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This study traces the sooial histoq ot the European cOlllll1Unity, 

most or whose mem.bers were ot British utiOllality, in the lederated 

Kalay States of Selangor, Perak, Jeg.ri Sembilan, and PahaDg. It covers 

the period from about 1880, a tew years after the inception ot British. 

rule in the Halq States, to the outbreak of the Pacific War in 1941. 

During the 1880s and 1890s the European population, consistiue mainly 

of goverament servants, ,rew steadily, and Europeans adapted to life 

in the Jlalq States by founding social clubs and building a tew sm.all 

hill stations. After about 1900, as Europeans ¢ned a larpr share 

of the export econolQ'. the number of Europeans in non-pvel'Dllent 

activities suoh as planting and OOfIIIleroe increased markedly. A.s a 

resul t of the econom.1c prosperity which occurred duril'lg the d.&cacte 

before the J'1rst World War, living conditions improved, the standard ot 

li~ to which all Europeans believed the,. must adhere rose, and 

govenae.n.t servants sought salaq increases in order to maintain both. 

e78s. Durlue these years there was also consictera1lle tensioll in 

llluropean relations with Asians. During the interwar years there were 

creat fluctuations in economic prosperity. Because they were seen as 

a threat to British pr8st1ce unemployed Europeans were removed from 
.. 

"lqa by the &'Overnment. Various aspects of European life dunD« the 



interwar years, such as the role of clubs, the structure of the European 

coamrwuty, the position of women within the eollllWlity, the creation of 

two larce hill stations, and relations with Asians, 1aeludi.n,g Asian 

partioipation in European social acti'V'ities, are described in this 

stud,.. The final chapter looks at relatiofts between European men and 

Asian mistresses and prostitutes and how concubinage and prostitution 

chanced between the earl,- 1900s and the interwar years. 
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INTRODUCTION 

'l'he introduction of a handful of officials in 1874 marked the 

beginning of British rule in the Malay States, a rule which was to 

continue uninterrupted until the Japanese invaded Malaya late in 1941. 

MUch has o.en written about the forms of government created by the 

British during this period and about the role of the British in the 

economic development of Ma1aya. 1 Of the many ethnic groups which 

comprised Malayan socie ty the Malays, Chinese, and Indians have been 

the Subject of valuable studies tracing their histories during the 

period of British rule. 2 Very little attention, however, has been given 

to the British as a group or, to use the contemporary term, "community" 

within this same society and to the ways in which they themselves changed 

1 C. D. Cowan, Ninetrenth-CenturI Malaya': lll;. Orion&,! .2t British 
PolitigQJ. CQntrQ1London, 1961); Emily Sadka, ~ Protected MaJ.ay 
~ktQ§.,1874-1895 (Kuala Lumpur, 1968); Eunice Thio, British 
blic~!D. tae ~lay Peninsula, 1880-1910, Vol. I: ~ Soutaern.A.a!! 
QQltfil. State@ Singapore, 1969); Rupert Emerson( HJ.lu@;ia: J. 
§isd~ .91: Dil'jct ~ Indirec't ~ (New York, 1937); ,R. O. Tilman, , 
.',C!£ltaag, TrM!d't3:o;. ja Wm (Durham; N.C., 1964h James C. 
Jackson, PJ.M'tem .Imi s~~~~Qrr: Cainese and E~JleM waagyJ.j;ural 
.Enit:rW:Lil iD. MHIYI, 1 iij6J§21 Kuala Lumpur, 1968 J ' P. T. Bauer, 
k,' n Inm't;ry: A Study ja Cgmpeti ti9ll .A.a!! Pi9:q:QP2l1 (London, 
1948, J. B. Drabble, Ry.bber 1!l. !J§lw, 1816-1922 (Kuala Lumpur, 
1973; Wong Lin Ken, ~ MaJ.ay&;. liu Ingy.stu 1Q. ill! (Tucson, 
19'5; Lim Chong-Yah, E29nomaa9 lMyelQl!!1!nt .2t pWgern MaJ.M'a' (Kuala 
Lumpur, 1967). , 

2 William R. Roff, The Orions .2t MJlv Nationalism (New Haven, 1967); 
Victor Purcell, _ CbJ.AAee 1a MalaD (London, 1948); Wilfred Blythe, 

IaPlc1~ CA!nese Secret Societies in HalAYa (London t 1969); 
al Singh Sandhu, Iaditms.in talan-rCambridge, 1969); and 

~~:Pah Arasaratnam, Indians.in Malania and Siwpore (London, 
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dur1ag these years.' This study attempts to look at the British from 

such a perspective • 

. Tn. present study might be more correctly described as a social 

histo17 of the Europeans in Malaya rather than of the British, even 

thoUCh most people of European background were in fact British. Whether 

or not someone was a European had, in most situations, far greater 

social significance than whether he was British. This study looks both 

wi thin tn. European communi.ty and at the community in relation to 

Malayan society. It deals on the one hand with the wq in which Europeans 

adapted to life in Malaya, the occupational and social structure of the 

liluropean community, and the role of women wi thin the communi ty and on 

the other hand with the general position of the Europeans in Halayan 

SOCiety, social relations between Europeans and Asians, the tensions 

which at times characterized relations between the two groups, and 

relations between European men and Asian women. At the conclusion of 

this study it is hoped to show how the concept of a European standard 

of living (first discussed in Chapter 4) helps us to understand important 

aspects of both of these broad sets of issues. 

During most of the period covered by this, study the Malay Peninsula 

, was divided politically into three parts. The three Straits Settlements 

of' Singapore, Penang, and Malacca had become British territory under 

the last India Company during the last part of the eighteenth century 

and. the f'irst quarter of the nineteenth. In 1867 the Straits Settlements 

-
, The SOcial history of one seotion of the European oommuni ty has been 

oonsidered by J. de Vere Allen, "The Malayan Civil Servioe, 1874-1941: 
COlonial Bureauoracy/Malayan Eli te", Comwritive Swa!\es iD. Sgc!\etx 
.ID.i I1st912, 12 (April 1970), 149-78. Two stUdies which are of' great 
USe for understanding the Europeans in the Malay States before 1895 
~~Sadka, ll:Sl,"ticted ~ ~, and J. M. Gullick, "Kuala Lumpur, 
~1895tt. JlQ]:US, 28, Part 4 (1955). 
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became a orown colony administered by a Governor who was responsible 

to the Colonial Office in London. The four Malay states of Selangor, 

Perak, :Negri Sembilan, and Pahang became Br:Ltish protectorates between 

1874 and 1888 and in 1895 were brought together to form the J'ederated 

Malay States. By the First World War Johore, Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, 

and Trengganu had also come under British oontrol, but they were not 

abeorbed into the federation; collectively they were known as the 

Unfederated Malay States. Although reference is frequently made to 

other parts of Malaya, particularl,. the Straits Settlements, this study 

oonoentrates on the Europeans in the F.M.S. Special attention is given 

to the state of Selangor and to its principal. town, Kuala Lumpur, which 

beca,m.e the capital of the federation and whioh by the 1890s had the 

largest European population of any town in the four states. The 

existence of two local periodioals, the SelaAIQr ioyrn;l (published 

between 1892 and 1897) and the Malay.!I.U (1896-1941), and the abundance 

of other directly relevant sources make Kuala Lumpur especially suitable 

for a de.tailed study of the Europeans • 

. The starting point for this study-1880-has been chosen for s. 

number of reasons. Al thouch British rule in the Malay States began in 

. 1874 it was only by about 1880 that the general outline· of British policy 

toward the states was firmly established. Moreover, the events of 

these years» . when. only a very small number of British officials were 

liVing in the Malay States, have been the subject of several works.4 

i'inaU,., 1880 was the year in which the Resident of Selangor moved his 

headquarters to Kuala Lumpur from Klang. 

-
4 ~ these are Cowan, Niyte!nta-Centw;:,y~; C. N. Parkinson, 

"'it:l,& Internntign ja MMaxa, 1867-18TI{S:t.~apore, 1960): Gullick, 
Oaptain Speedy of Larut", JJmW3, 26, Part 3 l1953). 
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In the present study it is hoped to show the close relationship 

between the sooial history of the Europeans and the evolution of British 

eoonomic and politioal involvement in the Malay States. [Before about 

1900 the British in these states were mainly government servants. The 

British administration grew steadily, but the prinoipal industry, tin, 

was almost entirely in the hands of the Chinese:] Early in the twentieth 

oentury Europeans established the plantation rubber industry and began 

to take a more direot share in the tin mining industry. The sudden 

inorease in the nJ.lmber of Europeans engaged in planting, mining, and 

oOmmeroi~l aotivities altered the struoture of European sooiety. The 

imprOVement in living oonditions which resulted from prosperous economio 

oondi tions Jje1ped to bring about changes in the European way of life. 

During the interwar years there were great fluotuations in prosperity, 

arising from slumps and booms in the export economy, and these too had 

considerable effeot on the social history of the time. LBecause of 

their importance for understanding the social history of the Europeans 

the poli tioal G.nd. economic changes which occurred between the 1870s and 

1930s are outlined in Chapter 1:J Some other relevant information about 

the sooiety in whioh Europeans lived is presented .in the same chapter. 

For the sake of clarity it is 'USeful to define at the outset some 

of the terms as they are used here. Today the term "Malaysian" refers 

to 8n1one, of any race, who is a citizen of Malaysia, but before the 

S .' . eoond. World \'Tar it was used in the censuses ta mean "Malays and other 

natives of the arohipelago". The term "Malayan" was used to desoribe 

anyone, inclUding Europeans of long residence, who lived in the Malay 

PeninsUla; e:z:cept in the minds of a very few people it did not imply 

any sense of a shared national identity. Usually the British referred 

to the Malays, Chinese, and Indians as "natives" or "Asiatics". By 



"natives" they sometimes meant only Malays, but often included all 

non-Europeans, whether born in Canton, Madras, Kyoto, or in the heart 

of Pahang. I have used the word II Asians" for non-Europeans when it 

has not been necessary to distinguish between ethnic groups. 

5 
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CHAPTER 1 

A POLITICAL A.ID ECOJfOMIC SURVEY 

Until the 1870s Dri tish rule in the Ialq Peninsula was confined 

to the 8trll.i ts Settlements of Singapore. PeBanS. and ~acoa. The 

lritisll aoq\dred the island of PeBanS from the S'altu of lCedah in 1186. 

and SiDsapore 'beeame Dri.tish territo17 soon after Sir Tkomas Stamford 

idtles .sta'blished a tradius post there in 1819. The k1t1ah pined 

POSsession ot Malaoca by the ADSlo-Dutoh treaty of 1824.. Except duriUS 

the IaPOleoaic war, when Irt taln occupied the terri to17" lalaoca had 

hen ~r :Dutch rule since 1641, "fore which1t had .... en ruled __ the 

Por~s.. Beoause of 1 ts location on the ~a a.,. route from Europe 

andIRdia to the hI' East, its pos1tion ia the,aroMpelaco,and its 

~ta_as a free port, Siusapore rapidl7 "came 'the most1aportaat of 

,tlte tm.>ee Br1 tish settlements. IT 1860 SingaPo~ had a populatioa of 
,. . . . 

-~1.7 81,0«>. The largest sect10n of t~ population were the CMnese, 
. , 

,'Who, were' e~d in trade or, agricul tare or worked as la1.tourers. Secret 

~ieties 'plSTed a central role ia all aspects of Chinese economic 

and SOolal lite. There were onl7 about five hundred European resid&nta 

& Sblcapore, lilt in add! tion to the officers who administered the 

Straits' pftrrmtent tMs num"r includ&d influential iaerchants, ~r~, 

lawrers., and newspaper editors.
' 

['17 the 1860s bo~' Chinese and klt1sh 

-



- ••••• n were taking great interest in theecoftell!c pot.ntial of t1le 
-'\ 

Wq atat.a.j The Chin.s. already had large il'lvesa.nts there, whlle 

the Ir1tish heaitated to invest beca11Se they feared that the t'lU'lDOil in 

the states would prevent them from exploi t1ng this potential. ""'n the 

Straits Settlements were transferred tro. the covernmeut of India in 1867 

it -.Ca.e the Colonial Office's responsibility todeciae whether Britain 

W&~li1utervene in the affa~rs of these stat.s. 

-' ... :~ I,...t...-",,, (Before lookinc at the eveats whlch led to' the introduction of 

r\a\... Iritis!t officials it is necessuy to describe br1~f11' the societ1' which 

eZisted in theMal~ states before British rule. Traditionally the 

l.arce.tpolitiCal unit in the peninsula was the state.', At tM Mad of' 
, . 

each. date was a Sultan, w110 conducted the stat.'s. relationa with otb.er 

state's and orl'&l'lised its defenCe in times ot war. The Sultan was the 

'Q'altol of the state's unity, was its ceremonial !lead, and was at the 

apez of its elaborate social hierarchy. Despite h1$, ceremomal and 

."ial. pre-eminence. the Sultan had 01111' 11m! ted political control over ' 

hlareala. The state was divided into districts, each. ruled b7 a chief. 

• districts were 11Sual17 centred at the .outh of a river or on a 

*-cttoa of' a riv.r, for the rivers served as the main means of commmi

.Oe,t'., aad it Was along their baH. that the small Malq population 

waaOOncentrated. Althouch tb.e chiefs had to pay o'beisance to the 

Iul tan periodical11', the1' enjo1'ed a great deal of independ.nce wi thin 

'theirrespectiv. territories. The Sultan's power was to a great extent 

contined to hi. own district. The chief.' main source of power was 

'their 'fre.dom to raise and spend their own revenues as the1' wished. A 

t&ll on boats passing through the district was one 'ot the .ost important 

~. ~Of revenue. The chiefs also administered justice wi thin their 

0Wl:l districts and had the right to de.and free labour (kerah) from the 



"'~1'7 (rltw,). In order to enhance tM'ir pre.Up and to provide 

talHUtel .. s 'with needed supporters the chiefs had large number8 of dE!bj:

~n . aad sla ..... s. None of' the slaves were Hala)"8 since accord1ag to 
. I q ...... ",,"'. t'kJ> ,!-",' ...... '" I.j 

Islal<l law oDly llon-Koslems could be enslaved.2 ~",<1 .f"V~. ":+"'M~ vi \ ... t.~t ~ 
,.,t,L.t'>? "L1(t· l' ... t. ..... :r._~ 

4ltalOUCh there were succession disputes and riyalrles between 

4iatr1cts the lalay political: system was held ina teBoos 'balance 

Si809 8-0 chief' was qlearly superior to the others 18 wealth. )'rom the 

IIl1ddle &f' tile a1neteenth century, however, this balancewu vi&lentl)" 

upse" ltv. the crOWing importance of the maiamiaeral NS(MrCe of the 

atate ... tin~ Before the middle of the centurov a amallamount of tin had 

lIeen mine .. \))'JlalI)"S' and a few Chiaese, but u world demand :tor the 

m1neralincreased Mall)" chiefs who controlled &reas with rich tin deposits 

e!l.C01n"aged the iDmtigrati on of large numbers of' Chiaee. miDer8. Other 

mba .. operators were financed directly by OJd_ese ca,i talists i_ the 

Straita Settlements. Chinese villages were sOOG established in the main 

m1n1-.41stricts. B,. 1872 there were between twent,. and twenty-fi ..... 

tk~d Chinese living in Larut in Perak, the most important mimB« 

ti8trlct in the Nall)" 8tates.:3 Chinese also operated mine8 els-ewh.ere 

.Ut .Pe!'ak and. ia Selangor and Sungei Ujong. !he village which later 

-~ ~ as Iuala Lumpur had its origina in a\out. 18;8 when a few 

Clr.S..aese traders sst up shOps near the junction &f the nang and Oabak 

Jtt-r.,.eal.,. a short distance from the tin fie1d8 at Pudu and Ampartc.4o· 

'3 S.a:ta. bttected lilA[ Statea, p .• 2:3. 

4 t::::!ing to Pao-Chun Tsou, Pudu Lane was the original site of' Kuala 
~.15 l k Ur\IQ LandscaR' 9!. Kwala L3BP'llI' (Singapore, 1967), 
~~ • ~31 •. Pudu Lane is shown on Nap 3. 
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The headman of' each of these mining centres was recognized by the Malay 

authorities as the Capitan China. Yap Ah Loy, the leading tigure i~ the 

early history at Kuala Lumpur, was formally installed as Capitan China 

by a .lay raja in 1869. 

vi.hile some chiets became rich f'rom tin revenues and so were able 

to b~ arms and hire tollowers, other Malay leaders borrowed money in 

the hope of taking control of the main tin producing areas. In Perak 

the situation was complicated by a succession dispute. In Larut and 

in the Kuala Lumpur area the two main Chinese secret societies fought 

for possession of the mines. As civil war between rival coalitions of 

Malays and Chinese enveloped the states tin production fell greatly, 

and Chinese capitalists and European commercial interests in the Straits 

Settlements appealed to the colonial government to take steps to end 

the strife. LA group of British merchants hoped that once peace was 

restored they might be able to develop tin concessions which they had 

been granted by the Viceroy of' selangor~ (Por a long time the Colonial 

vffice refused to take any action, but in September 1873 the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, Lord Kimberley, instructed the new Governor, 

Sir Andrew Clarke, to report on conditions in the Malay states and to 

find out whether iri tain might play some role in bringing peace t.) the 

states·1 Whether Kimberley changed British policy towards the Malay 

states mainly because he fl'ared that another European power, particularly 

Ge~ t might intervene first or because he wished tope-ve the way for 

Bri tiu' iZlvestment in the states is an issue which historians have debated 

at cre-.t l:qt~? but it is clear thatG'the situation which brought to 

the tore the problem of British control had largely an economic 

; 'n 
v ""-.Ax,.., L\·e/\~.~. 

B tkJv:hl--.., l'4. 
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or1gin".5 

Clarke allowed himself considerable freedom in carr.ying out the 

cautious instructions he had received. He first turned his attention 

to Perak. Without referring to the Colonial Office Clarke arranged for 

a meeting on Pangkor Island in Jan'WU7 1874 of a number of Perak chiefs 

and the leaders of the rival Chinese factions. LThe chiefs~ ~ed to ~-~ 
. ~~. 

recognize Clarke's choice of one of the Perak claimants, Raja Abdullah, ~. 
s....." d.,.. .... 

i 
J.I.,., C(..~ 

as Sultan and agreed that the Sultan should receive a British off cer, 1'--.. D~. t\ 

called a Resident, "whose advice must be asked and acted upon in all 
~\.o.'hl{", 1\..0 "1 

questions other than those touching Malay Religion and Custom" ~ The 

collection and control of all revenue and the general administration of 

the state was to be regulated by the "advice" of the Resident. The 

revenue was to be used to support the Resident and his establishment 

and finance a Civil List, by which the Sultan and other Malay leaders 

would receive their incomes. The Chinese headmen who were at Pangkor 

signed a separate agreement in which they undertook to stop fighting. 

within a few months Clarke made similar arrangements to introduce 

ReSidents in the states of Selangor and Sungei UjOng.6 

%he MalAY States from Intervention to !»deration 

During the first few years after the Pangkor Engagement the nature 

and extent of hitish "advice" were far from certain. On the one hand 

-
5 W$JC . LinlCen, "Western Enterprise and the Development of the Malayan . 

Tin Industr;y to 1914". in C. D. Cowan, ed., ~ Ecsmgmic Rf!yeloD"Pt 
at§matQ-EM~!!U&. (London, 1964), p.150. The background to Kimberley's 
illStructions to Clarke is examined by Cowan, N1ne~eBth--Centuu WAta, 
o-Jter 4, and lChoo Kay Kim, "The Origin of British Administration in 
Malaya", ~S, 39, Part 1 (1966), 52-91. 

6 Sadka, irotect~~ MIlat States, pp.47-49, 181. 
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local officials were determined to establish the instruments of effective 

government and to carry out changes which in some cases clashed with the 

traditional privileges of the Malay aristocracy. On the other, the 

Colonial Office wished to keep British involvement in the states as 

limited and as free from conflict as possible. 

The zealous efforts of the first Resident of Perak, J. W. W. Birch, 

who had spent most of his official career in Ceylon and who was contemp

tuous of Kalay institutions, to take over the collection of revenues and 

to end debt-bondage and slavery led to his assassination in November 1875. 

Bri tish troops we~ called in from Hong Kong and India, but by the time 

they arrived police and soldiers brought in from,Penang and Singapore 

had nearly gained control of the situation. Some members of the Perak 

rOYal'familyand a few aristocrats were implicated in BiTch's death; a 

few; including Sultan Abdullah, were exiled, and two were sentenced to 

death, The British,had thus eliminated those MalaTs who most actively 

OPPOSed the British presence and had displayed their willingness to 

uphold their rule with force. Nevertheless, the Colonial Office refused 

to consider proposals put forward by the then Governor,' :ir William Jervois, 

t_t all or part of Perak should be brought under direct British rule. 

Fearing that annexation would again arouse the anger of the Jlalays and 

thus necessitate another costly punitive expedition, the Secretary of 

II State insisted in June 1876 that the Residential system be given e
I' 
,I f'U.rtMr trial.

7 It soon became clear however that British "advice" did 

1n fact' mean British control. When the new Resident of Perat, Hugh 

Low, Ob3ected to a circular from Jervois's successor, Sir William Robinson, 

remht4~ the Reside1\ts that they had been placed 1n the states 'as 

7 n.u ' 
...... , p .. 96. 
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advisers, not as rulers, he was assured by the Governor that he could· 

continue to govern as he had been doing but that "the fiction ••• 

k t ,,8 that the Residents are merely advisevs must be ep up. 

Low, who had acquired an intimate knowledge of Malay society during 

more than thirty years in Sarawak and Labuan, proceeded to accomplish 

what. Birch had set out to do, but unlike Birch he made every effort to 

gain the Co-operation of the Malays. Without in any way relinquishing 

his own authority Low succeeded at the very least in giving Malays some 

sense ot influencing the way policies which affected them were carried 

out.· Low abolished debt-bondage and slavery only after he had convinced 

the chiefs that they would no longer need to depend· on bondsmen and 

slaves fOr labour and had worked out the details of hoy they would be 

compensated for their loss. Low also used the state Council, made up 

of the Ruler, prinCipal chiefs, and Chinese headmen, to discuss legis

lation. Low's administration was greatly admired by Sir Frederick Weld, 

who became Governor in 1880, and became the model for the Residential 

system. 

In governing the Malay population the British took over the 

functions.which had previously been performed by the district chiefs. 

District Magistrates and Collectors (later called District'Officers) 

administered justice and collected land and other revenues. which, 

unlike in the days before British rule, were now supervised by a 

central authority, the R~sident. The chiefs were given positions as 
"I .. 

ati •• Magistrates", but in practice they were not expected to do much· 

more than live off' their government allowances. Whereas the chiefs 

were ef'f~ctive1y displaced by Bri Ush officers, the local headmen 



(W¥hyU) were incorporated into the new administration and ~id 

salaries J thel' became the direct link between the government and 

the MalaJ'S in the villages (kg:ponis). 9 

(AlthOUlh British Officials took over the government from the ,..... 

SuI tans and chiefs. the tradi tionaJ. Kalay hierarchy was:treserved and 

14 

in soae ways even strengthened under ~ritish rule~ The Sultans achieved 

a measure of security' which they had not enjoyed in the turbulent years 

before British rule. They were assured of an income with which to 

maintain a style fitting thftir. position, and now that the chiefs no 

lOJlCllr had independent sources of revenue the Sultans were not in danger 

of beine outshone by men of lower rank. As mentioned,· the position of 

the chiefs Was somewhat anomalous, but the Dri tish did try to make use 

of' their standing in Malay eyes and thereby helped to preserve that 

standine. CMoreover, the British helped to preserve the position of the 

aristocracy as a class in relation to the ratayat:j This was done partll' 

by giving a very.small number of young Kalay aristocrats (most notably 

two SOns of ex-3ultan Abdullah of Perak) posts in the new administration. 
,...... 

LBritish edUcational policy also tended to maintain the distinction 
.. 

betw~n the aristocracy and the ra'ayatJ In 1890 the Selangor government 

opened a school exclusively for young rajas and a few Malays who were 

not rajas but had a similar status. Although the school did little to 

prepare its students for anything but subordinate posts in government 

and Was closed in 1894, the idea of a separate school for the Malay 

elitewas reVived a decade later. 10 The Kalay College, opened at Kuala 

lta.~ar in 1905, drew its students from the aristocracl' of the four 

- -
9 .a&4., pp.105, 113, 274-89. 

10 ~X8tevensont "The Selangor Raja School", ~St 41, Part 1 (1968), 
8'-92. . 
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Halay States and provided them with an education along the lines of an 

English pu\lic school. The British intended that graduates of the 

college would enter the civil service; a select few did secure such 

posts~ thoup not until after the First World War. In contrast, 

educatioul policy towards the ratayat was designed (in later years, it 

must \e stressed, with the approval of some mem\ers of the aristocracy) 

to make thea \atter farmers and fishermen \7 providing them with a few 

yeare of rudimentary education in Mal..". English was not tauaht, even 

thouah it wae \ecoaing eseential for ~ emplo7mEtnt outeide the vill~ 

sPhere. It was 1Badvisa~le, esplaiBed rrank SwetteDhaa, "to attempt to 

give the children of an agricultural population an indifferent knowledge 

of a lanpa.ge that to all but a very few would only unfit them for 

the duties of life and make them discontented with anything like manual 
-' -\ 

la'bolar".t1 ) 

,. 

5' '!f, L'the main ob~eot of British poliol towards the Chinese in the fears 
;~/I,,' 

, f 
.-'0 l after the Pangkor Engagement was to enoourage tin mining and other 

oommeroial aotivities.') It has been estimated that about four-fifths 

of the I'Overnment's revenue in Perak and Selancor 0&118 from the duty on 

tin esports and the sale of monopolies to Chinese oapitalists ($QljIlI).12 

The IIDSt important of these revenue farms were for the manufacture and 

sale of spirits, the running of gaaiDg-houses and pawn shops, th$ collec

tion of the import dut7 on opium, and, in some distriots, the preparation 

and sale of oooked opium. The first railw87 lines, bull t in the mid-18808 

(from. 'faiping to Port Weld and from Kuala Lumpur to nang), provided 

~ il'I9D.it blili (1890), p.16. Malay education and emplo7mEtnt 
the covernment are discussed by Roft, lilY: b»9:II1'.. chapters 

4 and 5. 

12 Sadka, 1;0$e;$11 IIlII §ta$es, p.,,2. 
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trauportation between the main m.ining areas and the ports and became 

an additional source of' governlllGnt revenue. It- :was mainly trom. Chinese 

sources that the revenue of Peru rose f'rom $226,000 in 1875 to 

$4,034,000 in 1895, while that of Selangor increased from $116,000 to 

$'3,805,000 during the same period~ 1'3 

r"-AlthoUS'h SOlIe British investors had pressed the Colonial Office 
i 
'/ 

to intervene in the affairs of the klay states because they had wanted 

to open tin mines there, most Europeans who attempted mining during 

this period were U'B.8uccesstul. !bey lacked the necessary contacts with 

the labour supplies in China, otten used inadequate prospecting techniques. 

relied on a hiPly paid staff', and invested too much capital before they 

were oertain ot the extent of' the deposits. JIore ove l' , unlike the Chinese, 

European mine opera.tors were not able to depend on an inoome from various 

revenue f'arms when proti ts from tin were low. )'01' all these reasons 

nearly all European miners found it impossible to compete a.p.inst the 

Chinese. A European f'irm which bought one of' Yap Ah Loy's mines was 

f'orced to sell it back: to him for a fraction of' the oricina.1 prioe when 

the price of' tin fell; after Yap re-a.oquired the property the price 

of tin bepn to rise. 14 J 
At the centre of mining in Sela.ngor was the town of l:ualaLumpur. 

Uatil 18'79 Ta:p re!cned supreme over the town and surrcnmding area while 

the British administration under Captain Bloomfield Douglas carried out 

its business in the port town of nang. "Aotually the leadine man, 

.. t oal,. at )[wala Iiat:por • • ., but in Selanpr," observed Isabella Bird 

1, ~. p.410. 

14 lIone. "Western Enterprise and the Ifalqa.n 'lin Iud-us try", pp.1:57 -39 J 
eu1lick:, "I:uala Lumpur", pp.55-56. 
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durl., her Tisi t to Klang in 1879 t .. is Ah toi, a Chin81la11l" 15 Douglas 

had stationed some police at Kuala Lumpur, but the7 lived in Yap's 

compound an4 were under his direction. Yap was the principal miner 

an4 landowner and owned the market, gambling booth, and brothels. Under 

his leadership the town recovered from the devasta tiOD. of the civil 

wars. As a result of a rise in tin prices in the late 1870s the town 

grew rapid17. A hitish official wae posted at Kuala Lumpur at the end 

ot 1m, and the state's adm1nistration was moved there the tollowing 

18&1'. UteI' h&l1k SwElttenbam replaced Doqlas as Resident in 1882 the 

tace of X:lIala LWIpUl' lmderweDt lIIlt.IQ" ohanges as officials iDtrod'l1ced 

building rules to II.IIl1t$ the town (which had been ]moe tor its tilth and 

had been dest1'076d 1>7 fire several times) cleaner and safer, moved the 

market to a better location, and planned the railW&7. 16 

In his histoI'J' of ear17 Kuala LUJlplIr Mll. has described the 

wq 1D which the town's leadership chaJl.led. in the years atter the 

arrival of a British administration. Whereas Tap had relied on trul7 

.xcept1cmal pel'scmal abili t,. and in1 tiative in .,....rn1ng the toe's 

po}Nilation dv.ring and 1.m'IIrlediatel, after the clvl1 wars, tile British 

otf101als wllo followed Mm, however IMOh abilit,. and e_rD' tile, had, 

taMed to appl,. methods which were standard throupout the British civil 

senice. JIIoreover, ae the tunctions of administration grew more varied 

and c01Iplex no one man could control all aepects of government in the 

15 i:be}lla L. Bird, .Dt 901418 Cllvlom" .Iid. .. m TlQtpr (London, . ",.220. 
" .1Itt.,. of the plans tor improvine Kuala Lumpur had origiDally been 

.... by Douelas: James C. Jaclcaon., "Kuala Lumpur iD the 1880s: 

.. CODtri_tion of Bloomfield ~las" ~ JalH:Pl4 .9J:. Sm.ut 
W .. I&I'IIZ, 4, 10. 2 (September 196'1. 117-21. 
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...,. lap laad dcme. 17 Oae micht aM that, unlike Tap, the Resldeat and 

otMr . otf1eials were part of a larcer bureaucraCYJ they were reapoa

sible to the Govemor ia Sl_JOre and ultimately to the Coloa1al Office. 

Room for persomal imtl!3ltift remaiIled, but it was not ia1t1ative of 

the MIle k1ad which Yap had exerci .. d under earlier oondi tiou. 

After Yap AlL Loy's death la 1885 tMre were two !!BOre CapitaDB 

Chiaa. Yap.All Sbak held tM poaitio. from 1885 until he died 1. 1889, 

and ta, Xwaa Seas was CaJi tan Chiaa trom 1890 _t11 his death in 1902. 

~ t.ll AlL Lo,.t s •• coe.MrS reoeived their appoiatment8 from the 

a..idat the,. were cho"a be ... e thq alreaa.,- held POSitiODS of great 

prom.aeace and 1Btl-...ce wi thin the Ch1ae.e OCJlllfmt q. Ia the 1880a 

and 18908 the,. "ned a. an 1sportrmt l1ak between the Dritiah and the 

ChiM .. _ By the tiM of Yap Xwaa Se.'. d.eath the British no loltpr 

88. the need tor such a link, and the po.t of Capitan China was 

aMli.d. '!he Xula Lumpur SanltarJ' Board, tormed ia 1890, and the 

State COUOll were forums where the 8Oftrml&nt oould diS0U8 lts policle. 

with leadiDc lIalqa and Indians as .ell as Chi .... _ Kore im,ortantl;r, 

- the turn of the oent:u.rF Ch1ae .... peaJd.l1c offioial. were tald. over 

tile datie. wh1ch the Capi tans Ch1aa had performed.'8 ftere was, ia 

.. rt, a move to 110ft direot rate over the Chine.e. 

C 17 the middle 01 the 1880. olficlals ln the Stralts Settlements 

ana at the Colomal Office were satisfied with the success of the 

B.e.ideatial .,..te.t and ln the late 1880s the :an tish confldentl,. 

exteaded thelr coatrol to Pahanc and Negrl Se.bile {with which Swagel 

17 Ckilllok, "l:uala Lumpur", pp.125-~. 

18 MeI1 hlR£~ J2f. st'WOr (19(2), p.28. 
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u~ .. was later eoabined). !he British had belie.,..d. that PahaaC was 

extraoriiaari17 rich ill IlineraJ. resources, but these e:z:,..tations were 

not hlfUle4. 1'01" this reasoll ad because or a rebellion b7 a ~or 

cJUaf 1a the earl)" 1890a Pa.haDg soon beoame a fi1Umoial burda. OIl the 

Col..,. In order to offset this burdell, at a tiM of slap in trad.e 

1a S1acapore, the Governor, Sir Ceo11 Cl_ati Smith. proposed dnwiag 

upoa the surplus reTenues of Per. aDd Selaager. At the aa.ae tiBle that 

the;V Rre iiscuasiac Palumct s fiaancial problema Offlc1a1s were loold.ag 

fer a.,. to brlag greater uait;v to tha administration of the Kala, 

States ia order to make COTerDllent Itore efficient and to encourap 

eoonomic 4eTelopm.eat. After a creat deal of debate between officials 

ia the states .... in Siqapore and at the Coloa1al Office, it was deoided. 

to ~i.. the tov states into a tederatioa. to -. called the .rederated 

Ialq %3tates. the head of the federatioa was to be known as the 

Rea1ieat-leDeru ad would -. in a posl tioa superior to the Reaideata 

lMt res,...ible to the Governor. In A-.wst 1agS the fe4eratioa came 

lato -iac wIlea the Rulers (a term which troll 1898 referred. to the 

Sul tau of Per,*, Selancer, and PahImc and the Yaag d.i-PertuaB leaar 

of Bepl SnWaa) siped. aa aeree.at which ~d. thea that the DeW 

t .. of COftn.-at would aot "ourtail 8.'I.rI' of the power or authoritY' 

Wld.oh the7 Mld ader the Reaidential S78telt. .,. 1895 the Rulers had 

little powr to lose, but federation did meaa that the7 had less peraoDal 

iatl'ltl.oe ""r their respective state adllinistrations. Altho'tlp the 

.... to. of (IOTenuunt was .. wn as a "federation" the powers of the 

... ~ -thorit7 were aot subject to formal. limitations; :a.earl;v all 

&.8peots of the IOTerraeat of the states were directed from the head

\uartera :of ... '.11.8., J:'Wlla LWIlpur. !he .... raJ. admiatstration ader 

the R •• iient-Geaeral and. the Railwa1, llines, Public Works, Police, and. 



Education Departments all had their of'f'ices in ltUala L~. In 1897 

and 190' the Rulers and chiefs met the Governor (who also .. nat. aB 

lip COlIII.issioner to the .18.7 states). Resident-General, and Residents 

at areat D\Irlte.rs. nt these meeti_ were dnoted mainl,. to elaborate 

ce1!1nl101l7 rather tha:a to meani2'll'hl disO'WJsion of matters w1 th wh1ch 

the Ifalqa were ooacerned. JUrtheraore, meetiap of the Residen~-ralt 

the Reeideate, aad various departlte.t heads were held once or twice a 

78ar, and it W8.B at theee that J'I8.1Q" illl'JOrtaat admil1i8tratift deci8iou 

were lIl4e.'9 

fte IJ!9!1 Ego..,. ttt.lE 19 
lJetween 1900 and World Wu I the hope. for turtber eoonomic develop.. 

ment wJt.ich official8 had had at the time of federation were more than 

h.1tiUed. QOTe~t revenue., the ,.udstielt ...,. which the British 

.. ~d procreu in these 78ar8, increased trom 115,~,OOO in 1900 

to 144,300,000 in 1913.20 Atter a alump in the 1890s the tin industr,. 
ytr-
~ eatersd a new period of prosperi t,. t and it W8.B duri.aC the ear17 rears 

Of _a tweatlath een'tiur7 that the plantation ruliber iDdWJt17 WaB 

•• ta1l1 .. .-..d_.'] [a,. 1909 the railw8.7, ftlch .tiRlated 4evelopae:nt and wa~ 
in t"\:Q.-a a .ovee Of' revenue, extended f'rom the • .,re oppo.l te Pe~ 

.~~ 1.1 .... _ 10 .... Baan. at the southern tip of b peninsula. Prom the 

Ar ' ,.,1at of new of thi. .tud,. the l10at important clump WaB the inereaBiD6rll" 

active IUtlcipation Of' Europeans in the eOOllOm3". J In the l"ear. a:tter 

1900 ~ tou:n4ed the rubMr induatr,. ami. Mean to take alar .. 

8l\ue'in the tin induatr,.. 

-
19 ~,tmtMUl' IIW §ii.D.. chapter 11l !hio. JD,$a,p. J!tJ.&a: !a 

..... Ielu. bld.J!INlt, chapters 5, i, and 7. 

20 W<mc, Itl:lDa %&a Ilium, p.261. 
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RlI'Wber WM not the first crop to be grown ..,. Europeans ift the 

kllq" Statetl. Coftee plal:t.ters had opened estates as early as tlae 

latter part of tile 1870s. !lost of the earl,. planters came trOll C)e71Oft, 

--X'tt tile cettee indut1'7 wu bei.lJC destroyed 'by a ~. C By tl!ie 

i .... 17 1890a tl!ie uaain centre of oo1'1'ee pla8tiDe was tl!ie area between 

.J-. Kuala ~ a8d. Xl ... J in this area pl.anten could tde advantage of 

, tke rail...,. line both to briDC ill .uppl.ie. &ad to transport their 

~~ 1 ~ piou.era were proprietal7 pl_ten. whe opened up an4 

_~ ta.ir .• atatea wita ~ir 08 reaO'llrcea or with the hal, of friends 

ad. l'elaUvesin lb.1. taia. Ooffee was t:lleir priDCipal crop, but parts 

., the:u .atate. were otten pl.anted wi ttl coooa, tea. chine"', and 

21 
J8pJ8r as a precaution .,&inst & tall. 1a the price ot ceftee. 

BJ' the 1890s rubber <IIDI \rullieMis) WM another crop which 

was il'lterplaated with cotta.. B:&\)ber had bee. introiuced into Malaya 

iB the 1& te 1870. and pl.ated ezperimentall7 at the llotan1cal hrde:ns 

ill siltcapore. 8I!ld at I:ula :Kaaeear, Perak. __ the Real"'nt, ... Low, 

.. had an estabU..bed. repu.tatioa as a botaaist. BeUeville that 

~. 'WOlWl beCfllle aa illportaat crop, I. I. Rine,., &0 Wall appointed 

D1reeter of tile Iotaaioal Gardena 1n 1818, ezperl.aellted with \:Jetter 

..,. to tap .e trees. Be also went abollt ~ planteR to plant 

mare ~r. but lae met wi tb 11 ttle suooess since the price of cotfee 

... "hit "'%'1 b1ch. In the late 1890&, however, tlle price of coffee 

feU Qutieall7 • S .. e.tates were sold or olosed while others were 

tlaaW w1ttl 8re rUaber, whieb now aowed si8DS of beoomillC a protitable 
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oro,. (1.a the dema:Ad for rubber from the expanding automobile 1nduatrJ' 

1a tllit Ualted States became greater and greater the production cd 

1"'OItlJer 1Ieoatle eael"lllllOll.sl,. profitable. '.rhe London price of a powtd of 

raWber l"eaCllitd 6s. 94. 1a 1905, declinedalip.tl,. ill 1907 and 1901, 

-t18 1910 reached the hilheat level it was ever to attain, 1211. 94. 

...... ot ., hic)l prices tile acre..- plmted wi til rQlfbQr ill Mal.,.. 

(aatnly ill tile I'.R.S.) increased drawatical.l7, frea allout 6.000 acres 

18 1800 to 541,000 acres ill 1910 md 1,074.000 acres iD 19".22 SiDes 

~ treea take at least fi,.,. ,-ears to _tv. a relativel,. small area 

was ill ~ct1on at the time of tile boom prices, 'lNt pricea remaiud 

~ ...... ---pt tor a t1ae du:s:i.q 19" &l1d 1914. to ~ producers 

s .... taDt1al profits ut11':;the sar17 19208, w8m there was a aerioua 

al1llllp. "I 

~ S (1. 191' iurope8!18 Ofted tlrree-f1ftlla of tile area plated wi til rQlf1ler 
u:..) 23' 

ill~. I -.arl,. all of thia area was on estates, while moat of the 

uea· 11\ Asian 8anda was mad. up of amallholdtDga. !hia ,.ttsm of 

--ndt.tp eat1mad ~t tllit iDtarwar yeaN. Of' a total .f 

1.122.068 acres planted with n'blJer iD the :r.K.S. ill 1924. 55 parcellt 

was .. JJtu:oope~ eatatea of one lmadred or more acres; 9 peront 

..... ~d estates, 9 percellt was .. holilillp, owud ., plaDters 

Of vus...,. aaUODali ties, of less than one hul1dre4 'tNt more than t'tAMlt7-

five &ares, a:ad 27 percellt was OD smallholdtDgs, priDctpall,. .1&1, 
Of -atJ'-ttve acres or le8s.24 A suns7 cODductad iD ",2 s)&owed that 

............ 296 oat 0'1 the :508 estates -,.,iDe au thousand or Bore 

-
22 ~ rn. Dra'bble, blt"r.&a "lea. pp.21,. 216. 

2, lIW\., P •. 216. 

24 ".EIl QateU ~UBa (1925), 1'.122. 



25 &eNS ea. while tlIe r&JIiIal~ 12 estates were c::nmed __ ChiDese. 

As tlIe ~peo:ts of rubber 'brightened atter 1900 1 t became olear 

teat tile oapt tal ~d to open a lar .. estate a.d then ma1atain 1 t 

stu t_ trees reaoMd matun tl' was 'beJ'oad the _aIlS O'f propriet&l7' 

platers. n. 1'.)1.8. coverD.'l'lent provided lGal1S to plaaters .peat. 
estates. Rt IIlOet Of the oap1tal was attraoted trem Britain. After 

1905 neulJ' all of the new Europea estates ad moet ot the old propr1eta17' 

estates were fl_ted. as COIlpmies. The l ..... sta\)l1s ... JlEtroltaat 

~ 111 S~e plqed aD. importaat part 1n the fo:naatioa of these 

~es. fb~ had olo.e OODI1eotions w1th the IM'IlrOeS of capital 111 

I.lat .......... COIl:JU7 was formed ene of these fims aoted as 

_ate te the MUd of direotors, cheeked. OIl the ~at of tile new 

estates. reoru.1ted Euopeaa lIISDq8rs ud as.istaats. aad supplled the 

estate With the mater1als 1 t aeeded tor the eaterpr1... Ia SMrt, the 
M 

~ ..... ft attraoted capital __ ass1U'i.a8 :lIIt'estors thet their 

...,. Wcnald '- oareMl~ lIISDq8d aad would ~ Jield a pod retva 

-a &ope whi. was more thaD. fultilled d\1ri. the lMIom "ears, whea the 

di'91dends of ...., OOIlpaaies were well .... r one h1mdred peroent ud 1a 

.... cu.. were O'Ier tlaree lma4red peroent. As their "1Mss as apats 

~ these &pacY' houes oJened offices 1a the 1'.)1.S.[ Two of 

-. '-at .... tiraa, Harris ... ad Crosfield' s ami kth:ri.e· s. opened 

8h'1 "r. -.. 111 I:Rala Lumpur 111 1907 and 1910 respect1velY'.J\_ 1910 there 

-re ~ ~ larce Brit1sh ~ 111 I:ual.a Lumpar; the Chartered 

.. Of Iad1a. Avatral1a aad Chiaa had opened aa apacY' there 1a 1aea. 

I'td.le the ..... aDd S ••• 1 ... aad the Meroaill. Iaak opeaed 

...... at tlte -tellt of the ru'bber lMIom. 

-
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) (}:'" plea_tift ~ber industry in two other important ways. Plrst. land. 

was . alt •• tea for rtlbber plantlng on geMrous tel"llS, and in Selacor 

at l.ut etnc1al.s aided European planters 'by meld ng 1. t more d1ft1cul t 

fer emal.lholdere to ocou"" land located advant~ly near ,overmae:Dt 

(:\' -'I ...... ) i:a ..... , lD 1907 the 8Qftl."D.ent e.tabllshed the !amil ~tlon 
Fv'~ 

.;)' ....... in orier to .tbNlate and supervi" the reCrtlitment of estate 

1abevers. A .... t". iE1&ratlon of labourers was essential aot 0Dl7 

-cause of the expaadlng ~re ... 'bllt al" ~ of the h.1aIl aath 

rate, 1Mt1a.l.7 from malarta, amonc those already ~ on these estates.) 

Ia 1910 tw.lltp...tbree peroent of the work foree OD ODe Se1aDpr estate 

tied, -tween 1910 and 1912 ODe half of tile resldent population of 

the •• tate died.
26 

A1 tholacrh 1. t had been d1JJooftred in 1898 that lIalar1a 

Jarui tee were oa.rri.d by the aaopbales .. qui to it was aot until Bhortly 

-f"ore the J'1rat World War that Br1 tlsh doctorB had e.tabl1Bhed which 

BJeClea Of the eaopheleB carried the diseaee in Ifalqa and had deftloped 

IItea'na to control these partioular speotes. One speci_ of lI8J.ar:1a

~ anopheles thrived 1n the cleared land of Mwly opened _tates, 

UIl it WU found that it could be effeoti".ly controlled 'by bu.11d1ng 

lIRie~ draina and sJ)r&71nc the streams where the 1aseeta lived 

with a llizture Of kel"Osehe and oU.27 'rhe reduction of the iaoi4eDoe 

.. lIlalarla Was a creat booa to the l"tlbber industl7 as well as to general. 

J1iIl4io -al tl:t. 

-
16 O. I.. 1iuTieon, "llaa1d1ngs of the Lut of '!he Creepers~-1-. 

l!ete..!:. '37 (1961). 345. 

21 =:: Ialoolll Watson, -'lwenty-J'1". Years of Kalar1a Control in the 
... .,. ~ .. , k,ti. IIdID, 1 (J'8ll\1.8.Z'J' 1927), 245-46. 



! A.t the ... time that Europeans were estab11sld ... ·the plantation 
... 

!'\6'ber iftd.uU7 the7 were also suooessfull,. entering the tia iadustr7. 

boll al.101& .. , 1900 Iwopean Jd.ns m.a.a,pre were 1D.f1uential in I:trinsiBG 

aboat o~ in pvel"DiDlent polio,. which were to their advantage. !he 

..... litien of "I'artou renllUe tarms atter a ereat deal of pressve trom 

J lui.rapea __ ra, as ~_11 as tra other C(Wll"tel'S, _aDt that Chi_sa 

oe.pltal1sts ooul4 110 lo~ re17 Oft profits trom these tarms whea the 

sale ot tin .. not showiDe a profit. Partl,- 'because of the brea1d.n.r 

up of the aeo2l'et lJ8C1etie., th.rouch whioh the7 had controlled their 

~, 8IIIl t1le ~ .clema:D.4 tor lal:tour the Ch1Dese m1Be owal'S were 

aleo !&Ceo. w1th ri.iDC lallour costs. III addition to 1abo'ar costs, 

moant that Ili.a:iac would now han to be do1le ... llishl7 capital inte_in 

methods. !he EU1"O:pe«Da were able te raise this capital ... tloatiDc 

1iatte4 l1abUit7 compaa1e.. Ia the late 1890s liMropeau succeeded in 

~ the teallm1q_s of ~c IIS.Sac to the eKtractien of th, 

&:ad. 11& 1912 the,. iBtroduced the first bwdDtt~. T1Ie Chi_se were 

\JlIi&1Ile to raise the i ....... aoat of capital "'-d to ..,ete with 

~Jean~. Ia 1910 Oh1lle .......... II1Ms aUll ~ 78 

pereat of Jral.qat. tin, \Nt _ 1929 hropeaD __ a produced 51 perceat 

J fit the total. lMriDC these ",ana two British firms, the Straits 'rr:ad1Da 

~, wb10k ... the 1890s was alread7 _1 tiDe a h1ch proportloa of 

t1n ...... 11& the I4al.aV Sta .. , and the Eastera Smelti1lSC~, took 

-.1" --17 all _1 tiDe of tin prodv.ced 1a Ialqa.28 'I 
.--' 
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...... r aM tin were the two main. supports of the •••• S. e~ 

aM theretore the main souroes of gon:rnment rennue, either directly 

in the tora of duties on exports or indirect17 in the form of railwq 

o~s or tuas on actin ties related to rab'ber and tin. As noted, 

COWrament ren .. s Boared ia the ,.ears 'before the lirst Worl' War. 

l'.n:a these revenues the govermaent wa able t. oreate a oiv11 service 

w1'd. •• a ft1!7 la.rp in O'OItpariBon to those of Bri t1U territories with 

aiaUe pepd.atiOlB, 'build ratlftJ'll. roads, and puhUo bu11tiaa'a and 

~ 'V'Uious Booial -moea; &ad eve., in 1912, to sive the Imperial 

Pftraaat a llattleB1'd.p, B.H.S. WID- In OO'Atrut to the ,.ars 11~ 

to .9' 9. the peri04 f'rOIl 1920 onwards wu ollar_tensed b7 creat 

f11lOtuat1cma 1a PV'8rament rennues &ad iD. the .,aera1 prosperi V of 

the •• K.S. _ the prion of l'Ub'ber aDd. tiD. rose aM teU iD. reapoue 

to *nc:'-. ~ iD. the unte« States &ad Europe. As a result of' the 

l*It-war sl\'U!Q in Amerioa and. Europe, F.H.S. gove1'lUllaat revenues feU 

trOll 112,000,000 in 1920 to '52,000,000 1a 1922. A reWli'a to prosperi V 

... tae 1tl1l-1920s was followed 117 a much more .eftre sl., in the earl,. 

19308 'tike. the Uldte4 States was 1a the ld.4at of' the dep-eealon. '!he 

Ya1»e Of' ~r ezported f'rom the f..LS. tell trom '202,000,000 in 

1929 t. 1:n,000,000 in 19'52, while t1a exports tell trom 1117,000,000 

'" I,. ,000,000 over' the same period. Govermaeat reftD.'I1es. whick _, 

---.. a ,.. ot 1105.000,000 1a 1927, 4ropped from 182,000,000 in 

1929 to 147,000,000 in 19" despite attempts to raise re .... e .. \v 

~1ac tues on iapGrta_ 29 It was not uatil 19'''' that the so~rse.t'. 
--- ~...o. to its 1929 level. 

-
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Ba'dng looked at the role of' Europeans in the economic developaent 

Of' • F.M.S .. 8Bd the eCOl'lOllYts dependenoe on rubber and tin, we need. 

to refer brief'lJ' to the population s;rowth whioh took pla.oe as the 

ecOllOlq ezpand.4. As 'fable 1 shows, the popula.tion of' the four states 

i~ f'roa 418,509 in 1891 to 1 ,0,6,999 in 1911 and reached 

1,71',096 ia 19". letween 1891 aDd 19" the lIa.layaian population 

i~ from 2:51,551 to 59',n1 as a rerot Of' aatw.-al increase aDd 

~t1oa :trOll various parts o:t the arohipe1aco.. '!'heir sise as a 

proportioa of the total populatioa of the 1' .... 3. t ~r, decl1ae4. 

(a 18 aaon. 1a Ta'ble 2) trom 55 percent in 1891 8Bd 46 percent in 1901 

(w .... a acre reliable ceDSlIS wu taken) to '5 percent in 19". '1'be 

reasoa for the relative deol1ne o:t the Halayaian population wu the 

massive immip'at10nU' Chinese and In4ians. ':be Ch1nese, who 1a '9" 
were 42 percent of the population of the 7.. lI.S., came to work 1a the 

t1a II1nea, to tra4e, and, a the rubber indllStrJ developed, to work as 

la'bourers on eatatea. Because of tbe1r preponderance in CQmIIle1'Oe aad 

other ~ activities the Chinese formed the la:rceat sectioa of' the 

populat,ion of' tons in the F.R.S. 'fhs population of Kuala LWIlpur 1a 

1884, after ten 7ears of British rule in Sel8D8Gr, va 4,054; it 1acreased 

to 19,020 in 1891, 46,718 in 1911, and 111,418 ill 19". In 1901 the 

C~.. COIQrtaed 72 percent of the town t a population. .,. 19" their 

sIaue wu aomewbat aaaller, 62 percent, beoallSe of the ~ 1'1U'II.erioal 

1atewt&aoe of Ind1ans. In 19" IMida made up 23 pe:rceat of Kwala 

~t8 POpulation. aile onl7 10 perceat were JIa.l.qaiaas. The Indians, 

~8i_ 22 Jerceat of' the populatloa Of' the F.R.S. 111 1931, were 

-81'i17 COMeatr&te4 in the ru1lJber indllStrJ'-ia ·19" a .. what over half 

ot aU IaU.ans were li'ri.rlg on estate.1 the rema.:Sndv 1Mre labourers in 

0tlle:r aot1Y1t1ea _h as 'tbe rail • .,. or 1Mre 8!!ppd 111 various forme 



TABLE 1 

DE POPDLATIOB OF THE F.M.S., 1891-19" 

1stt 1901 1911 1921 '9" 

'M'alqalana 231,551 313,205 420,840 510,821 593,731 

Ch1Deae 16",429 :501,46., 4"",244 494,548 711 ,540 

In41_ 20,154 58.386 172,465 305,2t9 '79,996 
Otllers ',315 5,541 10,450 14,302 27,829 

Total 418,509 678,595 1,036,999 ",24,890 1,71',096 

§:Q!IilDI11 1891 ficu.res: I'.LS. 1901 Ceasua, Perak '1'ahle 1, Selancor 
Table 1, Bean SeUUan Table 1, Pa.l1aDC Table 1 J 1901, 1911. and 1921 
f1pres from British lfalqa 1921 CeB.SUS, pp.tS, 29; 1931 f1gttres from 
British Halqa 19" Ceaaus, Table ,. 

TAILE 2 

RELATIVE SIZES OF TIlE THREE MlIB ETDIC Gl'tOUPS 

m TIE F.M.S •• 1891-19" 

1stt 1901 1911 1921 1931 

~ 55.' 46.2 40.6 :58.6 34.7 
Oki-. '9.1 44.4 41.8 37·.' 41.5 
ID41ans 4.8 8.6 16.6 2'.0 22.2 
others 0.8 0.8 1.0 1.1 1.6 -
'fetal 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 



of trade. la both of the priacipal illlBigrant OGIBl:mit1_ mea greatlY' 

ou~4 WOIlea, tho. the imbalance 1IU ~Y' red\Wed U more 

~ _re ~d 'b7im~ liviD« coadit1one t~ settle ia the 

COWit'bT ad raise faUles. In 1901 the Old._.. ooaun.i t7 contaiaed 

10 tell8lee tor eve17 hlladred meles. 'but in 19" the f~ W&8 49. For 

lU.lane -. ratios ia 1901 and 19" were " and 55 respeotive17.:50 

1a addit10a to labourers and traders a small .... 1' of non-Europ8ans 

_re attll;acW to the Hal.,. States 'b7 opporUmi ties for _pl~t ia 

tile 8fIft~t. la the e&1'17 :rears of Br1 tid rtde a very hiP prcpor

t10a of olerka &ad other eu.bordiaates were Jaffaa (0871oa) !am11s, 1f1Io 

0UIe ha .. area where there were III8.DJ' JI1eelG f!IGlloole, and luruiane. 

~te of the Port'que_ and Dutch ia lIal.acoa. 1f1Io lIad received aa 

EDaU. etllloaUon ia the Straits Bettleaeate. It wu act until 100&1 

studeate 'be_ to craduate fl'Oll the Victoria lasti tution, opened ia 

Kuala ~ 1a 1894. and other EDcliBh schools that the aovernment 

and. private employ-ers were no lonser dependent oa immierants to fill 

tl!eir eubordiDate staffs. 

!be JOp\l1at1oa of the I' ••• S. was one of great 4iTersiV. 5t 

thia diversi V 1JU ia fact _ch creater than !au leen e'Q8Psted. 1'he 

~ were 4ivided into mJtIle1'ft8 41aleot crouPS. of which the laqest 

were the Caatoneae. Bakke •• and Bokkiene. Oae of the eaall.er grou.Ps 

were tile Ball_ (.ina __ ). who are of iatereet ia thie etv.dl" eiaoe 

~ lWft14e .. tbe peat ~ori V of 4011&et1o .ervaate -plo78d 'b7 

...... -. Old ..... kaown u Straite or Balla Ohi __ uual17 i_nUfie" 

themae&_. wi. one of the 4ialeot ~}NI. l:Mt lJecaaae 0:1 lOB&' resl_nee 

ia ... Straits Bettl_ate and 'because the,. were Brit1eh 8"~ecte and 



were otte •• tlu.cated. in Engl1sh the7 were a dist1DCt social ..... 

.,..,. we .. _re _rollS aDd. intl_ntial in the straits Settlements 

theuelfts, 1Mt ... foad aplO3"ll'tnt in the Mal.,- states as .... rRI1IIm.t 

~tes or ia 'bu1MS.. ~ the Indians there was a great 

itT.rlli" of "o71es. ill .state workers were from aov.thern India. the 

'au.. -:lite .." tar the larpst group. A -U ~r or Indiau oems 

tria the ~'" of these the mest notable were the Ss.Jms, ma:I27 of 

........ o~ brouPt to the states 'OJ' the British to help form 

.. Ptll .. torees. .Among the ~t Ha.l.qsians wen lavaaese, ~ 

of .. -l"8 -tate la'bourersJ lan3erese, various Suaatran ,.o71esl 

... ~, m&l'q' ot whom were empl0784 'OJ' !.ItIrepeans as I'l"OOIIII and 

later as~. In addition to the three main etJmic p-ou.ps there 

"l"8 -all ~h of Siamese. meat ot wheal were in PeftlkJ Japanese, 

.. lD .. ,. .. _fore the first World War were wi tit few exceptions 

,...Ut._a, 81'ld, as Ilen.tioned, Jatf'Da 'amUs and Eurasians. 

PgJ,itiogl. CJwppe 

As BUOJeaa estates and mines .... oame mere _roue and. mere important 

'- ........ Buopeaa tm.off1.o1ala (i.e., tho8e in plantbc. 1dDiDa'. .. . 
-roe &8 oppoeed. to the varlous govermaent services) iDCreas1nCl7 

--ted. ... aQ' in the tormation of BOV8rmaent pol101es. A EtIroJean 

..... "'1' ... appointed. to tll.e Selaapr State Oou011 1n 1900. and 

-"r 1Iaett1e1al ... appoiated to t_ Peru State Counc11 in 1905, 1Mt 

--'" - "'-se OfN.llGils cave lmOtfioials almest no opportlmi t,- to aUect 

--..... t polio,'. Bftn _fore 1900 tlIe State Council. had. bee. rf!Hbloed 

'" ~. 'Idld.eh _re17 ratif1ed deoisions alread7 made '" the Reaidents 

814 ... R.Sl~ rather than -!Dc p1aoeIJ wMft !estslatioD. was 

talt1ated.. Unofficials therefore wanted some ld.Dd of tederal oouaoll 



..... creaW D10h would &1:.,e them a mea:otDChl voice 1a abapiBs 

J011 __ whioh aftMted tact11" livelihood. 

,1 

Sir Joia ~OD. who 'beoae Govemor in 1904. $1.- waated __ 

torm of te4el'al eouacu. Both Aad.nOB and the Ooloaial Office 'believed 

that "cutz.al ....... U would IIake tact pass iDa o'llecie1atiOB DJ.Ch euier 

.. ....u ..... pea'ter wd.f01"JDitJ" of 1qielatioa witbia the '.JI.8. 
lat it .. _hl).y beoau.ee ke acreed vith .. Uidals that the,. should 

tab a more aetive part ill COftrDBl.ellt tltat ill »ecember 190'1 .AJa:dereoa 

~W tk$ a.1oaial Ottice' s :pe1'mi8sioa to establiall a fe4eral 

.... U. At the time of federation. dee1ared. A.ndeftOll Sa. a s:peecll Sa. 

~ .... -izw that tke ad.s1ai8tration vu CNmCernei with vu 

~ tile .pint_ of the Dative ralera and. the PDtral work of 

......... tile OO8t17_ Bow with a very oOtl8iderable Euro:pe_ papal&

ti-. vi. a "'1'7 larp amm.mt of Ezwlillh capital ud even fcreip 

__ tal blveaW in .e88 states ••• 1t 1s dea1ra'1e tkat pa'110 

~. •• opinton of the intl'WIllt1al 0<HIII'IIGIl1 tJ". should kave more 

dbe.t -tlet u4 that tact Go ... e:rmaent 8houl4 'be ~ucht more d1reotlJr 

face to tace Vi th the 01'1 t10ism of tho8e whose affairs the,. kave to 
~ " 

...... It UteI' oons1dera'1e del.,.. d1lriJal' which ABderaon prodded the 

a.J._al Ottioe __ reportizw the reque8ts of unofficial ~t n.ob. 

.. "- Plaate1'8' .AsSOCiation of JIala7&. for repreeentat10n on a OOW1Oll, 

.. a..-tar.r ot lta'te pve his apprcmtl. to the Goveraor's plane. '!he 

~ a.unou. wll10h met for tke first time Sa. December 1909, kad 

'--W'lOftioial •• 1'8,aa well aa the JI:1P 0Glllll1881oner. Re814ent

~. • fov !teal4eats. _d. the four Rulers. The fov .. ftloial8 -
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PiN8ft were JIl1IOk tae same .. thoM eDjo,.... .. tllle lut .... l ... t-General. 

!IMt 1 ..... of 4eoentraltutia emd. 1n partioul .... the ,..t ef 

Okief 8eOJ'etu,- were at the Mart of the _in po1itice1 oontrOYereiea 

of tae intewU' 78an-at 1 ... t thoM contrO't'el'8ie. U1 wMch the Bri 1;18h 

.re 1l1reet17 laYo1ved.. In the ,..ara after the format1a of tbe Yederal 

Oo1mcil the I:alere ~ iBcre .. 1DclJ' d.i_tiatied. vith thelr poaiti0B8. 

'fh.etr 41 ___ t 1fIU he1ciltened. .... n __ ,. ......... dtbe relative indepen-

dence .IQ.,.... ..,. tile Sultema U1 the UDt."rated. Ilalq states. B.v the 

treaties wId.6 ~ made w1th tlle Br1tlsllltedah.. Per1ls, Xelanta, 

~II_. ant J~ accepted Br1 tlah adriHI'B ratMr tlIaIl R.sidents. 

In 191' ~ after the northern atatea lIad. .... 1IIltle1' Brl tish pro

tectt-. Aaderaon ezp1a:ine4 to tJut Secreta:r.v of state 't.'bat &del' eslst

i,. oonditioaa it 1fRld. ,. ~l1l4ete 1It1.uc :ts4all 1&te the federation. 

!he tlrat Ir1 t1sh A4vlaer to Xe4ah, au otn.d.al with 10lt8 esperience 1n 

• J.LB ...... Straits Settlements, attempted to adm1JI1ster tae 

state u • aea14eat WOIlld 1a one of the fe"rated atates, bat tM Jfalq 

eUte. whiq v .. trad1tiona1.17 more .. tied than thou of the weat-coaat 

states to • aO'tlth aad which :Aled. aatate wMolllld aM ,... d.1arttpted --- t_ ... tia, sucoeaaf"all7 reta1ne4 s1p1ft.oaut }lOftl'8.
32 In 

...,. .,. J~ l'88eIIII4ed the .at-coaat statea in tM fed.eratloa, -t .. to the f'orcetulneaa of' ita Sultema the Brltilill lld to "m:hdster 

the atate 'IIltil IIOre deterence to Hal.ay' wiahes. The Sultan of Perak Ilad 



the SQ1te.mt ot theM ad the other 1il:ft.tedera'te4 statea in Id.ral wilen 

~ a visit .. lq1aud in 1924 he asked the Seoret&l7 of State to 

restere to the Rulers, Residents., and State OO\m.e1la the JOWers wb10h 

he aa1d. were ftP'tf1iIl.l.J' theirs _~ to treaties made between the 

Irit1ala ... the lIal.,. blers." 

Ia ~ '925 the Iovemv, Sir L8II1'eUOe Gu.illiMrd, aD!loueed 

Ala )IOUOJ' of ...... tralillation, the ke,. to wb1oh, he said, wu the 

~ of the poet of Oh1et Seoretar,.. QuUleurd-& P'OJOSals met 

wlth ...... nt ."..lti .. troa :mvo,.aa aad OhiDeae U'Il8fticlal& on the 

~ ~11. the,. fu.red e1tl1ler that the __ Cosi_ioner, DOll 

the.~ aa VlRlllJmpathe'tic to the &,..1&1 aeeda of 'tile I'.I:.S., 

.....u take ..... 1' .. powers held _ the Chiet Secreta:l7 ... 'that it real 

10*1" were v_t.lTd to the states the md.V f ata.1dlltJ'. aad. henoe 

~c preapertt,- of the federation would be .... l"JIdaed. GuUleMrd 

.. foroed te lIf' uide this part of his FOarD. Ia order to eabaDoe 

the 4tcalt,- of the Ralera he :bad tMm ~)tlaoed 1a tM Pa4eral CouacU 

(WIllek _ ... 1aelllded. several IIlOre otfl.cia1a ad uetticials than 1a 

'901) .l)' Wal.,. -uettic1&1s- (DtC8t were 1a fut cove~t servaats) t 

.... tel t DtCre tree to partioipate activel,. 1a the __ tea. 8s1Uemard' 

~ ..... tile atatesellPU,. DtOn ocntrcl .ver their en f~~. _t 
it .. the Real_a_ rather than tM I.ulers Do beaefited trout t!d.s -., . 

. I. the "'1,-19108 uother Qovemor, Sir CecU Clementi t ~d. 

Gal ai·~ ~'tlfA111 ~ of de .. atralisaUon. It was hie a11a te 

-
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ab8e:1lO8 of arJ.'1 chell.... to British rul •• ! i There wu at times tat.na. 
--' '-, 

political aotiviq a.1ItDDC the CbiDe •• , 'but this 1fU mainly concerned 

with ~a wld.o1l were 'taldrag plaOG ta ChiBa~ fA 18.1"", seotia of the 

ChiDe .. popdatioa took 11 ttl. interest ta poli tioa, and ... actively 

1IAitp~4 "lti •• rule~\ Roreove1", tlte "lt18h weft &1I1e effectivelY 

to ........ .., Cld.llese orsam.aati_ or irI41rii12al whoae activities 

~/ .,. W1.Ted IIdc'Ilt euWert Jlri tid athoriq.:55 ~ Ia4iaDS there 

was s_ toUtical aetiviq, 'but tb1a dealt with ... i ... _ as ..,...m-
_l1t ~.,...t, cdtu.nsM" &ad workirag 00ft41t1es tor estate la~rs 

J re.tlte1" tba the catiJa1.at1_ of lritis:b. Nle." (~ the latter 1'&1"t 

of • 1~ there were sipa of fa ~ JDlitlnl ccmseiousaess .... 

JIIaltqa. It is nctable bQweve1" tbat JIaRf' pol,ltioalll' active JJal.IqIJ 

wishe4 to prateot lfalJq 11'1teftsts ill relati_ to the Cldseee ratll.er 

.... to ~ _ •• to Ir1t1sll rule and that the _t eueessNl 

poll t10al ~tla wu tlmItoatri. '" ari.atooratie a.1ap, ... ofWIS 

~d their loyalq to the Ir1t:la:b..57J la lIvopeo.,... .t l8ut, 

Ialara. w_ t:b.sretore a ~ po_t.1 p1aoe in ~ to 11ve. 

ttUtOflethe1"·, ... lStH .. 'rialtor 1ft t:b.s late 1".,., ....... is _ 

.... a lad u _ eeul.d "'1" lIlGpt to t1r.t4-& If 01.7 Edell 1a 1dd.dl 

... am1s ecmteDte4 with ld.s atat1_, &ad doea _t wid for ....... 36 

" s.. I!ac lob hal. ·The J:umd:ata:Dc ill IlalQa, 1912-194''', ~a 
........ M&M .. .", 2, :tie. 1 (~196'), 1-41. . 

" --~ Jill,. Ja W"&I_lii_IID .... __ t02. 

" ""' ••• IIU.,U •• o:b.ap'ter 1. 

,. ~. a. JlaeCa11_ 800t1:;, 1II .... iEaII (LGD6cm, '''').. p..29. 
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Figure 1 GROWTH OF THE EUROPEAN POPULA TION IN THE F.M.S., 1880 -1940 

• European population of F.M.S. at census years . 

- Rough estimate of European population 
between census years. 

• European population of Kuala Lumpur 
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Figure 2 The Maxwell Family 

REV PETER BENSON MAXWElL, 1778-1865 

MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM 
(Indian Army) 

[5 sons in India, 1 in Nigeria] 

PETER BENSON, 1843 -78 
(C.S., 5.5. and British Guiana) 

SIR WILLIAM GEOR GE, 1871-1959 
(C.S., F.M.S.: Chief Secretary) 

LOUI SA, 1845 -1928 
married E. E. ISEMON GER 

(Colonia 1 Treasurer, S.Sl 
[Sons: Brit. Nth. Borneo C.S. 
Indian Police; Lecturer in 
Japanese, London Univ.] 

CHARLETON NEVILLE, 1872-1940 
(C. 5., F.M.S,! 

married MARY ZEINAH MARl CAN 
[5 children: 3 daughters married 

planters in Malaya.] 

SIR PETER BENSON, 1816-93 
(Chief Justice, 5.5.) 

SIR WILLIAM EDWARD, 1846-97 
(C.S.,S.S.; Governer, Gold Coast) 

ERI C FRANK O'HARA, 1873-1929 
(Solicitor, F.M.S.) 

[Son: Lawyer in Malaya after 
World War II.] 

SOURCES: Sir William George Maxwell, The Annals of One Branch of the Maxwell Family in Ulster, 

Second edition (Kuala Lumpur, 1959); Who Was Who. Note: C.S. - Civil Service. 

GENERAL SIR GEORGE VAUGHAN 
((ndian Army) 

ROBERT WALTER, 1847-97 
(Inspector-General, 5.5. Police) 

LT.-COl. DENIS W 
(Indian Army.) 

FRANCIS RO., 1849-97 
(Sarawak C.S.: Resident) 

GERALD VERNER 
C.S., Fiji and Kenya) 

\.Jl 
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who Jo1Ded the civil service in Ialaya performed less well OR the 

ex_illation tb.aB. uq who Joined the Oe1'lon Oivil Service. Betweea t906 

and. 1914 onl1' four aen who had scored IU._ e.OUI'h to choose 087'1_ it' 

the1' ha4 wished decided to come to HalayaJ a tew yeU'B later three Of' 

the. were to express their recret for having made this choice. 32 

!he fact that a career in Ifalqa wu reprtled relativel1' lmf'a'V'OUr

a'bl1' b1' caadidates did not med that ttw oinl service in Ralaya was 

pttir.w .e. ef )lotloeabl1' lower 8081a1 staaU. or academic abUl ty __ 

were the other services. fhis co ... ShOWll "" lOOld.Jac at the ta».e 'Of 

marks for the 1909 eUJlSnatio)l. Of' the 214 who eat tor the exam1atton 

there were OIl11' 71 nccesstul oddtdates. Beoause Il8.!Q' of those who 

took the exwaation and did well had indicated that they were not 

interested in one of the services, UIJ1I&117 ttw Itutern CadetslU.ps, 

the 71 st successM candidate wu in faot raDke4 98th oat 'Of' 

aU who took the examinatie, bu.t e:l:cept at tl3ie lr1;Ia. and In eada 

of the Hale there was not a creat re.np in fIal"ks, aD4, 1IlOre000r, there 

was considerable variation in the nbjeots take... hat Of' these who 

took the examinatioB, whether the1' were sueessM or not. ltad a p.w.ltlio 

" I 4_. . school-uai versi tJ' e4ue. tie. 8 &aJ' cue, .I.A .. ..,. were those who 

obos. lalaJ& the lowest et the examiDef)s, as OM writer has stated, 

Iler eaa it be olaiaed that the1' were ·etten almost 1i terallJ' the sora,... 

_ •. 01' the e11c1»'.s· barrel ttl' 34 !hose recrut tel. to Ialaya were 1 .. 

32 lld.i •• Appendix IV J, pp.474-76. 

" P .... B. Despatches from Secret&r7 of State, 10. 276. 22 October 1909. 
AIR. 
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Cl!IAPTER , 

EllROPIUJIS IJ( TD HALlY S!A~, 1S80-1900 

When laaMlla lird visited S-..i lJ3_, S.latWOr, aad Perak 1n 

1879 she met the ~or1t7 of the 'law Bvepeau liv1DC in tllos. stat.s. 

At S.raallan, wh10h she reached attar a tedi01lS 30'1D'1le7"" st .. la1moh 

from Jralacca, WA1R u, the L1JIcI1 1U: ... r, and tltq .... rland ..,. f.t and 

'by oarriaae. aha oNemd haw the Resideat, Captain JIa:rra7. li .... d aloae 

ud pel'torJllH all the 41lti8. ot COftra1Jlc -Ida Uttl8 Jdq4a". At 

D.a:ae Bloomfield Do'aslas ruled as if hi. haideaq ezpeetad .. immaeat 

.ia .. , IU.. Bird was not iIlpras •• d by the speed wi til wllioll the 

hsideat'. mea respoaded to a preteaded alara. At a olluroh serrios 

atteDdecl ., the aatire white populatloa of ..... _ and two wome. "the 

OODF'8Ptioa sat UDder oae pmk:alt. and the Realde.t UDder .. other". 

Atter a .llort stq in PeDaDC Bird ra.oIled fa1p1Dc '" .team launoJl aad 

abarrie. '!here the As.istant Resideat a:ad the of'ftoera ia oharaa .1' a 

det __ at of 81k1ae bd • tr1eadlJ' arpIl •• t e"17 e .... itt,.. at diaer. 

AD uacomtortaltle eleplumt ride ltrovcllt the traYel1.r to Kuala K ...... , 

headquarters of the lasid •• t ..... Low,' .... d.aUap wita.. the Ba1ara 

made a verT taTOlIraltle impressioa oa bel'. "lI1s JII81IDer i8 as quiet and 

_pretendi. as can posa11t17 be, ad he ape" to Hal.,.s as raspect8u117 

as to Europeans. _1 ther lower1JJg there..,. Ida ova dip1 V nor theirs. 

