Nottingham-Derby turnpike via Saley ferry was probably 

designed to facilitate the exchange of agricultural produce from 

Lincolnshire with coal from Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. 
4 In 

1765, the Lincolnshire turnpikes were linked with the Great North 

Roadq Acts being passed to improve the road from Dunham ferry to 

5 Markham Common, and between Bawtry and Hainton via Walkerith ferryt 

l. -H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 8,10. Witnesses heard by the committee 

included John Lely, and Nathaniel Wolmer surveyor of the road. 

2. Ibid, 36P 51,639 76,101. 

3'. Hill (1566), p. 122. 

4.32 Geo. II, c. 53. - 
5.5 Geo. III, C-54. 'I 
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which shortened the route from the wolds to the West Riding. In the 

same year a turnpike road was sanctioned from Lincoln to Barton on 

Humber, where a ferry gave passage to Selby, York and Hull. 2 

00000 

In the Vale of Trent as in other parts of the region - there was 

an overlap in time between the later stages of river improvements and 

early efforts to develop canals. As early as 17559 a project to link 

the rivers Mersey and Trent was suggested by several Liverpool mer- 
3 

chants. Three years laters Thomas Broade of Newcastle under Lyme 

formed a scheme for making a navigable 'cuts forty miles lone, eight 

yards wide and one yard deep between Stoke on Trent and Wilden Ferry.. 4 

Although it was projected that subsequent connections night be made 

with the Dee and the Severn, the scheme remained on paper. It was 

not until 1766 that statutory authority was obtained for a canal of 

.3 miles linking the Trent and Mersey, which was supported by - among 0 

others - Josiah Wedgwood in the Potteries and by Matthew Boulton in 

Birmingham. 5 

In the eighteenth centuryý Loughborough developed as an important 

market town for cattle, corn and malt. Almost thirty years elapsed 

1. 
.5 

Geo. III, c. 85. 

2. Hill (1966), p. 124. 

3. -Sdrards, P. 332. 

4. T)erb;: Mercury, 7 December 1753. It was estimated that over 30,000 

tons of goods would be carried on the tcutt each year, producine 

'an annual revenue in excess of f, 4)000. 

5. Edwards, P-332. 613 



after the defeat of the Soar Navigation Bill before statutory autho- 

rity was obtained to open the waterway to Loughborough in 17 -1 In 

the same year it was proposed that the river Tame should be improved 

to Birmingham, but nothing came of its 2 

a 40 90&0 

I* ,0a000 4b 00000 

Further down the Trent, changes of another nature ivere taking 

place at Wilne Ferry. In 1758, a scheme was revived to build a 

bridge over the Trent at Wilne Ferry, and an Act was obtained in the 
3 

same year. The preamble set out that comirtunications between the 

co unties of Leicester and Derby would be facilitated by the con- 

struction of a bridge: - 

'a more commodiousl useful and safe Commiunication., 

The tolls to be collected on the new bridge were fixed at the same 

rat. es which had previously been paid by tho--e usin7 the ferry, The 

previous owners of the ferry, Sir Matthew , and Peniotone Lamb lost 
1 

all t1liel. r- rights, in retnrn for which the bri(9,! 7, e trusteer, rere 'to 

4 The Duke of Devon-chire provided Host pay an annual rent of P, 150. 

of the initial ca-_)ital, and in 1758, Cavendish bridge i7ms courleted 

at a cost'of ý3,333.5 

S""S"5S"SSSSSS"SS 

Below Nottingham, the attempts made by thecorporation of Newark 
1. Edwards, P-331. 
2. Derby Mercury, 19 JulY 1766- 

3.31 Geo. II, C-59. 

4. loc-cit. 
5. Derby Mercury, 7 April 1763. The bridge was 18 feet wide and 246 

feet long. 
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to improve their branch of the Trent aroused the opposition of 

interests dependent on the other river ports, no doubt apprehensive 

that Newark's gain would be their loss. Witnesses who attended the 

House of Commons committees which was appointed to examine the 

allegations of the Newark petitiong affirmed that a design had been 

considered as early as 1646 for using the Newark branch of the river 

Trent. It seems that in the eighteenth century, Newark traded in 

corn, coal and wool principally: - 

'which when they are to be sent or brought by water up or down the 

Trent, must be carried about two miles to and from Newark by land 

e* waggons bring corn and load back with coals 

Witnesses asserted that these inconveniences-might be avoided by 

making the Newark branch of the Trent navigable from the upper weir 

to the Crankleys, mainly, by the removal of dand and. shoals. 
1 Petitions 

I 
in favour of the Bili were presented from Grantham, and from graziers 

and farmers of Long Benningtont Claypole, Doddington and Westborough. 

The corporation of Nottingham voted Z50 to traders and watermen in 

the town, providing they agreed to spend twice as much in opposing 

the Newark Bill, and gave leave for interested parties to inspect the 

2 
corporation rýecords to provide evidence which might be employed. In 

the House of Commons, petitions against the Bill were presented from 

Nottingham, Gainsborough,, Hull, and, the London cheesemongersý3 The 

1., H. of C. Journals, XXIV9 111. Witnesses in favour of the Newark 

petition included Matthew Bradford, rector of Collinghamp Robert 

Hall, Robert Hearne and Robert Spraggingo the agent for the pro- 

moters. 

2. Willan (1936), p-. Lýý. 

3. 
lHv 

of C. Journals, XXIV, 136,147,160,162tl63- 
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Bill of 1742 failed to pass and thirty years elapsed before Newark 

obtained the requisite statutory authority. 

(iii) THE FOSSDYKE AND THE WITHAM 

After the death of his father in 1743, Richard Ellison junior 

held the lease of the Fossdyke. Although it was alleged in 1761 

that the lessee had spent over 914,000 in the previous twenty years 

in excess of what he had received from the navigation, it was often 

necessary for the common council of Lincoln to goad him into action. 

For example, in 1747 it seems that Ellison madea new cut out of the 

old channel of the Fossdyke and erected a new wharf nearby. One 

affect of this was that part of the old river silted up, but it was 

only under the threat that Lincoln common council would take action, 

that Ellison agreed to provide a passage for keels from the new 

wharf into Brayford. 
1A 

more serious threat to Ellison arose from 

the revival of schemes to improve the navigation of the river Witham. 

In the 1730's the common council of Lincoln had shown a growing 

interest in the improvement of the river Witham to the port of Boston. 

On 30 March 1736, the findings of a Commons committee - appointed to 

examine the petitions from Lincoln and Boston seeking leave to bring 

in a Bill for the improvement of the Witham - were reported to the 

House. One witness had affirmed that there had been continuous 

complaints of obstruction to nývigationq and that the river was in 

danger of being lost by being silted up on the stretch above Boston. 

1. Hill (1966), P-130- 
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When an engineer, James Scribow was examined, he had confirmed the 

existence of several tortuous bends on the stretch of river between 

Chapel Hill and Boston, at which places the w&terway was not more 

than 20 feet broad. He claimed to have seen watermen attempting to 

navigate between Boston and Lincolnt but finding it necessary to use 

lighting boats: - 

$they could not get up thither, but were obliged to unload their 

goods, and put them in less boats; and that they told him, that they 

should be under a necessity of unlading them several times, before 

they should be able to get up. ' 

All the witnesses stated that the ruinous state of the river was 

responsible for extensive flooding, to alleviate which the riparian 

proprietors had had recourse to the commissioners of sewers. To 

remedy these defects$ the engineer proposed to make a cut, seven 

miles in length, from Anthony Goat to Tattershall for both drainage 

and navigation purposes. The estimated cost of the cut - which was 

to be 70 feet wide and 6 feet deep - was Z6,363. 'Efforts to obtain 

statutory authority at that time proved abortive, 
2 

It was the possibility of improving drainage rather than navig- 

ation which seems to have prompted the revival of interest in the 

Witham in 1761. In that year several landowners joined in a petition 

toTarliament seell, -zing leave to bring in a Bill for draining cortain 

low lands lying on both sides of the river 'Nithan and for restoring 
1. H. of C. Journals, MII, 661. 

2. Kid. It was maintained that the cut rould help to drain offact-, 
ivelY over 27, COO acres of land. 
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and maintaining the navigation of the waterway from Highbridgo in 

Lincoln through the port of Boston to the sea. 
I Lincoln, and 

several towns in Yorkshire, opposed the scheme apprehensive that the 

Fossdyke navigation would be destroyed. In February 1762, Richard 

Ellison apprised Samuel Dawson - who was concerned in the Growine 

intra-regional coal trade - of the likely repercussions if the scheme 

was effected, and of the challenge they would have to face from the 

import of sea coal: - 

'A Bill is now preparing to be brought into Parliament this Sessions 

for improving the Navigation from the City of Lincoln to .*. Boston 

and for draining the low Grounds betwixt the two above places. The 

methods proposed for joyning this new Navigation with mine that goes 

from the River Trent to the City of Lincolno will entirely destroy 

my Navigation ... don't doubt but you are thoroughly sencesible of 

the benefits arising to you as a Coal Owner and Worker from my Navig- 

ation being supported, as the consumption up to Lincoln has been so 

very considerable, and will be more so in process of time if the same 

communication be kept openg but if the present scheme of the Gentlemen 

of Boston, pass into a Law and be putt into execution, that valuable 

branch of Trade which is now carried on betwixt the Countys of York 

and Lincoln, will be entiiely lost, and carried on by the People of 

Boston and all that extent of Country which is now served with coal 

from Yorkshire will be served with sea coal by Boston, I hope you'11 

consider this affair and take what methods you think proper to prevent 

the above passing into a Law ... 
1. Hill (1966)9, P-131. 
2* Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. Rockingham Letters R1/224. Dated at Thorne, 

1 February 1762.618 



Although the Witham Bill passed in 1? 62, provisoes were written 

in, the effect of which was to ensure the continued use of the Foss- 

dyke. The Aire and Calder proprietors and lessees seem to have 

played an active role in supporting Ellison. In May 1? 62, Peter 

Birt of Armin informed Richard Wilson, one of the Wakefield trustees: - 

I have the Pleasure to acquaint you that Mr. Ellison's atten- 

dance in London to secure the Navigation to Lincoln has been success- 

ful ... Ellison was much obliged to you and the other Proprietors. # 1 

Under the authority of the Witham Act, the river was to be cleansed 

and made navigable from Stampend Lock in Lincoln to Boston for 

vessels drawing 3 feet 6 inches of water. In addition to the 

erection of a number of flood gates designed to maintain the water 

supply of the Fossdyke, goods passing down the Fossdyke for Boston, 

or vice-versa, were landed at Brayford Bridge and carted through the 

city to the river Witham below Stampend .2 The navigation continued 

in this state until 1793. The need to maintain the water level in 

the Fossdyke was possibly one of the motives which .. prompted Ellison 

to seek the advice of John Smeaton. However, only minor work seems 

to have been carried out on the waterway. 
3 

Uv) THE INLAND PORTS OF THE VALE OF TRENT 

Although there-are extant statistics for the Fossdyke revenueal 

and of the volume of goods carried along the river Idle, it is not 

1. ACN 4/36. 

2.2 Geo. III, c-32- 
3. Hill (1966), P-130. Richard Ellison Jun. d. 1793p bequeathing the 

Fossdyke to Richard Ellison of Boultham and Henry Ellison. 
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possible to provide a complete picture of the volume of commoditieu 

handled by all the inland ports of the Vale of Trent in the pro-canal 

age. Similarly, the total tonnage of vessels operating from the 

inland ports in intra-regional and intor-reCional trade is still a 

matter for conjecture for the most part. It is leso difficult to 

discern the principal commercial patterns. 

0400 

Gross receipts on the Fossdyke rose from an annual average of 

Z647 in the years 1746-55, to a mean of ", lP038, per annum in the years 

1? 56-65.1 In 1? 68, it was estimated that twenty sloops and keols - 

a total tonnage of 400 tons which employed 40 mcn, - were regularly 

trading between Lincoln and Hull. 2 

The intra-regional trade of Lincoln by wator was mainly concerned 

with the import of coal and the export of agricultural produce, in 

Darticular grain and wool. Coal was brought from the Don, tho Aire 

and Calder and the Trent valleys, and by 1745 was being offorcd at 

less than two-thirds of the price it had formerly boon sold at. 
3 It 

seems probable that Richard Zllison was actively, enCaged in this 

trade, togyther with the dealings in timber which renainod the main 

business concern of the Thorne family*4 In onchahge for coal$ Crain 

and wool were sent to counties-west of the Trent. For example, in 

1.11ill (1966), P-308. 
2. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R/61/22/1. 

3. T. Allen, OD-cit-, 
-1,.;. 

72- 

4. Sheffield Central Library. Archives Department. M. D. 2764. 
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April 1755, it was recorded in the Derby newspaper that: - 

lowing to the shortage of corn in Derby market, large quantities have 

been bought in Lincoln and elsewhere and sent here by boat up the 

river Derwent. 1 1 

By the 176o's at least one Lincoln vessel was visitine Leeds fort- 

nightly with wool) and taking back goods up the Trent*2 

0*0000 90*0*0 a00000 

Although the Idle-Trent axis continued to be used by Sheffield 

traders when the Don waterway could not be employedt dealings at 

Bawtry wharf were increasingly confined to lead; timber, coal, and 

the shipping of a variety of goods for local estates. 

Table 6. Goods sent from and brourht to Bawtry for year ending 

1 January 1768 

Commodity Tonnare 
T-9-420 pigs of lead is 802 fodders 0 24 cwt. 962 

684 barrels red lead @8 cwt per barrel 273 
sundry other goods sent down 340 
sundry goods brought up 1*730 
timber 57 
stone and freestone 97 
Paul Smith has paid dues for 707 

--- Bingley has paid dues for (in his boat) 249 
4v415 

One of the wharfingers at Baivtry, James Gunthrop noted that: - 

fall the years prior to that of 1767 contains more tuns as the busi- 

ness at the Wharf has been gradually decreasing for a number of 

years. 3 

1. Derby Mercury, 24 April 17.55. 

2. Thoresby Society Mircellanea, XXXIII, 203-4. 

3. Sheffield City Library. Archives Department. M-D- 3707, 
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The records of Bawtry wharf are scanty for the mid-eighteenth century, 

but it seems that Gunthrop was not the sole wharfinger, In 1758, Paul 

Smith, one of the wharfingers at the Idle port entered into partner- 

ship with John Ellao a timber merchant of Snaitho and advertised 

that they had: - 

'leased land on the river Idle near Bawtry Bridge and have made a 

Commodious Wharfo warehouse and coal yard and have built boats for 

conveying timber, lead &c to and from Stockwith and Gainaborough on 

Trent. ' 1 

060000 00**00 0000** 

The quantity of goods carried along the Trent in the pro-canal 

age is a matter of speculation, In the eighteenth century the use 

of water transport for the conveyance of coal to both local and 

distant markets from the mining districts of Derbyshire and Notting- 

hamshire provided the greatest impetus to tho grovith of intra- 

regional trade in the Vale of Trent. Boats having a capacity of 

30-40 tons carried regular shipnents to Derbyt Nottingham, Newark, 

Lincoln and Gainsborough and even as far as the Humber, some being 

used to bring return cargoes of cornt malt, stone and timber, 2 

Despite the monopolistic practices of the lessoes of tho up-oor Trent 

navigation, it is apparent that the watkerway was being used to 

1. Derb; ý I-Ilercuryo 2 October 1756. 

2. Edwards, P-331- According to Deerring the regular dovm river trade 

of Nottingham in the eighteenth contury consisted Of c0alo 7-cnlýs 

timber, corn, v,; ooll pottery, and cheese fron Staffordsaire, 

Cheshire and Warwickshire, 
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Burton. In 1765, it was stated that Cheshire choose, potteryq and 

hardware from the Birmingham district were being shipped down the 

river to Gainsborough. A notable development was the transport of 

ale from Burton, either coastwise to Londont or as an export to 

Europe, chiefly to the Baltic countries* At Burton several, breweries 

which were to become renowned - particularly Worthington and Allsopp - 

had agents in Gainsborough and Hull, who shipped ale to Danzigg 

Elbing and St. Petersburg, and arranged for return cargoes. 
1 

During the first half of the eighteenth century the lessees of 

the upper Trent navigation did their utmost to retain their quasi- 

monopoly, while a clause in the Act of 1699 rendered it impossible 

to build wharves between Burton and Shardlow without the consent of 

the Earl of Uxbridge or the lessees to whom he farmed the waterway. 

Following a quarrel in 1749 between the lessees and a company using 

the navigation, the former resorted to blocking the waterway for 

almost a decade. 2 The challenge to the Fosbrooke family of Shardlow 

Hall and Ravenstone, who had controlled the upper Trent with the 

Haynes family of Burtong almost certainly came from Francis Wardl a 

Nottingham wharfinger who subsequently set up as a merchant at Wilne 

Ferry, Ward had earlier been involved in protracted litigation with 

the corporation of Nottingham over their right to wharfage toll* 3 

When he died in May 1752, a short obituary in the Derby Mercur 

noted: - 
1. Mathias (1959), P-176. The Worthington firm was founded in 1744; 

the Bass firm in 1777. 

2. Wood, p. 22, 

3. Nottingham Records, VI, 130. 
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I the present flourishing state of trade and navigation up the river 

Trent are chiefly owing to him, and his opening a free navigation on 

the said river from Gainsborough to Burton of his own expence is a 

lasting memorial of his public spirit in the defence of the Common 

Rights of Mankind. ' 1 

Vessels employed on the Trent were built locally, in particular 

at Stockwith andýGainsborough. During the controversy in 1745-46, 

concerning the import of sail-cloth from the'Baltic, a petition was 

presented to the House of Commons from sail-makers, rope-malsors and 

cail-cloth manufacturers in Gainsborough, which affirmed that: - 

'several sloops, of forty or fifty tons, built upon the river Trent 

have been entirely fitted out with foreign sail-cloth and have 

navigated to Hull, without any exception taken at then, by the officers 

of Customs., 2 

Vjjtnesses vrho a-ppeared before the Cor; 1mons commIttee alleged that 

about 150 sloops, keels and ! -. etches were regularly employed on 

river Trent, excluding larger vessels wihich enCared in the coast-Lng 
3 trade. In 1768, it was calculated that, t 30 sloojýs and 31ýcels wero 

reGularly employcd between Gainsborough and I-lull, a totiil b", Irthen of U 

go I_r:,; el:, en. 
4 

-rthur Young visited 1,500 tons and navic-, ated by When A 

Gainsborough, he saw ships of 700 tons cocting. -C3,800 on the stocks 

5 in -the yard of Henry Sm-_*-. th and Son On the eve of the canal 'P)e$ 
1. Derby Mercury, 27 MjaY 1752. Death of Francis Ward, merchant of 

Willington. 

2.11. of C. Journalso XXVý 42. 

3. Ibidj' 99# 

4. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R/61/22/1. 

5. Young, I. p. 102.625 



the port of Gainsborough was flourishing. A witnoss in a lawsuit 

in 1769 affirmed that: - 

11.1any private Wharfs and Vlarohouses'(have been) built'at great 
'' 

Expence since the Increase of Trade there .. * of very great extent 

which are connonly used for landing corn and absolutely necessary 
41 

for carrying on the Trade there. ', 

Some years laterg a topographer recorded that: - 

... about sixty years agog the Trent was rendered navigable as 

high as the town of Burton. In consequence of this improvement 

considerable business began to be done upon it. And it was calcu- 

lateds that the goods carried down it every year amounted to about 

fourteen thousand tons. ' 2 

THE EARLY TURNPIKE TRUSTS OF-SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

The growing interest in road reform and road malting, which may be 

dated from the 1730's, was prompted partly by local needs and demands, 

and partly as local manifestations of the increaSing-general concern 

at'the state of the highways. As in other parts of the regiont the 

turnpike trusts may be classified partly according to traffic 

specialismst namely, trans-Pennine routes, north-south routess 

'feeder' routes to the inland ports, and coal and lead mining routes. 

In the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuriest goods were 

sometimes'sent by land carriage from Manchester and Stockport to 

1. Beckwith, p. 18* 

2. J-Pilkington, ' View of the Present State of Derbyshire (1789), 1, 

276-7. 
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Doncasters the head of navigation before the extension of the water- 

way. In 1732, an Act was passed to turnpike the road from Manchester 

to Saltersbrook-via Ashton under Lyne and Mottram in Longdendale. 

Two years later, proposals were made to turnpike the remaining stretch 

of the trans-Pennine route from Saltersbrook to Doncaster via Barnsley. 

However, no Act was obtained at that time. 1 
The late 1730's seems to 

have witnessed an increase in inier regional dealings, which encou- 

raged the development of Barnsley. In 1739, William Marsden one of 

the leading Inhabitants of the town described the prevailing patterns 

of commerce to the agent of the new lord of Barnsley manors the Duke 

of Leeds: - 

... the advantage our town of Barnsley received from our corn 

markets and that it was in a great measure supported by the Demand 

from the western Countys, Lancashire and Cheshire ... another ad- 

vantage that has accrued to our neighbourhood of late years, by 

Grinding the wheat upon the mills situate upon the streams near to 

us, and sending it in the flour instead of the grain, from which 

watermills are grown much more valuable than they were, and take 

greater rents than they formerly did, and still they are deficiento 

and unable to doe whats required ... that a windmill or two being 

erected upon some part of our Common would certainly meet with encou- 

ragement to answer what money would be required to be laid upon the 

project. .. 12 

Three roads from Doncaster were among the six Wost Riding turnpike 

1. J. Wilkinson, op-cit., p-172. 
2. Leeds MSS. Box 36 (unsorted). 
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Bills promoted in the 1740-1 Parliamentary session, namely, the route 

to Saltersbrook via Barnsley, to Halifax via Wakefield, and to York 

via Ferrybridge. In December 1740P Cavendish Nevile wrote to William 

Spencer at Cannon Hall: - 

There's to be a meeting at Doncaster ... upon the Several 

Schemes for carrying the Roads thence to York, Wakefield and Barnsley 

to meet the Cheshire and Lancashire Roads. I believe they would be 

advantageous to our Countrey and convey everything wanted to our 

Trade with more dispatch and safety and be of a General Service to 

our Carriers ... 11 

On 19 December 1740, a petition was presented to the House of Commons 

from traders and farmers living in and around Doncaster and Barnsley 

seeking leave to bring, in a Bill for the repair of the twenty-two 

miles of road between Doncaster and Saltersbrook, part of the route: - 

'for conveying Goods from the Eastern to the Western Seas.? 2 

A week later William Marsden apprised the Duke of Leeds that: - 

'in regard to the affair of our Turnpike which goes on very well, 'and 

I believe at last wee shall have a generall Consent; but wee have had 

a great friend of my Lord Dupplin. I know not how wee'should have 

done if His Lordship had not engaged in the affair$ for at our 

generall meeting no one appeared either so willing or so able to serve 

us. j3 

A-t the end of January the committee nominated by the House of 

Commons to examine the allegations of the Doncaster and Barnsley 

1. Spencer Stanhope MSS (Sheffield). 60524. 

2. H. of C. Journals, XXIIIt 568. 

3. Leeds MSS. Box 36 (unsorted). 
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petition reported back to the House. Witnesses had testified that 

the stretch of road between Manchester and Saltersbrook had been 

improved following the implementation Of the 1732 Act: - 

'but the road from Saltersbrook to Doncaster is in a very ruinous 

condition and dangerous to Passengers travelling the same in the 

Winter season notwithstanding statute work has been done. ' 

Cheese, salt, potatoes and manufactured goods were carried by pack- 

horse from Manchester and Barnsley to Doncaster, with back carriage 

in hemp, flax and German yarn for the Lancashire textile industries. 

It was anticipated that the improvement of the Doncaster-Saltersbrook 

stretch would enable wheeled traffic to be used: - 

'... trade could be carried on much easier, by sending Commodities 

in Waggons, Carts ... the Yarn which comes over in great Fats (:: ý7 

could be carried much more conveniently ... a great advantage would 

arise to the Traders of Manchester, Barnsley and Parts adjacentý they 

being at present obliged to send their Goods in Packs to London, 

which they could then bale at home. ' 

It was also expected that interests concerned in coal mining in the 

Barnsley distriGt would benefit: - 

'in the great Increase in the Sale of coals which in the precent 

ruinous condition, of the lRoads, can now only, be carried a fevi Months 

in tie Summer; but, if the Roads ... repairod might be carried at all L) 

times of the year. 
1 

Traders and farmers at Rotherham rere anxious that the road from 

their tovili to the Doncaster-Saltersbroolt road in Penistone might be 

1. H. of C. "Journals, XXIII, 613- 
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included in the Bill. George Phipps had informed the committee 

that the passage of heavy waggons had rendered the Rotherham-Hart- 

cliffe Hill road in a ruinous condition, despite the expenditure of 

an assessment of 6d in the pound. The road was a ffeedert to the 

river Don, it being maintained that the proposed improvement in land 

carriage would benefit the manufacturing towns of Lancashire and 

would facilitate the conveyance of iron from Wortley forge to Rother- 

ham: - 

#for the further Convenience of Water-carriage, the River Dun being 

navigable to the said Town. ' 

Having considered the-report, the House agreed that a Bill night be 

brought in to improve the road from Doncaster to Saltersbrook and 

from Rotherham to Hartcliffe Hill. ' 

The passage of the Bill met little organised opposition, although 

the lessees of the river Don, and landowners with interests in coal. 

were apprehensive on some points. On 12 February 1741, William 

Marsden informed William Spencer of the efforts being made by Henry 

Broadhead to hinder the progress of the Bill: - 

'who pretends he does it by reason the toll for Coaches is charged 

too high, but the truth of the story is, he's a farmer of the Navig- 

ation of the river Dunns and therefore does'not like it. ' 2 

Delays in the committee stage were also occasioned by differences 

between Lord Effingham and Edward Wortley about the location of the 

various toll bars: - 
1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 613- 

2. Spencer Stanhope MSS (Sheffield). 60515. 

630 



U 

'the for=! -: r wo-ild not ha--e one placed niSher Rotherham than Park Gate, 

by which mecns his C-, ols rould Zoe to Rotherham aneý the river rrithout 

paying anýr toll, the latter insisted upon its being left in the breast 

of the Co=iczioners to sett it TKiere they thought nost proper. ' 
1 

After long discussions and several meetings of the committee, it ras 

finally agreed that the placing of the toll bar should be left to the 

Co=issioners named in the authorisatIon instrument. On 28 February 

1741, Marsden informed William Spencer that: - 

'I expect our Turnpike will be reported Monday ... Wortley being nor 

satisfied ... he and Lord Effingham has caused some delay in regard 

to the Rotherham branchola 

The later stages of the Bill's progress in the House of Commons aroused 
3 

no further contention, and-it passed the Lords without amendment. In 

the same session, Acts were passed to turnpike the roads from Doncaster 

to Halifax via WakefieldJ4 and from Doncaster to York via Ferrybridge. 
5 

An indication of the progress made by the various trusts may be 

discerned from an examination of the Parliamentary proceedings which 

occurred when renered or additional statutory powers were deemed re- 

quisite. In 1756, the trustees for the Red House (Doncaster) to Wake- 

field and Wakefield to Halifax roads promoted a renewal Bill, On 3 

Februarys Sir Lionel Pilkington reported to the House of Commons from 

1. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Sheffield . 60515. 

2. loc. cit. Marsden had previously expressed some doubts about the 

inclusion of the Rotherham branch: - 'I always apprehended we should 

or might be delayed by suffering Rotherham to joyn... 

3.14 Geo. II, C. 31. 

4.14 Geo. II, c. 19. 

-5,14 Goo. II, c. 28.631 



the committee nominated to consider the several petitions. Witnesses 

had alleged that the trustees for repairing the ". Iakefield-Halifax 

stretch had borrored Z3,180 and that L5 remained due for interest. 

The Redhouse-17akefield trustees had raised Z1,107, and the sum of t67 

was outstanding for the payment of interest. 
1 Subsequently, the sum 

of 9289 was remitted to Samuel Harper the promoters? solicitort but 

the Bill failed to pass in that session. In 1757 the necessary 

authority for renewing the powers of the trusts was secured. 
2 

In June 1757, subscriptions were opened to obtain additional loan 

capital for the Redhouse-Wakefield roads the former creditors to be 

paid off unless they agreed to a reduction of interest to four per 

cent. If any of the former creditors subscribed additional sums then: *- 

'their old and new Debts put together that the Vhole may carry 

Interest from one and the same time. ' 

Table 7. Creditors of the Redhouse-Wakefield Turn-pike Trust in 1758.3 

william Led.: -ard of '"-rentliorpe 500 

Sir 1,11--nn of -, o-, ell 300 

Jo: an Rotj,, )-. ýck of 3CO 
Chpzrlo, tte, Fra, ices, Jane and 1: '. --. ry Ramsden, ) 

- s- ali of Pontefract Iusters. 300 , , 
of R3c%ifný, iari 2r/-O 

T llio:: ýas Mor-_-ýýll of Flfxby 2,5 0 
, "I Yarborou ý; h, of 200 

, Johm of ---.:,. -at 
. S-r SaVL-e 
zo: ý, r *,! c--_-,. -:, ortli of Brotton ICIO 

L, P-n, -c:; tr L-f R"Vi --- c 11 C. C 
f ýe id ICIC 
-h of Ive., tc rSt 

A 11-11--wa Of, VaLef-old, '00 

Lurd D_; wne 7.0111, 
by R-chard "veddell or Wr e vel '-\0 c 

-- , 'I. '- "ta - T 
rtane. Pc :nbcrtonI-!: L 1nc, s0ff _- e 10, c 

F, 3,300 

1. H. of C. iournplso =JTJ 

, 421. 
2. 

3. I. T. R. A. 0. Re dhouse -Wake field Turnpike Trust. Minute Book 1. 
6,52 



Men the new Act rms im-lementedg it nas agreed that toll bars 

should be located at Agbridge, Wind=ill and 19ragby on the Redhouse- 

Wakefield road. In 1768, the tolls were first leased for a tern of 

three years to John, Richard and George Blackburn at an annual rent 

of E380. By 1774, the, rent paid by the new lessee - Janes Barber 

of Hutton Bank bar near Ripon - had risen to F, 407 per annum. 
1 

0000*00000.0a. 
0a0. 

The chief exit from Sheffield by road was by way of Lady's Bridget 

from which point two roads divergeds namely, the route to Tinsley and 

Rotherham and thence to Bawtry, and the route to Barnsley, Wakefield 

and York. A southern exit went via Far Gate, Barker's Pool, Coalpit 

Lane and Button Lane to Little Sheffield. 2 The Sheffield Company of 

Cutlers and the Torn Trustees were associated in a number of turnpike 

undertakings with the double motive of contributing to the town's 

development and providing a source of investment. 

During the Seven Years War# a number of turnpike Acts were passed 

authorising the improvement of some of the more important stretches 

of road in south Yorkshire and north Derbyshire. In 1756, a trust 

was authorised to improve the Sheffield-Derby roadl which was part of 

the London road via Chesterfield. Two years later, the road between 

Sheffield and Wakefield via Barnsley was also turnp: Lked, By 1776, 

the indebtedness of this important north-south route amounted to a 
l*, W*R. A. O* HInute Book of Redhouse-17akefield Trust. In 1774, 

it was necessary to establish a new toll bar at Ackworth because 

the tolls raised from the gate at Wragby had diminished: - $by 

reason of the New Road being opened to ... colliery at Nostell. 0 

A. W. Goodfellow, 'Sheffield Turnpikes in the Eighteenth Century', 

Transactions of the Hunter Archaeological Societys V(1943) PP-71 
633 



a total of L5,300. 
1 

TiLble 8. Creditors of the Sheffield-Wakefield-Turnpike Trust in 1776 

Duke of Norfolk 
Earl of Strafford 
Mrs Wood 
Duke of Devonshire 
Marquis of Rockingham 
Mrs Mawhood 
Sir Thomas Wentworth 
Mrs E. Robinson 
Sheffield Town Trustees 

li2oo 
900 
800 
600 
600 
400 
300 
300 
200 

C5 s 300 

An important factor in road improvement in the middle decades of 

the eighteenth century was undoubtedly to facilitate coal traffic and 

the extension of markets* For example, it seems that the chief 

purpose of the turnpike road from Sheffield to Buxton via Grindleford 

Bridge and Hucklow, and the road to Sparrowpit via Hathersar 
., c, Hope 

and Castleton, was to enable coal mined around Hceley to, coret ih 7P_ 0w 

coal mined in Cheshirep which was carried along Shn 
., 

tho rbrooko Hill 

trust's road from Chapel-en-le-Frith toll free. 2 These roads, -rere 

turnpiked under an Act of 1758.3 

In 1726 and 1740, the undertakers of the Don Navigation had been 

authorised to improve the road between the statutory limit of the 

waterway at Tinsley and Sheffield and to rate goods at I-j per ton. 

Men proposals were madc in 1759 to turnpike the road from Bawtry to 

Shefficld via Tinsley, the Don undertakers were apprehensive that the 

trustees of the new turnpike might set up a gate on the stretch of 
0 

road between Tinsley and Sheffieldl and exact tolls in addition to 
1. A. W. Goodfellow, op. cit., p. 78. 

2. Hopkinson, 'Coalfield', P-307. 
3.31 Geo. II, c. 62. 
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the impost which the undertakers had been authorised to collect. If 

this occurred, it was anticipated that the trade of the river Don 

would be discouragedg and the undertakers were anxious either to 

prevent the location of a toll bar between Tinsley and Sheffield, or 

to exempt carts and carriages conveying goods to and from Tinsley 

wharf. 
1 It soon became clear that the undertakers would not be able 

to abort the Bawtry-Sheffield schemeq which induced them to consider 

the pros and cons of either seeking to have saving clauses and pro- 

visoes written into the Bill, or of securing additional powers for 

their road between Tinsley and Sheffield, The interests at Bawtry, 

who were largely responsible for the promotion of the road Bill , 

received support from Sir Lionel Pilkingtong an M. P. who seems to have 

had a poor opinion of the tactics employed by the Don undertakers: - 

land not only sees through all their little mean shifts, but has 

guarded against them .-., 
3 

When the Bill was being considered at the committee stage on 5 May 

1760, it was agreed that: - 

'no bar will be erected between Tinsley and Sheffield but the trustees 

have a power to lay out not exceeding C10 yearly -if they shall think 

fit, in the Repairs of the portion of road belonging to the Navig- 

ators., 
4 

The Act which passed in 1760 authorised the improvement of the roads 

from Bawtry to Sheffield and thence to the south side of Wortley where 

1. Don MSS. River Dun Minute Book I, fol-171, 

'522/162. 2. Tibbitts Collection. T. Ce 

3. loc. cit. T. C. 404/15- 

4. loc. cit, T. C. 522/173- 



1 
the route joined the turnpike road leading from Rotherham-Manchester. 

Of the Z30000 borrowed by the trustees, a considerable part was sub- 

scribed by the leading inhabitants of Bawtry, 

Table g. "Creditors of the Bawtry-Sheffield Turnpike Trust in 1765ý 

John Lister of Bawtry 19200 
Richard, Earl of Scarbrough 500 
Robert Townrow of Glentworth, Lincolnshire 200 
John Dawson of Bawtry 200 
Robert Banks of Bawtry 200 
Mary Maw of Bawtry 200 
William Mellish of Blyth 200 
William Robinson of Wickersley 200 
Thomas Ward of Arnold, Nottinghamshire 100 

C39000 

To what extent the promoters of road Bills for the highways of 

south Yorkshire took into consideration the prevailing rates of 

interest is a matter, on which little information has yet come to 

light. As in the Vale of Trentj road Bills continued to, be promoted 

during the Seven Years War, accelerating a little in numbers in 

1764-5. Reference to the relationship between the rate of return on 

loan. capital and the timing of a turnpike promotion may be seen in 

the case of the Doncaster-Tinsley road. In December 1763, Lord 

Rockingham was informed of a meeting held at Doncaster to promote 

the requisite Bill, at which time it was agreed to pay five per cent 

interest: - 

'at which rate a large Subscription is made, and not extraordinary 

that on the eve of the lowering of Interest, people should be ready 

1.33 Geo. II, c. 55, 

2. W. R. A. 0. Minute Book of the Sheffield-Bawtry Turnpike Trust. Box 35- 

Robert Townrow was the steward of Lord Scarbrough. 
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to lend their money on so good and lasting a Security. ' I 

Rockingham was urged by John Wrightson of Cusworth to use his interest 

so that the promotion of the Bill'might be postponed: - 

'for if it was thought proper to delay it some time since, on account 

of the high Interest of money, it certainly will be prudent to delay 

it one year longer at least, when it is probable money may be'' 

borrowed at 4 per cents Besides the affair does not seem, to be 

conducted with that knowledge and caution necessary, and appears to be 

entered into, with too much precipitation and inattention by come, by 

others with deliberate Vievis of private Interest, nore than the 

General good of the Country. 'Whenever the Heads of a Bill can be 

framed in the Country u-pon equitable terms, and money borrowed at 

moderate Interest, I shall be very nlad to see a Turnpike promoted, 

as the badnoss of the Roads in some places calls for it, 
" 

In 1764, Acts were passed to imy)rove the roads botween Doncaster- 

Tinsley 2; between Sheffield-VforksOP3; and between Rotherham and 

Pleasley. 4 

(1d)TRAD13 ATTID TRANSPO'ýT O". \T TM PrISIR' DON IN T11"i P171711-CANAL AG7ý-' 

Between 1741-50, the Company of Proprietors of thr River Don 

raised. an aJd-ftiOnal sum of zZ14,250, which ras principally rcmuiror' 

for carryinG out L-i-prove-raents belový 77--l-Isick House ane, in ox-luenclin, ol 

1. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. Rl/39/9(a). 

