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The Expendables (2017)

PROGRAMME NOTE

In 2016 | was asked to write a series of cues for a game called Six Sided Slime from Outer
Space. In the early stages of discussing the project, | was simultaneously building a picture
of what the game was going to be and sketching musical responses to this correspondence.
During this stage, the style of sci-fi was unclear to me so | sketched a number of themes that
were more relevant to the space-opera, post-swashbuckler style of scoring one frequently
sees in this genre of film and game. This proved to be the wrong type of score for Six Sided
Slime, but | held on to the sketches and when the project ended in September 2017 |
decided to revisit them, combining two of them to create the larger A-section of The
Expendables.

The title itself is taken from a book series by Richard Avery (pseudonym), titled The
Expendables. A series | happened to read on a holiday earlier in 2017. Not necessarily a
literary form of space opera, the stories boast sci-fi, fantasy qualities that could be adapted
for such a genre. Not intended to be programmatic, | adopted the same title for my
composition due to the stylistic parallels.
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