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Flailing Trees and Assailing Weeds (2018)

PROGRAMME NOTE

Flailing Trees and Assailing Weeds was composed and produced, using MIDI orchestral
instruments, in approximately 2-days as part of a demo for that little known
developer/publisher, Team17... Working to a piece of concept art, which presented a forest
scene with shadowy trees and shrubbery some of this vegetation, in more foregrounded
positions, looked primed and ready to attack or waiting to be sparked into life by some
nearby prey. On reflection, it is unsurprising that my demo was turned down by them, the
work is not at all in the style of classic Team17 soundtracks and is not really structured as a
video-game composition. Instead, it is more suitable as a compact concert work with the
production seeking that kind of orchestral concert performance vibe as well.

The instrumentation for this piece is single woodwinds: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet (doubling Bass
Clarinet) and Bassoon; a pair of brass: French Horn and Trumpet; Percussion and Timpani;
String Orchestra, within which | was curious to test out the effectiveness of solo and
sectional strings in the context of a mocked-up/MIDI orchestral performance. Comprising a
basic primary theme, akin to “A Teddy Bear’s Picnic” (not deliberate). | use simple means of
extending this material for the work, such as placing the two 8-bar units: antecedent and
consequent into counterpoint with one another. | also provide a secondary theme that is
eventually, albeit briefly, thrown into the same mix, in counterpoint with the other melodies,
in the “finale” of the work.
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