ApparaDt17 they lllaft tree access to Ida d1lr1l1C all lMNre of da:1l.111lt • " • • 

After retva1ac to faipiD8 Ilia. Jird wa T1e1 ted Iv' two CQ10a plaatera 

who ware looldlt&' tor land on whioll to cultivate ooffee, and she learaed 

of a 800t8ll&l1 • was a1rea47 plaatiDC in Perd IN.t was 1nteD.dl.l1c to 

lin It up. AD EDal1sh1fOllSl1, • a product .r imperfect cl'9'1liaatioat', 



whom Bird acoomparded on tlM la\UlCh baok to PeIllilllC. was ODe of tlM .,..ry 

fe .. otJJ.er Europeans she met duriBC her fi.,.. weeks a tJJ.e ~ States.' 

fti. chapter looks at the Europeans in the Malq State. from tJJ.e 

time of I .. 'tIella Birdts visit WltU aIlorU7 after tederation. 'llle firat 

seutiem desori'tle. British atUtude. towards tlM people the,. had come to 

seTem and how their relati0D.8 with the.e people ~ at! the 1'AI.:re .... 

looks in detaU at the powth of Iu:ropean eocietv in bala LwIptr. In 

the decade and a half after the llesideno,. was IlOYed there 111 1 eao 

INropeana 1i'ri.q ill bala Lumpur created iastitu.tio. 1IId.eJl were ~ 

eRdva into the 1930e (and a tlM oaee of tMlr aaa 01 .. 1I1to the 

1970.) -.t eaer .. d. as & c01lllUllit,. oM.raoteriaed. '" important internal 

.ooial diri.ioas. flIough '" the 1890a tJJ.e Britislt. were ane to lead. a 

wqof lite Ilore Mar17 like that in their .... 1aad. the,. .""1" reprded 

tJJ.euel.,... as settlers. Bow 'tIelief. luropeana b.ad. .... , tJJ.e wq the 

tropical cllllate affected thea prevented theIl from .. wac the :Ialq 

States a peraanent b.oIle and. the steps the,. 'tIecaa to take to overcome 

tJJ.e ~ed ettects of the olillate are tJJ.e ~.cte .f the tb.1:rd 

seotiem. BJ.e fiDal .ection takes a '&Drief 1 .. at ... of tJJ.e ....... 

widell took: pl. ... withia the h:ropean cOJlllll'8ld.t,- imIlediate17 atter fed.eratiem. 

QU1ct'l. ad the "HI 1IJ1t0MtU 

~ the ear17 ,-ears of Jr1 tielt. rule officials were llrwcb.t a~ 

COI.'lStant caat.t with lfalqa. In Jart. tb.1s was & rH'lIlt of lriUah 

po1i07- JToIl tile ~ there was DO doubt 111 the lIli.D.da of omotal. 

a Ifalqa that v_te.,..r the expressed riews of tJJ.e Colonial Ottice 



British ftadvice" in taot meant direct adIIiDistl'atioa of the states. 

XeTertM1ess the Resideats did hOpe to wiD some aoce:ptuce of their 

poUcies from the JIa1&J'S. lI1roh's assassiDatioa in 1875 had led to 

a ezpedi tioa into Pera1t which c1"r&8h.ed the main oppoai tioa te the Br1 t1sh 

preseace there. 'but it had also demoJlstrated to the 1:1r1tish that the;y 

could net rule without 8.'f'l¥ reprd tor JIal.q se_ibUi ties. 17 the 1 aeos 
Residents were choeea p'iJIar1.1;y tor their Jmow1ed&e ot tl!8 1faltQ"B ad 

a1d.lit;r to 1O'"l"D vith ti.l'm'J:lesS tempered vith tact, the cca'b1Datioa 

ot virtues wl:d.ch a1loft all otJaers was valued in tJaese tOl"B8tiw JMrs. 

Ia the J'ears after lI1roh'a assus1Datlon the State Coacl1s serwd the 

purpose of allowlDc Residents to ezplaia *-ir policies, to 1IOdit;y the 

"A'q the,. were to be carried out. and to b.ow when a prO'JOSM la, rep-

1atioa. or appoiatmeat miCht 'be O'ftrwhsladDl'll' Ob.1ectioaa'ble to the RalaJe. 

A. t a lower lew1 District otficers were ezpeoted '" the R .. i4eats to 

bep the .... rDmeat in tOUich wi til A.siaa ree11up __ 'beSlw fud.Uar with 

ewr'l' .. pect ot their districts, k:aow1Itc all the leatila people, and 

belftl' availaW. at all hours ot the dq to Uate. to ~ wIlo ... 

complaints a1lou.t the pwrameDt or wIlo SOWCht a4Yioe OIl penODal or 

tflldl.7 _tters. the Distriot otfioers of' 8uJIIp1 JJ.1Oft1', tor eD1lP1e, were 

advised tbat s1ace JIaltQ"B are net aoc_tOIIed to rep1ar of'ftoe hours 

.,.. should 'be aooessi1ae at all t!.mee t tor otherwise there was the 

daapr of ttdisooateat 1trn1D1' • • • without aa otficer k:aow1Itc 8IQ"th1Dc 

a1lou.t i tft •2 

Clrotastaacee as well .. ottioial polio,. ellO~ c10ee relatiODS 

betweel'l Jbi. t1ah officere and the ,..p1e the,. ..,..1"D84. Siaoe trawl 



about d1atricts on korsebaok, on foot, or .,. 'boat wu elow, of'f'ice:ra 

not 0Dl.7 spent a oouidera"'le amount of t1me awq froa tIleir _~:ra 

rui tiDe ka1I.JIOIIP lNt alao found it dlt:f'tcul t to travel to ... t hnpean 

friends 1D other stat1O!18. em. ottic1al ezp1atned tJat he IIad. ...... 

a~e to collect a __ I' of' I'alq folk tales ~ lie was one of 

those •• who "bave for tile •• t portion of' their of'ficial life been 

oUipd to look tor oaQaJl1ouJd., of the nat1ve to whUe .",. ... ot 

their leiaure time".' 

I C One of tile _t str1Jd.J:1c upeets ot tb1a relat1ODSh1, was tile 

adJ&1rat1on oftioials ezpreued for lIalap. !'lie Bri tie a1rAorre4 ... 

featurea of traditional Ka1a;r aootev, a ... u ~ ad slavery, 

and set alleNt eracU.cat1Da' them. Ja4 offioials tre~t17 dHori.d tile 

JJalqa as laq, part1ou1ar17"11 tlle7 faUed to reapond as tM Bri t1_ 

hoped.,. 1t'01ill4 to 80118 coverlllll8llt :11l1t1at1ve. fila faUve of' tile 

. JJalqa 1ft one Sel.aDcOr diatriot, tor ezaaple, to rupoad to the Distriot 

Officert s attempts to ))ave tlaem adopt BJtc11ah pl"'- tor rice ou1 t1fttiOD 

1f'U ezp1a11led aa a result of' their ·_~1 .. t_ •• 4 .... r .. le88 

tllere was Jm10h about the JJalap and their &OO1ev 1fh1ft Bri.tish. of'f'101ala 

professed to adJd.re. '1'he lfalqa' love of laIuat1ac, ~, _d o-.z

sports .. telaed tlaat of Bncliah p;t~c school 111m fit tb.e late Victoria 

period. 'rile :pace_try of I'alq l"OJ'alt7 oo11lo1ded with a love of JOIIP 

ad c1rcl1IHtace _ldcll tile Bri tisJl alreaq possessed lNt wJd.oh was 

lle1a1ltened .,. tb.eir new poa1 t10n u tile covern1Dc ell te of the IIal.cQ' 

States. WIletller of IdP or 1 .. 1'IIIDlt Jfal.,.a 'Weft ~ u perfect 

centleMll, the VPloal JIalq ... courteous, reserved, and Jet 1Dte1l8817 

proU. ad 81..,.. reaq to detead. lds Jlo1lour. 

't til 

, §I6IMqr ....,..., 2 (6 Ooto_r 1893), 23. 

4 tilillPlE ;; ... 3, 4 (20 SeptemlMtr 1895), 1. 



Al thovP 011 Dl8n7 occaslO11S Br1 tiall oftlc1als eQ1'e8..a their 

exasperation at tlle seem1Dc 188bill ty of lfalap to ~ tlletr 1IQ'8. 

the,. are creatl.7 attraoted to the ieudal oharaeter of Jf.al.q .oeieV. 

whioh tke7 t.acJaed 0108817 re ... 14ed their om society in s... era lcmc 

'betore the tndWJtrlal RevollltiOl1. ".A.bo't'e all ~," wrote Swettenba, 

the Ialq "1. CODSe1"'f'atlve to a degree, 1. proud aud toni of M. oountrJ' 

&ad his people, venerates hi. anoient O'Utoa aud trad1 tlona" and "tears 

hi. Rajas". .reover, the Kal.a7s bad "a proper re.Jleot tor COI18t1tu:te4 

&llthorltT'.5 In other words, Jfalqe appeare4 to aII.ow to British ott101als 

the ... defere .. whioh the,. are &OC'II8to.d to __ their tradit10asl 

ruera. Aooord1ac to Buch oUttord, Do wu t_.". ,.va -t1Dcr .. lde. 

aud theD bsldest of PaIwIc, the IIalq posee.sed " ... • t the .oat 

characteri.tic C(11a1it1ea of the EncliU £8DU .... -he 18 &_o1ute17 and 

.upreal7 ..... ot himself"'. It was prea1ae17 ___ • of this C(11a1i V 

tltat 1 t would Dever oeev to a 1falq to "as.- a1n of ..-u. tI' or 

·8",.1'101"1 tt". It was theretore ,...lbl. to ........ IDt1z1ate trieJld 

of a I'alaJ'" and to "share the 881Ie hut wi til J!da tor 1088 periods of 

time ••• wltkout there 1Mt1Dc ar.r, risk of tard.l1ar1V ~ OODtampt, 

or ot the I'alq ta1datr advatace of hf.a peai t1OI1 to U. ,... in the rilta 

or to oall 70U 'Q' JVIIr Chri.t1a aame".. It was 0I'llI' ..... tew Ialqs . 

• Jaa4 \teeD eJ:p088d to too JIU.Ch eduoatlOD, o1&11aad OJ.i.ffori, who are 

"al.Iloat as ofte .. lve and t .. Uiar as a low-oute liUrepea".' statements 

siailar to tlao.e 'Q' Swettenhaa &ad CliftON IIeI' be tOWld 1D the writiDp 

of IIaDf' other ottiolal. who warked in the I'a1q State. d.urias this 

5 II'. Rla8. (Loadon, 1895), 1'.'. 
6 I_a.aa IDa 'lflBM'V (LoadOIl, '898), ".122-25. 



perlod.,7 The tra41 tioaal iMp of the IIalqa as treaoMrou pirate. 

lived on ta popular literature (such as I. A. BeI.tt7·.la ....... SIt. 

JiM. !alm. pJ.14ished in 19(5), 'but it... an !.up which offioial. ta 

Hal.qa .. de e .... 17 effort to ooatra41ct. 

,. The attitude of Briti.h offioial. toward. the C1d..se was ta 

• ~ respeots the re .... rse of their dews on the 1'al.aJ'e. The British 

bad the ld.chest re.pect for C1dnese ind:u.trious:mss. At a time when 

go .... rJ'Iltent re .... nue. depended a.l.aost ent1rell' on tlleir enterprise 

SwetteDhD descri'Ded the Chine •• as the " ..... a4 .iaaw" of the lfa1aF 

Stat.s. Be stressed hoveftr that it "is a.l.aat lJ.ope1ess to ezpect to 

make friends with a Chinaman, and it i., for a IoftrJ'lltent officer, a 

object that is not .... '17 de.iraltle to attata. The C!d.ueee • • • do not 

understand beiq treated as equals." Dr this S ... tteabaa meant that .. 

treatiq a Chinese as a friend the di.tance whioll in tact the Iri tisll 

wanted to pl'eserre in their deal1qs with all Asiau wa ta daDpr of 

.iq'breaclled. A govermaent officer deal1Dc with Ch1ne... ezpla1ned 

SwetteD1tam, llad to mab sure that they mew wIlo their _tell' .... 8 In 

the Briti.h dew tlle Chinese, with a very few notaDle exceptions, were 

BOt "pnt1emen" in tlle wllJ' I'alqa of aU classes were.' .a.1Dc tradere, 
I 

j\ t. towIrqs were eJJC"ll9d in a pursu1 t 1fh1ch was ooaaidered a rather 
I' II . 

Ii ' 
;i interior ons .. Eql1sh public .chool - of this period. (As tor t. 

peat _. of Chinese labourers, they were be.t compared. to the urban 

'f~ •• 'beaoller, "British ~, With More m.peoial Reference to the 
»Wente' -.J.q state.". 11IIII&.It .... StJIIUIIl u.a. 55 (22 .... 
1,.,.,).,.", 3. F. A. HcWr, lira - __ IIIID. (Lon4on. 1S78) • 
•••• 117. 415. a. O. S--7. "!he w.,. of lritish I'a1qa", ill 
"~t at Cartwr1cht, baUt. CalJl:llI'l'lUa!l. "'.~. . 
..,.1l', fIIII __ fl.II'" ",.,05-6, ...,. 1Iw, bE .. (Lcm4on, 1848). 
,.1",.. sawra1 aspects .t Swetteld&am'. at CUtferdfe wr1 t1qs aft 
eaJdnett _ I • ... V. Allea. "!we !mJer1al1atst A St..,. ot Sir hak 
awet ... and Sir .... Clifford", "....., Yl, part 1 (t964), 41.". 

8 .DI. iIIl.II111 (Lende. 1900), ",.3&040. 



proletariat of Britain. A ~ Sela.D80r pv8l'D11/111at officer had. tltLs 

ill mind 1Il'lIea he explaiaed that the pneral. apopllari V of the Ch1ne .. 

with the British "could hardly 'be otherwise, oonsiderin&' tbat near17 the 

whole of the Celestial population are oooli.s pare and simple, who baw 

come from their rather-land with the ve-q smallest assortment of both 

manners and morals. Would aa eq1l8l number of Enclish navries 'be more 

law abiding or better behaved, .. 9 

(AS bas been sl.1gested, British officials saw certain similarities 

1/ between Kalq sootev &8 it ensted in the late D.iaeteenth centur)r and, 
:/ 

the pre-lndustrial sociev of their liloJaelu4_') It 1a therefore not 

SU1"prisiDC to find evidence that ... ottlc1als teMed to see theuelves 

as lords of' the 1Ia11Or and the Kalq £It IJ,Ij as their tenant17. This 

attl tude IDI.t.J' have been more prevalent am.cmc officials who had olose 

connections with Irish or IqUsb 1aD4e4 sootev as tke two JIOSt explioit 

statements available to me of th1s attl tade ooae from men of ncll .... 

crounds. In letters to his parents, C. D ...... , Il!.eIItr'ber ot aa old 

C-V Kqo tam1.l.,y. waa allle to relate his equiences 18 tel'lll8 'ltdoll 

they OO11l.d rea4lq 'Ullderstand. J'rom !e1* Ansoa be wwte 1a 1881 that 

"when I w.e IIp in the -miD&' there are rrenerally su I'alqa on the 

verandah waiU. tID I have had. 'Ill' bath, etc. It is tut the Iris • 

tenantl7 aU OftI' ap1n • 

Perek be wrote: 

.. • • 



1.1 'V'ilW in a place like tl'tan Melintan om ~_t 
represents the Irish laDdlord; om pes crct 
in the morn1nc and sees dirty and lDltiq 
places and tells tile people to pt them 
cleaned up. Their answer is alwq& "if' it 
pleases J'OUl" honour we v11l 40 it"- 1dd.oh. 
_ans "we don't care a pia wltiei:her lt 18 done 
or IIOt.,,10 

And an offiolal t8ll1llar with Ia&'lish landed 8OO:lety, .ArtJmr ra"..r, 

District Officer of le1ebu, cave this description of the re1atiould.p 

'between officials and JIal.&J'S I 

Ellc1ish officials ••• are aocuteme4 to pus 
their Uvea &aempt the JIal.qs, to listea to 
and help thea in their trc:RdIles, and to .... oem
stanU7 s~d '" them as tell.llwel'8 and 
compaaieas, and tu iDmate. and affairs of' eaoh. 
houehcld are Jr:Dottm. -.ok as tJ&ose of the 
oottaprs on his estate 1f01I14 .. to a ..... 
stq1ac oount17 st1dre in __ land.11 

Rather tltaa seeinc the Ifalq utllIt in British te1'lll8 as tenants en an 

estate, lt was alac posslltle for an offic1al to see lWaself in lIala7 

tenu, as a raJah. R01Jeon defined tile wtdte raJ. Diatrict Otfioer as 

one who "ezpects to receive u his riPt the usu.a1 prostituted Ja.omap 

paid '" a 170t to his ra~a; u on his side aotine the JUt as tez as 

his nationality and position will &11ow·. '2 One Distrlct Officer who 

certs1A17 t1 tted this def1B1 t1en was C. :r. 10_01'0 of Upper PEtrak. Ie 

was said to kaYe pm1shed two lfalqs who had pulsed MIl wlthaat ci'ri.J:w 

a respectM salutatioB, as sips of their less than II1Iman lIeha'riour 

he forced them to o'tain doa uoeues.
1

' Acoorc1.1nC to one '¥'isi tor. 

10 Iowea, letters of 21 larch and 26 ....,. 1 fBI, "Br1 t1all IIalqa As it 
las", 19.900. 901. 

H raper, lEla slllY.It..il'ID (Westa:1aster, 1897), Pe71. 

12 "on. ,. .... JaA WI. §BM, p.14. 

" I'omaa, lDIIII.III\ b*'''''. Pe",· 



10811010 rt4&d his district as a patriarch. lie was rar $~ awq f'roa 

'laiping to 'bEl able to "treat all otfictal cOlB'tm.1cattom with contespt-. 

Bosso1o had a lars- harem, was "adored 'b7 tlIe nat1ws aDd has 1I1s district 

in splendid order • • • Be • • • MDr pats ... 1IIfJilt1. ($ftn ill OttiCEl) 

except a hat and a S8.l"ODC. ,,14 

Even as early as 1890 howewr the number or white rajah District 

Officers was wrJ small. :By w.a time CODditions had cha:apd SlIft1ci$ntlT 

to ... it extreBtly difficUlt for aD official to rul$ a district aa it 

it were his perseaal doaa1n. Wi th • opening of new roads aDd the 

impro'ftllent of old ODeS an ott1cer did not De$d to spend as JII1IlCh time 

awq from his hEladq1l&1"ters. JIore tmportaDt were • ~qae .. s of 

the fact that, unl1b those Iuropean a.4v$nt'a:Nrs who $sta~ tlt.em

selves aa whi t$ rajahs in various parts of the arcMpelap in • nine

teenth cel'1Wr7,15 offioials in the Ralq States 'belOflB$d. to an $zpand1nc 

1:Jureauoratio system and had. to conform to 1ts demands.. As the aIlO'Ullt 

of paper work iDcreased offioials were roroed to spend more time in the 

oonfines of their ottiCElS. !h$ ll$sident of .p'1 Sem'bUan oompla!nsd. 

in his report f'or 1896 that trellll1D'7 work, poliCEl cou:n oases, and. 

oorrespond$D.C$ were preventina' his District otn.CElrs f'roa traven1Dc 

about their d1str1cts. '6 Transfers from ens 1'OV81'D1$nt post to another 

made 1t stUl IIOre dift1clllt ror an 01'f'1cer to a~ an int1mate 
I 

knowle. or his district. 'nIese transr$rs toot place ~ntl7 

because in order to ensure that the more sen:lor officers r:lll$d. the 

14 Clqton, - .A.ccout or a !rip rrom !alpine to ll'pper Perak" .. 

15 S .. f. I. ll$a:lalt. lnd.smes ll" 11,\,.., _-.. .Ill'" (!he ... , 
'968). ,..,1t-14. . 

t (; 6--.1 "IID lit. JME1 iIIMlM (1896), p.14. 



more lUcrative postings there was a considerable reslmffliDg of 

appointments whenever someone went on leave or was promoted. '7 

A further consequence of the growth of the bureaucrac7 was a 

decline in the personal autborit7 and independence of District Oftlcers. 

As the functions of government increased, more and more European officers 

from the various specialist departments were posted to the districts. 

The most important of these departments were the Land, Public Works, 

Police, Surve7, and tledical Departments. In Perak, by 1892 the distriots 

of Larut, Kinta, Erian, and tower Perak each had several officers from 

these departments. It is notable that the onl7 European offioer staticmed 

18 
in Upper Perak was Bossolo. There was a similar growth in the specialist 

departments in Selangor. '!'he surveyor, encineer, or doctor was under 

the supervision of the District Officer, but his main responsibilit7 

was to the head of his department in the state cap1 tal. Only the land 

and treasury officers were directl7 responsible to their respective 

District 0ff1cers. 19 

Several writers commented on the chanc1nc position of the Distriot 

Officer. "He is a splendid pioneer," wrote Bo .... n in 1891 of one of his 

former superiors, "but be is not keeping up to the ti_s; .. tries to 

car1'7 on a scrt of old ReJe. rule that does not do now, the countT7 is 

too moll. opeud up. I .. ei to 'be a Ra3a in Selalla. tUl the oarr! .... 

road was f1n1ehe4 and with that came clT1l1sation.,,20 :til 1897 Robson 

17 J:ir'fI ~~. (18 September 1896), 8-9J editorial,!'tlQ 

18 ltaII. A_l ........... q1:rU S,l"ftII .wa (TaipllJ«, 1892), 
pp.5~. 

19 S ..... lattA'" 161M: Stlkl, 19.220-21. 

20 ...... letter of 6 OotAer 1891, "Ibit1sk ....... Aa it Was", p.905. 



cldmed that there "is no l<lllC8r that friend.l.J' re1ati~, 'between 

maro' of the J)1striot Officers and the people of' the eotmtrJ' that .re 

Wled to _It. One -<well kaown District Officer who had 'been asbd a 

questin a~t the JIalqs in his distriot was reported to have replied 

that he never saw lImY JIalqs now. He said that his dqs were entire17 

taken up by office worle: and eourt oases. Sipifieantl7, he added that 

all his eve1'li!lp were spent at the local olub.21 

As the nua'ber ot Europeans increased offioials did not need to 

look to non-Europeans tor companionshi,. As SOft as even a few Europeans 

settled in a district it became possible to torm a club. D.T 1890 there 

were cover:maent-8ponsored olubs in every distriot in Pera1c except Selama 

and Upper Perak. In 1892 'luping had two general sportine-sooial olubs, 

a rifle olub, turf olub, and Masonio Lodge. nnta distriot had both a 

reoreation olub and a B'.J'Ikbana olub.22 In 1891 Bowen reFlarlY' attended 

the club at Jatu Gajab, ten miles from tba tOWfl wbare he was stationed, 

and served on the club's oommi ttee. 23 

Row an increase in the nua'ber of Europeans in a particular area 

could ohaJ:tge an official's wq of life 1s illustrated by tbs case of 

lluch Clifford. A t,pica.l entry from his di8.l7 for 1888, when apparenU7 

onl.y one otbsr European was livirc at J>elc:an, reads: 

••• '1'0 bed at 7.,0 am. Up again at , Jim. 
YalD4-A tillef ... oaucht. Sle,t bet ... 
Cl1zmer-1'he Bendabara visited me-Went to the 
Ja1ei .. talked to !o' Ra3a, '1'0' Kap. Obe_ • • • 
ell the Crane I:a7a Pahlaw.an. TalJd DC with Al.anc 
tUl 4q11s'llt. 

21 141 tor1a1, IN'x Idl, 27 J'e'braarJ' 1897. 

22 =.~ JIl.. flI. (1890), ,.22, bAli.,., :IRB (1892), 

23 _, letter or ~ Oeto'ber 1891, "lr1tta IIalqa As & Was", p.~. 



Clifford's d.1ar7 for 1693 contains :numerous references to Ida contacts 

wi tll Halqs both in his off1oial dut1es aDd aoc1a1l.7. sad there IIIl"e 

also references to a Me.l..q WOJI&U n.am.ed Merid who stqed with him (in 

what oapao1t,' 1s DOt stated) dllr1D« part of' the 7&ar. But that his life 

had to some extent ch.aJ:lpd. 1s indioated bJ audh pass_a as these: 

PlaJed L(awn] T[emlis] with !homas )Ettore 
1treekf'ast & after tea. 5 sets 11& aU. .. ls 
DOt a strollg plqer. 

World.Dc at papers near1.7 aU dq. P1Qe4 L.'!. 
nth lelf'1eld & beat him ., sets ou.t of' 4-
4-6, 6-0, 6-" & ~ with le1f'1eld. Wa 
1197 points at P1q\wt.24 

. , 

Cl1f'tord's d1al"1es 00IItim. his _ ...... rnUoa tiaat .... a few bCl1akaea 

were cathered topther :la a distriot the,- q:td.a1d.J' to'lllld _ras wap 

of' a8I81 .. themsel'YSs.25 

Jlarr1ap could also ohuce an oUlo1el t s ...., of lite aDd Mnce 

his relat1as n1:ll the :people in his Ustriot. Tke lIadhl of iuropean 

voaell wllo lived in the Jfalq States were repI'dsd as Itav1ac aade a 

c:reat sacr1fice in 1i'9':l»c up the p1e~s of' lite 1a _181t.d to Wi .. It. OOIIforts and Ilospital1t,- of h.oae lite :late the tastnesses of the 

j1mc1e" • 26 Ia Viotor1an lb.tcland a man ... -t,- __ 4 to 40 all M 

oeu1d to ... his wife as comtortallle as possUl1e, \Nt 11& the Jfa1q 

States the ol1mate, lack of _nit1es, aDd the a1Isenoe ot soo1a1We 

111 aU \Nt a verf' tev towns placed a s:peoial .bl ..... t101l a a lm.al:ta4 

to look after his wite's welfare. In Cliftord's aovel ·'U .. .a.. 1I1d.' .... 

the Mro, J'raDk Austin, is pleped .. & deep seue of catlt tor MV1»c 

24 Cllftord Diaries (All), entries of 1, J&IJIfIIIA'q 1888, 8 .,. aDd 1 Oeto)Etr 
189'_ 

25 §S,UU Ja kala 111M5., p.112 • 
.. 

26 fI» .... ted pas__ is rr- a re:port :la whtoJl the 'If1f'e of a Distriot 
Officer is Ii_B as an e:uap1e of &!NOll _IBI §11M ... JIIDIII, 
1 (1,..,. 189'), m. 



brouaht his wife to the outpost where he is Distriot Officer. Ieo_ 

of his ooncern for his wife' s happiness he no loncer enjOJ"S s~ 

hours in leisurely' oonversation with the Malqa. On one ooou1on he 

apologizes to his w1fe for hay1n« oome home late to join her for tea. 

"For some reason or another the IatiTe Ch1er[s) chose this afternoon as 

an appropriate dq upon which to come and see lie in bulk.·27 

P1nal17, in 100kiDs at the tendeDC7 of the European population to 

beoome an 1ncreas~ seU-conta.1ned social croup it is 1aportant to 

keep in mind one fDrther point. That is that whateftr ideas a J'OUl1S 

man had about Britain's imperial ad.ssion, adventures in the jUl!llle, or 

the fine character of the Kal.qs he oaae to the JIalq states to make 

a career. It was theref'ore more iaportant to cultinte aood relatiOUllJ 

wi th his superiors in the offioial. h1eraroq than to make friends amODC 

the :Malqa and other .Asians. 'l'his was partioular17 eo _cause of the 

great power the Residents exercised Oftr careers. P.waotiOUllJ were in 
""'\ 

the bands of' the GoTernor, but he .. _rall,. apprOftd whatever reOOllfl6:D-

dations the Resident made. The Resideat alao had OOUIIIiderable freedom 

in dismissi. off'icers whom he ola1lled were lnoOflietent. Only oirtl 

servants seoonded from the Straits S61;tl_»:t8 ~'9'ed seouri:1;J' of' tenure, 

'the7 had the riaht to 'Wi. their oases before the Strat ts Settlements 

EseoutiTe Council and the Seoretary of' State before the,. oould be 

dismissed,· 

Sinoe most Europeans belonpd to one of the IOftrmaeat services 

this power of the Resident's pTe hill. enormous inf'luenoe Oftr the 

27 Clifford, "8il9'!.lIt IId pp1RC" (London, 1898), p.161. 

28 8,adb~Qtd INR SiMI" pp.124-28, 229-," Ro'bson, People 
Ja .I IL..:- . s ... p.,. . 



" 
European oommun1 ty. Robson was stretchins the truth onl7 sliaht17 when 

he wrote that if "the Resident is a sportsman, wh7 we are all death OIl 

sport. If the Resident thinks on17 of work our enerQ is SOll&thins 

frilhtM to behold.,,29 It has been mentioned that SOll& men received 

their £C)Vertll'llent jobs part17 'because of their a1:dli ty at crlcket. 

Skill in this sport was also one W&7 in which an officer could improve 

his cbances for promotion. In Me 'book About Perak, p;a'bl1shed in 189', 

Swettenham claimed that there were not e~ ERropeaM in the state to 

fora cliques and that the popular impresslon that "profioienq in 

cricket is the surest roa.d to Qovertll'llent preferment ..... t 'be an 

exaaeration".30 An a.ncr7 reviewer of Swettenham's bock, however, 

insisted that the Resident had no idea of the true eztent of his 

influence over the European oom.1mi tyl 

The _thor tells us that cli,uism is 1mpossi1lle: 
he • • • does not bow, of OO1U'8e, how a 
Resident Ita,. make or mar a man sociall1', which 
.-•• lons w..,. as to wJaether he w111 ... a 
SUCoee8 offic1&117. leedle •• to sq,. this 
power of the Reeident'. 1. otten m.taued. and 
sometimee pereons need1' and 'brainless, who· 
have no qualifications of their .. to reeeaeat 
them to the pneral pumo, will ... for the 
favour of the leside. as the WI ,. laa\a cd' 
all. The rest follows naturall.J'-oho~POS1-
'tions, fa't"OUrS of court, 11te hoomes .• -a'tital dre_. and "no place like the !lative Statee, doa't 
,.. lI::Row." 

Swette ..... e crltlc _d. one omotal wJlo had. res1lned 'beoaue _ 

'belleved that !da lack of interest in oricket Md alowed !ds 84van1I ••• " 

29 Iot.on, bAW Ja .I. lAtive Stitt, p.5. 

30 Swettenham,."", flak (Sinppore, 1893), pp.70, 71. 

~ ~;lb, 29 Septeahr and 2 Octo1ler 1893. ftese reviews were 
l'ijlij.' ~1n a paapblet eatitled "Oolonial Orit1c:1em" (POOr lfalq 
States P~et 9). 
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C1ear17, b7 the 1890s personal relatiOM wi tlda the 1m:reacrao7 

(and hence within the European cOllillllf.miV), e.s compe.red to the :relation-

ship between of"ficials and the local population, were incree.sil3«l7 

beoomina' the f"ocus of" attentioa. It is now appropriate to look in 

detail at the Europeans in the f"ast-crowing town of" Eual.a Lumpur. 

:aM 'myth ot Eura_ §IAIR aa 'Jell l'aP!i£ 

VatU 1879 bala Lumpur was oemplete17 dOll1nated b7 1:he Capitan 

China, Tap Ah LoT. An encineer aplo,..d b7 Yap to run his tapioca 

faoto17 was proba'DlJ' the on17 European li'l'iD&' in Ja.1a1a Lumpur untU a 

covel".l'l1l1ent of"ficer and his wif"e aoYea. 'tJl.ere in 'tJl.e latter part of" tt379.,2 

Dur1.Itc Dot:wlas's short period as Resident at hala Lumpur 1:he European 

population oonsisted of" a h8ndtUl of" &'O""8l'm1l11nt of"ficers, a planter, 

and a mining e~r emplo)'ed b7 the Capitan China." As the govern

ment 'bureallOra07 Iif'.Nw there was a stead7 ino:rease in the ~r ot 

Europeans. 1'17 the time ot the ce.. ot 1891 the European population 

stood at 151. As the population pew there was a o~polS4~Dg crOYth 

in institutions of all kinds. In 1887 ~p Bose of S1ltcapore conse

orated st. JJar.r's Cburch on its or1cinal site on Ruff _4 (tile preseat 

church was conseorated in 1895); in 1890 the (fOYel'mllll!lt 0,..4 a 

separate ward near the General lIospital tor the care of Duropean patients. 

and in 1897 the widow ot a (fOYermtlllnt officer established the first 

hotel oateri»e f"or Earopeans. 1'17 tar tile most irIlpoFtant iat! tlltiou 

f"or EI.l.rGpeans, however, were their social clabs. Indeed, 1IN.Ob ot the 

'2 3 ... on, V Ilitm .ADi §1I2'I1Iwm, . p.70, ""s. Dominic DalT't -
.IraJaI: 1UISI:I:.I&1l.. " febzur7 1920. ft1e ot:f'ie1al and 1118 wit. were 
~ aB4 .... D.1)al7. Hrs. Jal.7 was Douclasts ctauchter. 

" "HeIlories of ][uta :Lumpur". WII.!IIlt , l'arcll t 905. 
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aooial hiatel.7 of the Buzo:peaaa :I.B ElIal. LvIlpar ill the 18SOa u4 1890a 

18 'beet __ Ntoed ...,. lookiaC at the 4enlopaent of theM olvlNJ ..a. • 

Before 1884 Buzope_ 1i'filtc iJI b.ala IMmpJ.r 414 DOt haVe a aoolal 

01.... A C~4 saop, a.." en~ froa ~ to '»oct

lacMe was so14, iBatea4 ael"'f'8d. as their pru.lpal meeUac pl.aoe." lJ1 

1884 • Sel.aDCor Olu was started. "OIl a ver, araall soal.. :I.B a 11 ttle 

pl.'" 1MildiDC wl ta atap roof" tm the DOrta side of the Parade QI"Oad.35 

Be___ *" was DO periodical or _wspaper iJI I_la Lapw.- _til tile 

tiel •• , illlMl ...... ,.:a.licatitm ill 1892 the" is little ~ lit 

• sporUq u4 social activities of the 01 ... 4'U'iac its fiNt fn 

J'ea:re. ODe resldeat later reoalle4 that "oe-o:perative ~rs at tile 

ClD _n a feature of taoH dqa. IacJa la4J' coatri1:aate4 8OII8t1id.Dc to 

tile ..... taalel OM w01lld aead a oold pte, ~ MUM towls, 

_ther salads, &BOther :trm. t tarts ...... oa. All the caui_tore 

to.Jc _eir .. ..,. (ae:J."9Utslwita tD.ea to dsiae ••• ,,36 0. of .. 

01.'. _t i.IlJOrtaDt actinti .. ill 10 ... J'Jt:U'8 ......... i.iac ert.obt 

_to ... witll teaas trea Perak ed tile Straits Ssttl.eaeate. lJ11889 

Selaapr oriAbter. travelled t. !a1piJ1c, __ n .,. vue defeated ..,. 

tile Perak tea. In tile foUowiDe J'ear SslaDCor .~ a 01 ... victor, 

iJI a nt&ftl _toll pl.qed at bala lMapu.r. 

ll~ .ze 1. little iaf ..... tion a'tlo.t the SelaJ:iaor 01.-. • 

• ,.lI"tiIt8 ad social actintl. at tai. time, cae ftr'l lImO_atal .. ,.ot 

of tile clulJ 1. zewaled iJI .. ClUb Committee's lli.mlte ... for .. 

" Wil· 
's ill •• , ieEI,l, 1 (21 Ooto1Jer 1892), Yl. 

" IlSecial Life ia JIalqatt, Z*, .at IIlIU, 11 SeptemlKtr 1929. 
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,.ears 1885 to 1892, tM 01117 vel .. w!d.ch has anu."'ri:ved. !he ai.a1ltea 

are ROt detail.d. 1Mt tAe7 do demonstrate that as ..$At. Ew:-opean aec1al 

1Dst1tation of Kula L\Ia:p:u.' tile Sela:acor Clu-.. ~cl aD .... lIt181 role 

111 keepiD&' harIloIV' wi Wa tAe Evopeaa .... ,ai t7 aDd eDtorc1Dc a certa1n. 

s'tI»Ward of .Ila'ri.eur. ODe JI8D was pTe. taree da7s to resip from tile 

010 w " d.1sm18IMcl for ~ assaulted tAe 010 ...... ". a lfalq. At 

_ -tiDe a l.tter from OM ~r ~1ac .. tbt.1' n·of OODcluot 

UD.eoa1DB of a .. e.ntl8II8D on aDd outa1da tAe 010 premia •• - was read 

and the 00IIIIi tte. deoided to ask lWI to resip. WlIe.. poaa11tle "'ver 

the OODIittee .. ted to -iDe a~t harm.oD¥ ratAer tIlan to puaislL. At 

..... tiDe ..... __ r's coapla1at _h_t .. ther tor iDINltiDe lWI 

111 the OlD read1l.tc roea wae resolftcl ..... _ reoe1 ..... and aoaepte4 ... 

otller'. written apol.ocf. ADd t1aa __ tes of _ • .1' .. etu.. read. 

n A c-.plaiDt is -.de _:Lut a ..... 1" ... tile Seca-eiaz7 fer lliaoon411Ct. 

t!ae said ..... 1" is oalled .t ... tM OOllllittee and after a 1.astlW 

ti.acuaiOD ta OOllll1ttee resolve to drop tAe ..... t1Git.n 'Y7 ~ ... 

oOIIIII1ttee deo1ded .. tar a .... r·s oondu.ot ~ 111 .. olu and. outa14e 

was tt .. GOainc of a .. lItle ..... tt aDd -ovckt ..... u:t 8.ZJiII1alon er a 

ptacet1ll. solutioa. !be threat of npdeia _iJ ave acted ..... 

extreae17 powert1ll ferce tor euur1.Dc tat tM ..... of the ~pe ... 

0 ... _:1 t7 were .... ld. to" expelled :from the s.~ 01ub was lD 

efte.t to • oast -.t ot Buropean 8001&1 life. S1Doe tM OlD OOIIIIittee 

ooas#.sted .f t.tle iae1deat. who was e>>-Off101o pnaideat of tM ol.'alt, 

tile OJd.et Ifac1atrate. aDd. We ..... rs ma:lllAted ... the R •• 1deat, as 
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Because of lta ~ ...... rald.p 'tILe Selupr Clult decide4 1& 

1889 to 'buU4 a .w aacl larcer cl~ OIl 'tILe .... t aide of the Parade 

Groad.. De.pi te ..... tutl41 1... from. 'tILe .... :I'!'!IleIlt aD4 t:rom. 1 ta ... 

~re 'tILe clult 800Il fCND4 1 teelt 1& tiee, n 'I8ftC1&1 difflC1i1tl... In 

1890 the clult Jd.:red 1 ta firet ea1a:r1ed eec:retar,v. Ooat leraetorf't, 

to eD81l.'N that 1 te f:l."....8 were ;pl"Oper17 ~a.. 1Nt d1llriDc al8 ~ .. 
in ottice Jeraetartt eDl.v added to 'tILe ola'.~. A ekori time 

atter k1s re.1patioa aD4 departve t:roa lilala .LumptiD' _ 'lmexpl&1De4 

deficit of $1,100 wa. 418CO'1'ered in ala \Iooka.38 Vital the cla 1D a 

.tate of ~C7 the pyel.'lllle31t ..... ted lit1d.datioa. 1Nt the ... 'lller. 

re.poDded .,. electiD8 a •• 00IIIl1 ttee ad &ld DC 11. B:u.ttfml:tach.. a leadiDC 

cottee plaater aD4 ..-1'&1 llerolaaat. to "I'Ve as the clot. ~ 

eec:ret&17'. Wlta1D a Mort t1IIe the cla _au to ~ Ita 

revival waa _ttrinted partlJ' to B:u.tter.tllacJl·. oaretul_ ..... 1lt and 

partlJ' to the peraoaal use of the cla'" .,. the eet1Dc 1leai4eDt, m. W. 11rch. 

Birch. took peat iIltere.t ill the clo'. affaire and ~ll' ~ 

feot'ball, cr1oket, &ad 8U.11arda there, .. DO B.ea14eDt Ja:ad. deae a1ace 

Swet ___ • .,. Ooto_r 1892 the C1D had 140 ...... N.39 !he teet tkat 

at the t1II8 of the 08__ ill April 1891 there were 115 iaroPNm 11&3._ 

(of all .... ) la bala LuapIr aD4 145 1D the whole state wOllld 1D4icate 

tllat II6\IV .. a troa 01Itaid.e Kuala Lla}Nr &ad perhaps evaa from _tat .. 

Se1aqtJr, as well &8 moet Barepe_ lIeD ill XlI.la Iia:pv, _loapd to 

18 §a)'18rillrPeh 1 (21 Ootoo.r 1892), "57. "leraetortt 11&8 ... J9ara 
la_I" i88iI of' 1& ..... Cld.a& where lie .. A.D.C. to a Cld.aeae V108rG7 
••• 1t "lUmlJa",.JraII § .... (Euala L_JU.r, 1922), p.49. 

'9 §II.P'W iJIDIl. 1 (21 Octo_I" 1892), 37. 
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as a ptheriDe place for government su]M)rd1Datea the Dusl:ler of lhIruiaa 

1ft • S.la:acor Olue deOU.D.ed. 

One 0,'1 the JIOSt iDtr1&'a1Dc queatiODS alMNt the ear17 histoly of 

the S.la:acor OlD is the origin 0,'1 its Dioknslle, the "Spotted »ott. 

AooordiDC to a woaaa vko first weat to J:uala r...pu.r iD 1896 the 01_ waa 

_d. after ... Syers'. dalDIatiaDs, 1Iho alwqs followed It.er as eke 

rode in her oarrtac- to the olD.43 
Al.tJlollllll this Au "ea 04'1l1li_1,. 

accepted as a 11ke17 e:plaDaticm., I laave fOllDd lie .ther .... 1d.eaoe te 

support it. .ArtlIur J:eJ'flSr, •• 0_ to S.laJlSor 1D. 1888, later ola1aed 

tlaat _ had liveD the olu ita Diolm8ae after _ Uld a friend had. .en 

preyeated from teldDC their turn at the 'bUUard.s ta81e 1rfIl&a two rail • .,. 

.ap1ore.. "of ro1I8b e:tenor" arri .... d. and appropriated the ta8le. 

III resVaiDed .,. o_psm.oa from .:zpressiDC td.s ressat:aellt, remarkiDC 

tJat freq_aten of "fhe Spotted. Doc" PUB DlUt aooept the ~ u 

the,. to'flfld it.,,44 tmf'ortlmate17 ICe,.er did aot .., uaot17 wlaat _ 

meat .. men of "~ enerior". Be...,. ha. .... 8eea MterriDC to 

luaslaas or, JIOJ:8l1ke17, to lower olas. Briti"n. Two meD wi» were 

1D. SelaDpr at altoUt the .... tiM u x:.,...r later wrote tlaat the aioJmame 

referred. to the taot that ~ .. _ .. 1 ..... to the 011lb.45 1It.., .. 
case, the relati .... o, ...... a o,t tile 01 • ..-. to ... of es,ther a partlalar 

.ooial olass or ra .. , was respoasiUe tor ita 'beiDe oal1ed. the "Spotted. Doc" • 

• 3 Irs. If .. A. Ji. Strattoa-Browa, "LoDe • in S.l~". life in 
S.la:acor t 89G-7, wri ttea after World. War II (U), p.5. 

44 1:8",81', lIIlit JIll J!lMeI. p.1oo. Rohcm, wi» iaoidelltal17 aarri.ecl 
lin. 8,.. ...,. ,.are after OaptaiD 8,.... fS .ath in 1891 .......... 
~rt. data .. the orf.P.aator of the name. Ita. _ 11IIi_'Ma, 
• .42. 

45 O1i .... r Barks, "fa. JIala7 State. Detore le.rau_.", IliMtal JIIl.IT&,. 8 
(1 ..... 17 '934), 192, m. f. BoC&r) -,., lIJ1l8E lMI,ta:a. Ja .... .w:a .It 
... 11.1. iM'Mlr (LoDd.OD. 1920 • p.176. 



'.£'here wu another wq in which 'the Sela:DBQr Cl:u.b wu not eulualve. 

hoB "the belimd. or tatr17 soon after it wu tOW1d.&d the wives ~ 

.... ra and the few other Evopean w_n in Xuala Luap1r were allowed 

to come to 'tlMt clU. ~ e.eluded from the 1N.r the women were allowed 

to ... ue ot the rea41D&' roa and to a1 t on the verandah. Whereu 

'the leadiDC sooial. 01""- ill the Stral ta Settlaeata and appa;rentlJ' ill 

BOat Bri.Ush ou:tpoata 111 the Eset (u well as ill Eneland itself) we%9 

eD1uive17 male preserves, the out_ ~ lUnd. tt1a(r ~ to .. 01_ 

facilities wu COIIIIlOB tbro'uchOllt "the M.a.l.q States. 46 ~ presence ~ 

even a few wemen had. a d.e:tin1 te eftect upon the atmosphere of the 01 ••• 

A planter, not1Dc the unuWIJ. taot that women _re welcome at tile 

Sela:ncor Club, observed that "not a I'IBl'l is .. ;r heard to JIlUrIlUr at the 

whol.es_ restraint which their preaeaoe iJaposes"-even the most 

"uncouth" _n acreed to wear a oollar and tie and to speak more softl.l' 

thEm the,- lliaht if no women were around.47 !I'h1s is not to sq tllat .a 

had to be on their _at behaviour at .... timea. Indeed Robson OO8Ieated 

that to;r J'O\UIC UDIIarried men Se~ was a Jlaoe "where the trasl&ls 

of eooiet7 ad the voice of Rra. Gru.nd7 are heard wt little of and 

oa;red for le .. ". 4S lut m the cl_. in the pnsence of Evopean _.t 
men pnerall7 oontormed to the 1Iehaviou.r widoh wu e.,.o"ted of t .... 

!he aotivi tie. of the Sela:DBQr Cl •• were varied and DAlillerfMU.. III 

the event. after work .. n pthe%9d about the 1N.r for a Wi t Ol!' lallM 

or J4sr'M. Dilliards, while lto"tllL mea and women were able to keep 1». t .... 

46 Swette .... , ,as bra. PP"!:(70-1t, K. Conw&7 JeUield, ItplDS 9t 
.AI. ldll'lMf Ill. statu London, 1902). p.52. . 

47 ne~fe. naau ..... , Ifala: JIll, , '1 De __ ;r 189&. 

48 1I1larri.p· ill the llast", J!I6p: 11&1. 17 Jifarch. 1897. 
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with "!rome" 'by readine such newspapers and macaaines as the ill .... ' 

L.!I4pIlfen, Pgnah. ~ Slo.r, Field, Ladl, the weekly ediUea.r 

lM. I;,.s, and lMl.ll1l"'''D.!. Accounts of the club'saport1nc 

activities, _1D1,. cricket aad football, take up a poeat deal of • 

§1111IBl: ifllm',t s pacea. Amateur dramatio perfol'lUllOes were exm_17 

poplllar. esPHJial.l.7 10oal17 witten and ~cted eho1nt which allowed 

the performers 80118 li'bert,- in OOJIITlEmtiDc on their local aociet,-. At 

I soon found the eraat essential 
Vas C01'lllectlomJ intl_ntial 

.And ..,. rich relations ldad17 did. the trick. 
And the C.O. got a notion 
TJtat I OUCht to haft a preIlOtion. 

And I natural.17 got it :ndIIu: cpUok. 
., JI1stakes f no dCJa.8t were meu:tr' f 
Bu.t that _ttered not a peDlV' • • .49 

'IaD.C7 dreas 'balls at the cluh .... important social ... nts. At one of 

these a O_toneH Laq, Red hpe, Me.l.q PolioelllaD., Hema14, and ColO1U"ed 

Gentleman, V.S.A., .ere aOile of the olmractere. SiD.ce at the t1m.e of 

the 1891 oe:ua'WJ 145 eNt at the 1 go Evope&D.8 liY1Dc in Sel8D.fJOl" were 

lIIalea it ia not surpriabJc that IUn hea'ril7 ntnum'bere4 1fGIIen on these 

oaoasl0D.8. At the 1IIell. 3-t IUIltioned" wb1ah was proola1m.ed a treIIeB4eus 

__ sa alnoe 1t lasted mill .ut tour o'olock in the 1IOl"D.i.IW, aizt7-

two _n aD.4 td.D.eteeD. .... attended. 50 The importBD.Ce of th1a t1Iv' 

croup of' women was .D.OrIIlO'WJ. !It.e faUura 0'1 a taw women to appear at 

.. Wl ~t - &ftlf1!'T l.tter t'l-om a dlaappointed IlIaD. who had 

49 "l'bt '.:r.0.", wr:1t'te .. aIII4 a .. h7 R. o. Watson, §!1"'II'B ilBllJ. 
f (22 J~ 1897), 156. Watson h1IIaelt .... t _ to 1leeoaa a 
Resident ad for short periods was aotbJc R •• ide ....... neral .... 
CId.et SecretM7. 

50 iIiIwr illaall. 1 (:so ~r 1892), 114-15. 
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travelled a long wq to attend. On another occasion just the 1"'U'.fIIlOQ1' 

that several women were planning not to attend prompted the §lJIPfIB 

izu:aAl to appeal to the women to let "no exclue1ve feel1ncs 1nter:tere 

with their own and other people t s enjo7Jlent". 51 Balla 'both at the 

Selangor Club and at the ReeideDC1' allowed the Brl. tiah to feel closer 

to their homeland. Atter coapl1mentina' the ladies on their fine dresses, 

the report of a dance at the ResideDC1' COIIIIeDted that it had "made us 

inclined to forset that ~don is not wi thin easy: reach". 52 

Until 1890 the Selangor Clu:a. was the only: social clu:a. for Europeans 

in Xua1a Lumpur. In the 1890&, however. several other elu:a.& and 

associations were formed. In 1899 the Sela'DtlOr Club was descri:a.ed as 

"probab1'3 the most important institution in Kuala Lumpur" for Europeans," 

but it" no lonaer occupied the same position it had as the sole Europe.an 

social institution. 

The most important of the new olu:a.& was the Lake Club, founded in 

1890. The La.'lm Club was attractive1'3 located in the reoentl'3 oompleted 

Lake Gardens, which had :a.een des1.fr.ned 1V' A. R. Venning, the state 

Treasurer, who had once :a.een a planter in Cey:lon. Aocording to the 

reminiscences of an offioial who was then serving in Kuala Lumpur tit 

was also V0nning who had or1c1nated the idea of fOrming the new club.54 

UnlU:e the Selan&Or Club the Lake Club was exolusive17 for Europeans. 

Aooording to the same offioial, Vemline had wished to start a olub "for 

51 §I~ iSIIARN, 4 (4 SeptealJer 1896), 448; 1 (16 Deoember 1892), 97. 

52 ~111l5lt: alam:Ml, , (28 Deoeaber 1894) t 117. 

5' BI~ II.Ji.i.1, 20 Jarmary: 1899. 

54 G. T. Tiekell, "Early: DqB in Sel.anBor (U188 .. .ag)", lSi". Will. 
2 (J'e1truar;r 1928). 257. 
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!rhe Leke Club was not only racially exclusive but also from ita 

foundation select in its European membership. In his annual repert 

for 1 ago the Resident of Sel.angor stated that the Lake Club wae 

n supported __ the pr1ncipal residents". AmOns the twenty-elpt f0Wld1Dl' 

raembe:rre were the heads of most coYernntent deparim.ents and other fisures 

prominent in Sel.s.rllor, but a few Ieadi. Europeans at first refUsed to 

worsen the position of the Selancor Club, which was bn on the verce 

of collapse as a result of ita financial diffiCAlltiea, aDd weaken 

Selucorta abi.l1ty to ohalleDCe Pera anti SiDppore in crioSGet and other 

sports. 55 A look at the names of the fou:w'U.. membere indicates that 

mazw of tbam had olose pereonal and business ties with one another. 

Four col1e~s in the firm of CamPbell and Co. were foundi. members; 

two of these men were brothers of govermaent officers who were also 

fotmd1. members. !fwo planters who were foundina members were in 

Diness tosether. These two had cloee financial co!l1llleOtl_ with two 

other found1nc members, the two top men in the Straita !'rad1nI OompanT. 

The lHlad of the SelanlOr branch of this COllPUW wae also a foad1nc 

member. 56 

Desp1 te the close-knit character of its or1c1nal mGIIberehip the 

I..ake Club soon established i tsel! as the club for tlHl ell te of the EvopeaD 

c~V rather than for one or more oliques within that elite. T!a 

facts that the club's entrance fee was four times that of the Selancor 

Club .1.Ul4 that the monthl7 subscription fee was twice that of the other 

55 lW4-' 
56 O&ad.idatea look 1890-1941. Lake Clu', Euala LumpIr. Information oa 

fami~ lind business comaectlons froa ~= ~. 4 (4 Octo1ter 
1895), 19, SiIBl2£!.IIS. SiFIJ.u D3;rsciOli'H391 • 
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C1D helped to restrict membership to men ia relatively h.icb positiou. 

O~irc the Lake Clllb with the Sela:£lBOr Clu'b, a newoomer to EMla 

LuimpIr :La 1894 o'bserved that the Lde Club "seemed mGre select tbazl 

the other" and that he had beea told tltat it was "reel17 a most e~_ 

Club and ve'q difflcul t to pt in". An official who retumed to SeJ.aD&or 

after an a'bseace of ~ years DOted tlult at U. l.ake Chill none saw all 

the rank, beauv and fashion of ltuala Lapt.'t'lf. ktten'bach empkasi.Jled 

the ohanciDc status of the Selancor Clu ..... n be said that wbereas it 

had o.noe 'been an bonoar to the ResideD.to to be ~sla.nt of the olu'b 1. t 

was DOW much more of an hoaeur to the olQ that he served as its 

president. 57 

States, wu foQUded in 1860, While the exolusive New Clu.b was opened in 

1894.58 As best as can 'be esta'bliabed from a \riel, 4:1soreet report of 

the foundiDS of the New Clut the iacreasUe ~r of "miBOr persou

in Perak either were not beiDS aocepted into the Perak Olub or tel t 

uncomfortable in usiBS it 'because it was dominated 'b7 senior oivil 

servants. Because the Penk Club was pa.rt1alJ.J' supported .. 8Qftrmaeat 

funds tt was supposed to 'be open to the entire Europeall .~ V, and 

perhaps a handful of ilarasians and Asians in iOfil"XlDlEtDt sewice as well, 

ratl\er than reserved for man in sen10r positions. It appears that rather 

57 Stltn'lff illillJ. 2 (1 J1.UI8 1894). 306, 3 (21 Septulber 1894), 
121. ... 11 April 1896), 218. 

58 W':rd.lkt an4 Oartwright" ~etl\ CMaa W1'II!1fR'b p.875. !lie 
.lew 01* was f~ in 1892 _t witld.a a short U. the cl"lJIa.ouB. 
waa sold to the Sultan of Perak. In 189' plau were drawn up tor 
a BeW cl~e and. in the foUowiUC 1&81" the olu was opened. 



·_rs wi tbdrew to form the lfew Club. The NSul t was, the Nporter 

noted with reg.ret. "the formal separation of class and caste".?9 

In J.:ual.a :Lumpur, at least to a repl.ar eoatrilMtor to the StlnIIsIt 

j[9UtP'~. this clear separation of cl.ua, made ezplicit tv' what 0111'1> 

setmeone beltmpd to, Was SHD a8 the Batval .result of the steadU7 

crow1D8 nUlIIiberof EuropilGlS. UIt sttmds .. Na8OD. that there are people 

of differeD:' educatiOD and Dt.allBers, .. ..,t up :1n a differeat style and 

SpheN of life, and. the)" _ preferezme aturaU)" ufJOCiate with their 

own class. lirds of a feather flock topther." .. added. tli'mt 1t was 

Datural that people should feel most at hGme "~t 1iII.elr own set", 

but he cri tlel.4 those wbe> beeause of a fee:JJ.n.c of s'tQerior1 t7 !pored 

.. 001lll0D rtIles of :poll teness" in their deal.1np with others.60 .A:D.otker 

writer complained that a high offlcial position was all that a maD. 

Deeded to be aooorded h1gb sooial staDdl ••. edllOat1oa.,: l1teral7 talent, 

&ad other pilraonal qualifications ooun:ted for 1i ttle if the)" were not 
. ~ 

aceompu.ded tv' a larp BQver.nment aalaI'7. 

59 Arnot Reid, ttMore About Perak". Article Bo. 1 (FOOl .~ states 
PampIalet 22). !he article was almoet oertala1)" ~ishe4 in the 
QkUJa 2:"'" of which Reid was the editor. It leelear fra refer
eaoes to Swettenbam'. bodt Al!9!t !tali and to the debate on tedera
tion, as well a8 to the buUd..'1nc of a oow el0, tbat the article was 
writter.t sometime in the latter part of 1895 or the first part ot 1894. 

6OS.s., "About J:uala L~ SocletJM, S,Igar l~,' 2 (9 Barch. 1894), 
200. 

"
ttBWd,t S~JaDn, SI1P«E illl1Ml .. 1 (11 A¥2St 1893),,eo. See 
also Arthur lte75ert. novel Aa Ad9R!!4 Wite (London, 1895). 19.104-1, 
where he talb &Hut E1U'o:peaD seeia"" i. nEwala ,.,ipol"".. Repra.uc 
the wi".s ot offioials, a character comments that ·You oan f!tlIloet 
place ... .. • .~ in the official hierarolQ' .. the tone .t hal" ve1." 
(p.1<)7). 
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In addi ticn to the Lake Club several other clubs and &asootationa 

were formed in the early 189OB. Interest in hG:ree raoinc led t. c.. 

fOl'Satien of the SelangC>r GJ'lIIkhana ClUD. The raees, which were held GJlOe 

or twice a 'l'Jar. Were eveata to which &ftrJODe l00a.d forward with 00 .... 

siderable esci temeat. Homes were recularly imported from Australia b7 

w8.'3' of S1np:pore, and then lots were drawn to det&!!'JIine who wou.1d pt 

whicll borse. The tll~"'; .:fMDIl. followed in areat detail the FO"sS 

of each horse 1n 1ta tra1ni. as the race dq approaohed. A race meet-

1. was usual17 ac~d 1V a dance and concert at the SelaBp:r Club. 

In t895 the G~na Club was reor,w.aed u the Sel~r Turf Cl., 

which. lIDlike :1ts predecessor, allowed protesaieaal 3}~'" to ride at 

race meet:.t.ncs. A Rifle Associati •• Bvmt Clt.tll, and "ODic l.od&e were 

also fO'lllld.ed in iil&se years. .2:t to the Lake 01u' the most important 
I 

DeW 01u'8 was the Selal:lsOr Golf Clu). foaded 1n t 89'. Scottish coffee 

planters took the lead in fo:rmin8 .. club and in su1d.i.nc it in its 

~arliest staps. The e;overnment allowed the Clll}) to use land (whiCh 

contained a disused Chinese g;rave7&rd) in the Petal1.13c Hill area for a 

course but refused to give the club pemanent title to the land. 62 

Since COlf was practica.ll7 the club's sole activity duri. the t89Oa, 

most members belonpd to one of the two main social 01. as -l1. _t" 
, 

a.e w111 be related in Chapter 6, the olUb was in later years to aeJd.eft 

importance as a social club. 

Despite the pleasures derived froa ,GOd. fellowship at the clubs 

5Q1!1e people reaarded the predominance of this f·orm of social acti"ri:t,' 

as OM of the areat drawkcks to life in Sel~r. At the club people 

; 
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weN Nluctant to express their true opinions for fear of offend1l'l8 

their ever-present superiors ift the official hierarchtY. Since JEJOpl. 

seldom confided in one aaother the,. found it difficuJ. t to fOl'll deep 

and lastbc personal friendships. ~ public aspect of club life ("a two 

hours stq amidst a crowd of people") also :bad the effect of di~ 

the formation ct' friendships. ".A custom bas crown lip". wrote Roba-. 

"that entitles a man to consider tbat .. has dene his duty to his feU. 

men if he meets theil, cbats with tbem and dr1D1al with them wi thin the 

precincts of his Clu. Bence aU hill frieDds lapse to ene level.·" 

lfevertheless, in a cOJllllWli ty where there was little home life and thus 

little opportunity for alternative foma of social actirities the 

advantages of club life more than outwei.p.ed its disadVantaps_ Refer

riJ::w to the SeJ.anBor Clubcn another occasion Robson exclaimed that "We 

oould bardl7 ~ to exist without itl".64 

B7 the early 1890a European had developed a great variev of 

social institutiom which allowed them to associate with those people 

w1tb whom the,. shared similar backgrounds, social standing, and 1Dtereste. 

'J.'h1s did not mean, however, that the)' bad entirely cut themselves otf 

troa Asians. A. small. ,roup of Aa1am participated 1D some of these 

social insti tutiom cNated by Europeans and in tu:rn entertained 

Europeau in their own homes. Kuala Lumpur in the 1890s was a town wi tb 

two eli tee. On one side there were the Bri tisbers who administered the 

" "Cl:ub P.r1endahips", Mall% J.Bl, 17 DeceBiber 1896. See also "Coffee 
Planti." 1D the same issue of the ~~, ttBuki t Sembilall" , 
SelMBer J~, 1 (11 AU(l'WJt 189'),:581, interview with 
ll. ButteDbach, Se,'p'pr iavmw;" , (11 J&nU8l7 1895), 147 J "Clu 
Gossip", !ale.;[.!tJ!, 4 .T'Ul1e 1898, editorial, MN&1: 1Sl, 14 ...... t 
1m. 

64 Editorial, "The Sel.aD.gor Club" t W'Y ~ 20 Janua17 1899. 
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IJO"'ermaent, and on the other there were the Capitan China and a amall 

group of other Asians. Yap Xwu SeD« did not have the same authon V 

and independence which his predecessor Yap Ah Lo3" had exercised, ht 

his influence over the Chinese popUation was nevertheless ven Feat. 

Bri tish officials in SelSD«Or often aoknowle4pd their dependenoe on the 

Capitan China and other Chinese leaders for help in controlliD« the 

Chinese and in o~ out policies which af'fected the Chinese. 65 ~ 

Dach.ina Riots of J.1arch 1 S97, in whioh the Chine_ of Kuala liuIJ.pur pro

tested against a aovermaent re.paJ.a.tion concerni.ac the scales ("~.) 

used by shopce.epers, as.y have "en a sien that the Oapitan China's 

influence in this respect was decliniD«, .t it i. DO~e that Yap 

pl83'&d an important part in restoriD« peace to the town.66 !i!he Capitan 

China's position is indicated 'by the fact that wben he went on a trip 

to China in 1895 Europeans as well as Chin.se came to the station to 

see him off .. 67 Social relations between Dri tieh offioiale and the 

Asian elite may 'be seen both as a refleotion of their dependence on QU8 

&BOther and as an af'f1rmation of their desire to retain this relationship. 

The number of Asian leaders whom the Dritish seem. to have 

a dozen. AmoD« them., besides the Capitan China, were LUe Yew, whose 

65 On the relationship 'between the covel'l'.Ul.ent and Chinese leaders, 
8Ge Sadka, larlu.rtasl &1& §aiU. pp.244, 272., 302-10, '1~. 

66 3d,1S!: l!)l1'l'll\l, 5 (19 Jfarch 1897), 225-28, Wricht and CartuJc!lt, 
~iA QaatsR ' ... IWRb p.898. 

67 §i61iP1E ~., , (22 larch 1895)., 217. 
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68 tin m1nes made h1m one of the richest men in MalayaJ Yap lion 0hin. 

elder son of Yap Ah L07~ and TamboosalQ' Pillar, regarded b7 tae Irl. tisll 

as tile leader of the Tamil communi t,.. Yap Iwan Seng, Yap Bon Chin. and. 

another Oh.1nese belonced to the Golf Club, thougll the7 were somewhat 

conspiouously labelled as "Ohinese Jfembers" and. their interest in COIf 

does not seem to have lasted lcm&'. Lake Yew, Yap Han Chia, and Pillq 

took an ear17 interest in aorse raoing, during the late 1890s more and 

more wealthy AsiaJ:lS bepn to participate in this sport. At a b1c 

Europeu' wedding Lake Yew, P1llq, and. Yap Bon Chin were the only non

Europeaas presenting gifts and thus were proltaltl;y the onl;y uon-Europeaaa 

. who had been invited.69 Besides Lake Yew and. aUq, the 0J1l7 Dml

European guests among the 120 or so people who attended a dance at the 

Residenc7 in December 1897 were two Mal~ belonc1ng to the SelaIlFr 

ro7Sl. family, the Raja Mu.da and Ra3a Bot bin Raja Jumatat, who was ODe 

of the leaders of the Halqs living in Kuala Lumpur. 

These Asians reciprocated by entertaining Europeans. Pillq's 

famed cur1'7 tiffins have already been mentleed. at 'fap lCwu Seng, 

Lake Yew, and Yap Hon Chin entertained Europeane fairly often as well. 

Bei ther Lob Yew nor Yap baa Be_ spoke EBC'llsh, but the,. were able to 

68 Lob 'few came to Malqa from China in 1859 at the ace of thirteea. 
After working in a shop in Singapore he opened a shop of his OWI\ 

there •• Be became involved in tin m1ninc in Larut durinc tke turlmlent 
1&ars before British intervention. After Birch's assassination be 
secured the contract for suppl7ing food to Dri tish troops in Perak. 
Lake opened tin mines :f'irst in Kinta and then around Kuala L'uIapIr and 
in the Bentoat district of Paha.Dc. Part of his enormous wealth eame 
from gambli., spirit, pawnbroki., and ohandu monopolies. In 1915 
the British awarded him the C.M.'., uti ear17 in 1917 the lJrd.'f'8rsit;y 
of Bong ltOD«, to whioh he had giTeIl and lent a grest deal of mone;y. 
lI18de him sn hGnOrarJ' Doctor ~ Laws. He died in Febrw1r;r 1917. 
0bitua%7, "1ft W'eg;tz!S1, 1 Raroh 1917. 

69 SelNwgr .:tRD'llJ. 4 (17 April 1896), 270 •. 



106 

cQnverse with their guests in Malay. The Capitan China emplQyed an 

English-speald..nc secretarY' who _de all the arrangements fQr the diDDers 

he gaYe at ~s garden hQuse in High street. Itlo 'better dinners have 

ever been g1ven in Kuala Lumpur," wrQte Robson mam;r years later. ItThe 

cooking., the wines and the service were alwqs perfect. ,,70 These dinners 

were, usuallY' held when a prominent Dri tish 'Official was going on lQJlI' 

leave 'Or was beine transferred to' another state •. Judging from reports 

in the Sele.l!COr Journal these were enjoyable and relax1ne QcoasiQns for 

the European ~sts. At one dinner civen .1ointl7 .,. the Capitan China, 

toke Yew, and Pillay for the departing Resident, E. W. Birch, it was 

decided to siDe a &one which would remind Birch of his school dqs: 

It happened that a gentleman knew the air of 
an old Harrow School sone. 'but oouldntt 
remember the words. wAile another gentleman, 
wh'O was letter per:f'eot, was DO great shakes as 
a V'Ooalist, it was arraaced. h'Oweyer, that 
the IIW1 with 8 -11017 should reol te wh:ile the 
IIW1 with 8. voice warbled: unfortunately, this 
unique ente1~DI'I&1lt did not get MJ'OBd the 
first verse. 

After a dinner civen by Yap Bon Chin in honour of Captain B. C. Syers, 

Superintendent 'Of Police, and Dr. E. A. O. Travers, the ResidencY' 

Surge'On., there were polite speeches but then "the tstronc lIIaD t mania 

seised most of the cOmpaDl and some wonderful feats of strength were 

attempted".72 

70 Robson, "Last Centul'7 Reminiscences", ~ Weeik!rd1, 7 Janu&17 
19". The secret8.r7 was Wee lap Lag, later a prominent bus1nesSJUll. 

71 Selaapr J5Bll&1:, 1 (1' JanuarJ' 189'), 130. 

72 §~.HW'm"" ,zOUmal. 1 (25 AUC'USt 1893), 389. 
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Health §Ad Bill S ta~i9M 

Perceptions of the effects of the climate bad a profound iatl1l&nae 

on the w8'3 of life of Europeans in Kalqa and throuBhout the tropics. 

Europeans believed that ~ical and mental deterioration were the 

inevitable results of liviDg for lODB periods 1D the tropics. It was 

therefore, the7 believed, impossible for them to settle permaDEtntl7 1D 

the tropics and, moreOTer, essential for thea to return to a teaperate 

climate periodicall.y duriDc their careers to recuperate from the effects 

of their stq and to strencthen the_elves tor another tour ot du.t7. 

ExploratiOns of Africa aad other parts of the tropics in the late 

eighteenth centlu.'7 and ear17 part ot the a1neteenth led to ~ atteapts 

b7 medical men to explain the illnesses ,which Earopeans experienced in 

these areas. !he,. had betore them the undisputed fact the. t Europeans 

who went to the tropics were far aore like17 to tall 111 and tar more 

like17 to die than those who never ventured ou.t ot • temperate lati

tudes. S1Dce the severit7 ot disease varied so markedly froa one 

clu.~ic resion to another it seemed onl7 reascmable to conclude tba t 

the climate itselt IIlW3t be in some w8'3 the cause of disease. Doctors 

did not, however, believe that the cliaate was the sole caUe of disease, 

and so the7 searched for practical w&J'S' to aake a sojoura in the tropics 

safer. As a result of their researches and developilents in medicine in 

pneral great advances were made in tropical medicine. Improved saD1t&r7 

practices and the abolition of bleediDC and the siviDg ot merC\lr7 

preparations ei thEfr as a treatment tor "tevers" or as a means of 

"seasoning" men going to the tropics for the first time helped to make 

a period in the tropics much less hazardous for Europeans. B.r the 

middle ot the, D1neteenth centUl7 quiD1ne was belDc replar17 and 

eftectively used in the treatment ot the most w1d.e .... pread of tropical 
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diseases, malaria, and as a prop~laxis against this disease.73 

Until the 1 aaos the tem "malaria" referred not to the disease 

now known by that name but to the disease-causil'.t4r poison or "miasma" 

which emanated from swamps or was contained in the humid atmosphere of' 

the tropics. Incorrect th~ the miasma theor.r of disease was it did 

plq a useful part in limiti!l6 the incidence of'malaria. In his advice 

to people travellil'.t4r to Perak lfajor He.air recommended tbe use of a 

mosquito net partly to keep out annoyi.nB insects but especially as a 

protection sgainst the "miasma.-imprepated moisture" which appeared 

during the night.74 In 1880 Laveran discoTered that malaria was caused 

by' a living parasite, but it was several years \lefore other medical 

scientists, now working with more powerful microscopes, confirmed his 

findings. Scientists then tried to discover the source of these parasites. 

Some believed that the parasites were to be found in the air when atmos-

;pheric conditions,. the soil, and vegetation were concenial to their 

existence. In 1894 Patrick Hanson formulated the theory that mosquitoes 

transmitted the parasites from one iadividual to anotber, but it was not 

until 1898 that Ronald Ross was able to prove this theor.r. 75 

Despi te advances in medical science there were two broad reasons 

that doctors and lqmen alike remained convinced that the tropical 

climate itself had a deleterious effect on Europeans. First, there 

seemed to be a great deal of empirical evidence that the climate had 

73 Phill .. p D. Curtin, 1b41.mA&!. 91 Ania: kitish 12eM .e Actions. 
1700:1622 (Madison, 1964), chapters " 7, and 14. 

74 Helair, Perlt11'9.4 the WV$h p.417. 

75 Andrew Duncan, lJ:a P!,eveptism .it !}lStUe ia Tro»icll A!.4. SIlt:C~9fJ. 
c~ (London, 18S8), 134-37; Oharles SiDger and E .. Ashwor 
tmderw ,! Short Ristoa S!l Medicine, second edition (Oxford, 1962), 
pp.454-63 .. 
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such an effect.. Despite improvements in sanitation the mortaUV rate 

tor Europeans living in the tropios was still higher than that f'or men 

of similar age in England. It was also noted that European ohildren 

became weak in body and in mind if they were allowed to stq in the 

tropics past the ege of five, six, or seven and that the average age at 

which European girls born and raised in the tropics first menstruated 

was lower than that for girls raised in England. Finally,. there was the 

fact, previously mentioned, that the pneral health of Europeani( 

deteriorated after a long period in the tropics.76 It is interesti.Dc 

that Europeans li vine in the J'al.q States in the 1 aaos and 189Qs con

sidered their "climate" to be slightly 'better than that found in other 

parts of the tropios. In his report for 1896 the Selangor state Surgeon 

noted that "malarial fever" was rare except among Europeans li'Vinc on 

newly opened estates. (As was discovered in later years, one species of 

malaria-ca.rr;yil:lg mosquito thrived in such conditions.) But he went on 

to sq that the "gradually increasing lassitude and inoapacity tor active 

and enerptic work or reoreation" whioh Europeans showed was evidence 

of the climate's effects.77 

The second reason for the continuing belief in the effects of the 

climate lay in the nature of the theo17 which explained these effects. 

Europeans began. by assuming that the temperate latitudes were their 

natural home, the part of the world where the environment placed the 

least possible strain on their constitutions. It was known that 'bodi17 

fUnctions (most notably those associated with sweating) underwent 

76 E. A. Birch, "The Influence of Warm Climates on the Constitution", 
in Andrew Davidson, editor, lIJ.Admeae ..Ali D~HIUI 9t. l'l!m Cla-tel 
(Edin'bur$h and London, 1895), pp.1-2, 4-7, 18. 

77 §i!la~ ,IoW1J:1Q" 5 (9 July 1897), 369-70. 
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certaill chaBps _poa enter1D« the tropics u.4 mGr&O'¥'e%' iMt these 

Mlped the lMJdy to ad.jut to tMMat and humidit,._ Today _dleal 

seieattsts state that temperat....... men are dle to malte this a43ut

JIleIlt with no ill effects.78 In the mneteeath centuI7, howeTer, doctors 

balieTed that the bodY" neTer complete17 adJ1IlSted to the new eD'9'1roaaent 

and that the ~lcal chances w!d.ch ocourred as a result of residence 

in the ~pics placed an int.lera1l1. strain oa the boq. It was 81lepd 

that the liver. spleen, iatestines, and skia in particular ere lRIrdened 

to the point that Jatholq1cal ..... s eTeftWal17 took place and that 

the vitalitY' of the nerveu .,..tem beC8.iIH depreaeed.. It was ass'II1Rd 

DOt only that depneration took place reprdless o'f disease but 81 .. 

that when a disease did oceur it was partlJ 1teeause the climate had 

preT1ou17 weakened the 1lod3"'s resistaftces_ In short, the climate was 

seen as predisposiDg the boq to disease rather than directl3" oa'wd ... 

disease.79 ftleretore, discoTeries ot the micro-organisme which we D01f 

see u the sole cause of certain diseases did not eall into q1llest1GD 

the belief that the olimate had some effect on Europeaas. 

~ of the feTers ElIlrOpeus experien0e4 in the tropics were 

said to be the result of chills. (In 1893. 'for example, a Selaacor 

Di.triot Officer died ot an illness re811ll tiq fra N. ne_eoted o!IUl". SO) 

Prolcmpd residence in the heat made the nervou 81'8tem less 1'eapoJUliTe 

and weakened the bod7's ability to produce heat. '!'he 'bod7 was thue 

18 R. It. JlacJher&oa, "Acclimitillatioa Statu of lfemperate-soa. ~", 
~, 182 (1 I'ovember 1958), 1240-41, R. A. i:e1D'18,., A91212.".-• 
.u.lia TtaftaDrtI (Iuupral Leoture as Professor of P!Ip101OC9' at 
the tJniTereity of Ralaya in SiDgapore, September, 1961). 

79 J1roh, -Infl:Denee of W_~imate8tt. pp.7, 18-2'_ 

SO ~~"hmP'l, 1 (16 .lUBe 189'), 310J 1 (30 June 189'), ,28. 



extreme17 vul.nerable to even a slight drop in temperature. So~re 

in the tropics were advised what clothes the,.. should wear in order to 

avoid chills. Even thOU&'h it kept the boq rather warm flannel RS 

considered the ideal material for underolothinc because its a'W.lit,.. to 

absorb perspiration protected the bod7 _hlSt the ohilling effeets of 

rapid evaporation.81 Men were alec advised not to take cold baths 

1mmedinte17 after exeroise or durinc the heat of the dq. It was mainly 

because of the need to avoid chUls that Roland Braddell's father told 

him never to "sleep at Diaht with ,.our stomach uncovered". 82 

The strictest of all rules of tropioal ~ene was that a hat had 

to be worn durinc the dq as a proteotion fII81nst sunstroke. Authorities 

differed coneiderabl,.. in their view of bow sunstroke RS cased. Some 

claimed that the sun's heat on the head oaused a fonn of apoplexy. 