2.4 Goo. 1110 c. 64- 

3.4 Geo. III, C-52. 
4.4 Geo. III, c. 65- 
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navigation to Tinsley. By 1751, when the river was opened throughout 

its length, the total capital of the undertaking was C, 40,5009 after 

which time additional expenditure went mainly on routine repairs and 

minor improvements. 1 Although toll receipts for the years when the 

waterway was leased by navigation 'farmers' have not come to light) 

the increasing rent paid by the lessees was undoubtedly, a reflection 

of the growing trade on the river. The rent paid by the lessees rose 

from Z1,200 per annum in 1740 - allowing for an annual dividend of 

41 per cent - to Z3,500 per annum. between 1751-58 - allowing for-a 

dividend of nearly 9 per cent on an increased capital. 
2 When the 

Company resumed direct management of the navigation in 17-53,, the 

return on the proprietors' capital compared favourably-with mo-st of 

the transport undertakings of the region, Howevor,., the proprietors 

could scarcely have been confident either that the vatorway, had been 

perfected, or that its com, -., iercial and rcvonue potent-1-il 'had 10('011 

fully realised. Ubt merely were their powers linited by the Act, of 17LýO 

to deepening the channel from Fishlock Ferry to below Staý. nforth forc! 

and to making any cut or loc% on t1ie r,, outh side of -ýhe river,, but 

much of the local water traffic was exeriplucd from additional tolls. 3 

Having carried out improvements bet,.! (-, on Stainforth aird Fi3hlock, 

the proprietors turned their attention to the lower stret-ahez of t4le I 

waterviay. For example, in 1759 the channel of the river below Barxiby 

Dun was contracted to give a better flor of -o. -ator, and in-. the fol-loring 

year James Brindley was employed to design the leaves for-three, bridgos 

1. Willan (1965), P-38. 
2. Ibid, p PP. 34o 39. 

3. Hopkinson, tInland Navigation's P-233. 
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across thelDutch river for, whfLgh, authority had been, obtained in 1727. 

In the 1760's the Don Company began to acquire wator rights at as 

many points along the river as possibleg 
_a 

policy which led to, a, 
, 

prolonged_dispute with the Walkers of 1-fasborough,. who h, adjeaced 
i 1,11-74- 

water rights at the Holmes, the property of the Earl of Effingham. 

When the"Don Company resumed direct control of the rivor in-1758., the,,, 

preferential tolls enjoyed by the Walkers had been abolished,, and,, the 

ironmasters complained that this meant that all, boats viero paying the 
A 

same dues. irrespective of destination. On the other handp the Don 

undertakers complained that the Walkers' new works - rolling and 

grinding mills and a furnace - took three times as much water out of 

the river as,, the old slitting mill of John Fell had done. In 1761, 

the committee members of the Don Company made an unsuccessful approach 

to the Earl of Effinghamq offering, him compensation if he would agree 

to a diminution of water used by the Walkers' works. In the follow- 

ing year the Don proprietors attempted to secure. an Act to enforce 

what. they considered as their riehts, but it seems that Effinsham's 

influence was sufficient to secure its rejection. 
2 The dispute 

dragged on, and in 1770 the Walkers, completelY, paralysed the waterway 

by preventing, all'traffic from passing through the Lone Cut at Thry- 

bergh. Eventually, the Don proprietors were compelled to admit 

de'fea'f and to ýay the Walkers L90 inniually and to' concede 'the- Claim 

for freedom from tolls between Holmes and Rotherham, in return for 

which the ironmasters promised to keep the navigation supplied with 

waterý 

1.13 Geo. I,, c. 20. 
2. Hopkinsons 'Inland Navigation' q P-235. 
3.1-b-id. * 639 



An analysis of the extant toll revenues of the Don Navigation 

between Lady Day 1759 and Lady Day 1769 the total yield of which 

amounted to Z70,061 - provides an indication of the importance of intra- 

regional trade. Of a mean annual total of Z7,006, the revenue from 
1 

coal amounted to L3,732 16s per annum, or something over 53 per cent. 

The construction of the Don Navigation tended to canalize mining along 

one narrow section of the coalfield. The short distance movement of 

coal was facilitated by the construction of wagonways, notably at 

Sheffield in 1722-3, at Kimberworth between 1742-5 and at Park Gate in 

1747ý 

By the 1760's coal mined around Rotherham and the terminus of the 

Don Navigation at Tinsley had -penetrated the Trent valley as far 

south as Newark and along the Fossdyke to Lincoln whence adjacent 

parts of the county could be supplied. In 1769, it was estimated 

that 30,000 tons of coal were sold between Gainsbor6ughg Lincoln and 

Newark, most of which was supplied from around Rotherham. 3 It seems 

that the acquisition of these markets was facilitated by the temporary 

exhaustion of collieries around Nottingham, and the inability of the 

south Derbyshire mines of Heanorg Shipley and Langley to compete while 
4 the roads to the Trent were in such a poor condition, 

1. Willan (1965), P. 40. - 
2. Hopkinsons 'Charcoal Iron', P-131. 
3. Hopkinson, 'Inland Navigation', p. 236., 

4. Hopkinsons'Coalfieldtp PP-303-4. A traveller in Lincoln in 1772 

'noted that the supply of coal in Lincolnshire was chiefly from the 

Yorkshire collieries. 
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Another extensive market for coal mined in south Yorkshire was 

along the Derwent Navigation to Malton) an inland navigation con- 

trolled by the Marquis of Rockingham and leased by the most important 

coalmasters on his estate, the Fenton family. In 1757, Thomas and 

William Fenton leased coal under the Wentworth estate at a rent of 

C324 for the first two years of the lease and of Z648 for the 

remaining 19 years. 
1 In the 1760's the Marquis of Rockingham 

attempted to supply his London house and his estate in Nothamptonshire 

vrith coal nined on the Wentworth estate at Low Wood. Coal was first 

sqnt by barge to Thorne, where it was placed in larger keelc for 

shipment to Hull, and was then forwarded by collier to London and 
r 

Lynn. 
1 

examplej in October 1765 Lord Rockingham was advised by 

William Martin, a former employee of the Don conpany: - 

to **I have engaged a sloop to take in about 40 Dozen of Low Mod 

Coals for your Lordship's use in Town. The Vessel is now lying at 

Thorne and the Coals are gettinz down to Kilnhur, -, t. I hope they 

will all be down Tomorrow. The -principal difficulty rrill be to cot 
IIý, 

Boats to, carry then down to Thorne, they are all co much on 

Accoulit o- the J,, Ta. v-ip, -, qtion bein, -, stopld so lon-. 1 110-, )0 1 Can P-Pvvll 

vrith the River Don Co. to let no hnvc tro of their 11-3, oats. 12 

It seems probable that this traffic was, merely dosf. Cned, to rl(, Pt 

domestic requirements, and was in no way an attempt to Cain n foothold 

'in" 'the Loiidbri doal markot. 'Alt0g'Ctho. r it tras c, " stinato d, -that the total 

1. Hopkinson, 'Coalfieldl, plý,, p. 305. 

2. Wentworth Woodhouse TISS,. -R. 186/2. 
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volume of coal passing doiirn the Don from all collierios in 1772 

anounted to some 40,000 waggons - probably botwoen 80,000 and 0.0,000 

tons - of which about half was supplied by the Fontons. 1 

In addition to the intra-regional trade in coal, poat was also 

carried to many points within the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway system. 

'When Pococke visited Thorne in 17500 he recorded that: - 

'Thorn is a populous market townp and subsists by the water trade, by 

farming, and by the wood which they raise out of the Moors; the oak 

they call black-oak and the firs moor-wood, they find it from 2 to 3 

feet underground; the deeper it is the better: that found near the 

clay or surface is rotten and good for nothing, At aboutIthe depth 

of 3 feet they meet with a white sand when they dig for peat and for 

this wood, and so throwing in the surface on the sand, they plough it, 

and it makes very good land. ' 2 

Some years later, a topographer recorded of Thorne that: - 10 
'Before the Stainforth and Keadby canal was cut, an extensive'trade 

was carried on in which was'employed between 30 and 40, boats, and more 

than the latter number of families earned a comfortable subsistence in 

cutting and preparing peat which they transported by means of the 

peculiar boats used for that purpose to the river Don; there it was 

shipped into larger vessels for the SUPPlY of all the different towns 

on the banks of the Dong Ouseq Trent and Humber. t3 

I. - Hopkinsoni'Coalfieldt, p, 0305- 
2. Pocockets Travels, P. 18 4. 
3. S. Whaley,. op. cit., p. 122. The boats employed on the boating drains 

were clinker built, about 27 feet long and 131 feet wide, 
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The trade An,. stone and lime,,, along the river,, wac also largely of 

an intra-regional nature, the annual average of tolls-paid on those 

items amounting to,. U79 
, 

6s in, the, years, 1759-69 inclusive. ý-, There is 

evidence of numerous lime kilns alonf;, the valleyl, at Conisborough, 

Hoober, Wentworthj, ]ýilnhurst, Sprotboroughg, Tinsley, Rothqrham and. 
2 

Warmsworth. 
'A'study 

of the, rec, ords of the lime, ý, at, Warms- quarries 

worth provides a picture of the water trade in lime, which was carried 

in four vesselp to Thorne 
_quay, -.,., 

New Bridgqg Tishlake, -Townside, 

Wheatley, Ravicliffe'l Littleborough, Ferry 9 -,, 
Yoke fleet 

', 
Sýaggin sides, 

Gunhouse,, WeAtwo3ý, ý4,,, B. ridgeg Sykehouse Ferryg, Althorp,, Owston-, Ferry, 

Swinelfleetl,, Keadby. Ferryg, Wilsick Housegp4nham, ýHaydilco Stait4j Briggg 

Misson,, Poncastert,,, Bawtrys, York, and,, Nottingham., ln,, 1764-5 inclusivel 

4967 chaldrons were, carr, Jed by vater. 
,,,, 

Coal for the, lime worksat 

Warmsworth wasobt, ained,, from Denaby,, analorwarded down the river, Don. 3 

4týough the number, of vessels,. employpd,, on,, the,,. river Don seems to 

have risen markedly during the eighteenth conturys it is clear that at 

certain time& there'. 'was'aýshortageý'ratherý'than''a surfeit'in'th6ir, '" 

number. For example, in 1758 the proprietors of the Warmsworth lime 

quarries complained that the scarcity of vessels was certainly one 

factor limiting expansion: - 

'If I had had Boats at ... Command last year I coutd have delivered 

more, llimel--PLn4, -stoneýa-Great deale-, and-am, at-a great, loss-atTresent 

as I cannot get. Boates--. 
1., Willan, (1965),, p-ýO--ý 
2. Hopkinson, 'Coalfieldt, P-305. 
3. Battie Wrightson JISS. BW/A/216. 
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It is difficult'-toýeatimate how many vessels were"r'egularly 

employed on the river Don in the pre-canal age, 'When the Walkers' 

- 'paralysed the long'cut , at Thrybergh in 17700 they succeeded in 

grounding between 70 and 80 boats for a week'on the Don, in 1768 

it was calculated that there were 150 vessels -a total tonnage of 

59000 tons-and employing 350 men - regularly trading'between Thorne 

and Hull. 2 

The vessels trading through or transhipping at Thorne were not 

solelyýconcerned with ifitra-regional commerce, The most important 

items'expoited1rom the'region via the river"Don were'undoubtedly 

-berbyshire lead and Sheffield wares, Between'1759-69, the annual 

average'revenue from lead on the Don Navigation amounted to F'366 511 

or'about six per cent of the total mean yield. Of revenue from 

other goods, 'which aver'aeed L29727 13.2 per'aýnumqabout Z19500 

was said to be for articles'of Sheffield'manufacture. 3 

(vii). TRANSPORT, DEVELOPMENTS IN-THE AIRE AND CALDER VALLEYS 

In the 17301st trading interests on the Lancashire-Yorkshire 

border began to pay increasing attention to the improvement of land 

and water communications on an east-west axis. There were several 

factors responsible for the growing concern at the inadequacy of the 

1. Hopkinsong 'Inland Navigation', P-236, 
2, Wentworth Woodhouse MSS, R. 61/22/1. 

3. Willan (1965), P-40. 
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Pennine routes. The development of the Aire and Calder waterwaya 

facilitated the carriage of grain from the East Riding and Lincoln- 

shire to the growing industrial districts of the West Riding and, 

Lancashire. The journey was completed along land carriage routes 

which had changed little from their seventeenth century condition. 

Cheese and salt provided important items for back carriage. The 

same routes were used to supply raw materials for the textile indus- 

tries which were soon to attain a position of national predominance; 

wool from Lincolnshire and Leicestershire found its way to the 

woollen and worsted manufacturing districts west of Leeds and Wake- 

field and their offshoots in the Colne and Burnley valleys. One of 

the main water routes between London and Manchester was via Hull and 

then by river navigation to Wakefieldq whence cotton and yarn were 

brought by horse or waggon to Manchester. ' Similarly, linen yarn 

imported from the Continent through Hull was forwarded by water to 

L eeds and then carried by land to Bolton and Rochdale. 2 The markets 

for finished goods from the textile districts could also be more 

easily served if the trans-Pennine routes were improved; Lancashire 

fustians were sold in considerable quantities to the Continent, while 

the woollens and worsteds of the West Riding were finding favour in 

colonial America. The years after 1730 were marked by considerable 

ferment and contention concerning the numerous proposals to improve 

land and water routes. 

e0000 060000 40 00*60 

1. Wadsworth and Hann, p. 221. 

2., Ibid, P-270- 
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The'first'turnpike Act to include roads in Yorkshire was passed 

in, 1735, for the improvement of the routes from Manchester and Oldham 

t6lSaddlewortht and from Rochdale over Blackstone Edge to Halifax and 

Elland. 1 When the Bill was passing through the Houde of Commonno the 

inhabitants of Elland solicited-the assistance of Sir Georee Savile 

to secure the exemption of coal from the payment of tolls, 'a feature 

of'many'-turnpike Acts, which usually served to deprive the trustees 

of s uffic I ient revenue to pay interest on loan capital -or to repair 
2 the roads. By 1740, the trustees of the Pochdale-Hali. fax road were 

indebted for Z2,500, and the money taken in tolls averaCed only 

Z3 -166 per week. One of the trustees noted: - 
I four Act was obtained in a hurry and there are some omissions, 'If 

the statute work of each township was to be paid in money or com- 

., ý-1 -#3 pounded for with the surveyor it would answer better, 

The improvement of the upper Calder above Wakefield wac favoured 

by trading and manufacturing interests on the Yorkshire-Lancashi re 

border, but aroused the opposition of'the riparian proprietors 

particularly the oviners of'fulling mills - and the apprehension of 

tovms already enjoying the benefits of heads of navigation. In May 

1735, Sir George Savile was apprised of a scheme to extend the navi- 

gation of the Calder above Wakefield. When several of the riparian 
1* 8 Geo. II, c-7. Although Manchester had lost most of its importance 

as a centre of the woolien industrys it still remained the market 
for the clothiers of Saddleworth, Stalybridge and Bury, who 

attended its 'Woollen Hall'. 

2. Savile MSS. DDSR 211/3/35- 

3. ACN 4/108. William Whitworth was surveyor, clerk and treasurer of 

the trust with a salary of Z25 per annum. 
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proprietors met at Wakefield, it was agreed: - 

'to get into the Confederacy for a Strenuous Oppositio -n both in their 

Contributions and Intrest. 1 

The principal opponents to the upper Calder scheme included Cavendish 

Nevile of Chevet near Wakefield, whose inheritance in the West Riding 

2 included fulling mills at Wakefield and Horbury. Nevile wrote to 

Lord Strafford for his interest in opposing the navigation projects 

and Lord'Malton and the Duke of Leeds agreed to support the landowners* 

The leading traders of Wakefield - who already enjoyed the benefits 

of a head of navigation - also opposed any extension of the waterways 

and Sir George Savile was informed that: - 

'it is confidently reported that Leeds are'of opinion that they would 

be greatly damaged by such a navigation., 
3 

Savile's steward at Thornhill was convinced that a well organized 

opposition was essential. e- 

'for they say all the Gentlemen and Tradesmen in Lancashire and the 

Edge of Yorkshire will promote it and venture the Expence, and it is 

said they will meet with some Contributors out of Lincolnshire. ' 4 

However, no petition for a Bill to effect the upper Calder navigation 

was presented at that time. 

1. Savile MSS. DDSR 211/3/33- William Elmsall described to Sir George 

Savile a meeting at Wakefield of 'a Club of our neighbouring 
Gentlemen. ' 23 May 1735- 

2. Savile MSS. DDSR 211/4/14- Cavendish Nevile, who was a clergyman 

succeeded to the estate on the death of his two elder brothers. It 

was noted that: - 'if the river be made navigable his loss will 

exceed any recompense or provision that will be allowed. 1 

3. Savile HSS. DDSR 211/3/33- William Elmsall to Sir George Savile. 

4. loc-cit. 647 



In the autumn-of 1738 renewed efforts were made to extend the 

waterway above Wakefield. On 24 October, Sir George Savile was in- 

formed that: - 

Ithere are large Contributions we are informed carriod on secretly 

and made in the Bounders of Yorkshire and Lancashire, and wo believe 
I 

Lincolnshire in order to bring in a Bill and obteine an Act of Parlia- 

ment the next Nessions to make the River of Calder navigablo as far 

as Eland. 1 1 

The ýrlpariýan proprietors wore a'ppýehe'nsivc' that: - 

'as such Bills are esteemed a publýck Good ... it may succcod into 

an Act to the Prejudice of Wakefield-9 Leodo, Pontefract, and all that 

Part of our Country near those Townes ... our streams will be clear 

spoiled and a great deal of low-jcand greatly damaCed thereby and 

all our coalls exhausted and then vie shall. have dono'with our Ila I nu- 

I. 2 
factories all hereabouts. ' 

On 12 February i739, the interests'opp6sod t6 the navi'r, -Ation -projoct 

met in -ViýLkefieid, where it was unanimously agreed to on,, -. )or"'Cý any Bi , 1.1 

'as very destructive to bur Cloth Trade and ihjurioun to our Landc 

and Hills (which) ... would bd renclerod unablo to dic"PatcIr the 

business so that thousands must leave. of(f) Trade or goe into another 

Countrey ... by ta', -, in, r, of Water to su,,. )-, )ly ninctýýcn 17ater Locks, whic. 1 

#3 are I)ro-posed to-bb, erect. ed, uj)on. the River above Wa, %Ofiold. 

1. Savile MSS. DDSR 211/4/1-8. 

2. loc. cit. 
3. B. M. Add. MSS. 24,470, fol. 221. Cavendish Yovilo to the Earl of 

-Strafford. Figures for the production of brotýdclotli's in the West 

Riding are unreliable before 1768. In 1724, the tota-l of broad- 

cloths recorde(ý was 2600b5ý rising to 42,154 in 1738. 
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If any reliance can be placed on the statistics produced by the mill- 

owners, it seems that about one third of all broad cloth milled'in 

the West Riding was at fulling mills on the Calder. 1 Cavendish 

Nevile assured the Earl of Strafford that if tho, mills on the Calder 

were adversely affected by the proposed navigation, other rivers in 

the region notably the Aire and'the Wharfe - would not be able to 

2 
cope'with the, additional business. 

. 
In. addition to opening a subscription to oppose, the-upper Calder 

scheme, the riparian proprietors also decided to approach the pro- 

moters living around Halifax and on the Yorkshire-Lancashire border, 

to request their co-operation in obtaining a turnpike Act for the 

road between Halifax and Wakefield: - 

'which they think if a good Waggon Road be thereby made it will as 

well-every jott answer the End of the Carriage of Wool and Cloth as 

by the River. 13 

If this road was turnpiked it would join the Rochdale-Halifax road 

and PrOVidb an improved land carriage route to Manchester. It was 

also proposed to petition Parliament to regulate the lock dues on 

the Aire-and Calder Navigationg some Wakefield merchants affirming 

thatthey had their goods carried: - 

'to and from Sweden to Hull for half the price it costs them from 

Hull to Wakefield., 4 

1. B. M. Add. MSS. 24,470, fol. 221. In 1738, the total of broadcloths 

milled on the upper Calder was 12, ý76, out of a total for the 

county of 42P154 broadcloths. 

2. loc. cit. 'Air and Wharf have business more, than they can well 
Execute at all Seasons. 

3. Savile MSS. DDSR 211/4/12. 

4. B. M. Add. IISS. 24o470, fol. 260. 
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The concerted efforts of the opponents of the upper Calder scheme 

may have persuaded the promoters to postpone petitioning the House 

of Commons for the requisite statutory authority. On Mar'ch 1739s 

Sir George Savile was apprised that: - 

'the petition for the Navigation will not be presented this Sessions 

of Parliament. 11 

0000 

The severe frost of the winter of 1739-40, was almost certainly 

one factor in stimulating renewed efforts to improveý, transport-routes. 

On 18 January 1740, it was recorded in the, Leeds Mercury that: - 

'the Frost has a long Time hinderedýthe Passage of any Shipp,, -the 

Humber being fulLoWce. t 2 

It would be incorrect however to regard inclement climatic, conditions 

as the prime factor-in stimulating projects to improve, communications 

on the east-viest-axis. Although the 1740-1 Parliamentary oescion 

saw the promotion of six turnpike Bills to repair roads, -in the V"Icst 

Riding, and a-Bill for-the upper Calder navigation,, there is no 

record of petitions to improve roads or rivers in any otherpart of 

the Hunber-Ouse-Trent reGion. 

The strenuous-efforts to obtain Wat"t-ory authority for trans- 

port undertakings in the West Riding may be ex. Tlainod largoly in 

terms of local rivalry and mercantilist as. sun-ptiono w1hich ty-pificd 

the period. A scheme to, Amprove one Ono of communication produced 

1. Savilc MS. DDSR 211/4/11 

2. Leeds Mercurl, 22 January 1740-9 
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not merely opposition from neighbouring interests dependent on 

alternative routes, but also the prospect of emulation, by the devel- 

opment of their own commercial arteries. In December 1740P William 

Marsden of Barnsley described to the Duke of Leeds the various 

schemes afoot: - 

'wee have petitions for Turnpikes without end going forward ... 

The exorbitant Lock dues upon the river to Wakefield and Leeds, and 

the petition for carrying it up to Ealahd and Hallifax seems to have 

put them all upon mettle prodigiously. ' 1 

During December and early January 1740-19 petitions were presented 

to the House of Commons, requesting leave to bring in Bills for the 

extension of the navigation of the Calder above Wakefield, and for 

six turnpike schemesq namely, the roads between Selby and Halifax; 

between Wakefield and Weeland via Pontefract and Knottingley, with 

a branch to the Great North Road; between Elland and Leeds; between 

Doncaster and Saltersbrook; from the Red House near Doncaster to 

Halifax via Wakefield$ Dewsbury and Elland; and from York to Don- 

caster. 
2 Five of the proposed turnpike routes were designed to 

improve stretches of trans-Pennine routes and to provide feeders to 

established inland ports; of these, two sought to provide alternative 

lines of communication to existing waterways. 

On 9 December 17409 a petition was presented in the House of 

Commons from the trading communities of Halifax, Elland and Ripponden 

alleging that the extension of navigation above Wakefield to Elland 

1. Leeds MSS. Box 36 (unsorted). 

2.. H. of C. Journals, XXIIIP 554,561,568,570s 573* 580. 
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thence by the Brook Mouth to Salterhebble Bridgel and so up Halifax 

Brook would be beneficial: - 

'to all the Clothing Towns and Places adjacent, and to the Publick in 

general, by preserving the Highways - which'are. novilmaintained at a 

large annual Expence - and by the cheap and easy Conveyance of all 

Sorts of Commodities to and from London and several other Parts 

of this Kingdom, the Prices whereof, by the heavy Charge-of 
I 
Land 

Carriagey are very much enhanced, to the great Discouragement of 

Trade. ' 

The petition was referred to a committee of 28 M. P. 's together with 

the members for the counties of York, Lincoln, Lancaster, Nottingham 

and Cheshire. 

After six weeks, the committee reported, that, the allegations of 

the petition had been examined. James Alderson, one of the 

principal manufacturers and traders of Halifax affirmed that there 

were about 60,000 inhabitants in the town and parish employed in the 

manufacture of woollens and worstedsq and double that number in 

adjacent parishes. Goods were sent by land carria,,,,, o; to Loods and 

Wakefield to be lj, -; iled: - 

livhich,, is--a,. great,,, Det. riýae, rxt--to the, oald,, Goc)dcs,, by, packing.. and-un- 

pacljýJ nL;, and a Charoo to the Manufacturer, at least double to that 

it would b c, ý- if he had an, Opportunity to bale -his Goodol, at horao; 

which he night do if the River viere so nade navitr,, able . 12 

1. H. of C. Journalsp XYJII,, 7,514 

2. Ibid 6Q8 



On being asked whether the roads could be repaired to such an extent 

that the proposed navigation would not be neededg Alderson insisted 

that the existing routes: - 

'could never be repairedg and made so easy for Carriages, but that 

the price of Carriage by Land would be near a Third Part more than 

it would be by water; and thatp was it possible to make them as level 

and as good as any Turnpike Road in the Kingdom, the Carriage by 

Water would be still cheaper than it would be by Land, ' 

It was confidently estimated that if the navigation scheme waa 

effected, the cost of carriage of wool and manufactured goods would 

be reduced by at least one third, and that grain brought from Wake- 

field by land for 3. a per quarter might be supplied by water for 152 

or at most 18d per quartert lock dues included. 1 

The proposed waterway had been surveyed by --- Steers and John 

Eyes, who informed the committee that the cost of carriage of woollen 

cloth and other goods would be reduced from 15. a to 9. R per ton, includ- 

ing lock dues, and that no improvement in the roads could render land 

carriage so cheap. Having heard the report, it was agreed by the 

House that a Bill should be brought in. 2 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 6o8. 

2. Ibid. Probably Thomas Steersp the engineer of Liverpool's first 

dock in 1710, surveyor of the Mersey and Irwell in 17129 and 

active in the improvement of the river Douglas. Between 1737-42, 

he was engaged in a canal-building venture in Ireland which may 
be considered as a significant forerunner of the Canal Age in 

Britain. Steers died in 1750. -T. C. Barker, 'The Beginning of the 

Canal Age in the British Isles', Studies in the Industrial, 

Revolution (1960)., 1-22. 
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Opponents of the proposed Bill had not boon inactivol endeavour- 

ing to dravi off some of the promoters by proposals for a turnpike 

road between Wakefield and Halifax. It was observed that Cavondish 

Nevile was supporting several turnpike schemes: - 

'in order to discourage the people from proceeding to make the river 

Navigable higher than Wakefield on account of his Mills; and says he 

can make it appear the Cloth trade will be greatly injured by the 

loss of water$ which must of course be by the number of Locks that 

must be made, there not beinC water sufficient (even now) to mill 

the clot hs they now make. 1 

Several petitions were presented against the Calder and Hebblo Bill 

from the fulling mill ovrners and other riparian proprictors who tore 

apprehensive that the extension of navication would load to 

flooding of their lands. 2 

At the second readin., of the Billt it wass moved on behalf of the 

ta'-0.3 opponents that t-They mieht be hertrd by cousol at ýhc co-i; iittea S 

By the end of February, the comýAttea had mo: t several timoo to 

consider the Bý21: - 

J land the attendancc from '. he LancaSILI. Ire 1,, ia,, ibors is very r; rcat, and 

they are very sanguine for it, the Yorhshire membors are nuch arb. 1inct 

it, but they doe , - , ive such an attendance, tl: ýat in any Question in tile 

outvoted., 
4 Comnittee, they are LI 

On 3 March, the opponents of the Bill made a 'dctormined attempt to 

1. Leeds IISS. Box, 36 (unsorted). 27 17LO. Vlilliýýim ! *, -. r, --, dcn of 

Barnsley to --- Tryinmor, aCcnt of the Dufto of Leeds. 

2. H. of C. Journals_0 XXVIII, 92o98. 
3. Spencer Stanhope IISS-(S)hoffield). 60511/15. 
4. loc. cit. 60515/16. 
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overthrow it. one description of-the committeemectine, 4old,, on that 

day noted that: - 

'the very moment Sir Miles took 

Question put), whether helshouýd 

Carryed that he should, by'a maj, 

Comittee will be again revivedq 

vitll nnt thIs PensInnn-11 

the Chair a,, motion wac, 
_madef, 

and the 

not imediately leavo: it, and it was 

ority 23 to,, 
-17,, 

Bo whether the, 

its not, yet known, 
. 

Ito thought it 

-The 
promoters of the Calder-and Hebblo,, navigation under. took 

after the defeat of their Bill to 
_prýint 

a plan. which., might., be con- 

sidered_by the millovmers. Howevers, at a, meeting held, at, 17oftefield 

on 22 October 1741, a majority agreed that: - 7, 
'in-Regard, the projectors of this Navigation had printed,. and published 

no Plan'of their, Design, according, to, their,, promiro before the 

CommiltItee, of the last Parliament therefore no Bill should bo, offered 

atIthis. next Sessions. ' 

Sir. Georga Savile was. apprised,, that both, sides had agreed., that no, 

new Bill should be promoted in, the-forthcoming seGsion. 
3 It was 

almostIfifteen years before, reneived. efforts. for the upper Calder 

navigation would be,, seriously contempýated., 

S"S"""SS"S"" ...... 

The six turnpike Bills for West Riding roads promoted in the 

1740-1 Parliamentary-session all passedi though not without 
1. Spencer Stanhope_IISS,. (Sheffield).,, 60511/18. Sir Miles Stapylton 

vilas one of the M. P. 's 
C4.1 

for,, Yorkshire. 

2. Temple Newsam. MSS. TN/PO/10/9. Richard Witton of Lupset to Lord 

Irwin., 23 October 1741. 

3., Savile MSS. DDSR 211/2/33. 
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considerable opposition. The project to turnpike the road from 

Elland to Wakefield aroused the suspicions of several Leeds merchantst 

apprehensive that it might prejudice their own dealings in the 

Halifax and Rochdale districts, since Elland - two miles from Halifax 

- was eleven miles from Wakefields as compared to, twelve from Leeds. 

Unable to thwart the Wakefield commercial communityl the Leeds 

traders decided to promote a Bill to turnpike the road to Elland. 

The survey of the road that between the boundary stone at Beeston 

and Elland there was merely a one-horse causeway, It seems that. 

stone and gravel were readily available, and the surveyor concluded 

that the road might be easily and cheaply repaired. 
2 

_In 
the autumn 

of 1740, it was therefore resolved that application should be-made 

for an Act to turnpike the Leeds-Elland road, and a further proposal 
3 

was made to continue the road to Tadcaoter. The latter project 

was soon abandonedl and attention concentrated on the road to Selby, 

formerly the principal 
ýort on the Ouse for the West Riding towns. 

On 5 December$ a meeting was held in Leeds: - 

'to consider measures for obtaining enactments to turnpike the roads 

leading throl and over that part of the West Riding which lios 

between Halifax, Leeds, York and Selby. 14 

At a second meeting in December, a subscription of 9205 16s was 

raised to promote a Bill to repair and turnpike, the roads leading 

1. Unwin, ', ACN 21, p. 26. 

2. ACN 8/5. J-- Barker the surveyor recorded of the Leeds-Elland 

road that it consisted., of. lin many places very high cawsway and 

very. dangerous to turn off, ' 

3. ACN 4/120.15 December 1740. Richard Wilson to George Fox. 

4. Leeds Mercury, 5 December 1740. 
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fron S, ýIby thrauýýh Lceý-'Pp Br, ýclfor, -., ý-, nd Bov-lý-,, aý, to H'Ilif ax. 
11t'. 

-: ý s, 

sub. cenucn-tly a`-flr-wr4 

Itla- confc; ý7c; -d ori-7j, 'nrl dosign of (tlv, Selby-Loncls tu-nrld. lrr, ) v,.,,,. s to 

Selby the port for Leeds. ' 21 

The leading subscribcr was Sturton lralmsleyo a -ealthy mprShont mnnu- 

facturer of the Rochdale-HaliOx district. 3 Vany nercAnto and wool- 

steplers of Leeds, and from parishco west of thn to-n smbrcribccl, 

an xious to promote an effective calternative to the Airc, ý and Cnldlor 

Navi6ation. The leading inhabitants of itrr,, If - the Alderron, 

Royd and Hill families - e,. -pcar to h, 7ývp conc(mtrp, trýd thcl-r offorts on 

the nromotion of a Bill for tý-ie u-, )por Calder nn,,! 1_7ation, Vic. fpt, -, Of 

not which hos already been considfýýrcd,, 
4 The Selby-H, -Iifn li 

acce-ptable to all the Leeds merchants, vrid, when the tovýn council neto 1. 
it vias resolved - alnost unanimously - to wrply for , Bill to tvrn- 

. pil-ze the road between and Lcods, a --ýAitl-on fo- ti-a", 

beinU, Fent to Sir William Milner. In Z', n to Violr-mn 

petition nresented first, the Selby-Halifa-l- 2romotrrs, vnt 
C; 

express to Sir 1, T-. 'L'Les Sta-)ýrlton. ' 

L 

A powerful notivc, for Vie use of zolternat ivc: rout, -ý: s of 1nn(l, 

es on carriage arose from hostility to the locl, ý- dues PnO freirbt c1l. ar,, - 

the Aire and Calder Navigation. A perennial source of conplaint V 

,, ation undertil-int,, s rere the pre-canal age was that inlane navi, ýr 

1. Unwin, 'AGN 21, p. 26. 

2. 
ILeeds 

Mercury, 21 February 1? 69 

3. Wadsworth and Mann, P. 281. 

4. Su-pra, p. 655. 
5. ACIT 4/120.15 December 1? 40. Picllt: ýrd Wilson to Geor,, '; e Fox*. SeveraI. 

shareholders of tl-ie Aire anO, C,,, Idr-, r NavJ_ju, tJ_on 
,,, ore nl-'. errnenn of 

Leeds. r. 57 
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exploiting a monopoly position: - 

'the Proprietors of the Locks will allow us no more profit than just 

what is sufficient to temptlus rather to employ themp-than fetch or 

carry our waresi by land; a penny in a shilling may perhaps be--thought 

enough for that purpose. $ 1 

The decision taken by the triUstees, of a neighbouring waterway to 

reduce river duesp may have prompted the undertakers of the Airo and 

Calder Navigation to examine their own rates. 
2 In 1739, calculations 

were made of the losses sustained by the West Yorkshire waterway. 

