
THE UNIVERSITY OF HULL 

The Role of Information and Communication Technologies in Sociopolitical and 

Ethnoreligious Conflicts in Nigeria 2006-2014 

Thesis submitted for the Degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

In Media, Culture, and Society 
at the University of Hull 

by 

Shola Abidemi Olabode 

June 2016 





Acknowledgements 

I acknowledge the inspiration and untiring guidance provided by my Supervisor, Dr. 

Athina Karatzogianni, who has not only exposed me to her wealth of experience in the 

field of research but also believed in my work and provided opp01tunities for professional 

development. I am grateful for her encouragement and support throughout the period of 

this programme. I owe my second supervisor, Dr. Julia Holdsworth a deep appreciation 

for her valuable support, encouragement, suggestions and supervision. 

I sincerely appreciate the unwavering love, patience, understanding, sacrifice and support 

shown by my mother Mrs Taiwo Caroline Olabode, brothers and sister during the period 

of this programme. I thank them for their prayers, encouragement and support. I would 

also like to thank my Uncle Mr Wale Ojo and his family for their show of love and support 

during different phases of my studies. 

Finally, I wish to thank members of the Amazing Grace Chapel of the Redeemed 

Christian Church of God (RCCG) in Hull for their prayers and encouragements. I thank 

all my friends and acquaintances for their valuable contributions morally and spiritually. 

11 



Abstract 

Conflict has been an integral part of Nigerian political life and has served as a catalyst 

for a progressive Nigerian society. From the precolonial era to the current period of 

democratization, conflict has also been a means through which dissident movements 

have influenced govenunent policies, reform and change. The media served as a tool for 

dissident movements who use the medium to communicate or as a means for archiving 

their goals. Yet, in-spite of the widespread presence of mainstream media, the uses of 

the media for conflict mobilizations experienced some limits especially those involving 

state control, monopoly and other socio-political and economic drawbacks. Since the 

transition to democracy in 1999, the country has witnessed a surge of conflict. This 

conflict has been influenced by new Information and Conununication Technologies 

(ICTs), which emerged alongside the transition. The study explores two kinds of 

conflict emerging in Nigeria: sociopolitical and ethnoreligious. Although, there have 

been many studies considering the impact ofICTs on social movements emerging 

especially within western scholarship, so far, few discussions offer a cross-comparison 

of both dynan1ics of conflict about the role of new ICTs in Nigeria. The thesis draws on 

three case studies: Occupy Nigeria, Boko Haram, and the Movement for the 

Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND). These cases provide a lens for examining 

conflict mobilization among movements in Nigeria. The study draws on the 

Cyberconflict framework, which harnesses the elements of the resource mobilization, 

media and conflict theories used to understand computer mediated conflicts across the 

globe. The study employs a qualitative paradigm. This includes both primary and 

secondary data collection techniques (semi-structured interviews, a synthesis of audio­

visual and textual data online and analysis of existing research). A thematic analysis 
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guides the method used to map an understanding of the role oflCTs during conflict 

mobilization of the three movements. In considering the role of new ICTs in conflict 

mobilizations the findings contribute to existing knowledge by bridging the gap in the 

literature on digital activism as a field of study, the examination ofICTs in three 

political movements of various ideological underpinnings in a single country, and in a 

developing non-Western context. The findings correspond to the sociopolitical and 

ethnoreligious components of the Cyberconflict, but also reveal outcomes crucial to the 

Nigerian national context 
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