Others suggested that the sun's Blare aotinc upon the brain through the 

e,...s helped to induce apople%7. AocordiDtl to another theGr7 the condition 

resul ted from ultraviolet and other ra,J'8 penetrat1Dtl .. skull. Medical 

soientists and commercial firms desiped sun helmets in dlfferent 

svles accor41Dt1 to these "a.rioue theories, but most authorities were 

agreed that some type of helmet was absolute17 essential. Mrs. Innes 

attributed the sudden death of Captain~, the Resident of S~i 

U30ner, in 1881 to his failure to wear his hat for a couple ot JD1mates 

out in the burn1ner sun.8' Except as a protection against sunbura and 

81 Birch, "Inf'luenoe of Warm Climates". p.2O, J. Lane lfotter, -!he 
~g1ene of the Tropics", in Daddson, ~e!! .IIi DiM'''I'' pp.26-3O, 
Duncan, Pruuuan IJl. .... !a ~ g"'III, pp.3~-". 

82 hadden, AI. Way .2t SHlnJOl'! (London, 19'4), p.21. See also 
XcBair, b£1J& _.iIat ,,1m, .,.418, ad Dr. s. c. Q. J'ox. AI. m iDG&wa .at.lula!a a.JRas !9.It Svaat&m ~.Iu gomem 
Tai,uc, 1901 J~- p.2. 

83 Em117 IDnes, _ QAen9l'se!l!ll.at. GUAW 5ltt. 2 TOle. (London, 
1885), I, 189. 
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lUlComtorta~e clare it is doUbtful ,whether _ helmets were o£ ..,. 

medical liSe. fhe7 certailll7 were ot no ue apiDSt a BU.dea ad. ..... re 

attack ot mslada, such as m&7 have caused Kurrq's death. trhe7 were 

al.o ot JlO Tal1l8 ill preTeatillc heat-etrolte, the trae ill.ae.s aptDSt 

which the helmet. were npposed to ciTe protectia, sillce this oORdi tia 

is oaued lt7 sa extreme over-heatillc of' the whole 1tod7 rather thaa of' 

the head "ODe. 84 lfeTertheless. nn helmets.,. haTe served a pqoholoc1oal 

t'Uactla. At a time wbea the _tare of disease was Te'q d1ml7 1IJlderstood 

those mea ad. 1fOme1l who relici-17 wore their aolar topia sad o1tserred 

the ...,. other rules of' tropical Jlnieu COlIl4 teel that their f'ates 

were not nlt3eot to pare ohaace. "It was II1I.eh .... satisfJ'iD&' to 1telieTe 

that the 4ead had ltroken ODe or another of a D1UIlerou ad. comples s7Stem 

ot taltooe. 8 85 

Siace Europesas 1telieved that their poor health was part17 

ezpls:Jued __ resideace in the tropic. it was oD17 Datural tor thea to 

place crest tsi th in a ohsl.tp ot cliaate as a eve tor their ill.aesses 

ad. as a tonic ap1DSt future .iclmes.. In the Hal.,- State. otticials 

had a 78ar's leave after eTer'/' s1% 78&rS 0'1 serTice t but s1% J'fNU". was 

ceneraU7 c_i4ered too lODC a period to spead ill the __ pies. In 

their anm.aal reports tke Resident. repeatedl7 appealed to the Colonial 

Office to cive COTel'Dllent servsat. leaTe evel'7 three or at IlOSt tov 

78&rs. In 1898 a coaterence 0'1 F.LS. SOTertlIleat doctors paaaed a 

resollltia de clarine that the iIlterests of ltoth the COYel'l1lleDt ad. its 

of'ficers w01lld 1te 1test served __ shorteniDc the period ot serTice 1tetweea 

84 B. T. Ren1tcNrn, 8Lite sad Death 0'1 .the Solar 'ropi8. iI!tP'l .at. 
tm1W lldic .. .I2i 111"." 65 (AlIgUSt 1962), 203-18. 

85 Curtin. li.t.a.at. Atr19A. p.80. 
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10D« leaves from six to fOU? :rears.86 It 'IU DOt 1mW aort17 betctre 

tile First World War, however, tbat the period betweea leaves as flaal17 

S1ace d1s~ aDd the aovernaeat·s leave ,01107 prevented t!lem 

trOll ta!dug trecpaeat trips to tllelr homeland, Evept_ looked tor otller 

1fa78 to refresh themselve8 in a 0_1 e~t • .A. trip to the b1lls 

also provided rellet trOll tile heat of the troJics. 'flle ernt hUl 

statioaa of the maa1 qaa aDd aOll'thera IDdla. had their erial- 1a tile 

182Oa. PeIIa8c B:J.ll as first 11IM4 as a hUl reaort 1a the dqa wllea tile 

last India 0.,.." 1"\Iled the Straits Settl_te. "Sere 18 a San1torl-. 

tar-tamed over the last, to whioh JIIIiIV' ltrokea dowaooaatitutiou reaort.n87 

!he firat hill resort la til. Balq States wu located on the hUla to 

tile eut of !a1;p1Dc. Tile tirst 'b'aDcalow _ 1m1l t in 1884 tor the 

use ot the Resldent of Perak. '.!wo otller lmDpl.owa-oae on lfaxwell's Bill 

aDd aaother at the aovernaent tea prdeaa-were 1m1lt _artv' to accommo

date Perak aovernaent otficers, and in 1892 aaother ODe was 1m1lt on 

QUDOIIC Iledarlc Mar lpoh. Visl tors to Jlu.well's B1ll aDd the 'tea 

pr<iens were ahle to arraDp wi til Chinese shopkeepers in !a1Jd.D&' to have 

reCDlar supplles of tood seat to thea 4&117 and could relu: 1a a oUaate 

which SwetteDhaa said C108817 reaemhled that of the Riviera. as 



lD SeleDCOr a ttln«le 1mncalow was WUt .. JWd.t Dltll after the 

Resident, V. I. Ifreacher, olimbed the bUl in 189' to .. wJaether the 

locatioD was S'dtahle tor a resort. Ifo reach BuJdt Dltll the ri.altor 

took the traiD from bala irulpar .. the reoeat17 0peue4 11ne to Kuala 

hlN and thea wal.ked, rode, or was carr1ed tile IIG'f'eJ1 .ues to tile to, 

of the 11111. lDvallda, older .... B, and "'''les are transported in 
. 

oha1re wJd.ol1 were sllUlC OD poles and carried ...,. tour OO811e. eaol1. neD 

a talll1l7 _ed tile lNIlplow the7 1trovcbt thelr se1"'f'Uu wi til them and 

all tl1e provls1oDS t:b.e1' needed tor tl1e period of their atq. l8len 

11ss StrattoB aoooapaBied a J&rt7 uoelldinc the 11111, .. dt.eep were 

driven.." aBd orates of fowlst 'ttoDs of tiJ1lled food, aBd tI1e 'bagap 

were ta:b1l to tI1e top lq' tweBtl' porters. IfI1e cmI:r food avalla». OB 

the 11111 was fresh ft,.ta..,l •• , w!doll were crowa '" the oareta:br. 'fI1e 

lNDa'alow had four lares 'bedrooms, a dlB1,. 1'00II, 11'V'lDc roea, ld. teMB, 

and se1'T8Dts quarters.89 DurlDg the dq vis1torsoould pla7 teDB1s. 

SI1or'17 after SUBSet the air oooled rapldl7, and '" etpt 0 t olock "tile 

blaBe of a wood tire 1B tI1e crate is full7 appreciated; aBd tile v1s1tor 

feels JII&DJ' .ues nearer tI1e old l1earth at hoIle". 90 JWd. t Dltll was lnt .. ded 

-iDlJ' u a place to wJd.cl1 to esoape trom the Ileat of tI1e lowlands, lJIlt 

it also provided aB esoape troa tl1e pressures of Eu.repeu soc1etl'. 

One .. wile was dlseBC~d wi til Euala Lumprr wrote that .... B people 

aelatd !dJa :a.w I1e amused h1mself OB JWd. t I:utll he WaBted to repl.;r that 

''If 7CNr soul ls satlsfled wi til the Lake Ola and tile SeleDCOr Oluh, 

w1 til 01'1 tlo~ J'OU.l' ne1&'hhour t s dress IU1d adm1r1nc J'OU.l' OWBJ with tea 

and s08Bda1, or poker and wldalq and soda, __ all __ sta;r 1B 

89 .... stl"eltton.-BrowD., "LoJac.Aao 1B Sela:Dcor". ,.11. 

90 "1*1 t J:lltu", §,leuer ilrFP,', 4 (15 .,. 1896), ~. 
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JC\I&la l'.tumpur, tor that is the ver:/ ,laoe tor .",." .91 

Ku.weU'a lIUl and particular17 BWd t JCutu were i1'1488d l104eat 

resorts *8 ooa:pared to Simla, Ootaoalmmd. and Xodaiklmal in India, 

but the Dr1 tish in JIe.l.a,a had dreams ot lNildiDs auoll peater )dll 

statioas. As ear17 as 1888 Sir Bach :Lew ..... sted tat tile hiChlaads 

OIl the Perail-PaIt.ang border wldch had lteen esplor&d .... ,.ars ear11er 

.. William O_l'OI1 Jd.cht .. developed iRto a heal'tll resort and as a 

:pl.aos wbare Europeans coald setU •• 92 In his report tor 1899 the Resident 

of JJec:r1 SeIIlnlaa propoe.d lRIilcl1nc a )dll .taU_ wld.oIl W81Il4 uve a 

school tor EuropeaD children, and 1d.s nocessor ad"t"IJCated a )dU station 

"whiok oould .. reached atter ottice work. where cool Diahts ooald .. 

eDjoJ9d without 1aterrupt ioa of office d_ties in the 4.,. t and *re the 

wifts aDd cld.l.clrea ot officers could stq w1th.Rt 1_ separation troa 

the head of tke fa.mil.T'. ~ Bow tar these d:reame were to oome tnle will 

be described in Oka,ter 6. 

AtterbdtDHE 

The poUtical cJvmces which took place fol1~ the s1p1.ot 

the federation ~meat '" the Kalq'Rulers in tile Id.ddle of 1895 were 

accOllplm1ed .,. 1aportaDt ~. wit!d.n Europe_ soo1eV_ hat o'bvious17. 

the posi tioa of tke Residents lost some of its former &1.,.. Tke 

Re"i4eDts were J'1GW direct17 re,,:ponsiltle to tke Resident-leneral rather 

thaD. to the Governor, and n.oh of the initiative which the Residents had 

91 ftTreacherts JW.lIt, SMIDIF lOJilll. 4 (10 JulJ' 1896), .,.,8-79. 

92 IH..mlte date .. 29 Septea1ter 1888, quoted in itA Report .,. the O1d.ef 
SecretarJ OIl a Viait to a_rou's ~aada in lareh 1925", 0mm.0U 
h:per .. ~. 1" bMw OSSA l£IcHdJaa (1925), ,.0129. 

93 AIIi1il'Ml Itnmrt.st lIesEi S'mM~1P (1899), p.16. aud 1902. p.19. 
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tatea h toraalat1Ds ad oar~ out goTel':D1leat pollet .. pa_d jato 

the baDds or the JBaJ1 who held this aew post. LirlDc 1D the ma1a towa 

ill the lfalq Statu, the Resi4eat-Chneral. was now the recop1sed leader 

of' Europeaa sooiev_ '!he chuc'ed ,..itioa of the iesideate was accentu

ated vlaea shorU7 arter tederatioa they were depriftd ot their eatertain.

ment allowaacesJ the Resident tit Sele.Dpr was also torced ttl hold a 

pu.'bl1c auction ttl sell some ot his horses aad oarr1ales. A.ft aftODJ'BOUB 

writer in the Sel.agor JotU"r.lel was moved to _Dt on rus ohalleace 

ttl the idea "that the head ot the (Ioftl"'.Dllent aIaeuld .. evre1lDded __ a 

certain _t et pcBIp &ad state, and that the _tift mad is lIeaeticial.l7 

intlweaced there'ltT': 

Some people evident17 seem ttl tbi!dt that the 
coadi tioftS ot lite aDd population are the 
same here as at home, &ad tlaat \\eoawa& Lerd 
Salie'tR1.rJ' Call, it he chooses, have a peDDJ' 
ride on aa 0IIID11Jue trom the rail..,. station ttl 
the Houses of Parliament, without altatiDc cae 
~ot of hie d1p1 V • • • that the R.sident O&ft 
ill a like JBaJmer, aad with a like result, .ead 
the ~ qer lwater oarrier) out tor .. 
'riJd.elta when he pleas.s ttl 10 rouad the tom. 
No dOll"'t, tile _tives WOtIld lte impre.sed-at 
DOt, we venture ttl thiDk, with the importu.ce 
or the CIoveru.ent the pntlem.l!llSl repreeeate.94 

In 18g1 the Colonial Office restored the enterta!:ament allowaaoee, 95 

'but the Residente COfttir.t.ued to .... outshone ..,. the Resident-.IeReral. In 

bep1JlC' with the d1p1 t7 ot the new ,..t a house was &11 t tor tbe 

Resident-General Oft a small hill overloolc::1nc the Lake lardens. "Careosalt , 

as its tirst ooeu.pult, Pra.Dk SwetteDba:a, named it, COfttam.d diniDC. 

94 

95 Kitchell ttl Clwmllerlaift, 8 ,of 7 luU&I7 1897, witheD.Olosures, 
co 273/228. ., 



U9 

drawi1'JC. 1lOrni1:Jg, aad billiard rooms, five bedrooms, :tive dreasi1'JC 

rooms, office acoOlllOdation, servants flU&rters, sta~, aad 4l11U!'ters 

tor the hors~pers and gardeners. '.!!he new house was neither extra-

~t "nor INch more than enoup for a man with a farail1", cOllllented 

swettenham.96 lalla at Caraosa were Bala ocaasians at wMch, were it 

not for the tropical heat, it would be eaq to 1mag1De that "we were 

taldng part in some biB oomttr,..house ball at homeR. 97 

It is remarka1tl.e, however, that t!t.e Resident-General did not 

exercise as great an influence over the Buropean co-uai tJ' as the 

Residents had before federation. '!he bureaucr&OJ' was beoom1lsg lIOre 

ela'borate and more specialized aad therefore less a.menalde to the 

direction of a single individual. Recrui _nt to the oinl service was 

now entire17 in the hands of the Civil Service COID1.ssioners in London, 

and goverrmaent oft1aers were now protected apinst dismissal except 

according to well-defined proc8dures. At tbe same time, the small but 

stead1l.7 arowiDs body of unoff1oiala was ~ to assert itself. 

In response to petitions from o_ra1a1 groups, such as the Se18llCOr 

Planters t Association, who were anrlous to protect their :inTestments in 

the states, in 1896 the government allowed laWJers to praotise in tM 

Malq States for the first time. Anotber important event was the 

fOlmdiaa of the laW IIU.. in December 1896. Accordiaa to 1ts fCNDder, 

j. B. X. Robson, one of the newspaper's purposes was to give a Toice to 

planters and otMr Europeans outside the govenaeat.98 In. the late 

96 Jlimtte _ SwetteDhaa, enclosed in Xi tchell to ~rla1n. 5' of 
6 April 1897. CO 2131228. 

97 Clifford, IIIIDB ~s (Londoa, 191,), p.275. 

98, n Agin the Qove1'1'lmeJlt" t !ale.lfdl, 24 April 1897. 



1890s senior officials continued to dominate European social. life. 

but, as the following chapter shows, this too was goiDg to undergo 

some chru::Ip in the next decade. 
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CBAPrER 4 

THE EUROPEAll CODUlfI'I'T III TlWISITIOB, 1900-1919 

[Atter the tum ot the twentieth centu:I7 the European cOllllBDli V 

underwent ~ 0D.anees. The population grew rapidl.7, and planters, 

miners, and men ill conuaerce soon outmmbered government servants_) In 

1904 a newspaper ed! tor who had last visited bala Lwapur at aHut the 

time of tederation expressed his astonishJleBt at the ohaDces 1fJdck bd 

\ new raUwqs, and JBEm7 BeW _n. file era ot work lias 8l1OCeeded the era 

\ of plq. Planters' and Hiners' association _etiDp take th'S pl&0'8 of 

: cricket and sports, and the Be.Dlter turninc out tor R .... r, now, is a 
1-1 

matter ot comment." _J It was, moreover, no lonaer true that a 701mC maD 

could advance his career 'b7 displqb« his prowess at cricket. 2 

r 
~~c.~cJ \" Darinc these years ot teverish cGlllllercial activity there was 

::~ much more than a c:b.ance ill the tone ot Europeaa soclety~(~, tJnotfioials 

were "comb« illcreasincl7 wealtbl' as vell as numeroas, while otticials 

were filldiJ'l4r that their salaries did not permit them to emulate the 

more attl\1.ent svle of life bein8 set b7 this emera1nc section ot the 
". 

h.ropean COIIIRt'i ty.) The years of prosperi V were aocOllp&ld.ed ... a 

pneral 1.mproTement in li viDe oond! tiona J Europeans began to see the 

/ 1 w. tfakepeaee, "ftrouCh the States: A '.fen Dqs !rip". S~ hee 
"'p, 29 Ooto .... r 1904. Wrlcht and Cartwr1cht, 'tDIt1!H& g.UIR 
111m .... (1908), ».500-81, noted the decl1n!nc PMral eBtJlwd.asm 
tor cricket. 

2 "COIIII8rc!&l TraTeUers", Wv W"lsly ~ 29 JaB'f/I.8.'l7 1914. 
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wanted incomes which would enable them to JI8l"I'7 at a reaso~ ea.r17 

ape The first three sections of this chapter desoribe the ~ 

position of officials during these ~ars, the importance of marriap 

in their dissatisfaotion vi th their salaries, their appeals for higher 

salaries, and how in 1919 their oomplaints were resolved b7 a speoial 

oOllld.ssion. 'fhe emphasis in these seotions is on the oivil servants 

(oadets). Since the7 were regarded \)oth in lfala7a and at the Colonial 

Offioe as the most important of the goTer:n:ll8J1t services their oomplaints 

re'OeiTed the most attention and are therefore the \Jest dOC'U:ll8llted, _t 

whatever sala1'7 sohemes were deoided for them were US1I8l.17 applied in 

modified form to the senior staff of the protessional a.nd. technical 

departments. !hose Europeans in subordinate positions in nrm-oadet 

serYices were howeT9r treated Ter, difi"erentq. To show this difference 

the tinal section ot this ohapter looks at the W87 in whioh the grievances 

ot European train drivers, who occupied the lowest end of the European 

social scale, were handled. 

The strains of these rears and the W&7 tl:le7 were resolT9d ltriIJB 

into sharp f'0C1lS what was proba'17 the most ttmdameatal idea in 

European sooiet7 in I'alqa: Europeans "'-UeT9d that the7 sho14d and 

indeed must 12.T9 at a oertain standard which was h1g)'t. in comparison 

to that of the Asian 00DllllW1i ties or in tact that which tI:Ie7 woul4 haft 

enJ078d had the,. remained in Britain. Thoqh this idea will " elaborated 

in the foll.ow1Dc paps the logio "hind it needs to "'- SUII1I8.rised at 

the .teet. Implicit in British tldDkillC alloat their rul.e ~t 

the Empire was the}rinoiple that their power was based on pr8sti&'e 

rather than m1litar,. urJ.cht. "We govern .,. prestip, not torce," wrote 

Rouon, ~ he insisted that a readiness to use force when necess&rJ' 
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was one element of prest1se.' One of'f'1.c1al direct1nc an irr1.gat1on 

echeme in Peru explained how "IIJ mere presence" inspired the Malqs to 

build stronger dams than they would have constructed alone J in other 

words, 1 t had been his preetige which had accomplished the task:. 4 

Since prestige was the basis of power it was absolutely essential to do 

which threatened to undermine :l.t. In the Brit:l.sh new, aa:l.nta:l.n1nc 

their preet1ce was an ent1relJ noble oh~ectlve for the,. hel1eved that 

they would 'be able to br:l.»c JIa1qa the 'benef:l. ts ef their superior skills 
I 

and methede of effioient and fair ,overnment <ml7 if the7 were held in 

h:l.ch esteem ~ the people of 1Ealqa. '1'h:e mainteBallCe of a ld.a'h standard 

of liv1ns. partlcu.lar17 by offioiale, 'fIas one w87 in which British 

prestige and hence Britiu power was preaerved. Accordina to the British, 

Asians expected their ralere 10 live in a etJ'le 'bett ttinc their status; 

if' officials (and "indeed all Europeans, tor.as0118 to 'be explained later 

in this claapter) failed to llaintain that standard the,. would not 'be 

respected and would theref'ore be unable to (JOVerD ef'f'eeti-ve17. In brief', 

the etandard of' liviDe bad to 'be maintained not mere17 for the material 

weU-'beina of' officiale 1Mt tor the 'beDef'i t of' the people of' Kalqa. 

It had been this 10l'ic that the ~1lS writer in th8 Sel!!pr .10'1al'Dal 

ref'erred to at the end of' the previous chapter had used to condema the 

cuta in the Residents t allowances short17 after tederation. 

Dur1nc the period covered b7 this chapter the idea that Europeans 

should li-ve at a certain standard was in no W87 challel!ged. Wbat happmed 

, IIIM.IIIr1. 26 April 1897. 'or a veq 1aterest1»c dlacusslon on 
prest1p, from. which .... of ..,. ideas are tabn, see Ilarold 51co18Oll\ 
AI. ..... :I • .at luly,g (Camlar1dp, 1957). -

4 c. w. JtarriSOD, Land Offioer in Larut, quoted in 6D!'sN 'IW'.It 
p,r@k (1908), ,.11. 
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was that the standard to which they believed tha7 IlUSt adhere was itself 

risiDs and that officials found they were less and les8 able to meet 

this new standard. 

"" ClypiPf Position ot Ciri.l §!n~ 

When selection b3" competi tift examination was introdllced in 1896 

for the HOllIe Civil Sernc., Indian Civil Semce, and the four Eastern 

Cad.etships, the F.M.S. Civil Serri.ce soon became 1mewn in lllr1tain as 

the least desira1)le of' all the servioes. In 1898 two un who had rea:icDed 

after one 78ar as cadets in Perak wrote to DI. "., to warn those takintr 

the e'J1U!dnation aaainst consideriDc a career in the Kal.q States. 

Foreaost aIlO!lC tbeir list of complaints was one that an official. 's 

salar7 was -quite inadequate for the s'tl:pJOrt ot his social and official 

posi tionft • 
5 !he Resident of Perak plqed down tbe importance of the 

resipations ..,. impl3"iDc that tbe two cadets would not have beoome 

eacoesetul officers, nt he did BOt dell3" that ealaries were low. In 

tbe followi11c 78ar tbe Secreta.!"T of' State, Josepk m..berlaia, approved 

an increase in salaries, 'but b7 1900 cirtl servante were acain ezpressu. 

dissatisfaction with their emoluments.' 

IIuch of' the discontent reeardiD&' salaries was simJlJ' d_ to 

1'1u.ctu.ations in the rate of eschance 'between the Straits dollar and the 

pou.ad sterl1zac. Otticials receiftd tbeir salaries in doUars, so that 

as the val_ of tbe dollar fell-from 4&. 64. in 1872 to as 1ft as 1 •• 64. 
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in 1902-the amount of 1Il01'le7 the:,r could rem. t to Iri ta1n tor the suppert 

of tam1lies or relatives or to use whUe on heme leave stead11.:,r 

decreased. !o correct this, in 1903 otticials were g1ftn the opporttm1V 

to accept a scheme br which their salaries were e:zpreesed ill sterl:l.J:ts 

but paid in dollars at the current rate or exclUma'e. Most COV8rD111ent 

ser9'ante decided to accept this sOheme as a means of protect:I.J:ts their 

salaries ega1net the falling value of the dollar. A1moet 1DIediate17 

after the sterl:l.J:ts scheme vas introdttced, however, the value of the 

dollar rose marJ&:edl:,r and in 1906 was fixed at 2s. 44. As a result the 

amoutlt of moneJ' which officials received in dollars w_ creat17 

d1m1n1shed.7 

Bow the rising value ot the dollar affected one 01'1'11 servant ill 

Perak 1s shown ill 'alde 9. Between 1903 and 1906 1I1s sala17 rose ~ 

i:4SO to £520 per 8l'l11.UIIl 'but the amount he received in dollars dropped 

from $4'" to :1357 per month. Sipif'icant17, he did _t tr:.r to save 

mone7 by reducd.DC the number of se"ants he emp1o:,red, all se'ftll were 

considered essential for the European home in Malqa. '!he cook and "lJo1". 

who were usual17 Bailams, performed most of the !r.craaehold duties. A 

JIal.a7 or Iad1an ~ or, more cOllBlOlll7, 01l1nese (usuall7 OSlltonese) 

.IIIIl. was 1dred to care tor the ohildren. !he water carrier <-. • .III.t>. 
usualll a low-oaste Indian, had the task of oleanill&' the toilets, _ 

. well as oa1'17iDl' vater. Until the 1900s the .ID.fL, almost al1fa7S a 

Bopnese or lI'alq. oared for the horses and drcmt the oarriap, ill the 

1900s he qld.cklJ' adapted to the role or motor mecha:a.io and cha1lffeur.8 

, 

7 J:lQdadll Report, pp.3-4. '". 

8 "We will teach )"OUr S:.rcs to dr1 ft it," said adftrtisemente tor the 
A11d.on metor Car ill the laln.l&l ill 1901. 
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TABLE 9 

!lOH.ILY IUlLY I'U.l)QIi'S OJ' All OJ'PICIAL III PDAlII 190' .AD 1906 

JIM'S 

Cook 
~ 
Ayah 
Water Carrier 
S70e 
Gardener 
Washerman 

!MIt waRt· §Jmdrt,s 
Coat's Ja.aaar Account 
If1lk 
Bread 
Coftee 
Ice 
IB.Deral Waters 
Oil 
ftrewood 
Horse • s :rood 
SIloe1Dc Horse 
Liqv.ors 
8r00erie. 

larch 190' 

Salary - £480 p .. a. 
(Dollar. 1 s. ?id.) 

14.00 
14.00 
18.00 
10.00 
10.00 
12.00 
10.00 

88.00 

44.23 
14.00 
4.50 
.72 

2.40 
5.40 
'.90 
6.20 

12.00 
2.00 

24.60 
24.00 

231.95 
(£18 1641. 114.) 

240.61 
(£19 11 •• 1d.) 

l'IJT .IOI'J!lLY SALARY (after 472.62 
4e4_Uac widow and. 0l."pbaD.' s (£58 Se. 04.) 
tad ooatri1iutloa) 

IfarcIl 1906 
Sala1'7 - ~ p.a. 
(Dollar. as. 44.) 

14.00 
16.00 
18.00 
11.00 
12 .. 00 
12.00 
11.00 

94.00 

47.60 
14.00 
4.50 
.96 
.90 

5.40 
'.27 
5.00 

12.00 
2.00 

20.88 
20.00 

~.51 
(m 11 •• 104.) 

126.06 
(£14 141. 2d.) 

'56.51 
(.£41 12s. Od.) 

§:wa' Ifeaor1a1 ot PEtrak Offioials, 1906, AppeD.d.iz 41(1), ill CivU Serrtce 
Coad. ttee, Itlda' JIl. .... &Jlt (bala Luapar, 1917). p.28. . 

.ILk' EzJe_s are tor a married of'floial. apparnt17 with. one olIUd. 
Salaries correspoad to those ot a civil servant who joined 11l ear17 189Oa. 
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'!'lIe prdener <gm) looked after the surroundiDp ~ the 110.... With 

the uceptiOft of the vashemau (dho'bie), who provided his eer'ri.eee to 

....,. households, aU ~ the serrants US1I&l.17 11ftd in quarters attaehed 

to tt&e1r emplcverts l'loaBe. !he eenants were ezpeeted to prov14e t1wir 

Oft teod out of their vaps. .A.,... i!urctpeaa 'baclIelor llv1Dc in or 

near a ton vould uual17 ha .... his Oft RItoT' 8114 aMra the espe_ ~ 

a .... vater carrier, aad perhaps a careleDar ae weU nth _ther 

'baolle1or • 

stace lie tid aot 1"8..... t'b.e .... 1' ~ .e1'ftRts lie emplcvea.. '* 
ciTil eel'ftDt vlaose e ... __ are PftD 1a fable 9 had leas _,. to 

speDd Oft eleth1z:t8, f1IrD1ture, II1s c1'd.1dreat s .... u, ... Ie .... , recreation, 

aDd iDnraaoe. As the table ...... ts, the cost 1a dollare ~ rw:m1 DC 

a hou.aeheld at the same standard reJI81Bed aearlV OOftStaat 'between 1~ 

aDd 1906, lilt -tart1Bc 1a &boat 1906 EtU'OJ188118 were alae faced with a 

rise 11'1 the cost of I1'9i.DC. As a renlt of meaoriale presented at '* 
eat of 1906 sad 'beeim1DC of 19f1T the Colonial 0ft1ce CftIBted ott1c1a1_ 

a ten percent local allOV8ilt.Ce.9 !he vartoua .ff ....... _ civil 

eel'ftDts after 19tf1 to 1apron tke1r salari •• IIlICh more ... taau'811,. 

w111 'be d •• ort ... d later in this chapter. 

!ke IdilfiLer cost 01' II81ntahdDC the -_ standard of U'9'i.DC vas 

tar froJI the 0D17 reaeon ciTil senants were di ... U.tied with their 

salarie.. !ke standard at 1dl101a. 'tile,. 'be11eftd til.,. sIsould 11ft vas 

itself ri-iDC d~ the first decade of • tventietai. eentur,.. 'ftd.s 

.. v standard to widell. the,. aspired vas m81 n1,. the renlt of the pros

peritJ' 0'1 uaottie1ale, tirst in tlle Straits Settlemeata aad thea in 

the •••• B. l:a 1901 it vas reperted tIlat .... Earepe_ Jlltrohaate aDd 

9 Bu.eJm111 Report. p.134. 
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professiODal men in the Straits had reeentlJ' retired to Ir1taiDwitll 

forllmee of Between £50,000 aDd £100,000. tiThe stJ'le of l1viaa lras 

OODSeq1l8Dtl7 crown JIlOre ezpeDSive ad eTe~ !aae iDcreased in price ... 10 

u.omoiala ill the f.LS. did DOt 8JQ07 a similar pr9SperitJ' until the 

_gJ.1Udac of the rU'ber 110_ years ill 1906. As.t. Ii. Kena. a ...... r 

of the J'ederal 001lll0il later pat it, _tore 1906 it 11&8 "the ezoeptin 

w tiD4 ..., plaater ill wl:aat ODe WO\ll4 oall affl_nt oiro'aastaaoes·. 

The trPioal pJ.cmeer plaater 1Ia4 to ... :bard opeDiDC a ..... estate aDd, 

88 he waited for the treea to reaoJa _'Writ7. liT84 ill a aimple aJJa'At7. 

reoeived little pq, aad ltri.cJ!lteD84 J!lis life wi tIa. atnd.ckt wtd.dq. 

JegJ.niac wi til the lteom of 1906 Ids .., of lite ~4 aarlIe417. .. 

DOW 1Ia4 a Id.Iher 1Doome. a 1ItJ.OJ!l l.a.qer ~.. u4 two or tJlree Jd.D4s 

of lUiuors ill Ilis oa1Wt.et aDd oCNld afford. w "'" a aotoroJ'Gle or oar. '1 

Kellin was perMpl reterriDC -iDlT w JIl8Da8ers aa4 prop'1etar7 planters 

rather tau. assistants _t J!lis OOIIlJU'iSOD 408. J!lol4 tru.e tor a larp 

..... r of planters as the iad_tq proaJiMtre4. !he wealtJ!l1eat planters 

were thoee who had OJiMtB.ed e.ta_s vitia. tlt.etr 0Im capital .en Wore 

the ~r ~ ked thea had their ,...J8rv floated .. ~es, aa4 

had accepted sJ!lares as part of tIt.e parolIase price. As iaYeskrs ia 

~ .aprlJ' pat tlt.eir :tua4s iDw tIt.e :nt.ltIIer iadutq the val_ of 

noeived shares wortJ!l 2s •• aoIl wl:aea he floated Ilia two estates iD 1905. 

ill 1910. 1Ihea the Tal- of eaell aJ:aare had naohed 4Os •• tIt.e wtal Tal_ 

of J!lis slaares .. IZT5 ,000. 12 

10 S .. tt. .... w Oo1oD1al ott1ce. 17 .,. 1901, 1a Oi"f'U Senice 
OOlRlttee, BtBiJrt 91. _riel,. p.7. 

11 Budad11·ieport, .lppeadb: nI, ,.4. 

12 R. lI. Iruoe LooId:tart, htw;a .. "Jill ( •• Tork. 1956). pp.177-78. 
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tJaeir salaries, lNt now th.eir discontent 'became much more intease. 

The7 saw men 'Ifho were DOt as Mp17 eduoated and 1B JIIlalQ' oases, tbeJ' 

1Iel1 ..... d. less cat*de than tJaemselws sadileBll' 1Ie~ wea1tJQ' or 

at least 00IIt.~ weU-off. As ...... rmI.eJlt reW1m8S seared, th.eir 

0118 salaries imprft'ed onl7 sl1clat17. At least .. cadet--irio lIacfadJ9n 

-u.d sewral oft101a1s 1B th.e pnJf .ssinal departments left .,..:mmeat 

•• rvioe tor tile rewards ot plant1Dc and o_roe. And seftral retired 

senior offio1al., _t DOta1tlr'SwetteDilam. W ••• freaoher, and E. 11. JI1roh, 

sat .. th.e Ha.rd8 of directors o't l"'III'J_r and t1B ....,...s. 'fh.e "1adecent 

preo1p1t8l107", as JiI. tiMa called it, with wh1eJa retired .... JdsVators 

_came irn'olYSd 1B local .. 1aess.s e~d to, otticials 1B Ifalap 

aad at tJae Colonial Otfioe. 1
, The repatatt .. of tile ~nt was 

twtiler threateu4 __ oft101a1s who trt.e4 to derive some .aetit Ira 

• __ '7 ~ and seUlac SMrsS 18 lAeal ~r cOlllJ8ldes. It is 

.. t clear .. e%teasift tlds praoUoe was, IiIlt at ... Jaes.p.t of the 

~. __ the Rea1dent-Ge .. ral wrote that "it is tree17 reported tlaat 

a ft17 lar ........ r. it Bet th.e u.1orit7. ot of t101als'' , iBOl1ldiDlr MtIL 

l191d.or and ~D1.or off1cers, were participat1Dc 1B nell tr&D8acUODfI. 

Atter. scandal 1B 1910 in whieJa th.e __ a of se'ftral JlIId.1c seJ'9IUlts 

were 1Bc1w1ed 1a the prospectus for a PEtrak estate tile .... :mmea't 

" t .... ilMa.it. .... '.iLS• (1911). ,.:50. The arUcle 1B at :aat 
the Chief Secreta1"J' was reterriDs to was on ·"rthem !Jipria and 
1ts ~" (25 Se,temlter 1911), _t he re~ its oIaeenati_ 
as 8l9171 .. to retired Halqan offioials &8 wen. 1ft 19t11 the 
Seoretal"J' .f State had ianed. a OOIIfident1al o1roul.ar to all senior 
oola1a1 ,ffioials t~ to di.oourap them frCIIl later, ctarlac 
tJae1r retirements, _oOlliDe directors of cOlQ8ld.es .,.ratlac 1B 
terri tories where t'Iley were tile. serving. Blaia to all Ocimtrmaeats, 
15 I'e~ 1907. CO 854/'68. )'or the Col_ial Offioe's reacU .. 
to Swettellham's lRud .. s8 tlea11Dp i. Johore, see"'. de V. Allea, 
D..,eJaore, 1901-1914". "'BAS, 45, Part 2 (1972), 1-28. 



e:a:toroed JIl\IOh more strictly rules proh1ld tin« the inTol'V8ll8Bt of offtcials 

ia local 1Nainesses.14 

In the 1"l1b_r districts the prosperity of planters brotIcBt a'bout 

a e!aaDp witlWl European soctev_ !he District Officer had _en the 

adisputed leader, the..iUI baw, in the district both because of his 

official posi tioa and becallH he received tile lU.Chest salary of IIfII.'I 

~an in the area. Be was npected to entertaia Tisi tors and to 

set an ezaaple '" P'9'iJac more .-neroaa17 to local Uaril1es. !he District 

Otticer ... DOW, kowewr, __ what oversJ!la4owed '" platers who could 

afford to eaterta1.D laTisla17- !he District Of'ftcer. 8ai4 ODe otticial 

in 1919. "canaot afford to 1"IID a Clo 1Id.ll of half the a1I01IJlt whick .., 

seaior planter in the District can" .'5 ftaDters and other aofficials 

vere also amJ lib17 than ctTil servaats to OWB aD _tomo'bUe, wJd.cIl 

was the surest SJ'IllIol of .hether a _ had atta1Ded a certdn standard 

of vealtll. lfitlleut _tor cars, ODe District otficer iDsisted, officials 

were tn d ..... 1" of dropp1Dc at of social actirities aad 11T1»I' at a 

l .. er lewl than other Europeans. "If 0Dl7 to 'II)IIold tile pres'tip of 

tile GoveJ'BUllt", .. tiler otfioial adde4, flftr, .-.I"D1'II8Dt officer sho1Ild 

re_tw • salarJ' wld.cIl allowed Jd.1I to ...,. a oar.'0 

their ... a1Id.litJ- to le.d • ao:re .zpeuiw .tvl. of lit. ~ .. , 

ott1o:ia1s CMIIIIl.4. CD the oODtrar,r. ODe of the most aotali4e aspects 

'. aesid.at-General to .Atl4ersoa. 24 J~ 1910, eaolosed in Aaderson 
to Crew, OODt1der1tial of 19 April 1910, and AD4ersOl1 to Crewe. 215 
of 9 It111.e 1910, _til in CO 2137",. 

15 2eati...., of R. J. .. ClqtoD.. BaokD1 11 Report, Appead.iK V, p.236. 

" A. S. ~. and H. G. R. LeoDard, hokn111 Report, AJpendb: In, p.61. 



of the oiTil serorants t struggle for higher salaries was the a~ 

with. which it was supported ..,. prominent lmofficWs. In 1910, 1917. 

and 1918 unoffioial mem'bers ot the Federal Cct1mCU a:ppealeti to the 

II1cb. ComissicmeZ" emd the Color.dal Offic. to iDorease tile salaries of 

offioials.17 '!here were two important reasons tor fIIle sJllpatb7 aad 

support whioll unoffioiala cave officials. Ia the tirst place, there 

were important 'bonds between the two crouJ8 wMoll .~ them to 

adopt and ma1ataiD a s1a1lar style of liviDC. ~ the maJorit,. ot 

officials Ilad lmiversit;r e4taoatio_ aDd _t 1III8ffioiala did aet. the,. 

Jiad otteR attended tbe .... ptdtlio solloels. !hese assooiatiOml ere 1Ia1ll

tained 1D IIalqa Nth. iDtomallJ' aad at Old ...... diDllarsJ a ptheriDc 

ot Old JIaUe~ 1D 1904 was prolJab17 the first of tile .. ~rs. 18 

UDoff'i.ohls al.se bad FaCti.cal. re .... for ~ oiril . 

4eoistou if tbeJ' aDd otfioials ma1ataiMd social ocmtaot wi til ... 

aaether. 'I!lGfti.ela1s teared the ooaseq_l!lOeS of offioials ~ 

oat ot the soo1a11if'e of the hropaan oom-a1t7 becaase of ~te 

salari ••• 

17 M~ 

18 ~&T 1Iil, 7 September 1904.. At least tbree of' tile ten who 
atteD4ed were plaDt.:m. 
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secl1.lded lives (i"e., BOt 1IirlDg with other Europeans) got Ollt of tOllch 

and, in the case of JBa«istra1ies, tended to make decisions "DOt at SQch 

a practical nature as is desirable". 19 "Leisure actiTi ties". ~ta 

C. WriPt Rills in his stw.dJ' of the American "Power Eli ta", "are ODe 

WIJ:I of ~ co-ordi.nation between various sections and elements of 

the upper cla88."2O In Malqa social activities ~rved the same pI1'POH 

in preserviJ:tc the um. ty of the official ad lIDOffic1al sections of the 

Officials were consci_ of ma1at8ini .. their ,..i tion iD the 

J.ars8:r IIalqan society as wen as with1n tile Ea:ropean c_i ty. !m 

prosperity of J'JO'II.-Iuropeans, especial17 Cbiatee, du.r1 .. tile same period 

therefore 11'&8 anatller reason offioials believed the,. ebo'tIld Mve ld.f:lter 

salaries. c;ae wealth of the Chinese contri_ted to the risi. cost of 

liviJ::tg and also plqed some part in setti. the hiPer standard of 

liviJ::tg to wldch Europeans believed the,. mut adhere. In the 1890e the 

wealthiest individuals in the F.II.S. J:lad been C1hinese, at the evidence 

sucpsts that after 1900 more and more Ch1nese used their riches to 

aot.u.tre a st,'le of liviJ::tg whioh was both more opilent and more westernised. 

WealtlQ" ChiDese hired Eur.Optan architects to 'baUd their .... , ~t 

oars, fUrniture, clothiDC. aDd other goods iaported fr'a Earct)te, and 

trained race horses.yin hala LuIIapIr the Re.d.denWeneral' s offioial 

resideno. "Carcosa" was ems of the few European houses which could be 

ooapa.red to toke 'few"s mansion off lata. Read, Loke Chow nt's home 

('bailt in .... t 1904 and later to _come the lilap1re Botel) or ltoke 

Chow ftIJ'e' s ... (.-d "B1rJraall" after a aanor in Scotland where he 

19 J. IIoClIlloch, BuaJmUl !teport, Jppendiz III, ,. n. 
20 C. Wrt.cht Bills, .DI. Pili' Bit. (lie. 'fork, 1956), ,.88. 



had s.,.d) on Aapal'lC Road, where lIIID7 other rich OJ:d.J::lese lRd.l:h their 
lr 

homes.21-lCIn 1907 the waal thiest OJ:d.J::IeBe 1D ltuala Lapar f01'llled .. 1r 

OD social club. Located em a site OftrleoldJ::tc the race course, the 

Weld lRll 01'8;11 wu 1lDlU"iouel7 t'UrldBhed and kad the M.ahest subscription 

fee of e:rr, 01_ is the P.LS.
22 

] (c:'I-::~:~"~"::k"'"";'~"A' <;~:~ 1 ,",-.. ,~',---

Jlarr1a8e for men parsu1B(r oareers 1a Kala;ra was eztreae17 

expmsive. '1'0 uaderstand tlda it 18 --fNl81"7 to look firat at at"titudea 

coaon to the mlddle ClaiSS of Britain, the c1aBa .. wblch the ereat 

~ori 'tJ' of Europeana in Halqa lIe1oapd, ad thea at the apeoial cem

d1 tiona of marriap in Halqa. In the latter Jan of the a1neteenth 

cental.7 and wall into the twentieth the preva1l..i1w m.tddle-clasa att1 tude 

was tMt a man allould marry ~ when he waa able to proride hia wife 

all the comforts to which ahe wu accustomed in her Jarents· h.ome. 

l(oreover, men hes1tated to _rry _tU the,. were awe that aarr1a.p 

would not eD.d.aDpr their abill'tJ' to meet the ezpe1'.UllH aeede4 to _intain 

their own social poa1t1em. Maniap therefore wu considered out of the 

ql.lea101on _tU a man wu wall eataltl1shed in his career and COlIld 1oo1t 

forward to a ateadu,. increulDc income with wblch to raise and 

ed1acate hia children in the same raanner in which he kad h1uelt lte .. 

21 Dorn and educated 1a Pe%J.l1DS. Lob 0A.0w nt and his brother Lola 
Ohow !b7e were two of the lead1Dg mlne owners in Malqa and t.oth 
ware hwolved in _roue otl»r 'bua1ness aotiy1t1es. Lob .... Ittt 
was Jart OWI1er of OhoW nt and 00., the 1arpst asneral store in 
ltula Lapar. In the ear17 1900s Lob Ohow nt was one of the 
pr1no1pa1 -»1- farmers, ftile h1a brother wa rioe-pre.1dent of 
the Se1anpr Aat1...Qp1_ Soc1eV. Doth seat their children to 
Britain to lie educated. wricht and Oartwript, ZJqtUa qaBia: 
k'1iI11&sa. pp.160, 533, 9~4. 

22 ~., pp.8;6-57, IB;J&z,Wl, 22 Juq 1907. 



educated. !o enter into an earl,. ~ vas CODBtdered ~t or 

even hi.sklY irresponsible. In practice this meant that middl .... laa 

men did not ma.rrJ' 'tmtU their late 'twenties or earl,. 'thirties. ~ 

!he salary which men l:lelieved the,. needed in order to -rr.r in 

Halaya was IIlt1CJl Jttcber titan that needed in Drt ta1n. !Jd.s was part17 

\1eoauee the standard of liviDC for Rvo,.... in Hal.,.. was Jttcber and 

IIlt1CJl more I1Cidlr' defined t1Ian the middle-class atandard in Jr1 tain. 

Walker wrote in 1912, "his ideas of what .. __ do wi~t \1eoeme 

"Ier, II'tJ.C!1 eDJ.arpd ••• ,,24 And .... a aan oontem.PJ.ated asldac a 

woaan to IIa1'rJ' b1m, noted tile wu: JIal, .. ll.eei tated -tor tear lest 

he will aet \)& able to cive her all tha oonveniellOes and aocessories 

wh10k he fiBds kis .. ~ kas pl"O"f'ided for the wite of his bosom." 

"!he tendeBOY out here", the paper added. "is tor everyone to U"Ie 

exaotl,. after the style set ... tile well-to-do, to bel' up the same 

table e¢paeDt, to follow the same pars1d.ts, to \)&ooae iD tact d..t. 

treaders of the sse social JIlll ... 25 file cost of marr1_ in Ifalqa 

was _de e"len g.re.a'ter tkaD lt was tor a aan 11"t'lac' 1D Britain ... use 

men had to Sllpport their wives and childrea lD kitalD .• 1 ... perlHsJ 

tile otalldreD bad to \1e ed.uoated tllere and the troplaal cU.mate, it wu 

\)&lieved. atteeted women and chUdreD more _vere1»' t2IaD it did Ile .. 

Da.rlrlc the periods when kis wlte was in ElIrope • aan bad to provide her 

23 See J. A. and Olive BaBts, Je'.a. _.lIIUJ,:[ a-_- Ja I10tarlM 
EadR4 (L1"1erpool, 1964), chapters 5 aDd~ 

24 ZiII. st "J'D' 7 Karch 1912. !he pass_ comes frOm & 00* ... 
and klNsekeepiDc pl4e prepared lQ' Jfrs. Walker, the wife of a 0111,1 
servant. 



wi. tit a I:loD&e aD4 other oomforts appropriate for Jler soo:J.al ,.,1 tiea. 

At the same time he oould not areatly reduce his fIWD· e:peases in ~ 

for \7 doiDe 80 Jle would eDdepr ltrl.t1u prestip'. 

U'at:U the t1rst decade of the twe.t1etlt oeatar:r .. t meD avo1ded 

or ,.tpolled. Jl&rr1_ more laeoause 11v1DC OODtiUou in tke Hal.q States 

were not oODllidered wft1oieatl7 oomforta1tle for ~ WOE. tlrr.Im 

beoa'/iWe of low sa1ar::J.es. INt after 1900 1 t laeosme 1ao.reesDsl7 ea87 

for Euro:.peua l1TJ.J:t.J in the larger town. to .ua.,. tM _a1t1es aD4 

oomtorts tM7 lett laeh1Bd in .. 1 ts1n. ID bala I.tuJrpu' medical :tao1l1 ties 

were iIIproTed with tM opea:l.Dc of tM Buropeua Boa_tal ear1,- 1:a 1904. 

A 8IIall sabool tor Eu.ro:peaa &1rla was ~ tM toU"'~. I:a 

1910, shortly after the OOIlpletion ot the mai.Il rail".,. l:J.De, the 

Sincapore Cold stor..- Oompaq. wJl:J.oh had -- prov1d:J.Dc S1ztcapore 

rea1dents with laeet, mutton, butter. and other produots from Auatralia 

111:aoe 1905. o:pell8d a braaoh 1:a Kuala~; ..,. 1914 the ~ bad 

other braaokea in lC.l.s.nc. Ipoh, ~pinc, and falok A:a8OL 26 '!'he o:pe:a:J.Dc 

of two tair1,- larp hotels, tke Ea}l1re Botel:J.:a 1909 and tM Station 

Botel 1:a 1911, made l.usla'.L1aaplr a much more oomfortdle place tor 

via1 tors and Il8woomers. J'1ae11,-. the old Si.BcIapore firm of ..leba 1,1 ttle fS 

opell8d a larp depa:r1BeDt store in the oe:atre 01' Kuala '-par :J.:a about 

191 ,. It teatured eleatrio l1tta and faIlS aad a retreahlaent room wM.oh 

Clu1okl7 '&teoame a popular morD1Jtg meet1Dc place tor European. womeD. 

Up unt:U the J'1rat World War Europeau who lived tar trom ltuala 

Ltapar and otMr larae tOWD8 did not e~07 tMse oomtorte. Some meD 

therefore oont1mled to th1Dk tltat it woUl.d be 1rrespons1Ue to 1118.1'1.7'. 



"C.ould aTrI' decent Englishman, when he calls back to mel1017' his home ad 

surroundings in the Old Country," wrote a planter who lived in a very 

remote part of Pahang, "ask &'I.f3' decent 3irl brought up amid s1m1lar 

conditions to forsake all that that life connotes at Bome to share the 

Godforsaken loneliness, the soul-shattering moaotoD1' and the utter 

dreariness of a rubber estatettt27 I'evertheless, in the years before the 

war an ever increasing number of men believed that living eoad! tions 

were no longer an important deterrent to marri.... More than &'I.f3'thiDc 

else, salaries determined whether Britishers of' middle-class ba~ound 

married and, if' so, at what ape It was one of' the main complaints of' 

civil servants that their salaries were in f'act too low to permit 

marriage at a reasonably early ape 

The attitude of' civil servants may be contrasted with that of' 

the rew Britishers or wor1d.ng-class ori3ins. Referri1rc to the small 

European outstation cOlllWl1ties in the P.R.S. before the war, Winstedt 

wrote that "salaries wem so small ••• [that] there was hardly & 

married official except for the Inspector of' PoUce, :I'" class Itg;piV4 

JIM. 19.1Srtt • 28 Because or their bac1qr.round poUce inspectors were 

unlike17 to Dl8l'17 women with the same expectations of material comfort 

as those whom civil servants would hope to marr.r. Indeed there is 

evidence that before World War I some men were 1J18.rI71nc Eurasian or 

Asian women knowing that the,. BliPt never be able to afford a European 

wife. In 1897 Robsoa claimed that there were "numerous" cases of' 

Europeans marr;ring women "born and brought up in the East". Clear17 

27 Letter from "Ulu Pahang". It"Y 1Sl. a Karch 191,. 

28 Winstedt, star, J:£Iil~, Pl).17-18. Emphasis added. Winstedt adds 
that an inspector's income "was not al'W&J'8 confined to h1s aalar;r". 



most of these men were relatively low on the European social ladder as 

Robson indioated that suoh a marriage was ideal for a "poor manti. 29 

That some polioe inspeotors were marryiDc local women is suaested by 

the speoial olause in their leave regulations whioh stated that once in 

seven years free second-class passages to Britain would be civea to 

an inspeotor and his wife "provided the wife is not a nati7\! of the 

East" • '0 In 1914 the hneral Manager of Railways used the same phrase 

when he revised the leave regulations o"f European looemotive drivers.,1 

It needs to be stressed 'that whether offioials, planters, and 

oommercial men married ooncerned not only the mea themselves Rt also 

the European oOlllltm t;y as a whole. ~ Europeans viewed the lack of 

,women as a blicht on the community and hoped that earlier urri .... s 

would disooorage men from ta1d.!lc Asian mistresses, freqlMntiDg lJrothels, 

where the,. were like17 to oontraot venereal disease, aDd nsti. so 

JlUoh time and mone,. ar0Wl4 the bar. The Reverend VI. E. Horler, ohairman 

of the Jlethodist-Episoopal Coaitt.ee on Pu1Jlio Korals, was one of those 

who believed that these problems would be solved if the 80vemment and 

private emplo,-ers paid men hisher salaries ear17 in their oareers to 

enable them to mar1'7.'2 The Nt;[.!fI;&.l too Iloped to "render the oorporate 

life of the oommunlt;y the olean and wholesome thiDg it should be" 

lmt olaimed that it was the European standard of liviDg rather than the 

prevailiDc rate of salaries whioh was the true villain. A high standard 

29 "larriap in the East", lila: ~ 17 Karoh 1897. 

~ F.X.S. Civil Servioe List (1904), p.xxvi. 

,1 ICO 795/1914. 

'2 Editorials, W&t Jail. 20 J'e1.u"llar7 and 3 IIaroh 1913, letter from 
"!rentside", JJd4.~Jlarch 191'. COD,oultinap and prostitution will 
be disoussed in Chapter 8. 



of living might gain the respect of the native popu1ation9 arp.ed the 

editor9 but adherence to this standard also had the effect of prevent

iDg men from marrJ"inc and was therefore responsible for the low standard 

of morals among Europeans. The paper then bo1d17 sug.Jested a 10werirla 

of the European standard of 1iviDg as the first step to eneouraciD& man 

to marry. 33 The great majori t7 of Europeans, however, considered such 

a proposal as Ul'lth' Df(a 'ble : salaries should 'be high enoug-h to permi t 

marriage without in a.rq wq undermiDiDC their standard or living. 

The question of marriage affected the salaries issue in still 

another wrq. "*!'here has been an eztraord.inar7 am01Ult of intermarriap 

between the families of civil servants and Ul'loftioial residents," wrote 

a Colonial Offioe official in 1910.34 If on17 because so malQ' men were 

'bachelors and because pro'bab17 the majority of married men first met 

their wives in Europe the number of oases could not have been 8.8 ,reat 

as the official augcested. levertheless :l.ntermarrl. must have 'Deen 

very important both in streng'theniDa the 'bonds between officials and 

unofficials and in raisiDg officials' expectations for salaries. It 

is eas7 to see how even a small sm01Ult of intermarriap could oauae 

unofficials to sJIlpathiae with officials "" mat:hta salaries a fam:l.l.7 

concern 8.S well as a matter ot pr0st:l.se. Equal.lJ' important, it would 

heighten the desire of officials tor a salary similar to that enjoJ'ed 

'bJ' unotticia1s. A oivil servant IIS.rr;yiDC or even hopiDg to marry 

the daughter of 8. wealtIV merchant, 'baker, or planter would, in 

aocordanoe with the prevailiDC Dri tish ideas of marriap, want to 

" "'!'he Lack ot Women", WK~' 8 September 191,. 

,.. Kinute 'bJ' R. E. Stubbs, 7 J'ebruar7 1910, on Anderson to Crewe, 
18 of 1, January 1910, CO 27,/,60. 



provide her with a standard of living as near as possible to the 0IMt 

to which she was accustomed. 

HavillB looked at the reasons civil senants were comiDg to 

expect a hieber standard of living we IIla3' now trace their efforts to 

iaprove their salaries. 

Ru0.»i. qf tile Selari!s 9!MUPn 

In 1909 the Secretary of State ~d that the allowance 

which he had granted officials ill 1907 woald lte civetn for at least 

another two Tears. B7 this time however civil aenants were beOOlliDC 

increasinglT iDSistent that their salaries ehould R improved JI'I.lCh 

more su'bstant1al.17. In 1909 the CiTil Sanice COI'IIlittee of the hdBn.ted 

JIalq States, whom members of the cadet aeNice had elected to act as 

their representatives, prepared a memorial which ftS siped b7 most 

ci vi1 senants and theD. presented to the Hicb COI'IIlissiOlMtr t Sir J oha. 

Anderson, OD. the question of salaries. Dle memorial JOinted out that 

the aver. sal8.l7 of civil senants was much lower in the F ••• S. than 

in t __ straits and CeTlon and claimed that tId.s dill ere_ .. 4ue to 

the fact that a V'FI'r7 hiP proportion of civil aervants 111. the F.lLS. 

were stacnatiJlB in the lower grades of the service. (!he main bod7 01' 

the ciTil aervice was divided into five "c1&saes", with alass I at the 

top aD.d Olass V at the 'bottom. Dle Resident..4eneral and Residents held 

"staff" appointments, while the J"OWIPst civil Benants were Jmowa as 

"cadets".) !he memorialists therefore hoped that their desire for 

hicher salaries could lte met to a creat extent _ ~ the struotve 

of the service.'5 

'5 lfemorlal of' 1' ••• 8. Cadets, in JDderBon to ere ... 18 01' 1, Ja:au.a:q 
1910, CO 27'/360. 
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The High Commissioner and the Colonial Offioe agreed that there 

should be an inquiry into the salaries ot oivil servants in the 1.I .. S. 

The,. alsO' believed that the inqui1'7 should be conduoted lty somecne :trom 

the Colonial Office rather than a looal committee. In a minute written 

shortly af'ter the Cclonial Office received the cadets' memorial 

R. E. stubbs, a pel'lWlent ottioial in the Eastern Departaent, arguetL 

that it would be impossible to for.. a 100al oGmBission which would not 

be biased in the favour of oivU servants. A oommission made up of 

offioials would, he wrote, natural.l7 be liberal in JI&ld.nc recommendations 

regardinc their own welfare wbUe a OOIImI.1asion of unoftioials would be 

inf1uenoed b7 their olose social and personal ties with offioials. 

Stubbs alsO' observed that sinoe the greater part of aovemment revenues 

oame from Chinese sources unoffioials would not be res trained b7 the 

thought that high salaries for offioials would hurt their own prosperit,'. 

He therefore stroncl,. supported the view that somecne :trom the Cclonial 

Offioe should be sent to Ralqa to' report on salaries.,6 In the event, 

Stubbs was himself chosen for the task and spent two months in JIalqa 

in the latter part of 1910. :a,. the time he arrived he bad. been aaJred 

0,. the Seoretal')" of State to report on salaries ill the straits SettlSllSnts 

as well as in the '.M.S. 

Despi te his oautious reaotion to their memorial Stubbs oame to 

have a deep understandinc of' the reasons oivil servants were dissatistie4. 

Indeed, in his report Stubbs expressed even more foroef'ull7 than the,. 

had bow they viewed their r1chtfUl position in Malayan society. 

:36 Stu'blts mimlte of 7 february 1910, on~. Stu'bbs had been at the 
Colcnial Offioe silloe 1900. In 191' 1ie1ieoame Colonial Seoretar;v 
of Ceylon. In 1919 he was appointed Governor of JIoDC I:onc. J1e 
later served as Governor of Jamaica, Cyprus, and Ceylon. .. wu 
l£:a1ghted in 1919. 
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Acoording to stubbs, the expenses ot an ofticer ot the cadet service 

were "necessarily" much greater than those ot an official in England 

not so much because of higher costs "as on account ot the more luxurious 

style in which he must live, whether he wishes to do so or not". A 

civil servant 1n Halqa, Stubbs explained: 

• • • must conform to a standard which is set 
for him by other people if he is not to 
diminish the credit of the Service in the eyes 
both ot unofficial Europeans and. of the native 
eommm1ties. Be cannot, therefore, live in a 
cheap house even if he could find OIleJ he 
oannot dispense with tM usual :mlIIB1Ier of 
servants; he must belong to the uual. c1u. 
and p-rally live as other people do; and. if 
he is 8 married man or is in oharp of 8 dist
rict, he must do a oonsiderable 8IIOUBt of 
entertaining. 

stubbs went on to explaia wh:.r the standard to which offioials had to 

oonform had risen in reoent years. "It must be remembered that ..,. 

parts of the J'ederated Malq States now ooatain ••• a prosperous and 

weal t~ populatioD ot Europeans outside the CIoTeilt1'lment Service, a :tact 

~hich naturally leads to the settiDg of 8 hiIh standard or lirlDa.·'" 

Alt~h StUlNJ tho~,. lIDderstood the officials· point of 

view his actual recommeDdationa ooncernf.s:ll their salaries :tell :tar . 

short of what the,. had hoped :tor. Be did reooaeDd lnoreas1Dc the 

salaries of officials in the most junior grades and helpiDg them to 

achieve hfPer salaries sooner by reduoi!tC' the D1I1!IIber of years lISiUl.lT 

spent at the lower end of the hierarchy. Civil servants protested 

however that these improvemeats were not great enough to permit mea to 

JBarl7 at a reasonalllJ earl,. 888. Stubbs stated that a oivil senant 

Y7 "Report··or h. R. I. Stu~ on the Salarie. and Classifioation or 
the Cadet Service in the JIalq Peninsula", Celmoll Paper !fo. 10, 
lt4lral "waoD fDMld&MI (1911). 19.056-57. 



the proposed scheme, he would be receiving about £600 a year; Officials 

insisted that an income of £:700 was necessary for a man to marry 

"wi thout incurring pecun.iary embarrassment".:sa 

As for the more senior civil servants, Stubbs increased their 

salaries very slightly wt ru. gain was more thaD offset by the tact 

that he took awq the privilep they had had of tree housing. Horeover, 

he did not increase the number of posts available in the higher ~. 

Stubbs's proposals therefore meant that onoe a. man had married his 

salary would not increase rapidly enouch to meet the ever greater 

expenses of supporting a family and educatilllr hi. ch:Udren. "We submit 

tha t an officer should be able to s1 ve his sons as BOOd an education 

as he has had himself", deolared ',civil servants in a further memorial 

after the Stubbs report was published, "and that joining the service 

of this Gove:rnment should not entail sinking in the social scale. ,,'9 

Finally, a part of offioials' salaries under the new scheme was &iven 

in the form Of a duty allowance, which was DOt paid when they were awq 

on leave and whioh was not pensionable. Civil servant. were howver 

&iTen no ohoice by the Colonial Office wt to aocept the Stub. soheme. 

They were warned that the ten perceBt allowanoe they had been receiTiDc 

sinoe 1907 would be withdrawn if 'they did not accept. 40 

!be disoontent of oivil senante reaoked ite ptak durirc tile 

war J'ears. !he __ t of work offioials had to handle increased 

40 IUQknill Report, pp.141-150. 



ros. moze rapidl7 thaD the,. had 'betore the war, atl<l salaries were 

iJ'l~ue4 o1'll1' slilht17 "" varlous short-term aUowaoes. ~ the 

e:t:t&rts to iJaproft their salaries, 1mt atter the ptddleatioe e:t the 

report of the Ro,.al ao-tsslcm 0J'l the Pa'b11o Senioes :la IJ'lti.a :la 1916 

't1le7 felt ~ ... t1t1ed. 11'l ...,,,. such efforts. I1'l '9f7 olvU sel'ftJ'lts held. 

Jleetiap te «ee14e how lIest to t1IrtJler tIlelr Ca1I8e.
41 lle8llldd.le aottic1a1 

_'ben of the J'e4eral COtmoU were 'becomt". 11'loreuillCl1' euupobJ'l 

a1lo11t the salaries of ..... raeat EfIIPlOJ'&es. ftelr eoaoen .... BOt coaf'irled 

police iasPHtol'8 received __ h18her salaries tile,. lftNld .. tempted 

to aocept ltribes or extort _De,. from Asl_ 1a or4er to add to tIlelr 

11'loomes.42 It was part17 lIecause ot the ...... of -..tticlal.s la tile 

J'ed.eral aa.d Lec1elative C0'tDl011s tltat iJ'l .,. 1918 the ...... l'It.Or, Sir 

Arthur T01UlfJ. re.-sted the Secre'tarJ' or state's pe1"l\lseioJ'l to ft)rm a 

OOIIIIissi08 to make reooaeJ'ldatiOJ'lB 0J'l t1le emel'UllBnte of all ..... raeat 

se1"YaBts reoeivlB.c their salaries ill sterlillc. i.e., all EuJoopeeae 

_plopd "" tile ..... 1'J'l1IleJlt atl<l a ver, aal1 au1I1ter of Asiau. Ia ..... t 

the Secre'tarJ' ot state acreed to the fOZ'JDatioa ot the .,..,... Paldic 

Sem.ce Salaries Comm1selon.·' 

. ., ; 

41 C1vU Sern.oe OoIIId.ttee, ReFipt.!t ~. ».128-". 

42 .1. B. KeI11-. NiDI 9J!ta!~ J!aslda .. (1917). ,.330. 
4' 1'0UIlC to LoDe. 1, .,. 1918, aDd rep17 .,. LoBe. 12 J.upst 1918, 

cftIlOU'Psper 1'0. 21, bMW gtas" PJ:9sIJda .. (1"e), p,.C118-22. 
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since the,. 'believed (with aood reason) that UDOf'tic1als would 'be ver, 

.,apathetic aDd most .. aerows in their recomllleaMticms.44 11l hi. 

or1cf.Dal letter to the Colonial Offioe 1'0m.tC proJlOSed a commission 

coasistiq _:I nl7 of unoffioial. aDd presided OYer .,. a 3ud1e. In. 1I1s 

replJ' the SeoretarJ' of State asked tltat Sir 1 .. Jaolmtll, ruef 

1uatioe of the Straits Settl_ata, • appoiated presideat of the 

oOllllisaioa aDd that an e,ual Il'II.II1Ier of oft101als aDd UDOtfioials serve 

OIl 1t, tJnoee officials aDd tlaree uotf1oials are ewatual17 seleoted.45 

!he 1aportaat ,o1l1t is tltat all of tile oOlll1ssieat s JItII1ters resided. ill 

JIalqa .and .ere tlIerefore tb.oroucb17 1mlNed with the attitudes of tile 

European a_md V. .,. its tel'JlS of refereaoe the oammiasioa was 

liJl1 ted to investipt1Dc .&ad maid .. recOJlUlllfttlat1oJw em aalar1ea ad 

_ttera related to salaries, _t the oammissioaars iaterpreted this 

Te117 ltroadl7 .and ill SG1l8 respects _at far 'beJ'Olll tile te1'1l8 of refarellOe. 

the t1nal retort aDd the appeadioea ccm.taillil1c the testi1loD,J' and 

written statements of Il\IIIerGWI ciTil 88rv&11W,IIeIIllerS ot the proteasicmal 

aDd teolm1cal departmeats, aDd unofficials repre88llt .. _t searcl'd.J.tc 

iaq'td.z7 the 1Iri ti_ eftr lIDdertook iato their 1MQ' of Ufe 1n JIalqa •. 

44 CiTil Servioe COIII1ttee, h:rs:&at.sa: _nd •• p.1,1. 

45 .fore .. oOld.Jtc Chi.f 11l8tioe of the Straits Settlements 1a 1914. 
hem" 11 had held lep]. appoint1lleata in the Tra.1lS't'Ul, CJ'FU. 
aDd JIeM' baa'. where ke had beeI1 Atto~ .. ral. In. 1920 ke 
l.ft Jf&l.qa to .. come Pa.1.SIl8 Judge of the Pataa JU.c1t C01U."t. .. 
.. bipW in 191' ad died in 1926. file three offioials en 
tile salaries OOIIId.ssiOll were B. larriott, .6.1Idi Wr-8eaeral of the 
Straita Settl8ll.8Dts, OUTer I'arks. a Distriot Oftioer in PeraJq 
aDd c. S. S81IIlders, Repatrar of Coapaaie. and Oft1cial AssJ.pee, 
JIa1iI:lrnIptq Offioe. The three lUlOftio1als are R. 1. Addie, a 
partaer in Icmstead and Co. J A. K. E. IaapUire, ..... 1' of 
_ted, IIampshire &ad Co., Kuala LuIapuo, aDd "I. II. Elliot, 
partaer :La the old S1Dppore law f1m of RodJk aad hvi4aoa. 
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In his views on how a c1vil servant should live Bt1clmill dif'f'ered 

ve17 little troa Stu'bbs. Europeans in the pt'of'essiOBS and in o_rce. 

declared BuclmiU, "demand f'rom the of'fioial who 8e1"'9'eS them a standard 

of' lif'e which shall be in the main comparable vi th their om". while 

waltlv' Asians "eyen more than his om ooapatriots expeot him to maintain 

a posi t10n 01' dicni tJ''' • 46 'UDl.ike Stu... however. Jaokldll deYised a 

sa1aI7 scheme which in taot allowed civil 8erv_ts to f'u1fi1 these 

espeotatiOBS. lIavirlg fOtmd that civil serveate wre \)aiDe paid less 

thaD 'baI:tkei's, me1'1 in OGmIIlerce, _d pl_tera ot ap~teq the same 

ap. the OOfIIIissicm reooamended increases which placed the salaries of 

oivil servants someWbat ahead of those of most uaotticiala.. It is 

d1tticu1 t to " ezact in oompar1Dc the incomea ot plaatera and oivil 

servaats, since the former una1l7 raceived tree hO'wd.q and sometimes 

.ere paid ~es whe~as the latter had nriou aUowaaces hut (except 

for cadets) had to 1/&7 a saa11 re1'1t for their tartera. I'evertheless, 

Taltle 10, whioh oompares oivil servants' salaries with those of platers 

.. pl., on one larse croup ot estates, sifts some idea of how the 

Bu.oImUl soheme improved the positicm ot ~r officials. 

fte o..ussion insisted that a oivil serveat a1leu1d not be 

"oondemaed to a I1fs ot celi_OJ"'. 47 The eaheme therefore was desi&Ded 

to allow officers to m&r17 at the ap of tb.irt7. Since the soheme not 

cml7 raised the salaries of the :tJ.i&'her grades lRlt also inoreased the 

!l'tI1'I1Ier ot 88Jd.or posts a oivil servant o01lld be more certain of' a stead1ly 

r1s1aC 1aoeM with which to support his tam1l.7 and e411.O&te his ch1ldre1'1. 

46 Jao1nril1 lepert, p.169. Despite the stre •• laid OIl the views of 
Asia_, on1J''' .... ian, Oheo Kia PeDS. a lea41ac a1:ner 1a ItIala _par, 
presented evidence to the 00llld.ss108.. Aooordi. to Jao1trd 11, some 
proat .. t Cld.Jlese had spoke. at pu.'bUc .... t1lles ·w1th pitJ' and contempt 
et the salaries paid to their J'1Idces". (P.1 GO) 

47 BaclmiU Report, p.201. 
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TABLE 10 

JIOIft'BLl' SALA1UES 01' PLAlfTERS AJID CIVIL SERVAITS 

(Dollars per month) 

cin. §m;pts 

stublla Scheme lNotmill SCMme 

Sa:tln &n Urst ;gE 

Sllla; Q lil'1Ui ;gar 

200 

464 

179 

411 

275 

525 

SI'IiEAI' It.tclm111 Report, pp.'4:5-44, 202; planters' salarles ciTeD m 
.ApJlendis V, p.238. !Ile salari .. ciTen tor • S.MIa sc ... iDelll4e the 
duV allowance but not TariOW! ahort-term allowaces cranted duriD&' the 
war. Salaries wtsder the holmill sOheme do DOt inol'llde the 10 percent 
tempora17 allowance he also recoaended. 

Under the Bv.clmiU soheme salaries were not pd.d partl7 m the tGr.ll of 

a dUQ- allowance; oivil Mnate thus receiTed their h1l salaries .a 011 leaw an4 )aad hicher pensioDalfle salarie.. !!II COIIId._ion . 

theretore met all the ma30r 0~3ecti0D8 CiTil Mrvaata bad. bad a.lKNt • 

Stu .... aclleme. i'lle DeW ecJleme alao provided tree pulS_S to Europe 

eTel'"7 teur ,ears tor oivil .enats and .ir wiwa and a temporAl'"J" 

allowance to .et the sudden riM in the cost 0'1 li'Y'iDC which. occurred 

atter the war. 'file sala17 scales which. JNck:n1ll reoomended tor offlolus 

ia the 88m .. teTels ot the ncm-cadet semcea oloae17 resem1tled tJaat 

tor the cadet aenice, tl1o'aP salaries varied f'rom departmeat to 

department aocordiac to the prote.sional q1lal1tioat1oae and ezperience 

viii. were ~d. 
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.Altho. lie did not approve of the WfIiT bknill had allowed 

officials a;i:rl .• e'9'1denoe before the COI81se1oa to '9'0108 their feeu.s 

about the over'bean. nature of som.e of their superiors. the Governor 

was generall7 pleased with the cOllllies1on's work and their recommendations. 

Be endorsed the tundaental ;premise that officials in Jfe1qa could not 

l1ve as the,. mlCht in IDcland and that as a coas~_D4e their salaries 

had to be Jd.&h. ".As an esample I would IleBtioa tat o1f1cials who would 

1M quite pt'epared to travel third claae in bcland _t ptrtorce travel 

first class here." Attar ma1d.. a few 8IIall ~s Ia JtuoIm1ll t s 

sal&rJ'soales, YOUIl&' forwarded t1:le report to the Ooloatal Otti.. In 

a letter to the tJevernor in De.Jlber 1919 the Seoretar,r of' State deaori1Jed 

the preposals as "decidedl7 generous" 1Rlt acreed to acoept the soheme 

on17 1teeav.u the Halqan eoonorq had been flouriamtac and showed eve17 

sip of ooatimd.. to do so. The Oolonial Offioe also accepted Iocla:dll's 

proposal that all salaries should be ezpress.d in dollars rather 1tIan 

in~. Ittckzdll's proposal was consistent ,,1tll Jds'.-.. rat thesis 

that sal&rJ' so81e8 should 1te 4esiped onl7 with reprd to the outs and 

sptoial obliptioas wJa1c1l otricials in JJalqa baa to meet-Yi tllov.t 1Id1. 

oOlQU'isons to salaries in other parts ot the EIIpire. Ittt., Oe1oaial 

Ottioe otticial hoped that it would also have the advaatap or _ldll., 

"it more dittiou1 t tor Jealeu umoes elee"here to tipre .. t the 

sterl.11lc eqv.1va1ent ot what we are P87iq' in IJalqa". 48 ('ftle Oolosdal 

Ott1oe was soon to leam however that tlle other semoe. were not so 

8&s117 "oel"'"'.) ftIwJ, tor the first time since. peat ezpmaioa 

in ~ plantiq' and otlt.er eccmom1c actin ties at t1:le tura 01 the 
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cen'tu:.r7, of'fic1als in PJal8,7& DOW had salaries which allowed tll8m to 

maintain wbat tll8y believed was .1r proper position both wi. tlWl the 

Europeaa coam.nm1 t7 and in Italqan soo1eV. 