Coall which cost 6s 6d per dozen at Wakefield was lls per dozen at 

Knottingleyt paying 2s for lock dues at Castleford, and 2s 6d for 

freight. It was computed that the same quantity brought by land 

carriage could be bought for 9. R or 9s 6d at Knottingley. Similarly, 

corn and seed were scheduled at 9A per quarter for lock dues, which 

led to a great quantity being brought from Knottingley by horses, 

which returned with coal and cinders to be shipped. Wool packs 

paid ls each for lock dues, and 2d each for striking at Wakefield, 

while carriers could bring them from Knottingley at the rate of ls 

per packf and return with coal. Keel freight for deals had been 

increased from ka to 5, R per hundredl and lock dues raised from 7. E, 

to 9,2 per hundredý and keels which did not belong to the lessees 

were being used to bring timber to Snaith Marsh, Gowdale Lodge and 

Weeland: - 

land from thence to Wakefield or elsewhere by carts which will carry 

1. Vyner MSS- 5642. 

2. In 1739, the Ouse trustees agreed to reduce river dues by 50 per 

cent. Supra,, p. 5? 2. 
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coals to those Places to supply those Keels withal,. . . ýand Leeds 

-Deals will go by way of Selby. ' 

The memorandum, Losses to the Navigntion concluded thatýthe pro- 

vailing freight rates and lock dues served to stimulate the growth 

'-of ports below the head of navigationt and prevented a more profit- 

able use of the whole waterway: - 

'for none can afford to trade (by water) further than Knottingloy., 

Many merchants in the West Riding were-eager-that the schedule 

of rates charged on the Aire and Calder'Navigation should be regu- 

lated---by, Parliament. In December 1740, the Duke of Leeds was 

apprised that John and, Richard Milnes ---rho were among-'the leading 

Wakefield cloth merchants and carried, on-, an-extensive-trade to 

, Russia and the Baltic - in company with other traders in the cloth- 

ing districts were taking the initial steps to promote, a turnpike 

, scheme as an effective alternative to the ilraterway: -ý 

-$are ... solicitous for em (Parliament) to distress, -and reduce 

the'-navigators and the Lock dues upon the river up'to Wakcfiold and 

, pretend to make it appear that (even - now) the -goods Vh. ich cono by 

, 1andjýcome cheaper-than-by water,, an&if the road is,,, midc good fron, 

a place called Weeland-which-, lye-s upon their, ýriver about thirteen 

miles, -belovi Wakefield thcy-willýbe carryed to, rnd from-thonco aat a 

ýlittle moreýthan half, tlhe-price they now pay, w1iich if true, they 

have certainly reason to -susek, for redress 12 

1. 
, 
Unwin I AGN 21 j p. 25, 

"quo 
tinL,., ) ACN 

-2. Lceds IISS. Box 36 -(unsorted). TIJ. 11--'Lana Marisden to the Duke of 

Leeds. 27 Deccnberý1740. 



A -revision of the lock dues and freight rates on the Aire and 

Calder Navigation was urged on the undertakers and lessees as one 

means of circumventing the proposed turnpike schemes'. -On 4 January 

1741, 'Robert Hopkinson, a Wakefield attorney recommended to Richard 

Wilson - one of the trustees of the waterway that the undertakers 

shouldf- 

'agree upon'a Table or Schedule'of lock, dues evidently under land 

carriage this after you have try'd other' methodamu6t at'tý'e last' I 

think be approved on and recommended by the Comiýty to the Scheamers. 1 

However, it was too late to head off opposition'to'the navigation. 

Oý'? _Januaryt a petition was presented in the 116use'of, Commons from 

merchants, keelmen and farmers in'Halifaxg Wakefie - ld and Knottingley 

complaining of exorbitant lock-dues*on the riversj'arýd'6f the inade- 

quacy of the waterway at times I of drought or-inundation. ' Leave was 

re'quested to bring in-a Billý'for turnpiki , ng the' rob: d from Wakefield 

to We; landl with a'branch through POntefract to th Ie Gr eat: 'North Road, 2 

Richard Wilson, 'One of th6 leading Wakefield undertakers and a 

trustee, expressed'his concern to another'undertakor - George Fox'of 

Bramham, - at"týe'pos'Sible'rb'pe'rcussio'ns of two ot'the turnpike 

projects. He considered that-the Selby-Halifax and'-Wakefield-Weeland 

turnpike schemesýwer"e designed by merchants and-traders: - 

#who have resentments against our farmers of the Rivers ... the 

like scheme to distress-us, is carrying on at Wakefield by, a Turnpike 

road propoSed, -krom'thence to-Weeland ... the utmost extent 
1. ACN'4/108. 

2.,, H. of C. 'Jourrialsl XXIII, 570- 
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of our Navigation. ' 

Wilson sought to counter contemporary, claims of the benefits accru- 

ing from the passing of Road Bills, urging the Hedon M. P. to con- 

sider his personal interest in the navigation as well as his concern 

for the general good: - 

'the great cry in'these Popular Schemes of turnpike roads is the, 

Publick Good; but on examinationg this, like others, will appear to 

have its foundation, either in private Interest, or, what is worse 

I mean wt proposes to carry Goods to Selby and, to Knottingley and 

Weeland ... I hope not only your, own. Interest but the public Good, 

which in my apprehension is best promoted in supporting those Rights 

that are derived by authority of Parliament will induce you to 

oppose with vigour these schemes of distressing_the Navigation, which 

on the credit and at the expence of near C309000 has been near 

brought to Perfectionand greatly enriched these parts of 
I 
the Country. ' 

Sir William Milner, the principal,, Leeds undertaker and trustee, 

and M. P. forYork tried to draw off someof the-support 
- 

for the 

Selby-Halifax echemet by persuading Sir William Lowther to present 

the petition for the Leeds-Elland turnpike Bill: -, 

'as thinking it must in decency draw, him off from Supporting the 

Selby Petition (to which, he was no, ill-wisher). 12, 

1. Unwin, IACN-21, p. 271 quoting ACN 4/120. Wilson's share-in, the 

Navigation was C, 20140. George Fox (1696-1773): married Harriet, 

da. and h. of Robert Bensonj Baron Bingley of Bramham Park. Fox, 

who was M. P. for Hedon 1737-419 and for York 1742-61, acquired 

shares worth F, 1)500 in the Navigation through his wife, 

2. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 28, quoting ACN 4/120. Sir William Milner to, 

Richard Wilson. 25 December 1740. 
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Milner opined to 'Wilson that he considered it unlikely that the pro- 

posed turnpikes would seriously affect the fortunes of the wate, rway, 

and outlined what he calculated to be a plausible mesns of rendering 

the Bills ineffective: - 

'my thoughts upon the Navigation Subjectq have always been to be 

Quiet ... the only effectual way in my opinion of opposing them, a 

very fair onev and a very plausible onet Illhich, is. the Preventing any 

Tax being laid upon Coals from these Turnpikes; which must be a great 

Burthen upon all the Manufacturers .,. . and if that Tax should be 

prevented upon which all their Hopes must depend for raising any 

Considerable Sum, I cannot see what advantage a Turnpike Either from 

Leeds or Wakefield Eastwards can be to them. ' 1 

Milner felt confident that if the line he suggested was adopted, 

there would be considerable support from those landowners who derived 

part of their income from colliery rents, in particular from Lord 

Irwin, Sir John Bland and Sir Edward Gascoigne. 2 

Wilson wrote to other M. P. 's to solicit their support. He stressed 

to one of the Yorkshire members, Cholmley Turner, that the under- 

takers had spent over L60,000 to complete the navigation of the 

rivers Aire and Calder, and had never exceeded the tolls granted by 

the authorising Act of 1699.3 He outlined the various turnpike 

1. Unwin, 'ACN 21, p. 28, quoting ACN 
' 
4/120. Sir William Milner was the 

son of the original Leeds undertaker. He was created a baronet'in 

1717, and had a large estate at Nunappleton. 

2. Unwin, tACN 21, p. 28, quoting ACN 4/120. Lord Irwin of Temple 

Newsam leased out collieries in 17hitkirk. Sir John Bland of Kippax 

Park leased a colliery at Houghton near Castleford. Sir Edward 
Gascoigne was working coal at Seacroftq Garforth and Barwick. 

Unwin, 'ACN 219 p. 289 quoting ACN 4/120- 



schemes, emphasising that the erection of turnpikes eastriards of 

Leeds and Wakefield would prejudice the West Yorkshire waterway. 

Turner was urged to consider: - 

'whether it consists with the Honour of the LoCislature that has 

granted to the Undertakers an Estate in the tolls which they may be 

said to have purchased for very valuable sums on the Credit of an 

Act of Parliament to lay a Tax upon the Country to defeat the Under- 

takers of these tolls. " 

The Aire and Calder undertakers and lessees were naturally eager to 

counter the arguments of the turnpike promoters concerning the 

various delays and hazards which might be encountered on the viaterray. 

Turner was a. ý. )prised that: - 

'as to the obstructions ... by very severe frosts and excessive 

droughts at these times all Roads are Turnpike Ronde and pa s r, ib 1e 

without the help of an Act of Parlinment and ns to the cnco of 

floods whenever the navigation is thereby obstructed between 7, eelnnd 

and Leeds and 17a%efieldt its certainly more an(IL lonEpr co bolow Wee- 

lands where, the country is low and flat and appears in those times 

as a sea) so that no Boats dare then navI_,,, ratn, the coursc of t", e river 
2 

not appearing. ' 

Finally Wilson inti-mated to the Yorkshirn M. P. the-line of argument 

which Milner had reconmendedt namelyo thnt to i-mpose tolls on -conl 
1. Arguments along these lines vrero nore connon durinC the conflicts 

betreen canal rýnd river companies in the 1760's and 17701-, 

2. 'Un, rr: i_n, IACN 200 p. 20,, quoting ACIT 4/120. 
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and lime to support the proposed turnpikes east of Leeds and Wake- 

field would affect York and other towns and be burdensome to the 

manufacturing interest. 

On 26 January 1741, Sir Miles Stapylton the other Yorkshire M. P. 

reported to the House of Commons upon the petitions for the Selby- 

Halifax, 'Wakefield-Weeland, Red House. -Halifax and Leeds-Elland turn- 

pikes. Witnesses examined to prove the allegations set out in the 

petitions affirmed that all these roads were in a ruinous condition, 

despite large sums spent on them and the use of statute labour. 

Henry Pawson, a Leeds attorney gave evidence to support the Selby- 

Halifax schemeq informing the committee that carriages laden with 

woollen goodsl wool, dyeing wares and corn rendered the road so bado 

that, in winter, wheeled traffic could not pass in safety, and that 

corn prices in many parts of the West Riding and Lancashire rose when 

the farmers were unable to supply their markets. It was stated that 

in times of drought, frost or inundation, the Aire and Calder Naviga- 

tion proved inadequatel so that land carriage for lime and other 

goods was commonly used. 
2 

The report on the Wakefield-Weeland petition was worded more 

strongly against the Aire and Calder Navigation. John Milnes, a 

leading Wakefield merchant had informed the committee that lock dues 

1. Unwin, IACN 219 p. 29, quoting ACN 4/120. To add further weight to 

his argument, JVilson informed Turner that: - 'in our Bill for a 

turnpike from Elland to Leeds ... vie propose to exempt all Coal 

carriages from Toll-' 

2., H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 614. Henry Parson had subscribed five 

guineas towards obtaining the turnpike Act. 
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upon the waterway were so high that woollen goods being diapatched 

from the West Riding, and wool'and corn being brought from Lincoln- 

shire, could be carried more cheaply by land carriage. Carriages 

laden with lime and coal had led-to, the deterioration of the road, 

so that farmers using lime at Pontefract, Wakefield and Elland were 
I 

obliged to fetch it'from Knottingley in-summer, the roads-being im- 

passable at other times. This summer-traffic had produced, conges- 

tion at Knottingley and much delay because lime could not be burnt 

'fast-enough. Similar difficulties arose'overýthe carriage of, coal 

mined near Wakefield, to rontefract-, Snaith and Knottingleyl, whence it 

was sent by water to towns throughout the waterway'systems When all 

the reports had been, consideredo the House agreed that Bills might be 

brought in for the improvezýent of the various roads. 
1, 

I "-, I. 

In'London; -Lord Irwin and Sir'Edward Gascoiene joined-in the 

opposition'to-the Selby-Halifax Bi1lq offended that they had, not, been 

c6nsulted'on-the proposed turnpikeg and eager to exempt-coal'from the 

'pýayment of ýtollý On 29 January, the first reading took place of the 

Bill-for-the roads from'Selby to Leedsq-and, then in two branches, one 

through Bradford and Hortong the other throughTowling-and-Mbsey, to 

'Halifax. 2-The 
following-day, a meeting was held at-Lord Irwin's 

house, which was attended by Sir William Milner and the son of, the 

Leeds Recorderp'Richard Wilson*-, ' It'was, at this meoting that Edward 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 615. The road from IYakefield to Weeland 

was about thirteen miles-long, and ran via Pontefract and Knot� 

tingley. 

2., Unwinj'ACN 219 P-30. 
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Thompson, one of the M. P. 's for Yorkt and Andrew-Wilkinsohl' one of 

the M. P. 's for Aldborough, were persuaded to join the opponents ofý 

the Bill. Others were to be soliciteds notably the Sussex M. P. 's: - 

'who will take their directions from Colonel Ingram and'11r. 'Wilkinson 

and attend when desired. ' 

it was agreed that at the committee stage of the Bills, Thompson 

should move that the consideration of all the turnpikes should be 

adjourned until the following Session, in order that they might be 

further considered by those immediately affected, Despite these 

efforts# the Selby-Halifax Bill was read for a second time on 3 

February 1741, and committed. 
2_ Six days later the Wakefield-Weeland 

Bill was also committed. The composition of the latter committee 

was to allow for the inclusion-'of all the merchants-who were M. p. 18,3 

'In'Yorkshire, Richard Wilson was busy, organising opposition, 

havine been advised that the most effective way tb obstruct the týrn- 

pikes was by petitioning- the House'of Commons and mentioning the by- 

roadsýthat appeared detrimental to the Aire and Calder Navigation. 4 

Having prepared petitions and clauses to exempt coal and certain 

Sections of the roads from, toll, Wilson sent servants 'of the Naviga-' 

tiOn to surrounding-parishes and townships to solicit support. Between 

4'and-, 6, February, George Newstead w. ýs at Tadcasters Bramham, Thorner, 

Barwick-O-Selcoles-and Seacroft obtaining signatures to-a petition to 

1. Unwing'ACN 21, P-309 quoting ACN 4/114.31 January 1741. Richard 
Wilson Jun. to his father. As estate agents for the Dukes of New- 

castlep the Wilkinson family managed the boroughs of AldborouC-h 

and Boroughbridge. Vicount Irwin controlled both -seats at Horsham. 

2,1H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 625. 

3--Ibidj 636s 

4. -ACN 4/120. Cholmley'Turner to Richard, wilsons 16 January 1741., 
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the House of Commons that no toll bar should be placed betweon, Halton 

Dial and the market place in Leeds. 1 One of the Leeds undertakers, 

John Pullein circulated a petition among his tenants and the free- 

holders of Grimston and Tadcaster, and wrote to a number of M. P. 's 

- including Colonel Bladen and Robert Fairfax - who were apprised of 

the exemption clauses which the opponents hoped to have inserted in 

the Selby-Halifax Bill. 2 It was alleeed in a petition from Leeds- 

that if the exemptions were not included: - 

'the coals from a colliery of Lord Irwin in tho parish of Whitkirk, 

adjoining to the parish of Leeds, will be therebyq in-effcctq, pro- 

hibited to be brouCht to Leeds,, 3 

In the committeel promoters and opponents of the, Bill. endeavoured 

to secure numerical superiority. Early in February it,, was noted 

that the opponents of theýSelby-Halifax Bill: - 

'who are the proprietors of Ayre and Calder moved ., toýadd 36 

members to the Comittee. 1 

The committee was then adjourned until 16 February, when the turnpike 

promoters: - 

'had leave to add as manyl and that all such as came to the Comittee 

should have voices. 14 

The concerted efforts of the undertakers, lessees, and,, landowners 

with interests in coal were successfult for the Selby-Halifax Bill 

1. Unwin, IACN 21, P-31, quoting ACN 4/108. -- Newstead spent 

Ll 8. E 6A on the leading farmers. 

2. Colonel Martin Bladen (1680-1746): M. P. for Malden* Commissioner 

of trade and plantations$' 171? -46. D. N. B. Robert Fairfax was M. P. - 

for Maidstone, and a cousin of Pullein. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 639. 

4. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Sheffield). 60511/15.12 February 1741. 
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was badly mauled in committee. When the Bill passed,. the House of 

Co=ons, a clause had been inserted: - 

'that no toll ... shall be, demanded, .. for any coals. ' 

It was. also provided that: - 

'no toll bar to be fixed nearer to Leeds ... than West Garforth 

Bridge, 11 

The Wakefield-Weeland Bill was not opposed by-petition in the 

House of Commons. Several petitions were, presented in favour of 

the Bill, between, 10 and 17Tebruaryj from Gainsborouehq Beverleyj 

Brigg, Lincoln, Granthamq Norwich and Manchester, affirming that the 

turnpike would be beneficial, andýpermit the. carriaeo of goods with 

more'expedition and certainty to marketo and at more, moderate rater 

than prevailed on the Aire and Calder Navigation. 2 The Bill passed 

the House of Commons on 27 February. 

The passage of all the turnpike Bills through the upper House 

was delayed by a quarrel between the two Houses on the question of 

whether. -Road Bills were money Bills, and whether the Lords might 
3 

alter. them. The Aire and Calder undertakers, realised that this 

1.14 Geo. II, c. 32. A proviso to protect the interests of Lord Irwin 

was also included, that nothing in the Act: - 'should impower any 

person to dig for ... gravel in any pit or grounds belonging to 

**- Irwin, lying-on the-south side of-the House and park of the 

said Lordq down to the River Aire. ' 

2. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 6499 651. 

3. Unwin, 'ACN 219 P-31. The Lords had attempted to alter the Ken- 

sington Road Bill by adding two trustees, to"whi-ch'the Commons 

objected. - On 11 March 1741ý after the Bill had been reportedq it 

was ordered that it should be read for the third time two and a 

half months later. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Sheffield). 60511/16. 
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deadlock might enable them to defeat or amend the 17akefield-Weeland 

Bill. Signatures to two petitions were hurriodly'obtained in 

Huddersfield, Knottingley, Brothertong Ferrybridge, Fryaton, Castle- 

fords Sharlston, Horbury and Ossett. John Beaumont, an empfoyee of 

the Navigation$ then rode to Ferrybridge $after the Post"to carry 

the petitions to London. 1 The two petitions were couched in such 

terms that - if accepted - the Wakefield-Weeland Bill would be a 

dead letter. One of them, from Warmfield, Heathq Pontefract, " 

Houghton, Preston, Normanton and Castleford requested the exemption 

of those townships from all tolls to be levied on the stretch of 

road from Wakefield to Pontefract; the other, from Snaith and Raw- 

cliffe sought exemption from toll on the stretch of road between 

Pontefract and Weeland. 2 

When the Lords finally agreed with the Commons on the issue of 

the Kensington Road Bill, and gave up any attempt to amend turnpike 

legislation in that session, it became possible for the YorýShire 

promoters to proceed once more. At the report stage on the Wake- 

field-Weeland Bill, Lord Westmorlahd moved that the Bill should be 

re-committed, but, following a. debate and the examination of the two 

petitions opposing the turnpikeý the motion was defeated. 3 ýJohn and 

Richard Milnes had written to the Duke of Newcastle to solicit his 

support for the Wakefield-Weeland Bills and stressing that: - 

'the persons concerned in our navigation having monopolised the 

1, Unwin, IACN 21, P-32, quoting ACN 4/108. 

2. H. of L. 
_! 

Iournalss XXV, 625. 

3. Ibid. 
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advantages by high tolls-' 1-t,, 
_1 , 

At the third reading of the Wakefield-Weeland Bill, another attempt 

was made to prevent its passage, but it ended-in failure. , The, Selby- 

Halifax Bill was also delayed by the:, contention between-the two 

Houses. The Bill passed the House of Commons on 9 March, but it 

was not introduced into the Lords until 16 Marchg. the three readingG. 
2 

and report stage taking, place on the four succeeding days. 

The road between Elland and Leeds-formed part of tho trans. -Pennine 

route which linked Chester, Liverpoolg Yarringtont Manchester and 

Rochdale with the 'West Riding. Woollen cloth made in Rochdale and 

adjacent-parishesl and in the western, parts of Yorkshire was carried 

by land to Leeds, where it-was baled and-shipped. After the Present- 

ation of a petition from the town corporation of Leeds, seeking leave 

to bring in, a Bill for the repair,, of-the, road, to Elland, a committee 

of the-House of Commons was nominated to, examine the various allega- 

.3 ack to tions, On 26, January 1741P Sir Miles Stapylton reported b, 

the House that the committee-had consideredýthe allegations of the 

petition, and that several, witnesses had testified as to the condition 

of the road. John Ramsden. had informed the committee, that, the 

twelve miles of road were in a ruinous conditiong and that certain 

stretches were impassable-inxiinter. Owing to an, increase in the 

number of waggons bringing cloth to Leeds to be shipped, the parishes 

through which the road-passed-had found, it impossible to. maintain it 

l.. Walkerg P-453. 
2. H. of L. Journalsp XXV9 628,630,632,635,637. 

3. H. of C. journalsq XXIII) 561-2. There was virtually no cotton 

manufacture at Rochdale or in Rossendale until the coming of 

spinning factories. Wadsworth and Manng P-270. 
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adequately. Having heard the reportl the House agreed that a, Bill 

might be introduced. 1 

The Bill passed the House of Commons, without opposition, but the 

promoters appear to have been lax in organising the requisite tech- 

nical details. In January-1741, Robert, Hopkinson a Wakefield 

attorney complained to Richard Wilsong, the Recorder of Leeds that he 

had had some difficulty in getting witnesses to appear before the 

Commons committee in support of the Leeds-Elland potition*2 On 12 

March 1741P Sir-William Milner informed Wilson ; that the Bill would 

be presented to-ýthe Lords: - 

'but I, don't Hear, of, any Person that is in Town, to appear before 

the Committee of the Lords, that can give any Account of the Road; 

which before that Committee, must be done upon Oath. j3 

The York M. P. went onýto chide the Recorder: - 

'I do'not findq that any Person has taken the Least Care to provide 

Money for the Eland Bill, The House of Commons Fees are 411 unpaid, 

and the Fees Pf the Houseýof Lords, fifty-four pounds must be paid 

before the Second reading. 1 --, 

Milner was-anxious to delay the progress of the Bill, until the 

dispute between the two Houses concerning their respective powers, 

and the nature of turnpike Bills, was settled. He informed Wilson, 

t'hat: - 

II, desired, it might-not be read the first time to-day least, we should 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 615. 

2. ACN 4/108. 
3. ACN 4/120. 
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ýe'liable to the-'fees, till'the'dispute between the two Houses is 

det6rmined'. 11 

Fbur`dýLys later,, Milner' tirged the' . promo ers: -ýý 

fto'sendýi. ip somebody immediately upon"the Ellaid turnpike"otherwise 

it wiil'be in Danger of being lost I'V'Iill Endoavour''to get the 

Committee of the House of Lords adJourfie&till that t im, 0.12 

The BillýPassdd the Hoiise*'of"Lord6 vrithout"opposition'. " 

'hants and t3ýaders- of Wakefield wer'e also' dete I rmified 'to The meirc 

improve their land ro'ute'to Elland and HalifbLxj along'which growing 

quantities of grain, wool and woollen cloth were being'carried. On 

20'December 1740, a meeting 0i"'landowners and tradorsýwcýs'held at 

Wakefield: - 

'upon-the Bill intended to be , preferred'ýthi6'Ses-, Aoins' 6f Parli-ament, 

for erecting Tu: ýnpik6s between the R-edhouse no I ar"Doneasterl through 

Wakefield to Elland and Halifax. 'j3 

6- we The'promoters procedded rapidlYo for sO'Me fiV i6k6 later, ' on 26 

January 1741P Sir Miles Stzipyiton: 're , Porte -d from a comm: tt: tee appointed 

to-examine the'allegations 0-f a'Petition from Wakefield*' 'The 

surveyor, William Dickenson had infor-m-ed'th4 committee that the 34 

miles of road were in 'a ruiiious'-condition: - 

'occasioned by'many heav: f cairi'ages passing' ihrou-gh the same, loaden 

with the manufactures_ofýthat Part of thb-country that in the'winter 

season, 'it is dangerous for c oaches, carriages and travellers on, 

1'. ACN 4/120. 

2, -ACIT 4/108. 

3. Leeds Mercur 9 23 December 1740. 
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horsebýack, to. --pass through them. ' 

John. Ramsden confirmed this evidencel and affirmed. that the town- 

ships and parishes through which the road passed had laid out more 

than their statutory assessments for repairs but to no avail. He 

considered that the setting up of a turnpike road would lead to more 

effective improvement, which would prove particularly beneficial to 

the trading communities of Halifax and Wakefield. John Baldwin of 

Halifax apprised the committee that about 1,500 loaded horses passed 

weekly with raw materials or finished cloth on the road from Halifax 

via Lightcliffeg Hightown and Dewsbury to Wakefieldl but that in 

winter it was almost impassable. It seems that there were two 

alternative proposals concerning the stretch of the road near Halifaxp 

either to improve the route over Halifax Bank, or the route via 

Elland. John Milnes, the Wakefield cloth merchant affirmed that 

the carriers used the first roadq bringing woollen cloth from 

Lancashire to Halifax and Wakefieldt and returning with grain. 

William Whitwortho surveyor of the Blackstone Edge turnpike had 

surveyed the road over Halifax Bank which was three miles shorter 

than the road through Elland. He considered that the former route 

might be repaired to carry wheeled vehicles for about 
i3,000P which 

was less than would be required for the other stretch. The Bill, 

which subsequently---pasredt, authorised-the repair, of-the-road, from 

the Red House near Doncaster toýHalifaxj via-Wakefieldl Dewsbury, 

Hightown and Lightcliffe. The cost of obtaining the Act 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIIIj 615. 

2. 14 Geo. II, c. 19., 
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amounted to E292 8s* 1 

... S"SSSS". "S" "-S S" 

The prime objects of the Selby-Halifax and Weeland-Wakefield Acts 

were to provide effective alternatives to the Aire and Calder Naviga- 

tion and to improve the land routes to the transhipment ports on the 

Ouse and Aire. Although the fifth decade of the eighteenth century 

witnessed no further attempts to improve land communications between 

the growing industrial districts of west Yorkshire and the inland 

ports, significant changes were taking place on the waterways* 

From the early years of the century* Rawcliffe - five miles below 

Weelandl the statutory limit of the Aire and Calder Navigation - 

formed the lowest transhipment port for the waterway., Goods were 

sent down the rivers from Leeds and Wakefield to Rawcliffej where 

they were transhipped into keels or larger vessels for Hull. 2 it 

has already been noted that many merchants, who complained of high 

lock dues, preferred to order their goods to Knottingley - whence 

they were carried by land to the west Yorkshire towns - rather than 

use the whole length of the waterway, 
3 In the 1730's and 1740's 

there were many complaints about delays in the forwarding of goods 

due to insufficient water in the rivers for navigation. At times 

of drought9goods were sometimes sent by land to Selby, whence trade 

1. W. R. A. 0. Doncaster-Halifax Trust* Minute Book 1, Of this sum, 

John Baldwin and Richard Cooke as witnesses received Z31 and 922 

respectively. William Whitworth the surveyor received F, 47. A 

total of P, 10 was paid to --- Burman, one of the clerks of the 

House of Commons. The principal sum of IU80 was received by Robert 

Hopkinson, the Wakefield solicitor. 

2. Univin, 'ACN 219 P-32. 
3. Supra, pp. 659-660.6? 5 



was carried on directly with London and oihbr'east coast ports, 'in 

c'ontrast with Ravicliffe whence'trading patierns were mainly with 

Hull'and the inland ports of the'viatbrway system, 

The use of Selby rather thiýn Raweliffe arousod"th6 apprOh6nsion 

-, r Navigation. In 'tho numr'nnr' of of the lebsees of the Aire and COldc Lj 

1742, Joseph Atkins - on 'found itý necessa ry to a, dvertiso th-t: - 

whe re I as divers Merchants 1. and' Tradosrien in''tho r1ect-Ridinr 

have ordered their Gobds to Selýý, to havýn then Vy Lnnd Carri'ag", 

during the late Drought, they fecýring cone belay in the 17: 7ýviý,, ntion 

-of the Rivers Air and Calder, thýou, 
-,, 
h in'the vory` t Tiyie , 

have passed rogulzý, rly' and quickly to and from Leeds awl, Wa%e- 

field- to Rawcli ffe; AnO. tor'ýhe' f u'rth, ýr En6*0urironont, of thýbt7'e 

Ge'ntlenen. that rqayý have '6ý'ýen mý. fr, inforn'fd 'or' 1,, rnu-h' thr, ir orm, 

Timprcusnr: ý, ss orK, 'red thc-ir 66o4s'-io- S'elby, ' i'f tlý6, y 

ýj,, -ffo Ord'ors- to Jo'n"c-, )h -! cjj -- 0' 0* ho rill nc'rid 

d 
-, 
od; and fort I th Boats to Selby 'for- such Goods '., ý. jrc there, lo' Tij 

without- 0': ý'--' Of Ti'mn. t bi ng" th pni 

erý ln'o -1 e's sIA t'! -:: ion' 'a nd his-' P., rtiic-, rr, - " ýtc-: b'C 

pI la I tiho, major claanGe .s in' the' oxý'G,. ýnli za, tion of trnnshii)ýant 'f, -. c: ýIltips 

on the lower Aire. Their motives for d. r--voloping a neiv, t 
.ranr,. 

i ipncnt 

port at Armin were trfo-fold: firstlyp it would,, enable them, to 

compete more effectivelY'vrith other wharfingers and shipperc at 

1. Evidence of the continued use of Selby by vost Yor%shire 

interests can be'seen from local estate muninen , ts. 'Selby 15 

so m June 1731. Lord Irwin fd note. To John John -n, - 'aster of the 

Admirall from London for 2 packt hds of bottlos to Selby for 

freight Warehouse and (ýues at Selby l2s. 'Temple Nevrsam IISS* 

2. Leeds Mercury, 6 July 174P- 
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Rawcliffe and Selby; secondly, it would provide an opportunity for 

more direct participation in the Coastal trade. " 

Joseph Atkinson had long beenýa rival of John Stephenson of*Raw'- 

cliffe, the owner, or part-owner of several ol'oopsl which o- perated 

within the waterway system and particularly to Hull. In Se'Ptembe'r 

1729, 'Atkinson had apprised Richard Wild6n that'the lessees had met: - 

'with some difficulty in renewing their Lease of the Warehouse and 

Wharf at'Rawcliffe 

them . 0' 01 
1 

*. Mr. Stephenson was'Ende'av'ouring to take 

In 17369 Atkinson first encouragea'the Navigation unde'rtakerb to 

purchase' property at Armin: - 

1. .. as the undertakers have-no Wharfe upon their'own premises at 

the lower End of the river occasions the Farmers (lessees) to be 

frequently imposed upon. Thereforelf thd'Undertakers'would'bizild 

at Armin-such wharfes and necessary Conveniences aii trade'r'equirea 

it would contribute to benefit the same ... 12 

The lessees were anxiousýto retain their tradin .gI position, in" the 

waterway sy, S-temt' parti'cularly'in the carriage of"coall ''. be'ing a'pp're- 

hensive that rival wharlingers would become lessees of neighbouring 
l. -Unwin, IACN 219 P-33, quoting ACN 8/29. In 1722, John Stephenson 

was referred to a's a wharfinger at Raweliffe. W. R. D, S/619/850. 

In 1733, he was r'eferred to'as a merchant. W. R. D. EE/180/263. 

2. In 1744, when the Earl of Malton was eager to find a lessee for 

the Yorkshire-Derwent, Joseph Atkinson wrote to Richard Wilson 

expressing concern that 'either William Fenton"or John Stephenson 

of Rawc1iffe night secure the lease, and warning that: - 'whoever 

takes it-will, not contribute to the advantage of yours. ' ACN 8/10. 
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waterways. 
In 17449 Atkinson was taking steps which were designed to make 

Armin the principal transhipment port on the Aire and Caiabr N&viga- 

tion, and to weaken the trading position of John Stephensonllwho had 

2 
developed an extensive trade with Hull. In October, advertisements 

appeared in the Leeds and York newspapers informing theýýpublic 

that: - 

'by reasons of Shallows and Sands in the River Airl betw6en'Rawcliffe 

and Airmin ... the Passage of Keels ... in times of Neap Tides, 

has been obstructed or rendered very difficult Now'for the 

remedying the same ... Warehousesl Wharfest Cranes . will be 

ready prepared at Airmin, whence Goods may be carried in Keels or 

Sloops to Hull ... and in like manner brought in the lowest 

Neap Tidesj and Lighters will be also ready to carry Goods down to 

, Airmin, and up the said Rivers from Airmin as to'and from-- 

3 
Rawcliffe 

Efforts to develop a new river port did not remain unnoticed by 

other wharfingers. An advertisement in the York Courant a few 

weeks later --it did not appear in the Leeds Mercury - asserted 

l.. ACN 8/10. In 1744, Atkinson suggested that C460 p. a,, should be 

offered for the Yorkshire Derwent Navigation. However, Sir 

Rowland 17inn used his influence with the Earl of Malton in favour 

of William Fenton who secured the lease of the waterway at an 

annual rent of Z440. 

2, It seems that Stephenson was owner or part-owner of the Rawcliffe 

sloops, which numbered 12-14 vessels, each of at least 50 tons_ 

burthen. York Courantj 13 November 1744. 

EZ and York Courant, 23 October 17Lý4 3. Leeds M2rcu 
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, 11 

that, Atkincon'6 motives for. encouraging, the development'of Armiiý'-ý, 

were-promptediby the hope'of private gain:.; - 

"for'Aire between-Rawcliffe, and Armin is always'perfectly navigable 

for Vessels of fifty Tons Burthen, and upwardsl such as the - 

Rawcliffe Sloops are ... and at Spring Tides for Vessels of 150 

or'160 Tons Burthen., And that whenever thereýhas been any Reason 

for, -Complaint,. . the ... Delay has'been made'at Rawcliffej who 

for a greatýmany years past have neither, kept a'sufficient Number of 

Boats-to forward such Goods inzany reasonable Timet nor suffer any 

other Boatmen to carry them, by Reason-of the exorbitant Tolls they 

imposed upon all Persons Navigating on the, said Rivers in any other 

Boat or Lighter. ' 

Rivals of Atkinson also sought to point out drawbacks in the choice 

of, -Armin as a major transhipment port: - 

I* *9 an open, void ... dangerous-Place, .. especially for 

such low built Boats or Lighters as bring Bales of Cloth and other 

valuable Goods fromg and carry, very valuable Goods to Leeds, Wake- 

field and other Places -- -1 
1 

The lessees of the Aire and Calder Navigation could not allow 

charges of monopoly and extortion to remain unanswered. The Leeds 

and York newspapers carried further advertisements in early 

December: - 

'as to the false Insinuation of exorbitant Tolls being taken by the 

York Courant, 13 November 1744. Armin is situated at the con- 
fluence of the Aire and. Ousej about two miles below Rawcliffe. 

Armin was 'opened' as a port on 2 November 1744. 
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Farmers of the Rivers Aire and Calder These may assure the Publick 

there's been no Advance of Tolls for this Forty Years ... nor any 

Partiality shewn to any Person that ever carried Goods. " 

To justify the establishment of shipping facilities at Armin it was 

maintained that: - 

,, 
"this last Summerp several Times in Neap Tideal several of the 

Aloops employed constantly in carrying Cloth and Goods from Rawcliffe 

to have been''on Ground between Rawcliffe and Armin ... 12 

,, 
Three weeks later a letter, addressed'at Hull and'signed 'A 

Lover of Truth' appeared in the York Courant, affirming that: - 

to 9,,, *, Delaya, have mostly happen'd by Stoppages in the Rivers aboveg 

by, too little, (and sometimes too much) Water, and not after they 

came from Rawcliffe 

The,,, same writer -, possibly the wharfinger and merchant John Stephen- 

son - argued that lock dues on the Aire and Calder Navigation were 

exorbitant. 3 

To refute criticisms of the new river port, Atkinson obtained 

the signatures of several shipmasters trading betvicen London and 
11 

Armin to a memorial in favour of the facilities beingr provided on 

, 
t, lie 

I 
Aire :- 

'one Of the raost Comodious inland harbours in the North of England, 

, 
jTotvdthstanding,, v; hat,, hath been published to the contrary. t4 

1, Unwin, 1ACN 21ý p. 34. 

