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Bewere! (2018)

PROGRAMME NOTE

Composed and produced at a more leisurely pace, Bewere!'s origins also lie in video-game.
In August 2018 | spotted a video-game project called Gare au Garou! (Beware of the
Werewolfl) in an independent developer’s forum. Something about the game struck a chord
with me, immediately inspiring the motivic idea that opens the work and is later presented as
a full, longer melody. Not a common occurrence | was quick to message the developer to
see if there was any opportunity of scoring the game. Unfortunately, the game had a
composer already so | instead opted to sketch the idea out and leave it on my piano and if a
composition came of it or not was left to chance. Obviously, | did go on to work on the
composition and the next few months, to October, comprised of scattered bits of work on
Bewere! At the end of November, | opted to set a deadline, which led me to define the work’s
instrumentation (similar to Flailing Trees, but with the addition of a French Horn, Celeste,
Piano and Harp) and start critically engaging with the sketches. This critical engagement led
me to get rid of some longer ideas in favour of more compact ones and | redeployed the
contrapuntal strategy and structure from Flailing Trees, which led to the composition of an
additional counter-melody.

In addition to the structural, contrapuntal strategy, Bewere! owes a lot to both Flailing Trees
and Haunted Emotions for its compositional language. For example, the harmony is largely
tertiary, exploiting a tonic-mediant relationship on a smaller scale between chords and then
largely in the juxtaposition (modulation) and superimposition (bitonality) of tonalities. The
melody has a number of chromatic inflections as a result of this and a primary feature of this,
which occurs in Flailing Trees and Haunted Emotions, is the addition of the sharp-4/flat-5
and regular use of natural 6s and 7s (as a result of the minor mode and switches between,
harmonic, melodic and natural minor modes).

PERFORMANCE NOTE

The orchestral layout for the performance of this work is the prerogative of the MD and larger
programming considerations. One point | find worthy of specification here is the keyboard
part, where the split of celeste and piano from rehearsal mark ‘E’ might be an issue
depending on space, positioning and instrument availability. In the part itself, | suggest the
omission of the left hand should there be difficulty in setting up/positioning instruments,
either sampled or acoustic, so as to facilitate this. However, another option, assuming the
setup is not achievable or if celeste is simply unavailable, would be to substitute the celeste
for a solely piano part, which can be done so at the octave or unison at points written for the
instrument. In addition to this, | do offer additional parts, which breaks down the keyboard
part into separate piano and celeste parts, should the use of two keyboardists also be an
option.
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