'AI c .. of *' 'b!3! MUD 

One of the premises of the Juekn1ll report was that the standard 

of living of .Ill. Europeans, whether or not the7 were employed in the 

govermAent services, should be above a certain level: "unless a European 

C811 . Mrn a wage on Which he is a'le to 11 v& decently as a European 

should he merel7 \trines d,1scred.1 t and contempt upon the British oorimun1 ty" .49 

This was 1t7 no means a IMW idea. In the 1860s OaerOIl had called atten-

tion to the dancer posed 'by the presence of unemplo,ed Europeans in 

Singapore. In 1897 Roltson complained that the presence of a few unempl07ed 

Europeans in Kuala Lumpur "does not strengthen our prestige vi th the 

nat1ves". 50 These views were 1Nt.sed on the assl1mption that in Asian 

eJe8 distinctions between Europeans of different nat1oRal1t1 .. and OOOU

pations were unimportant, so that &n7 contempt Asians lIIi8ht have for .. 

section of the European cOlll1lltUli t7 oould not fail to damace the prestise 

of the ruling power. Despite the possihle daqer to British prest1ae, 

the , .... S. goTermaent had however fO'W'ld it neces8&l7 to emplo," .. few 
. 

hropeau in positions for wh1eh the,. received a wace wJld.eh was not low 

__ Asian st8lldards at whioh was far below that considered appropriate 

for Europeans. 'l'lt.e lar .. st of these groups was the 1000ll0t1Te drivers, 

49 Jueb1ll Report, p.201. 

50 .lela C .. ron. !IE Tt2R&0M liueuiWU ill IIJM'M Ii~ (Load ... 
1865), p.281, Wu: J.I.&l., 15 March 1897. Pol' stmUar statements: 
l.tter from "L. ft. S1pg1JPjt .J:a!. lrIls. 22 Bovember 1 sea, Vr1s;ht 
and CsrtwriCht, bS!ltUtla Ollila IiIiIIIWRI. p.195. 
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who were recruited in larcer numbers as the railwq SJ'Stem expanded. 

In 1912 there were twenty-seven European dri vera and 'b7 1919 there were 

forty-su. 51 

Like other Europeans. train drivers came to IIalqa in the hope of' 

earning a better living than the,. could in Dri tain. Al though their 

salaries in sterlinc were slightl,. h:1aher than the,. weuld receive as 

dri vera in Br1 ta1n the,. were not h.:f.eh enOU&'h to compensate for the 

greater costs the,. faced in lfalqa. Iforeover, their chances for pro-

motion wi thin the Railwq Department were extre_17 sUsbt. In order 

to increase their earnincs most drivers worked _tween tiftJ' and one 

hundred percent overtime, or 'between twelve and sixteen hovs Ii dq, 

six dqs Ii week. A week conta1n1ns one or more nineteen hour d.qs was 

not unusual. 57 such extraordina17 efforts a driver could earn about 

as much as a cadet did after Onl7 two or three years of service. 

Evidence given before the Jucknill coamission suspsts that these long 

hours were encouraged 'b7 the department so that tlwir basic selaI7 

would not have to 'be raised and in order to keep them so busT the,. would 

have no time to pt drunk and thus be an embarrassment to ather Europeans.52 

J'ot ItUrpris1r.lgly, the long periods of hard work took a heaq toll. 

Durinc the ten years 111' to April 1916 two driwrs dled while in IIalqa. 

seven retired 'beoause of' ill health, and one died ebortly after 

retireant.5' 

51 &i~.IIi SaSH Dlrectw1; (1912); DuoJadll Report, Appendix 
If, 1'.364. 

52 '1'estimelJl' 0'1 Deputy Locomotive Superlntentient, Ib.cknlll Report, 
AppMldlx 11 f 1'.80. 

53 11Wl.., Appendix IV, 1'.407. 
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Jecause of their worJd.Dg-class origins and especially 'because ot 

their low positions in Halaya the train drivers were totallyexclu.ded 

from European sooiet,.. The fo.llow:1r:tg ezchtiLl'lce between Ju.olm:11l and a 

representative o.t the drivers illustrates their social posit1em ve7!7 

clearly: 

~:u.: Soo1ally, there are not DIIaDI' JeOple 
here for J'Oll, I presume' 

Pt 11Mo: We are em the same level as an 
Aaiat1c. We are treated the same 
~ the o.ff1cials o.f Gar department.54 

In Britain the driver would not have expected to m1.1t soo1al17 with plltl1c 

schoo1-Qz'bridce men, lNt in Hal..,., where the simple tact ot beiDe a 

European had such importance, their e%C11181on ftB 1mm1l1atlDC. Whereas 

aoet European women regular17 went to. shop at 30lm Llttle·s or the Co.ld 

Storap, the vives of train driTers COllld seldom afford the pods these 

stores oftered, instead the,. had to. Tisl t Tarious Chinese sho.ps and 

M.rp1D over the price ofere1'J'ih1DC they boucht.5S ft.e drivers alec 

reseated the fact that the,. were deprived o.f certaill priv11_s that 

o.ther Europeans enjoyed: 

Whea recover1D.c from fevers o.r s1ck:rleS8, 
PecWJ.ar in tropical climes, 

A cMDp to. a cooler temperature . 
Works wonders in a vefr'8.ahort u., 

So they have 1:Mmsalows en TaipiDC nIls, 
Where the Co.oliag 'breezes blow, 

lut the,. are reserved tor the "high otficials," 
And the "drivers" DlllSt stq down below, 

Where the temperature ia high and o.ppressive, 
Work Io.as hours and cat little aleep, 

Where the,. val_ the 'broken.-don end"e., 
ADd pt eDC1lle drivers too cheap.56 

54 ..DIU.., Appendiz T, p,206. 

55 Letters to the cOIIIl1asioll from P. Nilulo and B. lfelSOll, .1lII4., 
Appendix IV, pp.m-98, ~. 

56 tf'.rhe White Slaves o.t JIal..,.", 'b7 "Teriias", _ BaUat !«r&11 
(Londoll) t 5 luq 1912. 
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Howewr muob. the,- were looked down upon b,- other Europeans the 

drivers would not let their superiors torget that the,. too were 

Europeans and theretore had, the,- believed, the same r1«ht to B certain 

standard ot liv1DC_ In a memorial addressed to the ruet Secreta17 in 

191' twent:r-~ dr1 wrs oomplained about their low JII!7 and lcmg hours. 

The,- claimed that sinoe other Europeans in the department had been 

reoeiv1DC rises thlq too should do so, "tor there 1s only one standard 

of living tor Europeans" and the price a Europem :bad to pq for imported 

tood was the same regardless of his sala17. '.rbe,- also oll3ected to the 

reoent promotion of a tew Eurasian drivers from. Grade II to tirade I, 

whiob. had previously been reserved for Europeaas. "We oa=ot acquire 

Lm.sJ the same standard of liviDC," the driWr8 Wl"Ote conoerniDc these 

promotiona, "nor would it be desirable we should il we are to maintain 

the pres tip of Europeans in m Asiatio countI7." The driw?s urged 

that a still bJ.Cher grade should be created which 1fOU1d be reserved tor 

Europeaas. A further threat to their stmdiDC had ooourred when non

Europeans were put in oharge of looomotiw a1'&eds at sewral important 

stations and thus in· post tiona nperior to the driftrs. Aside f'roa 

more fa",ouraUe lea",e regulations the drivers t ae_rial br~t almost 

no c~ in their working conditions. 57 In a letter to the luoknill 

comadasiOl'1 ill 1919 one driver again rem1aded tile govermaeat that it ha4 

a Napons11Ji.11t:r to pq drivers a salar;r whioh would Rena1Jle them to 

liw ia a manner a:ti beli ts a European without exposinc him to d.aDcer of 

4 d 

57 lfeaori81 from Drinrs. letters __ the General Kau.ger and the 
Jl1c)1 Oo-iasionar (ToUDC), BOO 795/1914. 
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ill-health and an early death". 58 

Rather than meet the drivers' demands the government bad a simpler 

means of solnDS the problem of what to do with this ttclaas of poor 

whi tea". as BuokD1l1 descri'bed them..59 It was possible to solve it "'7 

BinDS drivers salaries comparable to those most Europeans reoeived, 

bu.t a less e%pensive solution vas to replaoe them with non-Europeans. 

The Railwq Department had 'been reond ting Eurasiana from India since 

as early as 1908.60 In 1917 the General JlanB&'er of the Rail1f1qS proposed 

that all European drivers should 'be replaced 'b7 non-Europeans. After 

mald.DS certain that Asians could 'be tau.,ght how t. drive locomotives as 

veIl as Europeans, BuckX'dll endorsed this proposal, bu.t he also reOOl!lllleBded 

some improv:eaents in the European drivers' pq aDd world.ng condi tiona 

in the meantime. 61 Because of the oontinued expansion of' the railwq 

s7Btem, 'because of the steps finally taken 'b7 the government to reduce 

the amount of' overtiae work, and apparent17 'because few trained Asians 

were available the govemment bad to request several more drivers from 

Britain in 1919 and 1920,62 'but these were amonc the last. B7 1930 

there were onl7 fourteen European drivers6, and soon after that there 

58 Letter from B. Nelson. Bucknill Report, Appenili IT, p.404. Because 
of their lack of formal education the drivers were at a c1isadYantap 
in presentiDS their case. The tirst part of the senteDOe from which 
t». quotation 113 tabn reads: "!he Gcmtrzmaant bavinc 1n.curred the 
lialtlli vof lIriDCiDS European drivers out to this countq bave the 
moral ~t to pq them a auf'ficient sa.l.ar7 to ••• ft (contimd .. as 
quoted). . 

59 .1ld4.. Appendix V. p.78. 

60 BOO 1760/1908; 290/19". 

61 lta.cknill Report, pp.105-6, 2C17, 226-27, and Appeadix IV. pp.407-9 
(General lfanapr's memorandum). 

62 BOO 6/1920; Guillemard to Kilner, 628 of " December 1920, CO 717/5. 

6, §jllllSl .ai.1al.aDI DW9M'a: (1930). 



were none. In order to improve their position the drive:es bad tried 

to use the idea that all Europeans in Halqa should live at a certain 

standard. In their case, however, the application of' this principle 

sim1'l7 led to their departure. 
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ClIAP'l'ER 6 

EUROPEA.:I socmrr I:I THE Dl'J.'ERWAR DABS 

!he t1rst two decades of the Weatieth oentu.l7 saw the ~ 

prOld.neDCe of '\I'llOffioials 'both ia DUII_rs and ia wealth. !heir wealth, 

and 1nd1reotJ.7 that ·of all ~pe&D8 ia tk9 Pe4erated JIal.q states, of 

00\tl'Se depended oa the proI!IJeri V of' the export eoonom;r. bioe duril1£ 

the iaterwar yea.rs-in tke ear17 1~ aDd. fer a 10JJCJer period in the 

19~tkere were serious slU1lPl. !he UDllta1»1e and pueral17 less 

prosperous ccmditiou ot tk9 1nterwar ~ U4effeots on JJu.roJean 

sooie't7 whioh were as important, thO'UCh of' a diffe:reet nature, as those 

produced'b7 the ru .... r boom whioh _san ia about 1906. It is theretore 

appropriate to 'begta this ohapter, whioh deals with several aBJeots of' 

European sooiet7 'between tk9 wars, with a description of tk9se eftects. 

EOOPO!I&o Cou41 tloM pd lFI!lm!tP SlOietr 

t'lle Salaries Comain1on'. report of' 1919 vas 1sstted after a 

period of' f'airl.7 steaq eooUOJdo crowtla ed at a time wheD prospeots 

tor future growth seemed "r'7 brlPt. loth of'ficials aDd. .. ttlcials 

who presented evideDCe to tke oODlllssioa ooatideat:Q' predioted that 

Ralqa w01lld ccmttaue to en307 uniuterrupted ecOUGmio prosperit7.1 

lhoaue of this pre4iotion it was olear to lI10biU that ualess sub

stantial iDCreases were crauted the salaries ot oi Yil senants would 

ccmtiaue to lac 'behiad those of' tmoffioials. Xenonr, as vas maatioDed, 

1t 'lfas larp17 'beoa'QSe he 'belleYed tlaIat the P.LS. and Straits p?emaats 
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would have the revenue to pq offioials MPer salaries that m 

December 1919 the SeorettU7 of State for Colonies accepted ken!ll's 

reoor:amendations. Within a short time of the Colonial cmos's aoceptsaoe 

of tha Buolmill soheme. however, the '-lance wld.eh it had achieved 

between offioial. and unotrioials was _peet .,. the onse' of a slump. 

Since their prospent7 was eo direct17 tled to nututiou m the 

price of ruWber, it was the platers, V far the larpet croup of unottieiale1 

who were 1IOst Bevere17 arreoted • 

.Tust after the first World War ra\J1:ler a_pales had been ver'J' 

optimistio over the industrz-'s fUture s1noe there were sta:Ds of a 1:Joom 

developin« 18 the 'OBited States and weatem Europe. .As a result coapanies 

expanded acreace, rehired ~rs and assistants who had returned f'rom 

war _nice. and reoruited 1I8Il7 new planters. In the ear17 part ot 

1920, however, the westem economies entered a period ot depression and 

as a consequence tha demand tor ru'Dber fell ott shal"plJ'. Because ra1Jber 

companies had eJ:llarpd their statts 80 r&,1417 1mmediate17 after the 

war the emplO1l1Snt ot a parlicu1ar17 larp l'112I'IIl1:Ier ot planters 11'&8 . 

wl.Dera1JJ.e when ru'bber prices teU 18 tile latter part of 1920.2 Wi thin 

a short time oompa.Dies 'bep11 d1sm1ssi»c larp numl:ters .t 1!uropea 

emploJges. Planters took the initiative 18 tom11:Jc the1r own coa1ttee 

to help uneapl.,..d planters and their tamUle8, 1mt the edit_ ot the 

ntTalI.t. tJle 30v:rnal ot tbe InoorpoMted SooieV of Planters (I.S.P.). 

wlUeh had 'been formed b7 planters in 1919 to promote plant1D&' as a 

profession and to represel1t the views of planters to the boards of 

d1reoters 18 LoI1don ('but DOt to act as a trade union). iI1sisted that 

2 Per a hl1 41scwssion of tM slump in the n1Jber 1ndu't:r7. see 
Dra.1JJ.e, BalilII: Ja Will. oha~ 6.·, 
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the govermaent would have to step in to tak& the bold action rtlqW.re:d. 

Not onl7 must the welfar& of the planters M considered, wrote the editor, 

"but the present state of 'I:h1n&'8 teJ1da more than ~h1ng else oo:n.oeiv

able to destro,' European oredit and presti&'e ill a native countrY'.' 

Early in 1921 the CO""rmaent, wldoh shared the I.S.P. 's view of 

the harm whioh would M done to British presti .. 1t7 the speotaole of 

u:n.emplqed EuroJeans, formed a European ~at J\md. and provided 

a larp portion of iUs f\mda. »7 OctoMr 1921 the oOJlllli twe had fOUDd 

emplO1JB8nt for 16, _n, assisted 254 people with cranta, and prOYided 

'f21 aen and 56 women and children with PMaacea to ~ or A'WJtralia.4 

"It was quite impossible", Villiam. PMl, the thea Ooatroller of Labour 

who served as chairman of the oG1IIIl1ttee, wrote some Je!ilN later, "to 

retain a mmtMr of unempl07'fld white men in the oountq in the midst of 

a native populatiOll. ,,5 In removing unemployed Europeans trOll Malqa 

the CQvermaent had in most oases the co-operation of the men themselves. 

To M out of work was decradinc enough, but,. 88 oM planter Pit it, "it 

is a thousand t1aes worse for a white man in a tropical oou:n.trY' t() 

'be out of wOrk.6 ReoalliDc the position of aapen.oriV relative to 

Asians which he ad oonfldenU7 held until the slap and ~ tJlat 

his fellow EuropeDS looked upon him 88 at 'beet an eJl1tarraaeaent, the 

-plo,.a European could not help but feel deep pereo:n.al lDd.liatioa 

in Ida :pU.pt. 

, D •• " 1, Be. 6 (Jaauar;r 1921), 26. 

4 fl •• , 2, lie. , (Octo'ber 1921). 29. 

5 Sir William Peel, ColODia! Ser'f'1ce Botes, 1897-1955, written in ear17 
1940e (mO. p,75. Peel W88 later Chief Secretaq of the P ••• S. and 
then Governor of :rIoac Koac. 

6 "Plater" to JIlL aRIISlr (LoDdCm), reprl.D.ted in BIUn, 1, Bo. 9 
(AprU 1921), '5. 
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A few unemployed planters, however, refused the committee's offer 

of free passaces and instead drifted to Singapore to wait for better 

times. Sinoe white Blen were expeoted not to do work us&ally doae 'b7 

Asians it was nearly impossible for tilem to find employment to support 

themselves while they waited. One visitor wrote that Siasapore was 

"tull of these trecic sipts". Be added ,hat they were "for the most 

part fine fellows", 7 'but ill JlIWI7 cases the7 were DOt treated as such. 

A. anique «limpse of what it was like to lie a "poor white" in Si_pore 

at this time was provided 'b7 Iarr7 J'oeter, an Aaerioan who earned his 

lin .. 'b7 writi .. 'books on his experiences as a 'beaohcom'ber in varioas 

parts of the world. When Poater approaohed the Raffles Botel in his 

1"'\I8pled, dirtJ clothes a Sikh doorman 'blooked his wq and asked him whom 

he wanted to see. While Poster waited for the doorman to return, 

fta lad7 on the veranda sune,.ad me aIlUSedly with herlorpette. Another 

lady «1oled. A 10ana man stepped to the veranda rail to obtain a 

'better view of me, and said 'BaP • ~ • as thougJa I were not quite 

deservil1&' iii' a oOllplete, 'Bal Ba'" After workiac for a short t:1me as 

a pianist in a wild Chinese-owned saloon hster was told b7 & British 

police officer to leave the ci t7. !wo unemployed Bacliabmea suoceeded 

ill eami .. some money 'b7 openil1&' a 'bootblack stand, 'but, aocordil1&' to 

J'oster, British officials closed the stand ad. to14 the two men 

"that shoes were DOt beil1&' shined by white men 1a the Orient". 8 Whea 

7 I. Ior4ea, .l.£i1I Galai' • .IaB..ia. bldg _ (LoKon, 192'). p.14. 

8 1larrJ' L. hster, .l haoAgOllber Ja.la. Orillt (New York. 192'), 
pp.188--239. quoted p8ssaces on pp.194, 217. 
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necess8l"7 the government used the vagratlCT law to deport an indigent 

European who refused to leave. 9 

B7 about the middle of 1921 the spirit of unitT 'between offioials 

and unoffioials in Malqa whioh had 'been so JIlS.Z'ked at the time of the 

Buclmill inqui17 in 1919 was showi»c sipls of strain. While the salaries 

of unoff1oials dropped, civil servants had 'been BT8llted substantial 

allowances (20 percent of an official's 'basic sala17 in the case of 

single men aDd an additional 20 percent for married men) to help them 

keep up with the risinc cost ot liTiDg. In the straits Legislative 

Councll \<1. F. Butt, who as a member of the :rederal Couacll in 1917 had 

spoken out stroncl7 in fa"f'O'llr of h1cher salaries for civil servants, 

proposed that these allowances should 'be reduced. the allowances, he 

said, had oompensated not so much tor the h1Bh cost of livinc as for 

the "cost of hip living". The government did reduce the tempor8l"7 

allowances 'b7 one-tourth, 'but this was not as much as Nutt had hoped. 

In replJ'inc to Ilutt the Governor, Sir Laurence GuiUemard,. insisted that 

since government servants did not proti t from 'booms their salaries . 

should not 'be reduced when there was a depression in trade. 'O It was 

probably at this time that uaoffioials 'bepa to refer to the R.C.S" 

somewhat pejorative17 as the "Beaven 'born" t not OBly 'beoause of their 

superior eduoation and their importance as the C~ elite, 'but also 

'beoause theT now appeared aloof trom the financial worries which pl .... d 

other Europeans. Despi te their sal&17 inoreases _ allowances oivil 

servants were not however entire17 satisfled with their conditions of 
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service. With Gulllemardts support the Mal~ Civil Service 

Committee (the suooessor to the P.M.S. and straits Settlements Civil 

Service Comi ttees) oomplained to the Colonial Office:in December 1920 

about the inadequac7 of their pensions. Aware that other branches of 

the oolonial service resented the salar)" increases the M.C.S. had received. 

as a result of the Buo1m1ll Commission the Seoretary of State for Colonies 

refused to oonsider the matter. 11 

After reaohiDa a low of $. per poWI4 in 1922 the price ot rubber 

began to rise until it reached 42. M. in 1925. Conditions for planters 

improved &reat17. but even in the relative17 prosperous period in the 

mid-1920s it would appear that COVGrmaeJ1t servants (those in the police 

and professional departments as well as the R.C.S.) were somewhat better 

paid than were planters. In the M.C.S. a oadet earned about "25 per 

month, an officer of Class III (with th:ir teen to seventeen rears of 

service) earned between Sno and SS50, and one of Class I earned between 

S1050 and ~1"0. On an estate in Perak the six assistants earned between 
.~ 

S250 and S475 per month, the senior assistant received S575. and the 

12 mana.pr received S1ooo. It should be added that .reas the majorit,. 

ot planters in the P.M.S. were assistants and prollalJ17 had salaries ot 

$500 or less more than two-third of the M.C.3. (those ot Class IV and 

above) received salaries of S570 or more, e%olud1nB allowances. Sliatlt17 

11 Guillemard to Milner, 72 of 10 Februar,. 1921, forwardiDC memorial 
dated 10 Deoemller 1920. and replJ' 1V' AmlJry, 9 April 1921. co m/509. 
Amer,- also snu'hbed Ouillemard t s request tor more ta'V'ourable leave 
conditions tor .,..1'!.IIlIlItJ1t of't1cers. 0uiUema.rd to Jti.lner, 710 of 
28 December 1920, and reply b7 Ame'17, 9 l'farch 1921, CO 2n/50'3. 

12 1fanapr t s Annual Report on the Cher80nese Estate for 1927 (tJPG
script, preserved b7 the estate's aeents, '1'homas Barlow and Bro., 
Plantatloa House, KinclDC Lane, London). Da.ta on the waries ot 
civil selTants come from ~ Cit" §SBDSCllQai tor April 1m. 
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more than a third of civil servants received basic salaries of .1;800 per 

month or more and thus enjoyed a standard of living at least as comfort-

able as that described in detail in Table 11, which compares the officiall7 

defined standards for Europeans and Asians in government service. 

TABLE 11 

MQlM.m.Y FAMILY BumETS II 1930: EUROPEAN AND ASIATIC STANDARDS 

European Standard AsiatiC Standard 

Item Details (only 
80M 1 tellS ) 

s p.a. Details S p. •• 

1 • !"ood Market and cold 167.00 72.90 

storace - 130 

2. Dri.Dks and 4 bottles wb18kT, 47.6, ,.60 
Tobaoco 2 gin, etc. -

36.03 12 tins 

3. Servants 
cigarettes 

Jo7 - 30, cook- 182.00 1 serYaDt - 10, 20.00 
Wages 30, tuka.ne ayer dhobie, 

- 20, blnm - 1Iterl.--9r, etc. 

20, allah - '5, 
qce - 35, 
dhobie - 12 

4. Light and 30.00 6.55 
Water 

5. Transport Petrol ~or 25 5'.47 B7- 11.04 

mile./dq -

25.16 

6. Depreciation 42.50 -
of car 
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European Standard Asiatic Standard 

Item Details (oDl7 
some items) S p.m. Details S p.m. 

7. E4u.cation School tor child 190.00 12.70 

in S'pore - 13 

child at prep. 

school ift. U.K:.: 

tui tion - 120; 

doctor. travel, 

clothes, etc. -

57 

8. Clothes (tor three in 80.00 Bajus, sarongs, 13.00 

JIalqa) etc. 

9. Clube 61.00 -
10. Rent (., ot salar7) 48.00 30.00 

11. Widow aDd (." of salar7) :52.00 -
. Orphan' s Fund 

12.. IliscellaneO'Wl Dentist. lite 26.40 . 6.21 

ioourance, 

holid8J'S, books, 

etc. 

TOTAL Sala17 of 800 960.00 Sal&rJ' of 160 176.00 

p.m., + 10.' tem- p.m., + 1~ 
por&l7 allowaace tempor&rJ' 

+ 1~ married allowance 

allowance 

§tBma; C~ed fra data in ReJl9rt .s:..at 2011i1;SS9!.sa.at. TMjROrm 
.. Allg1rega1 (Sinppore, 1931). 

1ta.1t: The EuroJ8aB StaDdard is tor an otticial aced for,. wi tit. sUteen 
,..ars seniority, married. two chUdreI:l. one aced siz at school in Sbcapore. 
the other spd elcht at school. in 1i'IclaDd.. !be Asiatic Standard is tor a 
aealMtr of the 'QeDeral Clerical Se1'Tice. aced thirv-two witll thirteen ,..ars 
seri:ioriV. married, wltll tllree ollU4ren, _d e1Pt, Biz, aDd. three. The 
1I:Jl1d also llas data for tile "Eurasian Standard". which. differs in auall 
_taUs troa tlle Asiatic Standard ltut is ltased on tlle same montnq Bala17 
,..,p .11:1\, 
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While confirming that planters were in general less well paid than 

government servants, the editor of the Mal& Hail write that Europeans 

in commerce, the banks, and the law were "on the average slightly 

betier paid perhaps than their contemporaries in the public service". 
" 

Clearly salaries varied from one section of the European community to 

another, but it needs to be kept in mind that very few Europeans earned 

less than 5250 per month, a salary which permitted a considerably higher 

standard of living than the "Asiatic Standard" outlined in Table 11. 

According to an estimate approved by the council of the I.S.P. in August 

1928, the monthly cost of living of a junior assistant planter in his 

first year of service was 5247, of which 1100 was for food and household 

necessities, 549 for servants, 544 for drinks, tobacco, and club 

expenses, and $20 for clothes, and of which nothing was spent on rent 

since housing was provided by the compB.n7. 14 

The outstanding feature of a planting career in the interwar J'Sars 

was its insecuri t7. B.r the end of the 1920s the posi tiOll of planters 

was again threatened when, as a result of the Wall street Crash and 

the depression which followed, the demaad for rubber in the UBited States 

Bearl,. disappeared. As the price of rubber fell, to less than 2d. per 

pound in 19'2, rubber companies drasticall,. reduced their Europeaa staffs. 

It lias been reliablY' estimated that between 1930 and 19" thirty to 

, 15 
forty percent of the planting cOJRUnity were retrenched. A larp 

percentace of Europeaas in t11e tin ind\lstr,- we~ also dismissed, but the 

1, J.ahle7 0i_on, J.i!.1IlU' PI.IfIlI.ei 4rclliptl'G (Londoa. 1928). 
p.112. . 

14 a..,,, 9 (September 1928), 39. 

15 Ch.1. Iodgeo., "!he ~rated. Society of Plaaters, 1919-1969", 
ll •• " 45 (December 1969), 647-48. 
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total mIII'ber was muah smaller since the tin indutry employed far fewer 

Buropeaas tbaD rubl:ler did. As hl the earlier sl_, there was aa 

iu.ediate aoaoern about possi))le d.a.IIap to white :prestige as well as 

a'bout the welfare of the uaemplQ78d. In a letter to the prhlo1pal 

emploJ'$rs' assooiat1oa ...,01' StevellS, chairman of the I.S.P., ezplahled 

that "this eouat1'7 is e%pensive to live hl, if J'01l are out of work, ad. 

vhea ... drift to the cheaper _tive llo.ls .... the,. lose :prestige 

vita the Dat1ves".16 Ia Octo'ber 1930 the coverllllllent esta'blleaed ... 

Europeaa tJaemplo,..nt had, from which the tulellpl0J'8d were BiveD 

temper&17 ma.1nteD8.Doe araats or sea passaps fra Hal.,... about ODe 

third of ... J\m4' s 1IOBe7 .... from the coveruaent vkUe the rema1ader 

.... from the Ez-Serrioes Associatioa, tlle I.S.P., and other pri'f'ate 

lIJOlIl:'oes.17 In the latter part of 1930 the I'Oftrllllllent fomed a speoia1 

~ of the Ialq States Voluteer iifles at Port Diokson to protd.de 

temporarJ' eapJ.o,aeat for Evopeans, 1N.t vkea it 'beoaae olear taat 

economic ooaditions vould aot SOOB improve the COilpalV'Vas disbe:ade4.. 
• . 

. ''lfoat of the planters wko remaiaed .. tile estates will1a&l7 Jlad 

their salaries cut b7 up to one-third iD prefereaoe to returniJJC to 

Britain to faoe tuIeIIplo,aeat. 18 As the depression draged. on iato 19~ 

aa4 especiall7 wllsa the ru'b'ber indutq first showed sips ot reCCYe1'7 

hl ,",, however, plaaters __ to press the eapl.,.ers to restore 

16 Ei •• , , 11 (A..-t 19:50), 47. 

17 Wei 111m, , (AUCU't '9"), 11', I'all ~llfIi1, 'Deceaber 
1. . 

18 'Ble ss1817 of ODe seaior assistant, tor euap1e, ... cu.t troll :1m 
to S285 per mcatL A. S. ,.,.lor, "~Jacln 1929-t",", 
Dattr, 50 (1Ia7 1974), 158, 160. 1Ir. 'l'. B. Walker, to _oa I sa 
hlde.ted for several ,ohlts conoeraias plaawrs' salaries ill the 
,,,.,., ~ tbat salaries were cut .. IIOre tbaa oas-tJd.rd. Persoaal 
oC"l''ioau.oa, 20 J'elmlaq 1975. 
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their salaries to what the,- had NeD in 1929. 110ft tlum ~ e1 •• 

planters feared that unless salarie. were re.tored a plantiq oareer 

would no lOXlpr attraot lieD "of' the richt tJPe", by which the,- meant 

meD haviDc aeeial ~s admflar to their 0lfD. !'Dis would lIBCler

IIiD& the effieieac,- of estates, d~ the ..... tip of the plaDt1l:tc 

prot'eseioa, and deprive the pftl'DJll.ell.t of the aItle oo-operatiGD. it had 

c_ to ezpect frc:a. planters 1a ~ nt BritaiD.'s misaiOR to the 

peoples of Hal.qa. 19 In additio. to _lc1q thes. poUts fA stateme.t 

.... pared .,. the I.S.F. streasH that plaaters, liIle all EvoJeaas. llad 

to lift 1a a more .:zpe:asift a\71& thaa the,- lfOlIld 1a Bri tala, whether 

the,- wished to do 80 or not. I. ami. siailar to those _d ...... t u 

1a 1919, the X.S.F. appealed to the eaplo,.rs t. re .... r that 1a 

is .. t tor 1Um b7 other people if he is not to d:iaiDiah the statu of 

the European ia the .,.s of the _tin peopl •• , &ad suffer ostraolau".2O 

'!he "other people" who IlOW .. t the standard fire offioials and. Europe_ 

1a .... rce and .... Dlri.... J:laa117, b 1936, when planters' salart •• 

had 1a &'lOme at tar tr. all cases impr........ .. writer 8Ql'e:ssed. "a 

tear ot w!lat JliPt !lappea it a poor17 paid pluter was lIDaltle to .et 

Dis lIOCial oJal.1ptiou. 

The European o_lI.i \7 in ntstati-. -1ac 
small, each UDi t should do his social 'b1 t; 
.... it he t •• ls that ... 1 ... the s .. taces. 
hear1l:tc the aase 'Voices week ill and week ou.t 
4cell not oempeu.t& hila tor the ezpenae 



inTo! ved, he should face up to it. It wiU 
not do him. e:tJ:T good to be thought "eocentrio", 
or .. UH, a.JId. it _ oli_ to a hermit 
existenoe he JI.8,. very essU,. be written oft 
as kth.21 
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Al tMw&iJ salaries feU to auo!l aa ex.at .. to aro.. these deep 

feers 8IIIOB8 platers it i8 olear tUt in ee-ral the Europeaa staadard 

of liTiDc ooati1med. to be upheld in the ear17 a.JId. mi<l-1930s. 'lhere we1'e 

two m.ain re88_ for taia. Firat,. effect of aal8l7 outs 11&8 partial.l.J 

offset.,. a drop in t_ OO8t of liv:i.D8. Offioial atat1etioe ahov tMt 

_tween 1930 aad 1933 • OO8t of UnDC fer lIuropeua teU .. 18 percent. 

fke OO8t of food feU __ 29 peroent 4ard.ac thia period.. ad • ezptDS9 

of maintaimDC .. ataft of sert'allta teU __ --17 u 1IIOh. fJt.e ElIropeaa 

ataadartl of liYiDC wa_ also 8UJ*POlI'1ied __ .. selective wfq in wJd.cIl 

~.e re~d. tileir staffa. Senior ~ WU'e retired while 

taree JIUI1aera of J'0lIJIC ua1ataata we1'e <liI&t.saed. A very hiah poopor

tioa.ot.thoee wa. rem.ai_d. were e~ lIIta 1Jho we1'e too old to a.pe 

to t1nd. _ther Joe _t too J'Ol.IDC to o_ider 1'etiriDC. 22 ~_ir aalar1ea 

wera ~ to a level .. hicll ... tar llelow •• t 11&8 t.llought proper tor 

Ilea of .their poaitloa _t _t aeoeaaariq 1ael_ the eeaerall7 reooptaed 

rea14ed 1A HalaJ'a iD the worst dqa of the depree.loa was .1I1e to 1Irite 

tUt the "d.i.~aJd.DC feature of tile altwltioa 1A ffala7a • • • 18 

_t that tllere are ... .h'rope_ wa. are llviDC 1ll1N1"1oualJ'. _t tllat. 

~ spe:U:Ibc. there are _ who do IlOt live in that faalt.:l.OB". 25 . 

21 "Rubber PlaatiDC in lIalap", fllPsel. 17 (JatLW:U'7 19~), 16. 

22 ":r,,:Wva' Averap Prioea ••• and Coat of LiYiDC 1934". in ADDI) 
ltlldl .at .... S:trB~1 SSW,.,tl .tE .!Ja lMt.3m, p. m, 
~own, kadell, p.255. persoaal cc.'tll:ioatioa from. 
... '1'. II. Walar. 
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In the late 1930s there were reports in the magazine kt'''i 'el,U tlat 

a cl ... s of "poor Europeans" mi&'ht somedq daTelop 1a IIal.qa as a reault 

of emp1o,-ers (not only ru-''ber coapan1es) 'beiD8 tempted to 1pore 

European aalarJ' standards.24 lalt t!WJ 1e act a_tJd.Jte wld.oh took 

plaoe to aB'I' aotioea~. extent Mtore the wt"'. ot the Pacific 'Var. 

As in the ear17 19208, the depress::Lon ot the 19~ caused unofficial. 

to ef1V7 the aecurit7 enJOJ'ed b.r 8OftrD1ll9nt sernmts. As an econolltl' 

meaaure the pvermaent took _., the tempor&r1' allt'MfaD09;S whioh its 

empl. ..... had reoelTed sinoe 1919 a:ad retreBel'led a -U numlMtr of 

ott::Lc::La1s. 1N.t 8Oftrmae.t 891"'V'8Dts were not attected aear17 ... JIanml.7 

'I\Y' the deprustoa as were pl.aaters aad etlt.er unottle1a1s. .is a reault 

of variou repreaentat1ens ade ..", pver1'Bl$ll~ •• rnmts, 1a 19'7 tll.e 

Co1on:ial Offioe appoUted the Chief Jatioe of lIcmc IUc to head a 

oOllllieeion t. reeoaead whether the temporarJ' allowal109s should 'be 

restored. Al tho1Ich unotfie::Lals were pl.eased tbat the oomud.ss::Lon cono1uded 

tbat the allowances should not 'be restored, the7 regarded its ~

tion, which was ap,roTed b.r the Colonial Otfiee, that married ott::Lotals 

te ... ciTeD spee::Lal allovaaees to help aeet the UJ9II89 Oft Maoattq 

their ch::LldreD :t.B BIIClDd as further :FOOt of tile IIiOre taTOUra~. 

25 . 
position .f .,..rDII8Dt servants. A.1iIout three J8ar8 later, llowewr, 

it was the turn of planters to eaj07 a tleetiDB moment of preeperiV. 

After tile _t~ fit war in Ellrope there was a ..... of serts as tile 

.aerieu PTe:'''!IDellt ~t massive ,uati. ties of na.'b'ber in order to 

iDc.reaae stocks :t.B the Uai ted States. 'ftlese plaaters who reeeiYed 

24 ~t1. Jalu:I., 12 (JUlJ' 19'7), 61, 13 (Octo'ber 1938), 141, 1, 
'bru.ar.v ''''), 245. 

25 IEiUM Nus, 12 (Jul7 ,m), 61 J 12 (Dit~r 19Y1), 198. 
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bcm.uees 'based on production did extremel3" fill at this time and H were 

a8le to spend more on driDks at the club and on other luu.riu ... 

80veraent servants oould. "WheD the slump was on, n ~d ODe 

aoveraent e~ ill 1941, tithe plaatere were for e:ftr gDD'bl1.ac at 

the secur1.tJ' of the Goveraent officer. low tl:l.ere's a 'booa, and we're 

small fr7. n26 

IIa '" KtMI 
Whea in the 1920a EtIropeau Do had lift. in JIe.l.qa siRoe t;Ita 

tva of the ceatar,r refleoted OD the ~s tJaat the7 had obsened iD 

Ew.-opean soc1etJ', tl:I.e7 peiDte4 to tl:I.e i8flu of Ew.-opean womea after 

the war as tile IlO8t reaarka'ble ~. 27 In Brita1.D there bad beea a 

ft'q h1.ch marriap rate <luri.ac the war 78ars. and it appears that an 

~17 ldch proportion of men arrivlDc in Halqa for the first time 

1mIaediatel7 after the war were married. .A.1aoII8 aovel"DlleDt servants the 

helmUl salar, scheme had the desired effect of 'Mk:iac it easier tor 

men to 1liar17. &tuallJ' important, liv1DC 00Dd1. tiona were BOW ooaaidered 

JII'U.Ob more suitable, tllovP far from ideal, tor Euopeaa 1fOJIl8D t1laR tke:r' 

had been preY10'Ul.,J". B7 elK:Mt 1920 the threat of malaria had .en 

creatlJ' red\lCed. In tile smaller towns Europeaa had cl., eeld ston8e, 

and other amenities which earlier had 0DlJ' been fOWld iD tl:I.e Mia 

towas. 1lear17 all G.1stricts. observed the superiDtendent Qf the 1921 
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in the tropiostt.28 At the same time the automobile greatly reduced 

the soo1a.l attraotions of the large towns. Planters, wrote Richard 

Curle after his visit to the .... S. earl;r in 1921, filIaTe oome to reprd 

motor oars as the one neoessiq of their sooial ezistenoe. At dusk the 

roads reSfNlld to their boots as the7 oarr'T them to the nearest town ••• ,,29 

!.'able 12 allows us both to see the risiDC proportion of European 

men in the F."S. weo were married aDd, with the help of British oeJUll11;8 

data, to see how Dear this proportion came to that in Britain. Between 

the 1911 aDd 1921 OctDSWleS the perceatap of men who were married 

increased from 33 to 47. Part of this increase merel;r reflects the 

fact tilat the proportion of men over the ace of 'th1rV (the age .... 1Ib1ch 

men of middle-class background. miBht be exp9cted to have married) was 

somewhat larger in 1921 thaD in 1911. '!'hue it is I8cess8.l'7 to look 

within the age croups to find out how lINCh chanCe took place betweeD 

the two censuses. There was some increase in the percentaae IIIlOI'C men 

in the 25-29 age group, lNt an even greater iacrease, from 34 to 51 . 

percent, in the 30-34 ace croup. It is worth ~ the f~s tor 

the seven main towns in the P.K.S. (lCuala It_par, Ta1~t lpoh, 

Sersaban, nang, ~, aad Tel. Anson) and for the remainder 01' the 

F .... S. to confUm the important part improved li'riDs OODiiti_ 1D the 

rural areas plaJ¥'.td in eaoOlll'881.- marria.p. Between the two ceJ.llS\'leeS 

the percenUcc of meD in the 30-34 ace gt'01tJ li'riDs in the towns who 

were married rose from 46 to 59, 1m.t the percentage for men liv1!1c 

outside those towns rose much more aha.rpl;r, froa 26 to 50.30 

28 Dri tisk Halqa 1921 CeMUS. p.5'. See also p.101. 

29 Curle, la.1iQ ~ ~ (London, 1923), p.168. 

:so F.X.S. 1911 Ce8ll1.1.S, 'la1tle 14; Britieh Jf&1qa 1921 CeMUS, Ta14e 18 
(PE). !.be 19" cens .. does DOt cive eeparate data on _. eez, 
aad marital status-for people liTiDg :I.n towns. 
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TABLE 12 

MARITAL STATUS OF ElJROPEAJI MEN IN THE F.H.S., 1911-19'1 

(percenta.«e married in eaoh age i!'oup) 

Age Group 1911 1921 1931 

20-24 4 5 , 
25-29 16 25 22 

3()...34 34 51 54 

35-39 54 58 70 

40-44 63 67 77 

45-49 69 73 78 

50-54 60* 76 76 

55 . aM. over 77* 61* 71 

All mea 20 and over 3' 47 
. " 

S!II'i'/il1 F.I(.S. 1911 09._9 'l'altle 14, :British RalQ'B. 1921 0 ..... 
Ta'ble 18 (.JHS); British Xalqa 1931 Census, Ta'ble 112. 

Ia.' !he 1911 census used .. catefJOriea 20-25, 25-30. and so 
forth. !heae have been taken as equivalent to the oategories -.4 in 
the 1921 and 19" _uusea (20-24, 25-29. etc .. ) • 

.An asterisk (*) is used where the total mBIlaer of men m the 
88'e I'ftRlp i8 less than OM hundred. 
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Between the 1921 and 19,1 ceulISes • increase was le .. dralmat1c 

than 1 t had 'been durin« the previous ten ,-ear period. The overall 

percelltaae of men who were married rose from 47 to ". The sliCht 

drop 1a the prolOrtioll ill the 25-29 see group was pro-bl7 due to the 

OMet of the slump. There was a small increase aIIODC the 30-34 see 

c:roup and a much sreater increase. froa 58 to 70 percent, in the ,;-~ 

that the perceataaea tor 19,1 were consideraltlY lower than thoae fer 

mea of the ~ ... 1D Britain in ..... J'9&l.'. III the F.LS. 22 

perceat ot Europeaa men 1D the 25-29 ... croup were urr1ed, as cepared 

to 52 percent of mea ill the S&11l8", fP'OUp ill rmcland and Wales. In 

the neat two ace groups the differeaoe. were BOt as large \Nt were 

neverthele.s sllbstantial: 1D the 30-'4 age fP'OUp 54 percent of European 

.. a 1D the F.H.S. were married, as compared to 77 percent in Encland 

and Wales; in the '5-'9 ace group the percent .... for the r.iI.8. and 

for Encland and Wales were 70 and 85 respeoti;nll'. In the 40-44 ..

groll) the differeDOe 1fU ........ t smaller: 77 for mell in the F.JLS. 

as capared to eo for mell 1D EDcland and Wale •• ,1 
The fact that 1D all .. groups the proportion of men 1D the 

".LS. who were urried waa smaller than that for men 1D Encland and 

Wales wt that the difference 'between these proportiou dim1n1she4 in 

eaab &\lOGe .. iv. ace fP'OUJ .vgeats that the pattern of marriace .... 

ElIrOpeens 1n tlle P.LS. diftered 1D two wQB froa tbat in Britain. 

First, the proportion of men in • 1' .... 8. who never married waa larpr 
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than it was f'or men 1n Britain. Despite the 1mpr<:mtment in livilll' 

oontii tiona some men continued to insist that beoa1iBe of its tropioal 

olimate Halqa was no plaoe f'or Evopeu women and. ohildren and. tIlat 1t 

was theref'ore irresponsine to JI8.n'7.,2 Some men pref'erred l1"1ililC 

permanentll' with .A.s1u mistresses to JI8Z1'ia&'e to Europeu women, IN.t as 

will be shown in Chapter 8 the _bel' of these mea was quite small '" 

the 19208. It is also passine taat a career in aD overseas territOl7 

attracted u UDUSWIIll1' hiP proportiOll of' _B *0 wished to a"fOid 

~." Second, the statisti08 ... that t"e men .. did I!IAr17 

teBded to do ao at a later ... thaD was uul in lb1. taiB. If oB17 

beoaue the ~ori V of' Europe_ in tbe P .M.S. 08fIle fl"Oll middle-class 

1'amilies tbel' oould be expeoted to marl"J' later than was tnioal 1'or 

tbe popwlatiOll of Britain as a *ole. Int tl.wre were two other reasons, 

lM>th peO\lliar to the Europeu oOll'liud. V ot Ie.l.qa. whiob were at least 

as importut 1B de~ mar:riqe' the att1 tude of the emploJ'&rs toward 

JDal!"Z'iage and. the ditfioultl'men bad in 1'~ wi .... 

Host men were disoou.rapd or actwal17 pr8ftBtsd '" their empl078rs 

f'l"OIl marI'J'iq _tU thel' had worked iB Malqa tor several ,...ra. 

Marr1ase was ezpenaive for lM>th the individual. and his emplC'qer. .A. 

married maD had to _et the eztJ"a oosts of leaves and holidqs, eGoatioB 

of oh1ldren in Britain, and, for mv.eh of Ids married lite, a ... 1B 



him with or subsidize a larger house and (in the case of government 

servants and some others) pay a great deal more on s,e&. passaps. 

KoreO'ftr, althoue'h the go"1erDll8nt and private emplo7Grs saw the ~ 

taps of marriap, the,. were not prepared to paJ' their emplQ7Ges 

salaries which would allow \loth marriace and ad:berence to the E~ 

standard of liv1.nc ))efore the,. were well estaW.ished in their careers. 

In the empl07Grs' view &. man who married ear17 in hie career would 

!nevi t&bl7 find A1mselt in deep f1BaD.clal dittioulties. with the rflsalt 

thai; the qual1V of his work would euffer. lMoaww ot the need to 

maintain the European standard &. J'01I'D« lIIIrried oeapl.e 1188 potentie.l.l7 

an ~asSlll.aAt ito the c0JI'II11ni t,. ., a whole as well as to the man·s 

empl0Jers. 

The large British beBka had the strictest rules rep.rding marri .... 

In addi Uon to their main contract, European emplo,.ees of the Chartered 

Bank were required to sip a separate agreement statlDc that the7 would 

ask for pemissioa to m&rr'7 and that the,. understood that this permissioa 

WO\lld not \)e granted until the,. had ))een in lfalqa for eicht ,..&1'8 •. 
This was in add1tloa to the period lI01It assistants had a1read7 spent at 

the 1lenkf s London _ad4.uarters ))efore pine to Halqa. Wheat ve7:7 

occasionall7, :I.. t was discovered theta 1ta.131c empl0J'8e had married without 

seeld.lW pemissioa he was immediatel,. dismissed. European em.plOJges 

ot the large ... 1lC7 houses also siped agreements not to Mrr7 wi'tllov.t 

the firm's consent, which would usuall7 be Biven after the first five 

Jeer tov of clutr. The,. too were 1iJIel.7 to ))e dismissed if the acree

ment was ~n, 'but one informent recalled a case in which the rule 

was 1 ::laxed. this was whell an em.plOJ'88 who anaounced that his tiacee 

.. was on her wq to Kala;ra end who had not asked pemission to mal"1"7 vas 

Idle to show that his iacome from private sources was twice his aal.ar7 
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Planters, exoept of oourse the few proprietary plantel1il, also 

required permisaion 'before~. One retired planter bas wri ttea 

that a planter would be able to ~ flafter approval ..". his JDa'BaPr 

and abo after the JDa'BaPr had the approval. of hi. Alent in the Estate's 

department of an AcaDO'I' Bouse, 80 iD tlU'Il had. mtteD to the Board of 

the coa~.'5 .Al~ the two wre of o..-ae closely related, it 

appears that the ap at which II planter CRl4.e:pect to ~ depeDde4 

more em his posi tioD and sal&l'7 than Oft how lIl&l9' 7MrB he had. wo1'ke4 

for the oompsrq. Acoordinc to testillODy siftD _fore the Baokn:tll 

CommissioD a planter who proved himself oapalale iD his work would 'be 

able to 'IW:r'q after eicht years ill Malqa, ..". Wd._ time he would have 

_come a senior assistaDt or Jl&D.aPr.36 III 19" <me planter proposed 

as ideal a sal&l'7 scheme which would allow meD who had 'beetm work at 

the .. of twnt7-three to marr.J at the 888 of thirtJ'-ODe or th1rt7-two, 

when they would 'be recei'V'iD& a sal&l'7 twice that at which the,. had 

started. 37 

PerhaJl3 no ru1Jber oompsrq demanded more of its E'aropea empl~ 

thaD did the BelBian-J'renoh tUm Soofin. In his novel a}mat the~; _ 

wIdch. he reDalles "Sophia", Pierre Boulle bas desori1ted how urn ... 

was disc:M'Nrapd b7 a olause ill the oontraot wherelv marriece "was .... 

to appear iD the licht of a speoial reward to those mea\gers who had 

,. IBterv1ew8 wi til h. J. P. J'enwiok, Kr. J. L. Kenned7, and 
lfr. f ••• Wa1J£er, April 1972. 

~ Personal oOllBllR1oatioB trom ... Bash Ulen, 19.July 1972. 

" William D\moan, ltlo1mill Report, Append1: 'V, p.m • 

. .. Y1 A. J. Beid, lJ·' ·'t~E' 14 (~t 19"), 5-6. 



given proof of their loyalty over a nuaber of y.ars". lfarriaae added 

greatly to the company's expenses as it had to provide the co'1iple with 

a more comfortable 'bungalow than a 'bachelor would be given and to cover 

the cost of the whole famil,. going on leave. Aceordinc to Boulle the 

compalil' was even more concerned that marriap would undermine a 

planter's total devotion to Soefin. On the other hand. 1 t saw an adyan-

taae in that u.pon marr1age the "ploJ'ge beC8:l'le IlU.Olt more dependent on 

the COIl~ for f1na.no1al secu.rity, so that the ~na directQr could 

cont1mle to demand an emplQY8e' s undiv1ded attention tQ the needs of 

the compalil' at &r.rI hour of the dq. seven dqs a we., deep! te ol:t~ect1ons 

from his wife. 38 

Unlike most other Europeans, government BrYants had no formal 

recuJ.a tiona prevent ina them from DIIU'l'7iIlg before the,. reached a certain 

position or had given a certain number of ,.ears of serYice. The Police 

Department effectiTell' discouraged marriage Mwenr by onll' recruiting 

unmarried men as inspectors and b)" requ.iriD« candidates for the 

eOJlllissioned grades to be unmarried.'9 In the Le.S. ear17 marriap 

was actinl)" discouraged. iu.oknill had desiplG'd a salat'J' scheme w!doh 

allowed cirtl serYants to marq at the age of thirV but not before 

then. The GOTernor. S1r Laurence Gu.illemard. was however a.l.ar.IIed to 

find that a few CiT11 servants were marr)"11lg before that age. In 192' 

.. proposed to the Colonial Office that cade ts should be 'IIlDIIB.rried when 

first appOinted and that those who married durinc their first t01tlr of 

38 lJov1le, §.I,:Q.luI i.a 1l1rAD, translated 'by Kan F1eldillg (Lea4en, 
1959), pp. 4-75. Iou.lle worked for Socfin before the Second World 
W~:.r. 



dut,. (four 7Gars) should not receive the extra allowance which was then 

'beiDe given to married officials. AccordiDe to Guillemard, if officiala 

were allowed to marT)" at the beginning of their careers the,. would not 

be able to spend long periods in rural areas getting to know the people 

there. If a cadet had to leave his wife to go on tour, worrs about her 

welfare would make "each night spent on a boat or in a Malay house a 

penance" • Youug married officials would have to be stationed in the 

larger towns, where they would 'be burdened with higher expenses, and 

the government would have few men available for duty in the more remote 

areas •. Al'th.ouP the Colonial Office s7llpathised with Guillemard·s 

arguments no formal replation restricting marrisp was ever made.40 

An "unwritten law" however was nearly as effeotive. Nen were discourased 

from ~ 'before completiDc their first four-7Gar tour of duV. and 

most men married after their second tour. itA Bead of Departmentts 

consent was not oblipt01'7 but was alwqs sOUBht. n41 

Tlloush prol>ably not as important as the formal and informal. 

repla tions regarding marriase, a second major reason for the 1& tel' . age 

at which European mn in the J'.M.S. married was simply the difficulty 

the,. had in findinc wives even when the,. could expect to receive 

permission. In Malqa the opportunities for meetiDC eligible wOll8n 

were extremel,. lim! ted. In marked oontrast to Britain. where t.mmarried 

women outnumbered bachelors (espeoially after the J'irst World War), 

in the Europec.n communi t,. of Malqa. the number of bachelors was sewral 

t1.mes greater than the number of siDele European WOII8l'1, as J'1~ , 

illustrates so clearly. It would appear that the alternatiw some 

40 Guillemard to Duke of Devonshire, '79 of 16 J'uly 192" CO 717/28. 

41 Personal communication from 1Ir. David Gr.,-, 5 December 197'. 



Figure 3 DISTRIBUTION BY AGE, SEX AND MARITAL STATUS OF THE EUROPEAN POPULATION IN THE F.M.S. IN 1921. 
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"poor" men had chosen in the 1890s and in the early pert of the twentieth 

a representati va of the police inspectors had insisted to the iueknill 

Commission that their salaries should be high enOUC'h to enable thea to 

mar17Eu.ropean women. 42 The competition for the small number of UlIISrr1ed 

EurolJ8&ll women was therefore intense. 

These women can be divided into two aroups. First. there were 

.50 JD.allI" nurses became ensqed and then restped from the Medical 

Department after a short period in Malaya that one h1gh o·fficial com

plained that the covernment was rwmi.ns a marriage ,bureau rather than 

a medical service.43 Second, there were the daUlhtere of senior govern-

ment officials and businessmen or sometimes other female relatives of 

men workiD« in Malaya. Ma.n1' of them had been born in Malaya and returaed 

there after their education in Britain. They were assured of a constant 

round of social activities. One man described them. as bei13g "almost 

blatantly on the marriage market". 44 but it is clear that the number 

of prospective bu,ers was indeed ,reate 

Because of the shortage of elieible women in Malaya the major1 t7 

of men who hoped to marry waited until they were on :Bave in Britain to 

look for wives. Sometimes men became engaged to women they had bon 

before goiD« to Malaya, but probably more often to women they had met 

for the first time while on leave. In either case, ma.rri. was often 

42 Ju.cDill Report, Appendix IV, p.282. 

43 i,,:-a,~ IIJm. 6 (August 19"), 116. 

44 K. R. Blackwell, "Malay CurI7". unpublished autobiograplv' wr1 tten 
in 1945 (u). l' .194. . 



,..tpcme4 _t11 tile maa W returne4 to Ralqa aDd. advaue4 1a k1s 

career. ID tile meaaU:lle, ot oou.ne, Id.a tiaaaee m1Pt 4ecd.4e .. merr:r 
SOIII8OII.e oloser home. 45 bea atter a 1fOIIU1 ha4 boar4e4 tIMt Uip to 

jo1a "r JlJlu1tlm.4-___ 1D Ifalqa tl1e .... r of loaUrs .. r wu Det 0YeJ." • 

.As 1a Ralqa, _ lIoard ah1p ..-en Weft c:reat1.J' _ ... _re4 lV' men aa4 

.ajQJ8d a ft!I!J' ..,. soo1&! Ute. It .... tlMtretore Det 11JI1ItAIal..for a 

maa to sreet Ids tia:aoee atter a par or two ot sepuati_ 0I'll7 to 

learn tItat she IIa4 .... swept off Iler feet lV' _ she ba4 _t _ 

tile ah1p aa4 ha4 prGIIise4 to JJJan7 bbl.46 

As tile forqoUrs 4iscusion IIae alreaq .... sted, tile poa1 ti_ 

ot womea in tile Buopeaa OGIBJDi V of Ralqa 4itfere4 1W'lce417 troB. 

that of 1fGIIen in Ir1 taUt. See ot tilese 4itfereDee8 are descri1MH1 in 

tile :remainder ot th1s sect1cm.. 

.As 1D tile period _tore tl1e J'irst Vorld liar, urried womea as 

well as potential wifts were treated with. I&U.CJt. areater respect aa4 

cou:rtesJ" tItaa tJle7 were 1D Bri ta1D.. "In..,. opial_." wrote 1IrB. Vils_. 

"tile men ot tile East are tl1e JI08t cba:rmiIIc speciaeas of tIlelr sex to 

lie foad a:r.tpllere. ,,47 TM.t tl1e "pla1D.est 1fI8IIaD is a cod4ess" .... 

som.n!iat 4itteriDs opiD1_ of a jOU1"Dal1st who trowaed _ tile ., Ids 

t.llow mea showered women with compl1m.ents aD4 jumpe4 to tIleir teet 

45 a.r a shori stoq a'boat a D1atr1ct otticer who co.its suioi4e 
after Id.a neetlleert writes to ..., tbat she oamlOt wait tor Ida 
., ~r aD4 that ... has accepted _tiler maats proposal of 
1II83!T1_1 :£2 .. .at 111111. 9 ........ r 1922. 

46 It tile .. she ha4 origi-.1l7 1Dtea4e4 to JJJan7 had paid for "r 
....,... to ~ tile 1Dtn&4er ... expected to ,.,. 1lack to Ida tile 
cost of "J." pass_. IDterri •• with. lIr. J. S. JL ~ 
~1m • 

. ' 47 Barpret vUsoa, W'D .... lIIDi.at laaM.Xn! (Aaenlula, 19Y1). 
,.97, aa4 a similar statelleat _ p.140. See 80 a nOTel __ 
lessie A. »a .. rids_. Rua-.&. !Me • .at WI. (I.oa4oD, 1926), ,.28. 
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.. 

!o JIIB'1!r7 a professicmel or lRlsiness ....... and .. inc her to tile tropics 

"is ratlLer like cac:tac a lioll8ss ill t_ 100" ... all'Ited a writer iD tile 

'Cias.it. 'el,.a "s_ win 11Te and eat and sleep, and mq eftn 

reprod.1t.ce _I' species, nt, 81ftll tla.e oBaDoe, .... win tura rouad and 

rend _r keeper and destro,' Ida if she can. ,,51 

As well as Ita"t":l.:ac tewer oppertai ties for ellQtloptfflilt Earopeaa 

..... in lfaJ.qa ht.d. fewer domestic cJter.oes tIIaa IIl1ddle-elass 1fOJIen 18 

B:ri ta1B. Whereas 1n post-1918 Jbi. tain a Id.ddl~ fDllJ' consi'ered 

tbemsl1Tes tortaDate to .ft ODe sel"'f'ant. ltanpea tailUies 18 IIa1aJ'a 

-}40f94 ....... tJIree and su ........ ta. In 1928 __ OIl cl.1M4 that 

flft senuts-. ...... .,.. "".111£ (water carrier), coek, ... 

(eItalIffev), and an ... (Indian or IIalq marse) or .. (CJd.Dese 

DVSe)-were "all esseatial" tor • ~an tam1.l.7.52 In 1"' tile 

O-'-i .. _ 'lempor&rJ' Allowances asS1.llle4 tJtat a arr1.ed. oUlcial 

ft't41. ltaft • """ (prdener), as wen as tUse sel"'f'ants 11ste4 __ 01'baoD. 

(See i'a1d.e 11.) Both 81-" and t_ Cem1.s81 .. a4deA that • 4Mld.e .ht.d. 

to ...... traoted to cJ.e tile tam1.l.7-s ..... :1 •• Jl~ ..... peans 

... 118 ..... that ...,. aaede4 more aenuts than ..,. 1IJ'DU14 1D Brltain 

hoaIIae tile Bat .... howIehoU 4utles lrksome and 1tecase IIIUJ' IIomes 

stullacked pl .... 1DC, tile mualMr ot serrants a fud.l.J' elIQtl0J'e4 .... 

AlctateA as -.oil ___ tea as 117 OODVeD1ea.ee. IheD tlle cost of 11v1Dc 

was r1aiJaI iD tlle late 1920s tile WIl W1 observe' that all Jaro.peaDS 

51 "AI:r1.oe to tile Assistant", J'eF1Dte4 11l DIIJiIE. 10 (Jime 1m). ~. 

52 -. .... IIJIl bp' •• I., p.120. !Ile_ list ls sJ,ftD 1n • IIalqaa 
:WomatiOD AceDOJ' paa,s.1et, ftlt&B l1l.&I&. ... DI~ • .It 
.... fJIII:Bz Ai.lda. DID.Ht Loiadon, -fmY, pp. 11< , 



stand.ard of ll'V1Dc and tllerefore o<N1d aot reduoe .. ~ of' ftl'9Uts 

tl:Ie,. eapl0J8d e eo.llOII1se ia other ..,. .. 5' 

D1Ir1Dc the slump of • earl:r 1930s IIlaDJ' Esro:peall tamil1es did. 

reduce the ..... r ot serwmts the:r _plOJ'Gd..54 but tid.. apptars to IIaYe 

been 1;eapor&rJ'. III S1appore 1t was reperted bt ... BtIro:peall _n 

were ftJ'ltu:rirJa iato the markets te the tint u.. ia the h.oJe of 

BaV1Dc aoae,..55 Xa:bala LaIlprr ia tile m14-1~ at least 1t was botll 

'IU1U1Ia1 aDd. __ lJet 1apro:.er tv ..... to .. to the ma:1a JII.r8l'bt, as 

.... Wlleem ezpla1aed after rleitlDc ker ...... ter& itA tn JaardF ...... 

on eOODOlJf' beat, pI_tnte the" 04 __ ~ts daU:r ... _u 

~4 to .. oaoe, __ .. firet ltve4 ia ....... t .... ~. 8M 

ne4, .tore .. ,...,uol:r ~ kereelf.·56 DIe taet bt a "",aD.t 

... a1t1e to ~ t.GOd more okea»l7 than a EuroplaD. WOMJl could (even 

after he had live. Jdaeelt a ..u oommission) elM eacovapd WOBea 

to star aq frOB the market. 'It tlWl the ..... hold. lmslitands of tea 

dt50ovapd, t1'lovch aot uaulq 8UOoessf1l1l:r, tlle1r wtve. troll takiDc 

the _ ....... t of .. servant. too aertouslJ' ia the ..,. of aft1d1Dc 

friotion. !eM!on .. as partlodarll' l.ikel:r if the seJ!'V81lta had 'WOZ'bd 

for a mea 'before he urried am4 h.ad eD-10J8d _ar17 OOlI;J'lete f'l'eedom 

in r"&'DRiUC the ....... 57 

53 ftDle Coat of L.t:viDC" • .!sILlR.!Iilt 14 JIq 1928. See also letter 
:rr. -Exilelt. IA'J aT ~ ..... ' 21 Jlq 19", on the tnflezlble 
_tv. of the JIaropean _tandari of li~. 

54 .. 1 ... 1Iuro. -Wala:ra ~ a VOIIaR'_ .,.s·, SlID £liei." 
1 (.April 1932), 226. 

55 R. I. WalllDc, ~'''WI §9nD1 (SiDcapore, 19'1), ».9-10. 

56 VUaon. IIlm.At.lfui.lit militia_v, p.G4. 

51 •• Plater's tite-, DuM.- 14 ( ...... r ,",), 180. C. W. JfarriSOD., 
kllas .lit IURI \L0a4em, 191') II pp.125-2fi1 Oanetll WeUs, .§.iI. 
.IIIEI. .&a.$M. ItJ II ilBaIlI (Gardea 01 t:r. Hew York, ,,.), pp. »-34. 
iUa&ilZilt- '.Ia J14Q. p.139. 



.u~ the7 had J'1UIIeroua serY1lllw .. t ~_ 'WOmeIl deeplJ' 

reseatecl 8Il'/I 1mp1icatioa that the7 therefore bad litUe to do lNt idle 

awq the ho\Ire Jl¢ug brldp, daciDc, aDd ...-ipiDc. Ble orpnisatioa 

of a larp starr of servanw ooul4 iD fact be a task iD i taelf. hriug 

one J9'&r, 1920, JIrs. EYana Idred t:b.ree ..,..... tm.. oooks, two aew 

"boJ'stt, ad a prdeaer; at 8f1I' oae tiII.e there were sU or seven 

servants ia tile Iaouae. In Iter beuaehG14 ac_t 1Iook site kept a caretal. 

re~ or what the cook had spent at the marlc:et ... 4q aDd 8f1I' 

ad"f'lmCee ia ...... s site had ctftn to seZ'VUta, as weU &8 what site had 

).erself spent in YariO'Wl .tore. m E .. la JaaJlll'.58 ..,. __ i_isted 

tbat Aaiaa aenaBu were lU7. tnet't1d.e .. t. ad somet1ll.es UDCl. ... aDd 

.. ~ a ereat deal ot s.,.nt.ioa. 0.. 'W08IA, fw ezampl., made 

tid. ooatraat. 

tile ~piug at ... ia .&87' ODe orders 
pods and the,. are s.nt, 1 t 1s not neoesaal7 
to oIlooae ad :baale. Bere l:uRlMkeep1wc la 
CGlp11cated, ..... 17thiug has to be kept locked 
lip aDd p .... n ou.t 1 .. small tuatiti ••••• 
People (who do not kaowt) • ..,. the .u does 
eftrytldJ!e. OIl tile ooatr81'7. _t_tIara 
make all their cJdl.dre .. •• food ad this __ 
tille. !he amahs do tile wo~ 1Mt ..,. do aot 
fill the plaoe of _ EDc11.sJl marse mom one 
traats.59 

~re wre oases reperted of _tilers who preferred to raise their 

ol:d.lcben wi tJlout 8JJ7 help from an aIISb lNt tile.. appear to ..... been 

eztna17 rare. JIoat European ch1ldreZl spent a larp part of .aob dq 

:ta tile care of .us and a t •• were aJ.Irut oompletelJ' 111 their olIarae. 

It ..,. be noted that m the case of ftrJ' ~ oh11dND IIIaIV' aIII!lJuI 

preferred DOt to sMre their duties with the _tiler since the7 had 

58 lCrs. J. .. hau, Bausello1d AOOO1IZ1ta Ledpr for 1920 (0). 

59 Letter from "tfarried Woaan.", 111&1 !ulsJrx ~ 5 October 1922. 
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their owa set ideas on how to ra.1se and control ba1d.es. Parenw tried 

to prevent amahs from gi'ri.llc their oMld.re11 small doS$S of' opt_ to 

pl.aeate thaa durl.J.tc teethirlcr and at .tIler ti.s,6O lat otherwise they 

were an. to care tor the cMldreD in their owa wq. 

WllUe I&&l!tF _n tel t a_peUed .,. on tici_ troll _a or Tis1 tors 

to ref'ltta the 1d.ea tmt tha7 ha4 little to do in the llo1ae, tlwre were 

otlwrs wllo did adm1 t that their Jt.owJellold tub were slicht. Some Of 

these _n were clear17 t17'1ltc to t1a4 aJl aoceptal4e wq ot deti.n1D& 

their pirpOSe of' lIeiDs in JIalaJa. .... »ruoe, tor ezaapte. advised 

the wi .... ot planters to baTe sore SJIlt8._ tel' the trGa.1tles of tlleir 

lmsRM.s in tlle1r work and to do all' tlle7 oCMlld t. __ tlleir UTeS 

aore pleasaat. 61 Shdlar17t avether woaaa .treeae" how wi ... s were ana 

to relieve their lmIl1ilaads of the strains Wdok arose troll worJd..ns in a 
I. 

kot ol.1mate and UOIlC other races and added that tar more thaB in 

Britain a woman's perscmal1tJ' plqed a lara- part in her hul:Mimd's c1!w\oes 

fer promotion.62 h add1 t10n to the1r role' as 11'1 .... , en increaslDc 

na.lIer of __ n were .,. tile 19308 spemU.DI time wwlde the heme in, 

ftl-tal7 work neb .. the 111"1 th14ea. fit.ere ... re also a 1.11' women 

wlto, tkoup 6m1ed opporiait1ea tor _pter-at the .. l ...... to.lt an 

aott ... interest 1n their lmsbaads' work and in the Ad.u world aliNRlt 

thea." 'I 

60 J. If. ~., Iv mlaP l1li* Ja.at.~ (SiJtCapore, 19:50), 
p.1401 BlaobeU, "I'alq CurrT', pp.197.;ge. 

61 .... E. Iru.oe, "Plaatere' W1ves", nu:B£, 1, lfe. 1 (A. __ t 1920), 
ZI. 29. 

62 F. Q. t -Random: Iapress10u of' a Woa.a in 1Ia1qa" .WII' 111»1 .IIdlt 
2 lriJ.:r 1"1. 

, "6' A.a fer e~ Xatherine Sim, wlto wrote "~111I ilDilMlI (London, 
1946). 



Perhapa the most aota.hJ.e characteristio of aerried. 11fe for 

Europeau ill JIalqa was the )leriotis of separatioa 1IIetween pareats a:ad 

ol:dld.rea and l'maJlaDds a:ad "l.,..s. .u~ aepara tioa was oommon t~ 

out the period oaTered 'Iv w.s st:J.tq. a:ad so has _en atat1cmed earl1er, 

it can be treated. more hl.J.,J' in this ehapter bee.... in tke interwar 

;rttars the Jib:oi tish were less ~ 'Iv social oonwation 1a wri tin&' a1tout 

JkJet Earope&D8 oont1Bu.e4 to 1IIelieTe tMfI the tropiea1 climate 

pr8waW ol:dldren froa de'NloJd,lw as taaq W01dA in Jib:oi ta1:a. C1:d.ldren 

were said to tbrive up to ..... of'ti .... OJ." ais. taat an.r that ap 

it was 01a1_4 tat tIle7 became "weeqn aM showed. s~ of atatal 

letbarl;r. Europe. cbU4rea were eoapared to a ~te-olillate ,lant 

wlUch is at first stimulated 'Iv the atlloepllere of a hot hoMe 1mt thea 

beciDa to wUt. It was also belieftd tat _oause of • oliaate &11'ls 

reaolsed seSWll uturlV earlier tilan tIle7 WO\ll4 it raised in 1r1ta.ia. 

Ia 1928 ».r. Q. A. C. Gordoa of SI ..... 1»01417 uoped *kat muropean 

alUl4reD ORld reuia in the tropics _tl1 the ... of alae without arq 

daIuce to .ir :pI:Q'eloa1 keal tb if certain preoatloas were talea. 64 

Al~ ... preh.tioas were seea as _etal. meat pareats 41d aet 

asrH tat tJleir childrea could rema1a in Ifalqa .. tU aula an ad'l'aBoed 

.... ~-7 Jaad otJler rea.seu wMoil were at l ... t as lmpIrtaat as the 

olJ.m&te fv seJ.ld1Jlc their cbU4ren 1lome to Ewe,.. 

muropeaus belieTed that tMlr ohildrea's e41aeatloa and moral 

4e .... ~t woul4 also s1lfter as a raw t of prolOllPA residence in 

1Ial..... .....e.7 were oared for .. .lei .. sel"f'Uts oJa1l4rell otte. 

64 ~ "!lie lleaJ.th of tl!e ~~an C1:d.ld in Stncapere a.a4 Ralqa". 
11'.1'11 "Q~_ l ..... , (1928), ,2-40. 



grew up learn1nc ver'7 little English. )Ioreover, mau;r Bri. ti._ did 

not want their ohUdren to attend local schools where the7 would ..... 

to aasoc1ate with As1a1'l children and possl'bl7 be surpassed by them in 

schoolwork (tlms d81M.fP:na British prestip) and .. re, It was believed, 

the7 would not recelve an. e41lOatlO1'l of the sae tne and ,'Ual1t7 as the 

OM the7 would reoeive 11'1 Bri ta1n. ~ impariant, ohUdren were 

belleved to 'be in daucer of beoomtna ... ral17 IIpreoociCJUS" if tb.e7 

remained 11'1 lfal.qa. !bey wre likely to beoome "fer,- demand!:na, lIDdiscl

pl1aed, and \II.l&ltle to do ~ for themselves since at an early ... 

the,. learned to take adTant... of servants. 'f'ItmIeIt the t.Jp1cal aah 

was "cenerall7 satisfaato17 wl th infaatsll
, theN • ...,. claimed, she 

"has DO sort of e_trol O'ftr aa older ohU4. and al temates 1I8eless 

threats with equally useless llrl'bes wb1ch Jlaster 10M. and tise Jane 

view 11'1 th contemptuous superlori V- .65 At tile same time ohUdren had 

tev other Iuropean plaJaates who aScht have 1leea Ole to PIt them 1a 

their place. TIlere was the ~r daucer that the,. would. learn from 

the ser'U'ants more allout sex thaD. was felt proper tor a J'OUIIC Bri t1eh 

ohU4. OM wq to a1'01d these threats to a ohUd" 21 moral deve10paeat 

was to .. 07 a IMropean ...... raess. Ver; few famiUes 414 this, b.owever, _ 

partl7 ho .... of the greater expense and partl7 bee .... her standlDc 

relative lloth to other Europeans and to the As1a1'l servaats of a houaeMld 

was "fe17 &'Ifkward. " Hoet parents therefore believed tha.t their ohUdrea 

65 .... AIIahs' R1Bc", WAt Iwll ~ 2,·1ia.roh 1922. 

66 It. w. foils to e4itor, k&:lUIlIt"" 1&EIII. 19","1. " p.1091, 
.. rd.a. "lfealt1l of the Ivopeaa ChUA", p.34. F.B., "Ivopeaa ..... 17' 
.... raesaes .. , .lila: 111"11' II&lt 11 J'.~ 1926. III 1921 there 
ftft fortr-twe~an ...... emplepd as dGaest1c semats in the 
:r.LB., 1a ,", there were 8DlF three. Brit1eh lfal.qa 1921 CeDSU8, 
~altle ,. (JE), British lfalqa 19" Census, '1'd3..e 130. 



must be removed frOll Mal81'a 'b7 the age of five or six and Bi vaa a 

regimented education. It was essential, as one woman pat it, to !lave 

"the corners • • • rubbed oft". 67 As ftcure , shows, the num'ber of 

children who reaai ned in Ial81'a 'be,-ond the qe of fi Ye or su was 

indeed verr small. Mos t of those who remained 'be,-ond this ap were 

the children of Europeans receivirlc relative17 amall salaries. 

When a child reached the age at which he had to leave for EDcland 

his mother had to deoide whether to stq with him there or with her 

huslJand in Mal.qa.. Some mothers believed that the7 should be near their 

children in order to ¢de them in their tormative Jaars, but s1Dce 

most children attended boardi. schools their actual intluence was often 

sli&'ht. Other women believed that their b.us1Nmds needed their OOllpanl.On

ship or teared that unless the,- remained in Ilal81'a their hus'baads vollld 

desenerate into their 'bachelor halJits, vhich oould consist of aDf'th1ncr 

trOll wearincr dirt,. clothes to turniJ3c to Asian WOllen. Whether Or not 

this happened, 10. periods of separation vere like17 to put a severe 

strain on relations between hus'band and vife. "I 'believe Bruce is ver,

difficult to live with", wrote one 1fGIIaD. of a aatl whose wife had recent17 

returned to lIalap, "especial17 &fter 7 Jaar. ''b&chelordOll'. I don't 

think it paJa to leave them out East alone lNt it is a case of', 

'children or hus'bands', & maQJ seem to choose their children.,,68 

67 Letter fro.i "A Member's Wife", nM~!£t 2 (Iq 1922), 145. Other 
sources used tor this and the previous paracraph iDClude: an article 
critlcla1Dc Dr. Qordoats views, 1'~v.laaJ.., 5 April 1928, Ducdale • 
..... Ia.a .,tAtil iIl.»& :rrwg. pp.1~38J A. I. Jel1caa and 
others, "Disoussicm oa the Ada,tatioa of Iuropeaa WOllen and Childrea 
to 'froploal CU.mates", ~11'WI.at .ila.1&YI6 ~1Si1;;1.at 1d&911!, 
24 (19,1), 1'15-", eap8cial17 1m aad1,28, §t£Stl Z., editorial, 
reprinted in lliU • .JII1I1:&, .. (11al7 1929), 100, R. I. L Si4neJ'. 
11111' ltIIal (Lcm4cm. 1926" pp.ee,...eg. 