2. Locrlrl Morcury and York Courant, both on Lý December 1744. In the 

York dourant of 2,, December 1744, the signatories of the letter 

John HowelIq William Moody and William Cavithron - were refcrred 

to as 'a-crazy man. a&_ tro boys. ' 

3. York Courant, 25 Decenber 1744. 
4. ACIT 7/2. 630 



In spite of the efforts of the lessees, some merchants continued to 

forward their goods to RawCliffej both ports being used in the 1740's 

and 175018. In times of droughtp land carriage, was-used from the 

lower Aire ports to Leeds and Wakefield. In June 1748, Atkinson 

wrote to Richard Wilson, complaining that some Leeds merchants were 

still sending packs of cloth to Raweliffe, but insufficient water in 

the river often meant that the sloops were stranded on the stretch 

to Armin, 1 Atkinson assured the trading communities of the West 

Riding that goods shipped from Armin would reach Hull with more 

expedition than shipments from Rawcliffe* 

The Aire and Calder lessees also tried to increase their carrying 

trade between Armin and Hull. In 1752, they made further proposals 

that: - 

'if merchants and Traders will order all their goods up in the 

Farmers vessels from Hull to Armin and cloth down in the said boats, 

the Farmers will carry goods from Hull to Leeds and Wakefield 

cheaper by ls per tun than hath been Customary heretoforeq which 

upon a moderate computation will save the Country in sea and River 

freight above E1,000 a year. ' 

Atkinson and his partners urged the undertakers of the Navigation to 

support them: - 

'in taking Lock dues of all other vessels for goods as the Act of 

Parliament permits then it will enable the Farmers to perfect the 

Navigation to Armin to the great advantage of the Country ... And 

1. ACN 4/114. Joseph Atkinson to Richard Wii-son, 8 June 1748. 

, Concerning a pack Of cloth from William Dennison, one of the 

principal Leeds merchants. 
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for the Encouragement of Shýping by. reason ther's, more Tyde by 

foot at Armin than Rawcliffe, or Selby. " 

000 

It was not until the sixth decade of the eighteenth century that 

there were renewed efforts to turnpike the roads leading to the Aire 

and lower Ouse ports and to improve other trans-Pennine routes. In 

the same years, several Acts were passed to improve road communi- 

cations within the textile districts of the West Riding, 

Of the six Acts passed in 1741 authorising the improvement of 

roads in the West Riding least progress was made in the following 

decade on the Selby-Halifax turnpike, Owing to several provisoes 

in the authorisation Act, the trustees soon came to regard the turn- 

pike as a dead letter unless further statutory powers could be 

obtained. In October 17509 a meeting was held in Leeds to consider 

a, Bill which it was hoped to introduce in the following Parliamentary 

session: - 

... for erecting Turnpikes between ... Halton Dyal near Leeds 

and Tadcaster 
... and also for alteringg explaining and amending 

so much of an Act of Parliament ... as relates to the repairing of 

Road between Leeds and Selby. 12 

-When proposals were being discussed for"a, renewal Actq there was 

some suggestion that'it might be more advantageous to turnpike the 

roads to the river ports on the Aireq rather than to the Ouse, but 

1.1 Unwinf, $ACN 219 P-359. quoting ACN 4/114. 

2. Leeds Merc M, 30 October 1750- 
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the matter was not pressed. Whereas the originalýpromotio'n of 

the Leeds-Selby turnpike had come from the industrial and commercial 

communities of west Yorkshire, efforts to renew the Act seem to have 

come partly from trading interests at the Ouse port, Lord Downe, 

one of the Yorkshire M. P. 's was apprised that preparations for a 

renewal Act were taking place at the port, to which he was forced 

to admit that: - 

#what a Bill coming from Selbyl when they know of one coming from 

2 
the quarter of Leeds, means, I don't yet comprehend. 

Downe felt confident that he could render any opposition to a Bill 

ineffectual: - 

'for I think I could carry down a great majority that would vote 

with my question without entering into or knowing anything of the 

affair., 
3 

On 22 February 17519 Lord Downe presented to the House of 

Commons the petition Of the turnpike trusteesl setting out that the 

tolls collected were insufficient to repair the road, the nearest 

turnpike gate to Leeds being at West Garforth Bridge at a distance 

of over five miles. 
4 Witnesses who appeared before the committee 

to prove the allegations of the petition insisted that if a turn- 

pike gate was erected nearer to Leeds, more money would be collected 

16 Temple Newsam IMS. TN/LA/4/1.8 January 1751. Lord Downe from 

Cowick to Lord Irwing seeking-the latter's sentiments I of a 

Turnpike to Rawcliffe instead of Selby. ' 

2'. Temple Newsam. MSS. TX/LA/4/2,5 February 1751. Same to same* 

3* Temple Newsam MSS. TN/LA/4/3.21 February 1? 51. Same to same. 

4. H. of C. Journalss XXVI, 56. 
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for-the repair of the road. John Gibson had surveyed the Tadcaster- 

Bramham Moor-Seacroft-Leeds roado which joined the Loeds-Selby road 

at Halton Dyal, two miles from Leeds. After the report had been 

considered, it was agreed that a Bill should, be brought in. 

Although the Aire and Calder proprietors did, not, organize an 

open-campaign against the renewal Bill - probably roalising that no 

turnpike road could ever provide an effective altornativo to, the 

waterway - the undertakers and lessoes watchod every stage., of the 

Bill's progress. Lord Irwin was apprised., by Lord Downe that ho 

had received a letter from Richard Wilson, one-, of tho, trusteer, for 

the Navigation- 

'raising every triflinG objection that, can be,, invo, nted to the Bill., 2 

Downe considered that the right tactias, wereto allow, Vilson to 

present his objections at the committee., stage. of, the Bill: -ý, 

I for if he intends to raise any difficulties -we, can more, easlly 

defeat them in the Com, -,, ittoe viliere I think-, -v; e,, jjavo-, oocurcd a croat 

maJority. f3 

One -indication of a struCgle takinG place,, Qvýr the.,, Bill may be s(, -cn 

from a resolution of the House of Commons that the cor. mittee should, 
4 be opened. At the report staGe of the Leeds-Selby Bill it was 

agreed that a clauoe should, be added: - ., ý, ,f -- -1, 

'to provent, Tolis being taken upon any Part of tlle'Poad between 

1. H. of, C. Journals, XXvi, 79. 
2. Temple Newsam IISS. TIT/LA/4/5.14 March 1751. Downe to Irwin. 

3. Downe was apprehensive that in the House, wilson 'would got some- 
body to agitato, his objuctions. t 

4., H. Of G- Journals, XXVI, 152- 
684 



Selby and'Leeds, by virtue of the former Act, ý' 
1- ý4 

Although the renewal Act was secured, the powers ofithe trustees 

were less than they had hoped to secure. 

In 1752, the trustees of the Leeds-Halifax road also promoted a 

renewal Act, it being alleged that JUP300 had been subscribed'on the 

credit of the tolls but that the road remained ruinous$ partly 

because the turnpike gates were placed too far fromýBradford and' 

Halifax., In-the same Parliamentary sessiong a Bill was passed to 

3 repair the-road between Leeds and Harrogate, 

In spite of-restrictions and provisoes which the Aire and Calder 

Navigation, linterest' had successfully imposed on'-some'of the early 

west Yorkshire turnpikes, the merchants in the textile districts 

continued-their efforts for road improvement. 4 Between 1753 and 
1756 inclusivep Acts were passed to improve the roads between 

Keighley-Wakefield-Halifax; 5 between Keighley-Kendal; 6 
between 

Tadcaster-Otley; 7 between Otley-Preston; 8 between Leeds-Otley'Skipton- 

Clitheroe; 9 
and between Leeds-Wakefield. 10 Renewal Acts were also ', 

11 12 passed for-the Leeds-Elland and Rochdale-Elland roads. One" 
1. H. of C. Journalsl XXVI, 190. 

2.24 Geo. II, c. 22. 
3.25 Geo. II, c. 58. 
4. R. G. Wilson, tTransport Dues as Indices of Economic Growthp"-1775- 

1 . 
182010 Econ. Hist. Rev., 2nd ser. XIX (1966), 110-123., 

5,26 Geo. II, c. 83. 
6* 26 Geo. II, c. 86. 
7.26 Geo. Il. c. 64- 
8.28 Geo. II, c-56- 
9.28 Geo. II-, c. 60. 
10.28 Geo. II, c-32. 
11.26 Geo. Il, c. 48. 
12.27 Ggo. II, C-35.685 



characteristic feature of the early turnpikes in the Pennines-was 

that all those constructed before 1770 were pre-existing highwaysp 

and only for short stretches did they take a new courseq usually 

where the gradient was steep. 

During the Seven Years War, landowners and traders with interests 

in the west Yorkshire-Lancashire industrial districts continued their 

efforts to improve land and water routes. By 1763P Road Acts had 

been passed to improve the roads between Leeds-Wakefield-Sheffield; ' 1 

between Dewsbury-Elland; 2 between Halifax-Burniey-Littleborough; 3 

4 
and between Wakefield-Austerlands. Unfortunately, the early turn- 

pikes. in the Pennines were often so timid in'ioncep'tion, ýand their 

promoters so unaware of the problems to be solved, that they proved 

to be quite unsuitable for wheeled traffic''eie'rywih6re in the 

Pennines, and had to be reconstructed in the last quarter of the 

eighteenth century*5 

Eastwards of Wakefieldp the road to Weeland was in need of 

further improvement by the 1750's. The preamble of the authoricing 

Act had emphasised that the road was an important 'feeder' to the 

waterway system. Statutory authority had been deemed requisite: - 

'that there should be the most easy Conveyance of Goods and Mer- 

chandizes at all Times of the Year from Wakefield and other Western 

parts of the West Riding to Weeland which joins to the River Ayreq 

1- 31 Geo. Ij, c. 6ý. 

2.32 Geo. II, C-54. 
3.33 Geo. Il, c. 48. 

4.32 Geo. II, c-59- 

5. Crump, p. 53.686 



and-from which Place the said River hath been, Time immemorial 

navigable to the Rivers Ouse and Humber and from thence to York, 

Hull and many other Parts of Great Britain. ' 

The Act had also noted the positionýof Knottingley as an important 

port for intra-regional trade: - 

'the farmers and Inhabitants of the Western parts of the West Riding 

are chiefly supplied with Lime from Knottingley ... and carry 

thither great Quantities of Coal, which are sent from thence on the 

9o. Rivers to York, Hullq Maltong Burroughbridget Lincoln and 

divers other Places. ' 1 

The tolls on coal were markedly lower than those on all other 

commodities with the exception of lime, partly no doubt to satisfy 

local landowners who drew part of their income from mining leasesq 

possibly to attract some of the trade in those commodities which had 

fallen to the undertakers and lessees of the Aire and Calder Naviga- 

tion. 2 Although the trading community at Wakefield had promoted the 

authorising Act, the trustees had difficulty in raising sufficient 
3 

capital. 

It seems that some attempts were made in the first years of the 

1.14 Geo. II, c. 23- 
2, loc. cit. Whereas waggons drawn by six horses and carrying all 

, 
goods except coal or lime were to pay 2s, those with four or five 

horses, Is 6d, and by two or three horses Is; the corresponding 

rates for waggons loaded with coal or lime were 9A, 41d and 3d 

respectively. Similarlyt packhorses laden with those commodities 

paid only -ý. ft asagainst 11, ft for all other goods. 

3- W. R. A. 0. Wakefield-Weeland Trust. Minute Book 1 (1741-1826). 

Several meetings rere adjourned in 1742 when there were no offers 
to lend money to the trust. 
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4 

trust's history to improve the route to the, lower Aire ports. In 

May 1741, it was agreed by the trustees that: - 

'in Consideration of the Dearness of provision at this time 

the Surveyor do allow the workmen one shilling a Day per man and no 

more, and that he employ no more than fifty labourers, or if more, 

then to allow them no more than 10d per day the usual rate. 1 

By the end of 1741, over Z320 had been laid out-in-repairs and 

administrative costs, in addi tion to an initial Z1,000 borrowed on 

the security of the tolls. In June 1742, a further sum of al, 000 

was borrowed on the security of the tolls at five per cent interpst. 

The accounts of the surveyorg Thomas Acastor show that, by April 

1743, the additional subscription had been expondod, and that 

r, 167 15s was owing to the non-salaried treasurer. 1 

It was not until 1755, that preparations woro made to secure 

further statutory powers and additionvl tolls. In Novomber of that 

yearp it was recorded that: - 

'the trustees have perused the Acts for the Red House and the 

Weeland Roads and do Order that the same be imedlately prepared and 

presented to Parliament with a petition for that purpose. ' 2 

On 3 February 1756$ Sir'Lionel Pilkington roportod from the committee 

apointed by the House of Commons to consider the alloptions of the 

trustees' petition. On the WakefieldmVeeland road, the sum of 

92,102 1OR was outstanding to subscribers, of which Z52 102 was 

for interest painents. "Alliam Whitworth had informed the 

1. W. R. A. 0. Wakcfield-Weiland Trust. Minute Book 1 (1741MFG). 

Between January 1742 an? 4ril 1743, the surveyor Thonas Acaster 

paid out Q30 13-S, hra in rcpairs and labourers' wages. 

2. loc-cit. 638 



committee that, in epite of none progrcsC, tho tolls wero, -. inGuffi- 

cient to repair the road and also pay administration cost-- and 

interest on subscriitions. The Bill which wan nubseouently-intro- 

duced failed to'pass-that'session, the trustoon paying, out, &289 to 

Samuel Harper for soliciting the Bill in Parliament: - 

tand that it be'redotInOnded to him in Consideration t1n"ýttbo Bill, 

was-lost, and ofý ýthe prompt payment that he would renit thoý, Interect 

for the Money'laid out. 

In the following Parliamentary sof7sion, a now - and this tine 

successful - , promotion of a. Bill for A-1ho 1.7akcfield-7loeland rond 

occurred. Subsequently, Pobert Yoates recoivcd S-: *. 440 
-lS-s 

S-d 

for solicitinG the Bill, Alan Johnson, the clerlz to the trurý, tcec 

war, allovied ni66 Its 2d, while John Milner, vý, s paid, 910 l2s Cýý, 

for his e,. T. en6cs in appearing as a witness to prove the alleg'at ions, 

of the trustees' petition. 
2 

HavinG obtained further powors, 
3 the trustees soixspht to place 

the finances of the trust on a moro realistic footing, by adjusting 

the rate ofinterest on the initial surns subscribod. At a meeting 

of the trustees on 4 June 1757, it was agrood that: - 

'a Subscription be immediately openeci-6'r' money to the 

Roads and it is hoped and proposed that every Commf, ssionor %rill 

subscribe and lend_for that purpose at four and a half per cent 

s the present Creditors to be paid off unle f,., they will agree 

1. H. of 0. journals, =. no - 421- 
2. W. R. A. 0. Wakefield-Weeland Trust. Minute Book n(Ula-1826). ' 

3.30 Geo. 11, C-38. 
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to a, Reduction of Interest and to take the same. Securities with the 

Subscribers. ' 1-- 

In 1758, it was agreed that the tolls and profits arising on the 

Wakefield-Weeland road should be divided into one hundred equal 

shares: - 

land that one of such shares be, mortgaged or assigned .*. to every 

person who hath Advanced or shall Advance . -. . the sum of L50-1 

Table 10. Creditors of the Wakefield-Weeland Turnp ike Trust. 2 

Before 12ý7 After 1757 

Bridget Harvey 19000 
Selwood Hewitt 600 
William Crewe 400 100 
Richard Long 50 50 
Marquis of Rockingham 250 
Sir George Savile 150 
Sir Rowland Winn 100 
Sir William Wentworth 19000 
John Smyth 100 
Metcalf Procter 100 
Thomas Winn 50 
John Milnes 50 
Robert Milnes 50 
Pemberton Milnes 50 
Sarah Ingram 100 
Thomas Yarborough 200 
Lord Downe 100 
Richard Weddell 100 
John Milnes Jun. 100 
Thomas Thornhill 250 

E2,050 Z20900 

Several surveyors and engineers were responsible for work on 

certain stretches of the Wakefield-Weeland road in the following 

years. On 19 August 1758, the trustees entered into an agreement 
1. W. R. A. 0. Wakefield-Weeland Trust, Minute Book 1. (1741-1826). 

loc. cit. 
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with an engineer who was subse'quontlyýto achieve national fame'. - John". 

('Blind Jack') Metcalf agreed to, repair the stretch'of'road-betwoon- 

Crofton and Streethousel leaving-nine yards: - 

'between ditch and ditch in a circular manner and covered twenty feet 

broad by eighteen inches thick in the Crown andýsix inches on the 

sides and to be laid on in a circular manner in three Covers of the 

strongest and best stone ' .,. -to observe aStraightýLine as-much, as 

be in carrying on the same ... and the Horne Causey to be made good 

where there is one. ' 

In September 1760, the trustees agreed with Richard Liley of West 

Hardwick to repair the stretch between Pontefroat'and'Sharlaton f6rýp 

seven years'for F, 20 a nile yearly, th6, -contr&6tor being pormitted'to 

open a quarry on Featherstone Moor, ' ', Tio-months"later, "a nmcon-'--ý 

tract was made with Richard Beecroft, who was appointed ourveyor for 

the stretch from the eastern end of Pontafract to Weeland for toven ' 

years at a salary of 9,30 a y6art the statute trork of the parisshec'- 

along the line, --of the road to continue 

, Until 1763, the trustces kept the adminictration and collection of 

tolls "in --their ovin -hands, but An''JulY Of that year ant'agrceniýnt viac 

roached, V,? Ii'eri§by Beedroft became'lossne "of the tolls for ýthroc 

PaYing'9520 atinually t6 the trusto6s. 'Iri 1? 66, thd tolls-'werc 

leased'for 'three yenrs at an annu,, -ýki- -'re-int bf p, %O and 'Ontinu dýt c0 

that lovel until 1?? 29 I'll"GR thc re lit . was increalocd to a year, 2 

Although the trustees had ralinquiohed the administration of the 

j. UU, 1. TI. R. A. 0. ýO. LLE; Id-'WcelanCl 
,, rust. y -S BOO!,, 1. k, 1741-17,26) 

IOC-Cit- 



tollsq their-responsibility, for the maintenance of the7road continued. 

An entry of the trustees in January 1765 suggests that they had been 

forced to admit thatno improvement of the road could, over,, render it 

as satisfactory as the, west Yorkshire waterway for the cheaper 

carriage of bulky-materials. 

purchase a boat: - 

'for Carrying materials by Water for Repairing the Road from Wake- 

field to Weeland. 1 

.SSS"S 00a004 *000** 

The most significant new undertaking to improve river navigation 

in west-Yorkshire in, ýhe middle decades, of, the eighteenth century 

was undoubtedly the Calder-and Hebble Navigation, for which statutory 
2 

authorization was obtained, in 1758 ,I .-, I_ 

After the abortive, attempt to promote a Bill in 1740-1, interest 

the upper Calder naviSation seems to have, lapsed for some,. yearse 

The, ocheme was revivPd in, 1751, but-dQes not appear to have, reached 

the Parliamentary level* 
3, Five years later the waterway project 

was seriously reconsidered,,, although-, a--ýfurther, two-yearg were to 

elapse-before the Act was passed. The project was taken up and 

promotedýby, members of-the Union, Club -a body,. of-the, leading land- 

owners and merchantsýin the Halifax diatrict. which had originated, 
1. W. R. A. 0. Wakefield-Weeland Trust. Minute Book 1. (1741-1826). 

2.31 Geo. II, C-72. 

3--CHN 1/1- 'Inn 1758P it was ag'reed'thai jhr ee gidneas'should be 

paid to Joshua Mitchell*. - 'for the Trouble he had with Respect to 

the Navigation in 1751.1 

Three trustees were instructed to 
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in the panic of the Young Pretender'6 Uprising of 1745', '* On 0ý 2 

September 1756p at a general meeting of the Union Cltib'hela at the" 

Talbot Innq Halifax, it was agreed to take"up the'Caldei- and Bebble 

scheme once again: - 

'to consider of Proper Measures, to obtain'an'Act of Parliament for 

Making the River Calder Navigable from 'Wakefield 'to Ellandl and ýso 

on to Halifax. ' 11- 

A committee was appointed to raise the'requibite'capital'ind'to 

manage the promotion of a Bill. 

A leading promoter of the upper'Cald'er"-6cheme, and sub'sequently 

the leading shareholder in the unýert'akin ýas"-Sir' George -Sav il ,0 of 

Thornhill, whose family had opposed the earlier attempts to effect 

the navigation above Wakefield* Yet' it' is"' not di kficýlt' to 'se'e'' 

why Savile should have given his active' supý6rtýjf' f6r, 'as' his -steward 

had apprised him in 1741: - 
'on ''the Iýiver 'banki' 'there will be so many Warehouses er'e4cted 'at 

Eland and the land they must be built pon, Yours"on 
... 

sides"'the 'u"""v " -' "' both 

River will be an equivalent Proffit to the'damages you-will su'stain 

in the cutting and flooding your lands in Thornhill, --*' 
2 

The promoters of the Calder and Heb'bl'e Na'vigatioh inc I luded many 

of the leading figures in the rapidly expanding industrial and 

commercial economy of the parishes of Halifax and Rochdale* For 

example, John and Jeremiah Royds were wealthy merchants and bankers 

of Halifax who had built up, extensi-ve trading connections in 

le CHN 
t Savile MSS. DDSR 211/4/12. 
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London Samuel Lees was a Halifax-worsted, manufacturer;,.. Goorge 

Stansfield-was aowhite kersey r; aker of Sowerby Bridge; ýDavid Stans- 

field a Halifax, merchant; while, William. Gream was described as a, 
2 

'gentleman tradesman, ofý, Halifax-of at least-L? 00, a year.. 1--, 

John, Caygill-of1thq, Shay! subsequently, offeredý, Talbot.. Close to the 
3 Halifax clothiers, for the erection, of-a new Cloth Hall. In both 

thellalifax andthe Rochdale, districtsl. merchant., Capital,, Was, to,,, be 

ed-the.. found,. on, a,. large scale. 
4, Interests in Lancashire who, r 

Calder and Hebble, schome included, members,, of,, the Smith and 'Walmoley 

families of, Rochdaleg,. who were, among, -the, ', wealthiest merchant, manu-,,, 

facturers of the district and who had intermarried with the Royds 

family of Halifax*,, 

. -The earlier efforts to,, secure,, the, upper, Calder navigation had 

been ý frustrated, largely, by the opposition of the riparian, fulling, 

mill-, ownersl, and, the,, promoters in. the 17501, s-were, anx: Lous. to, ýallayg. 
the, apprehensions of likely opponents. , Throughout the. summer, of 

17579 John,,, Smeaton r-who, had ýeen,,, appointed. surveyor-of,, the,, -p: ýoposed 
1- A--Y0--rritt-, 1Th-eHo-use of the Royds' - =ork-shire Il-lusti-ated-, 

February 195?. In 1766, John Carr designed and built a new house 
for'-John'Royds, the king of Denmark being entertained there in 

, ---,, 
1768,. 

, Lord Rockingham wrote of John Royd: - 'he is not only a 
very considerable merchant, but also a very respectable Man. ' 
Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R. 11/10. 

2. -Savile. MSS. DDSR 4/41b. 

3- Clegg, p. 209. 

4. Wadsworth and Manns P-270- There was virtually-no-cotton manu- 

facture in Rochdale until the coming of the spinning factories. 
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undertaking - was urged, to start his survey. The promoters realised 

that even when the surveyor's report, had been completed: - 

'much will remain to be done ... previous to any application to 

Parliament in the way of Answering qb, jectionsg and reconciling the 

Several persons, interested on the River; and, therefore. wish to have 

as much. time, for. that purpose,,, as may be. ', 

In, order to,. bring. to light,, and'if possible to satisfy,, wOuld be 

opponents of,, 
_the,,, 

prospective Bill, an advertisement was inserted in 

the Leeds, Manchester, York. 
land_London, 

newspaper_s outlining the 

intended scheme. 
2 The promoters reearded, it essential to_proceed in 

the open: - 

land convince the Publick. how, much. the. Gentlemen concern'd wish to 

know, the real Merits of the intended, scheme., 
3- 

To elucidate, the likely. arguments of the, riparian, interent, the 

promoters obtained:,, from, the. solicitor who'had acted on. the previous 

Occasion, all. the relevant informationland c-opies of, the form. er 

Bill. 4 Smqaton apsured, th, e, promoters that it wo. uld be'necessary to 

convince the House of Comnons, committee which, examined. the petition 

peeking leave, to bring in, a, Bil_ll that the, upper Calder scheme 

could be effected: - 
wiiiiou'i -Le s'sening'_, t'iie_ t-f i 6i t'- of the Mi1l_6_"J: d'g'efieialp irlii6h'aldfie' 

can affectthe Trade"in-General; I and that I respecting par't'ic'ularsl 
1. CHN 1/1. 

2. loc. cit. ' The'London ne I wspapers in which the advertisements 
appeared were the Whitehall Post and the General Evening Post. 

3- 
-1 _0c_- 

c -it 
fo1 .8 

4: loc-cit-i fol, 23. --- Woodcock of Lincoln's Inn, one of the Lord 

Keeper's secretaries had solicited the Bill of 1741. 
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the Detrinent uill be very minute in proportion to the general 

Advantageq this will take off every Objection that can be openly 

urged. ' 1 

Anxious to find precedents, the promoters consulted Postlethwayt's 

recently'published Dictionary, and found that Congreve's scheme to 

2 
unite the rivers Trent and Severn might be particularly appropriate. 

By'the end'of November 1757, the case of the promoters had been 

completed, one thousand copies being printed of Answers t Several 

ObJections and of RI 6asons for the proposed waterway*3 These were 

sent to the profnoters' deputed agents in London for circulation to 

MOP. 1s. - 

While Smeaton was taking his surýey of ihe'upper'Calder, a 

deputation of the principal promoters waited on the leading riparian 

proprietors - who -ineltided Lord Rockinghaml Lord Irwin, Sir' John 

Kay's Sir John Ramsden and Sir George Dalston in order to obtain 

support. other landowners and millowners were urged to sign a 

certificate If they"were willing to acquiesce to the upperACalder 

sCheme. 
4 

Although Smeaton was largely satisfied with the survey 

made by'John Eyes and Thomas Steers in 17409 the promoters were 

anýýous to present - a'ne Iw survey and'plan in case changes had 

1. CHN 1/1, fol. 15. 
2., CHN 1/1, fol. 18. The Universal Dictionary of Trade and Commerce 

had appeared between 1751-55. Dr. Congreve had argued that the 

Trent-Severn-scheime could bo effected witýout-any damage to 42 

mills and forges situated upon the two rivers. 

3- CHN 1/lo fol. 18. 

4. CHN 1/li fOl-19-' 
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occurred in the course of the rivers. 
1 By early DecemberI757v 

Smeaton was ready to present his reportg and the promoters instructed 

that one thousand copies should be printed, 'and six hundred copies 

of the engraved plan. 
2 On 7 Decemberl a public meeting was held at 

Wakefield at which the promoters presented the proposed scheme to 

the landowners and millownerse Smeaton concluded in his report 

that it would be practical to continue the waterway above Wakefield 

for a further 23 miles to Brooksmouthp and on for a further half- 

mile to Salterhebble Bridge. The proposed navigation would carry 

boats and barges of the same burthen as those on the Aire and Calder 

Navigation, not drawing above 3 feet 6 inches water in dry seasonss 

but capable of carrying 20-25 tons if 4 feet of water were avail- 

able. It was estimated that the cost of completing the navigation 

would not exceed L30P0001 and that it would take about seven years 

to complete the requisite improvements, Smeaton assured the 

riparian proprietors that his scheme could be effected: - 

'without sensibly affecting the Mills, either by backwater, or loss 

Of water, or the meadows adjoining. ' 

The promoters were willing to make certain concessions to the 

proprietors of Dewsbury upper mills, but it soon became clear that 

not all the millowners on the upper Calder were amenable-to the 

proposed navigation. Nevertheless, the promoters seem to have been 

satisfied that opponents who had attended the meeting on 7 December 

1. Smeaton's work on the Eddystone Lighthouse prevented him from 

starting the upper Calder survey until October 1757. He affirmed 

of Steers and Eyes that: -tthey were esteemed, especially Mr. 

Steers in their profession, ' 

2. MIN 1/lo fol-43.697 



were unlikely to oppose the scheme openly, it being unanimously 

i; I1 11 1ý 1ý IIý ý' I; -Iý 11"'ý '. ý' agreed that: - 

Inb material Objection appears to the i6howing an"Appli6atio'n to 

Parliament for extending the NavijýLtion df'tfie River'Caldor fro'm 

Wakefield up to' Salter Hebble Bridge n6ar'Hali: fax', ' Pe'solvod that - 

Application t6"'Parliament be made this', prbsent' ý6cýsrsidnt- and that ca 
I Petition be, imrýediately drawn upý fo*: ý that-'p'urýov, ýO'. I 

11 Xot 0. nly' *ere the' parishes of'Halifax 'and 'Rochd6le' unable to' 

provide" eýh adequate supply of indigchýoud raw 'Mat-crials for 'their 

staple-In'dustrics, they wore 'alCo'c'omý63: 16d" I to I : Lnbott cbn6i4crable 

ýUarýti-ti6'6'Of -'foodstuffs. 'The viatorray `--, ýdt6m", facili: tat'ed intra- 

regi onal, de'eAings, grain 'from the East Ridin -and- Lincolnshire 

-; t" Riding. Tho being _e'xcliknýed 'for "the coal and. lirw' '6T the, V16-s 

li, - i in6d' the acýcounts df "local: 't ' ftjý'Vý: c trusts-, ' ý-. nd promoter %C1,0 ý: al. urn 

opined that 'about 600 horse loads of grain were carried from Leeds 

and WARAU to ý Halifar 10% j4ek, ' The HaVY6, vit&mSes deposed 

that- A6at s6ldli the" Aiket's of Oeks and Ilakefteld 'at T)rices , 

which'ra: ng'6d, fr6ýi shýJ. 1'1-ings`to ýýevon shillihg-s por quarter lbivr 

J., 'lle" c`, it'---va'b 'one 'farthi' than at`ýIrallkax, w1i nng orý oh6-hbalfpcnny per 

poifnd-chea: per at' the former t6vmb. The difference-in- price lvýs, 

ascribed'partli to 'the cost'o I- f lund: ' carriage 'and 'p'artly to the, 

profit6-`Of7 mlddleýý-inen or badgers 'which 'amounteýd 'to'abou ,t one shilling 

1. CHN, 1/1, fol. 1ý9. The'meeting on 7 December 1757ý'-War- attended 
by the. trustees of the Aire and Calder Navigation. The con- 
-6-bbsion to the millovnierb at DeVisbury noted that: - tDowbbury 

upper'Mill, occu-pied by John Greenwood and John Whitenan to be 

particularly con-Siderld in the Clause to nrevent the Mlillors 

from stanging their vheels if such a Clause be thought 
necessary. ' 
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per horse load. 

The disposal of the woollens and worsteds of the Halifax and 

Rochdale districts was carried out in four main ways. Firstlyp 

manufactureB-were sent by land to Leeds and Wakefield where they 

were baled and forwarded by the Aire and Calder Navigation to Hull, 

whence they were shipped by the coastal trade to London. Secondly, 

goods followed the above route to Hull and were then exported 

directly, to the continent. Thirdly, goods were sent by pack horse 

to Leeds and Wakefield and then by waggon to London, it being 

attested that ten times more goods were carried along this route in 

wartimet wool constituting one of the items of back carriage, 
1 

Fourthly, many of the woollens and worsteds for export to the 

American colonies were taken by land carriage over Blackstone Edgeq 

through Rochdale to Manchester$ and from there to Liverpool by the 

Mersey and Irwell Navigation. 2 

The condition of the roads and the cost of land carriage between 

the heads of navigation at Leeds and Wakefieldq and the parishes of 

Halifax and Rochdale provided the principal causes of complaint and 

the main argument for effecting the upper Calder, navigation scheme. 

Witnesses affirmed that the new turnpike roads had largely followed 

the old pack horse tracks which were often steep and difficult. 

For example, an incline near Halifax rendered the use of wheeled 

vehicles difficult, and virtually impossible for any load over one 

ton in weight, Although the roads were not iuinoust the promoters 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIIIi 133- 

2. Clegg, p. 199.699 



ur,, -, ed that they could never provide as cheap a mode*of transit as 

water carriage. -It seems that the, completion of the Leeds-Bradford- 

Halifax turnpike had not led-to any fall in the cost of land carriage, 

but rather the reverse. 
1 Prospects of a reduction of the cost of 

carriage seemed no brighterg largely due to the difficulty in using 

waggons on the steeper Pennine gradients. 
2 

The proposed schedule of freight and tonnage for the upper 

Calder Navigation was not to exceed l2s'per tong with lower rates 

for lime, limestoneg and freestonegý and exemption for marlg manure 

and the materials-required for-the"repairý-of-the riparian mills. 
3 

The promoters were confident that-If the upper'Calder schemevasý, 

carried out on-these, termsjýnine. main benefits would soon become'ý- 

apparento -It was-argued-firstlyi that-the reduction, in theýcost of 

carriage would prove,, particularly, beneficial-to the'woollen and 

worstedýindustriesýof the Halifax and'Rochdale districts, enabling 

merchants to export cloth at about, l-ý per cent cheaper, Secondlys 

it was malntainedAhat theýcost of'obtaining raw. materials and - 

provisions would be lower and the"services of-many middle-men would 

be dispensed with. 
4 Thirdlyl, witnesses were confident that goods 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIIIj 133.,,, Vlitnesses-forthe, promotors, de- 

posed that formerly the cost of land carriage between Leeds and 

Halifax was is 6d per horse pack of 240 lb. After the turnpike 

had been completed, ý., the cost of'carriage had risen to 2s sometimes 
6d or -3. a per pack-, , 'They 

ascribed. the rise. to, an, increase in_ 

tho\number of inhabitants in Halifax and in consequence an 
increase in the volume of goods carried. 

2. -Ibid, P-133. 
3. CHN 1/19 fol-52. 

4. H. of C. Journals$ XXVIII, 134. 
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carried by water would receive less damage through friction. Fourthly, 

an argument common to most inland navigation nchemes was employedl 

namely, that the proposed waterway would lead to an increase in tho 

numbers of watormen and mariners. Fifthlyt it was confidently 

expected that the navigation would improve the competitive pocition 

of the Halifax and Rochdale industriest which would con7)el manu- 

facturers in other districts to maintain a high standard. In the 

si. -Ith place, the promoters anticipated further devolopmonts in 

intra-regional trade as the navigation of the Calder wao extended 

westward. ' Slates and flagstones in the neighbourhood of Halifax 

could not bear the cost of land carriage over long distancesq but, 

once the waterway was improvedg might be"carried cheaply to the East 

Riding, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire where thereýwas a ready 

market. Lime from Knottingley would provide an important item of 

back carriaget at a lower cost than the prevailing rates of land 

carriage in that commodity. A seventh reasonIn favour of the 

upper Cald. er scheme concerned the cost of carriage between London 

and Halifax. Thus witnesses affirmed that the steep gradient of 

the roads near Halifax meant that waggons were constricted in the 

quantities of goods which they might carry, loads of,, 10, or 12 horse- 

packs being carried to Wakefield where consignment's'Were made' up to 

about 30 horse-packs and dispatched to London. A reduction in 

carriage costs which was likely to follow the effecting of the upper 

Calder scheme would lead to economies in the rates at which goods 

were carried along the London-Wakefield-Halifax axis* Eighthlyj 
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-k tio 

it was-maintained that the extens on 'of naviga n 'would'help to 

I' 'Lee's a, -, preserve the highways westwards of d nd Wakefield. Finallyl 

týe-interest's who hoped that navigation would be extended to Sowerby 

Bridge argued thatthe new waterway would provide an important link 

N, -Iý, I -', "--" _-, 41 111. with one of th'e'main trans-Pennine routes* 

Opponents of the Calder and Hebble Navigation Bill revived many 

o. f'_ýhe'arguments formerly used to render the scheme abortive. The 

allegations of the promoters that the cost o'f land carriage had not 

been reduced with the coming of turnpikes were disputed by Joseph 

Willis, a deponent acquainted with the London-Vlakefield-Halifax 

axis. He attested that the use of broaa-wheeled waggons drawn 

by eighi horses and capable of carrying 30 packs each of 240 lbs - 

had led to a reduction in carriage rates between London and Wake- 

field. Extendifiýg this argumento-he anticipated that the'completion 

of the Wakefield-Halifax turnpike would lead to other reductioria, 

although it is noteworthy that this witness made no attempt to 

explain-how'heavily-laden waggons would get up the steep gradients 

- ý, I-Iýý-Il2 near the viestern'terminus of that road. 
1. H. Of C. Journalst XXVIIIs 134- Witnesses tes ed that: - 

'several gentlemen would have ordered corn in thelate time of 
1, --V scarcity td supply the poor at Halifaxt but they were deterred by 

-the e)Tpnce of carriage, -the need to purchase sacks and to hire__ 
Granaries for it at Wakefield. ' It was estimated that 95,700 a 
year would be saved in Halifax' in the cost of carriage and profits 

of middle-men or badgers. 

Ibid, P-134. Willis deposed that the price o. f carriage from London 

aa pack to 7. R 6d a pack, to Wakefield had been 'reduced from 14 

which he ascribed to the use of broad-wheeled waggons* From Wake- 

field to Londont the cost of carriage had been reduced from ls 

to 10d per stone. 702 



Although many of the millowners had expressed willingness to 

acquiesce to the, proposed-waterway, they seem to have taken'thw', 

precaution of having their-case heard before the House of, 'Commons 

comm'ittee, itýbeing. argued, that: -, 

lanyýnavigation-upon'the River'Calder must'of necessity'render the 

adjacent-ýGrounds much-more liable to be overflowed, ' injure'the 

fulling and,, other--Mills by occasioning. ýback., waters, and above all 

by the'continual wash'of, water at, the Locks, ýas well as'at, the 

Times ofýthe passing and-repassing of theýBoatsq so much-interrupt. 

their'Working in dry seasons, v as would, notý'only injure", the parti- 

cular Cloths'inýthe Stocksq but so far-obstruct the'Fulling Df"it",, 

in'general asýto prevent the. demands of trade being, supplied'in 

due Time. " 1 11 1-ý 

ltýseems possible'that, many of the millowners 'Joined in, ýthe petition 

against the Bill-p---in'order to receive the maximum compensation. 
2 

I The chief opponent" of the Bill. was'William Barlm, -, ii-, Leeds , 

merchant, -and owner of Sands Mill near Dewsbury, who was apprehensive 

that'any diversion of, the river-Calder from its natural, bed in the 

direction of his mill would subje'ct-it td backwater. ^ While the' 

Bill was-in embryo, the, promoters, took steps to satisfy Banks. An 

agreement-was signedo-n-28 February 1758, 
-whereby 

theýpromoterr. 
1. CHN 1/1, fol. 10. 

2.. H. oIfC. Journal IS XXV 111,94 Si Ir Lionel Pilkington, proprietor 

of Wakefield and Horbury mills, John Greenwood$ proprietor. of_ 

Dewsbury'mill, and --- Darby, proprietor of Hall's mill were the 

principal petitioners. It seems that Smeaton had performed some 

engineering work for Pilkington. CHN 1/1, fol. 19. 
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committed thencelvos to the purchase of the mill in-questionl, -Banks 

promised to advance Z19000 as'a subscription in, the proposed naviga- 

tion$ and he promised, to, give no further opposition toýtho Bill. 1 

The, community of interest which had persisted between the manu- 

facturing and commercial-Interests on the Yorkshire-Lancashire 

border was'seriously strained in the weeka, which followed the- 

presentation of the Halifax petition for the Calder and Hobble Bill 

on 25 January 1758.2 - For someýtime the traders of Rochdale had had 

under consideration a new waterway, 'from Rochdale', to Sowerby Bridge, 

and they now urged the Halifax promoters to include'la clause in 

their Bill to continue the upper-Calder navigation to Sowerby Bridge 

3 
and-thus connect the-two systems. The Halifax promoters were 

anxious that the Sowerby Bridge scheme should not, be pushed at that 

time-, on'the grounds that it might jeopardise, the upper Calder 

navigation, and arouse, the latent, -Jealousy of, the commercial 

communities of Leeds and Wakefield, and of many of the West Riding 

landowners: - 

Ithat, the Trade ofýthe West Riding is likely to-be removId Westwardl 

4 
and consequently obstruct if not hazard the-Success of the Bill. ' 

Having-agreed to Smeaton's proposals'at a publicmeeting, the 
, 

Halifax--promoters considered that the Lancashireýscheme could not 

be incorporated in their Bill without inconsistency: - 

1with'Honour and,, their Engagement to the Public. 15, - 

1. Clegg, p. ? _06. 
2. H. of C. Journals, XXVIIIP 94. Petition of gentlement clergy, 

merchants, traders and other inhabitants of the town and parish 

of Ha lifax. 

3. Clegg, p. 208. 

4. CHIT 1/1, fol. 66. 
5. CHN 1/19 fol. 7a. 704 



In an attempt to resolve the differences between Halifax and 

Rochdale, Lord Strange offered his good services, being willing to 

recommend that the Rochdale scheme should be deferred until the 

following session: - 

'if we could secure the Attendance of such Yorkshire Members as 

appear in Behalf of our Bill, whenever they shall think proper to 

push theirs. $ 

When the Rochdale interests apprised the Yorkshire promoters of 

their intention to push for a clause to be inserted in the Calder 

and Hebble Bill to extend the waterway to Sowerby, Bridge', 'the 

Halifax committee resolved'that: - 

'the Success of the Bill be risqued upon our own Plan and Interest, 

even thol the Lancashire Gentlemen should continue to oppose us. 12 

After a good deal of correspondence and several joint meetings of 

the two committeesp the Halifax promoters were induced to include 

the stretch in question in the Bill. 3 

Having resolved their differences, the Halifax and Rochdale 

interests were able to concert measures in order to present their 

case before the House of Commons committee which had been appointed 

to consider the allegations of the promoters. In early February, 

petitions in favour of the proposed navigation were presented from 

Grantham, Lincoln, Newark and Hull, towns which were anxious to 

1. CHN 1/1, fol. 76. The Halifax promoters argued that they had 

given all reasonable assurances that they would not oppose the 

Rochdale scheme in any future session. 

2,10C. Cit, 
3. Cleggs p. 208. ? 05 
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support a echeme which was likely to facilitate intra-regional 

dealings in agricultural products# coal and woollens and worstedse 

Smeaton. joined the promoters' agents in soliciting support among 

M. P* ISO 2 

Although the promoters claimed that they had reached an agree- 

ment YrIth the riparian interest, several petItions were presonted 

against the upper Calder scheme. In addition to a petition from 

the principal millownersl the co=ercial interests in the finishing 

towns of Leeds and Wakefield were apprehensive that any extension 

of navigation would be prejudicial to their position. 
3 Opponents 

also were active in soliciting support among JI. P. 1s. For example, 

William Horsfall of Storthes Hall wrote to the Earl of Dartmouth, 

outlining probable effects of the new waterway upon the fulling 

mills of the river Calder. Horsfall opined that there were other 

important reasons against the Bill: - 

'if the Exportation of Coals be not prohibited it will be the intire 

Ruin of this Country, for it is by the Cheapness of Coals that we 

keep our Trade, but if Coals be exported They will soon grow dears 

and then our Trade will remove up westward, I am told the Town of 

Wakefield already feels the bad effects of coals going down the 

present Navigation. 14 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIII, 87,89t9l993. 

2. Smeaton had been requested to seek support from Sir Conyers 

DI. Arcy, Lord Doirme, Lord Strafford, Lord Strange, Sir George 

Methem, the Duke of Leedsq as well as --- Burroughs, --- Ramsdenj 

--- Wilkinson, --- Thornhill, --- Joddril, --- Reynolds and --- Lane. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXVIII, 92,95,98. 

4. Dartmouth MSS. (Loeds). IIisc. Corr-4- 
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The allegations of the promoters and opponents were examined 

by counsel before the House of Commons committeev and the subsequent 

report provides a picture of trading patterns* and a description of 

the prevailing conditions of land carriagee David'Stansfield and 

Samuel Lees, who had been deputed to transact the promotion of the 

Bill in London affirmed that about one-third of the woollen and 

worsted manufactures of the West Riding were produced by the 50,000 

inhabitants of the parish of Halifax. In the neighbouring Lan- 

cashire parish of Rochdale , large quantities of white kerseys and 

bays 'were produced. Witnesses attested that less than a thousandth 

part of the wool required was produced locally; and that there were 

four principal routes used in providing the requisite quantity. 

Firstly, wool from the East Ridings Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire 

and Leicestershire was brought by means of the Humber-Ouse-Trent 

waterway system to Leeds and Wakefield. Secondly, wool from 

Norfolkj Suffolk and the port of London was shipped by coasting 

vessel to Hull and then forwarded by river craft to the market towns 

e eld. Third y smaller qua' of Leeds and Wak'fi' i-s, ' ntities reached those 

towns by'iand carriage from the North Riding and other northern 

counties, largely as back carriage from the West Riding. Calcu- 

laiions based on'the turnpike aI ccounts for the roads between Leeds, 

Wakefield and Halifax led to the conclusion that about 500 packs 

of wool were carried westwards every, 
_week. 

A fourth route for the 

1 import of wool was from the west coast ports. 
1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIII, 133. In 1752v Lancaster was opened 

as a, port-for the import of Irish wool and yarn. Heatonj P-256. 
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The agreement which the promoters had 37eache4 with Banks, was 

not carried out in consequence of a change in the nature of the Bill 

while passing through Parliament. Witnesses who gave evidence 

before the House of Commons committee were closely questioned about 

the fortunes of the existing west Yorkshire waterwayl and were asked 

to opine whether they considered the_Aire and Calder Navigation a 
V 

monopolistic undertaking. -, 
The promoters were willing to acknow-,, 

' 
ledge that if the profits of the proposed navigation ever amounted 

to as much as 30 per cent - the prevailing dividend on thecapital 

of the Leeds and Wakefield undertakers -1 it was likely to constitute 

a monopOlY for the Calder and Hebble interestse To prevent this 

arisingt the promoters apprised, the,, committee that'a proposal had 

been, incorporated into the Calder, and Rebble Navigation Bill to the 

effect that whenever the dividend amounted to more than a certain 

sum Ter cent, duties would be lowered. 
, 

Even this does not. appear 

to have satisfied the House of Commons committee. The original 

design -_that the'new Navigation should not be of a public nature 

but should be the property of the subscribers - had to be abandoned. 

The waterway was'to be, managed by commissioners and limits wero 

placed_on the dividends, which. might be earned. Some years later, 
I 

Sir George, Savile recalled the change which was effected in the 

nature of the Bill: - 

IShock'd with the enormous gains, as they pleaeld, to term them of 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXOVIII 
., 

134- 

2. H. A. S. MSS. 333. Evidence in a Chancery lawsuit, Banks v. Stans- 

field. Deposition of John Smeaton; and of Christopher Rawden of 

Halifax, merchant. 709 



the Wakeficld and, Leeds Adventurers, they tied the Halifaxianst to 

1 the terms of a Turnpike five per cent ... I 

Another clause which was written into the Bill stipulated that 

no coal was to be carried down the proposed waterway to Wakefield. 

Whether this proviso was designed to satisfy the clothing interestsl 

who were apprehensive that the export of coal from the region would 

prove detimental to the woollen and worsted industry, or whethor it 

was the work of mining proprietors around Wakefield, who wore 

anxious that competition in the river trade in coal should not in- 

crease, is not easy to determine. Certainly, to many concerned 

in the manufacture of woollens and worsteds, it must have seemed 

that two of the main advantages possessed by the Calder valley - 

water power and coal - were threatened by the proposed waterway. 

Against this was the prospect of cheaper rates of carriage for raw 

materials and finished products. The short term affect of the 

restriction would be to deprive the navigation of a major source of 

revenue in its early stages when large sums of additional capital 

expenditure were often needed. 

The determined efforts of the Halifax and Rochdale promoters 

were rewarded with a considerable degree of success. Early in 

April, Richard Beaumont of Huddersfield'noted that: - 

'I hear the Navigation bill will pass; the Lancashire gentry are 

very hot I suppose they will have a Cut through Blackstone Edge. 12 

1. Temple Nersam MSS, TNýZA/5/1/13- 

2. Whitley-Beaumont MSS. DD/WBC/133. Richard Beaumont to Samuel 

Fenton at Green Head near Huddersfield, 8 April 1758, 
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It seems that a total of 936,000 was subscribed to effect the upper 

Calder undertaking, 
1 

Table 11. List of Subscribers to'make the Naviration of the River' 
Calder from Wakefield to Sowerby Bridge near Hnlifax. 

Sir George Savile 6,000 
Messrs. Royds, of Halifax 3,000 
John Caygill of Halifax 20000 
Thomas Aked 29000 
Thomas Thornhill of Fixby 2tooo 
William Gream of Halifax -19200 
Rev. --- Sandford 11200 
Valentine Stead of Halifax 10000 
Samuel Burroughs of Dewsbury 10000 
George Stansfield 10000 
William Banks of Dewsbury 19000 
Rev. Cyril Jackson of Halifax 10000 
John Woolmer 10000 
Robert Alenson 10000 
Messrs. Coulthursts of London 600 
David Stansfield of Halifax 500 
--- Baldwin of Halifax 500 
Lea Haughend 500 
Samuel Lees of Halifax 500 
John Walker 500 
John Waterhouse 500 
--- Peace of London 500 
John Baldwin of London 500 
--- Todd of London 500 
William Marsden of Barnsley 500 
Samuel Taylor of Rochdale 500 
--- Turner of Mirfield 500 
Rev. --- Braithwaite 500 
John Smeaton 500 
--- Hargreaves 00'. 5 
--- Taylor of Sowerby Croft 500 
James, Wetherherd 400 
Richard-Townley of Rochdale 300 
Christopher Rawson 300 
--- Yates of Heptonstall, 300 
John-and Samuel Lister 300 
Dr. George Legh of Halifax 200 
John Smith of Rochdale 
--- Walmsley 200 

Nicholls of-Booth Town' 200 
Powell of__Heptonsta11, -_. --, _ 

Joseph Bramley 200 
Dr. --- Jackson 100 
--- Moore 100 

L36.000 

1. Spencer Stanhope MSS. (Bradford). 2171. 

711 



Within a few years of the passing of the Calder and Hobble Acto 

vessels were able to get up to Elland and Brooksmouth where ware- 

houses were established. Howeverp the original promote'ra soon 

found týhatýthe'statutory poviersýwhichý"they-h, -tdýobtained,.: Ln 1758 

'Vlore inadequate'. 'A second Act-was obtained in-1769,, - which removed 

'the waterway fron, the hands"of, 'thb comUsaibnersý and, accepted the 

propri-etorship of the' subscribers. The provision of, thtl -sbcond 

Abýt vrhi I ch aroused the'great'ebt controvcrsy was that-which permittpd 

co I al'to - be -carried 'down- toý Vakofield' ah6 the, river V611cy' narketa. 

Sir John'Ran. sden of'Byrari hadý-, -np7prisod ýthe Darl of Dartmouth of his 

a-pprehenblons on that' sc'ore " b`esi&, a, outli: ningr what he ýUonrd derod 

to" be thd- motiv'es of-, `, th6' Caldtr'ý')ýnd- Ilebblo , promotor, -,,, -, Paracden war, 

conv: l: nce'd -that if 'c6K-1 mad c'cir`rio(I, doiv1Aotr-eqr. I: -4 

b6 the gre"atost sho'c1t, '-If, not' 'Cho'-total"ddstmiction of the 

ý_'Vooifcn Vfanufzibtdrý'". ' ribW to' bo _*, 4UtanPtcd to bc, 

", P , 0' 1 done? To rýOinburTse_ '66, men, ep0 -401 und, abbut'lkilifax, -, ho : Wly 

s, chemed almy - -a - Co'n'sid6rable'-Sum ! fn '-the Iate'Navigation,, atýthe 

expe'ncen(5t onl: i 6f -this "Country, : buttý6 adjacent ones also. 'The 

plentyl "ý'a_nd 'c"he I ap I ness ofý, doa1's; -tog&ther`with the Brooks, for Milling 

their Cloths first established the. Trade in that pýrt of the Country, 

where it has-, subsisted ever, since, and will continue to do so, pro- 

vided no unnec , essary, or I unjust restrictions should 'be'-lain upon it. 

Should the, Trade fail, the Inhaýitants must follow it, for the 

1, Sowerby Bridge Library. Stansfield MSS. 410. 

2.19 Geo. III, c. 71-, An, Act for extending the Navigation of the River 

Cal, der to, Saiter'hebble Bridge and td Sowerby-Bridge and for' 

repealing an Act for that purpose, 
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11 If 

Cultivation of the Landq will not be sufficient to maintain such a 

number of People. ' 1 

(viii), TRADE ON THE AIRE, AND CALDER NAVIGATION IN THE PRE-CANAL AGE 

In the absence of tonnage figuresfor'týe-varioUs comýodities 

carried on the west Yorkshire waterwayg it is no easy task to calcu- 

late"the-volume of trade'passing along the Aire and Calder Navigation 

on the eve of the canal age. .1 It has been estimated that the annual 

nu'mber, of laden vessels passing into and 11 out of the borough of Leeds 

by the"waterway increased'six or seven-fold"between 1711-13 and the' 

1770's, ' but so far it has not been possible to substantiate this 

view. 
aý- -Goods consigned to Hull for shipment to London and 'the 

Continent princ - iýpally woollen and''worsted pieces - were't'ranshi'pped 

at Raweliffe"and Armin. 'In, 1768, the customs officers at Hull 'were 

informed-that there were'112 keels and'siloope'which regularly 

operated between Rawcliffe or Armin'and the Humber port, amounting 

to 3,480 tons total'burthen and employing 236'men. 3 The bulk of'' 

the goods ship-Ped'from'the lowerýAirie-ports to ., Hull were brought' 

down'the west Yorkshire navigation in-smaller vesselsq the'number 

actually employed-being swelled as a-result 6f'defects on the 

l. 
-William_, 

Salt Library, Dartmouth MSS. , D. 1778 v. 844- 1 March 1769* 
On the second application to Parliaments and the navigation be- 

coming a proprietorship, William Banks put in a claim for damages 
'done to his property caused by making the upper Calder navigable. 
A lawsuit was held at YorkAssizes in, July 1774,, as a result of 
which Banks was awarded damages of t3s300- Cleggo P-207. 

2, 
IG_. 

Ramsden, 'Two Notes-on the History of the Aire and. Calder 
Navigation's Publications of the Thoresby Soci`etý, XLI (1954), 384. 

3. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R. 61/22/1, 
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waterway: - 

I... vessels will be frequently from'Stock Reach to Leeds or Wake- 

field, a-week or more in making good their passage, that otherwise 

would be performed in fifteen hours ... necessary for a greater 

number of vessels being, employed upon the rivers than, would other- 

wise be sufficient to do the business ... 11 

Although Rawcliffe and Armin were the main transhipment porta 

for the Aire and Calder Navigationo a few vessels-continued to be 

employed directly from Knottingley to Hull, By the 1760's it was 

apparent that Knottingley's role as one of the principal ports for 

the West Riding woollen and worsted industry had not been maintained. 

Thus in 1768 only two keels -a total of sixty tons in burthen and 

employing four men - are recorded as trading regularly from Knot- 

tingley to Hull. 2 Naturally, any description of the trade handled 
v 

by the transhipment ports and designed for coastal shipment or 

export from Hull takes no account of the vessels engaged in intra- 

regional dealings within the Hunber-Ouse-Trent waterway system. 

The trade in coals lime, slate) flags, wool and grain was. consider- 

able by the mid-eighteenth century, many of the vessels employed 

never passing into the Humber, In 1766, Lord Rockingham was in- 

formed of the qualities attributable to Knottingley lime: - 

'Have collected minutes relative to the lime I had from Knottingley 

**. The quantity was 32 dozens, and was delivered at Swinton Vlare- 

house at 136 6d per dozen from the Proprietors Vessell the price 

1. Reports of the late John Smeaton (1812)l 119 P-131- 

2* Wentworth Woodhouse IISS. R. 61/22/1. 
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at the kiln being but 7.2 that of the carriage seoms, exorbitant-whon 

it is considered it pays no lock dues, if a Vessell belongine our 

River was employed to fetch itt should suppose the expance would be 

considorably lessened. ' 111111.1 

A plan of Knottingley in 1772 shows four lime staithso 
2 

11 " 

The increasing rent for which the Aire and Caldor Navigation 

was leased was indicative of an ever increasing volume of trade on 

the rivers. The rent paid by the lessees rose from ILSMa yoar,. in 

1704 to Z6,000 a year in 1758, the lattor sum roprosentiag, an 

3 
annual dividend for the Navigation proprietors of ovor 20 por cant, 

The toething troubles of the undertaking in the early years of the 

century had cloarly been overcome, and, instead of soarqhingl'for 

likely tenants, the proprietors, vvere approachod by sovoral tradinG 
4 

interests anxious to lease the NaviGation. For oxamý, ple, the 

intense competition to securo the lease in 1751 by rainintý tradino 

and shippi'ne partnerships provides further evidoncelof 

prospects of tine waterway. Thomas and Willi-&-a Pontong, the, Rothvre: Ll 
I 

coal proprietorst together with Richard Ayrton offorod , C, 51000 a 

year for the Navigation and expressed their willingnosa toýaccejt 

the appointment of an inspector at Rawcliffe. 5 Proposals were also 

1. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R-18V41. Wayne to Lord Rockingham. 

2. Vyner MSS. C. 29M10. Some years latero Mlliam Marshall de. s- 

cribed Brotherton and Knottingley: - 'from whence vast quantities 

of line are sent to distant parts of the Vale of Yorko particu-, 

larly towards Easingwold. 1 W. Marshall, Rural Econ2mZ ol York-_ 

shire (1788), It 346. 

3. Unwin, IACN 2tv P-35. 
4. ACN 4/115/3. 

5. loc. cit. 715 



made, by Richardson Warburton and John Berkenhout, who offered an 

annual rent-of V+, 800. Eventually a ne%y seven years lease was 

granted to Joseph Atkinson, the Thorne shipbuilder and'carpenter 

who-had been a lessee since 1723t in partnership with Thomas Wilson 

son of the Recorder of Leeds and one of the-trustees of the Naviga- 

tion, at an annual rent of L4940O. ' The lessees agreed'that they-, "' 

would pay a salary of L50 a year: -, 

'to such person as the traders or major part, of,: them shall"appoint 

,, -,. ý. ýsuch person', to be employed at Rawcliffe'as'an Inspector-of. 

the Goods, imported and exported and to certify the condition*-they 

are in. ' 

The apprehensions of the commercial communities of, the West'- 

Riding that their-interests would be advers6ly'affected ifthe' 

Navigation was leased by traders dealing in'commoditi6s carried 

alone-theýwaterwayq were strengthened in 1758. 'In that-year the-' 

Navigation, was'leased to Peter Birt, a merchant with many years 

experience in the'Russia trade who had invested in several local 

collieries, in partnership with Sir Henry Ibbetson, an opulent 

Leeds merchant. After Ibbetsonts death in 1761, there wore-growing 

complaints from coll: iery owners and merchants that, the vessels of 

1. ACN 4/115/3. The lessees agreed to-repair the Navigation works 

and to allow the undertakers five per cent for all sums requi- 

site for the improvement of the waterway. 

2. R. G. Wilson, 'Records for a Study of th-e"Leeds-"Woollen Merchýntso 

1700-1830'9 Archives . April 1967-12-13,, Sir Henry Ibbetson bart. 9 

second son'df Henry'Ibbestson of Red Hall, Leeds by Elizabetli, 

da. and coheiress of James Nicholson M. D. of York. Created a 

baronet, 1748. Mayor of Leeds 1753- He died 1761 aged 53- 
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Birt, now sole lessee, received preferential treatment at the locks. 

The practices attributed to the lessees of the Navigation were 

but one of the sources of complaint of the trading communities 

concerning the waterway. Although it was apparent that the under- 

of the Aire and Calder Navigation had realised their aim of securing 

an adequate return for their investment, it was also clear that they 

had failed to perfect the waterway, Interests using the rivers 

experienced defects common to many inland navigations of the period, 

namelyp seasonal variations in the depth of the rivers, meandersp 

silting and disputes with millowners. In 1754, John SMeaton the 

Austhorpe engineer reported to the undertakers: - 

$a method of Preventing Annoyances to the Navigation by the occu- 

. piers of Knottingley Mills by making a Dam from the Landfall on the 

South side of Knottingley Lock across the River ... 
2 

As trade increasedp the inadequacies of the waterway were manifest 

in a growing number of complaints. In 17719 Smeaton, in a report 

on the alterations necessary to improve the Navication considered 

that: - 

'the original undertakers not having had any notion of the extensive 

trade that was likely to be carried on by means thereof, formed 

their plan upon too diminutive a scale, and particularly with 

respect-to- the- depth of 'the water 

By that time a new age was dawning, thinking in now terms and on-a 

larger scale0of how to solve its'transport problems. 
1. Temple Newsam MSS. TN/LA/5/2/5. 

2. Unwin, IACN 21t P-35. 
3. Ibid3, P-36,717 



Throughout the eighteenth century the most valuable goods sent 

downstream from Leeds and Wakefield were provided by the woollen 

and worsted industr 4 ies of the West Riding, Considered from the 

point of view of total national productio"ng it is well known that 

the woollen and worsted industries were not expanding at a great 

pace and that the increase in the value of exports between 1700 and 

1760 was only about 30 per cent. However, the first half of the 

eighteenth century witnessed marked prpgress in the West Riding which 

was appropriating to itself a greater share of national industry, 

and was 'attracting trade from other parts of the country, notably 

from the West Country and East Anglia. By 1772, woratods made in' 

the Wesý Riding equalled in value those made in Norwich and the 

surrou nding districts* 

The role of the Yorkshire waterways and turnpikes in the growth 

of thevoollen and worsted industries of the W est Riding mus t now 

be considered. ' Wool from Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and the mid- 

land counties was sent along the waterway system to Leeds and Wake- 

field, or, was imported via Hull. Dyewoodp fullers' earth and alum 

were'also imported via the principal Humber port and forwarded by 

water'to the market towns which served the clothing districts. if 

there was insufficient water to'navigate the whole stretch of the 

Aire and Calder waterwayg goods would complete the journey from 

1. V. C. H. Yorks. 11,429. Although the Norfolk monopoly was breakine 

down, in the manufacture of worstedso the export of Norivich stuffs 

rose steadily. in the eighteenth century, _reaching a peak in the 

1750ts and 1760's. Wilson, P-299. 
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Armin, Rawcliffe or Knottingley by land carriage. 
1 

Many of the turnpikes west and north of Leeds and Wakefield were 

designed to facilitate transport in the woollen and worsted producing 

districts. For examples when the Leeds-Otley-Kildwick-Preston 

turnpike Bill was under consideration in Parliament, Sir Henry 

Ibbetson an opulent Leeds merchant apprised the House of Commons 

committee of the advantages which would accrue to the clothing 

districts if the route was improved: - 

'for several Years past, the Norwich Stuff Manufacture has been 

carried on about Kildwickp and that several People at Leeds have set 

up this new Manufacture; but that they cannot employ a sufficient 

Number of People there to carry it on; and therefore employ all the 

Manufacturers they can find in a twenty miles circuit, whog when 

they have finished their Work, carry it to their Employers at Leeds 

on Horses ... and that the Manufacturers, who are for the most 

part very poor and have no Horses of their own, might then join in 

a Carriage for conveying their Goods, and thereby save some part of 

their present Expences; and, by this Turnpike, the Masters would 

likewise have an Opportunity of getting Wool from Hull to Tadcastero 

and from thence, through Leeds, to that part of the Country where 

their Manufacturers lives at the same price as from Hull to Leeds 

entirely by Water. ' 2 

At Halifax, Huddersfield, Leeds and Wakefield goods were finished 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIII9 134. 

2, H. of C. Journals, XXVIII 123.28 January i755. 
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dyed and sold, sometimes at the cloth halls, sometimes by direct 
1 

contracts'with factors and merchants, Although pedlars and drapers 

continued to take some of the cloth sold at the cloth halls, many 

merchants and factors bought directly from the makers without Coine 

into the market. 
2 In the eighteenth century the Yorkshire' clothiers 

and merchants moved swiftly into army contracts, the wartime demand 

for uniforms constituting an*important factorIn'the exp'ansion of'the 

West Riding industry. 3 Some years after the ending of-the Seven- 

Years War, Arthur Young recorded that: - 

'The'business of this tovm (Leeds) flourished greatly during the 

war but sunk much at the peaces and continued very languid till 

within these two years, when it began to rise again., 
4 

In the early decades of the eighteenth denturys'considdrable 

I 
quantities of cloth from the West Riding were still sent to Blackwell 

Hall, either by coasting vessel or by land carriage. Similarly the 

earliest contracts with Russia-'we're u- sually arranged through"London 
5 

merchant houses. It has alread: ý been noted however that with the 

development-of the Aire and Calder Navigation'there was a growing 
6- tendency for trade to settle on a Le'eds/Wakefield-Hullý-Europe axis, 

1. From the mid-eighteenth century-an increasing number of, cloth 
halls were established in the market towns of the West Riding. 
The Leeds Coloured Cloth Hall was built in 1757; the Huddersfield 

Manufacturers'Hall in 1766; and Wakefield Tammy Hall in 1766. 

2., Heaton, p. 299. 
3.,, Wilson, p. 280. 
4. Young, I. p. 139. 
5. H. of C. Journals, XXVIII9 134. 

6. Supraq P- 382.720 



In this commercial developments the role of the west Yorkshire ý4%Mg- 

was not unimportant, since it seems that cloth for Russian contracts 

- made in the districts between Wakefield and Halifax - could be 

supplied at rates which were 10 per cent cheaper after the opening 

of the Aire and Calder Navigationg while white kerseys for clothing 

Dutch troops were five per cent cheaper. 
1 It must be emphasised- 

however that many of the cloths produced in the West Riding wore not 

sold in European marketsl but were sent to the American coloniesq 

where the coastal towns were well sprinkled with Yorkshire cloth 

merchants on the eve of the American Revolution. 2 

The Aire and Calder Navigation also played an important part in 

supplying the growing townships and cloth-producing communities with 

food and basic consumer goods. Although population estimates must 

be treated with cautiont there can be little doubt that there was 

marked demographic growth in the West Riding during the eighteenth 

century, For exampleg in 1771 there were approximately 4sOOO houses 

and over 16,000 inhabitants in Leeds, compared with 29500 houses, a 
3 

generation earliert and 1,000 houses in Thoresby's time. In addition 

to the intra-regional trade in agricultural products - which enabled 

grain from the East and North Ridings and Lincolnshire to be ex- 

changed for the coalq limep flags and freestone of the West Riding - 

considerable quantities of groceries and wine were imported via Hull. 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXVIIIP 134. 

2. H. Heaton, 'Yorkshire Cloth Traders in the United States, 1770- 

18401, Thoresby Society Publications, XXXVII (1941)9 226-87. 

When the Stamp Act of 1765 provoked an American boycott of British 

Goods, Leeds merchants joined in the demand for its repeal, 

3. Beresford and Jones, p. 189, 
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Complaints from grocers and wine merchants acainst defects in the 

Aire and Calder Navigation were not uncommon in the, eighteenth . 

century. Like-Leeds, Wakefield was an important market centre for 

a variety of agricultural produce which was distributed ovor a wide 

area. 

Evidence, for the increasing volume ofcoal carried on, the west 

Yorkshire waterways must be derived largely from the, extant. accounto 

of collieries adjacent to the Aire and. Calder Navigation. Reference 

has already been, made to several, waggonways which provided feeders 

3 
to riverside staith6s. The opening of the Rothwell Haigh and-, 

Middleton collieries marked 4 significant change in the scale of 

mining, operations, on the. west Yorkshire coalfield. 
4 In 1758, Charles 

Brandling offered to, deliver to Leeds 23,000 tons of coal annually, 

from his pits at Middleton, at a fixed price, in return for the right 

to"-cbnstruct a waggonway. An Act to this effect was passed in the 

same year. The predominance of Middleton coal in the Leeds market, 

and its expansion in the river market dated, from that timep since 

Brandling, was able, ý-toý-neutralise-the'relative disadvantagas, of- 
For, example, when the Aire and Calder proprietors were seeking to 

promote a Bill for-additional statutory powers in 177lo-complaints 

about conditions onthexaterway were made by various, trading 
, 

interests in Leeds. George Oatesj-a Leeds grocer complained about 

lembezzlementsp alterations and detentions of goods, ' and affirmed 

that lat-a public meeting at Leeds several grocers declared their 

apprehension of being obliged to zhutt up shop if they signed 

complaints in writing which they then declared. ' Temple Newsam IISS. 

TN/LA/5/2/5. 

2. Walker , p. 402. 

3. Supr . p. 590. 
4. Ashton and Sylkes, P. 26.722 
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tsolation-and distance under which the colliery had laboured compared 

with rival collieries at Beestong Halton and nearer the river in ' 

Hunslet. The quasi monopoly of Middleton coal in the Leeds market 

rested largely on lower transport costs with which other collieries 

- dependent on river or turnpike tolls ý- could not compete- 

Since the price of Middlýton coal sold in, Leeds War. fixed by 

statut6, Brandling and his agents concentrated on more distant ' 

markets to compensate for rising costs. In the development of the 

west Yorkshire coalfiel&the river markets were Very important, and 

coal from Middleton was sent, to Lincoln, Brigg, Gainsboroughg Hull, 

Beverley, Driffieldl York, Brotherton, Knottingley and other centres 

accessible by water fromýLeeds. 
2 

Table 12. Coal Sales from the Middleton Collierý of Ch-arles trandling. 
Leeds staith Hunslet staith 
Ttownship sales in tons) Triver sales in'tOns), 

1762 29,063,15,631 
1763 299384 15'808 
1764 31,782 15: 139 
17657 309871 15,863 
1766 32084 229266 
1767 31,195 18,8oo 

l. -Rimmero'Middleton', P-48. -The waggonway was, one and'a half miles 

-long, and. rAn, from Middleton colliery across Hunslet Moor to, the 

- Old Staith-, a wharf near Leeds Bridge. The Brandling family came, - 

from Tyneside, and inherited the Middleton property in the 
, 

late, 

seventeenth century. The statutory price for Middleton coal in 

the Leeds market was, one third below the level prevailing a year 

earlier. 
2. Ibid, P. 54. In the 1760 

' 
Is Middleton coal sold at-4t2 to 41, ft a 

corf at the river staith compared with 4-ýd a-corf in Leeds, the 

statutory price. With rising costs, the price. of coal sent to 

'distant' markets was raised by 11 in 1767. 
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The Aire and Calder Navigation also enabled mining equipment to be 

brought to, Middleton collierY. ThusIn the mid eighteenth century 

a variety of iron goods were being purchased, Newcastle wheels, 

Birmingham engines, Manchester and Sheffield castings, and above all 

sundry, articles from Samuel Walker of Rotherham. The timber supply 

for the Middleton colliery came either from the purchase of standing 

woods in the vicinity or by measured pieces from more distant parts 

of Yorkshire and imports from the Baltic. 

A map of the Aire and Calder Navigation in 1774 shows numerous 

coal staithes along the rivers as far as the confluence of the 

rivers at Castleford. The Fenton family had been associated with 

mining in the seventeenth centuryo and after 1750 they were mining 

pits close to the river beyond Hunslet. The Fentons were also 

concerned in the colliery at Rothwell, where one of the first pumping 

engines to be installed in the West Riding was used at the Carr Lane 

pit. 
2 The output of coal was probably increasing at Oulton, part of 

the manor of Rothwello where James Milnes a Wakefield merchant pur- 

chased an estate in 1765. At Roids Green there was a colliery be- 

longing to Sir William Lowther of Swillington, whose family had 

1. Rimmerg'Middletont, P. 44. 

2. J. Batty, History of Rothwell (1877)tP. 173. Between Bell Hill and 
Hunslet was a large colliery which belonged to the Duke of 
Norfolk and which was leased by William and Thomas Fenton. The 

Fentons were rivals of Charles Brandling in the coal trade of 
Leeds and its environs. When the Middleton waggonway was first 

proposed, the Fentons and John Wilks, another local coal trader 

offered house delivery of coal at 6d a corf -a reduction of 15 

per cent - with a seventy years contract if required. 
? 24 
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negotiated terms from the original Aire and Calder promoters for 
1 

sending coal dovinstreaml* *, which were favourable to thensolvos. 