68 Letters of lire. lane,. IateBOa (Centre tor S01lth-East Asiaa Studies, 
Un1versi t,. of IIall). , JIarch 1941. 



Pro"bahl7 in mos t eases the wife tried to compromise 'to' accom~ 

her husband to :sri tain on leave but remainina there a few ext:-a months 

after he bad returned to his work in Kalqa. When a man who was puralliDc 

a oareer in Halqa married, both he and his wife foresaw that at least 

some periode of separation-"the trageq of the Easttf--were inevitable. 

Even if a couple had no chUdrea, it was believed that since women were 

more affected by the climate than men the wife should spend len time 

in Malqa. Usina census data it is poasible to estimate that in 1921 

about ~ percent of the married men in the P.K.S. were temporarn.,. 

separated from their wives. .,. 19" the proportion had decreased S?ae

whe. t to about ~ percent.69 '1'Il.e main reaeoa for this decreue was 

certa1nl7 that d1Ir1!t&' the slump fewer E'uropeaaa could. meet the great 

costs iDt'olved in separation. But a small part of the deorease refiected 

the steps Europeans were begillD1nB to take to reduce the time husbands 

and wives had to be separated. !hese steps will be described in the 

final seotion of this chapter. 

III & oOIl"'amH.,' where men peatl7 outmabered women and fami17 life 

was made uastable _ periods of separation social clults occupied a 

position of peat importance. "Practically the only clwmel of social 

intercourse", noted a government handbook, "ia through aembership of a 

~ ." 
eluV' • .After & dq of work, dealiD&' with people of differeat ~s, 

69 "'-se ti&'ares have been calculated f'rom this forBll&1 

100 (1..[Jl'UIlber of married women/DU'lltber of married mea]) • 
. I aTe made the auumptio1'1, wldch is in fact larplycorrect, tat 
z:tO Eurtpe_ were married to ABbas. British Ifalqa 1921 CeMUS, 
Table 18 (ftS h Br1 tiBh JIal.a7a 1931 Ce1'1llUS, fable 112. 

70 German, Iaadlwak!2 ad,Usla WID (1926), p.47. 



cul tves, outlook, and (f'rom the Dr! tish point of view) soc1al standing, 

the club was the plaoe where people who had something in. common could 

relo with the help of' a few driDka and dispense with the stricter con

ventions. Since club life was near17 s1ftOlQ'Iloua with sooial life. men 

and women regular17 went to the clult even when theJ' were not overly 

enthusiastic about the companionship; those who did not attend were in 

dar.t8Sr of being labelled eccentric, aloof, or anti-sooial. 71 As we have 

seen, it was part17 because of the fear of being uaa,14e to meet the 

expenses of clult life that at various times seotiODS of the European 

cOlllUllit1' iBaisted oa salaries eomparaltle to those of other sections. 

In ever'7 small town there was a European cl.b. and often the 

European emp101'ges of the larpr estates had their own clubs. These 

clubs were the centres of' social activit1' for all the Europeans of their 

particu1ar;,localities. In oontrast, in the towns with large E\tropean 

populations there was ua'aal17 more than one club and meabersllip was 

along the 1i_s of' position. in. the OOIIIJI1:1D1tT or a 00B0!l interest. 

In Kllala Lumpur the three prinoipal clubs were the Selanaor 011.1'. the 

La1.te Club, and. the Selangor Golf Club. As the most important atOcial 

inati tutiona for Europeans in the Kuala Lumpm' area eacll desenes some 

description. After tbis we can look at the clubs in. relation to the 

structure of European society. 

As the largest of the three clubs the SelEmeOr Club enjo1'9d a 

reputatiO!l as the one to which ·everyone" belcmsed. It was the one 

place where all Europeans oould meet ·on a level" t where the formalities 

of' raa Whicll wre so careMly o'beerved at other times GOUld be set 



881de.72 WMle dimilldsh:1.Dc 8"lal di8t1Dctltme w1tl':da the l'IlD'o,. .. 

coarmiv tile ol. flllPbaalsed tile din.ioa 'betv.&a Ela:'0JINlD.8 and 
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AsiaDS. It As ler:.taJ a. 70U are wki te tile CI • .., draw. t. U.tiDcti .. ," 

Curle obael"ftd. "to 'be a Eve,.aa is ita .... port-the title 8t 

'Spotted Dec' is ~ o'beolete--aaa witJ:d.a tAoae l1Dd.ta it is a 

dEtllOCratie iDst! tlltioa. " 7'3 

'the Se18Jl8Or 01.·'. _'bers~p was drag trom all ever tile :r.II.S. 

At the ead .t 1921 tile e1a'" haG. 1 .971 mell'bers, 74 w~ ... au ImacI:red 

.... thaB • 1INJIl1aer ot lkIrepeaa mea ill SeJ.aaaor at the time .f tile eeD8W1 

of tltat par. ~ the J."Uber __ pars 1fId.eh __ ill 1906 tlul 

rapid 1Dcftue ia ~p haG. put •• a .trata ,. * 01 ... •• 

faci1itie. that some ...... rs haG. proposed t01"llEbrs separate 8porta aDd 

800ial cla1la. _t ..,. 1909 the JJl8IIbers had decid&d 1astead te sreat17 

eQG4 tile ai.tiIl« club's _ild1D8s.75 .,. the 1920& tile olubllouse, 

wld.clt. 8tretelLed tile leuctll ot ODe side ot the __ padans. ooata1aed 

1:d.ll.iards, card, readiUC, and tUtia 1"OOIIl8, ... hair-4ressiDB salooa 

tor men aDd ano*r tor WGIlen, and two bare. Of .. tw. bars * aore 

iItportaDt wa tb.e tamou lo.ac bar. tree 1dd.eh. ..... were eaol\lded.. It 

wu esp9Cia1l7 arO'IIIId t~ bar that all men were believed te be eq1la1. 

It~ Clu.lIt bar", clatll8d the !MR I!i:l, "pl.,.. a promiaent part ill • 

proce.s ot a.ssi.ac a .. fa worth as di.tinet trom his soeial 

." CVle, .... l1II..I!I1. p.144. As win lite ehoWD. in ClIapter 7. IIOre 
~_ did joia the olu.'" ill the 7ears atter Cwle' s vis! t 
111 192'1. 

74 IIJ.IZ '!!Itdz,Wl, ~ I'aroh 1922. 

.. 75 lfIlA1'.!Iil. 28 Fe1mlar7. 2 Septem'Mr 1907, !!J.K W!!iIl.!EJ,.. 
2 Septa'Mr 1909. 
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poe1 tion.· 76 .xt a importance to the 10ac 'bar was the larp ~ 

room at the aorth eDd or the c1,,'tt1 "a it 1'0\1 'IItIiJ:I' see bn the little 

wrld of Ifal.,. wacs, saee at OBe time or aaothel' a.'IlJ'OI'IfI aDd eftl70Be 

fra all 0'1'81' the '.LS • ..,. 'tie fou.d there".77 !he read.1DC room 

sel'ftd _ a ball I'GOIl as well u a 1.' •• h j,1tou.t se'ftll l:au:t.dred JlEJOJI.e 

atteDded the dSDOe ai""l1 a lJImotIr of the PriJace of Wales d.urinc his 

visit to Kalqa 111 Barch 1922. (OIl tId.. 000&81_ fll'.N8t blooka of 1ee 

:1a whioh flowers were fI'OH1l were ,a.aced ... staDd. arou.d the edp of 

the reoa t. keep the tesperature ~) OD. sa imp.:triaat _ .. _] aec1a1 

..... at nell as the St • .Aad.rewfs Dar' lIall ..... t five ~ ~ woald 

'tie p&"e881lt. OD. _t Sa~ aDd .... tiJIle .... otiller ... there was a 

...... nt er a dSDOe at~. P.Ne1411:t« .""1' the clo's activiti.s 

were the 8eI.wral COIIII1ttee, .. MeA coaeisted of the Resident, who w_ 

.... fficio president of the clu, a viae-president, five _m\lera elected 

at tile 01" .. •• amula1 ~ aeeti.Dc, aDd two mem8era who were _hat.d 

.. the iea1dellt. ftere vas alao a cOJBlll1 ttee w1d.cll leaked atter crtcItet, 

~. ~, temd.a, aDd other .:parts.78 . ~_ d.q-~ work of 

J.Wm1 .. the ol_ vas carried oat '" the clu' ...... ..., aDd a .taft or 

siztJ' BaUam servants. 

Al ~ it _d teaai. CKNrts aDd a saallSlfill1lbte pool the Lab 

Cle Md twer tac1litie. tbaa the SelamsOr Cle _d. As:1a the t89Oa, 

76 1Mi'Hr1al, II~II' YItiIIIS1, 25 Hq 1922. T_ editor addsl "Sir 
La'lll'dae hUlemar4 cmce reJllarked em the pod tor'tlae of the 
~ emnwi V of Sal ..... :1a l:t&'ri.Itc a )U.ace lJ.ke t_ S~ 
Clu v.re all coald .. et ... a level." 

77 '.1., -Oar Cl".·, "111 .. tIT 11&1, 21 S&IJlII8.l'7 1926. 

78 "Se1aDcor Cle Rule. aDd I)re-Lawa, 19W (with amendments to 
Sep"'r 1946), pre •• 1"9'&d at the Selancor Cl11". I vas W3B.1Itle to 
looate sa earli.r set of rules. 
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its most important fe.tuJ:re was that it vas exclusive. a,. .... 192Qs .... 

club ,." llowever haYEt hcome sUght17 less ex-clusiYe than it IIe4 1leea 

at the 'becimiaa of the tweD.t1eth centur.r. Aocordilla' to a writer ia 

1926, "the 4ap are cone .... D. to hloaa to 1t lIlfumt that 7- we" at 

lut SOIIIeODe wi. th a cap1 tal Sit., 79 Ia 1908 D. J'. !o,.. haG. _eD. tzoul7 

exoept1oDal. wilen. w1ta 'the iaf'l1.leDt1al Heldaa of 'the Olliet WardeD. of 

tiaes fJDd the European tmOft1e1al __ I' ot tile Sel..-r State Couac1l. 

he 1wt ~oiDe4 tits LaD Ola as an _istaat ia • eemmel'Oial tim. 80 

but ia ... 1taOa. as rill be ...... it was DOt ~ 'uassistants 

ia f'1rma anti. ..... to ~.1a ta. cla. .veriM1ess, the relat1veeDlu

sift_ss of the :Lake Clu vas Ye'r7 of tea remarite4 .... ia .... tatel'1l'$3;' 

J'981'fh,81 ft.e fact that the clalt was bowa _ the "!uB. Beear" or "haes 

Hat- cl." would al .. S'QPort tU vie. that 1t vas • preHrw of • 

eUte of the European eoamurJ't7. !he kiP _truce tee aa4 meatlllJ' 

sv.'ncr1ptioa .. tIlt.euelves 11ll1ted DleIlI)eraki,. A.ltla.8h tUN are .. 

1leDJ&per nports Birtaa its s1H the :Lake C1u' ...... reki' was clearq 

IIWtll 8ID&l1er tbaD that of the S~ CID. !he Caadi4a •• 10K of 

the ltIIIIe Cl_ Uou that 'betweeD A,1JCWIt 1921' ad. A..-t 19" an ~ 

of 35 mea ~o1ae4 the e1_ e" J'NI" __ "as the correspoaliiaa tipre 

fu tM Selacar Clu was 'betweea 150 aDd 200. _ aaMll1Dl that the 

ratio of BeW ~N t. the total memberski, v_ veq 1' .. 1,. the ... 

fu uta olu'bs the .... rakip of the Lake Club aq _ •• U-ted at 

... tweaa f-.r and su J:amdred. 

Ia • 19208 tM Sel.ancor Golf Clu was tM smallest IN.t the 

taatest 4 ... 10-" of the three olUe. lNr1Dc the war • pftrnmeat 

. 79 J'.1l. t Itoar ClUe·. 
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deoided to take over the led on Petel.ing H111~ which had 'beAD. C1vell 

to the Golt Club Oil a temporary lease, to oonvert part of it 1D.te a 

park, am to sell the rema1nd.er. A oOlllld ttee headed. C. I. GreeD, 

who 1I'aS not 0Dl.7 chairman of the I:.u.a L1:apur Sam. t&Z7 hard but aleo 

a past oaptain of the Golt Club, proposed tbat the SOWJ."ll1llellt sllould 

81ve the olub land tor a DeW, larpr course and 1IOIle7 tor opelliJlc the 

course and 1NUdlDC 8 olullhouse. !he coa1ttee also arp.ed that &n7 

mane,. _Jdoh the cowraent received f'roDl the sale of the land OIl the 

Petel.1Dc 1111 site should .. spent OIl the ilurepeau oO'lllllmi:t7, s1D.ce lt 

was onlT because Europeans had \Wed the site 11'It.en land prices were low 

that the 8O'¥'eJ."ll1llent oould now sell at a h1ch prlce. Senior Officials 

rejected this principle ("!he demands of the Golf Clu do aot err on 

the side of JBOderatiOll," the Resident oOll.plajDSd), lNt the,. did asree 

to provide tJle olub with land and enouch moBeJ' to open the new oourae.82 

After considerable discWlslO1l beMen the OOIIDittee and the sowrnaent, 

land to the east of Clroular Road was chosen fw the DeW course , which 

was opmed :1D September 1921 and peatl,- espmd.ed 1a the foll.owlJC 

Jears.8; (See.p;.) The olu'. membership increased trfD 294 at 

the be&1na:tac of 1921 to 589 in 1930.84 

82 Green to Chief Secretal7. 17 and 20 ...,. 19171 ies14ent, 
I. I. lroa4rtoll, te Cld.et Seoretaq, 6 I .. 1917. __ tea_ 
Sir Arthur to ... , all in BOO 1198/1917 J Selancor Golf 01'110, 
IIIID .i.ItIr lI!mt, ,..;6, »-40. 

85 Selanpr Iolf Ol'llbt !IN. lJIl4v lain, p1'.40-47. 

84 W. !IIJtJtx.ll&l. 25 .,. 1922, SelaDcOr ioU' 01-. lid. !idIr 
IIlDb p.56. 
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~ the 19208 pro'ba'hly the great majo:d.t,- of the Golf ClulJ·s 

mem'bers bel .... d to either the Selanaor ClD or the Lake Cia .. well. 

Ualike the other two clu. the Golf Cl. wee pri.marU;r a s:pol'ts rather 

thaD. a social 01.. But thie befr8ll to ~ in the 1930s. flte cl ... •• 

deoisi011 in t 934 to 'b1IiU a nillliDS pool near the cl1l\Jllo.. direotlJ' 

threatened the other 01... fM ooatroftr87 wllioh followed filled the 

JaPe of the Ill. J&1l1Gre tlw1. .., other ieaMe of the time ezoept 

the abdioation of KiDS lBd:llerd VIII. fM l.ake CluJ wllioh had a small 

pool, feared that e nev pool 'Ife1iLd draw t!IlMIf' ... of its _:berUip, While 

the SelaDcor CluJ which had ... v..- plaaa of its on tor a fOOl, 

eav the plaa .. a direot attaok en ite poeit1on as the main European 

social club. fte Golf Olult a8ke4 the Se~ OlD 1dlether it wanted 

to eJI.8re the ezpeue of lImildiDC the fOOl in re'tla:nl for wllioh Sel.a.D&'or 

Old JIeIlItere could .. the pool at certain times. A .. aeral meetiDS 

of the Selanaor ClulJ aacril7 rejected this offer. "There ie no reason", 

protested a loae-t1ae SelaDaor Clult meaber, It_ the 'Doc' meallera 

should have to IjO to the.ir nn ri...:L for tair HilL·85 flI.e aol.t. CluJ) 

thea dec1de4 to 1m.il4 the pool alOBe. at the Resident of Sel.a'ntlOr, 

!. S. A.... l"ehsed. to 81ve the 01 •• the _ded peJl'llld.ss1011.. 0DlF 

after \d. ttar • .,tiatione :be~n the <:lult and the avnrJ'Ul.eJlt were the 

pi .. ~d.S6 It is olear tilat with the opeDiIIC of the pool ia 

1937 '* e.u Cl. did :bec1a to .. tabUsh itself more .ad ..... as a 

soc1alol ... and indeed as a f8ll1l7 01.... .lecaue of • pool, IlGIIiIMtra 

wel"e m.ore l!keq to rema1n at the old into the even1DC, and. • cl.' s 

85 Letter trOll ilLite Kember", JII~II 'ulJ:r:.IB.l.. 29 5arah 19)4. 

eo Selaacor Golf 01ulJ. ZIt,. ~E 1IaD, pp.64-66, :IIW.R )fu'}! 
.11&1, 22 and 29 JIarch. .,1 .,. 1~, and lIaDJ' other ueuee. 



mem'berabip of 583 in 1937 3umped to 1178 four ;rears later. 67 

In somewhat difteriDe wqe each of the three dulte eze:rcise4 

Cl,,11 a man had to he proposed lq' two 1lEt11l1te1'8 a.nd tIlen appear before • 

c1ult COIIIId.ttee for a preUmiDa17 ecru.t1Dl'. It tb.e COJIlIittee fOlmd the 

oaadiclate sttite.1tle his ..... was posted on a 1Do&rd in the clu.1lbouae" aDd 

if BO ._rs 01l3"ted to his becoaWta a mem1ter the COJIIIi ttee gaft 

their tiDal appl"Oval to Ilta membereJd.p.88 !e 30in the SeJ.asaor C1ulJ a 

man had to 'be proposed 117 a ~r aad secoaled .... &IIOther. lis naae. 

addre.8" end oocup&. tlon were thea posted in the c1ult tor ..... 1'8 to 

inspect. Du.:d-. tIw three moatba he WUJ &waitiDg el.eetioa Ile ~i use 

the cl11'O's tacU1 ties J it he W&8 not elected hi. spoasors were held 

resJlOD81ltle tor ~ lwiMi debts he m1&ht have 1acur:red du:ri-. this time. 

Heaberskip was deteJ."lldnsd .... an election COIId. ttee tdd.ck ecmsisted of 

the cl0's (Jene:re.1 Ooam1 ttee, the sports 00IId. ttee. aad two JI.eIlllte1'8 

elected specia117 to &ern oa the election 00III1J. ttee. fo be elected 

a caadtdate had to receive at least :rd:rle votes of a poasiJlle sizteell 

1D ll1a taTOUr' it _ receiveci. tb:Ne blaok'IM.Us he was uclv4ed.89 

fhe larp mem1terUip of the Sel ..... r Olub would ...... t tbat .,. tar the -

creat 118401'1 ty of tkose proposed for_1terskip were elected. 

At tb.e Lake Club potential members were oODSide:red __ a 00IId. ttee 

or .ilkt ._'ben. A prospective lIeIIlIer had to 'be pro)lOSed ... ,. two 

_'be1'8 ..... eatered kis 118M and occupatioa ill tb.e Ce.ad1datea look. 

88 Peraoaal OG ([ IR:ioatioDII t:roa Ir. Dand Gr,.., 5 Deoem1ter 1m. 
18 :r.tmaIT 1m. 

89 "Selaaaor Club lbiles and BJe-Le.-, 1935". 



which was alwa.ys open for members to inspect. Durine tlte two moatbs 

before the com! ttee voted on their membership candidates atteaded 

sccial gatltertnss especially intended to give clult members a ~ to 

look them ever, which, accordins to one source, the,. did "with a. ,_niadt,. 

positively petr1~.90 A candidate was also ezpected to "call" on 

the rives crt all married cOllDlittee members 'br droppiDc his card into 

'boxes provided at the clult. It a woman 11ked the cadidate he was 

invited to diJ'Jia.er. Otherwise his call wu returr..d __ a card hoa her 

hu.slauJd. Whether or not he wu 1.D.v1.ted to 41M. the ~t point 

was that the candidate had carefllllJ' o'bsened the ezpected etiqutte. 

Accordins to a civil 881'V8J1t do joiDed the cl.:ldl 1a aMut 1923 this 

procedure was ..... tim.es relaxed. At parties a pod dancer foud b1II8elf 

quick1T accepted 'br the old members, and at less formal. t1aes, each as 

after watclJ1.DB a came of tennis, "7OU could. joill a ~e of wives and 

hultanda . on wkola 70U had not called aDd lte welOGlle". 91 Durtac the 

period ltefore the election mea'laere therefore had the opporturd. V to 

decide whether the candidate met their standards. ud, equal17 tm;ortant, 

the candidate was altle to usus h1s claances of lteins eleowd. ··It 18 

clear from the Ctmd1dates look tllat tlaere were two ... __ whioh tile 

elected when the,. received two or more ltlack'balls from • election 

oea1ttee, while altout an e,_l aumlter preferred to withdraw their 

cantidateship when .,. realised that tIseJ' were ual Skel,. to be elected. 

91 Bryson, "'1'went,-If1ne-and-a-Jlalf Yeare 1n the JIalqan Civil Service", 
JI&l"a. 19. 
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!he fact that the Lsl:ce Olub was genel"al17 reeop:i.Bed aD tIte 

1l1sti tution to which the elite of the Eu:ropean oommmi ty 'bel<mced. 

naturall7 nd8es a question. What were the occupations ad posit1oM 

of' the elubts membel"S? In other voris, who we" the European elite? 

The" !ll"8 two difficulties in -in« the clots lIleId:Iel"Ship aD a means 

of de8Cri'b1Dc the elite, but I would ulUe tbat neither is serio •• 

l'1l"St, the Oandidates :Book, whick is the ord.7 1mforiaat olub r.ool"d to 

have S'tU."'rived the Second World War, ord.7 allows _ to JiI::aow who we" 

jgapjne tbe club ratber thaa the total compoaltiu of tile clQ at a 

Biven time, _t 'because oC the care witll1fh:1cll DeW membel"S were seleoted 

it oan lie sar.17 assumed tbat the Be_ aembera were of a stand1DB 

similar to that of' the old members or at the ver'l' least bad attained a 

oertain staDd1r.tc to be eoasidered ellBible to 30m the olub. Second, 

whether a man 301ned the club WaD not alWfQ1I a matter of his own 

posi tion~ lis election cottld lie aided "'7 the pu.'bl1e prOlliDeDOe or 

standlDc witllin the club of hie sponsors. D. Jt. 'fophamts ear17 admission 

to the I.ake Clu has a.ll"8ad,J' 1Ieen 81ven as _ .ZIIIPle of thia, but ,. 

WaD bimself to indicate th1s as lm'lISUal. A. candidate mi&Ilt also be 

1"8jeoted 'beoause bis sponSOl"S were tor some 1'eUOIl &pOpular at the 

ti.me rather than ~use of a low estimation of M. persoual attr1bltes. 

But Ws Il'llSt have been extreme17 rare since very r •• candidates were 

rejected tor .lIE NaBft. Between 1921 and 1931 almost nlBe..,t1ve 

percent of all caadidates were eventMllJ' elected. 

letween .,. 1925 ad JIq 1927 eiP'tJI-t!aree men we;re proposed as 

caad1dates to the LaD 010. Of .... eae was blackball.ed, two wi tlldrew 

their esndldate .... p. arad *;re were tI:lree .. were elected _t __ 
~tt_ weN not 81ftll aDd wllose DIDleS do not a.pf8ar in direotor1es 

or atTU service 118ts. !able 1, dowe the occupatiqs and (tor all blt 
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six ind1:rl.dUals} the posi tiona of the remaining seventJ'-seven. wao were 

eleoted to the olub between Ju~ 1925 and June 1921. Us1Dc the ta'ble 

it is possible to ma.ke some observations about the Lake Olubts membership 

and. with oaution. tbtt composition of the European elite. 

Obviously. the position whioh a man had to have reached within his 

oooupation to be oonsidered el1c1ble for m.em.bersJaip varied i'1"&at~ :f'rom 

oooupation to oooupation. The difference between members of the 2.C.S. 

and goYerr.llllent servants in the proteasional and teclm.1cal. departments 

is especially striking. .u tkouch there were about seven times as 

IB8JJf' Europeans em.plopd in tile non-oade t servioes as in the H. C • S •• 

offioials in the professional and technical departments on13' slicht17 

outnumbered civil servants among new members. Officers of all levels 

of the H.C.S. we1'e joining; they oould expeot to join the olub soon 

after belnc stationed in Kuala Lumpur reprdless of their positions 

within the K.C.S. (This is confirmed by checking 1la1.IleS on other paces 

in the Candidates Book as well as those oovering the Jeriod belnc 

d1soussed here.) In oontrast. most other goYertUl9nt servants whojo1ned 

the Lake Club du.r1Dg this Jeriod had well over ten years of service and 

were heads of departments or important sub-departm.ents. Whatever the 

fine gradations witl:d.n the R.C.S., the 14:.C.S. was as a whole the eUte 

of the government servioe. During his visit to IIalqa in 1928 :Major 

Furse obsernd that officers of the H.C.S. displqed "8 slightly 

8raJuaj n:i oal attitude towards their colleasues in. the profeasional se"ices·. 

It te i.teresting to note that the two jUDior ~.C.S. covernment 

servants to join the Lake ClUb during this period were members of' the 

Edueation Departaeat. who v.ry olose17 ~ed. tile H.O.S. in e4ucaUoBal 

backlrO\Ut.d· 



,.ABLE " 

OCCUPATIOIS J.ID PGSITIOI'S OJ' SEVEITI'-8EVElf :UIi ELECtED to mE LAD CLUB, JULy 1925 1'0 J"OIE 1927 

§s!Vlrats t, Iig!t::9.2vetmflSt 

I.C.S. Prot. aad 'l'ech. a Planters lining ~ Commeroe Others 

Clasa I and Staff Veq Senior Partners, , 7 Managers Agents Dire 0 tor. , Editor, 
Ka.nspre Wax .I!!l 

.. g; , , ... .. .. 4 , 
Classe. XI and nr Senior a 2 La1ll78rs 

_ •• P' 0 .. . . (partners I I 

7 16 Sub-Agents , in firms) 
Position .. , " aa ..... . 

Classes IV and. V 2 
Assistants -- I 4 

Assistants 
»ental. Surgeon , 

/ 

• ... ... . u _ Junior 0 Assistan.ts &md ; 
Ca4ets 2 Sub-AcoOUDtets , 4 

Able to 
trace 16 2; 4 0 9 " 4 
.sitton 
U'na'ble 0 1 1 ,- 0 1 0 to t5ce. 

Total 16 26 5 , 9 14 4 

;,=" I Candidates look, Lake Cl11'. ftle names are taken frOll the nine paps l1s~ t ... propose" 1Jetween 
,~ 925 aDd 8 .,. 1927. J\1ri:b&r intozmation OOileS :from tke s1p.pp9rt .lid. lfelllJ!l Mraian and the IIlean 
f1UQ J4I1 of various Jean. I 
lOll' See over. 
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IRtf.: a. Government servants in the professional and teolmioal 
departments haTe been olassified as "'Very senior". "senior-, and ttJurd,or" 
sinoe there was 11ft hierarch,- OOIIIiIOn to all the 4epartments. ~ seven 
"ver.r senior" government servants were: the Chief Justice of the r ••• 3. 
S1apreBte Court. a jwip at tile S"pre_ COllrt, Iptll, the actinC General 
~r of the 1' ••• 5. RaUwqB, tile chai%"JUU1 of the Eleotrioity Board, 
tile director of tile Rub'Mr Research Institute, and the two top officers 
attached to the r.K.S. Volunteer lorce. ·Senier" government servants 
were tboae in char.. of a _301' seotion of a departll.ftnt (and therefore 
&enier to as JII81'l7 as thirv Europans in that seotion) and those of 
very ht.ch professional stand1ltc (noh as a sC"pon). !lite two ftjunior" 
80wrnment se1"V'SD.ts were a teaoller and an inspeotor of schools. 

b. In the Candidates .. these three were listed as mhdq 
eD«ineers. 

~ table shows that oldy five planters .101ned the olub d.ur1ns 

this period and that at least four of them were ~rs. Tile new 

expressed 1V' informants tbat benld'ftC en3078d a s~ almost eq,ual to 

that of the M.C .8. is supported 1V' tile table, fov 0\110 of tile n1De 

period the new edt tor of tile 1IIa:.Ia&.l. two lalQlSrs • were parUers 

in priftte firms, and a dentist who had Us on. practioe also beeame 

_bell'S of the elub. 

Althoqh oertain oocupations (partioular17 the M.O.S.) had a 

h1sber s001al stand1:nc than otllers it is important to note that some 

_n tra all tlle ..,01" oooupational areas were ~oa1'ftC the Lake Clu. 

fke B\I:ropean eltte was therefoft ...... of men fl'Oll all tlle maJ:01" 

secti01'lS of the 00JI!I1.tn1 tJ' rather t13aD e.rq &De section. The pVerJ:l'Bent, 

~. """"'ftC. and Yari_ ~roia1 hierarchies were ltrouPt 

.. tosether in a 914er h1er~ .. whicll li:QropeaDB rose as tlleJ' advanced 

in tlleir respective careers. !lite European oomllwd ty was broadlJ' dtT1ded 



into those who belonged to the Selangor Club and a smaller upper group 

or those who belonged to the Lake Club, but this was a divis1cm which 

most men could, if they wished, bridge durins their careers. 

!he most important division within the European population was 

not, as was sometimes implied _ contemporary observers, between offio1als 

and unoffioials,93 or between those who beloDCEld to the Selangor Club 

and these who beloDCEld to the Lake Club, but rather between thdse who 

beloDCEld to one of the ma.in clubs and those who did not. Despi te its 

claim the Sel&lliJOr Club was in fact not quite "everyone t s " clue. 

European prison warders, the few remaSa:hlS train drivers, and jockeys 

were not acoeptable as memb:srs (thou.gh the last ... aticmed were welcome 

guests at the olu}) after a race) and were W1likely to become more so no 

matter how lons they worked in KalaJa.94 It was only these rew Europeans 

who did not hold high positions and who did not live at the aooepted 

European standard who were not truly part of the European tI oommuni ty" • 

AccordiIlB to Wheeler these men served as a reminder to Asians that there 

were "grades" 8IIlons Europeans as mons the various Asian groups,95 but 

it was partly because they were suoh. a remiBder that they were excluded 

from European society and indeed that their numbers in Ialqa were kept 

as small. as possible. 

93 Am_ose Pratt, IISp .. Wm (Melbourne, 1931), ,.'4; Emerson, 
kiWis, pp .• ~, 474. It may be noted that both Pratt and Emereoll 
natted Ialayain 'the depression, wben 'the two sectioes disagreed 
stromel,. over several matters of governmeat policy. 

94 1ft 'falpiIlB. where the maia lOD(f-tel'll pnsOR was located, European 
warden had their aD social club. 

95 L. Ricluaond Wheeler, .Da It4tm 11111 (Loodon, 19.28). p.1&9. 



The PropP.se of Hil;1. Statio. 

Looking back to the ;years just after the First World War we must 

remind ourselves that the British could not i.JIagine the time when the,. 

would no longer be the rulers ot Halqa. As the,. asswaed their rule 

".. permanent they wanted to do all the,. could to JI8lte lite for themeel vee 

and future pnerations of Bri tishers as comtortaltle as possiltle. Bill 

stations were seen as the most promisiD.c of the means b7 which Europeans 

m.ight overcome the distressinc features of life in Kalqa. 17 the end 

of the war the government had began pl.aning l'J:taser's Bill on the Selanger

PahaDg border as a hill station, and in 1925, even 'before some of the 

main buildinp on Jraser' B Bill were complete4, the Chief Secretal7, 

Sir Georp Haxwell, who had played an important pert in cuiding the 

development of Praser's Bill, recommended that the Cameron Highlands 

should 'be developed as a much larger hill station. Before describiD.c 

how these two hill stations were in fact developed it is necessar,- to 

explain the reasons there was such a great demand among Europeans for 

hill stations. 

The demand for hill stations arose most of all from continuing 

beliefs about the effects of the tropical climate on Europeans. In 

some respects indeed the possiltle effects of the climate now seemed more 

mysterious than ever. !he disoovery of the oauses of ~ major dtaeaaes, 

most notably mal8.r1a, in the deoade and a half before the war had give. 

Europeans hope that all the diseases and other ailments which the7 

exper1eaoed in the tropios might 'be explained as the result of germs 

and therefore alleviated 'b7 medical scienoe. Even though scientists 

had not discovered the prme whioh caused some diseases" wrote Sir 

Patrick Hanson in the 1907 e4t tion ot the stanaard work oa tropioal 

medicine, "their ex1stenoe ••• JII.&3" be ooatident17 poatw.atedtt •
90 In 
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the interwar years, however, this spirit of optimism gave wa;y to a 

feeling that the potential contribution of medical science was not unlimited 

and that the effects of the climate were greater than they had previousl,. 

adknowledged. 97 It was precisely because so much progress had been made 

that it appeared all the more of a zqater,. that after three or four 

,.ears in the tropics white men no longer displayed· as much energ in 

their work and that many became nervous and irritable and found it 

difficult to concentrate and remember. In addition to this s,.ndrome, 

known to doctors as "tropical neurasthenia" and to.laymen ~ such names 

as ItXalayan head". the rate of suicide among Europeans in the tropics 

appeared to be extremely high.98 Although diseases had been controlled 

97 For examples of this shift of attitude, which took place at different 
times for different writers: Dr. A. Balfour, "Problems of Acclima
tisation", ~ LiAcet, 205 (4 August 1923), 245; Sir Aldo Castellani, 
in Neligan and others, "Discussion on the Adaptation of European 
Women and Children to Tropical Climates", :p.1319; "Health in the 
Tropics", MalaYan Medical Journal, 7 (1932), 132-33. A useful survey 
of various points of view in the mid-t92Os is: . Glenn T. Trewartha, 
"Recent Thought on the Problem of White Acclimatization in the Wet 
Tropics lt

, GeoBraphical Review, 16 (1926), 467-78.-

98 For references to the high suicide rate among Europeans in Malaya: 
Bishop of Singapore to editor, Bri tisR Medical Journal. 1926, vol. 1, 
p.503; Kenneth Black, "Health and Climate with Speoial Reference to -
Xalayall

, Mala:yan Medical Journal. 7 (1932), 103-4; Robson, Records 
.iVJ4 RecollegtiOAs, p.69; Winstedt, Start.t£sD Alif, pp. 100-1 04; 
source cited in note 102. I came across many reports of suicides in 
newspapers and in official correspondence. The annual reports of the 
F.M.S. Medical Department give no statistics on suicides ~ Europeans, 
but it seems certain that the rate was in fact high. It is interesting 
to note that in the 1920s the rate of mortali tyfrom ~ causes for 
Europeans in the F.M.S. was about half of that for the population of 
Great Britain. It must be pointed out, however, that Europeans seldom 
remained in Malaya beyond the age of fifty-five and that men and women 
often returned to Europe when they were ill. The fact that Europeans 
living in Malaya had to pay higher insurance premiums than did people 
residing in Britain would at first sight suggest a relatively short. 
life expectanc,., but insurance companies were as much influenced b,. 
common conceptioDB concerning the climate's effects as ~ statistical 

. evidence, perhaps partly because surprisingly little detailed statis
tical data were available. G. H. MacAlister, "Life Assurance in the 
Tropics", MalaYan Medical Jffinal, 3 (1928), 105-6. 



the climate remained the same as it had always been and therefore must 

be in some way responsible. 

This view of the climate's effects was supported b,y a great variety 

of reasoning and evidence. Doctors and laymen alike claimed that in 

addition to the heat and humidity the monoto~ of the climate was one 

of its most harmful aspects, but they did not make it clear whether the 

nervous system was gradually damaged b,y a lack of stimulation from 

changing temperatures or simply that men wbo were used to marked seasons 

found the tropical climate boring. In a well-publicized article Kenneth 

Black, Professor of Surgery at the King Edward VII Oollege of Medicine 

in Singapore, noted a report that the efficiency of surveyors tended 

to drop off markedly during the last months of their three year tours 

of duty. Although in all probability the men were impatiently looking 

forward to their leave in Britain, Black took this as evidence of the 

way iD. which the climate gradually wore down Europeans. 99 Black also 

noted that during his visit to Malaya in 1928 W. G. A. Ormeby-Gore, 

Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, had remarked that in contrast 

to officers serving in West Africa civil servants in Malaya showed 

definite signs of mental lethargy_ Black implied that Ormeb,y-Gorets 

statement fully supported his own views on the climatets effects. In 

. fact, although Ormsby-Gore had said that the climate had an adverse 

effect, he had attributed the lethargy mainly to the fact that civil 

servants in Malaya were out of touch with current thinking in Britain 

because of their relatively long tours of duty rather than to the fact 
100 . 

that they spent longer periods in the tropics. Finally, beliefs 

99 Black, "Health and Climate", p.101. 



about the long-term effects of the climate were often influenced b.1 the 

attitudes Europeans had towards the peoples who inhabited the tropics. 

Arising from these attitudes was the fear that over a period of several 

generations,. if not sooner, Europeans might lose their superior vigour 

and degenerate into the lazy ways of the natives. 

A few doctors and a very small number of laymen claimed that the 

climate had no significant effect on Europeans. Instead they insisted 

that tropical neurasthenia could be ascribed to the way Europeans lived 

in the tropics rather than to the tropics themselves. They pointed out 

that nearly all Europeans thought of themselves as exiles and argued 

that it was because they longed for home and took no interest in the 

community about them that many Europeans suffered from boredom and a 

sense of rootlessness. "Unless you give up home leave," G. L. Peet 

told his readers in his book Malayan Exile, "unless you cease to dream 

about retirement in a white man's country, and unless you can so attach 

yourself to Malaya that this country means to you what England used to 

mean, you can never hope to know beneath the tropic stars the unimaginable 

peace of an English summer night." 1 01 . In the view of those who rejeoted 

a olimatic explanation of neurasthenia the strain of living in the tropics 

was partly the result of long periods of family separation.· In the case 

of men who had sexual relations with Asian women during their wives' 

absence this strain was compounded by a sense of guilt for having set 

101 Peet, Malayan Exile (Singapore, 1934), pp.59-60, Peet was the 
StraiMs Times reporter in Kuala Lumpur. Other writings stressing 
the effects of exile include: "A Planter's Lot", Plan$er, 17 (May 
1936), 216; editorial, "The White Man in the Tropics", Brit,;h 
Med,cl~ Jou~, 1926, vol. 1, p.909; M. Carthew, "The Aetiology 
and Proph;ylaxis of Mental Irri tabili ty in Europeans in the Tropics", 
Jcm;rnaJ;.2t Tropical Med,c,ne Jm9. Hyglene, 30 (1927), 113-17; Culpin, 
II An Exam1nation of Tropical Neurasthenia", pp.911-17. 
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aside their marriage vows. Aooording to Dr. G. Wa~oott, an estates 

dootor of long experience, the "mental disharmony" experienoed by 

Europeans in Malaya was fostered by a more general failure "to square 

our manner of living with our ideals of oonduct and behaviour" learned 

in ohildhood: 

We may ohoose to ignore in our consoious 
behaviour the fact that intemperance, unkind
ness, improvidenoe, impurity, concubinage, etc., 
are unsocial and wrong, but the unconscious 
never ignores • • • such matters. Deep down, 
unsleeping, and always maintaining its conflict 
wi th the behaviour which the conscious mind has 
willed, lies the great herd instinct which 
regards suoh conduct as taboo, and until our 
practice agrees with our deepest principles 
there can be no real equanimity of spirit. 

"Living in sin" is a kind of. joke as we 
mention it round the pahi t table, but on through 
the day and night the never ceasing "Thou shalt 
not" of the unconscious is grinding its pathway 
towards the consoious with serious effects on the 
peace of mind of those who do not take steps to 
mend matters. 

Muoh of our indulgence in alcohol and the 
inordina. te rush after pleasures and excitements 
of all kinds are merely the symptoms of this lack 
of mental harmony.102 

While accepting that there were social strains peculiar to· life 

in a tropical dependency, the great majority of doctors and laymen 

however believed that the climate had some effect on Europeans. 

Separation of husbands and wives, for example, did cause strain, but, 

they were quick to add, it was certainly in great part the climate's 

effects on women and children which made separation necessary in the 

first place. Nost Europeans continued to believe that it was essential 

for men to take six to eight months leave in a temperate climate ever.y 

.. 102 Waug~oott, "On Nental ~giene in the Tropics", presidential address 
to the Malayan Branch of the British HSdical Assooiation, Malay 
Weekly IW., 8 April 1931. 
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three or four years and for women and children to spend an even shorter 

time in the tropics. 103 

The great attraction of hill stations was that they provided a 

change of climate without the necessity of a long, expensive voyage to 

Europe. Two to four weeks in a hill station each year would, it was 

believed, help men to maintain their vi tali ty throughout their tours 

of duty or to remain healthy in the tropics longer if they were unable 

to take leave. At the same time, because of hill stations families 

would be able to stay together for longer periods. Children could 

receive at least the early years of their education at a hill school; 

as long as they were under European supervision. and enrolment was 

confined to European children they would have most of the advantages of 

an education in Britain and yet be able to see their parents frequently. 

Women would be able to spend some of their time with their husbands in 

the lowlands and some with their children in the highlands. Whole 

families could be together during holidays and for the few weeks a year 

when men had local leave. In short, hill stations might some day eliminate 

"the tragedy of the East". 

With this as baokground we can now trace the development as hill 

stations first of haser's Hill and then of the Cameron Highlands. 

As the European population grew rapidly after 1900, the demand 

for more hill stations increased. The existing ones--Maxwell's Hill, 

103 Memoranda by Dr. A. L. Hoops and "Singapore Medico", PlaD$!r, 13 
(Deoember 1932), 162-63; I.S.P., Statement Jl.usm Questisms Rel;atiM 
!Q,Salaries, pp.10-11; Dr. S. C. Howard, "The Malayan Climate 
Versus the White Races", Malay!!.!l, 7 December 1932J Dugdale, Ia 
.1i.ku Heal.¥:v 1a ~ '1'raaSl, p.129, German, Iiadbogk.1i Bri,%ish 
WaYI (1926~ p.14; Sir Malcolm'Watson, during discussion on 
Culpin, It An Examination of Tropical Neurasthenia ", p.921. 
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Bukit Kutu (Treacherts Hill), Gunong Kledang near Ipoh, and Gunong .Angsi 

near Seremban-had been built on ridges or hill tops and therefore oould 

not be expanded. Unofficials were partioularly dissatisfied with the 

existing hill stations beoause officials were given first choioe of 

the use of the few bungalows. 1 04 After about 1905 interest grew in a 

plateau on the south side of Gunong Tahan in northern Pahang, the highest 

mountain in Malaya, as a possible site for a truly grand hill station. 

The idea of a. health resort there, to be reaohed by a railway branohing 

off from the proposed line to Kelantan and then a funicular railway up 

the mountain, had the enthusiastic support of senior offtcials. In 

1912 the High Commissioner, Sir Arthur Young, and the Chief Secretary, 

Sir Edward Brookman, olimbed Gunong Tahan to investigate its potential 

as a hill·· station. (See Map 4.) . The view of the mountain from the 

plateau reminded one member of the party "of highland scenery in 

Inverness-shire on the higher rocky grounds where ptarmigan are found".105 

As a result of the party's very favourable impression the Federal 

Council supported Brockman's request for funds for fUrther.inves~ 
1~ . 

gations. The project was however never begun both because of. the 

enormous expense of building the railways and because its development 

would be complicated by the fact that the northern part of the mountain 

was in Kelantan, which was not part of the r.M.s. 107 

104 Edi to rial , +1ilay~, 2 March 1905 

105 AJWrYal. Report .9! Pahang (1912), p. 23. 

106 19d~ri. Couscil Proceedings (1912), p.B11. 

107 This and the following three paragraphs are partly based on articles 
by Sir George Maxwell in !§lVi, 1952: "Has Gunong Tahan Been 
Jilted?", August, pp.27-29; "The Early Days of Fraser's Hill", 
September, pp.35-37, and Ootober, pp.23-27. 
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Map 4 
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It was the war which provided the impetus for further hill-station 

development. Because of the shortage of staff and the difficulty of 

travel to Bri tam Europeans found it impossible to go on leave. At 

le ast three civil servants had physical or mental breakdowns and were 

forced to retire, three "died in harness", and two committed suicide. 

It was believed that although the'gI'eatly increased pressure of work 

was partly responsible prolonged residence in the tropics had tipped 

the scales to disaster.108 At a time when a change of climate by 

taking leave in Europe was impossible a change of climate by altitude 

became all the more urgent. In 1917 the Bishop of Singapore, 

C. J •. Fsrguson-Davie, submitted a report to the government suggesting 

that Fraser's Hill, where there had been some' tin mining since the 

1890st . could be quickly developed as a hill station. The location was 

considerably higher than any of the existing hill resorts and yet was 

only about five miles fram the main road between Selsngor and Pahang. 

By the time the war had come to an end the government had decided to 

develop Fraserts Rill as a health resort. The road to Fraser's Rill 

was oompleted in 1921 t and in the next few years the government MIt 

a small' golf oourse and over a dozen bungalows. The Red Cross bull t 

four bungalows, two of which were primarily for ex-servioe men and 

women. The Sela.D&or Club had a clubhouse and other buildings there 

which could be used by visiting members as well as regular members. 

108 Bucknill Report., p. 162, Appendix V t pp.28-29. Young doubted whether 
either overwork or the climate was mainly responsible for the 
early retirement of the three civil servants mentioned by name in 

. the report. One had a family history of mental disorders and was 
suffering from syphilis; the second had cerebral syphilis; and 
the third had a family history of mental illness thOUl'h his con
dition was "no doubt aggravated by residenoe in the tropics". 
Young to Kilner, oonfidential of 11 August 1919. CO 2737484. 
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Near the golf course there was a public house known as the Maxwell Arms, 

which was run by Sir George Maxwell's former head "boy". 

Europeans frequently testified that their visits to Fraser's Hill 

had given their spirits a great boost. It was warm during the days 

but so cool at night that they could warm themselves in front of a 

blazing fire and feel as if they were at home in England. 109 Each 

bungalow had its own garden where, wrote Mrs. Wilson, "all the old 

English flowers, so dear to us, flourished".110 Unlike ~ a 

typical holiday in Britain, however, parents had to worry little about 

the care of their children. Every morning at nine o'clock men and their 

wives assembled to play golf, one bachelor observed with a touch of 

exaggeration, "while in the background were innumerable 'Amahs' 

looking after some thousands of squawking European babies".111 

• • • 

Despite its great charms many people were far from satisfied with 

Fraser's Hill. A,j in 121e case of earlier hill stations built by the 

government, officials were given priority in accommodation. Unofficials 

argued very strongly that since Fraser's Hill had been built from public 

renenues its facilities should be availab~to all Europeans on equal 

terms, but the government continued to favour its employees. Companies 

and other organizations were given the opportunity to lease land, but 

only Guthrie's, the Straits Trading Company, and the Methodist Mission 

logIn January 1925 the mean maximum and mean minimum temperatures in 
degrees Fahrenheit were 70 and 61 respectively. The corresponding 
figures for Kuala Lumpur were 89 and 71. German, Handbook ~ 
British Malaya (1926), p.19. 

110 Wilson, Malva ~ ~!a!.. Enchantment, p.92. For other ecstatic 
comments: Walling, Sincapura Sorrows, pp.61-67; Scott, Eastern 
Journey, pp.47-48; Rennie, Musincs ~ J.S.N.R., pp.111-17. 

111 Letters of P. Samuel (RR), 6 May 1931. 
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1. so. Individuals were given a similar opportunity to lease land, 

but, because of the great expense involved, by 1937 only about seven 

families had built their own bungalows on Fraser's Hill. Even officials 

had misgivings about Fraser's Hill. Some of them preferred a trip to 

Brastagi in Sumatra where they could not only enjoy a caange of cltmate 

but also escape the government atmosphere which prevailed as much at 

Fraser's Hill as it did in Kuala Lumpur, Taiping, and other towns. 

It was for this reason that Ormsby-Gore suggested that in the future 

private enterprise should playa greater part in developing hill stations. 1 

Finally, even by the mid-1920s it was clear that the location itself was 

inadequate. Because of the nature of the terrain the area available at 

the resort was not large enough to meet the growing needs of the ever-

increasing European population. And, as will be mentioned shortly, 

some Europeans wanted a hill station which would offer facilities 

similar to those at Fraser's Hill (though on a larger scale), but also 

have land for agricultural settlement. 

Since William Cameron explored the area in 1885 there had been 

conflicting estimates of how much land was available in the mountains of 

north-west Pahang for use as a hill station. It was only after explora-

tiona in the early 1920s that i ts;',great potential became known. As the 

ones who would most benefit from a new hill station unofficials immediatelJ 

pres~ed the government to survey the area and to begin making plans 

for ,its development. In March 1925 the Chief Secretary, Maxwell~ led 

112 Since Europeans in Malaya were so convinced of the curative powers 
of a visit to a hill station it is surprising that so few companies 
built bungalows for their employees. Maxwell suggested that the 
London boards of directors were responsible for this parsimony. 
Brit!sh HalAla, 4 (July 1929), 82. 

113 Report Rz Ormsbl-Gore, p.25. 
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an expedition which reported on the terrain, soil conditions, and climate 

of the highlands. 114 In the following year the government set up the 

Cameron Highlands Development Committee to oversee the planning, but in 

the view of unofficials progress was being made at a painfully slow rate. 

In 1929 an unofficial member of the Federal Council made an emotional 

appeal to the government to hasten the development of the highlands. 

"If you strip the ladies of their lip-stick and their face powde-r, who 

do you get? You see women entirely worn out. You see their health 

breaking up. The children are pale and anaemic and undoubtedly should 

not be in the country as long as theyare. 1I115 . 

Although not as quickly as unofficials wished the government pro-

ceeded with the work of developing the highlands. Despite the economic 

crisis the work was encouraged by Sir Cecil Clementi, who took office 

as Governor early in 1930. Clementi foresaw the day when for certain 

periods of the year the government of Malaya would be carried on at 

Tanah Rata in the highlands just as the Indian government moved to Simla 

during the hot season. '16 After the main road to the highlands was 

completed in 1931, smaller roads, a golf course, and a rest house were 

built by the government. Most of the remaining work was undertaken 

privately. By the mid-193Os there were three hotels. As in the case 

of Fraser's Hill the British tried to re-create the feeling of being 

in their homeland. One of the hotels was built in the form of an 

Elizabethan mansion, and visitors could enjoy looking at English flowers 

114 Council Papers No. 13, 14. and 15, hdergJ. Councif ProceediMs 
(1925). . 

115 E. N. T. Cummins, FedergJ. Council Proceedings (1929), p.B77. 

116 "Chronicle of the Development of the Cameron Highlands • • • 1926-
1931 ••• ", Council Paper No. 13. J'edergJ. Couacil Proceedings 
(1932). p.C156. 



and eating strawberries with fresh cream. "You seem to be in another 

world up there", wrote one woman atter her return to the lowlands, and 

"so much nearer to England". 117 By 1935 the long-held dream of hill 

schools for European children was becoming a reality. There were two 

private schools, both run bY' Europeans and having only European students, 

for children up to about the age of thirteen. In 1935 there were only 

about one hundred European children at schools in the Highlands, but for 

at least a. few families the schools were "averting much of the tragedy 

of married life in the East".118 

Of all sections of the European community it had. been the planters 

who had most pushed the government to develop the Cameron Highlands. 

All planters shared the desire for a health resort and hill schools, 

but some had a special interest in the highlands. At a time when economic 

conditions gave them little hope of retiring in great wealth to Britain 

many planters believed that they could spend their retirements in much 

greater financial comfort in the highlands of Malaya than in their home-

land. 'By opening small estates they hoped to supplement their pellsions. 

Since t unlike in Britain, there was no income tuin Malaya they could 

expect to save a relatively high proportion of what they earned. It was 

also believed that the climate in the highlands was ideal for someone 

who had spent all his working life in the tropical heat: it was cooler 

t~ the lowlands and yet not uncomfortably cold as Britain was during 

much of the year. The climate would of course be ideal for their 

wives as well. Men who retired at a fairlY' early age to settle in the 

117 Letters of Mrs. Nancy Bateson, 18 Kay 1941. 

118 Deyelo1pent .2f. ~ CMerqn Highlands ~ 12. ~ e .2f. 122! and 
IntomatiOJl ConcerniK the lighland@ l:tuala Lumpur, 1935); A. B. Milne, 
"Planting in the Cameron Richlandst' , British Mala.:{§;, 11 (August 1936), 
103. 
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highlands could plan to have their children educated at one of the 

highland schools. Their daughters, one of the first settlers prophesied, 

would marry men working in the plains and their sons might p1I'sue 

careers in Malaya and later inherit the property.119 

In a memorandum apparently prepared late in 1933 L. D. Gammans, 

Assistant-Director of Co-operation in the F.M.S. and the Straits 

Settlements, pointed to some of the potential disadvantages of European 

settlement.in the highlands. Gammans pointed out that a settler was in 

danger of cutting himself oft from his country of origin and that the 

highland schools which his children would attend were "in the very 

nature of th1Dgs ••• not likely to compare in education and tradition 

with the school which the settler himself attended" •. Gammans also 

observed that many prospective settlers were planning to grow crops, 

such as temperate-climate vegetables, which were already being succesa-

fully produced by Chinese gardeners., He warned that since Europeans 

lacked any clear superiority in market-gardening techniques a settler 

would be forced to reduce his standard of living to that of his competitors 

in order to cut his costs. Gammans concluded that prospective European 

settlers would be better advised to risk their capital in Great Britain 

or in one .of the Dominions, "where competition, severe' as it may be, 

will be with men of his own ra.ce and of an equivalent standard of living" .120 

Gammans's warning, however, was especially directed at Europeans who 

planned to open medium-sized estates and who would have to rely entirely 

119 fingapore Free Press editorial, reprinted in lk~ust Malaxa, 2 
November 1927), 188; "Hill Stations", Planter, 2 July 1922), 

220-25; paper read by C. C. FOotner, P.anter, 16 (October 1935), 
465. 

120 Gammans,' "The Development of Cameron Highland.s: SOlie Marketing 
Problems", a.pparently written in 1933 (RH), pp.2-6. 



265 

on the sale of their produce for their income. Perhaps because other 

Officials shared Gammans's views all of the land in the highlands which 

the government alienated for agricultural purposes was taken up by 

smallholders and a very small number of large-scale companies. 

:By 1935 about fifty men, most of whom were retired planters, were 

living on smallholdings in the Cameron Highlands. Although their numbers 

were small their importance in the social history of the :British in 

Kalaya. is indeed great. There were now for the first time a few Europeans 

who were beginning to look upon Malaya as a home as well as a place to 

work. 



CBAP.rER 7 

EUROPEAlf RELATIOllS VIm ASIJ.IS I . THE IITERWAR YEARS 

(In his book OOv& Exne, published ill 19:54, Q. I.. Peet recoUllts 

bow af'ter several ,.ears t residence in Xuala :Lumpur he aocompaB1ed some 

Chinese triends into tolm tor the tirst tiM to watch celebrations tor 

the Moon Cake J'estival. "Have 70U ever walked don & Chi1l6se street I / 
f i 

wi th Chinese triends?" Peet asked his readers. .. was sure most had 1/ 

BOt. "That is perhaps the most sipif'ioat teature of our life in this 

COUlltr,.," Peet observed., "that we all live in compartmsnts ad onl7 

occasionally do we sc~e over tbe dividiar wallS.":] This chapter 

describes the walls which divided Europeans and Asiane in the iDterwar 

,.ears, the decree to which Asians were in fact accepted into Europea 

social activities, the special barriers which separated Eurasians from 

Europeans, and how duril'lg this period a SIIall group of Europeans ad 

As1ane atteapted, b7 forail'lg a Rot&r7 01.'1), to cJiaDp the pattern. of 

European-Asi&n relations. htore disCUJ8siar these to"ics, howe .... r, it 

is 1iSet\ll. to describe bow Europeans theaselves perceived their relatiOlls 

wi th AsiaBe as these perceptiOllS BOt o!1l7 reflected existiD8 relatiOflS 

but also hel:ped to perpetuate thea. 

between the world wars looked at their relatiOflS wtab the Asians 

aaoar whoa the7 lived with creat satisfaction and pride. Unlike in 



South Africa or the American South there appeared to 'be ao racial Umsioa, 

and the a'beeBOe of &'1t1 nationalist movement aIlOD&" the .A.siaB populatioa 

sueaested that the)" were content with Dri tish rule. .A.ccordi.1:'c to ~ 

Europeans in lfala.;ra, there was not oB17 an absence of hostill t)" but 

also a spirit of' goodwill 'between the .. lves and the various other 

ethnic croups. E\lropeans saw Kalqa and. relations "tween the various 

peoples in it as trul)" exceptional in tbe world after the Great War. 

UtO'bson was warmly' applauded b)" otber _bers of the fed.eral C01D1Cil ia 

1925 whea he described the P.LS. as "oa of the ver)" few territories 

relic10n and outlook oa life, he said., Europeans, lfala.;rs, Chineee, and 

ladians "all live together in ham0D7, work together in coDf'ideace, and 
'""I 

otten pla)" together in the 'best of good fellowship·. 2 I 
'-..1 

( Raoial ~ was coasidered 'b)" marq hropeans to " J.fala.;ra' s 

uat precious heri'tqe. ') 'fhe desire on the part of 'both Europeans and 

Asian leaders to preserve this heritage was daoastrated. mo.t olearly 

wheD rae1al se~catiOB iD the .Be of _dieal facill ties ia XwUa LUJII.Pllr 

was removed in 19". !he iswe arose ia the late 19208 wheD, "~ 

of iDsllf'ficient funds, the I'Oftrmaent shelved plans to lmild a lares 

modem hospital which would have served people of all ethnic croaps. 

!he pv8rs.eDt instead improved facilities at the Europeaa Bospital and 

also at the a.aral Hospital. the main hospital fo; Asian patients.' 

Proaiaea • .A.siaDS. however, were far.from satls~ied witlt. these improNlltlllts. 

'!'he,. e1aimed. tat the (Ie_rat Bospi tal.as still ia a deplorahle ooadi tion 

2 114 .... 9sIIiJ. Puw.lai&1IiI (1925), p.m." 
, ltfaral Qg'fJ.lQU, hlleu4iH1 (1929), ,.:&28; 1930, ".:175-76. 



and that 1 ts DeW taolll ties tor first-class patieate were raa.rke4l7 

lBf'erlor to the facUltles prov14ed at the Eurepetm Hospital. The 

Indian member of the :federal COUDOll asserted that 'b7 its failure to 

provlde equal facilities the i'Ove~nt was jeopard1B1l1C "the ~ 

that has alw.,.. existed betweD tile rulers· tmd the ruled for so IIII.\D7 

;pears in this couat17--a harIIoJQ' which has _come a trad1 tion and a 

watch-word of the great Civil Service 'b7 wtdch this couatry is 

administered".4 The §ua&a 'HiM ued si.Uar l~ .. in condeaninc 

the :f.H.S. &'OV8l"D11.ent. A report 'b7 Asitm leaders Mk:hC tlleir lrieftDces 

pablio. the editor stated, had "ltmeed tm abscess wtdch .... threateB1nc 

to poison tile corporate lite ct Eula Lwapar". 5 1m Jul7 19" the lOVern

_nt ~oed that a DeW hospital woul.d be 1:m11t when t1u.ncial conditions 

improved and that in the meantime the Europetm Itospi tal, to be known as 

the ~ Hospital, would be open to IUropean and .Asitm patients alike. 

After the annoUDcement both Europeans and Asitm leaders ezpres .. d relief 

that a potential threat to racial harmoq had at last been removed. 6 

WIlen spee.ld.Dg ct the soodwill _tween theas8lves and .AsiaDs, 

Europeans 1Dcl1&ded mW reiatiODS only to a l1mltal eztent. The great 

aajori V of' Europeans assU'lled that soclal lite metmt sovial relatlons 

<4 I'JdIri1 QB!2U l!l!Pedipp (19}o), p.B99. 

5 "AD .Asiatic Rospital", SKI1a HMI, 22 April 1931. See also 
e41torial in lssue of 18 April 19,1. 

6 Reports aDd editorlal, Ie],y We§i6:r~, ,0 Jul7 19,1. It must be 
pointed out that the opeD1DC of' the European Hospital to ~peans 
'benefl ted 0Dl7 a small section of the .Asltm commmi tJ' _ By 19" the 
lIu:npar Hospltal dld not have facilities to provide food to Hoslem, 
S1k"h. and R1ndu patients. Acoord.i.D8 to a 11'11.11&1 editorial, those 
ClaiMse and CJar1stitm IDdians who could atf'ord treataent at the 
lIu:npar Hospital had ci ven tip their efforts to improve medical 
faoiliti88 tor the o~V .. a whole. "Kuala Lwapar Hospitals", 
116M ~ 30 J'anuary19"_ 
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that tlle automobile "has el1m1utecl distance u a bar .. 8001&1 tater-

oourae" 1t _&1'1t that those Europe&l'l8 li'finc on ru.b'ber estates aDd at 

mines could now visit iurope&l'l8 1a tlle towu much more eu117 thaD the,. 

could before oara were oOlllODly' used.7 S1Id.l.&rl,-,"n the ReaideDt of 

SelaDcOr opened the new Selaagor Golf Clult with tlle words that the club 

would pl.,- a larp :part ta the "8001&1 lil'e" 1IOt on!,- ot :Kuala l'Aiapur 

but ot all SelUCOr he had ta miD« the 8001al lite .r the El:UjJJIIW 

11"9'1Dc 1D SelaDcOr.8 Ia the view ot JltC)f.Jt l'Mrope&l'l8 It WU cmlJ' Datural 

that Euope&l'l8 should 1f&l'lt to apmd tIlelr leisure tiM 1D tile coa~ 

ot other Eu.rope&l'l8; 1 t 1f&8 1IOt pre~ud1oe which separated people wt 

s1mplJ' that people or 8im1lar ba ..... O'IIDG. tatereata, aDd tastes preferred 

editorial &r~, that 1D the larpr towma there were 8OOi&1 divisions 

evea 'betweea iurope&l'l8, with tile more aeD1f\1" men ta oae o1u) aDd the 

~ora 18 another. 9 

'.l'hua what seemed re~e to IIlif:I1V 1urope&1l8 was 1101; how 11 ttle 

oontact there was .tween tbemaelws tmd .As1aaa outslde the wor1d.ag 

hours wt rather how IIlUCll there was lmder the c1rcm.mstancea. Like lto)soa 

the soeae of II08t amicable re1at1oas ltetween the races. Indeed. 1 t 

can at 1eut )e said that the teasion which had led the European teams 

to withdraw trom the SelaDgOr Football Leaaue in 1914 wu nearl,- absent 

ta tlle tate1'll&r )'eara. 'fhe poaa1)1li t,- or rac1al tena10n el ther cauiag 

7 lfa1qa Iaf'OlIlaUon .A.pno,.. "'S&8 WID, p.27. 

8 Se~ 1811' Olu'O, %Bl'D JlatIr 1'&3. p.5O. 

9 "Eut &ad West"" Ialtq WIlily...... 29 April 19,1. 



or arising frOl'll contlict on the football field was ve'r7 !DUeh less atter 

World War I. The major COl'llpeti tion during this period was betwean state 

teams, which were multi-racial, tor the lfal81'a Cup, i*ather than 'between 

raciall,....a.efined teams. Horeover, Europeans more often pl81'ed on depart

JIlental or COl'll~ teams, which were multi-racial, than on racially-

defined clulJ teams. On those oCC83ions whea Europeu teams plqed Asian 

teams tension, and even 1Jlows, were not UDknown,10 but on the whole 

sport does appear to have 1Jeen a means of frieDd11' oontaot 'between 

Europeans and Asians. In crioket the DUII'ber of no:a.-Europeans pl¢ng 

on the state and 0010D1' teams iJloreased not onl7 because their interest 

in the &&me was growing but alao beeause the Europeans who organized 

the teams were more 1ncliJled to select ~rs b7 8.'bi11 V than b7 favour

ing EurOpeans. '1 In add! tion to sports, Europeans also pointed to official 

aDd private gatherings where Europeans aDd Asians mixed as a sign of 

goodwill. During one week in 1920, for example, Europeans were ..,.ests 

at a housew8l'!lling put on b1' Alan Lake, 10ke Yew's SOll, and at the wedding 

of the daughter of the Chinese member of the Pederal Comoil, Choo Kia 

Pong. Q.atherings of this kind were, however, more formal and less 

frequent than the dinners given b1' the Capitan ChiD8 and other Asian 

leaders 1n the 189Oa. At the housewarming just referred to Alan Lake 

aDd his wife invited the Europeans on a different Bight frOl'll their 

other ..,.ests. '2 

10 Blackwell, "Ral81' Currt", pp.178, 210; ~n, "Twenty-lfine-and-a
Balf Years in the Ralqan Civil Servioe", para. 32. 

11 Editorial, "The Xing of Q.ames", 1ftW,H.IIil, 23 lune 1928. , 
12 f' .. ..Jef~~.II.&1, ,. JaDUarJ' 1926 (reports) and 21 J~ 1926 



One reason for the lack: of tension. which pve the impression of 

harmo~, was the code of conduct whioh BOst Europeaas followed implicitly 

in their relations with Asians. Europeaas were expected, by other 

Europeaas, not to treat Asiaas harahly as this would underaine white 

prestiB9. As prest1B9, rather than military power, was asslBlled to 'be 

the basis of British rule aQ1 damaae to. that presti,. was considered a 

very serious offence. In 1922 two planters who had received aall fines 

for disorderly conduct and assaul tiltg a Chinese bar-'bo7 in a railway 

restaurant oar were 'berated by the Plute' for behaviour whioh "degrades 

the European in the sicht of the Oriental". "It is up to ever; decent 

white man", the editor oontirm.ed, to "ostracise them from the society 

that they haTS dlsgraced. IfheY are pariaha, untit for the oompanionship 

of honourable men." 1, In short, it was wroJtg that one man should harm 

another, but 1nfin1 tel,. worse that a European should harm an Asian. 

Europeaas--at least those BOst conscious of the special responsi-

bili ties of their race-tried not onl,. to ensure that Asiaas were not 

treated liarshly but also to preseat aD ex_ple ~ pod behaviour and 

BOral liviltg to Asiaas, who they 'believed looked to them for guidaDce. 

A white man ia the tropics is wat~d as a 
minor god. He IJ8,)" 'be hated or liked, despised 
or respected, but bei.Jtg in the m1Dori t7 he is 
aD object of atteation from the moment his 
native servant has taken in brealtfast to the 
time when he has dismissed the chauffeur or 
ricksha puller, and BOved to 'bed. 1'roIiIl the 
minute he has entered his ottice, he is wat~d 
__ natives and teels, if' he has a conscience, 
that he must fiTS aD ex_ple, in comluct, wiadora 
and streJtgth. 4 

" "Jlari.al\s", IlWtt, 2, 1'0. 7 (Karch 1922), 44. See also a PipW 
iIIIi:i:1 edt tor1al a'bout the harm done to Dri tish prest1l8 by some 
~ hrepean spectators at a vaudeville pertormanoe in hll&Jtg1 

JElliM "1m· 2 (february 1928), 269. 

14 GeOl,. Bila1n1dn, .w1 PI .. : (London, 19:52), p.69. See also 
Blackwell, "Ma.lq Curry". pp.2O, 78, and 178. 
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One consequence of this need to present a good ~ was to reintoroe 

the tendenol' of Europeans to oontine their sooial activities to ~ 

selves. Host Europeans fou.nd. it iapossiDle to aot as pa.r~ of virtue 

that, aeine oonfined to Europeans and 8. ve1!7 few oarefully ohosen non

Europeans. allowed them to relax without worr.J'ing dout what kind of 

1.mace the,- were present1nc. "We ate ~ drank & pla,-ed game. like small 

children," wrote a teacher, who in his first moathe in JIalaya took a 

lmmorous view of European attitudes. about a parV with some friends. 

It It was SOod to put aeide our true crea:tneas for a period." 15 

In the interwar 79&r8 Europeans 1Mre evea more oonoemed about 

preserv1nc their preetige than the,- bad. beea before the war. !he Great 

War itself was seen as a severe blow to white prestige beoause of the 

spectacle 1 t pro'lided of Europeans k1lline ODe aaother. In the view of 

lItaJQ' Europeans the oinema presented the createst threat to their 

prestige. Oa the screen Asians_w white Ma as crtminaJs, traaps, 

olowna. aDd lascivious lovers. !bel' saW thea, in other words, as. the 

emot opposite Of how the Europeans who IOYemed JIalqa wislled to 

portrq themselves. In order to protect British prestige the sove~nt 

rlCOrously censored films,16 'but ~ Europeans were still far from 

satiafled that nffioient steps were heine taken. Du:rine a visit to 

lfalqa in the mid-19:50s Bruce Lockhart, who had worked in Ifecr1 S_bUan 

15 Letters of P. Samuel, 6 l(oveaher 19:50. See also G .. J. O'Graq. "If 
Tou Sline Enoup Mud", UDPUDlished autobiocra~ w.ri tten in 1945 
(D), p.258, R8JBlOl1d ~eJmed7. "The Colonial Crisis and the hture", 
in R ... Linton, 8d., .Daa SoU., SIt. lila a jM, IPtW giGsil (New yom.. 1945), p.,,8. 

16 ~ Stevez:t.s.oa, "Oinemas a.nd Censorlslli,p ia Oolonial 5alqa", &wpll 
SIt. SftBtheMt yip §B4i", 5 (September 1974). 209-24. 
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before the war. was pleased to find that a film lMw&d on his book 

Memo", .it.A _,tiM AaIJi had been banned, but he criticised the 

govemment for tolerating too mWJl:l sex in films. '7 The Asian andiencets 

"rapture in beholdiDC the 'bare flesh or a white woman is expressed 

audi'blT', !!Oal'1ed another critic of the pvermaent' s censorship polieJ. 

"Und01l.btedl)", their respect for the women or the ruliDc race will be 

lessened.,,18 It was because the)" be1ieTed that the war., the cinema, 

and other outside influences wre alread)'" tm4ermi:ning their prestip 

that Europeans liviDg in lfalqa felt that tile,. .ould do all the)' could 

in their conduct towards Asians not to da1IeCe prestip. 

ThouIh the)" feared that their presti. was eroding, most Europeans 

had, as we have seel'1, a favourable view o£ their relatiou with Asians 

because or the apparent absence or racial tension tmd becanse the)' had 

no desire for a:D.J'more contact than there alread)'" was. At the same 

time there were some JiltU'Opeans who were dissatisfied, not because they 

saw a:D.J' teuion in Europeaa-Asian relatiou, but because the)' wanted 

more contact with Asiau tmd believed that there were barriers which 

prevented them from doiDe so. !his dissatistactiol'1 took two fo~. 

A few, such as G. L. Peet, quoted at the start or this ol:tapter, 

.sOVCbt to break fAIt of the boredom or their isolation in the Europe_ 

COIIIIUaiV- A persistent theme of Peet's book lfal!J!D Exile was that 

aarepeaas were depriri.Jag themselVes of the interest tmd stimulation of 

usociatlnc with Asians. In one passace he contrasts the dullDeSs or 

a BIaropean cooktaU parV with the ezci teaent he observed when some 

17 ~, BlSBm li 1fIl.a.m, pp.105, 126. 

18 Il.~, 1laJ& 1.*m.A&.&, p.I95. 
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Tamils once gathered in a boUle near where be 11ved.'9 

Dissatisfaction with the existing state of European-Asian relations 

more often took the form of nostalgia for a time at the end of the nine

teenth centurJ' and the start of the twentieth when, it was 'believed, 

associations between Europeans and A.ls1a:Da were ol.oser and friendlier. 

ttl ommot J1elp feeline that we have lost soae'th:i..nc." declared Dr. Travers 

in 1922 in a speech reflectinc on ebaaces be had. witnessed in SalaDCQr 

since the 18gos. ttl feel that there is a loss of that kindDea that 

COIleS of personal bowleap, of the UBd.erstand:S.r.w that comes of that 

kindl7 feel:S.r.w and of the s1llpatb7 that is born of waderstancH"C each 

other and eacb other's point of T1ew.,,20 There was a particular nostalgia 

for the patriarchal W87 District Offioers had. once pverned their districts. 

Du.r1»c the interwar 7"&rS onl7 Babert Ierkele7, whose 'Im1que career in 

Upper Perak is described in Appendix 1, was able to rule his domain with 

llttle interference from the Resident and the federal secretariat. It 

was because of this nostalgia. as well as a c\esire for some 4ecentral-

iaation, that the retrenohaent OOIIId.eslons which re}JOrte4 in 192' and 

19'2 recommended stre»cthen:t.r.w the role of the Distriot Officer. 21 

District Officers contl:o.ued, however, to be tichtly' entwined in the 

go'Vel"l'.lleBt 'IN:reaacrae7. and partiCUlar17 when Kalqs be«an to replace 

British oftio1al.s as Assistant District Officers and District Officers 

19 Peet. 111l1li IR." pp.22-26. 

20 11111: lIIil, 11 Deceaber 1922. Dr. Travers was speald.Dc at a larp 
~ .. lMm4uet to wldch II8oIl7 Euro)Jeans had. been invited. This,.W8S 
the first such pther:S.r.w to be held in ~ pars. 

21 See Appendix 1. 
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/ The F.R.S. was a classic eX8llple of what J'urnivall called a "plural 

societT'.22 It was a societ1' containing several ethnic !Toups, each 

speaking a different l~ and following a different cu! ture and 

religion from the others. It was moreover a socieV in which ethnio 

groups tended to conoentrate in particular occupations and indeed in 

which certain occupations were often dominated 'by' one or other of' the 

!TOUps. The majorit1' of rubber tappers were Indians, most II'1ine la'bourers 

and shopkeepers were Chinese, and nearl1' all farmers and fishermen were 

Mal81'S. Almost all government officials were Europeans, u were mos t 

~rs of larl9 estates. 1'hus in Malayan sociev the tendency of 

people havi,. the same l~ and culture in common to associate with 

one another in preferenoe to others wu reinforc$d 'by' the fact that these 

same people often shared similar roles in the sooieV's economy'. The 

plurali ty of Malayan society meant that when civil servants or managers 

of larl9 estates came together on social oocasions it was a European 

ptheri:ng. "Kalaya cannot prosper without its Tamil estate 0001ie8, 

i tEl Chinese mechanics, or its iuropean organisers," one Tisi tor commented, 

"but they have few points of contact. ,,2' 

Divisions between EuroJIBans of various 'ba~ and occupations 

were important, ~t in relation to the larger Malqan society the 

Europeaas were a remarka'bl1' Wlified !1'Oup. .. This un! ty derived not 

cml7 from tlIeir stroB« sense .f a COWI,OIl cu! taral ideBtl ty and their 

beliefs recardiB« the role of' Europeans in relation to Asians 'but also 

22 J. S. Ptlrn1vall, C9.~ ~ .IIi. PrI.9$.2re (I$w York, 1956, 
first published Cam'brldge, 1948), pp.:50:5-12. 

2' "First Impressions", INdu' lftti1r.ll&1, :50 Karch 1922. 



from the fact that the various positions Europeans filled had in common 

the fact of being at the top. For the unity of the P}Qropeans as a group 

in Malayan societ7 what mattered was not simply that Europeans held 

high posi tiona but tbat such a ve'r1' small D.UIilber were to be found in 

a::tr¥ other position. Because of this fundamental characteristic of the 

European population the great major! t7 of contacts P}Qropeans had with 

Asians were with them as subordinates. '!'hey were working rather than 

social relationships. In the govel'llJllent services Europeans held nearly 

all the high positions; the subordillate positions were fill.ed by Eurasians 

and Asians. Within each of the many estate comunlties there was a 

clear racial hierarclQ', with the bropeus at the top as ma.na.prs and 

assistant ~rs, a small Jl1.1mber of Eurasian or India conductors and 

office staff in the Iliddle, and then the large famil work force. 