Several of the river valley coal proprietors and their agents 

played significant roles in the development of a local pottery 

industry. Soon after the construction of the Middleton waggonwayt 

a partnership was formed between Richard Humble, Joshua Green and 

John Green to produce pottery in Leeds, a factory for that purpose 

being constructed near the now coalway, Richard Humble originated 

from Tyneside and was employed by Charles Brandling to manage the 

Middleton colliery. Besides his interests in mining and pottery, 

Humble ventured on his own account in brewing and ironfounding, 

Joshua Green of Middleton was a sub-contractor at Brandling's 

collieryl having engaged to carry coal along the waggonway to Hunslet 

staith. John Green was a potter from Hunslet. By 1772 the new 

pottery was using 2,600 tons of coal a yeart rising to some 3,600 

tons in 1780. The cream-ware was disposed of in both home and 

foreign markets. 
2 

William and Thomas Fenton probably founded the Rothwell pottery 

in the hope of sharing the success of the so-called 'Leeds Potteryt 

established by Humble and his partners, In 1768, the old glasshouse 

at Rothwell was converted into a pottery. Six years later, the 

Fenton family secured the services of Samuel-Shaw a Staffordshire 

potter who made cream colour, red, yellow and painted wares. , 

1. ACN 4/119/1. 
2. Rimmer, 'Middleton's p. 50- 
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Although the Pothwell'pottery continued to -ý)roduce earthentare until 

18 02 it was never a great succese commercially. 

TRADE AND TRANSPORT IN M; LOIVIER MMARK: VALLEY IN THS PRE-CANAL AGE 

The defects of the west Yorkshire waterwaya-prompted a number of 

Leeds merchants-to send their goods'ten miles by land, to Tadcaster, 

the, old port on the Wharfe, for shipment to Hull. - Although it was 

conceded by these traders that the Tadcaster route was neither nore 

expeditious-nor cheaper than the Aire and'Calder Navigation, it Tias 

nevertheless maintained that there were fevier mills on the Wharfe, a 

river which had not fallen under the control of statutory propriotorc 

or their lessees. 2 Naturally, Tadcaster had continued to serve many 

of-the communities of Wharfedale as the nearest inland port. 

The fifth and sixth decades of the eightoonth century naw the 

establishment of several turnpike trusts which wore designed partly 

to inprove-the feeder routes to Tadcaster, and partly to improve the 

trans-Pennine routes throuCh Airedale. In 1740y the tradine 

d conciclored the interests of the, cloth producinr districts Ina 

possibility, oT a turnpiko from Leeds to Tadcaster but had dýoppod 
3 

the plan in favour of, the Leeds-Selby routes The Leeds-Tadcaster 

scheme was revived in 1744-5 at the time when a Bill was being 

promoted for the Tadcaster-York, but was not incorporated in the 

1. Rimmer, 'Middleton',, p. 50. Thomas Fenton founded a copper and 
brass works, and carried on mining operations in Cornwall as well 

as Yorkshire, -H. Hamilton, op. cit., p. 168. 

2* H. of C. Journalsq XXVIIIs 134. 

3.14 Geo, II, c-32.726 



resultant Act. 1 It was no, t until 1751 that statutory authority was 

obtained and a start could be made on a turnpike between Leeds and 

Tadcaster. 2 Two years laterg Parliament sanctioned the Tadcaster- 

3 Otley turnpike, and in 1755, an, Act was passed for the improvement 

of the roads between Leeds-Otley-Skipton-Clitheroe-PrectonI theroby 

4 
facilitating trans-Pennine traffic. Tho opportunity to improve 

communications in Wharfedale and Nidderdalo was also provided by the 

Act for the, Wetherby-Knaresborough-Pateley-Grasoineton roads which 

was obtained In 1759.5 The new turnpike routes usually followed 

existing lines of packhorse road and not all of them could be easily 

adapted for wheeled traffic in the Pennines. It must be emphasised 

that many of the new turnpike trusts were not financially sound in 

their early years. 
6 

1.8 Geo. Up c. 16. In December 1744, a meeting was advertised to 

be held. at the King's Arms in Leeds to consider a Bill for the 

road to Tadcaster. Leeds Mercury, 11 December 1744. 

2. Beresford and Jones, P-148. The road from Leeds to Harrogate and 

Ripon was turnpiked as a result of'an Act of 1752,25 Geo. II, c. 58, 

3.26 Geo. II, c. 64. Samuel Popplewell the steward at Gawthorpe 

advised --- Collings: - 'As I told you before you may safely 

advance Z1 t 500 upon, Otley Road'-. ' Harewood MSS. Stewards 

Correspondence (1). 
, 

4.28 Geo. II, c. 60. One aim of this turnpike was to contribute to 

the expansion of the West Ridingto wool tcxtile indu-, try. It was 

also designod to facilitate local dealings in coal'and lime. 

H. of C. Journals, XXVIII 123- 

5.32 Geo. II, c. 71. The, three stretcher of the Wetherby-E'nýirosborough- 

Pateley Bridge-Grassington turnpike, although governed at first 

by one Act, were administered as three cepaxate financial entitics. 

6. Beresford and Jones, P-148. 
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By tho mid eighteenth century, Tadcaster had a trell ostablishod 

reputation as a halting place for pack-horce and staoc-coachl and 

Arthur Young was able to express a very favourable imprer,, sion Of at 

least one of the roads leading to the town. 1 In addition to ito 

role as a road and river centre, Tadcaster had long been noted for 

its ale, a reputation enhanced after the foundine of a new browery 

in 1758.2 

When the Bill to improve the Leeds-Tadcactor road was being, con- 

sidered by Parliament, traders and landowners ucing the Marfo port - 

had raised the question of the improvement of the river, althouah 
3 

nothing came of the proposal. Neverthelesc, it secms that a number 

of the riparian proprietors did enter into an agreenont concorning 

the navigation of the Wharfe during the 1760's, but the full fttailr, 

of the arrangement have tot yet come to light& Ij 

l. -TI-. SpPeight, op-cit-9 P-40. The road from Doncaster to Tadcaster 

had been turnpilced under an Act of 1741 ;- 14 Geo. 11, c. 23. Joccph 

Atkinson, one of the Aire and Calder NaviL; ation leosocs and a 

noted local surveyor was paid by the turnpilke tructccc to supor- 

vise the stretch of road across Brotherton Marsh. 

2. A. Ellis, Yorkshire Magnei(Taduster, 19.5), p. 7. 

3. Healaugh IISOS. He/3? a. 
4. Harewood'MSS. Stewards Correspondence Fur examý)Ieq in May 

1768) it. was noted that: - 'the debts ovring by the Gentlemen of 
the Tadcaster Navigation to Lord Egremont and other persont, at 
Hull are daily called for ,.. let Sir Thomas Wentworth %now 

**. that those Gentlemen are very desirous of RaicinG. thoir 

Quotas to have everything paid of ... t 
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Descriptions of trade by water from Tadcantor to Hull or to 

other ports within the Qmbor-Ouso-Trent watorway cysten carnot bm 

found either in the records of a naviration conpnny, or in municipal 

archives. In the absence of corporate sources, it ic nccenzary to 

revert to estate accounts and lettor books, from which a little of 

the prevailing patterns of trade and trancport can bo glcanrd. 

The building of Harewood house on the Gawthorpe estate of the 

Lascelles family between 1759-1? 71 necessitated the import of con- 

siderable quantities of slate, and of timber and iron from the Baltic, 

The stone for the house was quarried on the estate and lead wnc 

brought by land from Wharfedale smelting mills. 
3. The princinal 

timber merchants at Hull from whom John Carr contracted deals, Aga 

timber and Danzig pipe staves included Georce Holden, Samuel Skotchlej 

William Jolliffo2 Edward Nixon, Robert Fretwell, and the rartnorwhips 

of Thorley and King, Haworth and Stevenson, and Jones and Osborne. 

Burden Wells of Gainsborough suppliod snall minntities of oquare fir 

timber which he imported from RiSa to 1jull. Soveral of 1; hc mr-, r- 

chants also dealt in iron and slate. 

Timber, iron and Glate were keeled at Hull and ocnt by rptor to 

Tadcasters although the numbor of vessels actually cm-ploynd was no'ver I 

nore than half a dozen. 2 To find additional. vessels suitable for 

1. The Harewood estate with Gawthorpe as the house on it was bought 

by Henry Lascelles, a wealthy man whose money came from the rillbon 
trade and the collecting of customs in Barbados. His son beenn 

the new house in 1759 and finally demolished Gawthorpe in 1771. 

The plans for the new house were by John Carr. N. Pevsner, York- 

shire: The West Riding (1959), P. 245. 

2. Harewood ITSS. Stewards Correspondence (1-5). 
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tho river Wharfe was not easy, those used on the Ouse drawing a 

greater depth of water so that lightening would be necessary in order 

to get up to Tadcaster. In September 1763, several Hull timber 

merchants were anxious to avoid the payment of demurrage and 

requested Edmund Knipe a Tadcaster raff dealer to send down as many 

keels as possible to the Humber port. Knipe advicod the steward 

at Gawthorpe: - 

before I got Yours had dispatched all the Vessells in my 

Power ... last post I had a letter from George Holden wherein he 

says before he even knew the Ship was arrived her days of laying was 

out that all is in Sad Confusion at Hull and he is forced to hire 

Vessells there at a very high Rate to save demurage. Now I sent 

Vessells of Our Own and from Selby that I thought would have Cleared 

with Ease in the Time mentioned but as it happens he's Obliged to 

take on Others not only at an Extra Expence but I fear some of the 

Vessells 1 11 
sent will be disappointed of Loading 

Although there was regular water communication between Tadcaster 

and Hull, trade to the Wharfe port from other river ports of the 

region was not well developed. Thus, when George Hopwood of Thorne 

was arranging to send a small quantitY of oak boards to Gawthorpep 

he advised that: - 

must send them to warfes mouth by a York keel for I cannot 
2 

get a Keel to come up with so small a Quantity to Tadcaster. ' 

1. Hareivood IASS. Stewards Correspondence W- 

2. Harewood MSS. Stewards Correspondence 
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when a parcel of twenty to , ns of slate was forwarded by water from 

Hull to Knottingley by mistakes Edmund Knipe the Tadcaster wharfineer 

advised the steward at Gawthorpe: - 

'Will forward to Knottingley as fast as possible but as I've only 

one Vessell that can go throw those locks it will be caturday or 

Monday before she will be there to take it on board. ' 

The Harewood correspondence provides brief references to come of 

the traders at Tadcaster who dispatched goods to the Gawthorpe 

estate by land carriage. Dealings with Francis Iles, a Tadcacter 

iron and timber merchant indicates a rise in the prices of these 

commodities during the Seven Years War. The discount allowed for 

large parcels of iron was explained to the Gawthorpe steward: - 

'its a rule in Trade to make a person that takes 5 tons and upward 

the same aba tement as if he to ok 100 tons and is allways 10s per ton 

lower to such than any that take a smaller quantity. ' 

In 1755, the best Gothenburg iron was selling at Hull at C17 per 

ton; by 1760 it-was again Z18 per-ton; it fell to r, 17 Us per ton 

in 1761; but rose again. to. -U7., 17. a 6d in 1762, Small. quantities 

of iron were obtained from,,. Wortley iron works, and wire from the 

Swillington works of WilliamlEveral. 

In addition to woollen cloth and, leads a variety of goods were 

shipped down the river Wharfb for Hull. The Harewood correspondence 

indicates the use of the waterway for the carriage of a variety of 

1. Harewood MSS. Stewards Correspondence (5). 

2. loc. cit, 
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domestic articles as the first stage in theirýconveyance to London. 

Small quantities of rape were also sent by water-from Tadcaster to 
I 

Hull, the freight amounting to 6A per quarter, In returno. the firm 

of, Joseph Pease and partners sent, casks of white paint to, 
1the 

Gaw- 

thorpe estate. 
2 

, 
The number of vessels regularly engaged in trade between Hull 

and Tadcaster was small. In 1768, the customs officers at the 

Humber port calculated that six vessels -a total tonnage of 180 

tons and employing 18 men - used the Wharfe-Ouse-Humber axis*3 This 

estimate seems to confirm the impression given by the Harewood 

correspondence. Although a number of Leeds merchants used the 

Wharfe routep it was a poor substitute-for the Aire and Calder 

Navigation, By 17709 the west Yorkshire cloth districts were once 

again looking to the Ouse ports for an outlet. To developments in 

the communities of the Vale of York, and the efforts to improve land 

and water communications there, vie must now turn. 

TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE VALE OF YORK IN THE PRE-CANAL, AGE 

Improvements in land and water communications in the Vale of 

York and Teesdale show some similarities to the timing and nature 

of development in other parts of the Humber-Ouse-Trent region-, 

After the defeat of Ellison's proposals to extend river navigation 

1. Between 1-7-56-63s. about twenty coasting vessels are nentioned in 

the Harewood correspondence as being concerned in the carriage 

of goods for the Lascelles family. 

2. Harewood MSS. Stewards Correspondence (1-5). 

3. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R. 61/22/1. 
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above Milby in the 1730'st interest in the following two decades 

seems to have been focused on the promotion of turnpikes. ' Only 

after 1760 were serious attempts revived to improve and extend 

navigation. Chronologically therefore,, it will be appropriate to 

consider the principal road Acts before'turninG to an analysis of 

the river schemes and a description of the'pattbrns of trade of 

the inland ports on the eve of the canal age. 

Between 1740-1763, more than twenty Acts were passed to sanction 

road improvements in the Vale of York and Tees valley, either autho- 

rising the establishment of turnpike trusts, or renewing and 

increasing their statutory powers. These Road Acts may be broadly 

classified in four categories according to their principal function: 

firstly, a number of trusts were concerned with the improvement of 

stretches of the Great North Road; secondly, were the trusts which 

were designed primarily to ameliorate the trans-Pennine link routes; 

thirdly, several trusts were established to link market towns with 

roads which had already been turnpiked; finally, were those trusts 

which ivere designed to improve the feeder routes to the river or 

estuarine ports. It must be emphasised however that a number of 

trusts seem to have served a dual purposeo for example by improving 

a feeder route an effective alternative might be provided to a 

stretch of the Great North Road. 

In addition to providing an important artcry for communication 

1. Sunra, 
_pp. 733 



between parishes and townships in Yorkshire, the Great North Road 

was the principal north-south land axis, and was thus of more than 

regional importance. By 1740, many trusts had already been estab- 

lished to improve stretches of the road south of Doncasterg and the 

fifth decade of the century was to witness the turnpiking of the 

Yorkshire sections of the road. In January 1741, Sir John Ramoden 

reported from a House of Commons committee which had been appointed 

to examine the allegations of a petition from the J. P. 1s in the 

West Ridingjthat the roads, from Doncaster to-York and from Ferry- 

bridge to Boroughbridge could not be adequately maintained under 

existing statutory provisions. William Dickenson, the surveyor had 

informed the committee that the road between Doncaster and York was 

in a ruinous condition because of the heavy loads carried, together 

with the large numbers of cattle which were driven southwards for 

the London market each year. 'Witnesses also affirmed that the 

road between Ferrybridge and Boroughbridge - which included eight 

miles of the post road north of Wetherby - was urgently in need of 

repair: - 

'so dangerous to travellers in coaches that they are obliged to go 

several Miles abouto although the Statute work was performed, ' 

Having heard the report, it was agreed that a Bill should be brought 

in to repair the roads, 
1 

Doubts concerning the proposed Bill arose on two principal 

counts$ namely, whether the administration of the Doncaster-York 

road should be the charge of separate divisions with distinct groups 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIII, 593. 
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of trustees, and whether the location of the r-e'quisit6 turnpike 

gates should be specified in the Act. Edward' Thompson Ono of the 

M. P. 's for York was urged by local landowners to promote the 

inclusion within the Bill of a separate list of trustees for the 

Ainsty of Yorls: - 

'as it is a separate Divisiong and always has been so, as in the 

Land Tax. t 

It was hoped that, if the Ainsty was kept separate, the triistoos for 

that division would have full powers to undertalce repairs on the 

stretch of road in the environs of York. It was also connider(,. d to 

be in the best interests of the Ainsty laýdoim'ers to have the location 

of the turnpikes fixed by the t'erns of the Act. The Yojýk Y. P. 'irms 

urged to take into consideration that: - 

'if the Trustees are all joynt in one intire Body, Lind no lititation 

of Liberties; then in all noints they of the West will n1ray, c 

outvote the Ainsty, vrill order when, ý,, rhere and in what mannor 

Repairs shall be doneý will take all the money raised in the Ainsty 

LyPr, iniýý, hcd till to re-)a--'-r their Roads t an-, le,?. ve ti-le A-Inst -, 
-,, rt 

the last, for perhaps twon-ty y: ýars ... whereas if the A4, r)., -, Ivy is 

kept under the Direction of its Own Trustocs may and cr, rtali., iy 

do its oTn part of the Roads to be open a6ain in four or five years 

at farthest. t 2 

There was also apprehension that the trustees might fi:: a toll Cate 

1. Heale-uSh MSS. He/3? a. 

2. loc. cit, 
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betvi6en the bridge and'the market cross in Tadcasterg' thereby im- 

posing-an additional burden on traffic between the west Yorkohire 

towns and York, although such traffic used the Doncaster road for 

less than-one hundred yards of its length. It was argued that the 

affixing of a-toll bar in Tadcaster would have repercussions on the 

trade in coal and lime brought, from townships in the Aire and Calder 

valleys-to-York,, in return for which agricultural produce, was marketed 

in the'erowing townships in tlie-cloth producing-districts. ', 

Having apprised the M. P. 's of York of their reservations con- 

cerning the proposed Bill, the landed proprietorsýof-the. Ainsty set 

down the stipulations they hopeUmight be incorporated into the 

authorising Act. f -Thus it was argued that if toll barsýwere set up 

at or hear Doncaster and Ferrybridge under the direction of trustees 

in the West Riding, and if a third gate was located at, or noar 

Streethouses under'the direction of trustees in the Ainstyt and 

provided the, sums raised, were used-for the ropair of the respective 

stretches'of road: - ," -1 1 11 

'this would-sufficiently raise, as much in each District-as would 

answer the end designed-* 

'It seems that, the Ainsty interests met with a considerable 

degree of success, for in the Act which was passed in-1741s, the 

statutory limit, of, -the'turnpike, was-6tipulated to be at the south 

side of Tadcas . te Ir. cross, - The Act to rI epair - the r- oads from Doncaster 

Healaugh 
- 
MSS- He/37a. It wasargued by the Ainsty interests that 

the London waggons and wool carriages should pay high tolls- 

'because they more than anything cut and brealt up the roads. ' 
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to Tadcaster and from Ferrybridge to Boroughbridee also included a 

number of toll exemptions, as a result of which the trustees were 

deprived of sources of revenue which alone would enable effective 

improvements to be carried out. Thus it was stipulated that all 

carts', and other wheeled vehicles carrying coal and line on any part 

of the road between Ferrybridge and Boroughbridge were to be exempt 

from the payment of tolls between 1 May and 30 October, and would be 

subject to only one quarter of the tolls on other Coods betwoen 30 

October and 1 May, 

Although some progress seems to have been made in the improvoý- 

ment of the Ferrybridge-Boroughbridge road in the following decade, 

the trustees were soon aware that additional powers were nocessary, 

By 1753, the trustees had borrowed L3,800 on the credit of tolls 

which amounted to about 9400 per annum, but were convinced that it 

would not be possible to improve the road to a satisfactory condition 

until the exemptions written into the authorising Act had been re- 

moved. The allegations of the trustees were confirmed in the 

evidence given by Thomas Oastler the surveyor of the road to a House 

of Commons committee, which had been appointed to consider a 

petition requesting leave to bring in a renewal Bill with additional 

powers. 
2 Following the report of the committee, the House instructed 

the legal agents drafting the renewal Bill: - 

1.14 Geo. II, c. 28. 

2. H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 660. Oastler informed the committee that 

6,000 wagons laden with coal and lime used the road each year 

causing much damage but paying either no toll at all or minimum 
rates. 737 



Ithat they do make Provision in the said Bill, for the s ubjecting 

of Lime to the Payment of the Duties to be laid by the said, Bill. I 

There are a number of similarities to the experiences of the 

Ferrybridge-Boroughbridge trustees in the promotion, of improvement 

Bills for the more northerly stretches of the Great'North Road and 

in the prescribed limits of their statutory powers. In'Docember 

1742, a petition was presented to the House of Commonsýfrom the North 

Riding magistrates concerned at the condition of the roads betwoon 

Boroughbridge and Northallertong and between Boroughbridge and 
2 Piercebridge via Catterick. Both of the north-couth routes crossed 

feeder routes for the estuarine ports on the Tees, whose, , merchant 

communities were anxious that the commodities in which thoy dealt 

should not become subject to the payment ofroad tolls. A-petition 

from the commercial community at Yarm urged the House to consider 

that the roads from Boroughbridge-Northallerton and Boroughbridge- 

Piercebridge lay between the Tees port and market towns in Swaledale 

and Wencleydale with which important trading links had bean estab- 

lished: - 

'great Quantities of Lead, Butter-firkinsq Cornt Tallow, and othe Ir 

Commodities, which are there broughtp and shipped for Londonp, and 

other Places, are almost daily brought to Yarm ... by Land- 

carriage, from the several inland Market Towns of Richmondo Bodalll 
1. H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 699. Oastler had also, alleged that the 

trustees had insufficient powers to enforce the statute work of 
the parishes, and estimated that an additional r. 1,860 was needed. 

2. H. of C. 
_Lournals, 

XXIV, 349. 
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Middlehamo Masham, Askriggl Reeth, and Hawes ... and likewise 

great Quantities of Grocery Waresp Flaxq Iron, Tar, Timberl Fir 

Deals, Salt, and other goods are sent by Land-Carriage from Yarm 

to the ... Seven Several Market-towns ... 

As in many of the early turnpike Bills, it was finally agreed that 

coal should be exempt from the payment of toll in certain months 

and should be rated exceptionally low at other times of the year.? - 

Within two years the trustees of the Boroughbridee-Northallorton- 

Darlington-Durham road had borrowed C6,600 at five per cent interest 

on the credit of tolls which produced - on average -a total of 

*18 12s a year. It was conceded however that the road between 

Northallerton-Darlington was still bad, occasioned largely by the 

many coal carriages - about 400 in the summer months - which passed 
3 

through Northallerton. In 1749, the trustees of the Boroughbridge- 

Piercebridge turnpike petitioned for a renewal Act which would Give 

them additional powerss in particular that the exemptions in the 

authorising Act should be waived. It seems that about C4,000 had 

been borrowed by the trustees on the credit of tolls which amounted' 

to about L400 per annum, but which was insufficient to pay interest 

4 
and to maintain a road over thirty miles in length. Petitions 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXIV, 394. 

2.16 Geo. II, c. 7. 

3. H. of C. journalsq XXIVI 817. 

4. H. of C. Journals, XXV, 755. The authorising Act of 1743 had 

included the proviso that carts and horses carrying coal should 

be exempt from toll between 1 May and 30 October in each year, 

and should be rated at only one quarter of the toll for other 

goods at other times, 739 



against the proposed Bill were presented on-behalf of the J. P. In 

of the North Riding who were anxious to prevent additional tolls, 

The Tees ports of Yarm and Stockton not merely maintained a 

wary surveillance of the turnpike trusts which had been authorisod 

to improve'stretches of the north-south routes, they vere also 

anxious to improve the feeder routes which tapped the agricultural 

and mining hinterlands of the North Riding and county'Durhame 'in 

1747, two Bills were successfully promoted to'establish turnpike 

trusts, one'to repair the roads between Cat torick-Yarm-Stockton- 

Sedgefield-Durham, the other for the Stockton-Darlington route. 
2 By 

1753, the trustees of the Catterick-Yarm-Stockton-Durho. m road had 

borrowed Z61000 on the credit of tolls which avoraged-between t, 500 

and C600 per annum. Although it was claimod that all but one of 

the 42 miles of road hi-ýd been improvodt additional statutory T)otors 

were deemed requisite 'to maintain an itportzant hirhway to the Toor; 

p'orts: - 

tand is also in many Parts, for a considerable Way toCether, the 

Common Road to several Coal Mines, Coal Pits and Lead V'Inor,. 13 

It seems, that interest payments outstanding amounted to Y2100, and 

that the tolls taken each year_ fell WelV below- the avor--nge expendi- 
4 

ture of Z955 15.2. laid out in interest and repairs. The stretch 
1, H. of C. Journnls, XXV9 791. 

2. Ibidý 264j 267. 

3. H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 717. 

4. Ibid. The application of the trustees of the Cattorick-Yarn- 

Stocl-. ton-Sedgefield-Durhan road for increasod powers followed a 

period of contrový, -rsy in which the magistrates of the North PidinC 

had become i--. )licalvýd. IT. R. Sessions, IX, 218, 

740 



of road between Catterick-Yarm-Stockton constituted by this time 

an important part of a trans-Pennine turnpike route which had been 

authorised in 1751, and was designed to establish: - 

'a much shorter and better Passage for all Sorts of Wheel and Horse 

Carriages which would be of general Service to ... all Traders 

and Inhabitants in and to the ... Ports of Stockton and Lancaster. ' 

Similarly, the Stockton-Darlington-lVinster-Barnard Castle coal road 

constituted the eastern section of the trans-Pennine route via 
2 

Bowes-Stainmoor-Brough which had been turnpiked under an Act of 1743. 

Contemporary travellers were impressed with the appearance of 

the Tees ports on the eve of the canal age, In 1760, the bishop of 

Meath described a visit to the principal Yorkshire port on the 

estuary: - 

'I went four miles to Yarum (by a turnpike road) situated on the 

Tees in Yorkshirej over which river there is a bridge hero of five 

arches. The river forms a peninsula and small vessels come up to 

the town, which consists of a very handsome street, a small town 

1, H. of C. Journals, XXVII 70. At a meeting of the trustees in 

October 1751, it had been ordered that: -1whereas the carriers of 

lead do load and unload the same several times per day to avoid 

tolls ... all carriers of lead shall for the future pay the 

whole tolls payable at the three turnpike gates erected at Low 

Worsall, Mark Stonep and North Cowton on passing through any one 

of them and pass through the other two toll free. ' A number of 

carriers complained to the North Riding J. P. Is who ordered an 

enquiry into the question of the tolls, N. R. Sessions, IX, 218-19. 

2. The road between Stockton-Darlington was turnpiked under an Act 

of 1? 47, and the powers of the trust extended to Winstor and 

Barnard Castle in 1749. 
? 41 



house and some lanes which go from the streets.,, Thoy, have a hand- 

some church of stone almost new built, There is a great market 

and large store houses, the merchants of Stockton buying up goods 

here which are brought even from Cumberland. ' 1 

By the mid-eighteenth century it must have been apparent that Yarm 

had irrevocably lost its position as'the premier Toes port to 

Stockton: - 

I... finely situated and most beautifully laid out, the principal 

street is about fifty yards broad, with a town house and shambles 

in the middlb of, it, and it is a quarter of a mile long. Two 

streets run parallel with it from the east for about two hundred 

yards, and there are three or four streets which lend from it to 

the keys and bank, for there is alkey'at each end; and to the east 

they build ships ... Beyond the church (handsome and well built) 

is a bowling green with, buildines on three sides of it, among which 

is a store-house for giving out of flax to spin, an they have a 

great manufacture of sail cloath, and other coarse cloaths. They 
2 have also an export of corn, butter, bacon and lead. ' 

41 90000 

The improvement of the f; ýcder routec'to the river porto of 

Milby and York was marked by controvercy, a number of the roads 

concerned providing alternatives to stretches of the major northý-'--'- 

1. Pocockefs Journeys,. P-250. 
2. lbidl p. 251. 
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Map 18. Transport Schemes of 
Eastern Yorkshire in. 
the pre-canal age. 
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south routes. 'in the 17401c the only turnýike'road linking York 

and the market, towns of the North Riding was the'one-via Borough- 

bridge, After an abortive attempt to promote a Bill to turnpike 

the York-Northallerton road'in the 1748-9 Parliamentary session, the 
1 

promoters renewed their efforts the following year. ' Richard 

Lancaster, the surveyor of the highways for the parish of Easinewold, 

apprised the House of Commons committee which had boon set up to 

examine the allegations of a number of North'Riding landowners# that 

the route from Noirthallerton to York via Thirsk and Easinewold was 

five miles shorter than the road via Boroughbridge and two miles 

shorter than the road via Helperby. It was proposed that the North- 

allerton-Thirsk-Easingwold, ý-York road-ohould be made five, yards broad 

at the top and eleven or twelve'yards between ditch and ditch, the 

average -cost amountinC to F, 150 per mile. ' It was estimated that a 

toll of 411 per horse would raise L352 annually without taking into 

consideration other forms of traffic: - 

fthat some Persons have calculated : Lt at that Ratel'a Man having 

been set to observe what passengers passed and-repassed at the 

Places where the Toll-bars were proposed'to be'set'up. 12ý 

The major task confronting the promoters of the Northallorton- 

1. On 19 November 1749, Sir William Robinson of Newby was informed 

by his steward that: - I... the last Sessions of parliamt there 

was a petition presented for a turnpike between Northallorton 

and York which was referred to a Committee and'rejected, in 

doing of which Sir Miles Stapylton was said hereto have had a 

principal hand, and in short the clamour in that part of the 

Country was very great against him ... I iTowby Hall MSS. 
_ 

2. H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 640. 
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Thirsk-Easingwold-York turnpike scheme was to convince M. P. ta that 

the improvement of the proposed route would not merely prove bene- 

ficial to the communities through which the road passed, but that 

the improvement of the York-Boroughbridge road would not provide 

an adequate substitute. From the phrasing 6f the report of the 

House of Commons committeep as well as from the correspondence of 

the scheme's opponents, it is clear that the proposal to turnpike 

the Northallerton-Thirsk-Easingwold-Yorlt road was regarded with 

much hostility by interests dependent on the route via BorouShbridge 

for their livelihood. The promoters - principally the inhabitants 

of Easingwold and Thirsk - sought to justify the turnpike for 

reasons which may be classified under seven principal heads. In 

the first place they used the argument which was common to almost 

all the turnpike schemes of the period, namely, that statutory 

labour and parish assessments could never prbvide an effective 

solution to the problem of highway maintenance. For examplep it 

was stated that carriers who were unable to travel from Darlington 

to York via Thirsk, because of the poor state of the road, were 

forced to go via Boroughbridgeg adding'six miles to their journey 

and adding 1-JA per stone to carriage rates to Eacingwold. Secondly, 

it was argued that the turnpike would prove beneficial to all pur- 

chasers or vendors at the five markets weekly and 16 fairs annually 

held at towns along the route and at the city of York. Thirdly, 

the inhabitants of Easingwold and Thirsk antic ipated that coal might 

be more easily supplied to them from the Ouse ports. A reduction 
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in the price'of'coal was a major consideration, the North Riding 

market towns complaining that the commodity had risen from 5-1A or 

6d a bushel to 16d or 18d. Fourthlyp witnesses attested that 

trade would increase between Yarmt Stockton, Stokosley, Giaburn and 

York, where much of the linen manufactured in Cleveland was markotedo 

Fifthlyt it was pointed out that the proposed turnpike would be used 

by those members of the gentry of the North Riding who liked to 

sojourn in Scarborough during the'summer months. In the sixth 

place, it was argued that'travellers coming from Newcastle to York 

would find'the turnpike beneficial. Finally, several witnesses 

testified to the benefits which'were likely to accrue to those 

concerned in the butter trade, Although butter and bacon from the 

Thirsk and Easingwold districts was'sometimos sent by land to Milby 

and then by water to York, it had been found from experience that 

navigation above the city was often delayed or interrupted by frost 

or'drought as a result of which the perishable commodities were 

spoiled. A few witnesses were convinced that land carriage was 

bothýcheaper and more oxpeditious-than water carriage. 
' 

Opponents of the Northallorton-Thirsk-EasinCwold-Yorlc scheme 

were concerned that the improvement of the north-south route would 

divert some traffic away from Boroughbridge. It was noted that 

at least one of the'M. P. Is for the boroughs of Aldborough and 

Boroughbridge was active among the opponents: - 

'as it may robb Burrowbridge of part of their passengers. ' 2 

1, H. of C. Journals, XXVI, 727. 

2. Andrew Wilkinsong M. P. for Boroughbridge was a loading opponent 

of the Northallerton-Thirsk-Easingviold-Yorl-. scheme. Newby Hall 
MSS. 

746 



One, of the arguments put forward by the achomello oppononts was that 

the road from York to Boroughbridget for which turnpike authorization 

had already been obtained, 
1 

might be repaired more cheaply than the 

road via Thirsk and Easingwold. The main tactica amployed. by 

opposing interests were to cast doubt on the validity of the pro- 

moters' petition, and to question the motives of tho surveyor 

responsible for the preliminary work, That tho oppononts wero not 

to be easily satisfied is apparent from the proccodines in tho House 

of Commons, on 27 February 1750s the Bill was road for the cocond 

time and co=itted. On 8 Marchl, the committoo wan openod, and 

when it was reported nearly three weeks later, the oppononts 

endeavoured. to have the Bill re-committed, a motion which wan de- 

feated by 104 voten to 62.2 By thin time the, Billso'scope had boon 
I 

extended to include the road betmon Knarenborough and Greon 

3 Hammerton. For the lead mining industry of Nidderdale and the 

linen industry of the Knaresborough district the-most important 

roads in the eighteenth century were probably those which providod 

feeders to the river ports of Milby and Yorlt, whence lead wan 
4 

exported and where Baltic flax was unloaded, Whothor the mounting 

opposition to the Northallerton-Thirsk-Easingwold-Yorit. Bill, or the 

amendments made in the House of Commons prompt, od tho promoters to 

1.23 Geo. IIj C-38. 
2. H. of C. Journalso XXV, 1018,1038,1090. Tho., petition wac not 

signed by the J. P. 's meeting in Quartor Sessions nor by the Grand 
Jury, although the promoters insisted that the leading lnndowners 

vrere in favour of the scheme. It was suggested that Richard 
Lancaster had carried out the preliminary survby in oxpoctdtion 

of being appointed contractor-surveyor, 

3. ; hi-do p. 1029* 
4. A HistorL_aýdýderdýaj 

led? 4ý. Jennings(Ruddersfiel(i, 1967), P. 198- 



drop the scheme is not clear, but it is certain that the Bill did 

not reach the statute book in that session. - However, a Bill was 

passed authorising the improvement of the Yorh-BorouGhbridgo road. 

In the autumn of 1? 51 efforts viere revivod to'cocure an Act to 

turnpike the Knaresborough-Green Hammerton road, the initiative-for 

which seems to have come from the commercial community at York. 2 

The steward at the, Allerton Mauleverer estate of Lord Galway advised 

his employer: - 

IThe York people are very busy for a turnpike from Hammorton 

to Knaresborough and are proparing, petitions to Parliament for that 

purpose. I believe the thing woud do very well and oblige all our 

neighbours ... 
3 

The inhabitants of Knaresborough and its environs were also confident 

of the benefits of the turnpike: - 

'that it woud be very agreeable to this part of the country and also 

to the Craven people to have a turnpike road to Hammorton. 1 I+ 

On 15 January 1752, petitions were presented to tho House of Commons 

from York and Knaresborough requesting leave to bring in a Bill, 

Progress through Parliament wan delayed when the House of Commons 

agreed that the Bill should be re-committed, 
5 

and the resultant Act 

incorporated a clause that private agreements-already in oxistenco 

should not be made void, 
6 

1.23 Geo. IIs c-38. 
2. Galway MSS. 12210/34. - 
3. loc-cit. 
4. James Collins to Lord Galwayo 17 December 1751. Galway IISS*12210/35- 

5. H. of C. Journals, O XXVI, 437, 

6.25 Geo. II, c-53.748 



In the following session a now Bill was promoted for the improve- 

ment of the Northallerton-Thirsk-Easingiiold-York road$ a petition 

from the North Riding magistrates being presented in the Houne of 

Commons on 22 February 1753- Support came from Cleveland and from 

Stockton where it was hoped that the Bill would also provide for 

1 the improvement of the Thirsk-Topeliffe road. Onco, againg the 

Bill was opposed by interests who were approhnnai'Ve that traffic 

might be diverted from the Boroughbrideo-Northallorton turnpike. 

Opponents of the Bill were less sanguine of their chances of de- 

feating the scheme than on the previous occacion of its promotion: - 

'... sorry to hear that Lord Downets petition for the Easingwold 

turnpike is so well supported ... it will Intirely distress 

Burrowbridge and Wetherby. At the latter place they have no leading 

men in the Town to assist them, or Else I know they have applyod to 

some persons that are Employed by the Duke of Devonshire to re- 

present the injury that it will be to Wetherby if the road should 

be made to York the other way and prevent them both from ever being 

kept in repair. ' 2 

3 The Bill seems to have passed with little opposition', 

The citizens of York were naturally anxious to improve road 

links with the agrarian and mining communities of the Pennine dales. 

For example, in 1756 the Comnon Council instructed the M. P. to for 

the city to support a Bill for repairing the Knareaborough-Ripley- 

1. H. of C. Journals$ XXVIj 714. 

2. Galway IISS. 12210/43. James Collins to Lord Galway, 27 February 

1753. 

3.26 Geo. II, c. 62.749 



Pateley"Bridge roads: - 

'it being thought of advantage to thin city. 11 

Three years laterg a Bill was'passod to improve the Knareaborough- 

Pateley Bridge-17otherby-Spofforth-Graosington roads, tho low tatos 

for coal wagons reflecting the hope-that turnpike projocte would 

a bring cheaper, coal into the area. The civic leadern of York were 

also active'in the promotion of a-Bill to improvo tho road to 

Scarborough* 

.IS"IIIISIIII"IISI 

, By the 1760! s it viao, apparent that tho, turnpike Acts which, had 

been passed to. improve the feeder roads to-the inland and estuarine 

ports had failed to, fulfil the expectations, of their, promoters. 
1, 

One of the main purposes. of the turnpike, truoto was, tho provision 

of-road, surfaces fit. for wheeled traffic which would lead to a 

marked, reduction in transport,,,, costs. Even-whon the turnpike roads 

were kept-in, good repairt not, all of, them-were viell desil; nod for 

wheeled-traffic. The seventh decade. of.. tho eighteenth century 

witnessed. a, revival of. interest in, river navigation and a growing 

concern, in, the promotion of canal schemes. 
4 

Above-York, navigation was already poosible to Linton 'at all 
1. York MSS, House Books, XLIV, 9 February 1756 

2- 32 Geo. II, c. 71. 

3- 25 Ge o. II ,c- 74. 

4. For example, in-December 1766p one nowspaper-, in the region noted 

that: -'It is said that the Improvement of Harbours and the Inland 

Navigations of Great Britain will be one groat objnct of Parlia- 

mentar, y consideration this Session. ' Derby MercurX, 26 Docombor. 
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times of the yearts but Boroughbridge could only be reached when 

there was a 'fresh' in the river, and it seems that the riparian 

proprietors at the former place made capital out of its use for 

transhipment. The prevailing carriage rate between York and Tzipon 

averaged about 10s per ton. 1 The improvement of the river Ouse 

above York, and of its tributaries had long been advocated by 

traders dependent on land carriage routes and by topographers ouch 

as Francis Drake. 2 In 1767, three separate Bills came before 

Parliament to promote navigationg one to make the river Uro navig- 

able to Ripon, another to improve the upper Ouse, a portion of the 

Swale and Bedale Brookp and the third to extend the benefits of 

water transport to Northallerton through the development of the 

Cod Beck, another small tributary of the river Swale. In order to 

extend navigation to Ripon, the promoters of the river Uro scheme 

were advised that certain works would be necessary below the con- 

fluence with the Swale$ thereby arousing the apprehensions of the 

riparian proprietors along the latter river, and encouraging the 

agrarian and lead mining communities in Swaledale in the hope that 

a waterway might be effected to Moreton Bridge. The months which 

preceded the promotion of the Bills in Parliament wore thus largely 

given over to negotiations between the various groups of promoters. 

John Smeaton, who was responsible for tho requisite preliminary 

survey of the proposed waterway to Ripon, reco=ended a lock near 

1. Duckham (1967), P. 67. 

2. Ibid. ? 51 



Lint o n-upo n-Ouse, and another, five to take the navication into the 

town. The engineer estimated-that only r, 3,000 would be needed to 

make the necessary improvements to BorouChbridCo, and that the coat 

of effecting the whole scheme would amount to 910,844, The pro- 

moters of the waterway to Ripon agreed to advance Z11ý1000 on the 

security 
-of 

the tolls but agreed that Intereat on capital chould not 

exceed 5 per cent per annum. It was-anticipatod that prevailing- 

carriage rates could be. reducedý, by at loast, one-third if the naviga- 

tion scheme was carried. out, 
'. Smeaton made use of the previous 

surveys which had been made. by'llilliam Palmer and his partnora in 

1725, and-by Richard Ellison in, 1736.2 

The activity of the Ripon inhabitants prompted the agrarian and 

lead-mining communities in thelmore northerly dales to revive the 

scheme for, the improvement of the river Swalep anxious to obtain 

the benefits, of cheaper carriagep and apprehensive that the Uro. 

scheme might prejudice their own project. In December 1766, 

Leonard Smelt - subsequently one of the leading investors in the. 
-l- 

Swale navigation - described the circumstances which had led to a 

renewal of interest in the project: - 

'... it appearld that about Thirty Years ago the RaviCation of the 

Swale up to Linton had been proposed ... but by the opposition of, 

the Duke of Somerset (as I think) it was given upp the the practic- 

ability of it was not the least doubted. The project remained 

1. H. of C. Journals, XXXI, 192-3. 

2. N. R. A. 0. ZAG-310- 
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dormant till now that the town of Ripon have prepared -a Bill for 

making the Ure Navigable from Milby to thnt place, in ordor to 

effect which, they find it necescary to erect a Lock below the Con- 

fluence of the Swale and Ure. Everyone must coo the Tax which thin 

might lay upon the Navigation of the Swalej should it over be 

Effected, as it would be natural for then to avail thomcolvon of 

such an aid - the only way to prevent such an Obstruction to 

have the two Rivers tohýve'a common property in this Lock common 

to both Nav'igations and to lay no greater tolls, than are necessary 

for each separate Navisation. 1 

Interests concerned in the improvement of the river Swale were 

confident that a profitable waterway could be developod. It was 

argued that large quantitiec'of corn : --ind 
buttor'would be shiT)pod 

downstream, and that those parcels of load from Swaledale and 

Wensleydale which hid previously been sent by land carriago to'Milby 

would be shipped at Bedale or Morton Bridge for Hull. It 

Pptimistically asserted - though with little real foundation - that 

the tonnage of goods carried on the river Swale would amount to four 

times the tonnage likely to be carried on the river Ure. Mien the 

traders and riparian proprietors concerned in the Swale scheme met 

at Thi: rsk on 29 December 1766, it was resolved that application 

should be made to Parliament for leave to bring in a Bill for makinC 

the river navigable to Morton Bridge, and a subscription amountine 

to-Z6, *800 vas agreed. 
3 The, landowners were willing to countenanco 

l. 'Newby Hall MSS. 2307. Leonard Smelt to Frederick Franklande 

2. loc. cit. 
3. loc-cit. 
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a scheme which only thirty years before the riparian proprietors 

had successfully rendered aloortive. No doubt they were now con- 

vinced that cheaper lime and coal were adequate compensation for 

any short term inconvenience which might accompany the extension of 

navigation. 

When the inhabitants of Thirsk and Bodale were apprined of the 

Ure and Swale schemes, they became actively concerned in the posci-, 

bilities of. extending the proposed waterwayo alone, the CodbocIct 

which joined the Swale a little below Topcliffo, and along the 

Lening brook, which joined the Swale a little below Morton Bridge. 

At first it was hoped that a Bill might be promoted which would 

authorize the improvement of the, rivers Uro and Swale, together with 

the Codbeck and Lenine; brook,, ort alternativelyq that agroemont 

could be reached between the various groups of promotors concerninC 

the works which were deemed necescary on the upper Ouce, and in 

particular the lock which Smeaton had proposed should be erected at 

Linton. 2 

One of. the. main points of contention arose over the insistence 

of the traders and other inhabitants of Thirckpthat provision should 

be. made for the improvement of the Codbeck. When a deputation from 

Thirsk attended a meeting at Bedale on 12 January 1767, which had 

been call - ed"t'o- conside'r, pi6posals' for the navigation of tho river 

Swale and Lening bro'ok, they requested that the Codbeck rch(, me might 

be included in the same Bill. However, they viere informed that#*- 

1. Neivby Hall MSS. 2307. 

2. loc. cit. 
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'the Petition for the other two Rivers being already drarin and 

signed, they were too late. t 

The Thirsk traders and landowners were suspicious about the motives 

of the Swale promoterst being convinced there was a design afoot to 

make Topcliffe on Swale the river port or quay from which Thirsk 

and its environs would be served: - 

land that Thirsk is to be for over precluded from having a naviCation. 

The Thirsk interests were particuln-irly aggrieved that Bedalo brook 

had been included in the Swale Bill while another tributary of the 

river had been excluded. The Swale promoters justified the in- 

clusion of Bedale brook on the grounds that the inhabitants of 13odale 

had completed a subscriptiont and above all because the improvement 

of the tributary was essential to the success of tho main ncheme: - 

'open the Intercourse with the Dales for Lead, Corn &c. which must 

be the great support of the Navigation itself down the Stralef and 

could be nowhere secured at so small an expence as along the Beck 

from Bedale. That the being secure of this Trade must be the 

great encouragement to the Subscriptions that the same reasons did 

not hold good in any degree to any of the other Brooks, and that it 

was therefore very absurd that a general should be rejoctod because 

it proved a particular one to the town of Bedale ... 
1. Newby Hall MSS. 2307. S. Butterwick of Thirsk to Vice-Admirnl 

Frankland, 13 January 1767. There may, have been-some foundation 

in the suspicions of-, the Thirsk interests, The steward of Lord 

Egremont, the proprietor, of-much of Topcliffe, three miles from 

Thirsk threatened to withdraw his Subscription if the Codbeck 

- was made part of the Swale plan. 
2.10c. cit. Leonard Smelt to Frederick Frankland. 

? 55 



On 26 January 17679 petitions from Ripon, Northallerton and 

Hullt and from the landed and mining interests of Swaledale were 

presented, to the House of Commons requesting leave to bring in 

Bills to improve the river Uro to Ripont and to improve the river 

Swale between Widdington Ingo and Morton Bridge and Bodale brook 

up to Bedale 'for keels, lightersp boats and other vessels, # 

A petition from the traders of Thirck and other local landowners 

was presented on the same day seeking to include the Codbeck in the 

Swale Bill. ' West Riding interests supported the navigation Billet 

hoping to benefit from, cheaper foodstuffs and an extended market 

for coal and lime. -ý, It seems that Hull wasýpreparod to back any 

venture calculated toýextend itsýhinterland and to incrense its 

ownýtranshipment trade. 2 

- During the-five'weeks when the committee appointed by the Houce 

of Commons examined, the allegations of the various petitions, 

negotiations continued in London between the promoters and, their 

agents. On 6 February, the Archbishop of York, the Earl of 

Holderness and the Earl-of Thomond on behalf of the Swale promoters 

met Sir Fletcher Norton and --- Aislabie for the Uro interests. 

The hasty planningýof the Swale scheme, andýthe persistence of 

inclement, weather had prevented the promoters from taking an oxnct 

up to date survey. ""Although Smeaton had been approached, he had 

not had sufficient time to survey the Swale and its tributarics, 

Nevertheless, it was hoped that sufficient information would be 

10H. of C. Journals, XXXIt 68. 

2. Duckham. (1967), p. 67. 
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available to prevent the Uro promoters from being Granted exclusive 

rights on the stretch of the proposed waterway below the confluenco 

with the Svjale. The Ure promoters were unwilling to postpone their 

Bill, but were anxious to reach an accommodation with the Swale 

interests concerning the proposed lock at Linton: - 

'the only Article in which both the Navigations are combined. 1 

It was thus proposed that the undertakers of the proposed navira- 

tions should share : the cost of constructing, and maintaining Linton 

lock and the profits which would arise thereon. 1 By the and of 

Februaryp matters had been*adjuoted between the various groupa of 

promoters. Henry Stracey the agent for the Swale intereots was 

then able to advise the landowners that: - 

'the whole is amicably settled ... Linton Lock is to be an, inde- 

pendent Lockq and the two Navigations will go on without a rub .1 

On 2 March 1767, the committee's Report was conciderod by the 

House of Commons. Smeaton had informed the committee thatý as a 

result of his survey of the river from Linton to Ilipon, he was 

convinced that navigation below Milby was often obstructod by the 

insufficiency of water in a channel which included many shoals. 

This evidence was confirmed by Thomas Horner who testifiod'that in 

dry seasons there was only twelve or fourteen inches of vater in' 

the river. Robert Wilsont who plied regularly between Milby and 
1. For some weeks the fate of the Ure -and Swale Bills coemed In 

doubt. On 11 February 1767, J. Hewett vrrolte to Sir George Savilo: - 

... Swale and Ure are revived ... both I think must fail. 

Savile MSS. DDSR. 221/100, 

2. Newby Hall MSS. 2307. H. Stracey to Sir William Robinson, 25 
February 1767.757 



York, affirmed that in times of flood he had been able to carry 

coal and lime as high as Topclif fe , but that this was imposciblo at 

all other times. It seems that flat-bottomed vaccols, with iron 

plates fixed under the keel to prevent excessive wear, wore used to 

got over the manyshallows. To effect navigation to Ripon, Smeaton 

proposed to build a lock and dam near, Linton which would provide a 

navigation to Milby at all times of the year, the estimated coat of 

the works on that part of the. waterwayý being Z2,897 10s. The 

cost of the works above Boroughbridge - five locks and a cut nearly 

three miles long, to take thowaterway to Ripon - Smeaton estimated 

at L7,560 6s. He calculated that the cost of making the 

requisite towing paths would amount to . 0,96, to which it would be 

necessary to add C3,000 for the purqhase of 44 acroo of landl and 

C289 15S for contingencies. Smeaton concluded that the proposed 

navigation was unlikely to-prove injurious to the riparian pro- 

pr: Letors: - 

'for that, of all the Rivers he had ever examined, the Ure and 

Swale were the least liable to overflow the Lando, of any he had 

met with. 1 1 

As in the case of the Ure scheme, the rivor Swale and Boda-le 

brook were to-be improved by the use of cuts. It was calculated 

that a navigation of 28 miles between the mouth of the Swale and 

Morton Bridge would reduce the cost of carriage in many places by 

almost one half 0 and in other places by one third, The riparian 

1. H. of C. Journalso XXXIp 192-3- 
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proprietors were likely to find the provision of coal and lime at 

cheaper rates of particular benefit. ' John Grundyq a well known 

engineer- in the field of land drainage octimated that tho works 

required to effect the waterway would amount to about S20,000.2 

Full details of the Codbeck scheme havo not yet come to light, 

but some ill feeling seems to have persisted botweon the Thirsk 

Interests and those landowners and traders who wanted to M. 1,1co Top- 
3 

cliffe on Swale the wharf for Thirsk. 

Although no major economic consequences followed from, tho pansaro 

of the three Acts in 1? 67, the improvement of the river Uro and 

the upper Ouse was Of Some local importance. The Act which the 

Ripon Interests had promoted empowered a number of commissioners - 

with similar functions to turnpike trustees - to make the, river Ure 

navigable from 11ilby. 4 Smeaton was the engineer resDonsiblo for 

the major works on the waterway, which included five locks ond 

three cuts, the lonf,, est of which ran for 2i-, 
-milen on the routh nidn 

1. H. of C. Journals,, XXXIt 192-3- 

2. Duckham (1967), p. 67. 

3. On 26 May 1767, Thomas Martin wrote to another of the Codbeck 

promoters, Ralph Bell of Thirskt and enclosed a 1pooml composed 
to mark the successful promotion of their Bill: - 
By Strict Union my Lads, well remove elry R11.19(Willian Hill) 

That oppose Navigations now we've pass'd our Bill, 

Let little Clough's envy$ Our Craft, as they sail, 
Yet our Streamers shall play, and Ourselves well rogalet 

Navigationts our Theme, 

River Cod is our Stream, 

That will brine us the Rendl, 

Steady Boys Steady. 

4.7 Geo. III, c-93.759 



of Ripon. The Act sanctioned the commissionors to chargo tolls 

Of UP to 3s a ton for goneral merchandise, ls 6d a ton for bricks 

and stone, and is 6d a chaldron for coal and lime. It scomc that 

the maximum dimensions of the boats were 58 feet in length, 14 feet 

10 inches in vridth and 4 feet 9 inches in draught, I Some yearn 

after the watemlay had been openedl it was rocordod that tho vemsoln 

in use were of about 30 tons burthen. 2 Linton lock was orocted'and 

maintained by a large and unwieldy body Of commicsioners, ' 

By the early 1770's, the navigation had been completod to Ripon. 

In May 1774, Roger Beckwith the clerls and treasurer of the waterway 

advised Thomas Aislabie of Studley Royal that: - 

'our navigation indeed has of late begun to wear a more fnvourable 

asýect than ever ... more than 600 chalders of coals have been 

imported at Ripon within the month past (chiefly for lime) and that 

trade greatly increasing ... 
3 

In addition to coal and lime, manures and manufactured goode ronchod 

the upland districts more cheaply. Baltic flax unloaded at 

Boroughbridgeg which was able to function for many years ac the 

river port for Knaresborough's linen industry. By the 1770's it 

was easier to transport Pennine lead and the mines of Nidderdale 

gained some advantage from the inprovemont of the river Urc. Corn,., 

and sand were also sent downstreamp whilc York Cained clirhtly 
Lý -III 

through increased toll revenue, From the start the Ouse truntons 
1. B. Jennings, op. cit-p P-199. 

2. Tuke, p. 24. 

3. Vyner MSS. C. 29/F/10. 

4. Duckham (1967), p. 67. 
? 6o 



had maintained a careful watch on those groups of promoters Who 

were intbnt, on extending river navigation to Ripon, Morton Bridge 

and Thirsk. 1 Nevertheless$ it seems that the old policy purnuad 

by the city fathers of York to ensure that the city romained the 

head of the Ouse_ as the highest 
_point 

for practical navigntion was 

long dead. 2 

It was soon apparent that the rivor Swale could never be improved 

for any craft larger than somewhat diminutive barges, but, in an 

age of expensive and often unsatisfactory land carri, ago, even 

limited water transport had appeared attractive to the original 

promoters. Although John Grundy was responsible for the entimaten 

for the requisite works on the river Swale and Bodalo brook water- 

way, he did not carry them into execution. John Smyth, who some 

years earlier had built the lock and dam at Naburn, wan appointed 

engineer-manager of the Swale and Bedale brook navigation, although 

he agreed to follow Smeatonts advice if any differences of opinion 

arose. The original estimate fell far short of what wan actually 

requiredg so that, by November 1768, John Raper the clork of the 

navigation was forced to advise investors that an additional sub- 

scription_. of Z10,875 would be required, or 50 per contImoro than 

th6 original-subscription.. Many of the ori-pinnl cubscribors wern 
1. In January 1767, --- Raper waslinstructed by the trustees: - Io 

observe the proceedings of persons concerned in the Nnvigation 

of the Rivers Ure and Swale and to give as early an intelligence 

thereof from time to time to the Trustees as possible and act 

for the safety and security of the naviGation of the Ouse. t 

Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 27 January 1767. 

2. Duckham (1967), p. 68,761 



reluctant to comply, so that the second subscription amounted to 

only Z5,500, only about one half of the sum deemed requisite* 

Table 13. Subscribers to the Swale nnd Bedrdo Brook-Mrivirritionn 

in September 126 9,1 

First Second 
Mrs --- Fothergill 1P200 

--- Morritt 19100 550 
William Hill 19000 
Lionel Smelt 19000 500 
--- Swann 10000 512 10 0 
--- Stapleton 10000 500 
John Clough 10000 
--- Scroope 19000 500 
--- Low (or Law) 19000 
--- Montagu 10000 500 
Sir William Robinson 19000 500 
--- Morley 800 
Ralph Dodsworth 750 375 
Thomas Heddon 500 
John Jackson 500 
Mrs Rockliffe 500 
John Raper 500 P-50 
--- Hardcastle 500 711"? 10 0 
--- Milbanhe 500 
Timothy Mortimer 500 
Miles Stapleton 500 
Edward Clough 500 

Moor 500 
Ilrest & Co. 500 
Steele 500 

Sir Marmadukze Asty Wyvill 500 
Lady Anderzon 500 

--- Hopwood 500 
Ralph Bell 500 
Rev. --- Place 300 Irlo 
--- Wastall 250 

--- Appleby 250 
--- Butler 600 

Z21t650 S507,00 

By November 1769, many of the invc, storr, in tho oSvittic :,.. nC, TWdaln 

Brook Navigation wore comp lainintr vohomontly about 0 t1o non-attond., ýncp 11 

of many of the co=issionars, opining that: - 

1. Neviby Hall 1135* 2896. Compilod on 30 September 1769. 
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'if more did not appear at the next Moetine, those that had tho 

Interest of the Navigation at Heart woud be obligod to apply to 

Parliament for making the same private Property 11 

Despite a further Act in 1770, which reorganized the propriatorchip 

and provided for further capital, the navigation was ultimately 

abandoned. 
2 Some years later, TuRb recalled that: - 

'An Act was some years since obtained for rondorine the Swnlo navir- 

able as far as Northallerton with a branch up the coa-beck to Thirdt 

and another up Bedale-beck to Bedale but the naviCation nover wns 

completed either for want of money or an unidso expenditure of it., 3 

000000000000*006 

On the stretch of the river Ouso for which statutory powars had 

been obtained in 1727 and 1732, it has boon estimated that something 

of the order of U8,000 or S20,000 was spent in the first thirty 

years after authorizationj but without an end of navirAtional 
4 

difficulties being reached. Although the trustees had contemplated 

the construction of a lock and dam below York as early as 1733, they 

hesitated to take the requisite stops, apprehensive that they had 

not been granted sufficient powers in the improvement Acts. For 

1. Newby Hall IISS. 2308- Sir William Robinson, one of the loading 

subscribers was advised by his steward that: - 'on no more Money 

coud be had on the present footing they thought it woud be best 

to apply to Parliament to impower such Persons as woud undertake 

to compleat the Navigationt to fix the Tonnage, rendering to the 

present Subscribers 5 per cent for their Sovnral Sums advancod 

and taking the overplus to themselves. ' 

2. Duckham. (1967), p. 68. 

3. Tuke, p. 26. 
4. Duckham (1967), P. 66. ? 63 



e.,,., ample', in 1748 'John Smith -a Brightside carpenter who was ros- 

ponsible for a number of navigation works on the river Don - wan 

consulted by the Ouce trustees, but reported that: - 

fas a Lock and dam cannot under the power of the statutor be erected 

therefore the only method left is by dredging and harrowing the 

bottom of the Ouse where shallows are at Upper Acaster, Low Acaster 

and Wallridge! 

Efforts to improve the natural course of týe-river Ouoo by 

vigorous dredging continued until April 1752, when the tructoos 

decided that: - 

'the present work on the Ouso be stopped until the next moetinS of 

the Trustees and that no person be employed it harroviine or any 

other business upon the River or in alterinC the boats or other 

materials belonging to the Trustees until further order, It being 

the opinion of the Trustees that one or moro Lockc ic necersary to 

be erected on sone parts of the River and it is further ordored 

that advertisements be published in the London paporc andtho York 

Courant of the intent of erecting Locks and of takine proposals for 

erecting the same and an estirrite of the exponcO., 
Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 6 August 1748. Following 
Smith's reportj George Wilson was instructod: -Ito gett boatn, 
harrows and dredges in order to begin to harrow and dredge the 

Ouse beginning at' the bottom of Upper Acastor. 1 In the same year, 
'negotiations were entýered into with the participants of Hatfield 

Chace: - 'in an attempt for an Act to straiten the mouth of the 

new River at the joynt expence of the participants -ind the 

trustees the same being so much widenod since the firrt mnking 

thereof as to sriallow greater and grPator quantitys of tho Tidn 

from the Ouse. ' Nothing came of those proposals. 

2. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 30 April 1752 
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What, prompted the trustees to take a firm line on the construction 

of a lock and dam after almost twenty yeara, of vacillation on that 

score is not clear. When John, Smith drort up a plan for a lock at 

Naburn he estimated the, cost at "7,59517l a sum which could not ba 

raised merely from current toll revenue which never exceeded r, 500 

in any one year in the 1750's. At first the trustees considered 

mortgaging the tolls to. raise the requisite money, but eventually 

abandoned the idea in favour of a transferable share subscription 

of C2,500, each Z50 share, being raised upon the security of one- 

eightieth part of the tolls. The effect of the dam and lock at 

Naburno, which were completed in 1757, 
, 
was to raise the water level 

on the York side, of the dam about 4 feet 6 inches, enough to give 

a reliable depth from Naburn up to Ouce Bridgo. Howovor, below 

1 Naburn silting persisted, particularly at Acastor Selby. 

The prospect of improved and extended waterways above York 

prompted the Ouse Navigation trustees to renow their efforts at 

tightening up the collection of tonnage duos. Cortainlyq tho 

avoidance of navigation tolls was no new problem. Vesooln were 

not properly checked, while some of the craft unloading between 

'Wharfe mouth and York were missed altogether. 
2A 

major difficulty 

arose from the reluctance of keelmasters to dolivor accurate bills 

1. Duckham (1967), p. 69. 

2. In 1766, the trustees decided that the lock at Naburn should be 

a 'check-point' and instructed John Vickers, the lock-koopcr: - 
'to take account of'all vessels which pass Naburn Lock or load 

or unload between York andýVlharfels mouth and do transmitt the 

same weekly or oftener, to John Richardson colloctor of tonnage 

duties., Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 26 August 1766, 
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of lading. 1 In April 1767$ a committee appointed to consider the 

whole question of river tolls reported that: - 

'there are many omissions in the Books of tonnage accounts for wnnt 

of a proper person to minute down the vessels which pnns ,.. lock, 

or which load or unload above the mouth of the Wharf, without 

touching the place where the lock keeper attends ... tonnage duos 

frequently uncollected especially the dues for rape seed, timber 

and other commodities not usually landed at York. The method of 

auditing the Crane Keeper's accounts is dofectivo and unsatisfactory 

for want of vouchers and there is no possibility of adjusting 

accounts without a Bill of Lading. As the navigation will be ex- 

tended upwards thro Swale, Ure &c. those inconveniences must in- 

crease unless a more effective way of noting vonnols pasninr, and 

repassing from Mary-Gate End to the mouth of the River Wharf or nny 

part thereof and a strict method of auditing tonnage accounts in 

pursued. ' 2 

Two months later the trustees modified the collection of river dues, 

by insisting that tolls on goods unloaded betricen the mouth of the 

river Wharfe and Fulford Landing should be paid at Naburn and 

remitted at least once a fortnight to John Richardson the collector 

3 
at York. This did not prove any more satisfactory, it boing 

reported in August 1? 68 that: - 

lexclusive, of the last audit, more omissions ware discoverod thnn 

1. In August 1766, Robert 'Wilson, the leading keelmanter at Milby 

was threatened with prosecution unless he prosonted a bill of 

lading with each cargo. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees. 

2. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 15 April 1767. 

3, Duckham (1967), p. 69.766 



had been noted in any prior quarterly account. fl 

Early in the following year, the trustees traro again contemplating 

legal action against such masters and ov., norn of keels who wero 

evading the payment of tolls, and, at the came time docidod that in 

future one-third of the dues should be collected at Naburn lock and 

the remaining two-thirds at the Crane in York, 2 In 1770, the 

trustees prepared the draft of a Bill intended to render the earlier 

authorization Acts more effective and -to define more clocely tho 

legal powers of the trustees. Improved arraneemento for the 

collection of tolls formed one item of the propoced Bill, which ras 
3 

not in fact promoted* 

(xl)THE RIVER PORTS IN THE VALE OF YORK IN TIM PRE-CANAL AGE 

From what has already been written concorninZ tho difficultios, 

in the collection of the Ouse NaviCation tolls, it rould obviously 

be rash to draw too many conclusions concerning the volume of trade 

on the vraterviay from the extant annual revenuo returns. 

-t--f 
Oune ITavi ation Toll Povenua. Table 14. Mean QuLnqqqnnia 

4 
L1 Returns o 

It a* 
1739-43 423 10 9 
1744-49 (1748 not extant) 446 10 7 
1750-54 440 9 11 
1755-59 439 12 2 
1760-64 529 4 11 

Even when allowance is made for toll evasiong a numbor of factors 

1. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trusteee 3 August 1768. 

2. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 8 March 1769, 

3. Duckham (1967), p. 69. 

4. Ouse Navigation ILSS. M. 6. 
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combine to suggest that the rate of commercial Crowth in the Vale 

of York in the middle decades of the eighteenth century ras very 

slow. It has already been noted that the rovonue rnised from river 

dues on butter sent down the Ouse constituted a hiCh proportion of 

total toll receipts by the late-1730's. 1 DurinC the War of the 

Austrian Successionýthere seems to have been a temporary dialocition 

in the butter trade, 2 
while outbreaks of distemper among cattle in 

the 17501s decreased commercial activity in dairy producto, 
3 The 

main factor in the stagnation of commerce in the Vale of York was 

probably the absence of any mark6d population increase. For oxample, 

it seems that the population of the city remainod at about l2jOOO 

for the first sixty years of the eighteenth contury. 
4 

Although the rate of commercial growth wan slow, thn number of 

vessels employed on the river Ouse was not inconcidorable. In 1768, 

the customs officers at Hull calculated that 5,0 Itools, cand Cloops - 

a total burthen of 1,600 tons and employing 110 mon - rogularly 

operating between York and the Humber port. 
5 It must be oriphamtirse-d 

that this total probably does not include oithor those vesnols 

which traded regularly between York and thýý othor inl, 7nd ýqorts of 

1. Supra, P-570- - 
2. Healaugh MSS. He/37a. In I-larch 1746, Stamp Brookaban'k of loalnur ,h 

rrrote to Thomas March: -1 ... I hope thin, -,, -1 vii. 11. il(-nO, -, c. tu trndo 

es1pecially if the Embargo on the butter ,, -4nd chooro i, - off 

which there is expectation of) application having boon rndo to 

t-he King and Councill 

3. V. C. H. York, p. 221, 

4. Ibidj, p. 212. 
5. Wentworth Woodhouse I-ISS. R. 61/22/1. 
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the Humber-Ouce -Trent waterway systomg nor does it taho into -account 

the much smaller number of vessels which continued to cail from 

York to London. 

The number of vessels ovined by traders in York and oneaf; inr in 

intra-regional commerce in grain and butter to Leeds, Walceficldt 

Thorne, Doncastert Aldwark and Tinsley, whence coal, lima, stone 

and slate wereloadedt is a matter of conjecture, By 1772P the West 

Riding was said to be the chief source of York's coal supply, and 

the importance of this trado led the city corporation to support 

several projects for improving the waterways of west and south York- 

shire. 
1 Nevertholessl the greater proportion of the vessels 

engaged in these branches of intra-regional trade were almont 

certainly owned by traders and shipmastors living at the ports of 

the Aire and Calder and Don waterways. The principal1coolmintern 

and keelor-ners who were accused of toll evasion wero conenrnod in 

the intra-regional trade in coal and lime. For exanplo, in 1761, 

the trustees agreed to accept 40 guineas from Peter Birt of Armin 

- the lessee of the Aire and Calder Navigation and an opulont 

timber and coal merchant - in respect of the non-paymont of Ouco 

tonnage dues for a considerable length of time which amounted to 

972 5s 7d. 2 In 1768, the trustees were apprised that Birt's 

vessels were not being accurately entered in the tonnage books and 

that he was in arrears of 972 10s. The Fenton family, vrho rare 

1. V. C. H. York, p. 223- 

2. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 26 August 1761. 
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important coal and corn merchants and lessees of the Yorkshire 

Derwent navigation were also, indebted to the Ou-co Navigation 

trustees for L59.1 

By the 1760's the number of vessels which traded directly 

between York and London was probably very small, 
2 This is'cortainly 

suggested by the preamble of a scheme promoted in York in 1769, a 

group of traders and merchants - over LýO in number - subscribing 

to the building of a brigantine which would ship goods directly to 

and from London without the necessity of transhipment at Hull. By 

1771, six vessels had been built for thin"new contract', all 

brigantines of which the largest was 110, tons. As a leading autho- 

rity on the Yorkshire Ouse has pointed out: - 

'the re-opening of regular coastal trade from York could scarcely * 

have been achieved without the improvements of the 175010., 3 

The, Ouse Navigation trustees willingly countenanced the new scheme, 

it being agreed that chipmasters concerned in this Now Navigation 

would deliver bills of lading signed by the wharfinger in London 

whenever required. - The trustees noted at 16ant one important 

improvement which was requisite to effect, the proposed undorta-Irina 
1. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees. 3 AUCýst 1798. 
2. In March 1769, three months before the launching of the York 

Union, the first of the brigantines under the Inew contraettl 
the steward at Newby Hall wrote to Sir William Robinson: - 

I thank you very kindly for the Porter ... but had it been 

sent to Stainton Wharf we shoud have received it much sooner, 
because the York Sloops from that Wharf come directly through 

without calling or changing Bottoms at Hull. t Newby Hall MSS-2309- 
3. 

-Duckham 
(1967), P. 81.770 



successfully: - 

tthe vessels now building for the new trade are of much larger 

burthen, by several Tonsp than what have ýeon 
uced upon the Rivers 

for numbers of years pastq and more difficult of courco to halo up 

and down, Hence the conveyance of them must be groatly retarded 

throl some reaches of the Riverl for want of more power than can be 

provided by manual strength to overcome the resistance of an ebbing 

tide and contrary winds. tl 

As in the case of other river navigations dependent on manpower for 

haling, the advantages of horse haling were coming to be increasingly 

recognised. It is scarcely surprising therefore that statutory 

authorization for horse haling should have constituted one of the 

clauses in the Bill which was contemplated in 1770.2 

The commercial community at York had anticipated three main 

advantages from the Inew contract'. In the firctýplacep it vian 

argued that the shipping of goods directly from York to London 

would lead to a considerable saving in time. Complaints of delay 

at Hull were common, a week often elapsing before transhipment and 

Customs clearance had been completed. Any prospect of reducing 

the time taken in sending butter to London was an obvioun attraction 

to the York traders, who were well aware that-0- 

'The Dairymen within 8 or 10 miles of York eastward, loading to 

Hull are so sensible of it (the time factor)o that in come fickle 

Seasons of the year, they dispose of their butter to Hull factore 

1. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 8 March 1769, 

2. Minute of Ouse Navigation Trustees 25 Juno 1770. 
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at 3s per firkin, more than the York Dealers can afford, by reason 
butter thus shipped from Hull a week earlier than the other, will 

sell as much better in proportion at London 

from York and conveyed via Hull. ' 

Secondly, the butter traders were confident 

considerable saving in freight costs by the 

ment at Hull. It was estimated that this 

of 2d per firkin, of butter, which was about 

than what in chippla 

that there would bo a 

elimination of tranship- 

uould lead to a anving 

equal to the amount 

expended in insurance costs, With a total of 80,000 firkins 

shipped annually from York and its environs to London, it was 

calculated that there would be a total cavinC of about Z700 a year. 

Thirdly, the opportunity to recover losses which reculted from 
I 

damages in shipping seems to have been a powerful argurent for 

those dealers who had been dependent on the common carricra. 
1 

aa00&0000*00,0 600** 

Less information has come to light about the river trade of the 

tiny shipping points on the Ouse below York such as Bishopthorpeq 

Naburnj Stillingfl'eetp Cawood and Wistow. Records relatinC to 

Selby and Howden are also more sparse for the middle decades of the 

eighteenth century than for the latter decades of the seventeenth 

century. 

It has already been noted that at least one Selby wharfingor 

had been astute enough to move his business to Rawcliffo after the 

opening of the Aire and Calder Navigation. Certainly, tho lower 

1. York Courant, 19, January 1769. It was assertod that these 

benefits were already enjoyed by the choesemOngers. 