'l'herefore, however free of friction or indeed however cordial were 

relations between Europeans and Asians, in most cases these relations 

were not between people Who were, or oonsidered each other to be, social 

equals. In his autobiosraplQr Kenneth Blackwell, for eumple, distiDgU1shed 

between his friendships with Asians and those with other Europeans. 

In order to illustrate tbe "genuine goodwill" betweea the British and 

Asians in Italqa Blackwell recalled how sOll.8 ~l subord1aates, for 

whom he had refereed football. games, came to see him at the railway 

station as he was about to SO on leave, but hC'''1itated to approach him 
, 

Mcause "1 vas vi th .,. MD9P16 fria.ds", vbe 'fire EuropeU.;3 .• 24 

This picture of the position of • lilu.ropeans in .~aa scciet7 

needs to be ezpaaded in three importaDt v8l'8. lirst, beoauae of the 

F'OWi.B&' use of English _eng Asians the cultural bouIIidaries of the 
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plural society were becoming less distinct. At tbe time of' the 19,1 

census 2.8 percent of' Asians in the F.M.S. were reported to be able to 

speak English; in lCuala Lumpur district the figure was $.7 pero.at.25 

The growing use of the English l~ did act ia i teelf, however, lead 

to greater social contact sino. the relative poaitions of Europeans 

and Asians remained lareely unchanged. A hiBh proportion of' those 

Asians able to speak English wereemployed as clerks, interpreters, and 

overseers and in other relatively subordinate positions; they beloJl.l9d 

to what cae to be knew in the 1~s as the "middle class" of l'al8.1aD 

society. Second, the Europeans were by no means the only elite ia 

Malayan SOCiety. Partly out of' tradition and partly because of British 

policy, the Malq royalty contiaued to maintaia, ~ ~9S' a standing 

and influeno. over questions of' custom and reli~C?~ which was f'ar greater 

than many Europeans were probably. aware. Among the Chiaese was an 

upper class which was dis tiI1BU1shed by great wealth. In Selangor the 

off'icers and members of' the cODllli ttee of the Chia.a Chamber of Commero. 

and the men who were nominated 'by the Resident to serve on the Chinese 

Adrlsory Board certainly belonged to this class. '!'he Indian community 

conta1aed some promiaent businessmen and a small ntmlber of s1lCcesstul 

professional men. 'third, and perhaps most importantly, it should not 

be f'orsotten that the position of' the Europeans in the save%'l'lll.ent serrlo.s 

was 1:Jased on the political power of' the Britis'",-. It was withia the 

power of' the Br1 tiah u the real rulers of' .1&1'& to decide how far, if 

at all, non-Europeans would be allowed iato the higher :positions in the 

25 ... t1pree are f'or all Asians escept tboae t. listed UDder 
"others*' in tblt census. See Table 15 for sources and a note on 
how the census def1aed *'ab1U. t7 to speak ~sh*'. 
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non-Europeans in the government servioes greatly infl:u .. noed the degree 

to which non-Europeans would be the offioial and therefore potential11' 

social equals of lW.ropeans. Before looking at the extent to which Asians 
, , 

did mix sociall1' with Europeans it is theretore neeess&r,1 to consider 

how tar Asians were being allowed to oceulV' hi&tler .,vernment poei tiona 

in the interwar years. 

As noted in Chapter 5,Cthe government had. in the eartv years ot 

the twentieth century stated its intention to train J'O'UllC Malqs of 

aristocratic 'background to take a greater part in the administration of 

\ 
the 1'.11.5. \ In keeping with this intention the sovermaent created the _,I 

Malq Administrative Service, but onl1' slow11' were Malays allowed to 

hold posi tiona which were as h1ch as those normal17 held __ Br1 tisbers 

in the cadet service. Man7 young British civil servants lett Malaya to 

participate in the .lirst WOrld War, and their places were ~D __ members 

of the IIalq Administrative Service. By 1917 near11' all Assistant 

District Off'icers were Malays. In that year the llich eOllll1ssioner 

praised the work being done h7 these officers, lAlt it was not until 1921 

that 1he British decided to admit a fev Malqs into the IIalqan Civil 

Service.26 Iy 19" there were only ten Mal81's in the lI.e .5. J six ,-ears -

later this ticare had increased to nine teen. 27 'nte admission of Malays 

into the lI.e.s. did not constitute a significant transfer of political 

and administrative power aw81' from the British, nor was it intended to 

do so. In 1929 a government handbook stated that the administration of 

26 Rot:r.llaillfaia.~ •• pp.104-91 liBeral c~ licp,Maa 
~1917J. p.145. 

27 .II.\aB g&XU .wu. (19'2) J 1111_ 111d6i11111aS §Wt.Wl1 (Jul.7 
1~r;- . 
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the F.M.S. "has benefited greaU7 b7 thus satisf'1'1ng Malay aspirations 

wi thout sacrificing the countryt s interest in the efficient con.4uct of 

the public service". 28 Moreover, the Dri tish carefully selected onl7 

those Mala18 who had shown after ~ years in the Malay Admi 1'11 S trative 

Service that they would conform close17 to the ideals and standards of 

the M.O.S. The entrance of a few Ral&1S i1:1to the •• C.S. did, however, 

break down the previous17 Dear perfect aaeoeiation between official 

position and ethnicity. This wu itself a ~ to which SOlIe :Euro$lealUlt 

had to adjust. When G. J. OtGrad7. a Pllblic Works Depart.llant e~er 

who bad recently arrived i1:1 Ralqa, had to appear in com't in Jlentakab, 

Paharlg, to testifY on behalf of his Malay chauffeur he was shocked to 

see that the maciatrate was a JJalay. "Was I, a European, to stand up 

and call a coloured man 'Tom' Worshipt,.. OtGraciydecided to toUow the 

example of another European in the court, who addressed the me.gistrate 

respectfully. OtGrady's acceptance of the JIalayts position was later 

made more palatable when he learDed that the other European was '1'heodore 

Bubbaok, the Game Warden of Pabanc and a true Ji.!!'s JaMr.29 

As in the years before the First World Yar the moet active. JIlOVement 

on the part of Asians tor admission into the civil service took place 

in the straits Settlements. The restoration of the Queents Scholarships 

in 192' intensified the desire of Straits Asians for the richt of 

admission into the R.O.S. because it lo~d a~ if the number of hilbl7 

educated. Asiana would steadily increase. In 1924 the l'lon-European members 

28 O. 11. Harrison, ~ lot., .. .lM. GoY'r;p.MIlt SINaI .a "'t1$ 
IaJaD (London. 1929), p.65. 

29 O'Grady, "If You Sling Enough Hud", p.,2. It was also true that :mv.,... Qha.rpd with llinor offences 1.e~ had their own 
casea dealt with by Malay aa,istrates. A controversial case 113 
reported i1:1 the 'WS .It BIlIqJ. 28 .A.ucuet 1929. 
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ot the Straits Legislative Council renewed their efforts to have the 

colOUl" bar reDlOved. What, asked the Eurasian member, was the value of 

the Queen t s Scholarships as lOll&' as the colour bar remained? Tan Che~ 

Lock, the Chinese member from Malacca, protested that while a non-European 

might, it he were very lucky', become a millionaire or sit on the 

Legislative COtmcil or Federal Council he was totally excluded from 

e.rq real participation in coverniDc the country. It was for this 

reason, Tan said, that Dr. Lim Boon J:~ had left Singapore to serve ... .:.. 

the Chine.e goverment. Atter listenine to these speeches the Colonial 

Secretary replied that the government COl1ld not admit non-Europeans 

(other than Malays) into the R.C.S. He stressed that the R.C.S. served 

thel!' ••• S. as well as the Straits Settlements and that the British 

governlll!$n.' would therefore have to ascertain the views of the Jtalay 

Rulers, to whom it had treaty obligations, before considering 8.1J:3 

change.,a Indeed, it was clear that, whatever views the British had, 

I the JIalq Rulers and Blall1' other )talays were stronglJr opposed to admi t

tine non-Mala,. Asians into the R.C.S." 

Although their views had little i1 &f'1f3 influence on the goYeTnlll!$ntts 

polio1 it is worth noting that the main British newspapers were sti~tl,. 

DlOre sJ'lBpathetic to Asian. aspirations than the7 had been before the war. 

Atter the Colonial Secretary's announcement in the Legislative Council 

the ~1iDit. 'l'ps sugested that some scheme mi~t be devised which 

nul' dldt non-E'tlrepeans into tile R.0.8. and auble them to till posts 

in the, Straits Settle ... ts oJll1.~ A. t8W months later, however, _he. 

,a S'I"'. Vp ... 14 and 15 April 1924. 

If" lor Malq vie.. see c. K. 'ru.m1NU, "Bri ~ll Plt:maiq :for Post-war 
.i Ialqa". lllB1l.li.lt SSIla.., AIdIP SlJAi,tI, 5 (September 1974), 

240-41, and letter hom "! Mal&1". IIllll'.JII&l. 26 Bovember 1924. 

~ "COUIlCil Matters", §1;m&tl ZIJlttl, 15 April 1924. 
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the Gonl'nor rejected a second appeal by Tan Cheng Lock, the newspaper 

strongly opposed aaJd.ng a:n::r concession to non-Europeans: not only 

were the British bound. by treaty to the Kalays not to "impose llpoD thea 

the control of men of a:n::r other race", bat also in a country of m&n7 

races &Dd with soae tension between thea "it is the basiness of the ruling 

race to rule throaeh men of its own blood and colo~.33 In contrast 

to the Stfjlitl :fillel the Ialaz Rail simply comaented that the Governor 

had had the "1lJl,leasant task" of doine what Britain's obligations to 

the Kalays requred hill to do. 34 In 1930, when the colollr bar was 

&pin being disc1lBsed, the Rmel .at !11m cla1lled that there were few 

local lien whose llental O&pab11i ties and, eftn IIOre importantly, IIOral 

character w01lld entitle thea to becoae civil servants. The editor did, 

however, ~st that it was the government's responsibility to deftlop 

an eduoational system which would ino1llcate such qualities.3S 

After renewed ,ressllre frOll non-Europeans, particularly the 

Eurasian llember of the Lelislatin Council, Dr. 5os1 Olarke. the Suai ts 

goftrwaent announced in 1932 the creation of a separate Straits Settlements 

Oivil Service which would be ataftea by non-European British av.1'Jjecta. 

In no W87. howenr, d.id this .peet the d.OIIinant poait1on of Europeans 

in the ciy11 aervice. Hembers of the nsw civil service could not hope 

for promotion to the M.O.S., their lIUima aalary was set at '700 per 

month, a substantial income, thouch only what a aeaber of the •• O.S. 

w01lld earn atter about ten years of service J and they tilled onlT a 

few relatiftly minor posts. By 1935 only two men had been appointed to 

33 §traitl ~1MI' 5 I'oyellber 1924. 

34 "Lap81atin Counc11", IalN.II.ilt 5 .ovember 1924. 
( 

35 "Asiatica and tha Service", 7.1a!1 .2l.1alm. 15 Jarm&r7 1930. 
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the DeW servioe.36 Straits Asians were disappointed with thi. oanoes.ion, 

but in the years before World Va!' II the)" never organized to oMllenp 

the oolour bar seriousl)". Those who wanted the colour bar removed were 

8IIoD« the most &!'dent supporters of Briti.h rule. It i. reauka'ble 

that their appeals for entrance into the civil servioe were usual17 

aooompanied 'by protestations of 10)"alt7 to the Xiag. 

In the F ••• .;). more and more non-Buropeans were employed in the 

Polioe Department duriD« the 1920s and 19:5Oe. fttis represented, however, 

ve1.'l' 11 ttle challenp to the raoial hierarolq wi thin the department. 

lon-Europeans were emploJ'8d as inspectors tor the tirst ti_, b11t the 

Europeans who held that rank either were promoted to a ooad.ssioDed 

grade or retired and lett 1Ial&7&. In Per., tor eZUlple, in 1920 all 

twent,-one polioe inspeotors were Europeans; in 1924 there were thirteen 

E\U'Ope&ns and tour lIalaJ'S J in 1936 there were thirteen ltalqs, five 

Chinese, tour Indians, and only eicht Europeans. 37 Du.riq this transi

tional period the department promoted the idea that the remaining European 

inspeotors enj07ed a slightl7 ~r status than their no.....suropean 

\ 
wear a more formal uniform. A very' small lWlI_r of Ihla;rs also entered 

the oommissioned ranks of the police, but again the relative position 

of Europeans and non-Europeans wi thin the department was maintained 'by 

not plaoiD« Italqs in posts where the)" would have to .. ve orders to the 

tew reaainillC European inspeotors. 38 

36 kitt'J) Ht.l.t:ra, 7 (October 1932), 131-32, and 7 (April 193'), 270; 
1Yra.&1D Rey&el, 1, 10. 5 (September 19'5), 1, 16. 

31 §j ..... .lid. Stmi. Rir.sctW (1920), SiMaJoa Jl!BS! hlIDI 
Dilesctgj!j7 (1914 and 19" • 

38 Interview with Enoik Moh8Jled Din bin Moh8Jled Sharift, April 197'_ 
Enoik Din be08Jle a polioe inspector in Peru in 1925. 



[In both t:a I'.K.S. and the Straits Settlements more noa-Europeans 

entered the professional branches of goftmment dvinc the interwar 

~~ years. The number of non-Evopeu doctors increased markedlJ' atter the 
~ ~ 

~~ foundilla in Siucapore in 1905 of a medical collep, first called the 
'1\t;1~ \ I 

1 straits Settlements and J'ederated Kal..,- States Kedieal School and then 

I the nne Edward VII Medical School, which from 191' granted decrees 

which were recognized th.rou&'hOut the Jri tish Empire. Jon-Europeans in 

the medical and other professional. departments in the aovernmeat found 

that their opportunities for turt_r tra:iahac abroad were seft"l,. 

they had hieber qualifications than some Europeaaa. Gunn Lay Teik, for 

example, was unable to advance beyond a subordiaate pade in the 

. Agricul tva :Departmeat eftn though he had a better Cambridp decree than 

the head of the departmaat.39 Asiaae in the professional depar_ats 

found, moreover, that their cureat statue was often disrel&rded by 

those few Europeans who were lower in the official hierarchy. Dr. Kohamed 

Said, a graduate of the Hac Edward VII lIledical School, reoalls how 

European nurses looked upon Asian doctors u t_ir .u~i_tes and how 

the doctors' o_plaints to senior lri Ush dootors ~t the nurse •• 

attitude were ignOred.40 

Despi te their grievances Asiaae in the professional departmea ts 

made ao concerted effort to improve their standinc relatift to lhrepeans. 

Kaay found oompensation in the fact that because of their educatioa and posi

- tiona they were hichl7 respected by other Asians, efta if not b7 

39 Sir aeorp Kaxwell, "The IUzed COBmmi ties of Kal..,-aft
, k1;U..M 

1I~'x', 17 (J'ebruary 194'), 118. 

40 Interview with 'ran Sri Dato' Dr. Kohamed Said, Jfarch 197'. 



284 

Europeans. Kan7 were also inTeterate A.llglophilea aDd rel18.illed sueh 

even when the" found that Bot beiDg European hiKered their careers. 

Several Asians interviewed for this study expressed adairation for their 

British teaBers and also for hi tie inaii tutios. Charles l3asell, 

headl18.eter of the )Jalq College, was espeo1al17 admired by his students 

for haviDe faith in and enoou.rasiDg their abilitie.. J'1_l17, whatever 

the" thot.1Cht about their treatment, .. t .A.aians within the professional 

services, like the Asian poptll.ation in general, 001114 not 1.aac1- tile 

dq when irt tie power micht be challenged an4 the Dri tish wo1l1d therefore 

have to rel1nquie the privileges associated with their 40111 .. 1108. 

MiM PtrUci"$1a " bJvpean §tOial AgUnt1e• 

for liluropeans their soc1al olubs were plaoes where people could 

relu in the 00ll~ of people who saw eaoh other as haviDg a ~ 

s1milar standiDg and similar illterests. Knowiq which Asians belc:mced 

to the I18.1n British olubs therefore enables U8 to lmow whioh Asians 

were recaried b7 Europeans as their .ocial ."ual ••. !Ilere were otcourn 

some Europeans who wo1l1d not aocept ..IBt J:lOaooo.lNropeans into tile1r cluba. 

In 1905 the members of the European olub at Raub voted not to a4ll1t 8'l1.7 

aon-liluropeans,41 but it sho1l1d be noted that thi. deoiaion was takn at 

a ti.lIe of risiDc tesioll between Europeana and Asians and doea 110t 

indicate common attitudes between the wars. (fh1s is the on17 case of 

whioh I _ aware in which a club in the '.LS. tom.al.l.J" declared it. 

inteatioa to exclude aoa-&aropeans.) In about 1922 _ ... bers of the 

!few Cl. at !aipin&' wanted. to offer honor&r7 ... bership to the European 

off1cers of a bsttal1011 of Burma Bines ststioae4 there but to exclude 
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the battalion's Burmese officers, whereupon the :ro'fDl&'er ae.1ters of the 

clu}) threatened to res"1p lmless the :Bu.rIIese were ada1 tted. 42 A 

slichtly different incident took place in 1927 when the orsanisers of 

a Christmas party for eh1ldren at the Perak Club iDV'1ted the local Girl 

Guides, the creat aajerity of whoa were nen-Europeane, to attend and to 

provide some of the entertainment. Some parents retused to allow their 

children to IJO to the party as, the)" did not want thea to aix 111 th the 

Guides, })ut most Europeans disapproved of their attitude.4' One tiDal 

ease needs to • menti .. d. Aoc0rdia8 to fA report 1>7 the Resident of 

Selaacor in 19:54, the nanc CIu}) _4 })een reluctant to open its .... r

ship to Kalqa (and preS\Ul&l>lJ' other Asians) __ use it was feared that 

the Raja lIwla, who was ver)" unpopW.P' with the EuroJlt&l'l OOIIiIImi ty, 

micht applJ' to })acoma fA me __ r. The olu}) did however want other Kalays 

of the royal family and Halqa _loaciDg to the •• C.S. to _come __ .rs.44 

In abert, it appears that in the interwar vears on17 a Yery few IN:ropeans 

advocated the total e:x.(,lusion of Asians fraa their olubs. 

!hose Asians who 'beloJtcl'Sd to the B.ri tish clubs fo1'lle4 an extremely 

select aroup. If the,. were in pTeJ!'lUlent sezon.ce tJIleF M1d h1I'her 

posi tions t)aan a European would need to join ~he olub, others were 

.. })era ot' the Hal..,. ra)"&! families' or were y~it p1'OIIIIineat 1B lNs1ness • 
.. 

"'!'he so-aalled European olubs", reoalled a oivil servant, "adai tte4 

42 ir7aon, "TwentJ'-liine-and-a-Ialt Iears in the Hala..Jan Civil Sel"'ri.oe", 
para. ,1. Br7son iaplies, 'but does not state, 1hat })eoause of the 
tllreat the Burraese officers were in fact ada1tted. 

. . 
44 !. S. Adalia, Report on the liaja Ibia of Selancor, 15 Iq 19:54, 
~ in Oaldecott to Sir 301m Matte)". CODfidential of 17 Hq 
19:54. fUe "n6. CO 717/105. Referenoe f~_ Iell Kimiiah, "The 
SelaDCOr Sueoeseion D18pate, 19"..19,.,., iflKlll .It §tIVJ!Mt All. 
,UaWall. 2 (Septealler 1971), 169, note 6. 
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wi thout distinotion the senior Msl8.1' af'ficers who were in the Cirtl 

Service or Polioe.,,45 Aocording to a teacher liviag in lpoh in the late 

1930s, fta few prominent u.on-Eul'opeazm" belcmced to the lpoh Club and 

partioipated in its social actirttiesJ the only two he named were Dr. 

IhoftC, a doctor with a larce private praotioe and a foraer Ifal.qaB 

champion tennis ~r, and b Dato PaftCliu. Kinta.46 O'Grady noted 

that the local co'Vermaent doctor, an IBdian, was a ful17 acoepted .eaber 

of the olUb at hntoJ)C in pahaftC.47 Depeadilta JIlId.nl7 on their iu.terest 

in European sportlDe and 800ial actt vi ties the Ifal.q Rulers partioipated 

in olUb life. The IaftC di-Per .... hear of Jfecri Seldd.lan plq-.d 

billiards replar17 at the X"ala Pilah Cllah, and 1n the late 1930s the 

Sultan of Pahanc vu a popular visitor to the Ellropean olUb at SUDgei 

Lem.biD4r. wJt.ere be plq-.d temd.s.48 

III JWala Lumpur both the SelaDCOr Club and the SelaDCOr Golf Cl,ub 

had a small .. bel' of Asian .. bere. It skouli .. BOtee. that Asiau had 

several. social olubs of their own in Kuala: Lumpur and that Il!l&D7 ot the., 

includtftC some of 'Very hich status, preferred to belOJ)C to ODe of. these 

clubs than to a British club, particular17 it the,. s,.. little bcliBh 

and were untalllliliar with western oustoms. The Chi... belcmced to the 

SeJ.aDsor Ch1neae Recreation Club or, if thel' were extra_ly wealtlq. to 

the Cboon Cheek Kee 100 Club, IlIlOre ceneral17 referred to as the Chines. 

Hillioatdres t Club. Tamils belOftCed to the Tamil ~ical Culture 

45 ..,.on, "bentJ'-H1ne-and-a.Hal f Years m the Ifal.qaB C,1vU Service" t 
)ItIra. '1. 

46 :J.nthola¥ Bill, tillAHA ia IIIID (Lcmd.on, 1948), 1',.62.6,. 

47 G~.~. "It 'fa SliftC Enouch .d". 1'.". 
. . 

48 ttUMIIII.Ia, a (Septell!lber 19"), 100, .- interview with Hiss !lema 
er, Harch 1972:. 
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Tlmk.u Aft Dakar (Sel.aqor Club), _COM 8OD. ot Sultan Ibrahia of Jo801'8; 
State Veterinary' Surgeon, J'ohore. 

Chao Kia Peng (Selangor Club and Selanger Golf Club), lead1ng businessman, 
member of the Federal Cow:a.oil. 

Cboo 1tok Leong (Sel.aDcor Golf Cl.b), 8OD. of Choo Kia Peas. eftcated at 
Dulwich College and at Oxford, lecturer at t1le School ot Acricul ture 
at Serd.eac (Selangor). As t1le Sft of a mel&ber Iw aatomatioalq 
became a member, ftt lilte &'l1J' prospect1 ... meaber Iw was taken 
around, 1v bis tatb.er, to meet .. mbers of .. club. 

1l1oo.}[eng Hooi (Selupr Cl_ aJ1d Sel.aapr Colt Cl.h), ~ direotor 
of Chow Xi t and Co., chairman ot ee ... ral other businesses, member 
ot the ha1& Lumpur Smd tary Ioard (died. in Lonion in 1928). 

K. S. Lee (Selangor Club and SelaJfcor Golf Club), ed'aCated at Caabrl~. 
leading miner, president ot Selangor tiners' Association, member,' 

. of the Xuala Lumpur Smd tal7 Ioard. 

Loa tew Hoi (Selangor Golf Club), banker, a trustee of tAe e.tate of 
toke Yew. 

Raji JIohamed Eueoft (Selangor Club). the Dato Panglima Kinta, member of 
the x.e.s. 

Ra3a Kuaa bin Raja Jot (Selangor Club u4 SelaBIR Golf' Ol;ub), 8OD. of 
Raja lot bin Raja J'waatat, member ot K.C.S., paeeed bar ex_nation 

. ill Easland, first Kalq la~r (1929), first Ifal.aJ' au4ge of' the 
P.I.S. Supreme Court (1938). -

Raja Uda bin Ra3- JIultammad (Selanger Club and Sel~ Golf Clu'b), Ita 
close coanection of tAe rOJ'&l house- of'Sela.acor [Ron, lIalt 
Id' ... '''' p.2'7], member ot the I.C.S., Selangor _libel' 0.1' 
leieraJ. Council. 

~. 'nas list is compt*" almost eatireq from intel'Views and 
personal ceDBUDications. Some ot the intormatioa I received is oontllo
ttas, at I _11e ... this list ia complete and .&CCU"ate. I .. 1aI.ebted 
to I'r. Choo Xok Leong (iaternew, Harch ,m). 'fo Sri lilt A. Xamil 
(:,ersaaal • .".."..'Jcatiou. a April ad 15 1ulJ' 1974). Raja ausiah Raja 
Uda (peHOllal OOIIIIlUDication, :50 July 'm), I'r. 'f. H. Walker (internew, 
April 1972), u4 partioularlJ' to Hr. Dand. ez.ar (1D.te:rriew. Ame 1972. 
and personal COI'IIIllIU1cations. 1, Kay 1m aM other dates) and Col. !tin 
Sir "1'l17 B. S. Lee (interview, J'e'bru&r7 197'. ad personal cOl'lllRln1eation. 
5 Septeaber 1914). .,. SOWt'ft tor the tact tllat Doo }[eng Booi 'belonged 
to the two clubs is his obituary in tlw 1I.6It ........ 7 .,. 1928. 
B10araphical data c .. from directories, internews, and other sources. 
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Association, and Ha~ belonged to the Sultan Sulei:aan Clu~ (These 

clubs are ab.o1m 011 Hap }.) The Asians who belonp4 to the Se~ Clab 

and tie Selangor Golt Club were tho8e who moat wanted. to _sooiate 

sooiall3' with Europeans, either 'beoawJe of interests or triendsMpe 

establ1she4 whUe in Enclmd or because of frequent BOntaot in work. 

levertlleleas. it remains true that an Asian had to be of ve'1t7 hiP 

sta;a(llDS in order to beoome a .... 1' of either 018. 

In the earl,- 1920e ~ onq two Asians 'bel ..... to the 

Sel&DSQr Club and the Selucor Golf ClaD. Choo l'ia PeDS and Ihoo Xeng 

Hooi were mem'bers of 'both clll'bs.. Choo was a mea'ber of the Jle4enl 

CouncU and a personal tries4 of Sir ~ ... 11's. Chao's positiOl1 

in the Un industr.,r .lied he1.ped. the Golf C1" mcmt to the Be. site 011 

Ci~ Road in 19211 it was Choo who _cotiated the cluo's aotui6i tion 

of the _niq leases for this area wMoh had 'been heldD;r various indi

viduls.49 Xhoo was the manaciDS direotor ot Chow nt and Co. and had 

lODS been active 011 the ~la Lumpur Sanitary Joarci. In &'bout 1924-

a;nother Chinese, H. S. Lee. 'became a ~r of the two 01u'bs. Lee. a 

native of HoI:lg Koq. had received his dqree :hom CatI'br1clp (where he 

was captain of the temds team) and soon atter h1s arrival in Selaqor 

bad. tuiokl.7 established himselt as OBe of the leadiac miners in the state. 

~ .. the late t920s and. 19308 three Jlala7s in the X.C.S. 'became I181D'bers 

of the aelueor Club or the Golt Club. Clear17. the hl.oreasiDC partici

pation of JlaJ.a3s in coverJBllent led to som.e increase 1n their partioipa

tion in hropean sooial activities. faDle 14. wMoll lists the Ja1an 

1I8lI.Ders of the clubs, 8\1CPSts that, whereas for Europeans the SelaDcror 

C1uo was "everJ'ODt·s" 01"0. for Asians 'both this club and the Selancor 
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meaher of the Federal Council could, like Europe8l'18 in these poei tiaas, 

hecOlle a melUer o:t the Se~r Club, but, uiIlike his European couater-

part, a Jfal.q or Chinese police inepector would neTer he considered a8, 

or eye dream. of beooIliDg, a meaher. 

lJartDg looked at the extent to whieb Europeans and Asisns Ilixed 

in clubs in the F.K.S. it i8 ueful to coapare this with the situation 

in other parts of Halqa. In the Unfederated Ifal.a7 States, where the 

trad1 tional lfalq elite uintained a Ill&Ch areater cGm:tJ:~ol over the 

BOft1'1'1i.nc of their states and where there were therefore IlOre Kala,-s 

in hiP BOftmllental positiollS tham 111 the I'.K.S., the _her of non

Europe8l'18 in the clubs to 1drl.ca Europeau heleaced was Reb (freater 

than in the federated states. This was ee;peciall1' true in Ked .. and 

Johere. ReferriDg to the Xedah Club at Alor Star, one WOllall wrote that 

"all the T'wllc:us and lfalq Heads ot Departaents were aeabers and joined 

in all Club act1yit1es".50 The aembership et the Kedah Club reuined 

llBinly European, hewever, 'because, accerdiDg te ene official who served 

in Xedah in the 19~s, the junior Halq officials preferred, eftll. .if 

they were on friendly terms with lurepeans, the more relaxiDg atllOsphere 

of their own club to 'beiDg in the presence ot the Re.gent and the Kalq 

Jud.ge.;1 In Johere Europeans, senior Malay efficials, and a few prOld.nent 

non-Europeans not in BOvernment service 'beloDged to the Civil Service 

Clubs in the principal towns. 52 In Joaere Bah.ru there was also a club 

50 .A.pee Davison, "Soae Autobioaraphical Notes and General Remmeoences", 
la1 ttea atter Vorld Var II (RH). See also Peel, Celomal Service 
Botee, p.87. 

51 IntervieW with Hr. E. C. G. Barrett, April 1972. 

52 W. c. S. Cor'q'. Typescript of Tape-recorded Interview CeftriDg 
Career in the Kalqan Civil Service, 1923-195." conducted in 1969 
(RH), , .. ,3. 



known as the Internatio:nal Club, of which Sultan Ibrah1ll was president. 

BeC8W!Je of the Sultan' s influence the members came f'rom. a va:riety cd 

both racial and social bacqrounds and included, OM retired civil 

servant recalls, "jockeys, riders, polo-players, golters, Simcapcre 

tycoons, penniless princeliucs and such cd his own eD.C1'IlOUS fa:mily rami

fications as he was on good terms with" .53 In the Straits Settlem.ente, 

where Asians partiCipated in 80Vemment even less than in the :r.K.S., 

there was much less mixi .. of Europeans and Asians in clubs than there 

was in the federation. In 8imcapors the two m.aia Evopean social clubs, 

the T&IIBlin Club and the 8w:hlll1 .. Club, were both exclusively European 

in membership_ In 1938 a croup of Asi... to~d their own flJ'in« club 

when the Royal Simcapore J'lyiBC Club rehsed to aocept Asian members. 54 

An exception to the prevailiBC pattern in Simcapore was the Island Club, 

a multi-racial golf club founded in 19:s2.55 

Equali ty of status may be seen as an important pre-condi tion for 

social relations between Europeans and Asians, but 'by no means did it 

guarantee such relations. Despi te the advance in EJlBlish education 

amo .. Asians, cultural differences remained whioh disoouraged sOcial 

relations. The most important of these was the difference in the role 

or women in the European community and in the various Asian BI'Oupe. 

European women freely associated with their husbands and other men on 

social aad public occasions, whereas Asian women remained in the baolqrround. 

Even when Europeans desired social contaot with Asians this difterence 

tended to hinder relations. 

5' Perso:nal OOfIIIIunicatioa from. Jtr. J. S. B. ~Browa, 10 Jlarch 
197'. 

54 lAUgh :·'W'iD. 12 (Kereh 1938), 266_ 

55 IJ1.UIh WID. 7 (October 19'2), "2. 
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If a European couple were invited to an Asian gatherin&' the 

European woman could either mix with the men or go to the womeD.. E1 ther 

choice was likely to cause discomfort. It she associated with the men 

she was not coliformin&' to Asian expectations and mi8ht therefore ea'barrass 

her husband. It, on the other hand, she associated with the Asian 

women she was likely to make both herself and the WOllen unooafortable. 

The cultural ga.p between European and Asian WOlleD. was far greater than 

that between European and Asian _n. As Table 15 sl'IIo1rIs, fINer Asian 

wOllen were able to speak En«liah than were Asian men; alaost no Kalq 

women were a.ble to speak English. A t the same time far fewer European 

women than men were able to use Halq .r aD:T other Asia. l~ at a 

level above that needed to give orders to their se" .. te. 

I t was equally difticul t for A.sians to ooliform to the usual style 

of social life amon« Europeans. At dinner parties the fact that Malq 

women knew no En«11sh and the European wOllen knew 11 ttle or no Ma.l8l' 

"imposed somethin« of a strain on the hostess and iadeed on all the 

guests" .56 Durin« the 19208 and 1930s the number of Asian womea who 

were at home in a European social situation increased but was still very 

saal1, the aa~ori t,. of them were the wives of weal th7 Ol'd.Bese. 57 

Another bar was that European women were reluctant to 1nvi te Asian 

guests. even when the WOllen came, because the Asian women would 'be unable 

to reoiprocate ~ reoeivin& European visitors of both sexes.58 Europeans 

were particularly reluotant to invite Mal81's if, as there often was, 

56 Bryson, "Twent,.-Nine-and-e.-Balf tears in the Kalqa». Oivil Servioe" , 
para. 31. 

57 Se.· Krs. W. A.. H. Stratton-Brown, "Women and o.1r1s in Selangorl 
Old and Bew Oonditions" • .na saa~ septeUar 19';. pp .. 34-35, 37. 

58 "Good . Fcllowship" , 116M W;,1i6.t ~ 21 Deoeaber 1922. 



TABLE 15 

AlILI!! TO SPEAX ElfGLISJI, BY E!B.IIC GROUP ABD SEX, 19" 

(percent able to speak Enalish) 

Malaysians Chinese Indians Kalaysians Chinese Indians 

JIales 2., '.7 4.9 ".8 9.0 12.7 

Pemales .1 2.6 2.0 1.1 6.6 6., 

Both SeDs 1.' ,.4 '.9 I.' 8.1 10.6 

SIKHS British Ifalqa 19,1 Census, faUes 210, 211, 212. 

IaSfuu J.ocordi_ to the superintendent of the census, "the test of abWt1' to s)laak English, which was d.efined. 
as ·ability to oarry on a conversation· .re1n, was somewhat strictly applied. in practice". 'espi te earlier 
tears that persons lmo1IiDB only a few word.s of Encllsh would claim to speak it. -It is olear that, in the vast 
major! ty of oases in which a )larson claimed to speak • a little t EDBlish, he was recorded as 'W18.ble to s)laak • 
l~." (p.91.) 

In • 19" census Jattna faa11s, • majority of whom were able to speak E_lish, were not counted 
UDder the headiDg of "Indians". 

f8 
N 
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there was goiDc to be dancing as the,. knew that Balqs looked tl:poD 

with lowl,. £S!DIAM girls, not their wives, and then withotlt bodJ' 

oontaot. SWetteDhaa sugcested that when there wu golDs to be western 

ciaJ10iDg it was bet;er not to invite Kalqs.59 It appears that European 

_1'1 were more a:traid thaD. were the women themselves that the latter 

might be see. as harlots. A Bri tie of'tioial se:rrine in Kelantan oom

plained abotlt an Australian woman who had iui w4 b Sultan' s sons to 

parties at her house aDd had ciaJ10ed with them. Wkea. later, Europeans 

were pests at the Sultan's palaoe she and. ether 1N:ropean .... daao&d 

wi tb the Sultan and b1a sou-" a terrible tMne for them to do in new 

of the native's atti tade to wome.". Sinoe the Mala,.. would have bee. 

insul ted it the WOIleD had retued. to dance wi til them oa this oooasion, 

he wrote in Ms diary, it would have beeD better if the Australian woman. 

had not asked the Halays to danoe in the first place.6O O'Orad.1 belieTed 

that the attitu.de Asian men had towards women was the main reason it 

was essential to exclude all but a very few Asians from ~pean 8001&1 

activi ties. 61 

»urine the interwar :rears a small. number of' Asian •• _rned 

European women, whom i. most oases the,. had met while stu.dyine in 

Britain. Such arriaps however did not enoourap oloser sooial 

relations between Europeans and Asians. Onoe an Asian and his European 

wite had returned to lfalqa the,. found it extreme17 dittiftlt to fit 

59 SWetteua, 1dU:. IMRI (Loadon, 19(8), p.147; and alao Rene 
Onraet, S~ bl&st ~UDd (London, 1947), ,.32. 

60 A. G. Jle:rktn, D1al7 ltept Wbile in ltelantan, 1915-1917 (m). 
10 April 1911. 

61 O'Orady, "It Tou Slb« En .. JItI.4*, ,p.255-56. 



294 

into 8i ther European social lite or the social lite of the INsbaud' s 

particular mmrmm1 ty. The European wives were almost alwqs exoluded 

trom European society. not onl.7 because they bad married Asians 'but 

also beoause most of' them 0_ f':roa low social. ~s in Encland. 

Only 1Ihen the WOIW.U'l was married to an Asian of very ldab position (for 

eumple, the wite of Raja"" of'Sel.aDcor aDd, even more DO~, the 

wife of' Sultan Ibrahim ot Johore) could she be cetident of beiDe 

accepted into European sooiety. The European wife of an Asian also 

found it 41tt1oult to set alcmg with her INsbad's relatives. This 

was particular17 true if, as was otten 1lIt ease. she :ref\Ised to oontorm 

to the role expeoted of a wife in .Asian sooiety and it her lNsl.wmdfs 

relatives had _en. pla.t",. to an .. hi. msrr1ap to a lfalq or Chinese 

prl llPOn Ms return f':roa alr'084. In the .tate of Perak a .183" who 

had arr1ed a Iluropean WOIW.U'l bad to endure the d~pproval not onl,. ot 

)ds relatives 'but also of the Sultan. In a despatcdl to the Colon1a1 

Oftice in 1937 the lIi1'b Couaissioner reported that the Sultan had issued 

a "'tH (royal command) 4eolarine that DO Perak Balq who bad married a 

Europeaa WOII&D oOQld hope to hold ... office in the state ~t. 62 

lJJl4er all tIlese pressure. marr1aps between Europe_ women and Asian 

men seldom luted tor more tban a tew ;years." 

62 ~ to Orms1:Qr-Gore, oonfidential ot 1 July 1937, file 517:56/1. 
CO 717/126. Thomas aDd the Secretary ot State approved of tile 
Sultan's attita.4e sinoe the7 feared that marri_s 'betwen JIala7 men 
at ldP ra8 and Iluropean women would lead to su.ooeesiOD dis ..... 
h the .... letter'lkoDlas mentioDed that "we have ...... "'f'e'J:I' Dear a 
scandal in Perak 1Ihere a European woman allowed :b.erself to lleoOIl8 
the .. tress of • Mal.,... .. 

6, SOQro •• for th1s parapoaph include Bila1a1dn, .IIil. buar!.. pp.101-6, 
Parcell, ....." p.298, interviews witil Encik JIobamed Din bin 
Bobamed SilarU't, April 197', Dato AbdullaJl bin Boilamed, April 197', 
Ifan Sri Dato' Dr. Mohamed Said, Maroll 1m. Raja Tan Sri Za1nal bin 
Raja Sula1man, Haroh 197', Mr. David Orq, JUDe 1972, Hr. E. C. G. 
Barrett, April 1972. 
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Betore conclu4iD& these sections whieh have taileD III geaeral look 

at Europeatl-Aaiaa relatioma it is ne09ssar;y to sq a tew words ... t 

other nou.-Europeans were IllUCh less pnmoua.oed ia relatloas between 

Europeau aDd. Eurasians. .&1"17 aU EurasiaD. sen aDd. wemen spoke 

EDglish. aDd of all nou.-Europe_ 8'JI.'O\lpll tlI.e7 were the ones most taai11al" 

with Europe_ C\llt\lre. .vert_less. the JIlOItt str1Jd.Dg featare of 

Europeaa.hru1aD. relatioas was the 1aok of social contact _tweeD tile 

two·~. Al thol.tP Euras!ans spoke ~ah the,. did so with - acoeD; 

k110wa as -chee-ohee". whioh was repulsive to EDglish ears.64 Europeau 

tended to portrq Eurasians 1D the _t af'latte1"11l8' terms. "!ald.ne the 

1"&09 as a whole," B. :I. Rid1e,. had declared 1D. 1895. -tlI.e7 are wed: 1D. 

1tod7. shcl"t-U.,..d. deficient 1D. enel"G', ad f'eeble 1D. _rals_,,65 It 

was ot'ten said that Ellrasians tried. to oc:mtpeDSate tor a deep tn1ine 

of' 1D:teriori t7 ... displ..qine their :1mportaDoe relati.,.. to 1loi;h Europeau 

&lI4 As1aas. Whereu Rid.le,. ngeste. that Eurasiau llehaftd. as tile,. 

d.:14 ...... of Europea pre~\ld:1ces, ~ Ia.l"opeau belleftd. that. _ir 

-DOSe' def'ec_ were h!o1oc:1ca1l7 inherent to Ba.ruians • 

• 
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Aa iaportent bUTier 'between Evopeans aDd ~ wu the 

position .f4 the latter in Bal.,... aooiety. B7 far the peat majoritr' 

of hru1ans were emplOJ'(td in relative17 nbordinate pesitiona. At the 

time of the . '"1 OeD1N8 249 out f4 541 employed Eurae1an males in 

otib.ers •• re l!8Cb.aD1oa, sbop u.iatent., ra11wq workers, 8114 n1Jord1nates 

in the medical serri.cea. 0Ii17 a ver'l small 1'l1i1It'ber were in the prof.aaiona. 66 

As Ii 'f"e1:7 wp proportion f4 the Eurasians were ,. .... rmaent eaploreea 

their meana of r1a1JIc to h1cher posi tiona 8re reatrtoteti. ~ 

were as Ii group far IIOre atteoteti '" the pverJllelltt< a poliOI' repr4iD8 

the _pl~t of non-Europeana in senior positions thaa aD7 other section 

of JIal.,... aoo1etr'. file aeaerallJ' a~to eIIanoter of 1bI Eurasian 

poptllation wu aoou.tuatefi 'IV tbe fast tkat 18 cues· where Eurasians 

did ashieve h1I'h statwJ the,. aometillea 1pored their ucea'tr'l and 

eucoesst'Ul.17 identified tbemselves as _ .... rs of the Evopean croup-67 

Al thouP 1nd1v1du.l.s were ooeasionallJ' aliNIor1ted into the ~pean crouP, 

Bvopeans uul17 diaapproved ft1!7 atroac17 va. braaians trte4 to 

oona1dar themselvea as Earopeans. braa1ans, wrote PeGl, aboul4bve 

'thoupt of themselves as a "def1n1 te oomawn1 tr' and not 'tr'I to pose aa 

pu.re whl tea" _ 68 

h the :lD.tuwar pars some lIl.tr-as1aDB did in fast attempt to proDlOte 

a E'IIras1an identity. Readers of the lttiraIiAl Baa. were .~4 

to take pride :lD. E1Iras1an accomplishments and to tlWtk of themselvea 

66 Bri tuh IIiiLla7a t 9" Ce!llN8, ~e , ,t. 
67 "Quartor.1J' Lettezott, ""IIIIDII. 1, 10. 6 (De~r 19'5). 19; 

01"011, Bell:l bpi a ... , p.42. 

68 Peel, Coloaial Service lOtos.. p .• 117. 
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as a distinct group in JIslayan societ7_ As in the case of the A.z:l&'lo-

Indians in India and the Indo-Europeans in the lIetherlands East Indies 

political developments encouraged a creater sense of unit7. Because 

of the advancement of Malqa into the 11.0.8. and the moves towards 

decentralisation in the early 1930s, Eurasians feared that their position 

in JIslqan society was in dancer of falli:oc rather than improvinB and 

that unless the7 were united the7 would be unable effectivel7 to protect 

their interests. "United we stand; Divided we tall" was the motto 

which one Eurasian sU816sted should be adopted b7 the Eurasian Associations 

of British Malqa.69 Thouth with no success, Eurasians bega& to claim 

for themselves some of the privileaes which the JIslqs possessed. In 

1938. for example. Eurasians tried uneucoesshl17 to have the pvernaent 

provide their ohildrea with tree primary ed.cation ia E:oclish ~ust as 

it provided Kala7 children with free education in I&1q.70 

The organisation which promoted Eurasian interests in 8ela:ocor was 

the Selancor Eurasian Association. The association was founded in 1919 

but showed little sien of activit7 until a group ot young Eurasians 

revived it in the earl7 part ot 19,... A few moathe later the association 

had a membership of about two hundred, which Was a su'bstantial proportion _ 

of the Eurasiaa popalation.71 In 19" the association opened its own 

clubhouse. Thouth the association had the support of Eurasians in 

69 I. II. Jansea, in the I\pv1ap lvi"" 1, :I •• 2(Ootober 19,..), 15; 
other articles and letters in the 1IEI1'1a R"'!I and a letter trom 
I.. Y. Chapaan, Illy lrleli'lz.I!IU.. 15 march 19,... 

70 "Ife.oranda on the Report ot the Oommi ttee Appointed· to Enquire into 
tJD.emplo7l'8nt in Selancor", CouncU Paper 110. 5. beleEtl 22'fRl911 
ftostd1M1 (19:58), ".066, 72. . 

71 "Selancor Eurasian Association: Airier Bistory", lIEuua i!!"I. 
" 10. 2 (October 19,..), 12-14. 
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Selangor it was torced to close the clubhouse two years later because 

ot a lack ot fUnds. The association was able, however, to carry' on 

an active sportiag pro«ram and helped to briag about the tormatioB ot 

Eurasian units in the '.K.S. Volunteer lorce.72 Clearly. by the latter 

part ot the 19308 the Eurasians ot Selancor were begianiD&' to see them-

sleves as a separate group rather than as an appendap 0'1 the European 

'!'he Rotary Club lid Rao! :Relatiw 

'or the most part neither Europeans Bor Asians soucht extensive 

social cOD.tacts. It was evell more unuul tor either Europeans or 

AsiallS to attempt to eliminate some ot the existiDe barriers to social 

relations between them. In the mid-192Oa, however, a small group 0'1 

prominent Asians in Kuala LlDIlpu.r took the initiative in proposiag that 

aomethiD.C be done to increase the amount ot social cOD.tact between 

Asians and Europeans. Bow this initiative was received by Europeaaa 

is the subject ot this sectiOD.. 

AcoordiDe to B. :JeBjamin '!alalla, a leadiD.C IndiaD buainesSlP&lt, 

early in 1925 he and four other !siaaa (includ1D.C Lake Chow ~, who 

was at the time president of the Sel&D.COr Chinese ChamlMr of C01III.el"Oe, 

and. Ihoo KeDe Booi) met to discuss "the miled in hal. lAmlpur of a non-

CUiIIIIl'I:mal social club, where men and women of various races could meet 

OD. an equal tootiag". 73 At about the same time Yap Ta! Chi, a son ot 

72 SelaD.COr Euruian Associatin, 92,d. "bim, 1321-1971 (Kuala 
Lwapur, 1971). I am indebted. to lfr. J. de SOUBa, General Secreta17 
ot the Selancer Eurasian Association, tor sendins me this booklet. 

73 Letter trOll Talalla, in G. Hawkins and W. S. Thadd.aeue, compilers, 
Rptm IIMDotigW ~N J~, 1905-1955 (Kuala: I.lDIlpur: 
Iuala Lumpur RotalT Club, 1955 , p.9. 



Capitan ChiDa Yap Kwan Seng, disoussed the possibility of fOrming such 

a olub with Sir George Hazwe11.74 Asians found support for the idea in 

a speeoh given by Sir Cecil Clementi. Governor .of BQng Kone, in which 

he pleaded with Europeana in that OQlQny "to' find WQB and m&ana of 

breaking dQwn these partition walls between various seotions of the 

oommuni ty" and suggested the formation of a social olub .open to Europeans 

and Chinese as just suoh a means.75 A Chinese oorrespondent to the Waz 

1fa&1. said that a "Concord Club" was needed ill ~a Lum.pur as well; in 

taot, he added, such a olub was needed "whenever the governors and the 

governed are of different raoe".76 

Among Europeans the idea of a social olub drawing its .abership 

from. the various ethnio croups was greeted with caution. Soae Europeans 

did believe that the,. should have a.ore S.ocial o.ontaot with Asians. The 

.19!!!! insisted, as it .often did, that relations between Europeans 

and Aeians were aarked by goodwill and autual respeot, but the paper 

added that al thouch Englishm&a and Asiaas aet frequent17 "in the course 

.of publio duty or business such oontaots are except in ver,- rare cases 

superfioial ones, and onoe the business that has ~t thea together 

i. aocoaplished each part,- .,e. hi. own wq, wi thdrawiDC wi tbia the 

praotioally Rterticht coapartment of its Oft oOllllUni ty" .77 Ia lpolt., 

where the idea of a Concord Club wu discussed sOll&What later than it 

was iIit Ewala Lapur, an official observed that the social contaots 

74 IIdu WIS6I.lt.1l. " .,. 1926. 

75 Quoted in editorial, "A 'Concord' Club?", "'Art ~!iilt 
29 April 1926. 

76 Letter froa "Interested", We W •• II.!t&1,· 29 April 1926 • 

.. 77 "A Conoord Club", "'If WHill.Wl, 29 April1926. 
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Europeans had with Chinese were restricted to tarewell dizmers given b7 

the latter when the tormer were going on leave or ~ transterred to 

another state.78 . Although 1I'IIl8J' Evopeans 'believed that they should 

have more sooial contact with As1an.a they did not want to 10 so tar as 

to torm a multi-racial social club. !heir social needs were already 

well satisfied b7 numerous aotivities within the European cOlllll.U1iV, 

and the,. did not want to pay dues tor yet another clu'b.79 Others saw 

the dietary restriotions wMob Moslems and Bindus observed aa a likely 

difficult,.. Some objected because Asian _ woul<l probably not \)riD&' 

their wives and d.aqhters to the 01'" tIwaP the,. would e:a:ptct to Jd.:a: 

freel,. with lIuropean women; the editor or the Ssw.U 1* BUl'Psted 

that tb1s objeotioa oould be overcome \)1' baving the club tor _a only. eo 

but a 01'" tor mea only was u.nlilcely to reoeive lIupport either trom 

European _n or trom their wives. (Unlike Dearly all other- Europeans. 

the e<litor ot the Straits ~ strongly tavoved a CQDCord Club; it waa 

espeoially needed. he said, beoause a growing aumberot Asians who were 

educated in Bri tau and had beoome used to .1 xi., with the people there 

were elia\)! ttered to tind on their retum to JIal.qa tbat 800ial oontact 

with Europeau wall now imposll1ble. 81 ) In reply1Jal to the Chinese 

oorNllpondeat who had BUl'Psted a Coaoord Club. the editor ot the -m 
JIIil diaqreed with the view that whenever the Bovernors and the BOTerned 

beloJaCed to diftereat raoes they should form a soc1&l olub. Some nOD

EuropeUlD, the editor declared, would teel embarras_d in more sophistioated 

78 'Uall J1f. !el'D, 21 I"oveIlber 1928. 

79 Report b7 Singapore oorrespondent. 7:&11. J1f. WID, 19 Deoember 1928. 

80 . tla&:ll ....... 19 ..,. 1926 • .. 
81 lId4-
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company and would make others feel ill at ease as well.82 

Indeed, althouch it was never stated so bluntly, the idea of a 

consciously multi-racial social club violated tbe 'basic principle that 

people usuallY' joined toptber in a social club bec8.Wlle theY' had a 

sreat deal in cOJlllOn rather tban beeaue they were aware of their 

differences. Europeans in :Ialqa belonpd to clubs because, 8lIOBI other 

reasons, it provided a place where theY' could be tree of the strain of 

deal1:ac with ttalien outlookstt and where theY' did not haTe to werry about 

what kind of impression theY' were gs.TiBl aoa-Europeans. HaDell 11&7 

have been aware of the reluctance of Europeans when he cautioned Chinese 

wbo were interested in a Concord Club apinst eqect1:ac it to be well

attended duriBl the first few d.,s or .Ten dari .. the first few mantbs.S3 

The idea of fo1'lllliaa a Concord Club was in fact quietlJ' dropped. 

A small croup of Europeans, most of them offioials, with whom the 

Asians interested in fomiBl a multi-racial social club had been in 

touch, s1ilCPsted that a RotarY" Club would be a :preferable mew of 

enc~ social contact. Al thouch the Rota17 Club differed markedlJ' 

from a social club in that members onlY' met once a moatll, and thea in 

a fairlJ' formal. settiBl. the idea was quioklJ' acreed to __ the Asians. 

The first manthlJ' tiJmer meetil'lC held im JulJ 1928 was atteadad __ aine 

ll:uropeans, fiTe Chinese, four Indians, and OM Hal., •. The Asians were 

aa atremelJ' select Il"OUP. .AmoIJC tAe Chinese were Cuo na PeBl, 

Lake caow ~. &ad San Ah W1:ac, one of the leadiBl businessmen in 

Sel~. .Amoac the Indians were !alalla and S. Veerasaay, tae 

Indian. member of the Federal Council. The Halq at the first meetil'lC 

83 111'1 !~ JaU" 13 .,. 1926. 
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was Baazah biD. Abd\ll1ah. the first Malay to be promoted from the JIalq 

Ad.mil1istrative Service to the H.C .S. 84 Thus, al th.ouch there were "'rs 

of all races, ditterences in status were kept to a minimlD. In keepUls 

with its seleot nature the club's tirst meetin« was held at the Chiaese 

H1lllonaires' Club. While maintaiD.1DB its seleot character the club's 

membership 81"9" considerably. In September 1929, when the club was 

formally inavprated by an officIal from Rotary International, there 

were aboat fifty members. At this time JAtropeans and Chinese in Ipoh 

were considerillg whether to form a Concord 0111"', but they abandoned 

this idea in favour of a Rotary Clult. By 19,2 there were ClUH in 

Sere.baII, nus, Jfalaoea, S1l!c&pore,. ~, as well as in lCuala 

Lumpur and Ipoh. fte· membership of the seven clubs in 19,2 was made 

up of 30' Europe_, 94 Chinese, 42 Indi_ and Ce7lonese, 29 Nala7s, 

and 30 Eurasi_ and other ncm-Europeans.85 

The Europeans who were active in the fomation of the lCuala. LlDpur 

ROtal7 Club all :laW the club as an important li,* between Europeans 

and Asians. It 1s clear that much of their initial enthuiaa tor the 

cl •• was based on. nostalcia for a t1lle when, they believed, relations 

wi th Astams had _en ltetter than in the Malqa of the late 19208. 

Andrew Oaldicott, the clult's first president, said that .... he served 

U &Il official in Jelebu 'before the Pirst World War he had made lI&D7 

trt.-. ~ the Chinese, Ialqa, and Indians and had 'fist ted them ill 

their h.ous. Accord.in« to Caldicott, such illtormal mixiZtC was no 

101lP3l' poss1t.1e, but he ltelieved that Rotar7. with its ___ sis on 

84 .1I1al1l&1, 2:5 July 1928. 

85 L.:O. a_lIS, "Rot&l7 in Ialqa". pal::tlished ill ilWdX IaUm&1i'2IIJ 
ill Je:tmary 19'5' (0), p.5. 
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servioe to the oOJlJltlmity, would be a suooees.86 1. D. _s, the 

cluh's first honorarJ' secretar:r. looked hack to a time when tOWDS were 

small and "there were frequent opportunities for the various nationalities 

to meet together socially or on' the sports field". .As a. resultof' the 

growth of towns, the spread of education, the advent of "douhtful" 

literature and films, and the enstence of su1Jversive political beliefs 

the old harmOftJ' was being end8.llpred. !'he Rota!"7 Club, said (kll.."S,· 

was an organization where men of all races could. meet as social equals, 

exch8.llp views, and therefore fora hon4s of 1i.B4ereta.udi.Ja« and tl'iendship.87 

. Per a. few years Europeans 1a the Botar:r JIOVement believed that 

theclu.bs were tulf'1lliDs this 14.al. CnlJ' sport was seen as havi.l3g 

as l'l"Etat an effect on promet1»« relations between x.ropeans and Asians. 

B7 about 19~, Iao ..... r, a small aumber of Europeans and Asians began 

to question whether in fact the clubts goals were beiDI achieved. ODe 

hour a week or a. month, much of' it spent lis ten1:oc to a speaker. was 

not provid1:oc an atmosphere in which sen could form lastiDC friendships. 

expectations. !he . III va ZE"l!p,e pointed out that pttiDC sen Of Y8.l'ious 

races to sit aroad a. table together each .... was i wlt a great 

acoapli ..... t.88 INt others o1ear17 exptCted more trOll tile o1u_. !'he 

president of' the SiDCapore RotaI7 Club complained that ~ clu1t: JBe1iBbers 

attended when there promised to be an interest1:DC speaker 1N.t not when . 

fn .... liUlIII. 1fRot&r:1in Xalap·, ,.4. See also :5s I. C~f ·The 
Rota1.7 ...... nt in Kalqa", lGt3:.fh ..... ' 4 I'ovember 1929) f 
213-15J E. V. Gilman, Personal Recollections 0), 1'.81 • 

.. , as Eti torial, III'Dr 2i&jJ!IIHb 9 .lull' 19~. 



the oul,. attractiem was the cOllpanionship of their feu.. _bera.89 

As aD intentionall7 multi-racial club there was also the ca._aHem of 

balance ot membership. '!'he president of the lpoh Rotary Club, a H.alq 

civil servant, complained that there were too few Asian members.90 

Also in lpoh the Asian _bers were reported to believe that the cllab 

was not achievine its p:als.91 Perhaps the IlOSt seriou criticism came 

in a speech before the Hal.acca Rotar,- Club b7 Bo Sene One, Principal. of 

the Anc1o-Chin.ese School in Hal.acca. Bo asked his fellow Rotarians not 

to be content that their weekly lunoheem meetincs were creatine under

standine and friendship between .. n at different raoes. "Rotar,

friendship", be said, "is otten a superficial atfair."92 Even the 

edi tor of the WII ~ which had tor so 10. carried enthusiastic 

reports of the Rotar,r Club, agreed with Bots appraisal.9, 

Beither between ~mbers nor between the groups as a whole did the 

,Rot&r7 Club ch.ance European-Asian relations as its members hoped. '!'he 

entrance at a small :rrtJ.mber of Malqs into the H.C.S. had a greater

thouch still 3$\ll--ettect; the;r were, it the;r wished, aeoepted into 

the main :8ri tish social clubs simp17 because of the posi tiona tbe;r held. 

Clubs retlected and reinforced. political realities. It is tor this 

reaaon that in the states ot Kedah and Jahore, where the Brlti,sh shared. 

~ power with Mal81'S, there 'Was greater social contact between 

S9 Report em emma] pneral _aU. of Sincapore Rotal7 Club, t'.,.sat 
1I11D, 11 July 19'4. 

90 Ammal report of the lpoh Rotar,- Club, :t1aIs.it lMIta. 4 Jul7 1934. 

91 Edi torial, "Is Rotar,- hiliill' 1n Mal.,.a?", taM • .it ....,., 
11 J'ul;r 1934. , 

92 '1IkI; I(Itld:r.llil, 1 A\li'Ut 19'5. 

9' Editorial,~.II&lr 17 Aucust 19~. 



Europeans and Asians. Nevertheless, the Rotary Club was important in 

the history of European-Asian relations because it marked a crowiIIB 

awareness among both croups of the nature of their relations with OBe 

another. It also, as the WU'I ~ pointed out, broucht about 

more contact than there had been, even if this was usuall.,y superfic:ial. 

ADd if oDl.y bJ' such speeches as ao' s the Rotary Club made Europeans more 

aware than the7 had been of the views of some A.sians. 
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CBAPfER 8 

EUROPEAN OJ AID ASIAN WOMEN 

Even in the interwar years most European _1'1 in Hal~ did not 

IIar17 util they were thirty. and SOlB8 Dever married. Until the ear17 

years of the twentieth oent\n7 _1'1 postpoaed urn .... maiDl7 lMcause 

liviDc conditions were considered UDSuitable for :m.ropeea wOll8n. As 

conditions improved _1'1 delayed marriace .. til the,. were emre that 

the7 could support a wife ead oont11'1ue to adhere to the Eu.ropeea standard 

of liYi... As W&8 showa in C1I&pter 6. pverBlB8nt aDd private employers 

ad various formal and informal repla tions which were d.siped to 

uphold. the attopean standard by preventi .. early marri..... While social 

relations with Asians were, as the preceding chapter has ehowa. ve-q-

11111 ted, the preponderance of \I.BIlarried males wi thin the Europeea p-oup 

meant tat IBIlIO' _11 turned to Asian women for sexual. relations and 

sOlB8tilB8s for companionship as well. This chapter is coneerBed with 

relations lMtween EuropeaB men and Asian mistresses and prostitutes. 

the attitudes Eu.ropeans held regarding sexual relations with Asian 

WOllen, and the ways ia which c01'1Oubiaace and prostitution changed 

'between the end of the niDeteenth cent\n7 and the interwar years .• 

Ia the case of prostitutioa much of the discussion which follows 

relates to the Straits Settlements. European mea livi .. ia the '.H.S. 

frequented brothels in the Straits as well as those in the 'ederation. 

Indeed, in the pre-World War I period ODe of a J'OlI.8C .. 's first 

experieaces, u.pon arrivinc in Hal87& for the first tills was of tea a trip 

to the brothels of Halay Street 11'1 Sineapore. SOIB8 attention is also 

paid to the broad ou.tline of government polic,. regardi .. prostitution 



both in the Straits Settlements and in the F.R.S. for this 1s necessary 

for 'Wlderstanding the way in which Europeans were personall,. involved 

in prostit.tion. 

It is unf'ort'Wlate that because of a lack of intoraation homosexual. 

relations between European men and Asian boys and men cannot also be 

discllSsed in this study-. One informant esti_ted that in the 19308 

two-thirds of European men at soas time had homosexual. relations with 

As1sns. Others, however, claimed that such relations were not common. 

It wnld seem that the intensity with which hoaose:z:!tIalit,. was condemned 

wst have discour&B8d such relations frca being coaaon. ne. i. the 

19308 the diary- of a Chi.ese catamite was discovered ~ the poliee 

the official 1Bqlliry- which followed brought disgrace to several proaiaent 

1 people and two men coaaitted suicide. It is likely- that i. his novel 

:At. §srIl .it WaD, published in Ena'lish in 19,1. Fauconnier was 

sucsesting that the intimate relationship between the French planter 

Rolain and his JIa.lay servant was a homosexual. one, but he never makes 

this e:z:plicit. 

Pnsyp!ti. M! CORcuhi:aye before the lirpt Wtrld War 

Official Iri tish policy- towards prosti t.tio. in Kala,.. wet be 

see. ap.1nst the bacqround of events ta1d.B8' place in Great Iri tein in 

the secoDd half of the nineteenth centur,._ Jetween 1864 and 1869 

ParliUlent passed the Contq1ous Diseases Acts in an effort to protect 

soldiers and sailors frca venereal disease. !he acts required prosti-

t.tes i. certain garrison ad port towns to repster with the police 

and to su'bmi t periodically- to a medical eDaination. "cae. who had 

1 Purcell, !hEirs, p.250. 



venereal disease were detained for trea tllEUlt and released cml.y whell a 

doctor certified that they were free of disease. Alr3 W01l8l1 whom the 

police suspected of being a prostitute also had to underco a medical 

eX8m1a8tioa UDless she could prove her character ia a police court. 

'!'he acts represeated a victory for those who believed that mea had to 

fulfil their semal desires from tims to tims and that therefore it was 

cml.y reasoaable that they should be protected aaaiast intectioa. A 

crowing body of pUblic opinion in Britain. however, vehemsntly opposed 

the double standard of sexual mora11ty which was embodied 1n the acts. 

"It 1s un.1usttt
, declared IIrs • .Josephine Batler in 1810, "to punish the 

sex who are the victims of a '9'ice, and leave uapun1ae4 the sex who are 

the main cause, both of the vice and ita dreaded coasetuencea" 01 
2 

Over a period of several years lira. Jutler led a campaip to have the 

acts repealed. During the sams period there was a Il'adual shift among 

middle-class msn away from the view (which was supported ~ many doctors) 

that they needed to i.dulce in semal intercourse in order to maintain 

their keal the "Continence even to the point of ascetic1sm," one . 

EDglishman observed ill 1891, "has become as \lid versall,. recepised an 

obliption of human l1fe as the restraiat of other appetites once freely _ 

and almost without reproach indulced in even by peraons of positioa and 

ref1 .... at.'" As a result of Mrs. Jutler·s efforts and the cha.Jlcing 

climate of opinion in Iri tain Parliamsnt suspended the Contqious Diseases 

Acts in 1883 and finally repealed them in 1886. 

2 Qtioted in 1aDks. l!JJJ1Bil! JAi J'amily PlMJ1M, p.111. 

, H. D. Traill, quoted in Peter f. Cominos, "Late-Victorian Respectability 
and tke Social System", Intem.U9Ml IWvi! • .It SSNW listga. 8 
(196,), 48. 



The Contagious Diseases OrdinaDCe which was passe4 b.r the straits 

Settlements Legislative Council in 1870 close17 reselll)led the Contagious 

Diseases Acts in Oreat Britain. Officials and doctors in the Straits 

Settlements were soon coBVince4 that its provisions were ~1DgiDC a)out 

a sharp decline in venereal disease aad also )enefitiDc the prostitutes 

theaselves, the great majority of whoa were )rollCht troa China b,. 

traffickers and sold to brothel-keepers. In 1888, two years atter the 

repeal of the Contagious Diseases Acts in Jr1 tain, the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies instructed the CIovernor to with4raw the ordinance. 4 

At a)oat this tiDle the various State Councils in the Malq States passed 

(witl1 the CIovernor's approval) law requiriBg the recistratioll of all 

brothels aad prostitutes and requiriu.r prostitutes to su'b1ll1t recularly 

to a _tical ezam:ination. III 1894, 110wever, the Secretal7 of State 

forced the State Councils to repeal these laws. Officials in Singapore 

and in the lfalq States, and soae Asian leaders, deepl,. resented the 

Secretary of State's action. III their view coapulsorJ' rec1atration Ilad 

protected prostitutes from the exploitatioa of brothel-keepers si:ace 

it ensured that the WOIlGll were repl.arly interviewed b,. covernment officers. 

In the late 1890s officials til lfalqa succeeded in persuadiBg the Colonial 

Office that sucI1 e%plot tation was in fact tald.ac place. !he Colonial 

Office therefore allowed law to be introduced w:hioh penalized. brothel

keepers wllo preTented iDllates from takiac their crievancea to the 

Protect. of Oh1nsae. The SecretarJ' of State prohibite4 arq fomal 

system of recistrat101'l, but he di4 pemi t the Protectors of Chille .. in 

the Strd ts Settlements aad the J' ••• S. to keep a 118t of "known" brothels 

... I..m. Brooke, • .. 4ieal Work and Inati tut1ons", ill Ifskepeace t Ru. 
Ile4DJ JeKI .at SiWRQlI, It 507-9. 
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and prostitutes. At about the time of federation the sove~ts of 

Perak ad Belugor helped to orpnise voluutarJ' seheaes for the replar 

e:x •• ination of prostitutes and their treatment for TeDSreal diseues, 

but after a short period the Seeret817 of State ordered the pvernments 

to wi theirav their Apport from the acAemeS. 5 When arguiag for CGllpulsory 

registration aBd treatment, officials ia Ital.aJ'a iDSisted that the m.oral 

staDd.ardll which had led to the repeal of • CODtaciOWJ Diseases Acts 

in Bri taia could DOt be applied to a societT made up of II8Dl' AsiaD 

peoples aDd iD which ae. far outmuabered WOIlea i. the varioWl iJmaicran.t 

oomtmai ties. "JIorality", ez:plaiDed SwettealwR ia 1891, "is depeadent 

on the iDflaences of climate, religi .. 11 be11ef, education, aDd. the 

feeli .. of lIoc1etT.,,6 

.st Ir1t1ahera viewed prostitution .s a inevitable feature not 

onl,. of Asian life in Jlal.aya but also of their own there. The,. .. ld.om 

could en.1o,. the companioDShip of wo_n of their own race; the aTeracre 

acre at which the,. married was even higher than that f~r mea in. Iri taia; 

the,. lived amidst a population which adhered. to different st8Ddarda 

regardi .... mal behaviour; and the,. lived in a climate wMoh was 

belieTed. to heichtea. senal passiOBS. fte Iri tish ill JIalqa therefore 

felt theaelves to be relatively ua.relltrained. by the late-Victorian 

coaTelltioa which preached the valae of lIemal conti.eace. When RebaoD 



cOJ!l'l.\eBted 1a 1897 that Sel~r was "a country where tkG traaels of 

soeiev eel tkG voice of Mrs. Grund,. are heard but little of aDd cared 

tor lees" he WIUJ referriDg to the fact that Europeaa Ilea 1a Rala,"a 

eDjoJ'ed coasidera)le freedOll trOll ae:nal aol'1l8 )eiDg o)eerMd 1a Jri taia. 7 

Ia the Straits Settlelleate eel iJ1 'towas 1a the :r ••• S. it was COElOl1 

for siDgle Ilea to vieit brotkGls, wMle outside tkG towns iJ1 the :r.K.S. 

it was 00El0J1 tor European 1leJ1 to have Asi. llis'tresaes. 

lJ1 SiDgapore Europeans and also weal tJay Asiaas visited the 

European and Japaaese brothels iJ1 the Hala," Street area. 'there were 

also a Il1lOh greater a1lll)er 0'1 Oh1aese brotkGls 1a this part of the 

oi ty t but these were never visited 'by noa-CMnese. Some 0'1 the 

had alar., sta .. verand_ where, accorcliDg to a visitor who was 

c1"WlacliJ18 to have tkG brothels closed, "the poor, paiated oreatures, 

)edeeked 1a their tinsel, sit sippiDg cottee, smak1Dg cicarettes, and 

accost1q passers-by with the iJni. tatioa, .Oome 1a here, .,1.ase,.·8 

Allot the WOUJ1 iJ1 tkGse brothels CIIIe trOll south.m, central, &ad 

.astem Europe. It the police disoovered that an ",lishwOllall was 

._aced ill prost! tutiOB she was iJlJRediat.lT deported HO'a'WI. ot the 

dal'llap whioll she did to British prestige. IJ1 1912 the S'tra1y 'iMs 

..... t.d that the pres.noe 0'1 European prostitutes ot a'Iq' natioaa1ity 

also underllined :British prestip. The paper agreed with the view 

expressed b7' tkG LonclOB aaeaaine Zma that "the native who can puchase 

7 ttJlarriap ia the East", .... u:.JfI&l, 17 Jfarch 1897. 

8 V.I'. Villi., ill Mrs. J.rchi)ald Jlacld.rclT and W. B. VU1is. .DI. WE 
lDatt .... ! (LoaclOB, 1912), pp.125-24. Chapters 1 ad 8 of tlds 
l*it oeataiJ1 the lite story 0'1 lltadame V., an J.ustri. woman reputed 
to have the best brothel 1a Sineapore. 
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for his sensual gratification a woaan of the same colour as his rulers 

must Deeds feel a lessea1:Dg of the respect for the authori t7 to which 

he is accustomed to bow down". 9 Jievertheless, in the years 'before the 

Pirst Vorld War the goverDllellt made no IIOve to discourage European 

prosti tutton, provided that those e~ in it were not of Bri. tish 

nationality. Also in the Malay Street area at that tiDle were maerou.s 

Japauese brothels. The prostitutes in these houses were broucht from 

Japan 'by traffickers in women, sold to brothel-keepers, and held under 

indentures. to Europeans who frequented European and Japauese brothels 

in S1Dcapore were to some exteat protected from veDereal disease since 

the women re~arly submitted to ':l "voluntary" adical examination and 

11 if Becessary received treatDat. 

there were no European prostitutes in the F.:I.S. In 1891 

Swettenha. observed that "as a rule ••• the Oh1B9se women are pa.tron-

ised 'by Chinese men, the Tamils b,. their own nationals, or, at SJI7 

rate, __ natives of India, while the Japanese and Hal.,- prostitutes 

draw their clients from l'ala7S, Ev.rasians amd Europeans". 12 A European 

seekiDg a prostitute nearl,. al1fa1'S weat to a Japanese brothel. As 

Ta'ltle " shows, the DUlIl'ber of Japanese womea in the r.:I.s. increased 

dramaticaU,. duri:ac the 1890& and the earl,. years of the tweatieth 

ceatur,.. III 1911 Bine huadred of the 1692 Japanese women in the r.lI.s. 

9 -hite Slaves in S1Dcapore", stW$1 TWI, 6 Aucu.st 1912. See 
also J.ookhart, bam.». Will. p.108. 

10 ~tf bilm .. hlaD. p.1Q9. 

11 -leport of VeBereal Diseases Committee", p.0291. 



'lABtE 16 

'lIE JAPAlIi:SE POPULAfiOI' II 'lIE P.K.S., 1691-19" 

Males 

Females 

Percentap J'emales 

1691a 

14 

100 

120 

1901 1911 

m 
1692 

1921 

757 

1~1 

SO'Hi£9l,1 P.K.S. 1901 Ceuus, Perak 'falde 1, Selucor 'falde 1, Jeeri 
Sem1dlan 'falde 1, PaIlaDc 'fahle 1 J P ..... 8.. 19'11 Censua, 'fahle ", 
British JIalqa 1921 Ceuus, 'fable 16; British Ifalqa 19" Ceuus, 
'fahle 70 • 

.I2iI.= a. 'fhe census gives DO data on the sex of the aix Japanese 
liviBc in Pahang in 1891. 

. . 

were ftlmownft prostitutes,'3 and another 129 were, accorting to the 

oeuus, brothel-keepers. '4 It vas aaid tbat flf'J.7 towa larp enough to 

bave a poet otfioe also had a Japanese brothel. In verr SIIall towns 

which lacked a government rest house Japanese brothels not only served 

their expressed purpose but also were used as hotels __ European 

15 travellers because of their high standard of cleanliness. 

" -Report of the Secretary for Cl.'dMseUfaira tor 1911·, III.S. 
~ II .. Sah n,pls.at ot 24 I.q 1912, ,.2. t'Aere were 
21 . "Doa" Chinese prostitatell, 50 lIalqa, ea .. 10 IDdiaas. 

14 1' .... 8. 1911 Ceuus, 'fahle 41. 

15 W1astedt, iiMd ilia ~ ,.52. '!he iaterior of a Japanese brothel 
is "'scribed D7 Robson. ptgplt Ja A laUII §SI:m. ".45-47. 
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In the ma1a towns .Japoese brothels were oOBCentrated alene 

partioular streets. !tie centre ot prostitution in Ewila I._par was 

Petaliag Street, which the goTerDlillellt ltad reserved tor brothels when 

plUJ'liag the towa in about 1882. In the earq 1900s it was a COIBIiIOn 

sicht to see Eu.ropean men in riokshaws seine to and :f'rom the .Japanese 

brothels on the street. '6 In 1909 the ReTerend W. E. Borley ot the 

Hethodist Mission, which had a oku:rch Uld a scllool a skort distance 

from Petaliag Street (see .p ,). unsuocessf'ulq appealed to the Colonial 

Office to haTe the brothels moved to a different location. !ke Resident 

of Selanser easily persuaded the Colonial Office to drop the lllatter by 

~stiDl' tat Borley's only motiTe tor _Vine the brothels moved was 

to iBCrease the valu of' the IBission's property.'7 Up to 1909 one of 

the main centres of .Japanese prostitution in Seremban was Locke Road. 

In 1908 the ~r of the Sere.ban branch of the Straits 'l'radiag C~. 

si tuated across a saall park from the 'brothels,. complained to the 

Proteotor ot Ch1II.ese that fttke sichts to be seen in the Michbourkood, 

at t1mes eTen in 4qlight. are of a ratMr indecent na'bare-. As a' 

resul t of his o_plaiat the goTermlent tela the WOllen tkat they W01Ila 

haft to move to two streets where Buropeaa ..... D. were \IIlJ.1keq to pass.'S . 

AccordiDc to one inforJral'lt wko ~w up in Sere.1Hm 'before the Pirst 

World War, lIMropeaa .. n seldom visited brothels in the tow. A 111m 

1iI'01Ild. instead. seai Ms chau.f'felllr to a 'brotkel aad have hia briag a waD. 

16 l'abel Ifarsk, iarDPI SUII'" (.w York, 1968), pp.'5-36. 

17 ~_..". B. C. Belfield. 11 J'e'bru.ary 1909. enclosed ia 'fou.ag 
to Crew. coaf'identilll ot 11 Barch 1909. CO 273/349. 

18 E. Caeron to Protector of Ck1:nese, , Iowa'ber 1909, aad otker 
correspoUeBCe, BeO 238/1909. 
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baclc to his ~ow 'tor the n1Pt.'9 

hropean mea sometimes deYeloped strcmc persoDal atta~ats for 

J'apaaese prostitutes. A poem ia the lillY ~ ia 1897 desoribes tit.e 

:f"t.m.eral of a Japanese woman ad. how vari011ls Europeans reacted to her 

death. It be~1 

The tuBeral bier steals slowl)r ... , 
Fair womeD turn their heads aside

ADd J'ttt the purest there _t Iii. 
As poor love Geisha died. 

A J'OUDg man in town "who BeYer knew of better love than this"" a horeeman 

riding in the jUDCle far from town, and a II&J1 who until he .. t her had 

lore civen up all dre8.1D8 of love all mourn her death. • last stansa 

of the poem aca1n refers to the European WOlleD who happened. to wi wss 

the :f"t.m.eral prooessioD.: 

All virtuous the world appears
ht those who turn asida 

JIq never win such honest tears 
As tell when Geisha liied.. 20 

that the7 liid IIOre than look after the etfic:te.t ~ 01 the ~ow. 

Ro'HGD hinted at this )WaseIt when he eo8eD.ted tMt the Japa»se 

ho'tlsebeper "is Nth pretty aal jol17: saal.l wOD.d.er then tMt IW'lJ' a 

soli taIy '!Baa is oD.l7 too .lad to ask his mirth-provokiDa little h0use

keeper to 81 t dow to tn with h.:lJI". 21 In order to o'btaia a Japanese 

mistress the lDBel)r European had to pq the 'brotb.el-keeper a sa of' 

1lOD.e7 ia order to free her of her indentures. JIost of the men who 

19 late"1&11' with )Ir. 91ader Sirlch, Fe'bruar,r 1m. 
20 llllIlIil, t 9 lIarch t 897 • 

21 Ro'beon. 139Jd,I Ja ... hti:g §iI •• ~ p.49. 
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acqu1red .Japall!lese mistresses in this wlq were planters. A.l~ some 

mel1 discarded tlleir mistresses after the,. had. beea toptller a few ,.ears, 

otllers 1i ved. w1 tk tile same woman tor tweav ,.ears or more. In a few 

oases lIDions foWled hfore World Var I were broken 0Dl7 "he». all 

. 22 
.Japanese in lfalqa ftre interned. at tile O'u:tbreak .f t_ Pacific Var. 

Whereas p:oesti tution was mainl7 a vba.a plleDome_. conoabinap 

was COIlfined almost eatirsl7 to raral areas. Ia dO'at 1904 a teacher 

at the Victoria Institution in Kuala Lapu.r had. a C1tI.aeae woman llviD&' 

wi th hiIl,2' but this mwst bave been mtaIlUal. ieferr1DC to tile earl,-' 

years of tile tweatieth ceat1l.rJ', Sir .aleola WatHa later claimed. that 

80Ile ainev percel1t of EvopeaD mea 11viac 111 outstations bad. !sia 

mistresses.24 !O.,. 1cnowlEHlp there is no W&7 of coBf~ Watsol1's 

estillate, but tlle1"8 18 ~ reas& to treat it with 1"8speot--Wateon's 

work as & aalario1ec1st constantl,. brought hill into contact w1 tk plaDters 

&ad officials 1n Selangor aDd otller parts of the I'.X.5. A veq hish 

propertiOD of pluters bad. mistl'e'$ses 1D the years befom Vorld War I. 

'fhe rapid crowth of tile rulJber ind'Utq after 1900 ~t aboat a· 

great 1Bflu of ,0'lDlC, 1ID'ItaI'ried. men, aad. these men 11 ... , _ e.tates 

scattered. .... r a wi •• &1"8& and. onl7 1oos.11 CO'IIIIeCte4 _ the e~. 

road &ad rail Mtwork. The mietre •• es of planters, recalled VatHa. 

ft~ed tke oI1ly oompanionship whioh tkese me .. had, of tea f:rom ODe 

ftet to _ther. '!'he, were • • • helpmates without whoa • ..,. sore • • • 

.. D .. lilA have suoO'Wllbed to both aloohol and malaria ... 25 In his .. soil'S 

22 CIQra47, "If You 511. Enouch Rud", pp.146-47. iBterv1ews. 

2:5 !bJawas W1Ul&1l Proudlook, whose oase ta·disCWJsed in Appel'ldb: 2. 

24 Watsoa, d.ur1nc discussion oa Culpa, "AD 1!:J:8IliBatlna of fropioal 
.vuthea1a", p.92O. 

25 llda,. 



Bruce Lockhart. vbo was a planter 1n lfegrl Se'll1nlu, II8Q 8eTeral 

refereJ:lCes to the Astan .1stres8es of planters. 1l01:Mtrt ~r, a 

"7 

"a.1'Il&D. of 1004 f'wlT', bad a "stout. aid41 ....... d '!ud.l l~ as his 

aistress; the two of tllem were ofte. see. ridiD8 111. a.Bd out of Port 

D1cksoB ill. a r1ckBhaw. liocJdlart h1aselt bad a JIalq mstress.26 

COIlcu'b1Bap vas 'b7 BO __ pract1se4 eal.7 bJ' plaBteN. In his 

&1.tto'b1ographJ' Wlutedt taplled that otflc1als 111. outstatl_ 111. the 

early 1900& fret\l8nt17 bad Asian mistresses, l1li.4 be _t OIl to ezplai. 

the r&asOBS that tbe practice vas eOlllllOftI ft. home life, BO veaen 

friends, DO 11'brar1es, no theatres or olneaas, BOt alvqs [allliB 

~ comaaitJ' for 'br14p or tenB1s, DO _~ .. 1-. walks OIl 

aocomtt of that laJ.wr1ntll of traakless~. vas it .., Wll.4er that 

the vbi te enle took to h1aaelf 0Be of' the coaplaitll8.fft, &llU1D8, good

te.,.,re4 aD4 ~red da"l,'llterll of the East,·27 Aa Austr&l1u 

railvq eagineer 0,.,D1Dg the line tbrotlc1l fabaD« skortly 'bet ore the 

First World War 11.,..d opeDly witb a JIal.q 'tfOIIea. "., OeiJ 1'_ 'bee. 

1». thill 1110047 3 .... 1e for fit'teea vean, &Rd. the eal.7 tbt_ that keep 

_ &l1ft are S1t1 aDd the S,...,. IlUtt&ll,,28 ~ ... 1fJ7. haso10's 

S\lOO4INISor as District otftoer of Upper Perak, 1fU eerta11l1.y ~ 1. 

that 1». 1908 be oould rea4117 offer a J"Rl'tI' eadet u attraetlft I'a1a7 

Hlloolmiatreas Nth to te.ah hia the 1angr&a18 ud to keep lU.m COItPD7 

at aU 11081"11.
29 ftBally, the mstres"1I of officials are '* -'3eote 

26 ~ 'Iara.$a Wm. p. 141, ohapter 7. Other retereJ:lCeS are 
OIl ".30, 191. 

27 Wiutedt, Sart l£E J6U'., p.18. 

28 Wells, §.&I. 11m ia.$M. IMIt :llmI'61, ,.69. 
29 L I. Cbeeseaan, in B1ocrapb1eal Kotas OIl ~rt Berkeley, 1959 

(BAl(). CbeeseMD sqs that be did aot aooept the secoad part of 
the otfer. 



of several works of fiotion, iDcludiDc most DOtah17 CliftoN 'a ·UM' 

.... .,slppi M" • A:IIoI:lc tiD ll:i.aen it is Jmowa tlaat WiUiu St.ward, 

.... murd.er iD 1911 _as tIMt Mais of SOItCIl":Set .~'. s-1"7 "!be 

Letter". disoused ill AppeD4u 2 of thia statl7, laad a CJa1a8se WOII&1'1 

l1:ri»« viti! Jd.a at the time of :Ids deeti!. 

In tile 78an sllorl17 betore World War I ad particularl,. after 

'the war ~ beoame lass aa4 lesa....... aefO:N trae1D« tlds 

decline it is nttceas&rJ' to' look at tile _ttitwles ~ had oODoem1»« 

sesaal relations betweea kropau _n ad Aaisa-. 

One of the beat VClJ'S _ ~ to es __ iluopau _ttltv4ea 

re~ saual relations vita Asiu w_a is _ look at the flurry 

of letters whtch 1'011 .... 4 u editorial. in tlle 1IMI'.1d4 ill ...... ber 1922 

ud a smaller IlU1IGer ot letters which appeared ill the P''IDr ill the 

early part of 1m. It was the editorial's coael~ ~pJl vldch 

the,. would live ill JJal.,.., wrote tile editor, ... had DO ___ ill the 

_tter. "All ... w111 _t lead _lU-.te lives ill tIMt ~_. s.. 

..,. lilt the lIIIQ01"itJ' WOIl't. AIld tlds _aus a4di.Dc to the Id.zed popalatiOll.n~ 

Alth.ouch then words were the :i.IiImed1ate ca_e of the correa~1lC8 the 

time was ripe tor a disousiOD OD the .\laStiOD of se:ual relations 

be .... iaropeaa __ ud As.iau _OIlea. IJ' the 19208 'the lriti_ were 

IIII.Oh Ie .. reluctant to express 'their vifts OIl ~ _tters tlaaa tbq 

had bee_ lief .... 'the J'irst World Vu, t~ most of tile oorrespond_ts 

wlto replied to' tile editorial p:oeterred to wr1 te ~ ,....to.,... A more 



iaportant reason had to 40 with the eOOllOllic COBd.1t1one of the tiae. 

Since the ear17 1900e salaries and 11'V'1»B coad! tiens hat .te&d.117 

~. and as a consequence aere and IIlOre me. had. been a1ale to marry. 

'!hese trends vere, however, temJorar1l7 halts4 b7 the trade sl\Dlp 

whic. beau in the latter part of 1920. '!he 1lIII.iIsdl e41torial thus 

came at a tiae when ... vere flacU." 1 t IIlOre tiff1C11l t to IIarJ'7 and 

to s-.pport a rite in the ..... 1" ezpects4 b7 the B'ItroJiIIIiMID. cODBll!d V and 

when theretore it looked as it the --nee ... at whi.a me. lI&J'J'ied 

would _11 tead to mcrease. Be .... of tBis proepeot ... lIaropeans 

vere aald .. themsel ..... whether in the ~ period betOft aa.rriap ... 

vere ..1_titie4 1D ~ to Aaian ....... t8r _Del relatione. !he 

tollow1D« pace. SU'ftJ' :tirat the OOl"1'Upon4eace 'Itd..a took place at 

thia tiae and tae. other 4G'fI.rce8 1fI'd.ch reveal ~ attitu4e •• 

A.IIlOItC ... who wrote 1.ttera to the IN. JISl and the E"*r 1D 

1922-23 opinieD was cliTided between those who eoadoaed _Del relations 

wita A.8ian _omen and those who coadea.e4 it witBcMat " .. natin. !he 

tormer view 11&8 _t toroih17 .zpre ..... b7 tlJlecesaitaa ... Babet l.tepa", 

who wrote tlatat ... turuell t. uian 1IOJI83l lIJ11lOre f'ra ___ ...... 1V 

u.a troll 4eeire". Be retutecl the I18dical OJiraieD tlaat ... tensi_ troa 

eea:ral iateNOllJ'8e was _t ~ to the Md7. o.:a.,. ... the PftJ'D1leDt 

and CO&ercial til"lU ODCOtlrapd ... to 'I'I.fII.r"l7 .8:1'17 in their oareera, 

.. ~. woul,4 1t1azi V of li~ • • • be a 'tkias of the past" .'1 

aBowe4 a ~rou disregard tor the prestige of the 1fI'd. to raco, and 

who had DO ,iV tor the Itoutcast children" created .,. uione between 



"no ~t of bare juetice to t:be pare brio wlws he holu it as his 

riPt tmeatuall7 to via-. 1t1' ••• 8.8.-8. It tM11 turned his t~ts to. 

his ova daughter &0 .... at achool. ia Im&'laa4: "Beaven,rant tllat if 

slw mart"J' ill this couatry it Ila7 not be to taD ·the pl.ace-the room, 

the f1IrIliture, Qed. forcive these .. a, efta the JIt.i-ol aome P!tia'ttle 

disposHIilsed Dative prostitute, as I lIaw with bitterness of heart 

s..a lIa,pen to II8I'Q' a cherished ~ter of p&reIlU tar ..".",2 111 

his raspoase to this letwr ·.oeesitas" ~ 1IlltetMr "1' ••• 1.8.-8." 

coulfl .... t17 claim to have led a p1IrG lite Jtf.aIelt .fore marriace.}} 

8:lw:21ar17. a niter ill tM Dam &0 bad Me. acCMi1M4 of sqwaadeI"1llc 

his tNU.aI7 Oil a _tive mistress poilltH eat tat married .. a ill JIalqa 

"all lIave ,...S ill their history whicll are Dtftr dls~ to the world". 34 

Tke secoad writer to attack "l'ecessitas" ill the ,.... of the 1"11.11&1 

wrote that the latwrts claim tlsat Europe .. C01Ild aot be coati.llt ill 

thetrop!os was "u imNlt to tke1r EIllillus aDd se1t-oolltrol". moral 

l.az1~ was sv.fpOSed. to be a ~ trat t ..... A.tallS, _t h.ropea1i8. 

TO'IIIICI "-, ... stawd, shoul4 .. able to fiad ..... ~s iIlto ·whidl 

to su.'il1llate their senal e.r.,..'5 111 .. ~ of ·~ssitastl. howwr, -

c .. a letter from "Anti-Bnocrac7", who acceptM sesaal mati_ 

be __ ~aD .. _ aad Asiaa _11 as inevitan. ~ ~t 

coaliti... In his "fi.w tM onl.y choice _11 had. .... beWe .. ~ 

}2, Wu' 'Wll.lt4l. 2' lfovaber 1922. 

" J.1i4,. 

34 "JJUa1", lIlIIM£~ , (.,. 192:5), 56'. 
'5 Letter from l40Ml VaD Ge,..l, lIall .Mill ~ 2' I'oveaber 1922. 

Vulepel .... the onl7 writer to cive his MIle dviDC tke obate. 



likelihood ot eettbc ftftereal d:f.aea.H, which .. Id.Pt ia turn c1ft 

to their Europe8D bride. wl!&en the7 JI8il'Tle4.% 

The Europeaa WOIIlCtn Do vol0e4 'U.fair GJd,Dou ia the J!alar ~ 

in 1922 all disapproYM ot sezual relations taJdac place "'tween 

EvopeaD men aDd Asian women, 'but the,. lAft some1d:lat dirterent reasou 

for 'tlIeir disapproyal. "A W'0IIall" llro.pt ll, the double staadard of 

sexual. morality, that senal practices .)aloll WOllld. lMt eeadeaaed for 

.0000a were tolerated. for men. Only it airla 1na1ate4, olaimed "A 'Woman", 

that tJ:leir potential hubaDda had led. eqll&117 b3.aJIeleu lifts lMtfore 

marr1ap would. the problea cease. Bat the eo-operatia .r those alreaq 

liv.1lw in I&alaya was essential 'because Widss o~ _t from ED3land 

often learned tJ:le trlltll a~t tJ:leir hubaada oal7 after arrl~ in 

Ifala.J'a and sett:lac married. TIlu it was llP to all "decent m:l.Bded 

people" to ostraoiu &ll. a_ or "lmowa laz1ty ot Ute-.'" -AaotMr 'Woman" 

also expressed _1' sJllpatlv' for the ·oo_tl .. s disUl.ioned 'brides" 

aad acreed that Ii_rUnes should _ drastically dealt with, 'but • 

cou.ld not help point:lac out that the doable staBdard .. jllst as mIlCh 

a fe.tare of society ia Britaia as it was aDlODI' the Brltio in 1falqa..38 _ 

Of all the correspoadeats "All White" was the one JIOSt -traced at 

seXtlal relatiollS _tweea hropeaa men and AsUa WOIle:n, aad • weat 

directly te deacrib1Dc _Sat it. rsal17 .. that 'tlpSet her and probaW.y 

Daa.IQ' 0.1' Europeaa WOIleB. WlV, she asked, did. .. not u.rq now that 

11v1»c condit1ou were s1l1tdle tor wll1te WOI1'l8n' 

36 111.1 ",Nx.llil. 23 Joftll'ber 1922. 

'7 11111 "i!aMilIJIIar1, l' ~r 1922. 

3S III. Itt'dZ.llll.l. 23 ~r 1922. 



SlZre17 1 t 1s DOt that they prefer Dl.aek to 
white. !his is truly what hurts us WOUllt the 
fe.l1:ag that .. 11 prefer a _tift JOIIIUl to 0lI8 
of their OWL I do !lOt bow of Kluala] 
L(..,.r 1. _t .. t .... oae hanU.7 dare drive 
ill the tOWll for fear of bei:ag ooafrcmted 'b7 a 
f'aaa alae witA his _tive f'A'IJIiI:T 4r1"f'iDe alMRlt 
together ill a oar. 

lJnlike "A ioam", tf All White" was not protestiq ~t the dov.ble 

stalldard. Indeed she seems to have beell res1ped to it. She was however 

revol ted by the idea ot men actuall7 appeariq to JJJa. Asian women. 

ttl .. not a prude, and know few men are pure on their marriap-but I 

draw the line at color.",g 

!his rewlsion ",. European WOm&Il at mea hanBC close relatiO!l8 

wi t11 a ,,_tive" woman must haTe been stroapst when a WOIIW1 found that 

her (Y.tJ1 husband had beall involTed ill such a relationship. In Maugham's 

st01"7 "!he Porce of Circwastance" ~, an offioial ill Sarawat (which 

Ifa'agham ns1 ted in 1922), goes home on leave and meets and ma.rr1es 

Doris without tell1nc her that he had a Malq mistress and three ohildren 

'b7 her. Shortt,. after the7 return to Sarawak G1Q' tells Doris that some-

times men turD. to Asian women ill their loneliness, but she is !lOt disturbed 

because she assumes that he would DeTer have doae this hiluelt. WIleIl 

tAe contimd:ag appearance of his mistress forces hill to reveal the 

facts of his past, Doris 1s uuable to acoept the idea and eTentuall7 

deo1des she INSt leaTe. "It is a pl'q'sical thing," she tells GU7. ttl 

can't help 1t, 1t's stroqer than I am. I tbJ.Dk of thoae thin, Dl.aek 

arms of hers roUDd 7ft and 1 t fins me wi tA a pl'q's1oal naTlSEta. ,,40 

)9 1'W.. 

40 w. Somerset .~, AI. ga'tD ~_$ Sm'll st.J. •• f!I$ 
...... 4 Tola. (lfe. Yorka ashiDCton Sctuare !'MillS, , , III, m. Similar reaotions are described in aaother woZ'k of fiction, 
which is Ht in Malqa or iriti8h-controlled Ionwcn Peter Blundell, 
llt.§JaJat iRUm ~ (London. 1920), pp.115-18, 1~t 212 .. 



G'lq'S failure to persuade Doris to stq derives 'both tl'Qll his 

haT1.ng bad seX'Wlll relations with a Kalay 1101t8l1 aD4 bi. iallilit,. to 

convince Doris that this situation bad been sole17 the result of "The 

Foree of Cireumstauce". He bad lived with h:ls mstress tor ten ~, 

and together the7 bad estaUishH 'l'llite a t-.117. lad thoush it was 

reprd.ed it appears that _ell was forsiven it a IB1'l pve DO hiDt tba t 

the relationship was SDyth.iDg lNt .. laase4 pttr'e17 OIl DeOessit;'- It 

was .. thi!tc tor a man to write, as oae 41d duriDB the 1922 debate, 

who at best is a SOlT7 aakeshitt, it he knn' that a c1rl of Ms om 

race was wiUiDC to share bar4ships 4uri.Jlg early ~ars" .41 It was 'lute 

aDOther thi!tc however for JIeIl to 8ive the iapressioa, so resented b,. 

tt All Whi teft , that the,. aotual17 preferred Asian to European WOllen • 

.As has been sUl'Psted, European men often elaia&d that the,. took 

Asian mistresses out of neeesaity. It was soaetimes also atatecl that 

Asian wOllen possessed a p1:q'sioal. attraotiveneas 'dd.ch a European male 

found. very difficult to resist and that the tropical cliaate _ •. 

resistance to their charas dou.b17 41ttinl t. 

'l'hiDk of the ~ aasistant studiac all dq 
over Asia tic labour, II.aDY of them 1f'01id.Ds with 
breasts and bo41es expoasd to the 8UJl, 
surrounded bY' women to whoa a rew dollars are 
a fortune for whioh the,. would aeU the 'ieat 
of theaselves, aDd expossd to all the iMiduou.s 
temptations or the heated tropical Bone. 42 

The heat, the cliaate, had a sti:rrlac effect 
'dd.oh a man in Ensland cannot tul.l7 appreciate. 
Actd to that the sicht of a gracefUl 'brown fora 

41 Letter trOll ftllot Born Yesterdqft, ftalAy &HlN.Ii;U., 23 lfovember 
1922. 

42 Letter to a British newapaper from a doctor in the F.LS.,P;J.UW. 
4 (A~t 192'), 15. 



with full 'breasts scantil3' coverett, .. J8rtMt 
figure, a moon-like face and sensual. mouth, 
tramed. in a ~et-black head. of hair, iUlllliDated. . 
by dark, soft eyes, and the bachelor would not 4' 
.. 1aUIaD if he did not set his thGQ8kta _big. 

UDder these cireUlltlStaaces, it was iJRpUed, no .. oould be eJ1tire1,. 

Dlalled for ha'V'i.Dg seDal relatioaa with aa Asia WOIII8Il. 44 IJ' the 

tlIUIe toke.. no _ who IftlOCUIIbed. to aa Asia WOllall 'fII\OUld be ~t to 

have the same lofty feeliqe towards her that lie ~ would haTe 

for a Eur0J8. WOllan. 

IOwbere is the coatrast _tween .. mea·s feelb!gs toward. ea AIIian 

Ilistrass and then .. hroJ8an wife _tter 4r&wa 'thaa is Clitt0r4t • novel 

"Sipo! ~ iePU!!I". paDlished in 1898. whieh is to .,. lI:nowledee the 

onl.y Ialqan aovel. which has ~ and ~ as its ujor theme. 

lot lOlig after he comes to the Ifala7 .tate of ItPale.1t OIl a visit 

huk Austin, a promising J"O'U2'C official with a wide lmowledp of 

Ifala7 aociet,., learns throvp an intermediar7 that ODe of the girls 

li'l'iD&'in the Sultan's ~ wanta to Deooae his JRiatress. Be :flatl3' 

retusea this .~atioa, lNt ... lie is W1d that the c1rl lIaim.v:aeh 

will be bathiDg 1a the river the next dq and tat » oaa eaatl7 .. 

her"h'oIa the ~t where lie is a~ be is iapted to take a lOGk.

Seetaa" ker bathiDg in her ereen saroDC J"ra.Idl is enthralled. .,. »r __ ty, 

wIdo1l derives 1n ereat part trOll ber Ara1tic featllrea. and whea she is 

allle to leave the oOJlt,cnmd secretl7 late at rdBht to visit his houseboat 

he ....... to teU her she must CO a'tIaJ' cml.7 wi til the "..eate.t effort .. 

Wkea deHrild.Dc F.nmk·s feelb!ga toward Mabl.rah the _thor caraMlJ' 

4' hUe, • .II. 1131' _ ISlamA. pp.129-50. 

44 JIe1 ther of the Writers cited in the two pre~ footnotes 
appnve4. of .lId:t. relaUoaa. Beth were ar~ in favov of earl3' 
JUr~8. 



polawout that tile .. "were DOt to _ 4lp:U1." vita tile .... of love; 

lat tlae,. were bora .~ tkat OTerwael.aiJtf!r attract1en ato&l. tlae ~oal --t7 of a 'IrGIIaB -7 aft for a Ea, 111 tMat Us heart or J:a1s tatellect 

-iDI' in....,..,. iDtlue1lCe4 .... Mr.- I'rImk ~ two .i_h.'s 

... at .. sat;,. and takeII her as J:a1s mistrellS. Atter a wld.le, lloweftr, 

M grows tire4 o~ Mr &all deol" 1I1Iat he JII8I.rt l.ea'nt. 1Ier. After te1Ur.ag 

law1a.h tkat M ill leariDe iIlala-,a for coe4 aa4 _Y1Dc Mr tlae _of 

1500, huk .-. two .JIIWlaad. em leaft, .. eta amd. 1IiIU'ri_ a ctrl _d 

Oeo117, &a4 ar1DgB J:a1B hr1M __ to .la7B, wMre M take •• p a peet 

1a a dl~ferent tistriot. '!he JlQ'Bloal attract!. ~ lta4 toward 

.illUDfih is eontl"a8te4 1I1tll J:a1B JRI1"8. "e, 10Te ~ 0eo117. !here 1s 

DO J:a1at of bue ~1oal paeei ...... Ma Ceo1q tells J'radc she is .. inc 

to haft a _'IV' 1t 1s alaoat as if 1 t lta4 ... a'botlt .. a lId.racNleu 

eoaoept1en~45 

!he Dul'. af 9 .. *,. 
Oftl' a peri.- et about a de ..... '-1:1_'. 1dIort17 _tere .. 

J'irat V.rld War tlae proportiem et JiJm:'ope&n men 11v1aa ft. Asia weaen 

deeli .. d~. In a letter .. .aa !I.' ta tm tlae I.1.aMp of 

S1acapore attempted .. re:tate a statement made in a reoeatl7 ptta:U .• Ma 

1i:ta:ok that 1a Ia.lqa • .. arq eftJ7" EW!"epean plantar lta4 an Aa1aa 

lliatres.. ....ftr true 1t 1I1Pt aft lJeea in tlae paat, tile 1i.aIro, 

deelared. the statement W&8 "creasq _true" as tar as tlae pn..at w. 
eon_rae". n. own eatillate. _de attar talld.nc 1I1th 8eftl"Bl _a with 

.. taU-ta knowle. of plantars· 11ft" was that "le.. thaa to per _nt-

45 C1UfOrd, "ia .. .lall&iaiM", •• otat1em frea ,.1)4.. '!'he remaiDder 
of ... *,"1 deecrl'bes the trapdJ' "Moll 000U1!"8 when ~ 
~rs that Pnmlt as re~d with a wife. 



of plcters bad. mistresses.46 According to Sir IIalco1m Watsea, oal7 

two Jl8reeat of mea llTtag in CNtstatiOll 41stricts bad Asia llistressss 

_ the time lw left JIel.qa in 1928.47 J'1nal.l.7, in 19'; aaetlwr writer 

assured the readers of Brii'. Will that al~ eeoaomic caUtious 

were uld ng it d1ff'icul t for plcters to -.r17 the,. were aot lIe1nc 

clriwn into tlw arms of Asia _al "the tact is that a c_tea 0IICe 

preYalent liltprs now oaq to a 'M'J!7 limited. utent.n48 !mis, althCNCh 

eat:1laates of how COIIBfm ~ us in tlIa interwar rears va:q 

&ODI8what, it is csrtain that it us JI'IICh leas C8IIIIIml tium. it had. 'been 

in t1t.e early rears of the csntu.rJ'. A. Oolea1al Offtee Ureotive, ~ 

crapbio chaapB, and opiJU._ wi tld.D tM Europe_ MlOlllUi q all cOllh1ned 

to Wiac aMut this sharp Gecllaa. 

In 1909 U. Oolonial Oftiee ~ dsolare4 its disapprcwal 

of~. In J'aDWU'7 of that rear Lerd Crewe. Seoretar7 of State 

tor the Oolonies in As,uith's Liberal ~t, f.sstte4 a oircular 

warniq oftioials owrse&S of U. oo:aseq __ s of beo~ iD:t'olwd with 

local WOllen. i'lle incideat 'Wklcll pt'OTObd Crewe to illNlU tM "cOlicllbins 

cirCN1ar", as it was c...,l,. kDolm, took placs 111 Afri.ea ratlwr than 

Ifalqa. Aa actiDc District OOllllissioaer in x..,. ~« throtqrh a 

local olliet to haTe a J'OlIDa A.tr1ca girl c_ w live w1 til Id.II al'l4 had 

intercG\tZ'Se _til with her and with anotllt.er "ul .. was li"f'iIIC with, 

~ not marriri to, _.Atr1ca pll1csman. It was ........ the oftieer's 

attairs were noticed b,- the onl7 EveJeaa woman llTtag in the area al'l4 

46 ..... It.II.- , July 1927. The Bishop 414 not .riw the DaM of the 
... as he di4 not wct more people to read. it. . 

47 Watsea, in discussion on Culptn, "An EZ8II1nation of Tropical 
lfev.ruthenia". ,.921. 



her husDud that official action was takea. .l8 a Nsul t ot the oouple' s 

persistent oomplaiats the District Camssloaer lost _ ,-ear ot 

aeaior! ty aDd was told. that he would. not _ allowed. to take charp of 

a 4istrict asain for at 1e .. t two years. Tb.e 1ad7 and. her husDud, 

however, 88W this as a ftr'1' llild. pat shmeat and. thaNfore appealed. to 

Lord. Crewe. 'ft:te7 weN told. tMt ce-ral. steps. iael.u.. the isS1ll!mC8 

of a circv.lar, were _i. taken -"i tIt. a view ot ti~ the practices·. 

Still WlSatisfled., the couple appealed. to the JIri tislt. pUIJlic in a lOBS 

letter to .AI. %1.,.49 In NSpomM to this lttter _ ~lsJ:aan with 

II&Dl' ,-ears of uperieace ill Africa said. tlt.a t 1'8a4srs 8lt.ould. lIBd.erst&Xl4 

that .Afrlcaa airls were "tul17 4sftlope4" at the ... ot twelft, at 

another wr1 ter and. an e4i torial in.fIIL tiMI iaaiste4 tlt.at the pvern-

118llt slllmlld take t11"1l aotia to ensure tMt "the )IraOtioes" tid. BOt 

Mppea qaill. 50 Seftral MeRers ot Parl1aaeBt raised. ._.tiOll8 about 

the cue l all said the errallt official sAould. Mft 'beea dealt with 

IIOre se_1'817. and. all asJatd tor all uavanee that tile coverD1llel1t would. 

BOt allow nell acts ill tlt.e hture.51 

Wldle he diel IlOthiDc tartlt.er u-t this partialar case,Crewe 

isned. a coa.fl.d. •• tial circmlar to otticial. not 8IIl7 in Atrioa IaIt 

also ill C.,.1_1I ft3i, Jlriti9 territori •• 18 the W •• tem Pacific, 

... Kcma, .... lfalqa. In aeltitiOll to a letter to theCkwell18Grs of 

49 Letter hom W. SOONS"," a.tltdp.lIa "" •• , .~r 1908. 

50 Letter tr& "Pel1tical. Ottioer" • .D& DBa, 7 Deoe"'r '908. 
letter tr& CMrles J'. Bartord., 9 December 1908. ed.itorial, "'ft:te 
last .A.trica Preteotorate", 26 ~ 1908. 

51 198 B.C. De •• 4s., Ql..." (7 DecealMr 1908). 2125-26 (17 Deoe1l1ler 
1908). 



1ddch was to • ahowa to all Dew officials when thq firat arrived. and 

"Bft whig was tor officials alreaq in ..... ~t HRiN:. All 

hol_ure "Aft was still bed ... shown to covemmeat M~ta 1a tile 1930a 

1t is worth loo1d.llc at ill _tall. 
Cre_ tid .. 10 dwell .. tM aral o~eo~ to tlODOU~ .. 

M saU tlleH were aeU-eTi4eat. Ina .... __ ............ te4 .. tile ..... 

8llcll "ill ~t between Qevel'JUlleat ottio1ala and aaU.,.. _R" tid 

to "ADisuatioa. It v .. 1m, ... d.ble fer ..., att1o:1al ie Werate awm 

praoticQs 1a otaers let aloae to _ JdmseU -w:1t1le1lt lowertac lWIHlf 

1a the .,..a of • Batifte. aa4 .VIi.ishi .. ldJB aatJlolrtv to as e::nent 

whioh will MrioU/ll7 impair hi .... ei q tor _till work 1D tll. S.Rioe 

1a wh1cll 1 t 18 h1a duq to atr.i.,.. 1;0 .t as ~able -pl. to aU 

wi til whoa M ..... in contaot". Crewe oeaolwle' 1Iw ~ tbat _ did 

.. t •• t to "cast Ui3 reflect1_" OIl .... oftic1ala ltu1; 0DlJ' .... ted to 

WarD. thea of ". diacraoe and official nia wldch rill oerta1lll.7 follow 

frem 8.111' derellcU_ of dut,. ill tll1a respect". 

In oal7 ali.cktl,. mil4er 1 ........ Crewe a)'J.pealed to thOIIe ~ 

1D tlae Mrvioe in EBolornare "B". At"ter Np!te.t.iac tM ... ~ 

aca:1ut coacu.h1Dace .. 1D Eaclornare "A" M aaid tllat M wu sure tllat 

con~ Noe1ft' .. tll1ac _t ft. ~.t con4e_tioa" fraa eiril 

servants and asked for their co-operat1oa "in 'riproueq rep:'Obat1ac 

and oft1eiallJ' eondeum:i .. aU &m.ch praot.ic.. of con_khI8''' .tween 

C.i'ril. S.rvants and BatiYe _n wheneYer and WMre'hr t-7 are detected". 

Cre_. howeYer, wiehed 1;9 have .... tJwa the ...... ,.ratioa of o1'I'U 

servants. 1& his letter to ..... raers ..... it olear tkat &eldor 

officers _re to.'" told that 1 t ...:1.0. ...... part of tM1r duV to 

take ofticial action tt~ .. r • ilataa.e of CGad.1wt to which 1 ha .. 



.callSe ot a laak of coatespora.ry s.-a.rces it is MN to bow 

exactl7 how creat aD effect the circtllar bad 1». dJ.~ ~ 

ape Bat it is ceriaiB tat it lied ... effect. .10001"41. to Victor 

Purcell. w!!lo 'be_ !ds career iD. JIalqa BOOB after tlte first Wor14 war, 

"it was tile OOlllBOa practice tor •• C.S. officers to .e, IIa1a7 lliatresses" 

Wltil Crewe isfNe4 the o1roW.ar. aa4 seftral o1'ft.cel'8 deoi4M. to 1larI7 

tkeir mistft_. rather tua sift tkem sp. While olaSld. to bow of 

seft1'8l "suoust'lll" Aagl....a.:l.ay lIaft"iap&, ~11 ...... oal7 Vlat of 

CJtarltoa ""'U and. a lIlalq _ • .ad _ dJ.d DOt 1a4ioate wkether 

the7 bad married as a renlt or the circular.5' .1 ~a Pftpsred 

'b7 the Seoretaz7 for ClI.1ae_ Affairs of the F.R.S. 111 1921 or 1922 

stated tat the circular bad DOt oal7 deterred COIlCV;1d.nap \Nt had 

also dJ.80ovapd men from Tisl ting "kDowa" 'brothels. ~ people, he 

repori9d, had 'been led ft to think that ocoasioual lapses from Tirtue 

would be oonsidered [u) reP:NheDS:l.hle" as li'ri._ with an .Asian woman 

and. u a result now patron:l. .. d ·sl7" (1. ... e., not "DowDft to the Ckl:ae_ 

Proteotorate) pro6Utlltes.54 Is 1919 Bacblll RieflJ'.reterred to 

52 Confidential Ciroular of 11 Januar'J' 1909, CO 854/'68. It is aterest
iDa to DOte tlIat at about the same time .. 8oftrno~neral or 
the letherlaadtJ East I.acU.aa, Tan Sests., i~ a -t!JI'H:: 
1'181" iEI coat.h" 'DB similar prokild. t:l.au. -!Test! t.lt ., \ 
Mft;aJIIIIiILI .Da lfdIrllldlsHpdl., tweede dra, tterde deel 

919 • 515. 

5' Pueell, IIIIhta, p.298. .1t least three of OItar'ltoa l'IaDeU'. 
tift otdldres were bom. .tore 1909., H.axwell speat his retirement 
at Jamt 1. Perek. ID I'o~ 1940 _and!ds wite weft !llJllJ'd.ered, 
~tl7 ... a former _1"'1aDt. Oeorp JIa.well, iIIIIl .It Ja. 
. .It .... !&a:u. DEli" iJ.RI&lI flau. 8 aad 9 "".1' 

1940 maclareU, "lIialq CvrT', p.178. 

54 \f. If. C:aa~ "_rand_ .. SIT Proetit.ltion 1D bala J..umpar and 
ather larp !0WDlJ 1». the ftHlerated Walq States-, in SelaJ'lB01'" 
Seeretarlat tile 4974/1919 (AD). I am indebted to Paul ltratoeka 
-.tII tGr br:h'C"ng this memoranda to J1t7 attention and tor seIldiDc 
me a o.OTl1' • 



ooneubiJ:1age and prostitution, but he did BOt SI!q !&ow the_ had. _e11 

afteeted bJ' the o01'1OU.bi.. oireular. Unless tile COft!"llBllleJlt lI:IMd4ed ... 

to ma.rry ear17 in their careers, he argued, it "will rNp.-eftn more 

ful.l7 tha1'1 now-the disadvaataps and em'DerraBsme11tB caused Iv' its 

officers Iv' 'temporar.r liaisoDB with women of' non-European raoe, b7 all 

the sordid adJuncts which attach t'bemselws w prostitu.tioa an4 'tv' the 

unfortunate17 here 0IllJ' too 0GIIIICN1 ooaoaai ta1'1t of' veureal disease". 55 

This statement would sugest tltat at the time 1w was TlritiIIC Juc1m:ill 

1Ilelieved tltat lou=\lm relatiouhipe betweeD officials ud .Asian WOIMm 

The concubiae circular d1.e~ COftrr&ellt servants from living 

with .Asian WOIIeD. .At tlle same time iIIlportant ohaDps were tald.:aa place 

within the F ••• S. which also helped to 'bri:D8 abollt a decl1ne in coneubin

ap. The raost important of these was the influx of Europeu WOlle. which 

took place after World War I. As already mentioned in C'hapter 6, the 

proportion of European men who were married. i1'1orease4 oonsiderabl7 after 

the war. !he influx of European married W_11 and. a saller 11't111l11er .f 

BiDCle women is renected in the imFOTeJDe11t (in the sense of beocmd DC 

more .. ar17 nomal) i1'1 tile sex ratio in the European polN1at101'1. In 

191 t there were,. as Table 17(a) shows, 40 females per tOO males. wldl.e 

in 1921 there were 50. !he most strild.JJg tact reveale4 b7 Table 17 1s 

that..,. 1921 European WOll811 were distributed over a web creater . 

pocraphioal area than tlle,. ba4 bee1l betore the war. Is 1921 planten 

were a slJ.8ktl7 older gI"Cm, than tile,. b.ad. .en at the time ot the 

prenovs ceUWJ aad time mere libl,. to be marrie4. for this reason 



!AILE 17 

1'IiE EllROPEAJ' POPULA!IO. OJ' TIm r.LS.1 SEX RA.!IOO, 1891-19'51 

Peru 

SelaD&'Or 

!leeri Sell1.Ulaa 

Paha.D« 

F.H.S. 

(remalesper 100 males) 

1891 1901 1911 1921 19" 

41 47 

" 41 

" :50 
24 

~ 41 
(e%ol~ PallazIg) 

4' 
41 ,. 
26 

50 
54 
49 
32 

50 

~t Sslancor 1891 Ceuus; r.H.S. 1901 CSBSUS, Perak !a'Us 1, 
.. Se1.aapr!altle 1, JIeari. SemIid.laa !a1tle 1, ~ r.rahle " P.LS. 19U 

CSl:'I.SlIS, h'les 2, 6, end 48; British Kalqa 1921 Ceuus, Ta'bles 6, 11, 
and 4', British JIal«qa ,," CSDeU. Ta'bles " 18. aM 22. 



livinc conditions and transportation improved European wcan 1IIMU'e less 

confined to the towns than they had been. T'hus, 1IiIereas, as 'rule 17(b) 

livinc in the four aain towns, am.onc Europeaas liviDe outside these 

tolfllS there was a more marked improveeat from 29 (females per 100 males) 

in 1911 to 42 in 1921. Tule 17( c) shows that amonc Europeans liVinc 

on estates the improvement was evea more ~d, trom 17 in 191 t 

~ ,a in 1921. LookiDs at the sex ratios amonc Europeans on. estates in 

two of the maiA plantinc districts. we fiad that ia ~ there was an 

improvement trom 12.5 to 43 Htween 1911 and 1921. 1dU.le ia I'uala 

Se~r there was an improvement from " to 49 durinc the sue period. 

ietween the 1921 aD.d 19" oensuses the sez ratios SIOI2C Europeans liVinc 

outside the four main towns and am.onc those livinc oa estates imp.-oved 

still turther, thouch aot as dr«l8ticall.7 as durinc the previous tea-rear 

period. 

'!'hese demographic clla.Dps oontr1'bu.ted to the deoUne in conoubJ.aap 

in two w&713. l1ret, and most otJrl.oual7. a peater propo:rtion of those 

men moat like17 to have mistresses, nueq those livinc in rural areas, 

were n,ow acoompmied 1v European wives. Seo01i4, and perka,. even more 
." 

1.JQo:riant17. the F'owiDc presenee of European women ia these areas also 

affected the behaviour ot those men who did net have wives. In 1923 

the moral oondi tiona preYail.i.:DC ia a distriot wherein there are white 

women and whereia there are not- for the difference was 0'bv1ous. 56 



'" 
En Dever "flaunted" their mistresees. ReferriDg to the platations of 

JIalqa in the late 1920s, Aleo Wa'QCb wrote tMt "there is fab'17 often 

a Ifalq airl who disappears disoreet17 when ri.si tors arrive". As lone 

as a man did not appear open17 with his m1atreu, as lOUC as he did 

not aalmowleqe her as more tMn a aeDal partDi!lr, he had done notJd.ac 

(to use Waugh's phrase) "tJaat inTOlves loss or oaatelf •
57 A Ea.ropean 

WOII&!l could however cause oonaide~e ~nt it she disapproved 

even or En who kept their m1atreeaes weU in the~. One 

woman who .... rved two llattreaaea -iIW aired _wide a 'Dachelor's 

buDplow 'bzoea4oast the news that he had an Asian __ liv1q with him. 58 

Another _ who was ooUeotiDg clAmatiODe on Po.". J)q refwled to call 

at the howIe or a planter abe tDew had an Aaian aistreu.59 One hrther 

deJllOC.r8phio o~ is relevant to th1a diaouaa1on. As pointed emt in 

Ohapter 2,. du.r1Dg the 1930& ~r oompardes redv.oed the aiae of their 

eatate statts, and the,- tended to do this IV" releasiDg J'OlZD&, w::tmarried 

men. ftJDII, in the 19308 there were eftn fewer ~d men liviDg in 

areas where there were no European woan than there had .en in tile 

General 1aprovemeJ1W in trauportation and liviDg oonditiODe 

also oontrihted to the deoline in oonouldJJqe. B.r the 19308 there were 

57 w-.., l3a SlR611D4 Cmm91'1 (London, 1930), p.t, ... 

58 l!Ia1le,-• .II. JID* .&tlRlIktD4, p.t30. 

59 Interview with Hr. ~ Allea, Jul,- 1972. One work of fiotion and . 
another or semi-fiction which are set in plantiDg districts in 
East SUmatra ill_trate a1allar attitudes on the part of European 
WOMa. Jla.delon B. Lulofs, ~ translated IV" (I. J. Renier and 
Irene Ole-.- (Lond~ '"'J;~9t. " .... li3k ea Ooaou'bUlaat", 
RI. 1M' ....... " (1911), 419. 



social events. far fewer 11.&11, therefore, telt the DH4 .. tarJI to .As1aD 

woa_ tor cempa:rd.cmahi, tban had been the case lIefon the ftrst Veld 

Var. "Whatever looseDi2r.lg of stamlards IJJiq have oeeurred 1_ the old 

social intercovse," declared one planter in 1~f "it i. ve1"'l certain 

that _ RCIl ~'t7 enats todq, ... that pod reads ami _tor 

oars have :pl&eed u.ei~. 01 __ ami relazatiaa iD eu,. re" of .. 

all.·60 
SOlIe planters u.evertheleas did ave raiatreases. 1Iat. u as 

1Iee_ emphasiae4, these relatiaash1ps were ~ted wi6 ereat discretion. 

J'cr SOlIe planters discretion wu mMded _t 0Dl7 __ of the 

presence of ~ woa_ 1Iat alae lIe __ the 8OJqIa1des tar wld.ch 

they worke4 ~d .f 1:llelr haYiatr raiatre.... ~ maaapmeat 

of 8ocf'iA, u portrtqed ia JoaU.'s DOYel §ladl •• J& 111m. would 

allow a .....,.lor t. have aa .As1aD womsa in h18 1imt8alow for a dq or 

two 1Iat Wftld take steps to enaUl'e tat she s~ _ 1-..r thaa tat. 61 

COJlO1IbiBap w. also paldicl7 disapproftd .,. the 888ociatioa to which 

tile meJ,oriV of planters bel ........ tile ~ted Bociev of PlRters. 

1dd.cJa )ad the aim of promotiDg plaRtiBs • a ~8i.. .As part of i t8 

08IIpId.p to ~ salaries tellowiD&' the de ....... ioa the I.B.P. tried 

.. ~t to ~rs the riew that oal7 the IlO8t depraved ami 

iaeompeteat planters were 8attsf'1ed with preseat ceatiitiaas, .!Be JIaD 

.. is ~ with a _t1ve c1rl [ami] who drowD8 cbIll care in 11 ple:n.t1-

tude of ,tsMM' ••• .,. lie satisfied. Btead7, ~tful meD are 

_t.·62 0Dl.7 the few remaini. proprietary planters were relative17 

60 "'te1' rr. LIt.P. t itn'''' lila- 5 Aupst 19l5. 

61 louUe. illl:&lMt Ja Ill •• pp.1J8-59. 

62 I.S.P. t i$&$IUp.~!l:am Qeut&oM BI~I'w.ii §tllDat ".18-19. 



tree fra ouwi,4e preS81lreS. .A.ooord:lDg to one pl.a1ater" wr1184 on a11 

estate on the Selauaor-Bec:r1 S&'b1lan border inaut 1~, the vetel'8lJ8 

of the great War who had been .. :nn craw of one hundred a'Ores W start 

tlle11" on estates USWJllJ' had ea resl4ent .keep ... 6, 

fte presaures wh:ick d:la~ ooBOV.1t1Da.p in rtU.'al areas were 

l,P'eatlJ' :latewdt1ed 18 the tons. It was aooepta'W.e for Jbo1t:lsll 

ort1oials, plaIrtera, 1Nmk aas1ataJrts, eM 1Rtalaseaen w vial t brothela. 

To a))Pear in pallo nth a Euraaf.aD or !sian _, ... ver, o-.1d have 

aeriOUll oOIUKlqaencea,. If a .. 1fa8 seeD wlth a ~,... .... II1a 

super1ft' WMIl4 SOOD t1Dd out aboat 1 t. _ti.ae8 the superi .. "s wite 

1fa8 the one .. reported the~. fte superift' would __ call tlle 

~ ID8D 111. aB4 warn 1da newr to let :1 t haPJllln fAClda. 64 Suolt a warrd.Dg 

1fa8 1a4eed a11 effect:lve deterreat. !lea wuted to read.ll OIl pod terms 

w1 th the local ~ European women. lIGreowr, parUoalarlJ' 18 the 

1~, ttie,. could not afford to do alQ'tl.d.D&' wh:lca would pat the11' JON 

in jeoparq. Umler tlleae ooadl tlona ~s ____ :ma:r.)I8a11 .. n 

and Aa1aa ..... were eztremelJ' rare, _ of the JeraGDB lII.terriftecl 

fer this staq eoald BOt recall a sin«1e oaae or intemarriaa-. .-OV 

-pl0J81'8. both CIoftrumeat and COIBero1al," a Gutllri.e t • _pl.,.. later 

explat lad, "eZpiJOted us to reJllain EuroJe.&n in cn'81"J' ...,. eM it we had 

_1t10ll8 we did so as IIU.Ch to please our _plCQ'e1'8 .. ouraelfta. 

There"', we ean:red advancement In our career •• 65 

6, ~~, "Ru.b1iJer Plaau. in Jfal.aJ'a. 1928-32", written in 196' 
(IAJI), ".68. 

64 ftte was _~ W ...... ral int~ta. See also R. C. Jl. lkCie, 
.11&1 ..... §tMlllDl (s,u.7t 1942), .. 65. Fraao18 'J.'homaa. 1I.w .. j,fil£lli S1Jtppore, 1m}' •• "-Yr, and a novel ...,. G. W. de Sllva, 

Jl:au. DiPPlE (hala Lumpw, 19'9), pp.64-6;. 

65 J. S. Potter, .~ Exptriencea 19,....57", written in 1967 (0), p.'. 



In Ws dia<ma8ion the decUne in ooacu~ haa Mea qpl.a.iaed 

solely 'b7 lookS .. at chaDps ta1d..1J« place wiWn the iNropeaa COIDUD1ty. 

Jut were there a.JJ7 )reaSll.1"eS COIId.IIC :hQm wiWn the variftS J.aiu croups 

_iell tead.ed to d.iSCOlir&p their womeDf'olk f'rom becom.iJlc m.stresses to 

Europe8.D8? StartiDc about 1910 various naticmalist groups in the 

Betherlanda East IDdies agitated. _iat COllcuh1Bace, 66 but to IIJ' 

kaowledp tllare was DO similar agitatiOD in 1Ial.a7a, .... re there was 

IIICh leee poli tioal. activi't7 in ... _raJ. tJum 1I1Iere WIIB in the lMWh 

col..,.. In 1941 the leader .t !'amU eetate ..... 1"8 _ etrf.ke fa n .... 
d.ietrict demaaded. ..... other i.td_, -_ ead to the aoleatiDc of 

labourers f _Df'elk 'by iMro:pearHJ-. 67 but tide d.sua4 of oovae oould. 

DOt .w Iita4 ..,. ethot oa the t:.t'8Ddaw!l.1a ... lMea deecri1le4 in this 

seCtiOIl. It is poeeiUa that .". the 1920e ~ Iita4 become less 

attractiw to .leisa wOllen tor other thaa political resaGBS. !bel' 'I1Ia7 

haft resented. 'IMiDe apt more in the ~ thaa the7 _d 'lMd 

betore the war,68 they a&7 have avoided ~ be~ it was BOW 

a relatlwly abort-tera ralatioasldp aDd therefore OM w!l.1ell .. leas 
seC'Q1"$ thaD it .d beaa, or the7 .,. ... fGmlid aore ~itahle aDd 

attraotiw opporta1t1as ill the toIlDa. III w.s ie howe .... m the 

reala of speo1IlatiOll. aad it is JIlIlltiOlled here oaly m the bcrpe tlat 

66 A. VIm Jlarle, -Da croap der Europeaaan in Bederl.aada-Iadi., tats 
Oftr 0118 ___ 811 croat-, as_.A." 5 (1951-52), .,,. 

67 Stat.llm.t.,. It. B. !lathan, partl~d in M. It. St811soa, lISIfEi .. 
211tllai .iaIlJIIi (Loadoa, 1970), ,.29. 

68 !ftd.a wu: ..... ted. .,. .~, -ItUllar PlaatiIIC m JIalqa-, 
}I. 4',. 



e'rideBee migIlt be tOtmd to till in this part or tM atorJ'. 69 It is 

bowewr It.OW pouiltle to S&7 saaethir.tg about the ~ or the 

wome:a who 1Iecame m8trea .. s to ItIroptaas aM how thal" came to 1Ie 

IIiItga .. 

Accord.iDc to Winsteett, tile :IaJ.q II1atres .. s or eart,. ofticWa 

were .. -.ea who 11&4 _eD 41v0r0e4 tor ~Dr!.M8 .. t .. 1r on meatoa. 

A! ~ I II&w DO evidence wld.oJl. coatima 'tI1!uJteett's statemeat, ae'Yeral 

iat01'll&!lts ment10aed tllat II1atreues were waen who ... "ea d1:YOroe4 

, 
!lad "0 41v0r0e4, 1 t is clear that llistreaaes wereetteD womea who 

were at least not J:l.i1hl7 s __ t after ...,. mea ia .tr bJIrponp. 

awette ... 's deacr1,tioa of the Mal.fq mstreu of a lIaropteD. 1n his 

stor:r ItfJ:l.e Eter:nal Peldni.- as a womaa -bora of tile people, _1ther 

pod lIier "auttf'al, aor attracti ... , nor efta 7~ .. ,..t11 pea ia the 

East-70 prolta'll" applied e~ well to the llistresses ot o.r· 

~. WJ:I.sn. huk AustiD, the _1'0 ., Clittordts no'ftl "§I .. '* 
"""i .... Mars that a Jfalq prl would Uke to 11ft wlth Jda .. 

.-..peses that • _t 1Ie -tile lowe8t of _r Jdadll to waat to ..... 

" CGDOerId.DC the periods '-til. 1Ietore and atter the ftrst World War, 
I ltaTe almost no iatormatioa oa the aotual da7-to-d.q relatiOll8ldp 
of Ev;ropeen mea aDd. "1r II1atresses, how mstressea reacted. *a 

. the .. 111 til. whom the, 11 ... d decided to JI8.rI'7 a European 1fOJII8!1, 
aDd. .. t .. came of tbe cl111drea ereateet by these 1I1l1ons. fl1e 
second ., these issues is dealt 111 til. in tile followUC works of 
ficti_. Cllttwcl. e;4811 _lIrdll''''' ....... , efta Perce of 
C1re88taaoee , Jolla ADcu. Ja ~1IIa (:LoIl4oa, 19"), chapter 
12 (Rfta J'ere.-hemed Briu->' ui 1'aGoker. -.ADd JIcmno the fwaia 
SlIall lleet", lHuu ....... ' pp.1"·37. 

70 SwetteaMm, 11111 Ia .. aw, ... ~. 



involved in • illicit relatiOBShip with a ~1_.71 

A Europe. coald DOt simJl7 take as kia mistress a ctrl whtB _ 

found •• pecia117 attractive. In a sto17 .. t in S1Dp.pore in the 1890& 

• E_U&Jl otf'icial who Ui.s to lW/'e awq tile beau.tihl. aristocratic 

K&l.q wif'e of a ~IBd1. IN.s1aeS8lllU1 not oal.7 fails to .10 tile 

_ IN.t also aear17 loses b1s lite.72 In "...ral. ~ ... accepted 

the taot timt it tI'le7 took a Jfal.q _ in oppositi_ to _I' relatives 

deattl or nricms iIQa:r7 1Ii8ltt realt. Pew.,thersd to ,.10 t!l1s t'O the 

test. Sia.oe JIalq WOIIlCUl were e1ose17 sU)lervi.8ect ad sia.oe the7' were 

kept -JBri _ social oocasioaa it was db_1J' ~ for .. IIaD. even 

to b.ow 'Of .. Womatl Rom !le woa:a.4 l.1ke to ..... as bis miBtre .... 

ft&e can et JIJnce ~t aa4 bis JJ'al.q mistrees .Amai was tnIl7 

ezceptiaaal. in tb18 respect. _10 as tM .. 10 ~ate4 ex_pie of' 

relatioas htween a ~ aI1d a Jfalq _110 1. worth eoasUeri. 

in _taU. ADd ttle case illustrates ve17 wen the cl.itfioulties a JIIifUl 

face4 if'" as was l.1ke17. h1a ettorts to ..... a particular woman as his 

mstress were opposed lv' !leI' relati..... In 1909 Loctbart weat to Pata1, 

a .. pone a tew mUes tr. Seremlta:D, to open a ~ estate. ieftU1ag 

1:0. bi. rel. of' _1_ "tile sole representative of' the Jb."1tl8 laj" ta 

the area !le heaD attraote4 to ... Kalqa 11~ near the e.tate U\d 

llade ...,. tr1eade ..... them. 'fhe lead'- JJalq 1a tile .... was 

~tl7 the formal' Dato nau. of' ~i Uj .... 7', who 1In1ted Lockhart 

71 CWt0r4. "GiBa ... lI&1aJIIf, ,.62 .• 

12 w. o. »awe, "AI&ttt", Mia JIIlJDliJ.iI (LcDIou, 1395). See also 
J .. A.S..J., "Iora-A JIal.q fraBeq of the Old Dqa", UIII.Jt NIJ:A, 
at ~r 1922, 011ft Ba1 toa, SUlUd Ja.la.lllt ekapter 6. 

n ~ retera to Jd.a as tlle "de ...... Sultaa". I asaame, _t have 
.... 1ID&'ble to PlI/'O'f'e. that thi. was ~ Tuat .. Dato naa of 
S .... 1 'Ujeac tr. 1880 BtU he was raaoved. trca oft'1ce .,. tlle 
Ir1 tish in 1887. 



to watch a DMMiI at his home. At this tu. Loot:!Iart .. ~. to 

look a1lo1lt at tbe 1fOIllCIiI:n of the reJ'Bl __ bald _GaWIKt he .. _ateet 

aeourel7 _tween the hte n .. end his wite end _GaWIKt the women had 

their heads covered. !o repq the hto 'Dafta's "p1talit,' lioc1dIar1o 

invited kim., his houehold, end the whole viUap to Ida __ for 

another ~... It was OIl Ws occaaioa tlMtt ~t tirst saw .Ama1, 

fta radiant vision of 'brown lovelJl:lesa in a 1tatek ald.rt end a red silk 

coatft. Lockbart, Who had not spoken to a European ....... for O'f'er a 

,.ar end who at the time was steeped in the l"OIII&BCe of the last u 

por~ in Pierre Loti's noftls, W&8 ovel'Wllelae4 &'t'8a ~ lw 1fU 

uaaltle to speak to her. Be lear.ae4 troa the villale beadun tMt Aaai 

was a relati".. of the Dato Ilmaa's ... that she ..... B&1"ri.e4 wt alM.tut 

to 419OrOe her huelland end IIt8nl7' the Dato nana's _in. ft!Jae crew 

does ... 10 lllate vi th the 1d.rd of Paradl_, ft tJae beadun 1fa1"Ded kim., and 

a British police officer advi_d kim. that otJaer WOIIl.ea were- JIIm'e easily 

mad ~.a,- o1lJtaiDed thaD one of 1'07&1 ltlood.. 

Lockbart did not Aowe"I'er 81ve u, his pu.rnS.t of ADlai. With the 

headlllaa's help he contacted an old m14wit. (ldtIal Uv:lac in theD.to 

n ... •• ~ehold who co~ to ADlai ~t'. ~1oa fit love. 

s .. after her divorce Loot:!Iart apia contacted her vi. the help Of 

the he ....... &ad the midwife to a~ fer lwr to rtm a • ., troll the 

ropl ~ld to come to 11ve with him. .Armed with a .ruTSr in 

case their Jlus were _trqed. Lockbart went to the ... tiDe Jtlaoe in 

the ~ •• ADlai came at the appointed hour, and. he led hen:' ott to hi • 

..... lw. It 1fU thea that Leo1dtart had to face the ~s of 

his actions. file l>ato nmaa's wit. came to the troat of his ~ow 

., to tr.r to persu4. ld.m and tJaen to threatea ld.m ato 81"t'1nc up Amai, 

while another relative offered him a beautitul wt lowa,- Malq cirl &8 



a substi ttlte tor .AIIa1 aDi warDed Mm of trouble if he taUe4 to aeeept 

this otter. ill Leakhs.rt· B Bal.a7 tr1ende 4eserte4 Id.m.~ aDd Jd.a CIdaese 

co_ lett _t of fear tJlat tile foo4 Dd.sht "~.. Years later 

LocIdIart wrote tIlat he couidered. cou.vert1ztc to lsl_ W oala the ~ 

of the 1Ialqe. After the,. had 'bfta tocether a few .. the ~ 

_cae eerleul7 ill wi til malaria ad. eftatuaJl.J' was forced to leave 

Ifs.1s.p 1a or4er to restore Ms health. Whea he Tieited Ifal.a:ra ~ 

)"ears later ~ talbd. wi til Aut for a few _ate aDi learned. 

that after Ide d.eparture ... had married a local relili- les.cler.74 

lD.teromedis.r1ea pl."", a e ... at1a1 role 1B he1-. a Ivopea 

to tiad a mtetreu, just as the)" did. 1B BId1DC mer1 tal ~Jlte 1a 

the 'f'81"1_ .Asia COIIIIIa"ttiee.. All 1ate~ woal4 leGate a c1rl who 

wanted. to __ a Jlietrese _d." eTen more im~t17. wft1d. ftDd. out 

w.tiler her relatives screed. with the 1d.ea. Speatd.1t8 of "the IIOre Dative 

States". .. which he meant the Unte4erated. JIalq States aDd the 

precladuatl,. Hal.q parte of the J'.ILS.I' _ c1'ril eenant wrote tIlat 

coaeern tor tile welfare or a 1-17 European _times JfZ'OIIPted. " • 

.Asiatic· to tNI'IBst a 'compaa1on· to relieve tile JIOIlCtear' ... l_lt.a.ee". 75 

A Sel ..... Jfalq .... 1 iater't'1ewed claimed tIlat As1aa ~tee _ 

estate awre _times helped. planters for .... theF wrbd. to t1a4 

Jlietreaees ia tile kope that bJ' perf'ora1lls tJd.a eerriee the,. woal4 pia 

_ ad.Taataae.76 Serraate sometimes acted. as iateromedis.r1e.. "!fIIese 

relatiOlliBlll1ps • • .. -I'ia 88 a ~u transact1_ w1 til the parents 

74 ~,ItIaID..Il J\ Jrii&IIa .Pst (Load •• 19:52). ,..13-26; ilau l.t 1IiLIa, pp.~. 

75 .Blaoltwell, "1falq CurrT' f p.2C1T. 

76 lD.terrtew with 1'&31 Omar b1ll l'ahaU, J:'ebruar7 1m. 
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It 'tlO'Ul4 " sate to S&7 t.t nearq aU 1!Ial.q ~trea __ _ 

from t"uilies T8'J!7 low ill the sec1al Uer~_ Jec~ amtatre8s 

oould do little te 1ItIrt S'Uh a_'a 8001&1 atatu e:B4 IId.Ckt 1a t"aot 

1.m.preve 1t, vld.18 1t woUW. veFl llDq eaa1:d.e _r (aa4 Mr NlatlvH) 

to 11 .. a 11ttle IIiV8 OOIIf'orta1d.J' tu.B aM 1NMI14 otlaem88. n.a tlae 

am witk __ .. 11 .... JI&Z"'r184 a iluaPiUIB __ or Ntire4 te Bri.ta1B 

a aistNas WNall.J' reee1T84 a 1 ...... O't -,.-~ to an 

1Bf"CD'IIaDt who worked t'01" .. of • la:rp anti_ 1taaks 1a Kuala ~, 

_ Ma who ha4 Nt1.n4 to IritaiB .... repJ.ar ,.,...ts ~ • 
lHmk to tI1IlPport their torMr aistN ... . 

Vhea a plaB.ter w.ted. a miIltreas he was --.,Ht to one seveN 

r8atriottoa. It was .. of tlae 1roa laws ot ...... t tdtat 8 plaater 

should. BOt take .. of tke female l ...... a .. Jats .. tate as l\1a 

~tres8. It WB feare4 tbat su.o!l an ~Bt W01Il4 iaTolTe h;I.m too 

a.eeplJ' with hia labourers. po8s1't47 lea4 to t"avow1t1sa, and at!eot 

•• 'liotent ~t 0'1 the .. tate. W'.IIeB a pl.aater 11&8 418 ..... re4 

to .T8 In:'okea ttd.a rule he O81Ild .... t to lose l\1a ~_ IU.aii'd D 

~ .. pI._ter as 8871118 that "0Bly last _til a teUow ott the 

aut .. tate WeBt IIoae for. re .... tbat his iIIIapl_ ha4 __ 1IIl8ued,-, 

whUe &BOther pI._ter sai4 tbat he ha4 bowB -tn • ,..... jut after 

• war hur '01" t1ve .. 88ftt Jlae 1B one 8Mp ~ ot tk18 J.dad of 

.tIler".78 I1lahtlda .... trJ1BC' to oerreot the 1mpraast_ whia .. 

tlil.nPt was pTea __ Fauooa1er 1B his BOTel JIll ..I.II1.1t IIIID tbat 

plaB.ters fNeq 'Iloft'OR4 the v1 ..... of their '.ra.1IU welDa. It ma,. 

however haTe 1Iaeen less a vlo1at10n O't the rule vhea tile _ was not 

OM of the JIa1B .. tate 1 .. force at OOllneoted. vitk • plaBterta 



~ .tatf'. ne aarratorts mistress 1a Dt..JI.'Il.lt 'lil& i. the 

~r's vife, vMle lfIttlle _tlou in M • ..-.1 tlIat Sapkl.a (u he 

calls seofia) -turBed a \\11114 e.,. .. the __ 's wif.. She 414 !lOt, 

pr.ptr~ s~, tem part of the aati:". ,....1 ... 19 !he nle which 

;proM\\!. ted a Jlamter tram takiq a femal. ~ .. kI.s ... eatate 

as a mistress eonta1aed the imJU_ua tbt -_ts atteltt10u 8lIauld. 

.. eoatiDad. to the ..... ot the ."...". platat1 .... 80 1II4ee4, 

aocortiJlc te _ ~t .1t1l a:w14e IIaowledp of .. tates 1D 1Ial.,-a, 

pl._ten eoaetiant arr .... witll tn .... .. ~ a.ip1MNrUW .atat •• 

to aTe :womea em tlw1r .. tates cea& tor ~ nal ts .. 

lDIWPf"n .. llIIIj!II1 ,,_ 11 __ .. 'm . 

~ ... 1wadlatelJ' aner the ftrst WorK V&1" Jl'MU1atiea 

1III4eJAJeat ....,. ~s 1a uta the Straits Settlemeats aa4 the ••.•• s. 

!'he JIleSt i:IIpJrta:a.t of these .. far .. ~ were .... ned vsre the 

demise .t tile •• tdllshe4 Rothela, tile l:aereas1UC tea_.,. of .. a to 

resari tD .. ~ prostiatea, aa4 a ~ e._m ~t ..... real 

fhe E1IrepIaa aa4 ........ ,"thels IDeated 1a the lIalq Street 

area ot ~pue ware alas ... vltkla a spaoe of tift pars. fhe ...... ra-

Mat 01 .......... ~,.... eatlwls abciJrt17 after the _~ of war 1a 

Eure,.~~~ llecaue tile ereat 1IWQor1t7 of the __ 1ft ..... _ 

....... are oitl __ ot OO1Il'itrl_ HatUe te ~t .. itala. ne 

79 lauUe, §1Id1'. Ja 1Ilta. ,.1:58. 

SO JteBri ~:ier, .DII.§IIl.lt "til.. trul:slate4 .. Brie Sutton 
(:Lewlon. 19'1). ,,48. ~1s added. 



OOltiNl...Qeneral 1a 31J:tSe.pora. As a ralMlt ~ the e1 .... ~ -.. 

brGthela·Ev.ropua mea i_ted haa. aenal ftlaU- wi_ .... a Do 

weft referred to all "alT' preati ......... tllq _%ked ia _tela, 

"eati:ac ~e". aDd private ~a ratllsr ... ia ~ k-otMla. 

~ tlIGse with ..... ElIropt ___ ill oatao1: 1IRIft Eu:raai&n, OIt1Bese, 

aDd " .. _daa" (Ifal.q, Ja~ .... etJl:cut ~)........ 'f:hera were 

also a tew Japa.1lCtliJe 1I'GIIeD. .A.f'ter the JaptUlltse ~ were olosed. 

Japa.1lCtliJe lNsiBessmea worJd.nc ill S1 ...... IIa4 ~t ia ... women 

troa their COUDtI7 to serve *- as pis .. , nt u tktJse ... iJQOrted 

ure _ thaD .,. aee4ed. tor thsir ~ ... e'6 the womea became 

presti.tea. Venereal diseue ... -rs 00IIIi0Jl .... all Of the "alT' 

presti.tea with.GIl ~_ Btt.4 1ate~. _t .. rate .... 

Roal._ ....... part1owlar17~. ...... ..... ~1"" __ real 

<li.sease Btt.4 _COIle e:riraordiDari17 pt"eftle .. t. la t 921 ODe aUker! t" 

eati.mated that a1lou.t 40 ptroent of tlIe ~- JOSNlatl_ (pre-b17 

a4ul t malea) had or Btt.4 had. __ ftal diHUe.81 "... J'e&r8 later .. 

rate .. estilllateci tv' 'f'ari0'lllJ e:&pens to _ .~ 25 aM 80 pt:Neat.82 

Aa ROtea. earlier 1a t1dB ehapter. tile ~ .~ .laa4 

.~ .... l"iIIMat aen'allte 1a tbe 7.J(.3. to tracr.-1: ~ p.1"OStl- ~ 

~ rati\er tIIaD to visit recopiud lJrot1lel8. la .. tar u ~ 

ware ooaaerned. relatt0D8 wi_ "k::aowD" pzoosu..tes __ to .. elld. 'I!dlml 

-. ..1'.,.. .. lJrothels were closed ill the latter pari ot 1920 aa4 tile 

~ ot t921 • .u~ tlle l'II8Je:ritJ' ~., __ ill ... ~a 

:re ....... to Japm at tile tII'I'i»c at tile Oeasu.l-c.aeral, a 1arp ~r 

82 ttaeJJOri of ~ Diseaaea Ooaltteett • p.0300. Otker inf'ormat1on 
ill this pancr'aPt is taba f'ra thi8 :report. 



remained. As 'fable 16 shows, there were still m Zapa.neae 1t'GiIleB 1ll 

were the 'tri:Yes of Japaaese p1aBten. __ ~pIlen, and barbera, and a 

tiJQr tew were the mistresses ot European planten, Nt JIiI:aDY were 

brothel-lt$epers and "sly''' prostlt'1ltes. ItYell as the Japanese brothels 

were beila« officially closed in 8elaacor ODe oft1c1alobaerved that 

"the Japanese coftee skope and lodgiWC ..... which aN ta!r::i'.Dc the place 

ot the In-othels are ~tedl7 ebe., brothels ter aU elasses·.'" At 

these hotels and eatiJIC ~s on Petal..1.Jlc Street and alowe Batu Road, 

om planter recalls, "7O'l coald cat leer and almost 8'BI race of a1rl",84 

some ot the prostit'lltes were lapaae_ w.t the ajorit7 were Chinese, 

Si_se, and ...... ot other races. Europeans _t1aI.e8 also rts1 ted 

the less taDC'J' JIala7 brotllels w1d.Gll were scattered about the I'.B.S. 

As !able 18 shows, over halt of tile European un treate4 for venereal 

disease at tlle· Sultan Street CliBic in ;[uala Lumpur in 1927 cla1a&d. 

tilat the,. had contracted tlle 41sease f'ra uterC01l.'rlHt wl til Ralq women. 

Alth~ the rate of venereal disease ..,. llave beea relatively' h1.ctl 

&1IOIIC JIal..,- prostl tutes this fact does indicate that 111101 t _DIal 

relatiOlUJ betweeD aarGpean meD and Kal.a7 1I'OII'I8Jl were falr17 0_. 

If we U8QIIe that the relative severi t7 of venereal disease _ 

prostit&tee of eada race remained fairl,. staUe betwe.a 1927 and 19", 

the taltl • ....,.,d ......,t tMt over tid. period Evopta .. a M4 1 ... 

_Dial eontact wi til Kalq and .Japanese prostl tvlies and creater contact 

with Ch1aeee and e.peoiall7 Slamese prostitutes. Somet1lae d.ur1!tc this 

periN a Siamese brothel was opened on Batu Road. 85 

", .A.otila« 1JIIjer-Seoretar,'. P.K.S., :JO Sep~r 1920, BOO 1654/1920; e_,.,.., .~ on S17 Proatltutlon in Kuala Lumpur". 

84 htoll1DP, "Rubber Plant1D& in Malqa", 1'.42. 

85 lld.4. 



!fABLE 18 

E'fDlCIft OJ' VOJIEJl PRO. WHO. 1UItO:ftUI' .. li 'ftUUBD J.'f DB 

Sl:1L!A.N SfREE! CLIlle COJf.1'R!CfD YDlREAL DISEASE, 1928-19" 

1927 192& 1950 

Chinese ("817") 12.8 19.8 2).6 

Rala:ys 55.2 4'.5 28.7 

Siame8e 6.1 14.' ".5 

Tamils 12.' ".5 5.6 

Japanese 8.4 6.' 4.6 

Eurasia.s - 2.5 1.4 

Europeans - -
Others 5.0 4.6 

TOTAL 99.8 99.9 100.0 

10. of cases 179 2'7 216 

Ssaat' A-... ] i.eporte of the I' ••• S .... ical Depart:lant. 

19" 

27.6 

)0.' 
,6.0 

'.1 

.4 

.4 

2.2 

-100.0 

228 

1Itt, Spaces marked ( ... ) wbere etlmic ca.teeo1'7 not uK 4viDc * ~ar. 



Venereal disease was probably' as OOlllt.m1 ~ Eu.roJISU men 1a 

the P.K.S .. as 1t was B.1Ilcmg men in the Straits Settltlleats. III 1919 a 

doctor who had a private praotice in Xuala I.twapu- said that venereal 

disease "is extremely prevalent at the preaent time" ~ European 

men.86 
As J'1gure 4 shows, the Sultan Street CUn1o, which was opened 

1a 1924, aDd other venereal disease " .. :_at centres in the P.X.S. 

were wen attended 'b7 hropeans. The abarp riae 'betweea 1925 and. 1928 

1a the number treated pro'ba'bl7 d088 not indicate a:rJ,7 s1p1ticant rise 

in the rate of venereal disease 8.1IGDC European Ilea. Inlltead it is 11ke1.7 

that Europeana inoreasiDsly' teB.4ed to ~ .. tain trea1:ment tra ..... :rT.UI9nt 

clinics rather thaD f'ra" doctora 1D printe practice. In each ot the 

y.ars 'betweea 1926 and 19" al1ou.t ...... eventh· ot· all adult European 

males,ia the l.LS. received treataeat f'or.ftnereal disease at a govern

meat olinio. There does not qJp&ar to have ~en a:rJ,7 st1pa attached to 

visits to the Sultan Street Clinic, one planter who had occasion to 

use its tacUi ties reterred to it as the "Sultan Street C11l."". ff1 

hvertheless, an u:okrl.own and perhaps sipd.f'1cant n~r of E'Iilropeans 

who had ,"nereal disease elid not ... treatrlent at pYeJ.":lllll.EtRt clinics. 88 

Between 1927 and 1929 al1ou.t seven IN.ro)lean women were treated at 

cove:rT.Ul9nt clinics tor venereal diaease. III all likelihood these 

womea had contracted the disease from. their huslaands.. 