2. Supra, P-383.772 



Ouse, port,, could., not. maintain, it 0,, position. as. the major tranchipment 

centre, for, the -clothing 
townahips, of, the West Riding which it had 

held before navigation was extended, ý to Leeds and, Wakofiold. One 

object of the Leeds-Selby, turnpike,, for which statutory canction 

had been obtained, in 1741 and 1751, had been to provide an altorn- 

ative, route to the west Yorkshirewatgrway. 
, 

By tho late 17601fý 

many-traders were aviarethat the attempt to provide a viable lnnd 

connection with, the lower Ouse port had failed: - 

. 
'Had the first promoters, of, tho, Leeds-Selby turnpihe, (tho confenced 

original design of which was to malte,, Selby the shippine port for 

Leeds). but-. once conceived. how practicable it was to join Loads and 

Selby by navigable-canal, they, would-(if wiso) soon have chanCod 

the scheme., from a Land, tq a water carriaeeýwhich would not only hsve 

prevented some thousands being, thrown away, upon that turnpiltel but 

would also havetsaved_Leedr, morempney, in a few yearr, than-such a 

canal would cost, be4des brýneing,. in. a, sufficient interoct, and 

being a lasting, an4; ýundoubted security for the money laid out* It 

would-also have-enriched Sel'by., in, more than equal proportion; which 

advantages cannot-be, pecuredýby, any Land Carriage scheme though 

made ever so, complete andperfect, as it is Yrith great reason cup- 

posed it never vill, be. 1 

Such hindsight criticism of the promoters of the Leeds-Solby turn- 

pike must be seen in perspqptive. In the 174010 cor-morcial, and 

transport interests, inthe West Riding - and in most other partc-of 

1. York Courantý 14 February 1769. 
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the country - were thinking-in terms of improved road transport 

and were con'fident that the use of wheeled vehicles inctoad of the 

packhorse mode of conveyance would lead to a marked roduction in 

costs without the inconveniences ýihich attended many of the inlnnd 

waterways. Thirty years laterf a new generation were thinkinr, in 

new terms and on a larger scaleof the ways in which their transport 

problems Might'be solved. 

From what has already been saidl it will be no surprise if vio 

conclude that in the three quarters of a century between the opening 

of the Aire and Calder Navigation and the opening of the Selby canal, 

the lower Ouse port experienced a relative decline in its fortunon. 

On6traveller who visited Selby in this period was Dr. Richard 

Pococke, who noted'that: - 

'they have some trade in building small vessels but the principnl in 

what the-navication brings, and they send out somo flax and a large 

quantity of salmon;, they also manufacture wool and linnon for their 

own use, and many of them are farmers ... To the back of the town 

is a rivlet called Thorp Dam which makes a morass to the vtost. ' 1 

The contract prices of the Selby shipwrights seem to have com- 

pared very favourably with at least one other shipbuilding centro 

in the region. For examplet in 1734 a vessel of 70 tons burthen 

was built at Selby for L195; in the following year .1 vessel of 80 

tons burthen was built at Hull for Z360.2 Vessels built at Selby 

were probably delivered to other ports of the region. The number 

of Selby-owned vessels was almost certainly very small on the eve 

1, Pococke's Journeys, P-173. 
2. Davis (1962), P. 373.774 



of the canal, age., -, In; 1768, the. customs officors at ITull notod 

that only fo4r ýeels ýor sloops -a t9tal burthen of 120 tona and 

employing 12 men - were owned by Selby interests and plied regularly 

to and from the major, Humber port., Naturally thic does not includo 

those vessels which traded to other inland ports in the Humber-Oune- 

Trent waterway system. In addition to flax, an important itam in 

Selby's outward, trade: was timberl'together with bark for tanninC. 2 

on tho Ouce. Below Selby,, ýhere viere a n=ber of shipping pointr 

The development of Armin near, the confluence with the river Airo 

has already been dealt with, and. it has also boon notod that Goolo 

was merely a tiny riverside villaCe in the eighteenth conturyg tho 

major port of the south Yorkshire, navigation beine nevoral miles 

upstream at Thorne. 3 Howeverg it seems that Howden Dyke, Swinefloot, 

Saltfleet, and Whitgift continued to enjoy come trado by water, 

Table 15- Sloops and Keels Trading to and from Hull in 176 

Number of Sloops/Keels Tonnarn Yon 
Howden 2 40 1ý 
Swinefleet 3 60 9 
Saltfleet 4 80 12 
Whitgift 4 80 12 

'M (xfl)TRADE AND TRANSPORT ON TBE YORXSHIRE DERV. TNT ON THE ZVE, Or, TI 

CANAL AGE 

The rate of commercial growth of communities within oany accocn 

of the Yorkshire Derwent was not, marked in the enrly deandns of the 
1. Wentworth Woodhouse MSSR. 61/22/1. 

2. E. R. O. Petre MSS. P/DP/A/194. 

3. Supra, pp. 642-44. 

4. Wentworth Woodhouse HSS. R. 61/22/1. 
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eighteent1h century., Before 1780ýthe navigation does not appear to 

have been much of a commercial asset. From Thomas Wentworth the 

ownership of the waterway descended to his son and Crandson, the 

first and second marquesses of Rockinghamp who leased tho tolls of 

the waterway to the. Fenton family, of Malton, a firm of coal and 

corn merchants who also owned a number of keels, 1 The rent paid by 

the lessees rose slowly at first and amounted to Z500 per annum, in 

the early 17501s. In 17549 an increase in the rent by Z150 per 

annum prompted the lessee, William Fenton to raise freight rates on 

merchandise carried on-the river, notably upon firkina of butter 

and hogsheads. of hams: - 

'the chief Articles on which the trade of that Town (Malton) dependn., 

The butter traders-of London complained to the marquess of Rockingham 

and pointed out the possible repercussions on local patterns of 

commerce: - 

'as it will induce us as well as deter 

at a disadvantage from York. 13 

Despite such, protests the rent for the 

reaching C684 per annum in the years 1 

increase was absorbed by, the lessee or 

although it seems that the rent, of the 

others from Doaline to Malton 

navigation continued to rise, 

767-1777. To what extent the 

was passed on in not clear, 

waterway was much lecs than 
4 

the river trade was worth. 
1. Duckham, 'Yorks. Dervienttp P-48. The Malton ectate, comprising a 

large part of the town and-surrounding countryside was bought by 

Thomas Watson-Wentworth in 1713. 

2. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R. 177/5. 

3. loc-cit. 

4. Duckhams'Yorks. Derwent', P-50. 
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Trade along the- river Dervient may be classed in trio main cate- 

gories. Firstly, there were the keels which were rneularly emnloyf-ýd 

in intra-reeional commerce which carried Srain2 buttor, bacon, malt 

and oat-shilling from Malton or Stamford BridCe to tho ports of the 

Aire and Calder and the Don waterways, whence coal, line, tiloc and 

stone were brought in exchange, together with woollen toxtilon. 

Secondly, a few vessels traded constantly betiveon Malton or Stamford 

Bridge and Hull, carrying down butter and hams which were mainly 

exported to Londons or bringing up a groat variety of Crocery Coods, 

Some vessels did not come up to Malton but stopped at Koxbyt Stam- 

ford Bridge and other places. In 1768, it was recorded that 8 

sloops or keels -a total burthen of 240 tons and omploying 24 mon - 

regularly traded from Malton to Hull, 1A lareer numbor of vonsols 

were probably employed in the intra-regional trade2 although tho 

major proportion would almost certainly belong to intorestn at the 

ports of the Aire and Calder and the Don NaviGations. 

Although the Derwent waterway may not have been a going concern 

before the latter decades of the eighteenth century, it was able to 

serve adequately the agricultural communities of the valley. Five 

fairs were held annually at Malton, one of which - the September 

horse fair - was nationally esteemed. In addition to the fairno 

the weekly market served-the farming community. At leant one 

contemporary agricultural propagandint was doubtful of tho poscible 

effects of canal navigation to Malton: - 

'with two sea -ports in its neighbourhood, nnd qn inlnnd port on its 
1. Wentworth Woodhouse MSS. R. 61/2?, /l. 
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margin, requires no-farther assistance from water carriago. A 

removal of the obstructions of the courses of rivern is wanted here 

rather than more artificial ones. 1 

The improvement of, land carriage routes-, with the inland port of 

York and with, the. seaport of Scarborough had been authorisod by a 

turnpike Act of 1752, 

(xiii)THE; TRADE OF HULL ON'TIM EVE OF THE CANAL AGE 

From the early decades of the eiGhteenth century the trado of 

3 Hull was growing steadily, the pace quickening in the 17301m. By 

the middle of the century, Hull was pressing upon its Modinval 

boundsl presaging a period pk growth which at last overtaxod the 

capacities of the port. Thq extension of water communications 

within the Humber-Ouse-Trent region, the developmont of turnpikost 

and the associated demands of the northern and midland industries 

in the first stage of theirýindustrial revolution set tho Humber 

port out on a phase of expansion comparable to that of Liverpool. 

Through the river network and turnpike Ifeederst the growing 

industrial hinterland was able to export its finished Droducts and 

to import a rising volume of raw materialso food and other goods, 

such commercial patterns enhancing the rolo of Hull an the major 

transhipment port of the region. In 1768, it was calculatod that 

1. W. Marshall, op. cit., I, p. 16. 

2. Supra, p. ? 50. 

3. Davis (1962), P. 39- 
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500 sloops and keels -a total burthen of 15,920 tons and employing 

1,096 men - traded regularly between Hull and the inlandq or lower 

estuarine ports of the Humber-Ouse-Trent region. 

Table 16. An Account of the Sloops and Ke elsTrading from the 

Branches of the River Humber to and from Hull in 1? 68. 

Port No. of Sloops/Keels Tonn, -, i- Fe Men 
Hull 70 2,100 70 
Grimsby 4 80 12 
Patrington 3 60 9 
Beverley 20 600 60 
Malton 8 240 24 
Howden 2 40 4 
Swinefleet 3 60 9 
Saltfleet 4 80 12 
Vlhitgift 4 80 12 
Selby 4 120 12 
York 50 1.6co 110 
Tadcaster 6 180 18 
Knottingley 2 60 4 
Armin 112 3j480 236 
Thorne 150 5,000 350 
Gainsborough 30 1P500 90 
Lincoln 20 400 40 
Brigg 8 240 24 

500 150920 1,096 

It nust be emphasised that these figures, which were prepared 

by the Customs officers at Hullý represent only a fraction of all 

the vessels employed on the waterways and using the inland ports. 

No account is taken of those vessels which 'fed' the inland tran- 

shipment ports and plied between theri and the higher ports and 

heads of navigation. Many vessels were employed almost solely in 

intra-regional trade and it seems unlikely that they, %79re recorded 

at this tire . Finally, a number Of vessels traded directly from 

1. Wentworth Woodhouse IISS. R. 61/22, /l. 
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the major inland ports to London and the outports of the east coast, 

Although the bulk of Hull's trade with its hinterland was con- 

ducted by water carriageg it would be an oversight to completely 

ignore the development of the land routes of the East Riding, In 

the 1740's Hull was the focus of three turnpike schemes designed to 

improve local feeder routes, In 1744, an Act was passed for the 

turnpiking of the road between Hull and Beverleyo the powers of the 

trustees being renewed and enlarged in 1763- 1 In 1745, an Act was 

obtained for repairing the road from the Sacred Gate on the south- 

east of Hedon to the'North Bridge in Hull, the statutory powers 
2- being extended in 1767. Short stretches of the highways from 

Hull westwards to Anlaby and Kirkella were repaired under Acts of 

17453 and 1767.4 1, n, spite of these developmentag Hull remained' 

virtually a cul-de'sac for-land transport, 

By means of the'water -and to ' min tent, of the land - a 'imal ex' 

routes described above, Hull received a wide variety of goods from 

a hinterland which was expanding-and,. radi, cally changing in the. 

character of its economy* Agricultural produce from the East 

Riding and the Vale, -of York, -. in particular butter, corn and hams; 

cheese from Staffordshirej Warwickshire and'Cheshire via the Trent 

and Gainsborough; woollens and worsteds from the West Riding; cotton 

velvets from Lancashire; hosiery from Derbyshirej Nottinghamshire 

4 Geo. III, c. 66. 

2.18 Geo. II, c. 6 and 7 GeO. IIIj C. 71, 
3.18 Geo. II#' C-4. 
4.7 Geo. III, C. 70. 
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and Leicestershire; cutlery, tools, stoves, grates, tinned iron 

plates and other hardware from south YorItchire and Birmingham; 

pottery from Leeds and Staffordshire; lead from Derbshirc and York- 

shire; and coal from the Aire and Calder and Don valleys for Vull'o 

internal consumption: these, and other goods were transhippod in 

growing quantities at the major Humber port. 
' 

The import trade of Hull was largely detornined by the dem,, mds 

of the hinterland communities, American and oriental products 

were obtained by direct correspondence with the London merchantat 

the principal English houses with which the Hull con-munity traded# 

Many goods from Europe and the Baltic also arrived at Hull by way 

of London. Wool for the West Riding industry was obtained partly 

via Hull from a number of the cast coast ports besides London, in 

particular from Grimsby, Yarmouth and King's Lynn. Grain, linseed, 

malt, rape-seed and herrings were also shipped to Hull from the 

East Anglian ports, Much of Hull's coastal trade - both outward 

and inward - was carried out on behalf of the morchants and 
1. V. C. H. Yorks. 'Past Ridin. L, (1969), pp. 174-1787 Exports of troollon 

cloth fluctuated between 100,000 and 2009000 pieces a year in the 

first half of the eighteenth century, ricing, to 307,662 pieces in 

1768,, the chief source of Hull's exports. Cotton velvet exports 

via Hull rose from 20 in 1758 to 8,352 in 1768. Exports of 

woollen hose totalled 4j448 dozen pairs in 1702 and 9,680 dozen 

pairs in 1768. The export of manufactured iron goods rose from 

about one ton in 1702 to 2,267 tons in 1768. Exporta of tinned 

iron plates rose from 3s375 pieces in 1758 to 500,000 in 1? 68. 

Exports of earthenware rose from 15,840 pieces in 1737 to over 

1,500,000 pieces in 1768. The exports of lead and load shot rose 

from about 2,000 tons in the early eighteenth century to 3)244 
tons in 1768. ? 81 



manufacturers of the hinterland. 

The overseas trade of Hull was heavily concentrated on the 

countries of northern Europe and the Baltic, moot of which Soom to 

have imported the, whole range of available goods. A doclino in 

the number of ships clearing from Hull for 5candinavia was offnet 

by an increase in the number of ships sailing to Rucaial-Toland and 

Prussia, Throughout the eightoonth, contury howovorg Garpiany and 

Holland were the principal markets for Hull's ovcrvýofýo oxporta, 

Trade with Francep Flanderss Spains Portugal and Italy %, as, -of lonr4 

inportance. The number of vocuels entering Hull fron A%ior"Icar ro'. 0 

from 6ne in 1728 to 15 in 1772, 

Rau, materials constituted the 8roatost dorund of the Hwuber- 

Ouse-Trent rogion. Iron from Swoden and 11tiw-pia; t. Uý,, bor from llarýý, ny, 

Russizi and Prussia; flax and hemp from Russia; raw Dutch linon yarn 

from Rotterdam, Bremen and Hamburg; anwrow lition and 

spruce canvas from Russiat Germany and Holland; linseed from Danzig; 

tar,. pitch and tobacco from America; and a wide Varioty of woodon 

and metal , Toods from Germany and Holland: thecoland othor t; ooda 

were forwarded, from Hull to the inland portis, for distribution. 

1. Davis (1962), p. 35. 

2. ' V. C. H. Yorks. East Riding (1969)q PP-176-8, Tho toni,, nro of iron 

- imported through Hull rose from 2,35.6 in 170, "! to in 
The import of deals rose from 1,4.99 hundreds 111 170, ' to J-n 

1758. Hemp im2orts rose fron 338 cwt in 1702 to cwt in 

1737; trhile in the same -noriod Hull's flan, in-ports rorn fror. 

1,679 cwt. to 29,758 evit. The in-port of ravi Dutch linn, % yarn 

rose fron 37,544 lb., in 1702 to 839s274 lb. in IT; 9. '-notwt-en 

1742 and 1758 the average annual import of tobacco was over 

400,000 1b. much of which Hull re-exportod to tho Baltic* 
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Some indication of the development of Rull'a inductrial hinter- 

land is provided when the extant statistics of the coal trade are 

considered. In the later seventeenth century many of the communi- 

ties in the Humber-Ouse -Trent reSion had roceived coal from the 

North-East coalfield. Arguments that this intor-reGional trade 

would be ruined if river naviCation was extended in the Yorkehiro 

coalfield were prevalent when the Aire and Calder and Don schemes 

were afoot, In 1728, Hull received 5P500 chaldrons from the North- 

Eastj but the quantity imported from the Tyne and Wear foll grontly 

during the course of the eighteenth century, 
I Inatend, Crovring 

quantities viere obtained from west and south Yorkshiro, By 1768 

the principal inland ports trading to and from Hull were Armin and 

Thorne, the former dealing in the coal and textilen of the Aire 

and Calder valleys9 the latter in the coal . and motal goodo of the 

Don valley*2 It has already been notod that small quantition of 

coal were being shipped from south Yorkshire for London by tho 

1760's to meet the needs of the Rockingham housohold, 3 

The total tonnage of coasting vessela belonging to Hull rona 

from 4,467 tons in 1709 to 59384 in 1723 and to 5004 in 1737. in 

the 1740's there was a decline in Hull's coast. al tonnage which 

stood at 4t950 tons in 1751.4 During the years 1761-67 inclunivo 
1. V. C. H. East Riding, p. 179, 

Supra, P-779. 

Supra, p. 641. 

4. Willan (1938), P- 221- 783 



the ahnual 'average total of Hull'a conctine vocsoln Win 5,548 tons. 

Table 17. An Account of the Coastint7 Vessel's o_f, 
_ 

or bnlonri. nr 

to'Hull from 6 Janunry 17 61 to---2 JAnunrX 1268., ' 

- No. of Shipn T0n ntir, 0 "on 

6 January 1761-5 January 1762 99 4p 894 435 
it 1762- it 1763 105 4t756 435 
It 1763- It 1764 103 50090 465 

1764-' it 1765 116 - C; 9486 498 
1765- 1766 124 5 60760 601'. 
1766- 1767 114 60107, 7, ()5 
1767- 1768 ý106 5#743 ý30- 

During the first half of the eightoenth century, tho tonnaCo 

of coasters 'belonging' to Hull was approxinntcly nqu, -ýj to thnt of 

foreign going, ships. Extant statisticc for 1761-67 incluoive 

indicate that by that time the numbor of Hull'a von-oln enr, 

in foreign trade vas grolviing much more rapidly than tho number of 

coasters. 

Table 18, An Account of the Vossols of, or- bqI-on_rI. nr, to Mill nn(l 

enr, aýýcd in Foreign Trade, 2 

No. of Shirc Tolinn,!! n 'Me) n 
6 January 1761-5 January 1762 55 GP74G -459 

it 1762- it 1763 53 k) I r, -'0 4 10 
1763- 11 1764 58 71 P-ý, G 504 

It 1764 1765 70 "714 

176ý 1766 ?5 
1766 1767 (8 7 

- 1767 1768 80 9 41 

1. lVentviorth Woodhouse IISS. R. 6172271. Port of Hull. An Accowit of 

the Total Number of Ships and Voscels that vtorn of or lbolontrod 

, 
to, this Fort tLeir Tounage and the Numbor of lion from 5 

January 1761 : Oxclusive to the 5 January 1768. ) Inclunivot Accomt-Inr,,, 

each 'Shi'p t'ie Toiinage and Number of 1-ýOn but once In tho Yezvr. 

2. loc. cit. 
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- It- seems that the total tonnage of voccele bolonC. ing to Ifull 

rose gradually from over 7,000 in 1702 to ovor 2OpOOO in 1773i' 

Statistics of the tonnage of all vezsols entering and clearing the 

port also provide some indication of the voluma of ýCoactine and 

foreign tradeq- but no indication of itI3 valuGo 

Table 19. Coastino, and Fore i! rn- r! oin g Shipping rIntoring 'And Clon. rinr'. 

the Port of Hull, 1709_1? 20,2 

Year Coastinr, Shippinr, 
Inwards tons Outwards tons 

1709 
1716 
1723 
1730 
1737 
1744 
1751, 
1758 -,, 1765, 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 

39p438 
37,091 
38,921 
41s300 
42t867 

36 062 
37: 798 
409902 
449239 

, 40,634, 

Forairn-roinr Shirrin 
Inw. ird- tonn Outrrmrctl tonn 

8,090 5t780 
10t565 8o571, 
litOO5 7 050 
12 1 440 s: 168 
190008 9.2,145 
119328 9 11 ý) 7) 
23P598 150794 
20p713 1")027,8 
34pOll 117,9,16, 
31P750 1ý: Olo 
42,006 16t, ->67 40 790 l7o, 107 
40: 631 18,191 
46,475 199795ý 

Although the import trade was larger in volume than outgoinr, trtado, 

consisting largely of raw material's, the export trade ran gro-ator 

in value, being made up of a high proportion of manufacturad goodn. 

Fi I shin g- pa- - rticularly the Aale'fishery - soomn to havo plcynd 

ý-smal: l par't in 'the economy of Hull in the middlo decados of tho 

eighteenth century. Anglo-French hostilitien in Notth AmeriCa in 

the 1750's whence Hull had been, accustomed to inrort whalo oil 

l. - V. C. H. East Ridingg p. 181. 

2. ý 'Ibid, 
p. 180. 
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provided the opportunity for local initiative, which wan rianifoctod 

parti6ularly in the formation of the Hull Whalo Fishery and Company 

which monopolized the trade until American importn wore rocumed in 

1762. Four years later, the whalinC trnde was rovivedt larrely 

under the initiative of Samuel Standidgo. Tho fluctuatinr for-, 

tunes of Halito fishing activities is no doubt refloctad in tho 

extant statistics. 

Table, 20. An Account of the Fishinr Vesnols, r), T. nclcn etc, 

belonginp, to Hull from 1761-68, 

110. of Shil! n Tonnaoo Yen 

6 January 1761-5 Jcinuary 1762 2 656 85 
11 1762- it 1? 63 2 656 (14 
it 1763- it 1? 64 - - - 
to 1764" ff 1765 - 
it 1765- it 1? 66 - - ff 1766- it 1767 1 315 44 
it 1767- it 1768 2 662 82 

The exDansion of Hullts trading activitica in tho cichtconth 

century enhanced the value of property within the walls of the port 

but rendered the haven inadequate. In 1746, Randolf Robmant who 

was anxious to sell his house in Hull advisad hia a8ont of tho 

favourable conditions for such a transaction: - 

I... by what have heard from others of late tho Totrn of Bull' 

increases that they can't find room within the walls towards further 

building, that the price of houses has rose considerablo to what 

1. V. C. H. East Riding, pp. 182-3. 

2. Wentworth Woodhouse msS. R. 61/22/1. 
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they wer6 in former years .& oil .I 

'When Arthur Young visited the port in 1770, he was much impressed 

by its appearance: - 

'Hull Isýa' large, and in general a close-built town, but oome of the 

streets are wide and handsome; all of them, 'down to the narrowoot 

alley, '"excellently paved and perfectly clean; but in winter I sup- 

pose the-latter circumstance not so groat$ although there are 

scavengers publickly appointed for cleaning, thom. The houcon in 

general are well built, and great numbers of them'now, but I oniv 

few large ones. The trade carried on, here is very groatq for a, 

number of the most considerable manufacturing towns in England being 

situated on the rivers that fall into the Humborg are infinitely 

advantageous to the commerce of this place; enabling its morchanto 

to, export largely to most parts of the world, a variety of mnnu- 

factures at the very first hand, ý and the same rivorn which 

bring them these fabricks, likewise give them a vast share of the 

corn trade, and then the return by wine, doalao coals, iron, hompp 

American products ... form together a prodigious traffic. They 

have even entered into the Greenland fishery ... Three largo 

ships, of above 500 tons each, made the voyage this year .*. Thore 

are about 150 sail of ships belonging to Hullp rising from small 

craft to 600 tons. The harbour is small, but vary secure; at its 

entrance from the Humber is a regular fortification, garriconedl 

but of no great strength They reckon in Hull that the number 

of souls is 24,000; but from the size of the town, I have no 

1. E. R. A. 0. Sykes MSSS, DDSY 1011Lý7. 
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conception they can amount to 20,000.1 1 

The Acts of 1559 and 1674 which had exempted Rull alone among 

English ports from the necessity of landing and shipping goods at 

a legal quay were still in force in the middle decades of the 

eighteenth century. The merchants of High Street, whose families 

had long held a virtual monopoly of the coneestod staitha on the 

west bank of the river Hull were anxious to rotain their position. 

It was maintained that there was no space for a legal quay, that 

a few public wharves already existed, and above all that the 

exemptions which the port enjoyed were based on the authority of 

Parliament. On the other hand, it had long boon appnront that 

the existing facilities of the haven could not offoctively handle, 

the ever-growing volume of traffic trnding to nnd from thn Dort. 

After the 174010 complaints by merchants and shirovnnrs bocnn(,, 

increasingly froquentt and the Commissioners, of Cuctotic, who voro 

anxious to prevent G"MUCL-, lingg declared it was abr-ollltcýly 

that legal quays should be extablishnd at Hull. Jv. thol)ý: b t1in 

governr., ient called upon Hull to establish a doclt with a qu: ),; J 

neither Trintity House nor the Corporation - both of vhich rocpiviA 

dues on shipping - would undertako the tork, Hull morcillantr-, 

without staiths in High Street also demandod that quays cýiould bo 

built which were independent of the private proprictorn on tho vost 

bank of the haven. The inland merchants and manufacturorn woro 

very anxious that the inadequacies of the Humber port should be 

rectified. 'In 1? 72, it was proposed that a ntýw ? ort nhould be 

1. Young, I. pp. 175-6. ? 88 



set up at Gainsborougsh so that ships bound to and fro-i tho Tront 

valley could by-pass I-lull'. Opposition fron tho Cu. --Lonz, llou., 3c at 

Hull and the morchant cooii, iunity thorc, roncl,, ýrýýd thirs 

abortive. Howovers thic throat that a port Viould bo t, ý:,,, ao vinewhoro 

was undoubtedly one of thO factors which finril, ly loci -to 'l-no rottlnr, 

up of the Hull Dock Company in, an Act of, 3-774p-t'ho f: Lr: 
-, t o'tktu'L"or-"' 

docl--- corn'rany in Britain. 
3: Thir, war, tho fin.,, I ýxvolo, -, ont of "Ihn 

port on the river Hull. Frora thi. - -tir,,. o Vic port lk,,, arnod 

from the r-I ver Hull whicii incroasin, -, ly m-nWacd t.,, v,, c.,. n: rnct(-: r of an. 

inland waterway* LIAM later docadon of tho el; ht-anth contrrYp 
"t- to 

ýý Hull began to aliGn itself alonG tho Wber, althoulh it van, not 

until 1809 that'theVirst, ucc wac mado of an ortunrInc frontano. 

S"""". IIIIIII 

The controvercy_, cg 
- 
ncernin, ý tho improvomont of tlav 11, avon at 

Hull should be, seen in the broader context of 

By the 1760tc the morcantile and industrial 

Humber, Ouse and Tront basins were bocoming incrrnaingly 

of the prevailing notworl, I of wcro on a 

larC; er scale of the wayn in whica oxiotint- bo 

ovorcono, To viliat ontont thcy wore succconful, o: ýthor in tho 

develo-c).. iont of canal schc: ý'Icr,, or in'the ýO'nf! Actn vi'l. tc% r. Lý6-m with 

existing tranGiort under tcd-ýinss is outsido tac scopo of tlhir, vloel... 

1. V. C. H. East Ridin. Cg p. 185, 

2. Do Boor, 02-cit.,, P-144* 
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* 

EPILOGUE 

Between 1660 and 17709 the overall length of river naviga*tion within 

the Humber-Ouse-Trent region had been extended by more than 150 

miles to a total of over 450 miles of inland waterways. By 17701 

the control of the waterways was largely in the hands of groups of 

undertakers or corporate bodiess with the exception of the Yorkshire 

Derwent and upper Trent navigations. In many instancou, "-day-, to 

day control had been leased out to navigation farmors in return, for 

annual rent payments* Between 1720-709 about 100 Road Acts had" 

been passed to establish turnpike trusts for stretches of road within 

the regiong or to renew the powers of the trustees. t, 

The impetus for improvement had not been felt with'equal forco 

throughout the regiong nor was it uniformly maintained'throughout 

the whole period. The thirty yearn after the Reatorationhad"' 

witnessed a number of locational and structural changed, within the 

region's economyt butp with the exception of the Derbyshire Derwent 

scheme, wider market potentials do not seem to have been sufficiently 

attractive to have encouraged sustained efforts to effe'ct transport 

improvements. Low agricultural prices, the irregular meetinga'of 

Parliamentt inter-regional commercial patterns'which'-enabled'many 

of-the river valley communities to be served with c'oal from the 

79" 



North-East coalfieldg and the greater attractions of overseas trade 

as as, ource oiinvestm, entp wepre 'Probably among the factors which 

must'-lead us to the conclusion that the years from 1660-1690 caw 

f, e, w, -, pI, riomot, ion -soIfI transport schemes at Parliam' entary I evol. 

The reversal'of many of the above factors in the 16901a cannot 

bIe igno'red"in any'expla , nation of'the minor tr I anaport rev olution at 

teenth century. " Mercantilist asbum the e of'the seven ptiona and 

the'commercial jealousy of-neighbouring communitiou dealing in 

similar commodities also contributed to the renewed inter I eat in local 

ý *', i, P6 1 1, ýýh-, I, I Ii ýýI., r 1. ". - 11 trans rt sc emes and to the'fierce and protracted strugglon at 

Parliamentary'level. - This forward movement seema to have receivod 

11 ý--I, -1-- 11 m,, -, nn , 'I' . ,, .-III--I 
a ý6vere check'for'some years after 1702, the incidence of wartime 

taxation being felt'very heavily at a time when agricultural prices 

were again low*- The new undertakings launched at the turn of the 

centýry'had"66nside'r'aýle'di'fficulty in wo*athering the atorm., How- 

ever, by 1720, the principal ne*'navigation within the rogion 

the1ire and Calder had surmounted its worst difficultioal and 

was'developing intra-regi6nal trading linka which were to have ever 

greater significanc'e as the century progressed. 

Fromý thd third'decade of the eighteenth century the impetus to 

develop transport undertakings, became more marked'and was more 

resolu ey sustained, Few years passed in which'no'additions were 

madeý to-'the"' numb'er of statutory local , bodies, or in which'dolegatos 

from thýe'ý'communi'ties within-the I region were no ,t in London soliciting 

an interest. 
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,, -, -Intra-regional growth, rates cannot, be exactly determinedt but it 

se ems ý, clear- that , 
by,. ý. he . 1740 I's, the Aire 9 Calder and, Don', valley, 

communities were, developing more rapidly than the mainly agricultural 

communities, of the Vale of Ouse and Lincolnshire,,,,, The Navigatione 

of, west-, and south -, Yorkshire, were, able to,, benefit not merely from 

the intra-regional-trade, in coall butalso from the rapid expansion 

of, -. the, textile and me'tal... industries. 
_: - 

The increasing rento 

which, --these. Navigations were leased were,, undoubtedly indicative of 

a., Srowing-_volume of, trade. on the rivera. , Turnpike and-waggonway-, 

Ifeederst, tapped, dual,, economy communities which, were, able to-woathor 

the yearsýof_low, farm prices, and rents which seem-to have chocked 

manyipurely, -agricultýaraý,, qo=unities,, in, the 1730's and 1740'13*,,,,, In 

generals-demographic, a4d economic, growth was more marked in the 

West, Riding. than in any, of the adjacent countiea, _with 
the, exception 

of-., Lancashire,, ,., The,. growing, commercial influencelolf, interecto at 

the, -river, ports,. in-the. Aire0 Calder, and Don, vallpya has, been Been 

in ý the broadening 
-of , 

the,, activities of,,, the Navigation. leG1300S. 
- 

By 

1770 qver-Wper cent of, the, tonnage, of, vesselstrading to and from 

Hull! -from the, inland portsfoperated from_Armin and-Thornos 

Fi, ý 1By -17709, it -was, clear that one, of týe principal objectivea of 

transport. --ýundertakings, -. an-adequate, 
_r, 

eturn for, capital-investment - 

had, been-accomplished, by, a, few,, of,, the. -regionls. -, 
inland-, navieationo* 

Howeverl, the undertakers-of. the, waterways, and the turnpiko-truotees 

were,, lessýsuccer, sful., inýtheir aim of, perfecting, transport routoo., 

Interests using the waterways experienced a host of defects# seasonal 

variations in the depth oi, 'the riveraq meanderol silting and disputou 
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with millowners. - When John Smeaton reported -In 1771, 'on, the-' - 

alterations hecessary-to improve,, the-, Aire and, Caldor-Havigationt he 

emPhasised-that: -, 

! the, original,. undertakers, not-having hadýany, notion Of the extencive 

trade that,, výaslikelY-,, tO-beýcarried on by, means thereofg: formod their 

plan, upon too diminutive a scale-. . *I' -, --z, 

This judgement, would have- been equally apt-for many of the watorways 

and tradingjacilities. As trade, inereasodo, the inadequacioo of 

the-waterwayss roads, ports and marketing, facilitioa-woro manifest 

in, a, growing number, ofýcomplaints against-undertakoraýand, -leoooeap 

who were often accused, of exploiting a monopoly, -positione, 

, F. _When compared with subsequent developments in communicationso 

the importance. of the inland navigatione-and-early, turnpikoo all 

too, easily pales in significance. Between 1766-17759 Parliament 

authorised, the-construction of over 270 miles of, canalng-partly 

within the Humber-Ouse-Trent waterway syotemp, andpartly trans- 

Pennine, inter-regional water links, which it was anticipated would 

help, to break the economic watershed running down the spino of-the 

country. , Looked at, quantitatively, these ten years witneasod 

statutory sanction for more miles of new waterways than had boon 

authorised throughout the previous hundred.. The Leedo-Liverpool 

canal, proprietors alone were empowered to raise C260,000 more than 

the combined-capital stock of all, the-existing navigation-undortakings 

in Yorkshire. -By,, the, 1770's-a new age had dawned in some parts of 
1. Reports of the late John Smeaton, F. R. S, (1812)l fig 131. 
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the country which was thinking on a larger scale of how to solve 

its trade and transport problems. The engineers were already at 

work preparing the new channels and slipways on which the noxt 

phase of industrialisation was to be launched. 

However, these developments must be seen in perspectiveo The 

canal age grew out of a growing momentum of effort in the improve- 

ment of river navigation, and it would be a mistake to suppose that 

river development ceased once the effectiveness of the canals had 

been demonstrated. In many instances, the early canals were 

complementary tog rather than substitutes forl established river 

undertakings, providing new 'feeders$ or eliminating the worst 

features of the older waterways, The river undertakings played 

an important - if sometimes controversial - role in the economic,, 

development of the regiont and the country, Despite the concervatism 

of many of the undertakings and their failure in solving come of 

the basic engineering problems of their concernsg it is clear-that 

they provided a cheaper method of carriage than by land, particularly 

for bulky commodities* Contemporaries clearly recoenised that it wan 

the extension of water carriage which could enhance the wealth of the 

nation: - 

by means of water carriage a more extensive market is opened 

to every sort of industry than what land carriage alone can afford it, 

so it is upon the sea coast and along the banks of navigable rivers 

that industry of every kind naturally begins to subdivide and improve 

itself 

1. Mathiasý1969)9 p. 1089 quoting A* Smith, The Wealth of Nations 
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GLOSSARY 

Chaldron A former unit of weightq especially for coal. After 
1686, the tonnage conversion factor for the Newcastle 

chaldron is usually taken as 53 cwt. The London 

chaldron was about 28 cwt. 
Corf A former unit of weightl especially for coal. In the 

West Riding, the corf was about 2 cwt. 1 qr, j the 

equivalent of a horse load. 

Dozen In the West Riding, the dozen was equivalent to about 
12 corves of coal, 

Firkin A measure equivalent to about 56 lba, 

Fodder A unit of weight used for leadg which varied from 

place to place, The London fodder of 191 cwt. and 
112 lb. per cwt. was 2j184 lbs; the Hull fodder of 
19-1 cwt. was 2P340 lbs; at Thorneg Bawtry and Stock- 

witht the fodder was taken as 211 cwt or 2o408 lba; 

at Stockton the fodder of 22 cwtowan 2,464 lbe; and 

at Derby and Wirksworth the fodder of 221 cwt, waa 
29700 lbs, 

Horse Pack In the case of wool, a load equal to about 240 lbo 

carried on horseback. 

Keel A small estuarine vesselg which in the Humber wao 
distinguished by its single square-riagod masts 

Ships Pack A large bale of cloth for shippingl probably of 

about 10 cwt. 
sloop Small sinele-masted vessel used mainly in river 

navigation. 
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