86 Dr. B. l>q, Juclm:lll Report, Appendix V, p.148. ~ was all authority 
on prostitution and venereal diaea89 in Sel.a:rJBor. 

ff1 lIatchi_, "Ru'b'ber PlantiDg in Mala,..". p.44. A .... "I!J':td.P proportion 
o't Europeans who were treated had pnorrhoea, a less serious torm 
fit venereal diae88e than snhilis but requiriJ2c more prolODPd 
treatllent. Chinese teaded to aeelt treatment onl.I' it the,. were 
afferiDc'trOII sJPld.lis. A_l i11O'~.at-*. l.l.ti· 1tIiit916 
DtWt;mrU (1929), p.114. . 

88 Edi terial, Itfte Social E'f'il", "} 'l ~ 6 Pe1n'uary 19" .. 
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GOVERNMENT CLINICS IN THE FM.S .• 1925-1938. 

(Shaded area shows number treated at Sultan Street Venereal Disease Clinic, 

Kuala lumpur, during years for which separate stati sties are available) 
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SOURCE: Annual Reports of FM.S. Medical Department. 
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Da.r1JIg tM 19208 the gov.:raeBts ot tM straits SettJAmalts uti 

the 1' ••• 3. d •• ptratel,- .oqht wqe of eetrell.1IIc ft_real 1.1 ...... 

E'lIreptau were lty _ .u.s the oal7 pou.p u ~ _ie_ to 'be 

attectM. Ill' ~ various .qerts plaeed the rate of ........ al d.1 •• ase 

tor the popalatlon of 3i_por. as a eo1. at lIetweell 25 and 85 ptrcellt; 

meat of the .. ezperts 'belte ..... tbat tM rate ....... 50 ptrcent.89 

III Britain the VRereal Dise ... Ieplatleu of '9'6 elQO'!lMre4 leoal 

aatker1U .. to .. ta1di.l1 tree ..... ~t1al treat..nt centn •• 9O 

A siMilar poliOJ' was :pa:nue4 112. IIalqa wllsn tlle ~:raellt set ltP 

ftDereal d1s.ase cl1n1es 112. all tl1e llajor Wias. 8iDee tl1e treatmeat 

. of ftDereal Use_ Md ad~ eno~ siDee tl1e tvn .f tM cent'tlry 

_ aaa w ...... atte ... se cl1n1os ooal4 lie furl,- certa112. of 

-s-. cured. o.v.l"l'.I'IIeJlt otticials, doctors ............ ral pal4io 

howeftr _lieftd tkat _re drastic steps 1Ia4 to lie taltell 112. ord.r to 

'briDS' ... nereal di •• ase 'UDder oontrol. In 192' the V.nereal Diseases 

C01Ild ttee, appointed 'by the OoftrBOl" t. report _ "NDereal di.ease in 

3i~. I"eCOtl1lendetl that .M1 Wothels and ,roaUt,,:tes ("8lT' •. as 

well as U.r raatn1lqr fl1m.ownft Cl11Dese Wothe1. and ,roaU,-tes) should 

.. MC1stered, tkat 'brothels sl101Jld lie us1&'De4 t. one part ot th.e oity· 

u the,- had. _ell 'before the war, an4 tllat ,roatitlttea sllould lie retu1red 

to ha .... replar medical .xamiDations.91 In sllort, the cOlllDittee proposed 

a .,.t .. of' state replat10n of presti'-ti_ ftloh .. tar .tricter than 

that .hioll had existed 1Ihen the C_tac1ous Diseases A.ots were 1B torce 

89 "1teport of' VeDereal Di ..... CGIId.ttee", p.C289. 

90 R. 3. Horton, VlatDlll1._ .. , 880Rd _diU_ (P6l11uin Ioob, 
1972). pc.". . 

91 "IeJOFt of' Venereal Disease. CODB1 ttee-, pp.C292-,.. 



1D. Britain. It was maW,- _cavae of ... ir ... neue .fit IlUCk :nplatien 

that aD adrtSOl7 cOJlll'li ttee set up .. tile Co1.oIr1al Oft1ce O~_4 '9'&17 

II~ to tile Ve3Ilereal Di.8e&IIIIS C8II1III:i ttee t s re~ti... !be 

ad.v1SGrJ' CG1IId.ttee alae at~ tile ~ .. ~~. It 

:insisted that the reBUlar e:ntdutie fit :pl"Oetl. __ ..... t ettecti't'e 

1D. pre'ft.~ tile spread. of "_real 41 __ .1-. a WOIIrS!l Bd.Cht cetract 

the 41sease &lid. tra:mmd.t it to .." .. _ton the Use caea for kill' 

exudM.t1oa. 'rke adv18Ol'7 o8ll1lll:i ttH !Mtea4 ~ that all 

lJrotlle1. skOtdd lie cl0ae4 &8 sooa as POSS1~.92 Ia tt29 a M0cm4 

ccma1ttee set llP .. the Co1a1al Ottlce u40rse4 w.a reoemmea4ati .. 9' 

Despite tile oppos1 tin .f J1IiIJ1q' .Iaro;pe:_ .. 1Ie11.,..4 that .ttle1al. 

1a Bri.ta1a faUe4 to "PF80tate .. ce4irtieaa 1a lIalqa dittere4 :trem 

tkese 1a Earepe.94 1ec1alatioa waa paan4 in the Straits Settlements 

1a 1930 aD4 1a tile ".x.s. 1D. ~aD1l&'1f1' ·of • foU .. UW JM1" Dick aa4e 

all ..... ls Ulecal. 

'fl\e lepslatin 414 DOt kRe"r wi .. :pl"Oeti t1lti_ to _ eM. 

In tke ear11' part of 19" a l.!NAD ~ reperter 4is00Yered that 

c1aDiest:ine Foeti t1ltion was flO1ll"iskiD8 1a S1aca:pore. DariDSld. tour 

of the brothels he met ~ Buropeaas-"seme ko~ responsible posi- _ 

tins :in the Coloq!" He also found. that DIal17 Eu.ro;pe:an proatit1ltes 

were vorltiD&' 1a S1nppore. In oriel' to cirCU'l1lVent the law _~ nst 

brotkels the .. 1fOIlte:tl ll't'ed alone O'r Bl8d.e calla on tl3e1r olients.95 



"We • • • think it is diqracefUl". the 1IIA!.IitU1 dee161'\Mlr ..... t 

Buropeu _21 sholild be allowed to practi88 prosU taUon ~ a ~at 

Asiatic population, who are only too apt to jli4p the obaraoter of 

European naUons as a w_1e .... wbat is eDmflitted in 1ad1'ridlUal.a 

here.-96 Except for heM!! "d.reas ..ten- 1I'ho ""'17 ~iona1ly 

Y18ited bal. lA:mt.pwr there Rre no ~ pnJetlt1t.te& in the P.lLS., 

~ white WOIISl'l discovered .. be ..... 4 in pnJet1tut1oa .. qu:lGk17 

deported. Despite .... letrls1aUon the lapm.eae -.. tine houses" 

alcmg Jatu Road. cwmt1n'lled. .. se1"l'& as brothel. dttri.1l8 the 1~. ORe 

of theae houses was part1n1arly _lllc:Dowa .. ~, the 1rOIItU'l 

who !"all 1t .. so trusted tbat sometimes J01IIII'DlI- t1"oIl outstations 

wnld leave their _y in bel!!' oare ~ tll81r Y181 ts to lC'ttala Lumpur. 97 

Al ~ prost1tut1oa .onUmaed, it is ol&er tUt the .tical 

Departllentts oaapaip to reduce the 111C1deaGe fit "nmereal disease was 

IIJllCC8sstul. IB the case of ~-, as f'.I.pre 4 shower thltre Wall a 

A BeW feature of Halayaa soc1al l1fe in the 19308 was the cahrets. 

SeTeral were opened 1B SiDp.porer Pe1l8D8'r aDd Kuala Lumpa;r. IB E'Wlla 

Lusp:ar the 'hkit Dintanc Amusement Parkts cabaret was 'VerT popal,ar with 

the aeDeral population of the town, while EurOpeaDS 1.laUal.ly weat to· 

the CaMret at the Eastern Bot.l. !he main attracUon of the .. 

cahrets was the 4aJlee laostess or "tarl girl". '!'he ma.jor1ty fit the 

daBee hostesses at the Eastern Botel were ChiDese, the rema1Dder were 

E1rrasiaDS aDd other Asian airls. When the music started a man would flO 

96 ff'l'he Socdal EYU", 11111.11&1. , Pe~ 1"'. 
97 O'Graq,"11' Tem SliDe ~ l6t411

, •• 145. 



over to where the atrls were sittinc and ask one of thea to 4aDoe~ 

for each dance he would give the girl a ticket (o_tiDe teA cents) from 

a 'book ot tickets he had paid tor earlier in the eveninc. The taxi 

girl was paid. 'b7 the maaa.ger 'b7 the ~r of tickets alle colleoted. 

duriJ2c the ntsht. One nsitor to the Eaatern htel o1taerve.d that the 

girls were "u:tremelJ' pretq ill a f'ra.g:Ue, OrieDtal nase". WIleD U 

questioned. Ms host a .. t the JZ"O~_ of the ealaaret u was usu:re4 

that the girls were BOt prostitutea. !he Europ:taD8 pre .. at "~ 

came to d8DOe 1d. thout e.'1iJF ulterior aotive. !keJ" 1taew pertectlJ' well 

• • • that e.'1iJF oloae relationsld.p 1d. th 811 Asiatl0 _ would. lie tu 

eqld.va1eat of 800i&1 Ai01de.,,98 IB taot, int ... ts ,." a .. of the .. 

atrls were prosti tuw. 99 lad.eed, this WB perlaaps the lIOBt a1piti

oant Bpeot of relations 'betweea European men and Asian~. A IIIIJl 

oould pa,. to dance with an Asian WOIIIIJl at a cabaret. It vas also 

u.sval.l7 oondoned it he had sexual relations with 811 Asian WOIIIIA. If, 

however, u wished. to appear OJ8nlJ' with 811 Asian ..... and to treat 

ur B he vOtIld. a European WOIIaI1 he _8 1AtIeed. 00IIIIl ttiag "scoW" 

98 Scot.t. lM.a JgjImtl. pp.J6-Yl. 

99 'fhia 1s also Rationed 'b7 lUJ.ey, .ll.1I1;U .llillGllJltl. ,.", 
referriDC' to Eurasian taxi sirls 1D. Si_pore and haa.nc. A. 
detailed aDd ve'q iAterest1:oc a~ of cabaret cirla in St:ocapore 
VB coa4ucted by tias S. E. llicoll-Jonea, "Report 011 the Problem 
of Prosti tGt.1011 in Sir.tpJere", 1941 (lUI) • 



!Ms sta.q laera with the JU'JO" flteS1l'*iRi .. , _ the .. hand, 

re1atic:ms wi thin the EurGpeaa COW"Dt t,- aad, OIl the .tIler, J'8lationa 

between Evopeams am! Asiam. Perllapa .... 1: th18 s~ lias sIIlolal more 

tlIaa ~ else is the importaue fit the lUZ9peaa .~ of 1iring 

tor 't1Ild.erstamliD&' both fit these t.roa4 issue.. S1aoe the British oem

troll •• the adlttaistntioa am! a1aoe thef' Jla7e4 a •• rh".at rele 1ft 

the ~ it is ba:rdl7 aa.rpr1s1Dc that ...,. Bare,... eoCQ1ed h:1ch 

poel tic:ms 1ft .Ifal.qaD soc1et,- am! that ...,. of them theratore e~.,.d 

a relatlTely h:1ch le .. 1 fit coatori. !he ~t potat, howftl.", is, 

to repeat lmersoat • word., "JUtt ... t there are ... Evopeaa. who are 

liYiDg luuriOWtl.J'. lmt that, ~ spesk:i...Da', there are not'Ie Do do 

DOt li.. 1ft that tasldon". iillateftr was 1ft tact the Msis of' Bn tislJ. 

rde 1ft IIalqa, the Iri. tislJ. .... lves laelieved that their rule ¥a8 

-.ed on the respect 1a Qiclll they weft held ..,. • Asia pepalatioa 

ad. tWIt 1a order to preserve this respect all h.roJeaDS slJ.oul.d live 

aMTe a certain staadard. We have seen how at vari_ times d.1u>iDc 

the ,.riod covered 'by this s~ the Br1 tislJ. took steps to ensare that 

this pr1ac1ple was aainta1aecl in practice. :Du:rizIc tlae J'8ers when 

plasters e~o,.d ,reat prospen t,. • staacla.rcl of 11'f'1Dc to Qich 

hroJllll8D.S laelieved the7 must a4here rose. As a result .... nIiI!Il8llt 

sel"f'aBts appealed to the Colonial Office, talt1mateq with RCcess, to 

haTe their salaries iaoreased to a level wtd.ch weald perm1 t them to 

o~ the new standard. Darin&' times of' eccmomic crisis the pvern

ment ~ 1DlfJllJlo,.d IUZ9peana OJ." PTe them J88S_s out of' ~ 

beoaue cleati _te Qi tes were believed to PD" a fr,t'eat threat to British 



prestip. It waa for the Salle reason tlmt .. CO'MJl'lllleDt ~4 

European train drivers from ~ u MOlt U 1 t C&1al4 replaoe tM1I 

wi th Evuiana and Asiau. 

'!'he tact tIlat the Eurepean sta:a.dard or ii.vial Wall .-eral.q 

maintaiDed attecte4 tile whole claarastar of ta ~an 0..,.,1. tJ'. 

Pirst of all, 1 t helped to ahape the 8001&1. ooapoai tio:a ot the 00IIIa'IU.'Ii tJ'. 

By OfteriDc h1atl salaries emplo,ers we_ a1tle to attract En tre the 

mlddle olus of British soclety. !his was parttoular17 :iJlportant in 

• oase or prints empl.,..rs. a" u ~r oepani •• , ai:aoe _t or 

the posi tlOBS Dtch tal' ottere4 ti4 ... t ref[Qlre ..... possessed 

4efi:ai te aoa4amle or prote .. icmal .lIalitin.tias. Sao0:a4, .. European 

studard :ball an eDOJ.'IIlOWI eft •• t - sooial relations. IOet Europeans 

recelftd salaries whieh allowed .. to )'ND"tiolpate ill • s_ BOOla! 

actln ties. 'l'he.-eral 1uiate:ace _ a Eu;repe .. standard :prevented the 

JN1Il_r of "poor whi tes· from iaoreui.. to the point ne.re thel' mpt 

fom a larp and distinct Eu;repean s~lIP. '!'here were of oovse 

800ial divi&ions wi thin the Eu;repean OOI'I'aPi t:r. I. Kuala ~ "there 

Wall U earl:r u ta 1890a a d1stiDotitm _tweea those Europeans wIlo 

lMtlQlWld to the Selaaaor Cl_ and those .. MlQlWld to • more 

esol_i". liake Cl.... l:a faipi.Da there was a sim:llar 4istieti __ tween 

__ 1"8 of the Pe:rak C1 ... and the ... Cl11). '!'he _t iIlportant 

didsi_ within the Bvopean population. hnever, was _tween those 

~ans .. 1»eloapd to .- of the main sooial olu11s and those ... 

did .. t ...... so f.w Bvopeans liftd _low the .-erall7 ac-oepted 

ata:adari. • latter oategor;r wu very small lade.d. While tead.:i.1tC to 

lid n1 lid Be 800ial dlffereaces wi tll1n the European popllation. the Europesn 

stemclard of lin88' oontr1lNted to the aoclal div1si_ 1dd..h ensted 

.. tween hN:ptaD8 and !slana. Onll' a very small proportion of the 



Asian popu.lat1oa e:a.f078d a staadard of 11v1ag _ ~ _ tat e~d 

'by IlGat Europeans. !he d.1ttere:ace in sts:adarn ot li"f'11lc WE ...... r 

DOt the ~ barrier lletweea EuropeUtS sad .A.e1s:as. lacial pre~wUce. 

C1Iltural d.1ttere:aoes, and the tact that tilt Br1t:l.sh .~ ve'l!f' 81°w17 

ad1I1ttH Aai8J18 (and thea ~ Malqa) to h1Cker posltiODs 1:a tke 

COftl'llllEmt senioes also 1apeded s4M£a1 relat1o:as. 

file :ased to a.dMre to a a.rta1:a staNard of li"f'11lc had a creat 

1JI.paot o:a pers<mal _petits of the Europeaa wq ot lite. As aalaries 

improw4 and _ liv1Bg OOBd1tiom llecame mare aultan. ter Ilrropea:a 

womea it lleoame easier tv meJl to lIan"J'. 'lilut 'bo. the COftl!'mllleDt and 

private empl078rs took ate,. to eDll1il21S that me- tid DOt 1I&r17 lletore 

the7 were able to ~ their wives i:a the eQeOted _r. Since 

aost mea did DOt ~ _til theJ' were .... t thirtJ' ,.&1'8 old, aJld si:aoe 

tare were few W'IIIal"l"ied Europesa woaea in !Ial.qa, _n cont1mled to 

outma"ber womeD evea dviltS the 1:aterwar ,.ars. I t was Jal't17 ter this 

reasea that Europea:a womea in .1.,.. were treated •• IIW:Jk ereater 

tletereDOe 1t7 their meatolk thaD were WCBIl$B 1a Br1 ta.1a.. Al." men 
CMltmm.1Mtred womea., the cJ.Iaraoter or the ~ .~t7 .... BOt 

ohaBged _ the athdn1o:a of ~opeaa WOMD .... 1:ate~. A 

.. II11cht have Ulloi t senal relatiou with aD Aaia:a ~ 'lilut it he 

slWwed ta sliPtest 1:ateation of ~ a acm-lu.ropeaa he was l1ke17 

to lose his jo'. Indeed, the II&Jl who married tm Aaia:a WOiISJl a.ad Goa

t1mle4 to 11ve 1n Mal.,. WM -ual.l7 descri~ as ha~ "gone _tive"; 

he _. 1:a short, .. 1.cmcer acoepted as a __ 1Mtr or the Europeaa 

00DIUB1t7. 

This st1aq has also ~t out ta _'ivaleat relaUouhip 

Europeeu Ila.d wita Kalqa. We have seea verr olear17 that Europea:as 

did BOt ftprd Mal.,.. as "home". lIIost mea "be... tair careers ia Mal..,.a 



• 
Wbell ~y weM in tkeir early tweaties, they tOUlltll wi.,.. i. ~,., aDd, 

largely ~ of heliefs "u:t the effee. of the tre,losl el!aate 

OIl EUro:peau, theY retaraed to EllroJe JeriodioallJ' - leaYe. fteJ' 

seat their old.ldrea to Iri taill to he edu:oated, aa4 ..." 8J81lt their 

retiremellta in Britaia. Dari .. ~ir :rears ia Mal..,. they e~oyed 

sooWactiviti .. that were to he toad in Irltildl &ee18tr', read British 

Il8wspaJers, and claae1y tollowed eveats 1a Brltat:a. .,. RildiBc 11111 

statiOll8 tal' evell tried to J.l'8-8ftate the oltute of their bellelaDd. 

At tile .... time, the auo:peau WlI'e .aapt .... their .,.ri .... in 

Jfal..,.. HoBt h2"0:pe_ were alJle to ~ ald.Per.~ 0'1 li'd .. 

tan would ha've heell ~c_ it tIle7 lIad _maiJl.eCl 1a 1r1 ta.iD. 'or 
II812J' reasoas, DOt the least ot which waa this ~ ata:a4ard of liv1Dc. 

tkeir 8OOi81 lif. waa it ~ JtOre active aa4 varied t1la.n that which 

the7 ltI'Gtlld have ... alJl. to .Dj. ill their laomelaDd. Jtor.O'ftr, aost 

EuH,._ ia JIala78 were able to EtDrcise far peatEtr authorlt7 thaD 

was ~ .serc1sed __ ,..pl. of s1a11ar aoc1al kclqp:tOlmi wit1l1D 

Drltiah aoci.t,.. SooIl at't.r his arrival a :hropeaD fI.'d.*l7 'became W1ed 

to hetae "a white JI8D 8.1ItOJIII!It a creat IIlaBf' _tlves".' !he atUtla4es 

am4 _1lav1ow:- ot Evo:peaas were proto'tllld17 atteete4 .... tke taet that 

thq were _astut1)r aware of tkeir posi ti_ ill ~ aociet,. aM 

were ottell very OOllC81"!led a1lo1lt how the7 were heille preeeived '" AsiaDS. 

"!we ED«lhmaell •. 0D8 lwre " cme at hoIle," cOBIeated cme Dell obsel"ftr 

of his tenow lJaro:pea:as. "aiPt eas117 be men .t different raM. 

~, &. rell.rtoD se d.1fferellt is their O1ltleek a be1lav1ow:-."2 

!his ... perhaps aa .... ratiOD, but i t ~ us that Ifalqa had 

1 "a.Dber Planttae ill Halaya", PlIIDE. 17 (1aD'U8l!7 ''''), 18. 

2 Letters of P. Sallluel, , »eeember 19". 
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at 14ut U gHat u impaot em the Europea.u u the;r :Iita4 ... lfala,a. 

J'1Ba117, this studJr has shown that social ~laU ___ _ 

Europea.u aad As1a.u 1n the 1I'ed.er .. :ted Jfalq states _" lMt seen apSut 

.., ~UDl of pol 1 tical ad ~c ~lat10ft1h1ps. Betore alNat 

1900 the ecoUlQ' waa alJaost e:utlre17 111. ClWmsa heada, aad :Brita. 

ott1cials re11.4 on the aslp of the Oapi tan Old.a ... other Asian leaders 

a «OT&~ the Asla popal.atiem. Ia S.l ....... , as. we J:itave saen,. social 

:relations lIetween the Britl0 &ad As1aa l.aders were 1"&1.1"17 CealOll 

lmder tiles. c1rcastances. As Earopeu IdJ:Iers &ad plaaters -eaa to 

gaiD a l'IUClil larger share of the export ecoUlQ' &ad as • JOftrn:taent 

begaD to ru.le til. OlWmae aore 41rectl;r, such relat1 __ came less 

:frequent, despite tae fact taat _C&'\il8$ of the adTanc.e of E1lc1ish 

edu.cation the cu.ltu.:ral gap __ .n Europeans aDd Asians was lMtcGIId.Dg 

less pronounced. leftrtheless, .Asian leaders retained couiderable 

1nflueac.e. ad Europeans, particularly those DO ada1n1stered the goftI'1l

ment, did not wish to jeopardise the good will which the;r lMtlieftd 

existed between themselfts &ad Asians. We haft seell how 111. 1905 -leaders 

froa all th. main Asian comtlUJli ties coa'td.a.e4 to brUte about an eDd to 

racial segHgation on the railwa;ys, aDd how ia. 19" As1aa. lea4ers 

(thouch aa1nl;r Ohia.ese and Christian IDdians ia. tBis case) succeeded 

ill ha"ViD&' the European KGspi tal opea.ed to :r:t.OD-Ettropean patients. 

Al thou,h wishi1'l8 to maintain a pablic imap of cordiali t:r, Europeans 

di4 a.ot seek ezteuive social relations with AslMB. Europeans 

wished to relax in the compaq of people ot s1aUar 'backa'rolmd and 

aterests. .,. excludi1'l8 non-Europeans the;r did not haft to worr;r 

whether the7 were beha'V'1.ll8 a such a wq as to aaintain their prestige 

in Asian e,..s. A few Asians did howeftr participate in European social 

actinties. W. have s.ea. how durirsg the ia.terwar ;rears ~ Rulers, 



Bal.qs in tM Mala)"aD Cirtl Service, aDd a few otMr ""1"1' ~at 

~opeans took part in such actirt ties. Ia tM Un:f'ede __ 4 Jf.ral.ar' 

States, .ere Hal.tqs retaiJl.ed aa!pUicant Nle in adJd:aiateriac their 

states, tM soo1al 41rtsion \)etween Europeans and Asiaas was less pro-

BOunced than it was in tM F.Jl.S. Ia short, ~ staq Us IIlI.oa tJIlat 

al~ tMre was a stronc teadoo~ .... Bwl.'epe .. tewaris rao1al 

ezclusiveness tM relative 1aportance ot .A8ians in tile pel1tioal 8Ild. 

eOODGll1c spheres influenced tile _ ... t to 'Ifll1eh this exclusiveness was 

The European w87 or life in Malqa as 1 t has 1»eD descn\)ed iD 

these paps came to an abrupt end ear~ in 1942 WheD British forces 

surrendered to tM Japanese at Sineapere. The Br1tish could DO loacer 

thiDk of themselves as the pard,ians of Kal.tqats peoples. "One JrD&l1 

came to me as I was blowine up petrol pulIpS," said one &'O'f'erD1ll8nt 

eDg1Deer, who was destro~UB materials which m1ckt be used b7 the 

advanoiDB Japanese, "and asked: 'Does this mean that our protectors 

are desertlDB us?- I coul4n't look him iD the face.'" For the Europeans 

who 11 .... d iD ~qa the fall of Singapore was DOt onl7 a peat mili taI7 

defeat, aDd often the cause of personal suffenUB. but also a J:mmiliat

lDB blow to the prestige which tile7 so cherished. ObservillC tJIlat tew 

Asians helped to resist tM Japanese invasion, some Europeans even 

\)egan to wonder wMtiler tMir prestige had ever been as hi£fh as the7 

had ~d. A few went so far as to ezplain the British defeat as 

iD part tM result of what the~ rep.rded as the decadent W87 of life 

Europeans laad wen leadiDB and their failure to mb: 8OOia~ with 
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Asians.4 Others hoped that onee the Japanese were defeated the7 would 

be able to redeem themselves in Asian e~s. In 1945 the British did 

return to &'f)Tem 1Ifal.qa, 'btIt the7 fOlmd tJlat its :people are BOt 

prepared to accept the1r rule for an indetin1 te period. In 1957 the 

Bri tisD. relinquished their control over all of 1Ial..,.. except tor the 

islaad of SiucapQre. The transfer of power to 11 tIal..,... ...... raaeat 

did BOt 1maedil1te17 c~ all aspects of the lite o'f Eurepeaa (. 

then 1ne1ll41nc more and more .Americans), 5 'but 1 t eD:S1lred the. t the,. 

wmald Dever aaa1n oomtpy the 8_ pesi tion in I'a.1.qan soc1et7 tMt 

the7 bd before 1942. 

4 See. fer RaIIp1e, E. L Glover, la 12.!lu:1. (London., 1949), ]9.24-25. 
Glover was edt tor of the IIl'D T,£iiBrj'liifore the Pacific War. 

5 See l.esli. H. P&lm1er, "Cha.Dc11lc Oatpstsl 'fhe W.stem CGrIDI.UD.1ties 
in Sfttheast Asia", lilt. ilUo, 47 {M'areh 1958), 405-15. 



.APPUDU 1 

1IUJim!r BilBl'.EJ,fR'l fB LAST WlIID RAId DIS!rRlC!r OWIClm 

Ia the J9arB jut after the I'1rst World War there were of'te 

complaiDts __ both otfic1al1J ad otllers allerat the ....,. in whick the 

poai ti_ o:r • District Otticers bad ~d ~ tile f'Ol."IIl8.ti_ of 

the Pedented JIal.q states. SiaGe about 1'900, 1t was aaaerted, the 

District Officer !tad btEc steatU.lF loa1llc h1a tradlt1aaa1 alltkoriV to 

the aHidenta ad the oNicia1a in tile federal secretariat in Kuala 

l'.aIpI:r. A ... of SOftrD1lll8;ftt replatiou DOW ~ the 1)18trict 

Of'f'icer to refer the moet trivial _ttera to :tWI ottic1a1 .... 1"1ora. 

Jeoaaae the Dis trict Officer was 80 Gecv."ed dealire vi til the -tiJ:as 

pil_ O'l corresp:mdtmee be WU DO It:mpr tree to ream aboat 1Wt d18trict 

pttiRe to lalGw the ,.071e. heariDa ..... t their proltle .. aDd aol'riDc 

them as _st he C8tIld on the spot, aDd ezp1a1ni. covel'DllDllt policies. 

In sJ3Drt,. 1 twas 81"_d, District Otticera tmtl theretwe the ..... rBll\ellt 

tor wJd.eh the,. were the local represellt&tives-were lesire touch with 

the people in tile districts. 

i'Id.s new of the V&7 in which the role of District Officers had 

cJit&»ced was a SOII'Iewhat s1apl1tied ORe. As noted in Chapter,. the growth 

of t1Ie COftrBll\eBt ~ and, etual.l7 important, the crowth of 

European social life had already __ the 1890s pse a 1 .. W&7 to 

cuttiDC Distriot Officers ott from the people in their 4iatriets • 

• verthelees. in the 19208 the celltwi$Sati_ which had ta'tell :place 

since • t1lrn 01' the celltur,v was seell as the main 0&1lS8 o:r the loss 

of catact between District Of'f'icers and the popdati_ in their 

districts. In 1922 the Distriot Otficer 01' nnta, Beadon Prost, made 



an impassloneel plea to the RebeJl.d.mleat COJI1I1salft ttD: d:eoelltral1u.tlon. 

Ie cla1ll$d. that aa elalJorate Are ....... ha4 'beea lAdl:" 1Ip wIld.-lRd.teel 

Ieo)'le- 18 ooaaeroe. Idyd ... aad pJ.aatl'OC an4 al.H .8tentaeel 

ChiasM, but _t the great usa of .A81aas, (8)'IeC1all.7 tIIa JIsl.qa. 'lhe 

"avence Asiatlc", cla1me4 Prost, "tk1JIka a sreat Mal of tile )'Iel'8Onall ty' 

ot tIIa ottlcer with wJaom _ has 41rectcle.U,_ an4 _Il prefers that 

Use of't1cer dall Ile altle to 4eal with his )Jarti..:lar _laesa at ftCe 

eftB. tJIDuP lt 'be 18 a ~ aB.cl rea47 ~ rather thaD. • pat to 

Use troaltle ot 00B.t01'll1llc to a ".1" of rel'l1atlfts will_ .,. • ftr.J' 

ezceUeB.t 11l their 'tIq' but will. lie 4ce8 _t 1U'.I4erstaB.cl .. oare alMntt 

1B. tlt.e least". 1 .n~ the _Ilers of Use c~ aareeel wi til 

I'.roat that the role .1' Use J)istrict Otticer, "tIIa dil'eot 11* 'betweB. 

CIoftftlllEl.t .... * JI!EIOPle", sIu:JuU ,. atreactlt.e .... , _ ...... was a4e 

as .,. .re ~e to SMw that this WCNl4 kelp to reel .. IO'nftlllElat 

ape~. 2 IB. 19,2 the J'e4eratecl ~q' Statea iebe .... t COlllliulft 

was apia to ar.- the _e4 to at .... »istrlet otftcers greater powen 

.. that the,. weald 'be 188a burcleaeel wl't1l ef'tlce nrlt an4 thwiJ tree to 

roam ..... t *11" 41strlets.' 

Aecorti.. to J'.r8st, 1 t was eaMB.tlal to reatore powen to the 

Distrlot Ottlcers, 1Rlt 1 twas alreaq 1.m.poa:slW.e to reta.n "to the 

patrlU'OJla1 tom of ao .... ftIIlEI.t· will_ oace edatect. III tke 19208 there 

was ... Mstr10t Oftleer no dlel rtJle Ma distrlot as a patr1arc!:t an4 

1 ~t to O"uioa, 29 ~t 1922. 1B..D& liI.JU .II~ at.at. . Bem.-., ~SIJII1I,1G (Feural COU11Cl1 Paper h. 1 of 19~), p.24. 

2 1IIS!.It IIm~ C~, p.8, EaereeB., 1IliD&i,. pp.158-59. 

, IIlIEl "'. ~ IMK SUS. t.mllitl&lld 2ajISG ( .... ial c __ · Paptr 10. ,1 of 19'2 , ,.25. 



with a ~ld.e degree of iajepende:ace hom the l.eei •• * .... .. 
offioials i. ~uala L1JIII.P.U"" ftd.e was Itu.lIert ltukel.,. of' 1Jpper Parak, 

of tea ref.~tl to as the tt~tl U .. at Upper h .... or the ~ 

of Orik"" 1Ial:lke IICNIt offioiale. wJIo IlOVetl troa ... JU't of .lap to 

aaetker as the,. were proaetetl Oil' temperarU:r fillet ,..te of other 

offioial. who were awq oa leaft, .rkel.,. epeat --17 an of h1a lOll&' 

penod 1ra lfal.qa 111 •• tlbtriot. tis firet ,..1 U_ 111 JIalap was 

I_peeter of Poll_ 111 the D1a41_ 111 tlli. III 1889 he ~, the 

Perst Civil Sem. .. , ani 111 t8l1 he ..... etaU'" ira .,per Parat for 

the fint t1m &114 .. 1"'Mtl there fW slIoJ't peri .. aatU 1902. Ia 190' 

he .. promoWcl ....... M.atriot Oftioer of the tapoJ'tat n .. Metrict 

111 SelaD&'OZO. wt 111 the t'oll~ J8U' he re~d te V.,.r Perak. 

hoept hr M1"'I'ioe as a Captaira b the I'oroe._~ RqtJIe .. t du:ri .. 

the ftnt Warid War, lerkele7 rema1aed ira his district Dtil hi. retiN

_ .. t 111 1926 at the ace of aut7-two. severa J'eara ~. the ace at 

whicll meat Offic:Lala retire4. DDi.Ds' his para 111 I'Jper Parat BerDl.,. 

came te reprd. it -ldta. tiatrict. Vhera J. S. W. Rei4, who wrote a 

Mort wt vi'ri.d pictu.re of .rkele;y's 1"lIle, uri .. , ira the tist:rict ira 

1922 he _ttced tllat the District Off1oe peoas each'Hn lIa l.ar&e 

c1rcmlar al1Yer ~ coat&t.i. the f:t.p.re of _ "l.,..t • • • aDd 

the _tie '~oll l»ml1l'1I, Berkttlq had adoptM this as the tistr1.ct 

..... , and he .... tale s_ '.stea .. the rest lito'tIse dishes aa.d _ bis 

persoaal DOtepaper.4 

4 Reid, "LI.", memories of Hubert Berkele,., writ __ ill 1959 (lUI). 
p.t I persoaal c_micattoa from Mr. E. C. O. Barrett, 4 .1 ... 1913 • 
... .IJm1118

, -aaiItC -eo SlGWlT', was a commaad ... d 1a haadU.D&' 
81e,...ts. Persoul COIIII1IIdcatl_ from Ifr. J. Iaaes mner, 
, Se,tem_r 1974. 



'" 
Kost of • IIt&I'Q' aaeo4etea alMtat Itt .. le,. rslatecl. '- 1;8 c_tempt 

he ke4 for )da off!.eial s1QGr!.ors .... IIl!.s efforts '- MiataUl Ms 

1ad.epa.4tulce fX'om tMa. Be JIa4 a ....ror~ -~ wl'd.-" a~ 
,- .. ,... official Do sen" .... r ~ _4eeor&:t.d witk fJOft:nt\w 

Milt miatlte papers aa4 :t.DI1tr11ott_ ... ldd.eIl he .. wit:t._ 1:lawq 

COIIID1eftts. 5 ~ to .. papalul7-teU at.7. he .... wated • 

vis!.t of .. k1P offic1al ..,. ~ a peas tree fell" acroea the 

:read '- Qrlk. ~ d.v!.Jac tile rice 8heriap wb:I.ck 080U.1"red eort17 

after tile J'!.rst World. War. ~q ~ to .....,.1"&t. with a ".1'&1 

pl_ .. !lew rice 8'QPliB8 ~ .. ti8trilMted.. he .. allowed to 

orcau- the d.!.8tr!.lNt1Ga ~r he 'tf18hed. wi ta11l Jd.s .. tiatrict.6 

»vu • tich 0-"881 .. 1' d.urUtc' Ittrbl.,.·s lut ~ in Upper Perak. 

su ~ twdll ...... , later~""'" taat lHfIel.e" "bad acq\11red 

a JIGS! tie of alILoet 1'O1'&l 8llItker1t7 ad 1ad.epall4eaoetf • 
7 

Ittralers relative !.ad.epead.e-. - mad. ,...!.'bJ.e aot olll,. ...,. 

1;118 force of 1Il!.8 olBracter _t also 'b7 the aa1mre ot Me d.1atrict. It 

was ODe of tile d.istricts least affec:t.d ..". the peat Hcmom1o and sooi&1 

ohups tald.ac place ill Kala7a. lJoth laeC&\1S8 Berkel.,. d.iaoO\U'alfHl a1JiT 

nck ~s aDd lMtBaUlMt the ti8trict oU.rM little attraotioa to 

ilmNltors. In area l1pper Peru wu marl,. as l.arce as the state of 

Sel ...... _t its papulat1Ga was about __ twentieth taat of SelaJlCOr. 

SliCht17 are ttw:t taree-fiftbs of this sparse populatia were Ral.qe, 

1D. Se~ ~_t oftr __ fifth of the populatia were Ial.qs. III 

the _tire tiatrict there were, at the time of • 1921 e8nsas, tml1' 

5 m .... ll. fIJtal.a7 CurrT'. ,.86. 

6 p. s. PJtpiok. in Biograpllical liotes 011 Berkel.,.. 

7 GuUleard.. ZiiJial!'1B4 Rt92£S1 (Load_, 19'7), p.1~. 



tweB~ve E'tIrepeaIJII, of wboll all _t t ... ve __ .~8 Ia 1922· • 

0Dl.7 EtI:I'epe_ 1i'Viae ill Or:ik 1Msi~a le:rkeleJ' ami hid ve_ • 

fJUZ'V8J'V aad an .~r, _tk of .. ve_ of tea -.,. - -.. .$le7 

&'V01tI84 paper 1I'Ork a _oil .. peasU4., _t of tile little .. t .. 4.d 

to _ ... was left t. b:Ut HelaI' _l8 .. t ad tile o1d..f elelk.9 

lfaiDl,. _Oa1I&M tt." are .cmlJ' • few adJ._ of .... , Berkele7 

alJIost .... 1' traftlle4 ... ear whU._ ill 1I1s tistriet. IDatea4 ae 
"11e4 _ his lloraes ami e1_,..._. At tae :nar of his two-store71louse 

__ staltl .. aad ~ va ... l.,...t l_i. platforL El.-,ts 

ocOSJU4 an importaat pa:rtf6 le:SeleY's life. 0. .... A.1faJIC Pa4aDg 

:nceived. OGIISidera1lle .tteatiOB ill le:zkelq'a d.1alw dui. & week ill 

190'1: 

.!IDa 1&1 J.waBc 1' ••• tlIrows 0lIe ... at 
, P.L and Imrts him -d17. Vaable 
t. pt A. Pa4amc 

IlESJi 11: Out after Awane PadaDc all • 
m~ 

IN':- 15: O'I1:t all dq after A .... p ...... 

.lliESll 1 g: O\lt atter Pa4.anc 

II£ch 1 Ss ••• A:waDg Padaag O81Ifrht 10 

• • 

le:rkele7 took loac 3oume1'S through his dl8triot OIl ele)Jl:laut8, a well 

88 .. llorae and. 'boat, and OIl oeremomal occaaioaa at the· J:"07al cap!. tal 

of bal.. KaacBar - brought hi8 elephaat8 down from Or:ik. 

In hi8 life at Or:ik le:lble7 followed a le18\lre17 rollti_. Like 

Bvcb Low, tM Resloat of Perak when he first came to Ifalqa, le:.el67 

en,3o,ed • ~ of U!l1:181Ial pets; _8ide8 a Siamese cat, 1le 1la4 an 

9 Rett, ".B.", p.1. 



otter and two wab-wahe. Be cot milk tra lIl_ .,..... 1'a1M4 ahiMl' tOl' 

meat, and l:&ad bis OWD pad.! field. DresM4 ill a aar~ and ~u he 

~d..d once or trice a welt ill b1a ~e oarriap to hot 8~ 

a tev miles .. taide Grllt wbere he H4 1Mil t a sJ:tallow .. at ))001 and 

chaDCi1JC lmt. It A. JIalq s709 &ad 411'0011. sat OR the dickel' and of tell two 

or three of b18 retaiurs' childrea aJaared the _at -eat with bia."t1 

Chrietm.u was the h:iP J'Oillt of the .,.&1'. Ia:rble,. iDvited old tr1eJ'lds 

to stq with him &ad iBvited the looal J'OpalatiO'n to take part ill the 

festivities. lIulldreds of l'8o:ple &l'l'i'9'6d tor the feast JII."O"rided at 

Be:rble,.ts (01' perhaps the go'NJ'IIIleat*'s) e:pell8e. Ill. the af'teraoou. 

there 1fftld 'be cookt1Pt:l1JC em the lawn .. ts~de the llouae. allCl ill the 

evelli1JC' l.arp Jl\IIIl)ers of I'alqa watched tiD IMI9I &;!~. At other 

tilllts of the Je&r Berkel.,. 1fftl4 alao hire a ullll tor W&7UC :tuU t 

pert~. and lie frequat17 wataed lU!llaUws .. 12 

It was of tea said taat lerkelq lmev the ,lees and life histories 

of Bearl,. all the :l.Bhalt1 tants of' his diatriot. IllOluded ill b1s 

diaries are detailed ce_alos!ea of' iml'Ol'taat families and a a_Jot 

biato17. a~nt17 Used Oll int01"matiOll _Yen to hill ... looall'al.a,p, 

of S1e's claim to the aor1ibe1'l'l l'Ut of the Perak River valle,._ 

Berate,. was aot 0Dl.7 an obaerYel' .f Ms distriot ltut alao pe~ 

involved. Ill. 1918 he recorded in his d1aJ7: 

.&I'of poor Hinat. death. .r JIOther died 
in 1904-her fatbsr a 78&1' 1tetore at Suapitam. 
Oa fa,...'a death 3ul.7 1906 abe 0UI8 to me 



ap4 10 • married Hawi Oct 1910. ~ little 
boys.i:5 

In a wUl he wrote in 1907, jut 'before BOilIC into the aospi tal for an 

operat1on~ he lett $1000 to ~ wet-rice laDd for a .,. and a girl, 

Sari aDd ltesOlL, and $200 for a WOI!IIlUI Jlt:III.e4 BelUla.
'

4- Berkele,.'. diaries 

do not reveal whether Selama was his mismas aDd Sari and lte_ his 

cbil4ren~ hut thia must 'be Q:ODSidered a stroD&' posai1d.l1t7. Later the 

same ,.ar Berkele,. arranaed Sari 'a we4di.. for wJa1oJ1 various local 

1Dd1viduals and groups presented several IN.lls and lmffaloes. '5 

'rhe actual 8DV8rn1Dg of tl)per PGrak wu carried ov.t with the 

least J08si'ble formalit7. Reid recalls ac~ Jemele,. on one 

ocoasion as he covered his district: 

'1r8re would 'be a land suooes8ia cue to hear. 
a oivil .. lei ~ disp&te ... seTUe. 
some small irriBatiOB scheme te iaapeot, 
........ ioul.17 ~ats to - .... fer aD 
advance to cover the oost of maintA1aia« and 
trainhlC a Mw17 oa~ ,.... elepJlaat. Jr.1IiI' 16 
lfa.la7 passed on the wq would 'be spoken to ••• 

In sovern1nc bis district Berkele,. did wbat he thoQaht vas correot and 

jut ft.r than followin&' set rules. Earl,. in bis career, as a 

mac1strate in lope., Jerkele,. i. said to kaYe added a oivil case in 

which tlJere was a creat deal of conf1icti. evidence 10' ruliJIC in 

tavour of the winner of a tuc of war contest 'between the two sides.'7 

!let surprisi1lC17, Berkele,. hated lawyers and diseouraca4 thea from 

" 1&1:'kele,. Diaries, h. " p.162. 

14 'rhe will, dated 28 J'e~~ is eaclosed in Jemle,. Diaries, !le. ,2. 

15 Jemie,. Diaries, !le. 2, pp.145-46. 

16 Rei", "11.1.", p.'. 
17 • __ ale, I'.I.IiIf"'Il", •• .!Ui III .. , ".24-25. !here are several 

verat.. of this sto17, 'but Ja:endale olaimed to have cl!eoked his 
w1t1l .rkele7 (p.22). 



enteriDs hi. distriot. '8 
It bas _ea ~sted ibat 1U'Il.ilce iD tile .. e fit ~f 

Bertele7's eqW.17 se1¢orial Fede0$8BOr in 'ipprr :hI'., lexbl.,.·s 

800&Dtrioi ties aroued. peat interest and 1Mre tlle au"eot ot Rl.llil&eI'OUS 

stories heoause, ualike 13o'UOlo, he oaae t'rolIa wa ft17 ~t and 

weU-oomleCted Enclish or lrisll tBllilJ'" .. 19 Ia.deed., Bertele7 belonced 

to an aristocratio Roam CatlloUo Wctroestersb1re taldl;n lli tatJler 

was a descendant or the sutJ1 kroa Bertele,., and his motller was a 

<1.alJCkter at tl» third Earl ot JCnmare.2O Su.o1l a ~ JItq' haft 

Jlelped Idm to .ret a1f8'1' witll -iBc ... eeoatrio, but, epal.17 important, 

Bertele,. 00lU1_4 eooentrioit;r wttJ1 a oomplete lack 0'1 _\)1t1= to be 

~n else but in Upper Perak, adistriot wilen }ds ectOe:atric1 ties 

did aot clash wi til tl» deMads 0'1 eccmomio deftlo:plle:at. Berke1e,. was 

BOt 'o:a1.T tolerated but p:.md.:ae17 admired 'D7 JIldQ'" l!Mropeau. He l"'Ul.ed

as hest he oould si:aoe the 'bve~ in Tai,inc and JCwLLa lAuapur could 

BOt De oomplete17 ipored-as a white rajall in a dIq wilen sua t1stu'es 

appeared onl,. on tl» J8S8s of C=radts aevels. AD4 at a time ... 

the position 0'1 the District Officer was reoeidDC seriou consideratio:a' 

Berkele,. FO"""l1' represented. to Jl8.1lJ' tile ideal Distriot otticer, 

eurois1DC a olose :patemal oo:atrol over the Halqs in }ds d.1striot. 

In 1926 ._rt lerkele,. returned to Ena'land to lead the lite or 

a ommt17 pntleJI8.B. Twice a week he rode to the 1l0U'Dds., eft17 rear 
he went to the Derby. and. tor ~ ;rears he serftd. o:a various OOUlV 

oomm.1ttees. In ... 1f&1'8 J1e li"9'ed in the ... Jl8.nner as he Md at Qrik. 



He raised cows, sheep, and poultry and lIN" Ms own vesetables and fnd.t, 

and he continued to travel 'by horse as llUeh as he could. Short17 

after the fall of Sinpp0r9 he 41ed.. ~ ___ arted at Britain's failure 

to proteot the people of Jlala1a. 21 



OIl the rdpt of ~ AprU 19U, If. svmtq. lire. BtUl ProwUack, 

wife of the acUDc headM.ter of the V1ctoria Iutt tati_ ill Euala 

Lumpur, s1Dt William Stewar4 repeate417 _til all au cJ&alillen of her 

revolver were eJRPt7. flIea her bwl1aaa4, trteaas, aad the police arrived. 

OIl the socme .... Proadl.eek sat4 tIMlt Steward. :bad. trte4 to rape her • 

.... of Stewar4'. noleat 4eat'll cauae4 a euat:1_ ..... Europeau ill 

lfBl.,.. Pol" JII.OfttU the k1lllllC, lire. P:nmd.leek'. trial, aa4 ~_at 

eveats were the maia topte of ccmveraat:1oa ill ol1l1ta t~O\lt the 

perdnsula. After a risit to I'al.a1a elevea 16&1'8 later V. Somerset 

~ WNCl t'Ile case u the .. is for -!he Letter-, tbe _et kftown of 

Me short .torie. with a :Ial.apIl settlDc.1 ~ alao wrote a etace 

venioa of -!De Letterll , &D4 ill 1940 the story W&8 made iIlto a film 

starrlDc :Bette Dans. rue Appen4:1% recOUDta, a. well as contea.;OrU7 

Be.spaper reports and. ottie:1al record.a pel'ld. t, the events _ wklcll 

2 ....... story i. baBe4. !lie actul cue is of iIltereat for two reasons. 

ftrst, Heapem'. story 4:1ffere from the act&al eveats ill IIaII7 reepeeta. 

To take jut a !Id.Dor eDllple, •• tor,r baa the emUc •• tt:ll.W of If. 

1 ..... , ~t'. ~$ SaQII, II, 4~56. The stol7 W&8 fint 
puhl.iahed ill 924. While v1.1 tlDs Euala Lumpur ..... wu the suest 
of E. A. S. Waaner , oae of KnI. Proudleek's eoaael. ill the trial. 
Peneaal commmrteation from Dr. B. A. L. Wa.p.er, 11 .T'tIl7 1m. 
Dr. Vaper is I. A. S. Waper's aephew. 

2 Ezoept where otherwise stated. t:tds aeeoat is baaed OD report. ill 
• I6lIIJIU.. 24 AprU, 1 and , Mtq, 7 to 10 and 12 to 16 .Tune 1911, 
aad the tra:aBor1pt of the trial ellClose4 ill ~ to Seere:t&ry' of 
State, 00Df14eat1al of 11 Jul.,- 1911, co 213/374. 



provide. a valua1tJ.e ,limpee 1&to lJ\IroJeaa sooiev at tbe t1ae. ~ 

the trial _peats of :people'. lives WN Nvealei wld.oh. lII1I.der nol!'IIal 

ciro'aJlstaDe&s were never •• ti_d in pt'blic, aad the ,.881_ wld.ch 

• trial arou.&ed reveal .ome :f"tmd .... tal att1 tade. Europeans had 

reprd1lla' the J08i tioa et .luepean _a 1a a oeloa1al sooteV. 

As .. w. of Steward's death spread. .... Proudlook 1aediate17 

rece1ved the SJIl,._ of most JIuro,... . .,,,11. •• aDd .r Ilus'baad were 

well1aMmlin bala I~. SJaa _d met W1ll1as Prftd.loek ..... II.ad 

tacht at the Viotorta Iutttat10a s1aoe 1902, wtd.le Ti81tiDc her 

father, a Hr. Cbarter.' 1& 1:1I:8la lMqIur. !he,. wre JlU'riM 1& 1907, 

1i'hen she 1fB8 Dbeteen )'Gars eld.. ~ et her peor .al ta the couple 

sa1led tor _land lBI8d1ate17 after their _rr1ale. Atter a ollild 

was 'born the bou4leeb retamed to Kuala LwaJltl,r ad led vllat appeared 

ttl ... a quiet life. fte7 ."D:t _t eveD1Jtp at __ at their ~ .. 

Mar the .choel, and she helped her Ilus'baad with 11.1. 1t'8dt. Be was a 

"""'r et the Canale foot'ball tea and preaideat et the Selaapr State 

1aDd. aad eve17 S~ afternoon she ~ in the chcId.r of st. IIa17t s 

Olmrch. steward was alao wen 1aMml in Se1..... .. had '-ea the 

~r or a tiD. Jdae 111 Salak SRth, a few miles .Rthor x-la Lwaptr. 

Ia 19ft lie was 8Ilplo,.d as a CODSllltiDc eD81aeer tor a S~ firm 

at OOD~ to l1ve at Salak SOllta. Each _nta Steward, a 'bacll.elor, 

sent part et 11.1. sa1az7 to II.1s w1dowed _ther in Ere] aad.. 4 .. had ..... 

, ru. was apparent17 R .. eJlarter, Olerk of Works or the Pv.1tl1c Works 
Department, Kuala Lumpur. Du:rinI the trial 111111& Proudlock learned 
tlls:t Rrs. OIlarter was not 11.1. w1f.' 8 _.r. 

4 Ia the _the after steward's death Euro,... eoatriated near17 
",000 to a rtmd for Ilia mother. SkI\&a :a., 19 Harcll 1912. 
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an acquaintance of the Proudloclts' since about 1909. William Proudlock 

was to testit,y that Steward had come to their buDcalow a few times to 

listen to lI'WIic and that he aM. Steward.d oocasional17 met for driaks 

at the SC'18D&Or Club but that he had not 1M" lliIl siue October or 

1'000ll.ber 1910. 

After a brief lllIBisterial inC(uir:v ear17 ia .,. 1911(Jlrs. Proudlock 

was cOll.ll.itted for trial OD. the charp ot murder. !he trial, which took 

place in June at the Supreme Court, aroused the II.Ost iatense iaterest. 

Except for details which the editor thought were iadecoat aDd irrelevant 

to the case the War 1I&il reported the proceediDp iD. full. '

reports crowded out aews of preparations bei." made. throughout the 

EJl.pire to colebrate the coronation of' ][i." Geor,. V. 'Ihe trial was 

presided OYer b7 Justice T. SercOll.be Sm.i the Belpiac lliIl to reach a 

verdict were two assessors, who were both plaaters. IanJ Europeaas 

considered it a great injustice that Mrs. Proudloclt was not bei." tried 

'lt7 a jur:v. The ' ••• S. government had abolished trial b7 3ur:v in 1899 

because it believed that juries had otten allowed guilt7 men to escape 

justico. Swettenbam.}tad wanted to retain trial b7 jur:v 1a cases where 

the accused were Europeans, though he anticipated that there would be 

some 4itficult7 "in def'iniac exactl,. what a white man is". The Judicial 

COII.II.issioner at the time argued in the stroacest possible terms that 

if no distinction was to be made between Europeans and Asians the 

proposed chaD.l8s should be confiaed to char,.s other than capital oaes, 

"for it will be i.n9ls&ltle to tr:v Inclishmen aM. Americans for capital 

oftences otherwise than with a jt.U'7". The Bigh COII.II.issioaer and the 

Colonial Office insisted, however, on the complete abolition of trial 



On the GpeniD8 dq of the trial mrs. Proudlook pleaded ":lot 

Guil tT'. It was acoepted by her defeace that she ud killed Steward. 

What had to be explained was why she had done it. What had Steward 

dGlle to proToke her uto shoot1ag hi.' AssWliac that she had had pod 

reason to defend herself t llu she been .jutif1ed in respondiac so 

ferooiouly? It was essential to find out how well .rs. Pro.alook ud 

mown Steward and whether she had asked hill. to 00II.e to her house on 

the eTaniD8 of ~ April. JiIrs. Pro.alook testified that she had .et 

Steward at the Selaacor Cle 01'1 saturday, 22 April. .At that till.e she 

had eaquired why she had aot seen hi. recently and had inTi 'ted hill. to 

Tisi t her hubud aDd herself soae eTeniD8. She was adaaau't tha't she 

had aot asked hill. 'to 00II.e by specif10ally ou Sunday eTeniD8, when her 

husband would be ou't havillB dinner wi'th a friend. She denied haTiIlB 

beea 'to Salak Sou'th to aee't Steward durillB her husband's three-week 

absenoe in BoIIB 1:0118 in Deceaber 1909 and J~ 1910, ud she 

iusisted 'that on the only ocoasion steward had ooae to her houe ·when 

her husbud was away she had invited other people as well. 

Like Kra. Crosbie in Jlauchaa's story, Kra. Pro.alaok neTar 

varied her account of the killiD8. Steward arrived shortly after nine 

o'clock, and, she said, they had discussed reliciou. When she stood 

up to set a book she wanted to show hill. he put his ara &rOund her, 

kissed her, and told her that he loved her. Then, she said, he put out 

the licht and bepn to lift her skirt. Ber bud "oae u contaot with 

a revolver", she seind it, and when he tried to put her down she shot 

5 Swettenlt.aa to fUtchell, 2S June 1899, ud Jackson to swettenham, 
26 Hay 1899, enolosed in Hi tchell to Chall.berlain, 169 of 11 Jul.y 
1899, CO 27'/251. . 
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him. She reaem'bered firinc two abots. After that. she insisted lUlder 

inteue questioDinc, she oould reaem'ber nothiD3_ 

The publio prosecutor was uaable to prove that ~ intimate 

relationship had existed between Irs. Proudlock aDd Steward. After his 

death a police inspect~r had searched Steward's heuse at Salak South 

but had 'bee. uaable to find letters from IJl1/q' wOllen emept his mother 

and sister. The prosecution was however able to call into questioa 

other aspects of Irs. Proudlock's test~. Two witDesses testified 

that Steward had told them that he had an appointaeat em the :aicht of 

23 AprU. but he had not _ntiODed where his appoiataent was. A more 

important poiat was the faot that Steward's bod7 had 'been found SOIle 

distance outside of the Proudlock's 'buDCalow. It was obTious that 

whatever else had happeaed she had continued to tire a.t him as he tried 

to make his way troa the buncalow. 'fhe ric1cshaw puller whe had taken 

Steward to Mrs. Proudlock's house and who was waiting to take Steward 

on his return Journey said that he heard two shots, saw Steward stacler 

down the steps followed 'by Bra. Proudlock. and then heard three more 

shots. P1nal17, _dical exami:aa.tiou both of Steward's 'boq and ot 

Irs. Proudlock did Bot show 8lV evidence of attempted rape. 

Mrs. Proudlock's defence tried to portray Steward as the tne ot 

JI8ll who was likely to attempt a rape. Alfred Hace, who had lived with 

Steward at Salak South. insisted however that he was a moral JI8ll, ODe 

who always reaaiaed calm and Dever draDk to excess. R. acreed that 

Steward had speat a lot oa dri.Us at the Selancor Club but said that 

this was 'becaWle he had so JI8lV friends. Mace was then asked about 

the Chiaese woman i. Salak South who had cried when a police inspeotor 

told her that Steward was dead: 



C0!mMl: As far as JOll mow, a. bad ao ota.r 
rela tionships w1 th women than with 
a Chinese wosaa? 

.11&&: Be mipt have had. 

2RWlMl: Was sa. liviDg in the house' 

~: Yes. 

,..,4 

The Chinese wOlIIl8.a had lived with Steward for about three moaths 'before 

his death. llace also said that he believed Steward had once beea treated 

for venereal disease. 

AccordiDg to a.r defence, Eta.l Proudlock had reacted as she had 

not 0D.l7 'because she had Deea under eztreme prowcatiOD. wt also 'because 

her mental condition was ve7'7 unstable. She had beea usaUlted short17 

'before • start of her aonth17 period, wa.a, both a.r husband and 

doctor stated, she Decame ~ sensitive and e:motional. Givea a.r 

meatal condition and the shock which she had experieaced, her defence 

argu.ed, it was understandahle that she coUld not recall either shootiDg 

all siz 'bullets or haviDg followed steward on to the verandah. The 

defence concluded h7 sqi:na that it was utter17 unthinkable that this 

sirl with a ba'b7 face coUld have planned to commit anatroc1ous murder. 

Despi te the defence· s plea, on 16 June the judge and two assessors 

passed a verdict of guil t7. (Ia "The Letter" Mrs. Crosl\ie is acquitted.) 

Mrs. Proudlock was then sentenced to death 'b7 lumcinc. tJpoa seeiDg her 

husband she Wrat iato tears. In the words of the Halg ~'s reporter, 

Willi_ Proudlock ttleant over the raU of the dock, kissed his wife 

several times, and ···spoke consoling17 to her, but without avail". The 

court was filled with the sound of sobbiDg, and JI8D1' reaained to ... 1 tness 

the pathetic scene". In her distress )(rs. Proudlock apparent17 failed 

to hear • judee aanouneethat he and the assessors would aake a 

recOJllMadat1oa for aerc7. She was then takea 'b7 • pollce to Pudu Gaol. 
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A t the conclusioa of the trial the II] 8' .I!IQl released. 8. __ of 

letters trom outraged Europeans. The,. o'bjected to the. WfI:I tile pu1tlic 

prosecutor Jw4 tried to cast doubt OIl .. s. ProwUock t s moral ol:&aracter. 

All of the correspontienta were co_aced of her :i.Jmocence. "Are.. to 

comdder our wives and dauchters so little alMmt the :brute ttJ'eatioa", 

asked one man, "that a defence of tM:tr hOl'llllU is :tJ:Qust1t'ied ..,. the 

law of the land .. live i.,..6 

.a.nwhUe, \tUlia Proudlock sent a telecram to the lt1nc &SkiDa' 

tor a pardoa and prepared to have the verdict appealed. Over a!xv 

European WOBI.en in Xuala Lapur seat a telec.na t. the Qd:een to "1mplore 

pardoa at tllis ooronatioa time". Willin a tew dap of the verdict two 

hU'ftdred Europe_ in.ua ~ :ba4 s1pa4 a Jt8t1ti_ OIl Mrs. Proudlock's 

behalf. In PeJl8Zll8 1200' .. ra1aed to help f1nanoe her appeal, and a 

m.eet:i.llc of prominent women there sent a teleflP;'filll to the nne and Queea 

asJdJrc them to grant Mrs. Proudlook a free pardoa. Jfr •• Proudlock also 

received support from As1a:u.e. A))out;60 Indians .:tcaed a petition., 

and fitt7 Iea.d.1D&' Ch:1nese ladie., iMludhc Hre. Lab Yew and the -widow 

ot Yap Kwa:u. Sene, pre.ented a Jt8t1tioa aski_ the Sultea of Sel __ r to 

pardoa Br •• Proudlook. Europeans were .urprised to Ieera, vhea the 

Colomal Ottice replied to the telegrams seat to the n.c and Queen., taat 

cml7 the Su! tan had the power to grant Kra. Proudlock a pardon..In 

Enciand., where newpapers carried reports ot the trial, lIl&lQ" people 

were appalled to th1Dk that a white woman's fate was in the hands of an 

"Orieat.J. potentate", but Europeans livillC in Sela:neor knew hill &8 a 

hllllfJ.lle ruler and one who was of course :bound to accept the "advice" 

6 Letter trea "Irisbman", WII.Iail, 17 June 1911. See al •• letters 
from It'" ari tiebers" in the same is_ and "A JlusINmd, hother and. 
Father" in i.sue ot 19 June. 
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of the Britillk Resident. In res:pcm8e to the petitions wkich he received 

the Su]. tan declared that he would awa! t the result of the appeal. before 

he oorutidered whetker to ,rat • pu"don.7 

On 29 Jae, ~U8t twO' w'u~ks after 1I&r seateno1ac. lin. ProadlMk 

1m&%pectedlJ' wi thUew her appeal aa4 placed herself' a.t the mere,. of 

the S.:J.ta.n... In a letter to her attorney she wrote that althouah she 

was imIocent of aD'3 crime she oould no Itmp:r stand the 81Upease and 

that she would. be \ma'ble to' endUl'8 another trial ia whioh she wo.:J.d 

apin be treated as a COIIIIOl'l orimiDal.
8 

Perhaps &he also feared that 

hrther iav&stiptioDS wo.:J.d reveal that 11&1' relatieaship with Steward. 

had. lMtea ure iatimate thaD _he had stated dur1ac her trial, lNt tml.ess 

more sow:-oes become available tkere is no ....,. or lalowiDe whetur this 

was tu case. RmlI!lCNrS were circulatiDg that lin. Preu4lock had. visited 

Steward. at Salak Sftth dviDe ker h'as:1Nm.d t s aiIe.ace :la KoDg KoDg,9 lmt 

at the time she wi th4rew ker appeal the pUUo proseoutor had DO proof 

O'f such a visit. Some time later, J!lowever, the COV&:ms.IleBt ..,. indeed 

have learned more about Hrs. Proudleok' s relat10DSh1p with Steward, lNt 

we can Bever be ce:rta1a of this s:lace the Colonial Office des~ 

several sets or correspondence dealiDg with tke case.10 Ia abort. we 

..,. uver lI:Dow 'lfhether, &S Jta:ag!wl's story would s~st, ltrs. Proudloclt 

had been :la love with Steward aad had. beoome iDceased whea she learned 

7 .111&1: JiI&l, 19, 21, 26 Jl11W 1911 J Jrool:aan to Seoretary 01.' State, 
telejram of 23 Jae 1911, CO 2731374. 

8 lin. Proudlook to E. A. S. Wagner, WH..&J,1. 29 June 1911. 

9 1N. • .IiQl, 2 Bovember 1911. 

10 Lettea from tke Bicb Commissioner on 14 A..-t aad 21 Ootober 1911 
were ~ those wlIioh related to tke Prftd100k case which were 
destroyed'" the Colonial Office. Register or ConespondellO&, 
Straits Settle.ats, CO 426/18. 
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tiaat he had been living with a Chinese 1JOlIa1'1.. 

Oa a J1117 1911 the State CO'IUlCil .. t at the saltan's pal.aee at 

nee to couider JIIrs. Pre1:Idleck's plea for .. rC7. Jutice aereom. 

Smith, a " •• 1" et the CG\I1lOil, d.'tended the ftrdict wMoll his oovt 

had reached, lRlt he wished to .ee lira. Prmtdl .. •• sentesee cOIButed to 

a term of 1JIlprisOl:Ule'nt. ft.e SlIltan aa4e a streea' speech in faYOU' of 

grantinc her a free:pardon. Be teok this ,..i tioa, he said, beoaue 

tholilSallds of people 1utd siped peti tiona, because lira. PrOl1dlock was a 

mother and in poor healtll, and ncause of the reoeat coronation. 

The Reeident t who had talked a1teat the case with the aul tan before the 

.. etiD«. had already made up his mind not to op,... tlle Sultan. Ite 

had also told two offioial .. mbers of the couueil who had doullts altout 

givinc lire. Proudlock a free pardon that he would not oppose the Sultan. 

As a reslllt, Mrs. Proudlook wae granted a free pardon and iJlaediateiy 

released trom the gaol. '!'wo days later she lett for Pena.:oc and sailed 

on the tirst ship to England. aeroomn SBith regarded the oounoil's 

deoision as "a slur upon the assessors and lIJ'Selt, which no indePea4ent 

and selt-respecting judp could endure". Be theretore aBbd to be 

transferred to a post in the Straits Settlements, lRlt the Colonial Office 

11 
persuaded hiB to reaain in Kuala Lumpur. 

William Proudlock also remained in Kuala Lumpur. Ite conti_d to 

teach and pl..,. footltall, at otherwise hie life was far from normal. 

In a letter to the London aoesip paper I,A,E. ("Ia1nl7 Altout People") 

Proudlock accused the police and the court of having 1teen biased against 

11 Report b7 actiDe Resident of SelaDCOr (Anthoa1sll), 9 Jul,. ,"911, 
Sere_be Smi tll to Sir John Andereoa, 1'3 lul,. 1911, aderson to 
Sere01!ilM Smith, 7 Aaaust 1911, enclosed in Brocl.t'man to Secreta17 
of State, confidential of 11 Jul,. 1911, CO 27'/'374. 



his w1fe. '2 A police inspector who Pro.dlock alle,ed had "thra.hed" 

two of his servtm.t8 when they <iid not make statements that md ted M.1l 

was gi Yea permission by the ~rnme.t to lime fer libel. »uri. ~ 

trial P.rowUook not oDly failed to prove M. alleptiea nt alse had 

H. R. ferrel's. Ferrel'S accuse. Pr01ldlock of ha."I1.nc been afraid that 

Ms servant. wftlcl be allle to tell the police tat ~wife had once 

visited Steward at Salek S01ltil. In an eftort to discredit bill Perren 

revealed tat Proucilook laad once ad a mata_ WGIlaD liTi:mc witll hill 

before bis mani .. to E~l Charter. At ~ cOBcluiOll. of the trial 

the ,3u4J'e awarded the iupeotol" the SUIt of' 1";0 aad costs, and orlt:1ciBed 

~wq Ferrel's had conducted ~ case. A few days later Proudlook 

took a ship to Eaflland.
" 

Sllortly after lIts letter appeared in LA,I. 

Proudlock had asked to " trauferred to a post in another ooloDl' or 

protectorate, but the Colonial Office informed hill that it would be 

\Ul8.ble to offer him another appointment. '4 

Ia addition to its deeply personal aspects the events surroUnding 

Steward • s dea til invol yed the Europeaa cOJllllUlli ty as a whole. The trial 

threatead to Bive the cOBlllunity a bad reputation in Britain. In a 

letter to the Daill lail the writer Horace Jleackley declared tat 

Mrs. Proucilook "appears to laave killed in defence of her honour one of 

~ 1lmumerable satyrs wi til wMob tilose ColoGies wJlere the male 

popul,ation is largely in excess of the female population are Wested", 

12 moA,l., 2 Septellber 1911. 

" y~ to Harcourt, confidential (1) and (2) of' 4 October 1911, and 
WllJdnson to JIaroourt, contldeat1.al of 27 Iovem1>er 1911, co 273/375; 
Wit ...... 1, 2, and 11 Iovember 1911. 

14 l'oung te B'arcourt. 428 of 27 Septellber 191" CO 27'/'75. 



Europeans in Ma.laya and those men and women in Britain who had lived 

in JlalQ'a were infuriated by this statement. European women were in 

fact treated with the greatest possi'ble reverence, insisted those who 

replied to Bleaekle7's letter. "The white commtmit,' of Selancor", 

wrote one resident of that state, "ls 1m401l'btedl7 as pod as, and pro'ba'b17 

IlUCh hetter than, that of Walton-on-fbaaes." One Eaglishwoman. who 

had lived for four 7EJarB in bala Luapur explained that "were it not 

for the respect with which our .. treat us it is certain we could not 

live safe17 amo:nc ne. ti Ves, perhaps alone all 4q with Chinese men

servants and a Javanese gardener". 15 -We have an 14ea", added the 

JIcWaR;~, -that nowhere at Bolte are EDClish wmaen more honoured and 

esteemed than here. a16 Indeed it was precise17 _cage European women 

were held in .w.cll esteell that tfra. Proudlodt's convicti .. had 'beea so 

passl .... te17 opposed and that as a result she had 1aeea released from 

prison. 

15 Letters to the Raili !Iil from Bleackle7, a Se1a:ncor resident, and 
tfra. L S. Phillimore, reprinted in IIJ&t JlSl. 28 Jul7 1911. 

16 Editorial, way Jail, 29 Jul7 1911. 



Pa.,. 

RAfl.y1t 

RRJIMIIt 

§tuall 

§z9I. 'or .!!I!l) 

\towUz 

- Ohiaeae nurse. 

- A washermaa. 

- A Europeaa 1fOIlaIl. 

-- A parade ~ or pla~ f1eld. 

:Li teraUy 1t1Ji tter·, 'Uf:Ht fer a ... aad. }'1 tters. 

- !be sullljeot class t pe&saatry .. 

- A Mal.,. dance, a woman wI&G perf.... such a dance. 

:Li teraUy uhalfD, a halt measure ot whisk)" _d 
water or wbisq and soda. 

Groom, horse-keeper; challfteur. 

A weal t117 Ob1aese 'busiaeaaman. 

- "Master" or "lord", the term used '" an Asian 
when addreasiDg a Burepean man. 

A Burepean of great importance. such u a hip 
government official, tbe ma~r of a large estate, 
or the head of a firm. 

-- Vater carrier. 

Tp.{gllt Rill (or siaply '!iII) - Gardeaer. 



A !iO!I Olf SOURCES 

leoau.se of the _ture of the .11'1eot ooYered in tal. atudy it 

has been neoeaaar.r to draw from a peat "f81'iet7 of 8O'II:N&s. fIlere are 

lmtOI'1lma tel,. IICtIItt topio. a .... t which tIleM 80 ___ • tell ... 11 ttle. 

A.l t~ we mow .oaetJd.Jlc a .... t view8 wb:lch we1"e .,..._e4 in pul'tl.io 

on • quat!on of oonC1l1J1nace. tor example. there 18 to 'If17 lI:aDw1edge 

li ttle 1:Dtormatio. on the 4ap-to-da;p' 1"e1ationa of J5vope. mea and their 

Asian Id..tre.aes. I¥'en lIltern.en, 'Rich .0 etten ~ .. the 1"e .. a:roher 

with 4ata aot aft11dle in written 8R1'Oe., are of oal.7 l1rd.ted. help in 

filli»« BOlle caps. hYertMleaa, the aoat .tz1ld.Jtc , .. tv. a .... t 

40i»« resea.:roll on the Evctpeau in Ial.qa 1s the areat wealtk of material 

wI11. i. available. It BlWJt be stre.sed that cml.,. a traction of the 

material *1011 one m1pt ooasult ha. beeD 1Doo1'porated in the pre .. nt 

.tudy. Tl1e oorrespondanoe betwee. the H1sl1 C ... :lasioner 111 SiDppore 

and • Seoret&r7 of State tor the Coloni.s in London (CO m and 00 

717) is of the peatest val .. as a 8OU.1"Ge, ht I MYe ... ao __ ma4e 

full ... of its potential. EftD in the ... ef • 11;1 II ~ one of -

the .,nno!pal 8O'II:N&8 tor tl1i8 stud,.. there are ..,. vol .. a wbicl1 I 

uve DOt read. 'fhere are, JIONOYeI', .eYer&! other l\IalqaD _.papers 

(a11011 as the Z~., .at Ifdm and, partiC1llar17 tor the period betore 

the S,lIillRE ltprpai. began pul'tl.loation. the SHIIl!!1l.D1.l£IU aad 

the §:RaiH uau) wMob. " .. rYe cloeer attent10n and still otkers 

(suca as • PeW J!a,III" and tlle ftmH iaMtil) wl11ch llave rece1Yed. 

DO attaati. at all in t!l1s study. ftLe _ira, travel 'boeke, aU 

ot:b.er pu'tdialled. ooa~ 8OVON listed in tke t.U~ ..,1..,110-

crapliw inc1_e 0Dl7 those wl11ol1 haYe lJeen 01ted. in tl1e tooUotes. 



~se represent abwt halt of the worD of Wa ldad vld.cll wre 

COJ'UNl ted and a III.Oh emaller hutia of those .bick .. Jli.cht 

profitdlly read. Pacet with fiNCh _ .~t of riches it would 

be temptiD&' 10 concentrate on oae particular tnIe of 8OuroE!I. Such a 

couse of action (~ that one nccee4e4 in ~ all the 

relevant newspapers in the lfational •• paper Liltrary or all the official 

correspondence in the Pu.blic Record. Office) 'WOuld b.owe't'er haft been 

incompatible with the purpose of tlds stwty. lack tne of source 

tends to 1ll\1illd.raate certain aspects of hropean life in Ilalqa whUe 

tell.i.Dc' WI wry 11 ttle a'bout otller aspects. It is cmly .,. dranD&' on 

aU the av&1la'ble t7PH of sources that we c_ hope to present, as has 

beea attem,ted here, a stad;r of -IV' facets of hropea social life and 

a Tiew of tlle hropean cOlllllW31 ty as a whole ra~r tb.aa s1l1)17 of a 

section of that COIIl'Ilmity. 

It should alao be mentioned that the foUowUtc bibl1ograph7 

cataina some materials wMck were used cmly for occasional reference. 

The aDmIal reports of the '.Jl.8., tlle separate states, aDd variO'Wl 

goTe1"l3ll8at departments and ...... rmaent psettes (a"-t all of wblch 

details .,. 1»e found in Vainv:r1cht aad Matthews, ilWl ... VIIVn;1 

I!!aJue1.ltl _ P!9lNgH, ".185-86) ad various ciTil semce l1sts 

(of which perhaps the JDOSt nearly complete collection .,. be foad at 

the loreip aad ~alth Office Libr&1'7) were connl ted onl7 whtn 

a particular fact or information on a particular ewat or person was 

desired. J'u.ll refereaoes are ciwD in the footnotes. ftDally. it 

should 'be noted that the secondary sources liste<1 in this b1bliograph7 

do not include works wMch, though haTi. little or notb.Utc to do 

with the sultject matter of' tb.1a study, haTe btl_aced tke 11tq it 

has 'beea COD4ucted. .A.l'nOrlC works of this kind whick mipt be mentioned 



are Q. William SJd:rmer. CMl!!e Soc&eV !! 'Ali ... , AI 'PIkl&ii6 

1ij.!Bi2 (Ithaca. 1957) and C. Tas Woe4ward. liI. §llJPll CN'uiE.e! 

ia.Q£ml, •• 00n4 rensed edition (.v York, 1966). 
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